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Bjfion  A  Finnei^ 

CONFERENCE    OF    LIBRARIANS. 

MONTREAL,   CANADA, 

June  7-12,  1900. 

TEN   YEARS   OF   AMERICAN   LIBRARY   PROGRESS:    ADDRESS   OF 

THE    PRESIDENT. 

By  Reuben  Gold  Thwaites,  Secretary  and  Superintendent  of  the  State  Historical  Society 

of  Wisconsin, 

A  T  the  close  of  a  century,  all  of  us  become,  years.  State  library  commissions,  inter-state, 
"^^  in  a  measure,  historians.  Instinctively,  state,  and  district  associations;  library  training 
the  thoughtful  man  of  affairs  pauses  upon  the  schools;  travelling  and  branch  libraries;  travel- 
brink  of  the  hundred  years  to  review  the  status  ling  pictures;  library  advertising;  children's 
of  his  calling  and  its  share  in  the  progress  of  rooms;  rooms  for  the  blind;  access  to  shelves; 
civilization,  drawing  from  the  past  lessons  co-operation  with  teachers;  co-operative  cata- 
either  of  warning  or  of  inspiration.  This  is  loging;  inter-library  loans  and  exchanges;  the 
the  key-note  of  the  professional  conferences  of  general  erection  of  superb  library  buildings; 
the  present  year.  We  librarians  would  surely  phenomenal  gifts  from  philanthropists  of  li- 
be  deemed  eccentric  were  we  not  to  take  some  brary  buildings  and  endowments;  compulsory 
account  of  ourselves  on  this  occasion.  For  the  library  legislation;  improved  methods  of  bind- 
sake  of  the  historical  record,  and  following  the  ingand  issuing  public  documents  —  all  of  these, 
,  fashion  of  the  year,  I  therefore  devote  my  which  to-day  so  largely  engross  the  attention 
prescribed  forty  minutes  to  a  consideration  of  of  American  librarians,  in  their  conventions 
library  progress  in  America — not,  indeed,  to  and  professional  journals,  are  practically  the 
the  progress  of  a  century,  for  that  would  lead  outgrowth  of  this  brief  period.  For  the  most 
us  very  far  afield,  but  to  the  progress  of  the  part,  they  are  efforts  towards  popularizing  the 
past  ten  years,  which  is  quite  within  the  ken  of  library;  and  this  is  clearly  the  especial  charac- 
the  youngest  of  our  number.  teristic  of  our  recent  professional  growth. 

Scientists  are  fond  of  telling  us  that  the  It  was  in  1890  that  Massachusetts  organ- 
science  of  to-day  is  not  the  science  of  ten  years  ized  the  first  state  library  commission.  There 
ago — another  way  of  saying  that  the  science  are  now  17  such  commissions  in  the  United 
of  to-day  is  the  science  of  all  the  past,  expand-  States,  New  Jersey  and  Iowa  being  the 
ed  by  the  growth  of  its  last  decade.  It  is  equally  last  to  enter  the  field.*  Differing  materially 
true  that  the  American  public  librarianship  of  in  composition  and  in  methods,  according  to 
to-day  is  the  librarianship  of  1890,  corrected  by  varying  local  conditions  and  standards,  their 
better  methods,  plus  the  broadened  possibilities  common  aim  is  to  inspire  communities  with  a 
developed  in  the  busy  decennial  period  which  desire  for  library  service,  to  foster  zeal  in  li- 
has  passed  since  this  Association  met  at  brary  work,  to  aid  by  advice  and  example,  to 
Fabyan's.  unify  methods,  and  to  act  as  an  agency  for  the 

I  think  we  will  agree  that  public  libraries  application  of  public  spirit  and  private  bounty 
«rere  being,  as  a  rule,  most  excellently  con-  in  the  direction  of  library  interests.  The  re- 
dacted in  America,  previous  to  1890.  To  assert  suits  have  not  been  uniformly  successful  in  all 
otherwise  would  be  stultifying  the  record  of 

most   of  us.     Nevertheless,   in    reviewing  the  Colorado 1899 

progress  of  the  remarkable  decade  now  near-  Connecticut 1893 

ing  its  close,  we  can  but  be  surprised  at  the  Indiana.. '.'.*!.!.'.!.' .'!!i!!899 

many  striking  features  of  present-day  librari-  jSHSas  .'.*." ..*."'.'.*..*.' .'.^§99 

anship  which  have  either  had  their  inception  Maine. 1899 

.  1..11.        1         .        ...         .  Massachusetts x8oo 

or  been  chiefly  developed    withm    these    ten  Michijjan. 1899 


*State  library  commissions  were  formed  as  follows: 


Minnesota 1899 

New  Hampshire 1891 

New  J  ersey 1900 

New  York 1897 

Ohio 1896 

Pennsylvania 1899 

Vermont 1895 

Wisconsin 1895 
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the  states;  for,  like  most  library  work,  our 
commissions  are  still  in  the  experimental  stage. 
But  in  general  it  may  be  said  that  they  have,  in 
their  brief  service,  done  much  good  work,  and 
methods  are  being  bettered  by  experience. 

Although  the  American  Library  Association 
was  established  in  1876,  it  was  14  years  before 
a  state  association  was  formed  —  New  York 
setting  the  example  in  July,  1890.  There  are 
now  20  state  associations.*  Within  the  past 
three  years,  in  some  of  the  commonwealths 
which  are  territorially  large,  it  has  been  found 
that  sectional  organizations  are  useful  as  feed- 
ers to  the  state  conference,  just  as  the  state 
conferences  are  feeders  to  this  international 
body;  and  inter-state  meetings,  like  the  one 
recently  held  in  Washington,  are  growing  in 
favor.  City  clubs  have  not  been  uniformly 
successful;  they  doubtless  will  never  prosper 
where  one  library  largely  dominates  all  others; 
in  a  community  where  there  are  several  li- 
braries with  strong  individual  characteristics,  a 
club  in  which  the  social  feature  is  made  as 
prominent  as  the  technical  will  surely  win  a 
place  for  itself.  Over-organization  is  often 
decried  by  some  of  our  conservative  crafts- 
men; but  the  fact  that  so  many  subsidiary  con- 
ferences are  successfully  conducted,  argues 
that  there  is  need  for  them  in  a  country  where 
distances  are  vast  and  local  interests  varied. 
Where  not  needed,  such  associations  will  soon 
wither,  and  thus  over-organization  cures  itself. 
In  organization  lies  power;  from  the  commun- 
ion of  kindred  spirits  are  born  better  things 
—  a  wider  outlook,  kindlier  views,  more  catho- 
lic sympathies. 

The  pioneer  library  training  school  was 
founded  at  Columbia  University  in  1887.  It 
became  the  New  York  State  Library  School 
upon  its  removal  to  Albany,  in  1889;  but  it  was 

*  Following  are  dates  of  establishment  of  state  associa- 
tions: 


California  (formerly    Cen- 
tral Cal.) 1898 

Colorado 1892 

Connecticut 1891 

Georgia 1897 

Illinois 1896 

Indiana 1891 

Iowa 1890 

Kansas  1891 

Maine 1891 

(including 


Michigan 1891 

Minnesota 1891 

Nebraska 1895 

New  Hampshire 1890 

New  Jersey 1 890 

New  York 1890 

Ohio X895 

Pennsylvania 1892 

Vermont 1894 

Wisconsin 1891 


Manachusetts 
Rhode  Island) 1890 

Sectional  associations  have  been  formed  as  follows: 

Central  California  (became  Cal.  in  1898) 1895 

Southern  California 1891 

Bay  Path  (Massachusetts) 1 898 

Western  Massachusetts 1898 

Western  Pennsylvania 1896 

Fox  River  Valley  (Wisconsin) 1898 

North  Wisconsin  (travelling  libraries) 1896 


the  following  year  before  the  school  took  upon 
itself  the  aspect  which  it  wears  to-day.  Within 
the  present  decade  have  also  been  established 
other  excellent  schools  at  Pratt  and  Drexel 
institutes,  and  at  the  University  of  lUinois.f 
As  with  the  training  schools  of  all  professions, 
they  encounter  more  or  less  adverse  criticism, 
from  those  wedded  to  older  methods;  but  I 
think  that  our  schools  have  fairly  won  the  com- 
mendation of  a  large  majority  of  our  member- 
ship, and  their  continual  improvement  is  evi- 
dent. The  first  summer  school  for  librarians, 
who  are  too  busy  to  go  to  the  large  schools, 
was  opened  in  1 891,  at  Amherst  College;  and 
now,  similar  courses  are  offered  in  New  York, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota,  with 
an  annually-increasing  interest  and  attendance. 
In  these  days,  librarians  are  not  content  with 
possessing  zeal  and  energy  —  they  demand 
special  training,  under  well-equipped  teachers; 
this  they  obtain  most  readily  from  the  library 
schools,  which  are  well  supplemented  by  our 
two  admirably  edited  journals, t  serving  as 
free  parliaments  for  the  craft. 

In  some  respects,  perhaps,  the  most  hopeful 
of  all  forms  of  recent  library  popularization  is 
the  travelling  library.  New  York  first  tried  the 
experiment  in  February,  1893.  To-day,  it  is  a 
public  institution,  carrying  on  its  mission  in 
every  state  in  the  Union  save  Mississippi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Oregon;  neither  doeb  it  exist  in 
Alaska,  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico,  and  Indian 
Territories.  In  Canada  it  is  thus  far  only 
known  to  British  Columbia.! 

Perhaps  nowhere  on  earth  is  human  exist- 
ence more  hopeless  than  in  the  numerous  small, 

t  Training  classes  were  started  at  Pratt  in  1890,  but 
there  were  no  entrance  examinations  until  1893.  The 
first  class  at  Drexel  was  formed  in  1893.  The  library 
school  at  Armour  Institute,  Chicago,  was  opened  in 
September.  1893,  and  removed  to  the  University  of 
Illinois  in  September,  1897. 

^The  Library  Journal  was  first  issued  in  September, 
1876;  hmblic  Libraries  in  May,  1896. 

I  Following  are  the  dates  of  the  establishment  of  the 
various  systems  of  travelling  libraries  in  the  United 
States  ana  Canada: 

Alabama 1898    Minnesota 1898 

Arizona 1900    Missouri 1898 

California. 1898    Montana 1899 

Colorado 1896    Nebraska 1B96 

Connecticut 1898    New  Jersey 1897 

Georgia 1898    New  York i8<)2 

Idaho ....1899    Ohio 1896 

Illinois 1896    Pennsylvania 1896 

Indiana  1899    Tennessee 1897 

Iowa 1895    Texas 1899 

Kansas..     1898    Utah 1898 

Kentucky 1896    Vermont 1899 

Louisiana 1897    Virn^nia 1896 

Maine 1899    Washington 1898 

Maryland 1898    Wisconsin 1896 

Massachusetts. 1896    Wyoming 

Michigan 1895    British  Colombia 1899 
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often  decaying,  hamlets  of  the  United  States,  seen;  and  the  books  which  "everybody  is  talk- 
which  are  isolated  from  the  strenuous  life  of  ing  about"  are  as  unknown  as  the  Koran  or  the 
more  prosperous  communities.  The  mental  Mahabharata.  Travelling  libraries  and  travel- 
horizon  of  the  majority  of  the  people  in  such  a  ling  pictures  have  now  revolutionized  the  life 
village  is  narrow,  their  lives  aimless,  their  as-  and  thought  of  hundreds  of  such  communities 
pirations  dwarfed.  Even  to  the  boy  in  the  city  on  the  hills,  amid  the  forests,  and  on  the  prai- 
slums,  few  more  incentives  are  offered,  to  low  ries,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  our  land, 
thinking  and  to  actual  vice;  for  in  the  city,  are  The  contemplation  of  philanthrophy  like  this 
at  least  enough  other  lads  from  whom  to  pick  leads  one  to  think  more  confidently  of  man's 
his  company,  whereas  at  the  cross-roads  the  humanity  to  man. 

vicious  and  the  good  are  necessarily  thrown  At  almost  any  large  American  city  library  of 

intimately    together,  with  the    gossip  of    the  the  present  day,  the  work  of  popularizing  books 

postoffice,  the  hotel-saloon,  and  the  railway  sta-  is  seen  in  its   highest  development.      Public 

tion  as  their  sole  mental  stimulus.    The  advent  taste  is  met  more  than  half-way;  it  is  aroused, 

of  a  good  travelling!  library  into  such  a  com-  cultivated,  fed.     The  clientele  of  the  library 

munity,  is  a  Godsend,  bringing  hope,  inspira-  has  come  to  be  as  varied  as  the  lives  of  the 

tion,  loftier  ideals  of  life.     Nothing  more  en-  people — old  and  young,  grave  and  gay,  from 

couraging  in  modem  reforms  has  been  witnessed  the  boy  of  the  slums  to  the  president  of  the  col- 

than  the  marked  change  already  wrought  by  lege.     Advertising  its  attractions  in  the  hotels, 

this    single    and     comparatively    inexpensive  the  street-car,  and  the  newspapers,  publishing 

agency,  in  scores  of  wretched   villages  which  reading  lists  for  special  occasions,  posting  pros- 

hitherto  had  been  dead  spots  in  our  American  pectuses,  and  attractively  displaying  its  new 

civilization.  books,  the  large  public  library  is  everywhere 

The  missionary  of  the  travelling  library  sys-  going  out  to  the  people,  urging  them  to  come, 

tem  meets,  in  the  more  rural  districts,  some-  to  see.  to  enjoy. 

what    different    conditions.      Here,  the  farm-  Much  of  this  energy  in  popularization  is  the 

steads  are  widely  separated.     The  boy,  busied  product  of  the  decennial  period  now  drawing  to  a 

with  his  round  of  "chores,"  and  dealing  at  first  close;  some  of  its  most  interesting  features  have 

hand  with  nature,  has  more  with  which  to  oc-  but  lately  sprung  from  the  brains  of  those  strenu- 

cupy  his  mind  than  has  the  somewhat  pampered  ous  "missionaries  of  thebook  "  who  are  members 

youth  of  the  "corners,"  and   is  consequently  of  the  American  Library  Association.      Promi- 

less  inclined  to  vice.     But  the  adult  rustic  too  nent  among  recent  innovations  are  distinct  col- 

often  comes  to  find  his  toil  a  dreary  task,  and  lections  and  reading-rooms  for  children  and  for 

wastes  his  hours  at  the  village,  under  pretense  the  blind.     A  desire  to  strengthen  the  common - 

of  trading;  while  his  women-folk,  with  less  re-  wealth,  by  educating  its  future  citizens,  is  at 

laxation,  bent  to  their  burden  of  cookery,  chick-  the  bottom  of  our  common  school  system,  and 

ens,  and  churning,  grow  haggard  before  their  sentiments  of  both  humanity  and  self-interest 

allotted  time,  and  in  their  social  isolation  fur-  induce  us  to  establish  special  schools  for  the 

nish  an  undue  proportion  of  inmates  of  brain  defective  classes.     In  our  day  the  library  has 

hospitals.  come  to  be  recognized  as  no  less  important  than 

It  was  a  blessed  thought,  worthy  of  the   last  the  schoolhouse  in  the   system  of  popular  edu- 

decade  of  our  remarkable  century,  to  carry  to  cation;  like  the  school,  it  has  at  last  become  a 

these  unfortunate  people  the  blessing  of  good  democratic  institution,  in   which  the  needs  of 

books.     When  the  heralds  of  this  new  gospel  every  class  of  the  people  must  be  regarded. 

first  went  forth  into  the  clearings  of  northwest  The  city  branch  library  was  not  born  of  this 

Wisconsin,  in  the  month  of  May,  1896,  it  was  decade,   but  it  has    herein  reached  its  highest 

found  that  the  need  was  greater  than  had  been  development.     The  idea  of  utilizing  as  branches 

realized.      Dwellers    in  cities,  daily  surfeited  the   schools,   hospitals,   engine-houses,  police- 

with  reading  matter  of  every  description,  find  stations,  and  even  shops  and  private  houses,  is 

it  diflBcult  to  comprehend  the  conditions  which  distinctly  novel ;  so,  also,  the  thought  of  intro- 

prevail  in  regions  where  a  stray  copy  of  a  mag-  ducing  neighborhood  clubs,  familiar  talks  upon 

azine,  several  years  old,  is   worn  to  shreds  in  books,  art  exhibits,  and  the  loan  of  scientific 

the  passing  about  from  neighbor  to  neighbor;  collections,  as  features  of  branch  library  work. 

where  illustrated  journals  are  seldom  if  ever  The  spirit  actuating  these  well-meaning  efforts 
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for  the  betterment  of  the  people  is  that  which  this,  the  posting  in  the  schools  of  bulletins  and 
gives  life  to  missions,  social  settlements,  and  classified  lists,  the  children's  room  at  the  li- 
child-saving,  municipal  improvement,  and  good  brary,  the  special  card  catalog  of  children's  lit- 
citizenship  clubs.  The  problems  are  those  erature,  and  the  organization  among  pupils  of 
which  also  confront  the  settlement  workers.  "  library  leagues," — whose  members  are  pledged 
The  books  must  be  pushed,  but  diplomacy  is  to  read  certain  specified  books,  and  to  treat  all 
necessary.  Once,  at  Hull  House,  in  Chicago*  books  as  if  they  were  personal  friends, —  and 
anattempt  was  being  made  to  introduce  hygienic  we  have  a  community  of  interests  between 
principles  into  the  cookery  of  the  neighborhood,  school  and  library,  which  can  but  make  for  a 
A  poor  woman  at  last  came,  in  utter  despair,  to  higher  intelligence  in  the  generation  which  is 
remonstrate  to  Miss  Addams.  "  I  don't  want,"  to  succeed  us.  The  teachers  themselves,  bur- 
she  cried  between  her  sobs,  "to  have  to  eat  dened  with  often  excessive  curricula,  and  with 
hyg'enes;  I'd  ruthereat  what  I'd  ruther!"  Not  the  ever-increasing  machinery  of  school  admin- 
only  the  librarian  who  works  in  the  slums,  but  istration,  undoubtedly  were,  as  a  profession, 
she  who  is  trying  to  reform  the  reading  of  avil-  slow  to  recognize  the  practical  utility  of  the 
lage,  must,  to  be  successful,  see  to  it  that  the  library  in  their  work  ;  and,  even  after  the  re- 
**  hyg'enes"  are  not  only  worthy  but  accept-  cognition  became  inevitable,  there  were  many 
able.  who  looked  askance  at  this  new  labor-making 

Perhaps  in  none  other  of  its  manifold  activi-  device.     But    the    relationship  between  these 

ties  has  the  American  public  library  been  so  two  great  factors  in  public  education  is  at  last 

successful,  within    the    ten    years    just    past,  firmly  established,  and  has  come  to  stay.     It 

as  in  its  co-operation  with  the  schools.     This  was  in  recognition  of  this  relationship  that  New 

work   was   commenced   at  Worcester,   Massa-  Hampshire,  in  1895,  placed   both  schools  and 

chusetts,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  was  libraries  upon  the  same  plane  before  the  law, 

soon  successfully  adopted  in  a  few  other  cities;  by  making  the  establishment  and  maintenance 

but  it  is  only  within  the  past  few  years  that  it  of  libraries  compulsory. 

has  come  to  be  generally  recognized  as  a  nee-  In  1896,  the  Wisconsin  State  Teachers'  Asso- 

essary  department  of  library  administration,  elation  first  organized  a   library  section  ;  and. 

With   its   widened  application,  naturally   have  the  following  year,  the  National    Educational 

come  important  improvements   and  amplifica-  Association  appointed  a  committee  upon  "  the 

tions;  so  that  it  is  fair  to  claim  that  the  methods  relations  of  public  libraries  to  public  schools," 

of  to-day  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  with  instructions  to   propose  "methods  of  co- 

productof  this  remarkable  decade.    The  public  operation  by  which  the  usefulness  of  both  may 

librarian   who   would   best  serve  the   schools,  be  increased."    The   inquiry   inaugurated   by 

visits  them  and  gains  the  friendship  and  confi-  this  committee  has  been  continued  as  a  perma- 

dence  of  the  teachers.     She  invites  the  teachers  nent  feature  of  the  work  of  the  National  Coun- 

to  hold  meetings  in  the  library,  wherein  the  cil  of  Education.* 

resources  of  the  collection  are  examined,  the  Another  interesting  development  of  library 
indexes  and  books  of  reference  explained  and  work,  peculiar  to  this  decade,  is  the  relation- 
discussed,  and  the  forthcoming  term's  work  ship  between  the  library  and  the  women's  study 
outlined;  the  teachers,  on  their  part,  informing  clubs.  Our  land  is  still  relatively  new;  Amer- 
the  librarian  in  advance  as  to  the  lines  of  work  ican  men  are  yet  busy  laying  the  foundations 
along  which  they  purpose  to  conduct  their  for  family  fortunes  ;  many  of  their  sons  or 
classes.  The  teachers  occasionally  bring  their  grandsons  will  be  men  of  cultivated  leisure, 
classes  to  the  library,  and  the  simpler  methods  men  with  time  and  inclination  for  carrying  seri- 
of  consultation  are  exemplified,  so  that  the  ous  studies  into  adult  life.  Meanwhile,  the 
child  should,  by  the  time  he  enters  the  high  lamp  of  self-culture  is,  for  the  most  part,  being 
school,  understand  how  to  consult  many  of  the  borne  aloft  by  our  women.  To  meet  their  mul- 
ordinary  sources  of  reference.  titudinous  and  omnivorous  demands  for  infor- 

Boxes  of  books  for  instruction  and  entertain-  mation.  the  librarian  is  hard  pushed;  that  he 
ment,  selected  by  the  teachers,  are  sent  to  the  generally  succeeds,  speaks  well  for  his  re- 
schools —  sometimes  classified  by  grades  ;  and  sourcefulness  and  diplomacy.  In  many  large 
travelling  school  libraries,  to  assist  in  certain 


.         .  ....  *  See  the  excellent  Report  of  the  committee,  dated  May 

courses  of  study,  are  not  uncommon.     Add  to     31, 1899.    (Chicago:  UmverBity  Prett,  1899.     Pp.  80.) 
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city  libraries,  the  schools  and  the  study  clubs 
tog^ether  absorb  a  large  share  of  the  time  and 
energies  of  the  reference  stafif.  A  few  years 
ago,  university  extension  centers  were  the 
chief  patrons  of  the  reference  room  ;  but  exten- 
sion lecturing  has  passed  its  prime  —  the 
woman's  club  appears  to  have  largely  taken 
its  place.  What  will  succeed  the  club,  none 
can  foretell ;  we  may  be  well  assured,  however, 
that  the  tactful  librarian  will  be  ready  to  greet 
and  to  satisfy  the  new  comer. 

Freedom  of  access  to  shelves  is  a  distinctly 
recent  innovation.  A  few  large  and  many 
small  city  libraries  now  grant  practically  com- 
plete access,  reserving  only  rare  and  costly 
books.  Others  give  partial  access  —  for  in- 
stance, in  the  children's  room,  the  department 
of  popular  fiction,  and  the  reference-room  ; 
many  such  would  be  willing  to  allow  full  ac- 
cess, were  their  rooms  suited  for  the  purpose  ; 
while  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  newest 
buildings,  especially  in  small  cities,  have  been 
designed  with  this  end  in  view.  It  seems 
highly  probable  that,  long  before  the  close  of 
another  decade,  open  shelves  will  be  the  rule, 
not  the  exception. 

Inter-library  loans,  especially  between  refer- 
ence libraries,  are  now  more  frequent  than  ever 
before.  Boards  of  trustees  are  gradually 
amending  their  rules,  so  as  to  permit  their  li- 
brarians, within  certain  obvious  limitations,  to 
both  lend  and  borrow  from  sister  institutions. 
Distances  with  us  are  so  enormous,  that  the  in- 
vestigator cannot  readily  pass  from  one  center 
of  research  to  another;  by  overcoming  in  some 
measure  this  barrier  to  free  intercourse,  a  bless- 
ing is  conferred  upon  American  scholarship. 

Popular  attention  has  been  so  strongly  at- 
tracted by  the  evolution  of  the  library  as  a 
municipal  institution,  conducted  upon  the  most 
advanced  principles  in  an  age  of  audacious  ex- 
periment, that  many  are  apt  to  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  oldest  type  of  library,  that  of  the 
college  and  the  learned  society ,  has  in  America, 
at  least,  not  remained  stagnant  amid  the  gen- 
eral advancement.  Heirs  of  the  old  monastic 
Institutions  and  the  guilds  of  scholars,  these 
bodies  generally  administer  their  libraries  with 
cautious  conservatism.  Yet  we  find  the  best  of 
them  quite  abreast  of  the  age,  growing  rapidly 
in  size,  energy,  and  efl!clency  ;  and,  while  not 
easily  affected  by  fads,  willing  to  accept  im- 
provements, and  to  conduct  experiments  for 
the  benefit  of  the  craft. 


It  is  quite  within  the  present  decade  that  our 
finest  American  library  buildings  have  been 
erected.  The  Library  of  Congress  heads  the  list 
with  a  structure  costing  $6,300,000,  the  largest 
and  most  beautiful  of  its  class  in  the  world.  The 
building  which  houses  the  Boston  Public  cost 
$2,300,000,  and  easily  leads  in  size  and  come- 
liness the  city  libraries  of  the  country.  The 
new  and  stately  home  of  the  Chicago  Public 
cost  $2,000,000  ;  that  of  Columbia  University, 
$1,200,000 ;  of  Princeton  University,  $650,000  ; 
of  the  Milwaukee  Public  and  of  the  Wisconsin 
Historical  Society,  about  $600,000  each;  and 
Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  $500,000.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  libraries  costing  from  $100,000  to 
$200,000  each  have,  within  the  decade,  been 
built  in  considerable  numbers  throughout  the 
United  States;  and  buildings  averaging  $50,000 
each,  have  become  fairly  numerous. 

Many  of  these  structures  are  the  products  of 
private  bounty.  In  endowments  and  in  gifts 
for  books,  also,  our  American  libraries  have 
been  liberally  treated  within  the  past  ten  years. 
Unfortunately,  accurate  statistics  have  not 
been  kept  ;  but,  so  far  as  is  shown  by  the  in- 
complete reports  made  to  this  Association  and 
to  the  Library  Journal^  it  appears  that  since 
1890  the  vast  sum  of  approximately  $24,000,000 
has  been  bestowed  upon  American  libraries  for 
buildings,  books,  and  maintenance.  As  this 
computation  omits  the  many  individual  gifts 
which  fell  below  $1000  each,  it  is  fair  to  assume 
that  the  total,  as  here  given,  falls  10  per  cent 
below  the  actual  figures.  These  private  benefi- 
cences, together  with  correspondingly  gen- 
erous expenditures  of  public  money  within  the 
same  period,  aggregate  a  sum  probably  larger 
than  the  entire  previous  expenditure  for  libra- 
ries in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 

In  what  has  thus  far  been  said  relative  to 
American  library  progress  in  the  closing  decade 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  account  has  only 
been  taken  of  the  library  in  its  relation  to  the 
people.  No  less  remarkable  has  been  the  de- 
velopment of  professional  methods,  the  evi- 
dence of  which  is  less  obvious  to  the  public,  al- 
though the  results  make  in  a  high  degree  for 
the  economy  and  efiSciency  of  our  service  in  its 
behalf. 

Prominent  in  this  department  of  growth  has 
been  the  recent  marvellous  development  of  me- 
chanical contrivances,  with  which  American 
libraries  of  the  most  modern  type  are  now  well 
equipped.  ^Mention  might  also  be  made  of  rad- 
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ical  improvements  which  librarians  have,  in  the  of  a  central  cataloging  bureau,  and  the  sale  at 
last  few  years,  brought  about  in  the  care  and  dis-  cost  of  printed  cards  to  subscribing  libraries,  is 
tribution  of  the  printed  documents  of  the  United  an  obvious  solution  of  the  problem.  But  when. 
States  and  of. several  of  the  state  governments,  in  1893,  the  Library  Bureau  entered  upon  this 
But  it  is  in  the  direction  of  professional  technique  work,  which  was  afterwards  assumed  by  the 
that  we  are  now  chiefly  concerned;  and  herein  it  Publishing  Section,f  practical  difficulties  arose, 
will  probably  be  agreed  that  co-operation  is  the  so  that  the  number  of  subscribers  has  been 
most  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  decade,  pitifully  small.  Differences  in  systems  of  classi- 
I  have  already  alluded  to  inter-library  loans,  fication  and  in  catalogue  rules  were  import- 
and  to  exchange  of  duplicates,  systems  essen-  ant  objections  to  a  universal  acceptance  of  the 
tially  of  a  co-operative  character.  With  the  ex-  scheme;  but  the  chief  stumbling  block  has  been 
ception  of  "  Poole's  index,"  *  which  in  its  co  op-  the  fact  that  few  libraries  could  afiford  to  sub- 
erative  form  first  appeared  in  1882,  practically  scribe  for  cards  which  represented  books  that 
all  of  this  class  of  work  has  been  inaugurated  they  did  not  own,  and  the  Section  has  not  here- 
within  the  past  ten  years.  Guides  to  reading,  tofore  thought  it  practicable  to  receive  subscrip- 
bibliographical  bulletins,  selected  lists  of  books,  tions  for  less  than  the  entire  output  of  the 
all  are  in  effect  co-operative;  for,  although  bureau.  The  Committee  on  Co-operation,  work- 
primarily  intended  for  the  use  of  the  libraries  ing  in  harmony  with  the  Publishing  Section, 
issuing  them,  their  general  circulation  as  ex-  has  at  last,  after  much  thought  and  labor, 
changes,  and  their  adoption  by  sister  institu-  evolved  a  method  which  it  is  hoped  may  remove 
tions,  considerably  lessen  the  necessity  for  most  of  these  objections.  Should  the  proposed 
others  working  out  these  problems  for  them-  method,  after  full  conslderattion  from  practical 
selves.  The  publication,  under  the  auspices  of  points  of  view,  be  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  the 
this  Association,  of  annotated  lists,  and  of  the  approval  of  this  conference,  the  decade  would 
"A.  L.  A.  catalog,"  have  been  co-operative  be  crowned  by  the  adoption  of  one  of  the  most 
undertakings  of  the  decade,  and  enterprises  of  notable  reforms  in  the  history  of  librarian- 
this  character  will  soon  increase  in  number  and  ship. 

importance.   The  Publishing  Section  itself ,  prac-  Until  the  sixth  decade  of  this  centuryj  libra- 

tically  the  co-operative  machinery  of  the  Asso-  ^ies  for  community  use  were  practically  divided 

elation,  was  born  only  in  1886,  and  has  contin-  i^to  public  or  semi-public  collections  of  tools 

uously  proved  the  necessity  for  its  being.  for   scholars,   owned  by   states,  colleges,  and 

The  Association's    standing    Committee    on  learned  societies;  and    subscription   libraries, 

Co-operation  has,  conference    by  conference,  mostly  for   light  literature  — in  other   words, 

done  much  to  help  along  this  missionary  effort  reference  libraries,  available  only  for  scholars, 

toward  increasing  library  usefulness  by  avoid-  and  popular  libraries  for  those  who  could  afford 

ing  needless  repetition  of  effort.    At  this  present  x.o  pay.      While   not  supplanting  these   older 

conference  the  Committee  will  offer  a  scheme  types,  there  has  been  developed,  almost  within 

for   co-operative  cataloging,  which  gives  fair  our  own  day,  the  municipal  library,  a  combina- 

promise  of  revolutionizing  existing  methods  in  yx^^    of    both— the     reference-room    for    the 

the  most  costly  department  of  library  adminis-  scholar,  the  circulation- desk  for  the  multitude, 

tration.     It  has  for  many  years  been  commonly  !„  this  form  the  library  has  at  last  become  a 

remarked  among  us  that  for  each  library  labori-  public  institution:  for  the  people,  by  the  peo- 

ously  to  cataloge  its  own  books,   is  an  appal-  pie.    As  yet,   however,   it  is  far  from  being 

ling  duplication  of  labor  that  might  better  be  universal  in  its  application.     Although  growing 

expended  in  other  directions.    The  institution  rapidly,  and  ranging  in  every  degree  between 


iition  was  i«me<l  by  Dr.  Pooie  Id  ,848 ;  the     the  splendid  collection  in  the  palace  on  Copley 
.    In  X876,  at  tbenrst  meeting  of  this  As-     Square  and  the  little  travelling  library  in  some 


*The  fint  edition 
second,  in  1853  .  . 

sociatioD,  the  enterprise  was  broadened  and  made  co-op- 
erative, tne  first  volume  resulting  therefrom  being  puo- 


Fi^h^  in  ,88a"" FromT88r8;:cSn\iS^^^^^^^^      we^^?  SSg:  ,,  t  The  Pj^^^^g  Section  ^^^^^                                estab- 

lished  as  supplements  to  tht   LiSrary  Journml.   ^he  ^"*>«*  *  V^^' ^^"^  ^iS^r'sK^^Af  R^^.r^f^^^ 

"  First  supplement,"  an  independent  v6lume,  was  issued  P-  357,  382^04.   Jj>f  J;|J"i?^„SnJS  V^SSr  ^^.S,  U^ 

in  1888, the *^  Second  supplement " in  i893,and  the  "  Third  P^™^Tk^£f°  xk J^VLS^^^n^f^  ^to^  Pubf 

supplement "  in  .897.    An  annual  "  P66  e '»  appeared  in  f."?*^°^o^?j^-  JSl^^*'  T^^^^Z^JL^  \^ 

i85i ;  its  succcssorTthe  "  Annual  literary  index  »^  (includ-  Jwhing  Section  «Octobc^^^ 

ing  Assays  as  weU  as  magazine  aniclw),  first  is^ed  in  the  .:2>;^.^„«»^l"^fl.  *5lJ?"°^*"«^  ""^  "^^^  '""^  selected 

x89a,  has-been  continued  to  date.    The  "A.  L.  A.  index  "  pcnodicals  and  other  literature. 

was  published   in  1893,  and  the  Cleveland  **  Cumulative  %  The  oldest  free  library  in  the  United  Sutes,  the  Bos- 

index  "  began  In  1896.  ton  Public,  was  founded  in  1853. 
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log-house  in  British  Columbia,  this  new  demo- 
cratic institution  exists  only  in  isolated  spots. 
Many  fields  have  yet  to  be  worked  before  it  be- 
comes the  common  heritage  of  all  our  people. 
But  librarians  have  the  temper  of  propagandists; 
the  missionary  spirit  is  strong  within  them. 
Meetings  like  this  refresh  and  hearten  them  for 
their  work.  The  progress  of  the  next  ten  years 
will  surely  be  as  great  as  that  of  the  decade  now 
drawing  to  a  close,  for  we  are  but  on  the  thresh- 
old of  the  possibilities  that  await  us. 

These  possibilities  will  bring  their  attendant 
difficulties.  The  library  problem  differs  but 
slightly  from  those  of  the  schools  and  of  phil- 
anthropy, and  light  is  but  beginning  to  shine 
upon  those  troublous  paths.  The  city  librarian, 
the  village  librarian,  the  custodian  of  the  travel- 
ling library,  has  each  his  task  before  him,  dif- 
fering only  in  degree  —  how  best  to  help   his 


neighbors  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought;  how 
best  to  carry  forward,  along  his  chosen  path, 
the  torch  of  civilization. 

In  recognizing  the  dignity  of  our  vocation  as 
one  of  the  agencies  for  human  betterment,  let 
us  beware  of  overestimating  our  work.  We 
have  much  to  do,  much  to  acquire.  It  is  prob- 
able that  many  of  the  methods  and  even  ideals 
of  to-day  will  be  rejected  by  the  librarians  of 
the  morrow;  this  is  inevitable,  for  we  are  ever 
progressing,  and  progress  means  change.  If 
librarianship  has  in  our  day  come  to  be  recog- 
nized as  a  profession,  it  is  because  we  have  at 
last  become  imbued  with  the  scientific  spirit  — 
are  mutually  helpful,  continually  awake  to  new 
impressions,  eagerly  receptive  of  new  ideas  and 
new  ideals,  ever  experimenting,  ever  learning, 
ever  broadening,  ever  building  on  the  founda- 
tions of  the  past. 


CANADIAN  LIBRARIES. 

By  James  Bain,  Jr.,  Librarian   Toronto  {Can,)  Public  Library, 

AT  a  meeting  of  the  Association  held  at  in  it  there  are  to  be  found  few  large  towns.  Hali- 
the  Thousand  Islands  in  1887  I  had  the  fax,  its  capital,  engrosses  most  of  the  libraries, 
honor  of  reading  a  paper  on  the  pait  history  The  first  and  largest  of  these  is  the  Legislative 
and  present  condition  of  the  libraries  of  Can-  Library,  with  which  has  been  united  that  of  the 
ada.  My  task  on  this  occasion  will  be  to  con-  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  and  numbers  in 
tinue  that  paper,  to  report  upon  the  progress  books  and  pamphlets  32,500.  It  is  specially 
made  since  that  period,  and  upon  the  present  rich  in  its  early  official  mss.,  journals,  records, 
condition  of  the  libraries  throughout  the  Do-  and  papers  relating  to  the  difficulties  with  the 
minion.  Acadians,  and  the  troubles  to  which  the  early 
I  trust  that  I  will  not  be  held  presumptuous  settlers  were  exposed.  Of  these  a  catalog  was 
in  pointing  out  to  our  American  friends,  that  prepared  in  1886.  Dalhousie  University,  the 
like  the  United  States,  Canada  is  a  federation  largest  university  in  the  maritime  provinces,  has 
of  self-governing  provinces,  to  each  of  which  in  its  Arts  Library  11,760  volumes,  and  in  the 
has  been  assigned  by  the  central  government.  Law  Library  8000  volumes.  The  Nova  Scotian 
certain  specified  subjects  for  local  administra-  Institute  of  Science,  which  regularly  publishes 
tion.  Among  these  is  that  of  education,  which  its  valuable  Transactions,  has  a  collection  of 
of  course,  is  inclusive  of  libraries.  These  prov-  books,  principally  on  science,  amounting  to 
inces,  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pa-  3700.  Halifax  is  fortunate  in  possessing  a 
cific,  have  been  settled  or  partially  settled,  in  public  library,  which  is  called  the  Citizens'  Free 
different  ways,  and  at  more  or  less  recent  pe-  Library,  and  which  under  the  energetic  manage- 
riods.  That  in  which  we  this  year  meet,  will  ment  of  Miss  Warren  is  doing  excellent  work, 
soon  celebrate  its  400th  anniversary,  and  still  It  now  contains  22,300  volumes,  and  has  re- 
preserves  the  language  and  customs  which  it  cently  issued  a  subject  catalog  worthy  of  the 
brought  from  the  land  of  the  "  fleur  de  lis."  It  city.  There  is  also  a  circulating  library  which 
will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  take  each  in  de-  is  not  free,  containing  15,000  volumes,  known  as 
tail,  and  I  propose  to  commence  with  the  ex-  the  Garrison  Library.  In  Antigonish  the  College 
treme  east  and  pass  them  in  review  to  the  far  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  has  2500  volumes,  mainly 
west.  theological,    and    in    Windsor    the    venerable 

Nova  Scotia  is  the  oldest  of  the   English-  King's  University,  with  its  numerous  gifts  from 

speaking  provinces,  and   is  largely  maritime.  England,  has  a  library  which,  though  not  large 

The  population  is  scattered  along  the  coast,  and  in    number,    contains    many   treasures.     The 
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author-subject  catalog,  prepared  by  Mr.  Piers 
in  1893,  catalogs  7500  volumes.  In  VVolfvilie, 
in  the  £vangeline  country,  Acadia  College  has 
8500  volumes. 

Nova  Scotia  has  thus  nine  libraries  with  a 
total  of  90,020  volumes. 

The  little  island  of  Prince  Edward,  lying  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  has  only  one  town  of 
any  size,  Charlottetown.  It  contains  two  libra- 
ries—that of  the  Legislature,  which  has  4800 
books  and  pamphlets,  and  that  belonging  to  the 
Bar,  consisting  of  2700  law  books — making  a 
total  of  7500  volumes. 

To  the  west  of  Nova  Scotia  lies  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  peopled  principally  by  the 
descendants  of  the  Loyalists.  St.  John,  the 
chief  commercial  city,  has  an  active  public  li- 
brary, containing  12,000  volumes,  which  is  doing 
good  work  under  Miss  Martin's  management. 
In  the  north  end  of  the  city  a  free  library  has 
been  in  operation  for  some  years,  containing 
3000  volumes,  and  the  Church  of  England  In- 
stitute has  thrown  open  its  2000  volumes  to  all 
subscribers  of  one  dollar  per  annum.  The 
legal  profession  has  accumulated  3500  vol- 
umes. But  the  principal  libraries  of  the  province 
are  to  be  found  at  the  capital,  Fredericton,  the 
largest  of  which  is  the  Legislative  Library, 
amounting  to  15,000  volumes,  and  the  next,  that 
of  the  University  of  New  Brunswick,  8500.  The 
Barristers'  Society  has  also  3030.  In  the  town 
of  Sackville,  Mount  Allison  College  has  now 
8500  volumes.  The  total  for  the  province  is 
eight  libraries  containing  55,530  volumes. 

Passing  further  west,  we  have  the  large  pro- 
vince in  which  we  now  meet:  Quebec — contain- 
ing within  its  borders  the  wealthy  and  beauti- 
ful commercial  capital  of  the  Dominion,  Mon- 
treal, and  the  picturesque  and  historic  capital 
of  the  province,  Quebec.  Of  the  library  of  the 
richly  endowed  institution  under  whose  aus- 
pices we  are  gathered  and  the  results  of  the 
labors  of  Mr.  Gould  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  speak  further  than  to  refer  you  to  the  figures 
which  follow  —  "Si  monumentum  requiris  cir- 
cumspice."  The  libraries  of  the  city  number  31 
and  contain  413,025  volumes,  as  follows: 
Free  public  libraries. 

Fraser  Institute,  estab.  1870,  opened   1885; 
35,000  vol.  and  pamph. 
Mas  acquired  the  Mercantile  Library  and  that  of  the 
Institut  Canadien. 

Chateau   de    Ramezay — estab.    1890,  about 
6000  vol.  and  pamph. 
Does  not  lend  books  and  has  no  catalog. 

Montreal     Free     Library     (under     Jesuits' 
Church.)     Estab.    1889— circulating  only. 


English  section,  8,000  vol.;    French  sec- 
ton,  12,000  vol. — 20,000  vol. 
Managed  as  to  English  part  by  committee  of  three 
ladies;  small  printed  catalog  of  English  section  only. 

Westmount  Free  Public  Library,  opened  1899, 
2500  vol. 
Supported  by  town  of  Westmount,  free  to  all  as  a 
reference  library,  circulating  only  to  citizens  of  West- 
mount;  dictionary  card  catalog. 

Subscription,  Institutes,  etc. 

Bibliothdque  paroissiale  de  Notre-Dame,  et 
du  cercle  Ville  Marie.      Belongs   to  Se- 
minary of  St.  Sulpice,  16,000  vol. 
Subscription  ^.  for  six  mos.,  which  entitles  to  borrow 
one  book  at  a  time,  on  a  deposit  of  50c. 

Mechanics'  Institute,  estab.  1840;  14,162  and 
pamph. 
(fow  re-classifying  on  Cutter's  expansive  system; 
printed  catalog. 

Grand  Trunk  Literary  and  Scientific  Inst., 

7150  vol. 
Printed  catalog. 

Bibliothequedel'Immacul^e  Conception  (Jes- 
uits' Parochial  Library),  3000  vol. 

Bishops'  College  (medical),  579  vol. 

Ecole  Normale  Jacques  Cartier,  12,500  vol. 
and  pamph. 

Laval  University  (branch  of  Laval  at  Que- 
bec), Law,  8000;  Medical,  4000 — 12,000. 
Has  only  law  and  medical  books. 

McGill  University,  estab.  1856,  58,042  vol. 

Author  and  subject  card  catalog  incomplete;  class 
E.  C. 

McGill  Medical  Library,  21,000. 

One  of  the  most  complete  medical  libraries  on  the 
continent. 

McGill  University  Affiliated  Colleges. 

Presbyterian  College  of  Montreal,  16,000  vol. 
Manuscript  catalog. 

Congregational  College  of  Montreal,  3500  vol. 
No  catalog,  book  class  B.  C. 

Montreal   Diocesan    College    (now  includes 

Synod  Library),  4700  vol. 
Dictionary  card  catalog;  class  E.  C. 

Wesleyan  College,  3000  vol. 

Montreal  College,  estab.  1800,  45,000  vol. 
Property  of  the  Seminaire  de  Notre  Dame. 

St.  Mary's  College  (Jesuit),  general  library, 
20,000  vol.;  ref.,  5000  vol.;  St.  Mary's 
Archives,  studenis,  7000 — 32,000  vol. 

Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  50,000  vol. 
With  valuable  archives. 

Library  of  the  Seminary  of  Philosophy, 
20,000  vol. 

Scientific  and  Special. 

Architectural  Association  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  250  vol. 
Card  dictionary  catalog;  class  E.  0. 

Art  Association  of  Montreal,  650  vol. 
Printed  catalog  only. 

Canadian  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  1750  vol. 
No  catalog  nor  classification. 

Natural  History  Society — incorporated  1827, 
abt.  6000  vol. 
No  catalog  nor  classification. 

Provincial  Board  of  Health,  1500  vol. 
Printed  catalog. 

Y.  M.  C.  Association — founded  1854, 3800  vol. 
Printed  subject  and  author  catalog. 
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Y.  M.  C.  Association — reorganized  1899,  632  and  the  putting  them  on  a  more  permanent 

'vol.  basis    than  can   exist    under  associations  of 

Dictionary  card  catalog;  class.  B.  C.  .      .     •    j.    -j      1         a                                      /  *i.j 

\jg^y^  private  individuals.     As  a  consequence  of  this 

Advocates'  Library — estab.  Mar.  27,  1828,  In-  policy  there  are  now  in  the  province  406  public 

corporated  1849.17,010  vol.  libraries,   120  of  which  are  free  and   286  par- 
New  York  Life  Law  Library-estab.  1889  for  j^j,           ^^^^^  ,^^^^^  ^^      ^,^^^^  ^^^j^^,     j„ 

use  of  Tenants  only,  6500  vol.  .             „                        ^    .«              «,,      , 

Printed  caulog.  the   smaller  towns  and  villages.     The  largest 

The  largest  university  library  in  the  Domin-  of  these  libraries,  Toronto,  contains  110,000 
ion  is  that  of  Laval  at  Quebec,  unrivalled  for  its  volumes  and  the  smallest  about  250.  The 
collection  of  early  Canadian  historical  material,  united  incomes  for  1899  amounted  to  $193,421, 
Vicar-General  Hamel  has  charge  of  its  110,000  their  assets  were  valued  at  $935,976,  they  con- 
volumes.  The  Legislative  Library  for  the  tained  862,047  volumes,  and  their  issue  of  books 
Province,  which  is  in  the  Parliament  Buildings,  for  the  year  was  2,547,131. 
Quebec,  has  about  50,000  volumes;  the  Depart-  The  library  which  is  maintained  by  the  Legis- 
ment  of  Public  Instruction  11,000;  the  Legal  lature  for  its  own  use  has  grown  rapidly  dur- 
Library  of  the  members  of  the  bar  13,000,  and  ing  the  past  few  years,  under  the  management 
the  Literary  and  Historical  Society  19,000  vol"  of  Mr.  Avern  Pardoe,  and  now  contains  70,000 
umes.  In  1890  a  free  Workman's  Library  was  volumes,  and  the  Educational  Library  in  the 
opened  at  St.  Roch's,  one  of  the  divisions  of  Que-  department  of  the  Minister  of  Education,  which 
bee,  which  receives  a  subvention  from  the  city  is  freely  opened  to  all  students,  has  19,690  v. 
and  now  contains  4000  volumes.  In  addition  to  From  the  number  of  higher  educational  in- 
these  libraries  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  are  to  be  stitutions  in  the  province  we  might  freely  an- 
found  a  town  library  In  Sherbrooke  containing  ticipate  a  proportionate  number  of  libraries. 
5000  volumes,  and  college  libraries  in  St.  Hya-  The  largest  of  these,  the  University  of  Toronto, 
cinthe,  Sainte  Anne  de  la  Pocatiere  and  Three  numbers  60,000;  Queen's  University,  Kingston, 
Rivers,  respectively  25,000,  13,000,  and  7000.  has  36,000;  Ottawa  University  35,000.      The 

The  province  has  therefore  40  libraries  con-  total   number  of  books  reported   from  the  18 

taining  670,025  volumes.  universities  and  colleges  is  230,300. 

The  wealthier  and  more  homogeneous  prov-  The  Law  Society  of  Ontario  is  a  corporation 

ince  of  Ontario  has  had  for  the  past  18  years  composed  of  the  legal  profession  of  the  prov- 

a  free  library  act  among  its  statutes.     Under  ince,  which  among  other  duties  provides  for 

this  act  six  cities  and  towns  with  65,367  volumes  the  training  and  examination  of  students-at- 

had,  when  I  reported  in  1887  availed  themselves  law,  and  has  its  library  in  Osgoode  Hall,  To- 

of  its  permissive  powers,  which  number  has  now  ronto,  numbering  29,894  volumes.     It  also  aids 

increased  to  120.    There    were   also    at    that  in  the  formation  and  maintenance  of  local  law 

time     125    Mechanics'   Institutes,    containing  libraries  in  each  county  town.    These  number 

206,146  volumes,  scattered  throughout  the  prov-  24,  and  their  libraries  contain  from  a  few  hun- 

ince.     These  were  supported  partly  by  Gov-  dred  to  4000  volumes  each.     They   are  esti- 

ernment  grant  and   partly  by  private  annual  mated  to  contain  a  total  of  50,000  volumes  which 

subscriptions,  but  in  1895  the  legislature  passed  gives  the  number  of  law  books  in  Ontario  libra- 

an  act  converting  them  into  public  libraries,  ries  as  79,894.     There  are  also  11  scientific  and 

Permission  was  given  to  any  municipal  council  other  societies  whose  collections  of  books  num- 

to  appoint  a  board  of  management,  which  was  ber  25,736. 

authorizod  to  take  over  the  Mechanics'  Insti-  Summarizing  these  we  find  this  province  con- 

tute   Library  of  the  town  or  village  and    to  tains  439  libraries  which  are  more  or  less  open 

carry  it    on    as  a    free  public   library  —  the  for  public  use  and  which  have  on  their  shelves 

funds  being  provided  by  the  Government  and  1,287,667  volumes. 

the  municipality.     When  the  municipality  did  Proceeding   west,  we   have  the   province  of 

not  take  over  the  library,  power  of  incorpora-  Manitoba  on  the  great  prairie  land  in  the  center 

tion  was  given  to  not  less  than  10  persons  to  of  the  continent.     Winnipeg    almost    entirely 

form  a  body  for  the   purpose  of  providing  a  engrosses  what  libraries  it  has,  and  the  largest 

public  library,  financial  assistance  being  given  of  these  is  the  Legislative  Library,  which  in- 

by  the  Government.     Thus  the   policy  of  the  herited  whatever  small  collection  of  books  were 

administration  of  Ontario  has  been  steadily  in  the  Red  River  before  the   formation  of  the 

directed  to  the  municipal  ownership  of  libraries  province.    It  now  contains  17,435  volumes,  and 
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is  rich  in  papers  and  documents  pertaining  to  work  of  the  Archivist  of  the  Dominion,  Dr. 

the  early  days.     The   Literary  and  Historical  Douglas  Brymner,  is  so  well  known  that  it  is 

Society  have  arranged  with  the  city  authorities  barely   necessary   to  call  attention  to  the  rc- 

to  maintain  a   free   library  and  have  thrown  markable  collection  of  documents,  original  and 

open  for  reference  their  own  library,  which  now  copied,  over  which  he   exercises  supervision, 

numbers  about   15,000  volumes.     The  Univer-  The  library  which   is  attached  contains  about 

sity  of  Manitoba  with  its  affiliated  colleges  has  10,000  volumes,  principally  referring  to  Cana- 

about  8000  and  the   Law  Library  of  the  Law  dian  history  and  topography. 

Society  6000  volumes.     These  four  libraries  At  the  Meteorological  Office  at  Toronto,  the 

contain  46,435  volumes.  collection  of  books  principally  on  meteorology 

The  Northwest  Territories  have  a  library  in  and  magnetism  numbers  5000  volumes. 

connectionwithitsLegislature,  at  Regina,  which  These   five   Government  libraries  contain   a 

contains  about  3500  volumes.  total  of  250,000  volumes. 

Finally,  facing  the  Pacific  we  have  the  prov-  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  free  library 
ince  of  British  Columbia,  which,  though  lim-  system  has  not  yet  made  greater  progress 
ited  in  population,  in  library  matters  is  one  of  within  the  Dominion,  and  that  the  only  prov- 
the  progressive  provinces  of  the  Dominion,  inces  which  have  adopted  it  are  those  of  Ontario 
Two  years  ago,  finding  that  many  mining  and  British  Columbia.  The  prospects  are,  how- 
camps  and  isolated  agricultural  districts  were  ever,  encouraging.  The  fact  that  the  cities  of 
without  means  of  instruction,  they  organized  a  Halifax,  St.  John,  Quebec,  and  Winnipeg  have 
series  of  travelling  libraries.  During  the  past  established  libraries  as  part  of  their  municipal 
year  24  such  libraries  of  100  volumes  each  were  organization,  and  that  in  Montreal  the  suburb 
circulating  through  the  province,  and  it  is  be-  of  Westmount  has  made  a  commencement, 
lieved  were  productive  of  much  good.  The  shows  that  the  necessity  for  them  is  being  felt, 
Legislative  Library,  housed  in  the  beautiful  and  that  the  next  stage  of  extending  them 
building  at  Victoria,  contains  nearly  6000  vol-  throughout  their  respective  provinces  will  fol- 
umes,  and  the  Law  Library  in  the  same  place  low  in  due  course.  In  the  meantime  it  will  be 
about  2000.  In  addition,  Victoria  contains  a  seen  from  the  figures  given  that  the  number  of 
Public  Library  with  5000  volumes.  The  towns  volumes  within  the  Dominion  has  risen  from 
of  Westminster  and  Vancouver  have  also  free  1,103,000  to  2,420,577;  that  special  libraries  are 
public  libraries,  the  former  containing  1500  vol-  abundant,  the  larger  cities  being  fully  up  to  the 
umes  and  the  latter  about  1000.  Efforts  are  being  average  of  American  cities.  The  large  num- 
made  by  the  Legislative  Librarian,  Mr.  Schol-  ber  of  universities  and  colleges  throughout  the 
field,  to  organize  a  Provincial  Association  which  older  parts  of  the  Dominion  are  turning  out  a 
will  do  much  to  extend  the  library  system  body  of  graduates  who  must  ultimately  mould 
within  their  borders.  public  taste  and  guide  their  fellow  citizens  into 

British  Columbia  has  therefore  five  libraries  reading  habits;  and  the  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 

containing  14,500  volumes  and  2400  in  its  trav-  can  Library  Association  in  the  principal  com- 

elling  libraries.  mercial    city  of  the  Dominion  will   form   no 

I  have  not  included  in  my  estimate  the  libra-  small  factor  in  this  educational  work,  empha- 

ries  under  the  control  of  the  Central  Govern-  sizing,  as  it  does,  the  influence  and  extent  of 

ment    at  Ottawa.    First  among  these  is   the  the  work  on  this  continent  and  the  professional 

principal  library  of  the  Dominion  — the  Library  requirements  of  those  to  whom  it  is  committed. 

of  Parliament— which  now  contains  by  estimate  summary. 

200,000  volumes.     Every  one  who  has  seen  the  Libs.         X^^^q 

beautiful  building  in   which  this  collection  is  p^nce  Edward  Vsiand  !!!'.!!'. .       2            7*,50o 

housed  will  regret    that   more  space  was  not     ^^w  Brunswick 6  50  530 

provided  for  accessions,  and  the  problem  of  how     Quebec :    41         670,025 

to  increase  the  available  space  without  injury     Ontario  439      ^•287.667 

y     a    1  \  I.'  u      Ml     Manitoba 4  4C>.435 

to  the  architectural  effect    is  one   which  will     Northwest  Territories i  3,500 

soon  have  to  be   faced.     The  Library  of  the     British  Columbia 5  16,900 

Geological  and  Natural  History  Survey  is  at-     General  Government  libraries^^ 5         250,000 

tached    to  the    museum  and    contains   16,000  Total  in  1900 512      2,420,577 

books  and  pamphlets.    The  Library  of  the  Su-  In  1887 1,103,000 

preme  Court  consists  of  iQtSOO  1*"^  books.   The  Increase Ii3i7f577 
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THE   PROSE   WRITERS   OF   CANADA. 

By  Dr.  S.  E.  Dawson,  QueetCs  Printer,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

TT  is  not   possible,   in  the  compass  of  one  1870,  under  the  auspices  of  Laval  University, 

paper,  to  give  an  adequate  account  of  the  is  a  monument  of  the  scholarship  of  the  Abb6 

prose   writers   of  Canada.     In  the   first  place  Laverdidre,  its  editor,  and  of  the  generosity  of 

there  is  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  a  bi-lin-  its    publisher.     A  librarian    need    not    spend 

gual  literature,  and  then  there  is  the  difficulty  of  money  upon   original  editions,  for  this  is  the 

separating  that  which  deserves  mention  from  most  complete,  and  it  is,  besides,  the  most  cred- 

the  current  mass  of  printed  communication  ;  itable  specimen  of  the  printer's  art  ever  pub- 

and  when  one  is  called  upon  —  in  this  age  of  lished  in  Canada. 

newspapers  and   magazines  —  to  decide  as  to        From  the  time  of  Champlain  down  to  the  con- 

what  is  and  what  is  not  prose  literature,  the  quest  of  1760  learned  and  cultivated  men,  ec- 

difficulty  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  some  of  clesiastics   for  the   most  part,   wrote    in    and 

our  best  prose  writers  have  never  published  a  about  Canada,  but  their  books  were  published 

single  detached  volume.  in   Europe.    Marc  Lescarbot,  a  companion  of 

In  a  general  review  such  as  this,  it  will  be  Champlain,  wrote  in  French  a  History  of  New 
profitable  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  France,  and  enticed  "  Les  Muses  de  la  Nouvelle 
under  which  Canadian  literature  originated,  France  "  to  sing  beside  the  rushing  tides  of  the 
and  by  which  it  was  directed  into  its  actual  Bay  of  Fundy.  Then  came  the  long  series  of 
channels,  when  we  will  at  once  perceive  that,  Jesuit  Relations,  the  books  of  Father  Le  Clerq, 
with  reference  to  the  history  of  the  other  na-  the  Latin  history  of  Du  Creux,  the  learned 
tions  of  America,  Canada  is  both  young  and  work  of  Father  Lafiteau,  the  letters  of  Marie 
old.  Jamestown,  the  first  English  settlement  Guyart,  the  Huron  Dictionary  and  the  History 
on  this  continent,  was  founded  in  1607.  It  has  of  Father  Sagard,  the  Travels  of  Hennepin, 
been  desolate  for  200  years;  but  Quebec —  the  work  of  Bacqueville  de  la  Potherie,  and  the 
founded  in  1608,  only  one  year  later — is  still  works  of  Father  Charlevoix,  still  the  great  re- 
flourishing.  Besides  being  brave  soldiers  and  source  of  writers  on  Canadian  subjects.  There 
skilful  seamen,  both  Samuel  de  Champlain  and  were  many  others  ;  there  was  de  Tonty  — 
Captain  John  Smith  were  authors,  and  led  the  never  since  Jonathan  was  there  friend  so  faith- 
way  in  English  and  French  prose  writing  in  ful  as  he  was  to  La  Salle.  There  was  Denys, 
America  ;  but  there  was  a  break  in  the  contin-  the  capable  and  enterprising  governor  of  Cape 
uity  of  development  in  the  North,  while  in  the  Breton;  and  Boucher,  the  plain  colonist  of  the 
South  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  became  the  frontier  post  of  Three  Rivers  who  stood  up  be- 
center  of  intellectual  life,  which,  if  it  flowed  in  fore  the  Great  King  and  pleaded  the  cause  of 
a  narrow  channel,  was  intense  and  uninter-  the  despairing  colony  ;  and  then,  lest  we  be- 
rupted.  come  too  serious,  we  have  that  frivolous  young 

Canadian    literature    and   Canadian   history  officer,  the  Baron  de  Lahontan,  who  paid  off 

open  with  the  works  of  Samuel  de  Champlain.  the  pious  priests  of  Montreal  for  tearing  leaves 

Champlain  was  an  author  in  the  fullest  sense  out  of  his  naughty  pagan    books    by  telling 

of  the  word  ;  for  he  even  illustrated  his  own  slanderous  stories  of  all  the  good  people  of 

works  and  drew  excellent  maps,  which  he  pub-  Canada. 

lished  with  them.     His  works  include  not  only        But  this  literature,  while  considerable  in  ex- 

his  voyages  in  Acadia  and  Canada,  but  his  pre-  tent,  was  not  indigenous  to  the  soil ;  although 

vious  voyage  to  the  West  Indjes  and   his  de-  in  quality  it  was,  perhaps,  superior  to  that  of 

scription  of  Mexico.  He  wrote  also  short  trca-  the  English  colonies.     There  were  educational 

Uses  on  navigation  and  map  making,  which  are  institutions  and  teaching  orders  and  cultivated 

still  useful  to  explain  early  cartography.     The  people  ;  but  education  did  not  reach  the  mass, 

edition  of  hit  works  published  at  Quebec  in  A  printing   press    was  set    up  at  Cambridge, 
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Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1639  ;  but,  one  hun-  at  last,  but  not  repose  ;  for  with  peace  came  the 

dred  and  twenty  years   later,  when    Canada  sorrowful  procession  of    proscribed   refugees 

passed  under  British  rule,  there  was  not  one  who  laid  the  foundations  of  English  Canada, 

printing  press  in  the  whole  of  New  France.  United  Empire  Loyalists  they  were  called  and 

Even  the  card   money  was   handwritten,  and  United  Empire  Loyalists  are  their  descendants 

the   Ordonnanees  —  a  sort  of  government  de-  to  the  present  day.     Well  is  it  for  us  that  they 

bentures    passing   current    as    money  —  were  were  educated  men  ;  for  the  institutions  their 

printed  in  France.    There  was  in  New  France  fathers  had  helped  to  found  had  to  be  left  be- 

a  polite  and  cultivated  society,  but  the  litera-  hind,  and  they  set  their  faces  to  the  unbroken 

ture  which  existed  was  a  reflex  of  the  culture  wilderness  where  the  forest  came  down  to  the 

of  Old  France  —  of  the  France  of  the  Bourbon  water's  edge  —  where  the  only  roads  were  In- 

kings.     This  jealousy  of  the  press  in  Canada  is  dian  trails,   or   paths   moide   by  wild  animals 

very  remarkable,  because  there  was  at  least  through  the  thickets.     The  time  for  literature 

one  printing  press  in  Mexico  in  1539  and  ^^'^  ii^  ^^^  ^^^  come,  for  there  were  farms  to  be  cleared 

Peru  in  1586.  and  roads  and  bridges  and  churches  and  school 

Upon  a  people  thus  socially  organized  the  houses  to  be  built.     All  these  lay  behind  them 

English    conquest   fell   with    great   force  for,  in  the  homes  from  which  they  had  been  driven, 

after    the    capitulation    and  at  the    peace  in  Clearly  then,  if   we   want  original    Canadian 

1763  when  New  France  was  definitively  ceded,  works  for  our  libraries,  we  must  pass  over  these 

the    majority    of   the    educated   laymen  emi-  years. 

grated   to  France    and  left  the  people  with-  But  not  yet  was  this  people  to  find  repose,  for 

out  their  natural  leaders.     It  is  to  the  honor  our  grandparents  had  scant  time  to  organize 

of  the  clergy  that  they  did  not  abandon  their  themselves  into  civil  communities  when   war 

charge.  Bowing  to  circumstances  beyond  their  broke  out  again,  and  tuey  again  took  up  arms 

control,  they  severed  their  connections  with  the  for  the  principles  they  held  dear.    The  struggle 

Motherland;  and,  if  French  literature  in  Canada  was   exhausting,  for  they  had  to  fight  almost 

now  breathes  with  a  national  life  all  its  own,  it  alone.     The  Mother-country   could  give  very 

is  due  to  the  Church  which  sustained  it  in  its  little  assistance,  because  she  was  engaged  in  a 

time  of  sore  discouragement.     Literature  could  life-and-death  conflict  with  a  world  in  arms.  In 

not  flourish  under  such  conditions  ;  moreover,  that  '*  splendid  isolation,"  which  has  more  than 

French  and  English  Canadians  had  yet  both  to  once  been  the  destiny  of  England,  the  little  half 

undergo  many  trials  and   many  political  and  French,  half  English  dependency  stood  firm,  but 

military  experiences.  her  frontiers  were  again  swept  by  invasion,  and 

The  English  who  first  came  to  Canada  did  the  destruction  of  war  and  subsequent  recovery 

not  come  in  pursuit  of  literature  ;  and,  besides,  from  its  effects  postponed  again  the  era  of  lit- 

the  air  was  charged  with  electricity  ;  for  the  erature ;  for  our  land  was  all  borderland  and 

treaty  of  peace  had  scarcely  been  ratified  when  felt  the  scourge  of  war  in  its  whole  extent.     At 

the  Stamp   Act  was   passed.     In  the  ensuing  last  came  peace,  and  the  Canadian  people  could 

struggle,  after  some  hesitation,  the  new  sub-  settle  down  to  the  normal  development  of  their 

jects  of  England   sided  with  her;  for,  in  the  own  institutions;  but  long,  long  years  had  been 

much-maligned  Quebec  Act,  she  had  dealt  just-  lost,  and  it  was  not  until  1825  or  1830  that  any 

ly,  and  even  kindly  with  them,  and  they  rallied  interest  in  the  pursuit  of  literature  began  to  be 

to  her  support.    The  war  swept  to  the  walls  of  felt. 

Quebec  and  yet  the  Commissioners  of  the  Con-  And   now  that  I  have  endeavored  to  make 

tinental  Congress  could  not  sweep  the  province  plain  the  circumstances    which    retarded   the 

into  the  Continental  union.     Even  the  astute  development  of  Canadian  literature  I  will  pass 

Franklin,  in  whose  hands  Oswald  and  Hartley  on  to  a  short  survey  of  the  books  of  which  it  is 

and  Lord  Shelburne  were  as  wax,  and  who  was  composed,  and  you  will  find,  as  in  fact  might 

able  to  outwit  even  a  statesman  like  Vergennes,  have  been  supposed,  that  our  prose  literature 

was  foiled  at  Montreal  by  the  polite  but  inflex-  has   naturally    followed    up    those    directions 

ible  resolution  of  the  French  Canadian  clergy  which  had  special  reference  to  practical  life, 

and  gentry.  No  one,  I  think,  but  Rich  had  been  devoting 

The  tide  of  invasion  receded  and  peace  came  himself  to  the  bibliography  of  American  books 
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when  Faribault  published  in  1837  at  Quebec,  in  rate  and  in  magazines,  for  the  subject  is  a 
French,  his  "  Catalogue  of  works  on  the  history  favorite  one  with  Canadians.  The  catalogs  o' 
of  America  with  special  reference  to  those  re-  the  parliamentary  library  at  Ottawa  and  the 
lating  to  Canada,  Acadia,  and  Louisiana."  He  public  library  at  Toronto  are  also  very  useful 
had  served  in  the  war,  but  when  the  Lit-  to  collectors  and  students, 
erary  and  Historical  Society  was  founded  he  The  English  kings  had  no  jealousy  of  the 
became  one  of  its  most  active  members.  He  printing  press.  William  Caxton  had  a  good 
was  president  and  then  perpetual  secretary,  and  position  at  the  court  of  Margaret  Plantagenet, 
in  his  time  were  published  many  reprints  of  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  and  her  brother,  King 
scarce  works.  He  had  been  chief  adviser  in  Edward  IV.,  received  him  with  favor.  In  1503 
collecting  the  Americana  in  the  parliamentary  two  of  his  apprentices  were  made  King's  Print- 
library  which  was  burned  in  1849,  and  he  was  ers,  and  since  that  time  there  has  always  exist- 
then  sent  to  Europe  to  make  purchases  to  re-  ed  by  patent  a  royal  printer  {Regius  Impressor) 
place  the  loss.  Faribault's  catalog  contains  through  whom  alone  the  orders  and  proclama- 
valuable  notes,  both  original  and  extracted.  It  tions  of  the  government  have  been  issued, 
is  now  very  scarce,  a  copy  in  the  Menzies'  sale  The  office  of  King's  Printer  became  there- 
bringing  $8.  Morgan's  "  Bibliotheca  Canaden-  after  an  important  factor  in  English  adminls- 
sis  "  is  the  next  catalog  in  order.  It  is  a  work  tration,  and  it  was  introduced  into  all  the  colo- 
of  great  industry  and  covers  the  whole  period  nies.  No  sooner,  therefore,  was  Canada  finally 
from  the  conquest  down  to  the  time  of  its  ap-  ceded  in  1763  than  a  printing  office  became  a 
pearance  in  1867.  The  same  writer's  "  Cana-  Government  necessity  at  Quebec.  In  1764 
dian  men  and  women  of  the  time,"  published  in  Brown  and  Gilmour  published  the  Quebec 
1898.  practically  continues  the  first  work  ;  for.  Gazette  by  authority,  and  in  1767  a  folio 
although  it  contains  notices  of  a  vast  number  volume  of  Ordinances.  William  Brown  con- 
of  people  who  are  not  in  the  remotest  way  con-  tinued  to  print  for  the  Crown,  but  the  first 
nected  with  letters,  yet  all  the  litterateurs  are  imprint  which  appears  to  indicate  the  existence 
there — all  I  said,  inadvertently,  for  there  are  of  a  formal  Royal  patent,  direct  from  the 
a  few  important  names  omitted.  Crown,  is  that  of  William  Vondenvelden  in 
In  1886  the  late  Dr.  Kingsford  published  a  1797.  John  Bennett  was  King's  Printer  in 
book  called  "Canadian  archaeology,"  dealing  Upper  Canada  in  1801.  Christopher  Sower 
with  early  printed  Canadian  books,  and  he  was  King's  Printer  in  New  Brunswick  in  1785, 
supplemented  it,  in  1892,  by  another — the  and  John  Bushell  was  King's  Printer  in  Nova 
*' Early  bibliography  of  Ontario" — for  the  first  Scotia  as  early  as  1752.  In  1756  we  find  his 
had  been  written  too  hurriedly  to  be  accurate,  name  affixed  to  a  proclamation  offering  £2$ 
Sir  John  Bourinot  has  done  excellent  work  in  for  every  Micmac  scalp.  Settlers  on  the  out- 
this  field  in  his  "  Intellectual  development  of  skirts  of  Halifax  had  been  losing  scalps;  for 
the  Canadian  people,"  Toronto,  188 1,  and  in  a  the  Micmacs  made  their  collection  a  labor  of 
monograph  for  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  love,  and  the  Abb6  le  Loutre,  who  controlled 
"Canada's  intellectual  strength  and  weakness,"  the  Micmacs,  could  buy  18  British  scalps  for 
1898.  A  work  of  great  value  on  Canadian  only  1800  livres.  Naturally  they  had  to  bid 
bibliography  has  been  written  by  Phileas  Gag-  higher  at  Halifax.  All  this  did  not  invite  to 
non,  "  Estaide  bibliographie  Canadienne  "  — a  literary  pursuits;  but  the  volumes  of  statutes 
handsome  octavo  of  722  pages,  published  by  the  and  official  documents  were  well  printed,  and, 
author  at  Quebec  in  1895.  It  contains  valuable  if  literature  did  not  flourish,  it  was  not  for 
notes  and  facsimile  reprints  of  rare  title-pages,  want  of  a  printing  office.  These  volumes  were 
Besides  these  there  is  an  exhaustive  annotated  books,  but  not  literature,  and  cannot  be  noticed 
Bibliography  of  books  printed  in  New  Bruns-  here. 

wick  by  Macfarlane,  St.  John,  1895;  Lareau's        It  will  be  of  interest  to  say  a  few  words  about 

**  Histoire  de  la  litt^rature  Canadienne,"  Mon-  the  first  books — the   Canadian  incunabula  so 

treal,  1874;  *°<1  Haight's  "  Catalogue  of  Cana-  precious  to  bibliophiles.    The  first  book  printed 

dian  books/'  Toronto,  1896.      I  can  mention  at  Quebec  was      "  Le  cat6chisme  du  diocese 

only  these  few;    there  are  besides  innumer-  de  Sens,"    Brown  &  Gilmour,  1764  —  one  year 

able  monographs  in  French  and  English,  sepa-  after  the  cession.    Only  one  copy  is  now  known. 
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Then  followed  an  "  Abridgement  of  Christian  printed  there.     The  same  press  issued  in  1832 

doctrine,"  in  Montagnais,  by  Father  Labrosse,  an  original  worlc  by  David  Thompson,  a  *'  His- 

In  1767.    Then  Cugnet's   "  Trait6  de  la  loi  des  tory  of  the  War  of  1812." 

fiefs  "  —  and  other  branches  of  the  old  French  I  cannot  pretend,  in  a  paper  like  this,  to  give 
law,  for  it  was  in  four  parts  — William  Brown,  more  than  a  general  indication  of  the  extent  of 
1775*  Cugnet  was  a  very  able  man.  He  was  publication  In  those  days.  There  were  books 
Clerk  to  the  Council  and  assisted  the  English  and  pamphlets  I  have  not  mentioned ;  but  there 
Government  by  advising  them  upon  the  old  were  very  few  books  published  in  Lower  Can- 
laws  of  Canada.  ada  before  1833,  and  in  Upper  Canada  before 

The  first  book  printed  at  Montreal  was  *'Le  1841.  During  all  that  period,  however,  there 
reglement  de  la  Confr^rie  de  I'adoration  perpe-  were  many  prose  writers,  for  the  newspaper 
tuellc  du  Saint  Sacrement,"  Mesplet  &  Berger,  press  was  very  active,  and,  in  the  times  before 
1776.  Then  we  have  "Le  juge^paix"  —  a  telegraphs,  the  newspapers  contained  more 
translation  of  a  portion  of  Burns'  **  Justice  of  original  matter,  compared  with  advertisements, 
the  peace  "  —  by  J.  F.  Perrault,  a  volume  of  561  than  they  do  now.  Newspapers  were  diligent- 
pages,  8vo,  printed  by  Mesplets  in  1789.  Re-  ly  read  and  editorials  were  more  valued  than 
ligion  and  law  are  the  two  organizing  factors  now. 

of  society,  and  this  practical  people  were  chiefly  The  political  circumsunces  of  Canada  are  so 
concerned  with  conduct  in  this  world,  not  for-  exceptional  that  almost  every  problem  which 
getting  regard  to  the  next  —  in  which  every-  can  arise  in  the  domain  of  politics  has  been,  at 
body  fully  believed.  Later  on,  in  1810,  we  find  some  time  or  other,  encountered  by  our  states- 
the  imprint  of  Nathan  Mower  on  a  reprint  of  men.  Questions  of  race,  of  language,  of  re- 
Bishop  Porteous*  •*  Evidences."  In  1812  ap-  ligion,  of  provincial  autonomy,  of  federative 
peared  Blyth's  "Narrative  of  the  death  of  union,  of  the  relative  obligations  between  an 
Louis  XVL;"  and,  in  1816,  a  volume  of  Roman  imperial  central  power  and  self-governing  col- 
Catholic  prayers  in  Iroquois.  These  are  not  onies,  have  all  been  of  necessity  threshed  out 
all  the  books  printed  in  those  years,  but  the  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Their  underlying 
titles  indicate  the  tendencies  of  the  people.  principles  have  not  only  been  laid  bare,  but 

We  have  in  Huston's"  Repertoire  nalionale"  legislation  has  built  firm  social  and  political 

(the  first  edition  of  which  is  very  scarce,  but  structures  upon  them.     For  this  reason  there 

which  was  reprinted  in  four  vols,  at  Montreal  in  has  always  been  a  great  deal  of  political  pam- 

1893)  a  collection  of  extracts  —  in  fact,  a  cyclo-  phleteering  in  Canada  which,  in  later  days  and 

paedia  of  native  French   Canadian    literature  in  larger  communities,  would  have  expanded 

from  the  earliest  times  down  to   1848.    One  into  books.     I  have  a  great  respect  for  a  pam- 

piece  alone  (a  poem)  bears  date  prior  to  the  phlet  upon  a  serious  subject;  because   I  feel 

English  period.     It  is  dated  1734.     From  1778  sure  the  author  did  not  write  it  for  money,  but 

to  1802  there  are  only  12  articles.     It  was  not  because  he  had  something  to  say.     Pamphlets 

until  1832  that  the  French  national  spirit  be-  come  hot  from  the  brain  of  a  man  who  cannot 

came  thoroughly  awake,  and  from  that  year  help  writing.      Great   revolutions  have  been 

the  extracts  became  increasingly    numerous,  wrought  by   pamphlets   falling,   like   burning 

The  first  books  in  general  literature  began  to  coals,  upon  inflammable  materials.    Many  of 

appear  in  1830  and  1831,  and,  in  1832,  the  Leg-  the  pamphlets  relate  to  the  union  of  the  col- 

islative  Assembly  passed   the  first  Copyright  onies.    Many  of  them  look  forward  to  the  or- 

Act.     That  year,  then,  would  be  a  convenient  ganization  of  the   Empire,  but    able    though 

date  from  which  to  reckon  the  revival  of  litera-  many  of  them  were,  the  times  were  not  ripe, 

ture  in  Canada.  For  the  reasons  cited  above,  the  number  of  our 

The  first  book  in  general  literature  published  prose  writers  who  have  devoted  their  labors  to 

in  Upper  Canada  was  a  novel,  "St.  Ursula's  constitutional  and   parliamentary  history  and 

Convent;  or,  the  nun  of  Canada,"  printed  at  law  is  large.    Two,  however,  stand  out  before 

Kingston  in  1824.    There  was  also  a  press  at  all  the  others  and  have  won  high  reputation 

Niagara  (on  the  Lake)  which  did  some  reprint-  throughout  Britain  and  her  colonies.     Dr.  Al- 

ing;  for  we  find  that,  in  1831,  Southey's  "  Life  pheus  Todd  and  Sir  John  Bourinot  are  known 

of  Nelson  "and  Gait's  "Life  of  Byron"  were  wherever  parliamentary  institutions  are  studied. 
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Dr.  Todd's  chief  work,  "  Parliamentary  gov-  as  did  their  own  national  church.  The  sub- 
ernment  in  England/'  is  one  of  the  great  ject  is  profoundly  interesting  and  there  is  a 
standard  authorities.  It  has  passed  through  mass  of  literature  relating  to  it.  The  English 
two  editions,  and  a  condensed  edition  has  been  who  came  in  immediately  after  the  conquest 
published  by  a  leading  English  writer.  It  has  sought  to  govern  the  country  without  reference 
also  been  translated  into  German  and  Italian,  to  the  institutions  of  the  conquered  people,  and 
He  wrote  also  a  work,  indispensable  to  the  the  early  English  governors.  General  Murray 
self-governing  colonies  of  the  empire,  *' Par-  and  Lord  Dorchester,  were  to  the  French  Can- 
liamentary  government  in  the  British  col-  adians  a  wall  of  defence.  The  period  may  be 
onies,"  in  which  is  set  forth,  in  clear  detail  and  studied  in  the  works  of  Baron  Maseres,  a  man 
with  aboundifig  references,  the  mode  of  adap-  of  great  ability,  who  was  Attorney-General  of 
tation  of  the  British  Parliamentary  system  to  the  Province  and  afterward  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
all  the  diverse  colonies  of  the  Empire.  chequer  Court  in  England.     He  was  of  Hugue- 

The  name  of  Sir  John  Bourinot.  the  clerk  of  not  stock  and  had  strong  anti-Roman  preju- 

the  House  of  Commons,   must  frequently  be  dices    though    personally  very    amiable.     He 

mentioned  in  any  account  of  Canadian  litera-  could  not  see  why  the  French  should  not  prefer 

tare.     His  literary  work  is  large  in  extent  and  the  English  civil  and  ecclesiastical  laws  and 

is    valued    throughout    all    English-speaking  wrote  a  number  of  books  to  persuade  them  to 

communities.    His'*  Parliamentary  procedure  "  it.     He  could  not  see,  either,  how  there  could 

Is  the  accepted  authority  of  our  Parliament,  be  a  negative  quantity  in  algebra  and  wrote  a 

His  "Constitutional  history  of  Canada"  is  the  quarto  volume  to  demonstrate  the  absurdity  of 

best  manual  on  the  subject.     His  two  series  of  that   notion.     Later  on  came  the  discussions 

"  Lectures  on  federal  government  in  Canada  "  which  led  to  the  division  of  the  province  and  the 

and  '*  Local  government  in  Canada  "  have  been  separation  of  Upper  from  Lower  Canada.  Then 

published  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  '*  University  followed    the    agitations  of    Papineau   in  the 

studies,"  and  his  "Comparative  study  of  the  Lower,  and    Gourlay   and    Mackenzie  in  the 

political  systems  of  Canada  and  the  United  Upper    Province,    with  an  abundant  crop   of 

States,"  read  before  Harvard  University  and  the  pamphlets  leading  up  to  the  reunion. 

Johns  Hopkins  School  of  Political  Science,  has  But  while  these  were  often  party  pamphlets, 

l>een  published  in  the  "Annals"  of  the  Ameri-  of  no  real  value,  there  was  also  much  writing 

can  Academy  of  Political  Science.     On  these  by  such  men  as  the  Howes,  Sewells,  Stuarts, 

and  kindred  subjects  he  has  contributed  largely  Robinsons,  Haliburtons,  and  others  of  refugee 

not  only  to  the  periodicals  of  his  native  country,  stock.    These  men  were  exponents  of  views  of 

bnt  to  reviews  in  England  and  in  the  United  the  destiny  of  the  English  race  and  the  im- 

States.  portance  of  an    organization  of    the    Empire 

Although  I  have  specially  mentioned  these  which  had  been  held  by  Shirley,  Hutchinson, 
two  writers,  there  are  many  others  who  have  Dickenson,  and  even  by  Franklin  himself  in 
done  important  work  in  this  field;  as,  for  in-  1754  and  down  to  a  short  time  previous  to  the 
stance.  Prof.  Ashley,  now  of  Harvard,  whose  Revolution.  The  Loyalists  had  been,  and 
"  Lectures  on  the  earlier  constitutional  history  these  men  were,  as  jealous  of  constitutional 
of  Canada  "  are  highly  esteemed,  and  William  freedom  as  the  leaders  of  the  popular  party. 
H.  Clement,  whose  volume  on  "  Canadian  con-  Their  successors  in  our  days.  Col.  Denison, 
stitutional  law"  is  the  text-book  at  Toronto  Dr.  Parkin,  O.  W.  Howland,  and  the  Imperial 
University.  The  field  was  very  wide  and  from  Federal  League,  are  the  heirs  and  representa- 
the  first  the  problems  to  be  solved  after  the  tives  of  the  men  who  dreamed  that  great  dream 
cession  were  complex  and  difiicult.  A  people,  which  Thomas  Pownall  (governor  of  the  col- 
alien  in  race,  religion,  and  language,  and  im-  onies  of  South  Carolina,  New  York,  and  Mas- 
mensely  superior  in  numbers,  were  to  be  gov-  sachusetts  from  1753  to  1768)  printed  in  capital 
erned,  not  as  serfs,  but  as  freemen  and  equals,  letters  in  his  "  Administration  of  the  Colonies  " 
It  was  a  civilization  and  a  system  of  law  equal  that  "  Great  Britain  might  no  more  be  consid- 
to  their  own  with  which  the  English  had  to  ered  as  the  kingdom  of  this  isle  only,  with 
reckon  and  with  a  religion  which  penetrated  many  appendages  of  provinces,  colonies,  set- 
to  the  very  foundation  of   society  as  deeply  tlements  and  other  extraneous  parts,  but  as  a 
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great  marine  dominion  consisting  of  our  pos-  "History"  was  written  in  French  and  the  four 

sessions  in  the  Atlantic  and  in  America  united  octavo  volumes  of  which  it  consists  appeared 

into  a  one  Empire  in  a  one  centre  where  the  between   1845  and  1852,  a  period  of  storm  and 

seat  of  government  is."    The  dream  was  shut  stress  in  Canadian  politics;  hence  it  is  animated 

up  for  many  days,  and  even  many  years;  for  by  strong  prejudices  against   his  English  com- 

the  times  of  the  *'  Little  Englanders  "  were  to  patriots.     There  have  been   several  editions  in 

come;  but  it  may  be  that,  in  the  latter  days,  if  French  and  there  is  an  English   translation  by 

not  a  pax  Britannica  a  pax   Anglicana   may  Bell,  with  corrective  foot  notes  like  some  of  the 

reach  round  the  world  —  a  peace  of  justice,  of  orthodox  annotated  editions  of  Gibbon, 

freedom,  of  equality  before  the  law  —  and  who  Very  different  is  the   "  Histoire  du  Canada" 

can  tell  where  the  centre  of  the  English-speak-  of  the   Abb6  Ferland,  published  from  1861  to 

ing  world  may  then  be.  1865  at  Quebec.     It  consists  of  a  course  of  lec- 

The  history  of  Canada  and  of  its  separate  tures  which,  as  professor  of  history,  the  author 

provinces  has  been  the  favorite  theme  of  our  delivered  at  Laval   University.      The    work, 

writers  of  prose.     The  histories  written  during  unfortunately,  extends  only  as  far  as  the  ces- 

the  French  regime  were  published  in  France;  sion  in   1763.     It  is  the  result  of  great  labor 

but,  soon  after  the  cession,  a  new  movement  and  research,  and  is  written  with  impartiality, 

towards  the  study  of  Canadian  history  com-  The  same  period  is  covered  in  English  by  a 

menced.     Heriot,  Deputy  Postmaster-General  carefully  written  work,  in  one  'volume,  by  Dr. 

of  Canada,  wrote,  in  1804,  a  "  History  of  Can-  H.  H.  Miles.     It  was  published  in  i88i,and  is 

ada  "  of  which  only  one  volume  appeared,  but  it  the  most  convenient  manual  of  the  history  of 

was  published  in  London  and  had  no  original  the  French  domination. 

merit.     The  first  really  Canadian  history  was  Benjamin  Suite's  "  Histoire  des  Canadiens- 

published  by  Neilson  at  Quebec  in  1815.     It  is  Fran9ais,"   published   in  1882- 1884,  in  8  vols., 

in  two  8vo  volumes  and  is  very  well  printed,  quarto,  is  a  very  valuable  history,  and,  if  it  had 

The  author,  William  Smith,  was  clerk  to  the  been  published  in  a    more  convenient  form. 

Legislative  Assembly,  and  besides  Charlevoix,  would  be  known  as  widely  as  it  deserves  to  be. 

of  whose  labors  he  made  free  use,  he  had  the  The  author's  minute  acquaintance  with  the  life 

records  of  government  at  his  service.     Never-  of  the  French  Canadian  people  makes  his  work 

theless,  the   work  is   not  of    much    historical  necessary  for  reference.     Mr.  Suite  is  one  of 

value.     It  is  very  scarce  and  a  good  copy  will  our  most  prolific  writers  on  historical  subjects, 

bring  about  $40.     Robert  Christie,  a  Nova  Sco-  His  style  is  happy  and  his  information  accurate, 

tian  by  birth,  is  the  next  in  order  of  date  and  Dr.   William   Kingsford's   "History,"  in  10 

bis  literary  work   extends  over  a  long  life,  vols.,  octavo,  is  the   most  important  historical 

He  wrote  a  volume  on  the  **  Administration  of  work   which   has   hitherto    been    produced  in 

Craig  and  Prevost,"  which  was  published  in  Canada,  and   it  extends  from  the  discovery  of 

1818,  and  the  same  year  a  "  Review  of    the  the  country  down  to  the  union  of  Upper  and 

political  state  of  Canada  under  Sir    Gordon  Lower  Canada  in  1841.     He  wrote  with  great 

Drummond  and  Sir  John    Sherbrooke.*'    He  independence  of  judgment,  and  he  is  the  first 

wrote  also  a  *'  History  of  Lower  Canada  from  of  our  writers  to  make  extensive  use  of  the 

1 791  to  1 841,"  defective  in  literary   form  but  precious  collection  of  original  papers  collected 

valuable  as  a  mine  of  documents  and  extracts,  by    Dr.    Brymner,   the    Dominion    archivist. 

Michel   Bibaud's  volume  of  "  Epttres,  chan-  Hi9  industry  was  indefatigable  —  his  work  is 

sons,  satires  et    6pigrammes,"    published    in  enduring;  but  his  reward  was  inadequate,  and 

1830,  marked  the  commencement  of  modern  the  last  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  labor 

French  Canadian  literature.     He  wrote  also  a  which  is  now  only  —  after  he  is  dead  —  com- 

*'  History  of  Canada"  in  two  vols.,  published  mencing  to  be  appreciated, 

in    1837  and    1844.   now  very  scarce  and   little  A   notice  of  the  prose  writers  of  Canada  is 

referred  to.     Garneau  is  the  first  French  Cana-  incomplete  without   mention  of  the   Rev.    Dr. 

dian  historian   worthy  of  the  name  both   for  Withrow,   who  has  published   a  work  on  the 

literary  style  and   for  original  research.     His  catacombs  of    Rome  which    passed    through 

'*  History  "  is  a  work  of  great  merit  and  in  many  several  editions  and  met  with  favor  among  the 

respects  has   not  been  surpassed.    Garneau's  reviewers  of  the  United  States.     He  has  writ- 
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ten  on  the  "  Romance  of  missions  "  and  on  the  Dent's  "  Last  forty  years  "  and  his  "  Story  of 

"  Early  history  of  the  Methodist  church,"  and  the  Upper  Canada  rebellion."    Such  books  are 

a  list  of  his  works  would  be  too  long  to  give  rich  material  for  the  future  historian,  when  the 

here.      A  "  History  of  Canada"  by  him,   pub-  calm  comes,  after  the  heat  of  political  struggle 

lishedin  1880,  is  highly  esteemed.  Mr.  Charles  has  been  dissipated. 

G.  D.  Roberts,  better  known  for  his  poetry,  Then  there  are  the  histories  of  the  separate 
wrote  a  small  popular  history  of  Canada  for  provinces.  Commencing,  where  so  much  com- 
the  Appletons;but  the  most  convenient  manual  mences,  with  the  province  by  the  sea,  there  is 
of  the  history  of  Canada  is  that  written  by  Sir  Haliburton's  '*  History  of  Nova  Scotia,"  in  2 
John  Bourinot  for  the  "Story  of  the  nations"  vols.,  Svo,  published  as  early  as  1829.  It  is  a 
series  and  published  in  London  and  New  York,  history  based  on  original  research,  and  a  work 
A  convenient  volume  of  reference  for  the  stu-  of  literature  in  every  sense.  Murdoch's  "  His- 
dent  is  Houston's  volume  of  **  Documents  illus-  tory,"  in  three  vols.,  Svo,  is  arranged  more  as 
trative  of  the  Canadian  constitution  with  notes  annals,  and  is  an  important  work  as  a  quarry 
and  appendices."  It  contains  the  foundation  for  succeeding  writers.  Dr.  Akins  has  pub- 
documents  of  the  English  period .  lished  valuable  extracts  from  the  archives  of 

The  war  of  1812  - 14  is  the  subject  of  a  num-  the  province;  and  Sir  John  Bourinot's  "  Build- 

ber  of  narratives;  but  no  connected   work  of  ers  of  Nova  Scotia"  (written  last  year  for  the 

special  merit  or  research  has  appeared.    One  Royal  Society  of  Canada,  but  also  published 

of  the  first  volumes  printed  in  Upper  Canada  separately)  will  give  the  reader,  not  only  in  the 

was  David  Thompson's  "  History,"  published  letter-press,  but  by  the  numerous  illustrations, 

at  Niagara  in  1832.    It  is  now  very  rare.    There  a  vivid  picture  of  the  early  days  of  the  colony. 

is  als«  a  book  on  that  war  by  Major  Richard-  Cape  Breton  — now  a  part  of  Nova  Scotia  —  an 

son.  published  at  Brockville  in  1842,  now  scarce,  island  interesting  from  its  connection  with  the 

and  one   by  Auchinleck,  published  in  Toronto  discovery   of  the  continent  and    the  eventful 

in  1855.    Colonel  Coffin  commenced  to  write,  episode  of  Louisburg,  has  its  histories.     Robert 

but  his  work  did  not  reach  a  second  volume.  Brown  wrote  a  scholarly  history  of  the  island, 

McMullan's    '*  History  of   Canada,"  the  first  and   Sir  John   Bourinot's   monograph,  in  the 

edition  of  which  was  printed  at  Brockville  in  Transactions  of  the   Royal  Society,   has  left 

1855,  contained  the  best  Canadian  history  of  nothing  to  be  desired. 

the  war  until  the  account  in  Dr.  Kingsford's  The  first  New  Brunswick  historian  was  the 

large  work  appeared.    There  are,  however,  in-  Rev.  Robt.  Cooney,  who  wrote  the  history  of 

numerable  pamphlets  and  articles  treating  of  that  province,  printed  at  Halifax  in  1832.  There 

episodes  of  this  war  published  by  local  historical  is  also  a  volume  by  Alexander  Munro,  but  the 

societies  or  in  magazines.  "  History  of  Acadia,"  by  James  Hannay.  is  the 

I  now  come  to  the  more  specialized  histories,  most  important  work  of  this  class  emanating 

and  what  shall  I  say  ?  for  the  roll  is  long  and  from  New  Brunswick. 

time  is  fleeting.  There  are  Gtorge  Stewart's  And  then  there  is  the  Northwest,  with  its  wild 
"  Life  and  times  of  Frontenac "  in  Winsor's  and  romantic  annals,  and  its  literature  of  ex- 
great  work  ;  Gerald  Hart's  *'  Fall  of  New  ploration,  adventure,  and  daring  courage.  For 
France";  the  Abb6  Verreau's  collection  of  this  you  must  consult  Masson's '*  Bourgeois  de 
"Memoirs  of  the  invasion  of  1775";  the  Abb6  la  Compagnie  du  Nordouest,"  Joseph  Tassft's 
Casgrain's  works  on  "Montcalm  and  L6vis."  "  Les  Canadians  de  TOuest,"  and  Beckles  Will- 
There  is  the  great  work  of  the  Abb6  Faillon  on  son's  "  History  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company." 
the  foundation  of  Montreal,  published  by  the  Manitoba  has  a  group  of  writers.  Professor 
Gentlemen  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  and  Bryce's  work  on  Manitoba  and  his  "Short  his- 
tbere  are  also  a  series  of  histories,  bringing  tory  of  the  Canadian  people  "  were  published  in 
down  to  the  present  day  the  narratives  of  the  England,  and  are  much  esteemed.  Alexander 
general  histories,  such  as  Bedard's  "  Histoire  Begg's  "  History  of  the  Northwest,"  in  three 
decinqante  ans,  1791  - 1841 ";  Turcotte's  "  Can-  vols.,  is  an  important  work,  published  in  Toronto 
ada  sons  I'union,  1841  - 1867  " ;  David's  "  I'Union  in  1894.  Another  writer  of  the  same  name  has 
des  deux  Canadas."  In  Ontario  there  are  a  published  a  "History  of  British  Columbia," a 
large  number  of  corresponding  works,  such  as  well-written  and  useful  work.     These  works 
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(although  there  are  maay  others  I  might  name) 
cover  the  whole  area  of  the  continent  west  of 
Ontario  to  the  green  slopes  of  the  western 
ocean  and  the  ice-bound  margin  of  the  sluggish 
polar  sea. 

A  leading  American  author,  in  one  of  his  early 
books,  writing  at  Niagara,  and  standing  on  his 
own  side  of  the  river,  said,  with  compassionate 
sententiousness,  "  I  look  across  the  cataract  to 
a  country  without  a^history."  He  was  looking 
into  the  emptiness  of  his  own  mind;  for,  at  the 
very  time,  his  countryman,  Parkman,  had  com- 
menced the  brilliant  series  of  histories  of  this 
country  which  have  won  for  him  an  enduring 
name.  History!  What  country  of  the  New 
World  can  unroll  a  record  so  varied  and  so  vivid 
with  notable  deeds  ?  From  this  very  town  went 
the  men  who  opened  up  the  continent  to  its 
inmost  heart  before  the  English  had  crossed  the 
Alleghany  mountains.  The  streets  of  the  old 
city  have  been  thronged  with  painted  warriors 
of  the  far  unknown  West,  with  boisterous  voy- 
ageurs,  with  the  white-coated  soldiers  of  the 
French  king,  and  with  the  scarlet  uniforms  of  the 
troops  of  the  English  crown;  for  Montreal,  fiom 
the  earliest  times,  has  been  the  vortex  of  the 
conflicting  currents  of  our  national  life.  Few 
vestiges  remain  of  the  old  town.  The  hand  of 
the  Philistine  has  been  heavy.  It  is  not  so 
very  long  since  I  used  to  wander  with  Francis 
Parkman  about  the  older  streets,  but  landmark 
after  landmark  is  gone  or  has  suffered  the  last 
indignity  of  restoration.  I  remember  taking 
Dean  Stanley  into  the  older  part  of  the  Semin- 
ary with  a  half  apology  for  its  being  little  more 
than  two  hundred  years  old,  while  his  own 
abbey  reached  back  for  nearly  a  thousand.  "  I 
have  learned,"  he  replied,  "  to  look  upon  two 
hundred  years  in  America  as  equivalent  to  one 
thousand  in  Europe.  They  reach  back  to  the 
origins  of  society."  He  had  just  come  from 
Chicago,  and  they  had  shown  him  thousands  of 
hogs  marching  to  their  doom,  but  the  gentle 
scholar  would  not  stay  for  an  exposition  of  the 
amazing  economies  in  the  disposal  of  those  hogs 
rendered  possible  by  the  advance  of  science,  but 
started  for  the  East  by  the  next  train.  It  is  the 
mind  which  apprehends,  for  many  have  eyes 
and  see  not;  but  to  men  like  Francis  Parkman, 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  and  Dean  Stanley, 
every  vestige  of  the  quaint  old  town  brought 
back  memories  of  a  picturesque  and  adventur- 
ous life  which  in  old  times  thronged  the  narrow 


streets.  Narrow!  yes,  they  were  narrow,  but 
just  as  passable  after  a  snowstorm  and  just  as 
clean,  and  the  snow  was  whiter  than  now,  for 
it  was  not  mixed  with  coal  smoke. 

But  I  have  lost  my  way  in  the  old  town  with 
companions  of  former  years.  They  talked  so 
well  that  I  forgot.  I  only  wanted  to  explain  to 
my  American  friend  across  Niagara  that  this 
land  has  a  history  and  we  have  matters  of  sur- 
passing interest  to  relate.  There  is  the  story 
of  the  Acadian  exiles.  Longfellow  told  it  with- 
out ever  visiting  the  locality  or  knowing  much 
of  the  matter.  If  you  wish  to  have  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  action  brought  home  to  the  doors 
of  the  New  England  Colonies,  read  Richard's 
"  Acadia"  and  the  series  of  monographs  by  the 
Abb6  Casgrain  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
wish  to  know  of  the  provocations  the  English 
suffered  you  will  learn  them  from  Dr.  Akins 
and  Lieut.  Governor  Archibald.  The  contro- 
versy is  keen  and  from  the  conflicting  writers 
the  true  motive  (if  you  are  clever)  may  be  gath- 
ered. 

Many  of  the  local  histories  are  full  of  interest. 
Histories  of  Annapolis,  Yarmouth,  Pictou,  and 
Queen's  counties  in  Nova  Scotia,  of  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  of  Huntingdon,  and  the  East- 
ern Townships  in  Quebec  ;  of  Peterborough, 
Dundas,  Welland,  and  Wentworth  in  Ontario. 
Interesting  also  is  the  mass  of  historical  and 
legendary  lore,  collected  in  numerous  volumes 
by  Sir  J.  M.  Lemoine,  about  Quebec  and  the 
Lower  St.  Lawrence.  Hawkins'  "  Picture  of 
Quebec"  and  Bosworth's  "  Hochelaga  Depicta, 
or  picture  of  Montreal,"  are  scholarly  works 
now  become  very  scarce,  and  Dr.  Scadding,  the 
learned  antiquarian  of  Toronto,  has  written 
much  upon  that  city  and  its  surroundings.  John 
Ross  Robertson's  "  Landmarks  of  Toronto  '*  and 
Graeme  Mercer  Adam's  centennial  volume  — 
''Toronto  new  and  old  "  — are  continuous  pic- 
tures of  the  growing  life  of  the  Queen  City  of 
the  Canadian  West.  Even  in  the  wilderness  of 
Muskoka  to  the  north  of  Toronto  is  a  history 
written  in  blood  ;  for  there  the  forest  has  grown 
over  the  sites  of  the  Huron  towns  and  obliter- 
ated the  traces  of  a  war,  ruthless  and  horrible, 
but  redeemed  by  the  martyrdom  of  the  saintly 
missionaries  expiring  under  tortures  with 
words  of  blessing  and  exhortation  upon  their 
lips. 

All  these  things  have  exercised  the  pens  of 
the  prose  writers  of  Canada,  but  how  can  I  at- 
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tempt  to  enumerate  all  the  books  in  which  they 
are  recorded  ?  Time  is  passing  and  you  will 
soon  weary  of  my  theme,  so  I  must  hurry  on 
and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  these  voices  of  the  past. 
Mncb  good  prose  writing  exists  in  Canada 
under  the  kindred  heading  of  Biography.  The 
political  history  of  the  last  60  years  may  be 
found  in  such  works  as  Lindsey's  "  Life  of  Wil- 
liam Lyon  Mackenzie/'  in  Mackenzie's  *'  Life 
of  George  Brown,"  in  Pope's  **  Life  of  Sir  John 
A.  MacDonald."  in  Sir  Francis  Hincks'  "Auto- 
biography," and  in  Buckingham  and  Ross's 
"Life  of  Alexander  Mackenzie."  The  stir  of 
the  political  arena  runs  through  these,  but 
there  are  others,  such  as  Read's  "  Lives  of  the 
Judges."  his  "  Life  and  times  of  General  Sim- 
coe  "  and  of  "  Sir  Isaac  Brock  "  which  are  freer 
from  politics.  There  is  also  much  matter  of 
historical  interest  interwoven  in  such  biogra- 
phies as  Bethune's  "  Life  of  Bishop  Strachan," 
Hodgins's  "  Life  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ryerson,"  Pat- 
terson's "  Life  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McGregor." 

No  —  I  repeat  it — our  writers  had  not  to 
cross  the  ocean  for  their  inspiration.  They  had 
subjects  for  song  and  story,  full  of  heart-break 
and  tears,  which  they  have  not  yet  exhausted 
and  which  some  of  your  own  writers,  not- 
ably Lorenzo  Sabine,  of  Maine,  and  Prof. 
Tyler,  of  Cornell,  have  treated  with  generous 
sympathy.  What  could  be  more  tragical  than 
the  exile  of  the  United  Empire  Loyalists. 
There  had  been  nothing  like  it  for  many  centu. 
ries,  there  was  nothing  like  it  in  Alsace,  or  as  a 
sequel  to  the  late  civil  war.  Whoever  were 
rebels  these  were  not;  for  they  sided  with  the 
established  existing  government.  There  are 
not  many  books  devoted  specially  to  this  sub- 
ject, but  there  is  a  wilderness  01  detached  mon- 
ographs and  the  "transactions  " of  the  literary 
societies  are  full  of  interesting  mctter  concern- 
ing it.  CannifiTs  "  History  of  the  settlements 
round  the  Bay  of  Quintft"  relates  the  fortunes 
of  the  earliest  group  of  refugees  in  Ontario. 
The  principal  work  is,  however.  Dr.  Egerton 
Ryerson's  "  Loyalists  of  America  and  their 
times,"  published  at  Toronto  in  1880.  Dr.  Ryer- 
son was  a  strong  writer,  but  deficient  in  literary 
skill,  and  his  work  is  rather  materials  for  his- 
tory than  a  finished  historical  treatise. 

Much  valuable  prose  writing  will  be  found  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  learned  societies  of 
Canada,  such  as  the  Literary  and  Historical 
Society  of  Qntbtc,  the  oldest  of  all.  founded  in 


1824;  the  Historical  Societies  of  Montreal,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  of  Manitoba,  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute of  Toronto,  and  of  the  smaller  societies. 
The  University  of  Toronto  prints  an  "  annual 
review"  of  all  literature  relating  specially  to 
Canada  and  extending  its  survey  to  works 
treating  of  the  discovery  of  the  western  world. 
It  is  made  up  of  contributions  by  specialists 
upon  the  subjects  of  the  books  reviewed,  and, 
being  edited  by  the  librarian  and  professor  of 
history  in  the  university,  is  an  exceedingly 
interesting  volume.  Last,  but  not  least.  Is  the 
Royal  Society  of  Canada,  whose  "  Annual  trans- 
actions," now  in  their  17th  year,  contain  mono- 
graphs, by  leading  writers  of  Canada,  upon  the 
history,  literature,  and  natural  history  of  the 
country.  Of  the  invaluable  services  of  Dr. 
Brymner,  the  Dominion  archivist,  I  need  not 
speak.  Every  librarian  in  America  knows  the 
value  of  his  annual  reports  and  the  research 
and  accuracy  of  his  learned  annotations. 

It  would  naturally  follow,  from  what  I  have 
told  you  of  the  practical  character  of  the  Cana- 
dian people,  that  the  literature  of  law  is  very 
extensive.  This  I  cannot  even  touch  upon ,  but 
would  only  remark  that  the  variety  which  dis- 
tinguishes the  Dominion  in  other  matters  ex- 
tends even  to  this  branch  of  knowledge.  While 
the  English  law  prevails  in  Ontario  and  west- 
wards, and  in  the  provinces  by  the  sea,  the 
Roman  civil  law  rules  the  central  province  of 
Quebec. 

Law  books,  however,  are  of  necessity  limited 
in  scope  to  our  own  country,  but  the  military 
instincts  of  the  people,  arising  perhaps  from  the 
constant  alarm  in  which  they  have  grown  up, 
have  given  us  a  writer  on  military  history 
whose  reputation  extends  over  Europe.  Col- 
onel Denison,  of  Toronto,  wrote  in  1868  a  work 
on  "Modern  cavalry;"  and,  in  1887,  he  pub- 
lished a  "  History  of  cavalry  "  which  won  the 
first  prize  in  a  competition  instituted  by  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  for  the  best  work  on  that 
subject.  It  has  been  translated  into  Russian, 
German,  and  Hungarian,  and  is  being  trans- 
lated into  Japanese.  Colonel  Denison  recog- 
nized that,  in  the  school  of  the  American  Civil 
War,  new  principles  of  cavalry  service  had 
arisen  which  were  destined  to  sweep  away  all 
the  maxims  of  the  European  schools.  It  would 
have  been  well  if  the  British  Staff  College  had 
studied  this  work,  even  though  it  was  written 
by  a  colonel  of  colonial  militia,  for  the  prln- 
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ciples  he  laid  down  are  those  by  which  Roberts  the    author   of    an    Ojibway    dictionary,    and 

and  Kitchener  recently  mobilized  the  army  in  Father  Lacorobe  of  one  of  the  Cree  language. 

South  Africa.  The  Abb6  Cuoq  has  published  a  dictionary  of 

Among  the  first  books  published  in  Montreal  Iroquois  and  grammars  of  both  Iroquois  and  Al« 

was  the  *'  Travels  "  of  Gabriel  Franch^re,  a  na-  gonquin,  besides  his  *'  Etudes  philologiques  " 

tive  of  this  city,  who  was  one  of  the  founders  on  both  these  languages.     The  Abb6  Mayrault 

of  Astoria  on  the  Columbia.     The  volume  is  wrote  a  '*  History  of  the  Abenakis";  the  Rev. 

now  exceedingly  scarce,  but  it  was  translated  Peter  Jones  (an  Ojibway  by  birth)  wrote  a  his- 

and  printed  in  New  York  in  1853.     This  leads  tory  of  his  people;  and  a  Wyandot,  Peter  Doo- 

to  the  remark  that  the  exploration  and  discov-  yentate  Clarke,  wrote  a  book  on  the"  Origin 

ery  of  the  north  and  west  of  this  continent  has  and  traditional  history  of  the  WyandoU." 

been  mainly  done  by  Canadians  and  Hudson's  We  cannot  count  the  late  Horatio  Hale  as  a 

Bay  voyageurs,  although  the  books  have  gen-  Canadian  writer,  although  he  lived  in  Canada 

erally  been  printed  out  of  Canada.    Sir  Alex-  for  the  latter  years  of  his  life  and  contributed 

ander  Mackenzie  was  the  first  to  reach  the  Pa-  10  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  but 

cific  and  Arctic  oceans  across  the  continent  by  we  have  the  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  a  writer  who 

land.     His  work  has  been  printed  in  different  has  both  the  literary  training  and  the  actual 

editions.    He  was  a  partner  in  the  Northwest  experience  to  make  anything  from  his  hand 

Company  of  Montreal.     Henry,  whose  adven-  upon   Indian  life  valuable.   His  work,  "Cana- 

tures  were  published  in  New  York  in  1809,  was  dian  savage  folk,  the  native  tribes  of  Canada,*' 

a  merchant  of  this  city,  and  Harmon,  whose  published  in  1896  at  Toronto,  is  of  much  value, 

travels  were  published  at  Andover  in  1820,  was  He  is,  besides,  a  frequent  contributor  to  period- 

also  a  member  of  the   Northwest  Company,  ical  literature  on  ethnological  subjects. 

The  travels    of    Ross  Cox,   Maclean,  Ogden,  Sir  Daniel  Wilton,  late  principal  of  the  Uni- 

Long,  and  other  officers  of  the  great  fur  com-  versity  of  Toronto,  although  some  of  his  works 

panies  belong   to  our  literature,  though  pub-  were  written  before  he  came  to  Canada,  must 

Hshed  in   England.     It  was  Dease  and  Simp-  be  enrolled  among  Canadian  prose  writers,  for 

son  and  Rae  and  Hearne  who  traced  out  most  he  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  the    Cana" 

of  the  Arctic  coast  of  America.     The  work  of  dian  Journal  and  to  the  Royal  Society  on  hit 

these  men  is  still  being  carried  on  by  Tyrrell,  favorite  subjects  —  archaeology  and  ethnology. 

McConnell,   Low,  Bell,  and   George   Dawson,  Some  very  important  works,  notably  his  *'  Pre- 

the  writings  of  these  last,  and  many  more  whom  historic  man,  or  researches  into  the  origin  of 

I  cannot  stop  to  name,  whether  published  else-  civilization  in  the  Old  and  New  World,"  were 

where  or  embodied  in  reports  or  contributed  to  written  in  Canada.     Sir  William  Dawson  also 

foreign  periodicals  and   learned  societies,  are  wrote  much  on  kindred  subjects,  and   in  his 

yet  the  works  of  Canadian  prose  writers.  book,  "  Fossil  man,"  he  employed  the   results 

Canadian  writers  have  also  done  good  work  of  a  life-long  study  of  the  Indians  of  Canada  to 

in  the  archseology  and  languages  of  the  Indian  illustrate  the  characters  and  condition  of  the 

tribes.     I   have  already  said   that  among  the  pre-historic    men    of    Europe.     His    son.    Dr. 

incunabula  of  Canada  are  catechisms  in  Mon-  George  M.  Dawson,  has  not  only  written  mon- 

tagnais  and  Iroquois.     Among  the  chief  work-  ographs  of  value  upon  the  races  and  languages 

ert  in  this  field  was  Dr.  Silas  Rand.     He  wrote  of  the  Pacific  coast,  but  he  has  assisted  in  the 

upon  the  "  History,  manners,  and  language  of  publication  of  many  excellent  monographs  by 

the  Micmac  tribe,"  and  translated  the  Gospels  missionaries  resident  among  the  western  tribes, 

and    Epistles    into    Micmac.     His    dictionary,  I  must  not  close  without  mention  of  the  Rev. 

English  and  Micmac,  was  published  at  the  cost  Prof.  Campbell.     His  work  on  the  Hittites  is 

of  the  government,  and  the  other  half,  Micmac  well  known.     His  contributions  on  Phoenician, 

into  English,  is  in  manuscript  at  Ottawa,  and  Egyptian,  Mexican,  and  Indian  ethnology  and 

will  be  printed  before  long.     He  wrote  also  a  philology  will    be    found  in   many  Canadian 

book  on  the  **  Legends  of  the  Micmacs,"  which  transactions  and  periodicals, 

was  published  in   New  York  and   London  in  You  will  scarcely  be  surprised  to  learn  that 

1894.    Canon  O'Meara  published  the  Common  the  soil  of  Canada  has  not  proved  productive 

Prayer  Book  in  Ojibway.    Bishop  Baraga  it  In  writert  upon  metaphysics  and  logic.    I  can 
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remember  only  two  —  Prof.  J.  Clark  Murray,  of 
McGill,  and  Professor  Watson,  of  Queen's  Uni- 
Tersity.  Their  works  have  been  published  in 
England  and  the  United  States,  and  their  con- 
tributions to  leading  reviews,  in  these  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  to  Canadian  periodicals  of  the 
higher  class,  have  been  frequent.  Dr.  Murray 
has  written  an  '*  Exposition  of  Sir  William 
Hamilton's  philosophy."  published  in  Boston, 
and  a  "Handbook  of  psychology."  published 
in  London  (this  last  work  was  adopted  as  a 
text-book  in  several  American  colleges),  and  he 
has  translated  from  the  German  "  The  auto- 
biography of  Solomon  Maimon"  —  a  pessimis- 
tic philosopher  who  preceded  Schopenhauer  by 
more  than  a  hundred  years.  Professor  Watson 
has  written  "Kant  and  his  English  critics." 
Glasgow.  1881;  an  "Exposition  of  Schelling." 
Chicago.  1882;  and  the  "  Philosophy  of  Kant." 
Glasgow  and  New  York.  1892.  Why  commer- 
cial cities,  like  Chicago.  St.  Louis,  and  Glas- 
gow should  be  centers  of  philosophical  publi- 
cation, and  Montreal  and  Toronto  are  imper- 
vious to  metaphysics,  is  a  question  worth  con- 
sideration. 

While  no  very  remarkable  work  in  mathe- 
matics and  physics  has  yet  been  done  among 
us.  in  the  natural  sciences  Canadian  wri- 
ters are  known  and  esteemed  all  over  the 
world.  Every  standard  book  on  geology,  in 
America  or  in  Europe,  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain frequent  references  to  Canadian  writers 
and  illustrations  reproduced  from  their  draw- 
ings. McGill  University  and  the  Geological 
Survey  were  the  two  centers  of  this  strong 
eddy  towards  the  study  of  natural  history, 
and  the  dominant  personalities  of  the  princi- 
pal of  one.  Sir  William  Dawson,  and  the  first 
director  of  the  other.  Sir  William  Logan,  were 
the  chief  moving  springs.  Sir  William  Logan 
was  not  a  writer  of  books,  beyond  his  reports, 
although  he  was  a  contributor  to  the  learned 
transactions  and  reviews;  but  Sir  William  Daw- 
son, during  all  his  lifetime,  was  a  most  indus- 
trious writer  of  books,  monographs,  and  occa- 
sional articles.  His  writings  cover  the  whole 
area  of  geology,  botany,  and  zoology,  and  be- 
yond these,  the  relations  between  natural  sci- 
ence and  religion  were  constantly  the  subject 
of  his  ready  pen.  I  cannot  begin  to  give  you 
the  names  even  of  his  works,  but  I  have  count- 
ed 107  important  contributions  to  transactions 
of  learned  soeieties  and  reviews,  and  20  sepa- 


rate volumes  of  note.  These  are  but  a  portion 
of  the  total  mass  of  his  writings,  and  his  accu- 
rate and  extensive  knowledge  and  easy  style 
made  his  works  popular  throughout  the  Eng- 
lish-speaking world.  The  results  of  his  labori- 
ous and  self-sacrificing  life  are  around  you. 
Wherever  you  turn  you  will  see  them,  and  his 
influence  for  all  that  is  wise  and  good  and 
noble  will  endure  in  Canada  for  many  genera- 
tions to  come. 

Other  workers  in  this  field  are  not  to  be  for- 
gotten. The  pioneer.  Abraham  Gesner.  of 
Nova  Scotia,  published  a  volume  on  the  geol- 
ogy of  that  province  as  early  as  1836.  Prof. 
Henry  Youle  Hind  published  in  i860  the  scien- 
tific results  of  the  expedition  of  1S57  sent  to 
find  a  practical  immigrant  route  from  Canada 
to  Fort  Garry,  now  Winnipeg,  on  the  Red 
River.  Three  years  later  he  published  two 
volumes  of  "  Explorations  in  Labrador."  He 
has  been  a  very  frequent  contributor  to  the 
Canadian  Journal  and  to  other  scientific  reviews 
here  and  in  Europe.  Nor  should  Elkanah 
Billings  be  forgotten,  whose  labors  in  palseon- 
tology  are  met  with  in  every  text-book,  nor  G. 
F.  Matthew,  of  St.  John,  nor  Professor  Bailey, 
of  Fredericton.  The  officers  of  the  Geologica. 
Survey  are  among  our  leading  prose  writers; 
the  present  Director,  Dr.  George  M.  Dawson, 
is  known  throughout  Europe  and  America  as 
the  writer  of  important  works  on  the  geography, 
geology,  and  natural  history  of  the  Dominion, 
and  he  as  well  as  Dr.  Robert  Bell,  Dr.  Whit- 
eaves,  Professor  Macoun.  and  others,  have  en- 
riched Canaflian  literature  by  their  numberless 
contributions  to  scientific  publications. 

The  set  towards  the  study  of  the  n&tural  sci- 
ences was  not  so  dominant  in  the  other  cities 
of  Canada,  but  Professor  Chapman  and  Dr. 
Coleman,  of  Toronto,  are  among  our  writers 
on  chemistry  and  geology,  and  Dr.  James 
Douglas,  now  of  New  York,  Is  a  writer  of  au- 
thority on  all  questions  of  metallurgy  and  min- 
ing. We  must  count  among  our  writers,  though 
now  connected  with  Harvard  University,  Mr. 
Montagu  Chamberlin,  a  New  Brunswicker,who 
has  written  extensively  on  the  ornithology  of 
Canada  and  on  the  Abenaki  and  Malicete 
Indians  of  his  native  province. 

Any  notice  of  the  prose  writers  of  Canada 
would  be  very  imperfect  without  mention  of  Dr. 
T.  Sterry  Hunt,  who  was  not  only  a  chemist, 
geologist,  and  mineralogist  of  wide  reputatio  n. 
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but  a  graceful  and  accurate  master  of  English  live  by  bread  alone;  and  afterwards  fallen  at  a 

style.     His  contributions  to  these  sciences  ex-  dead  witness  that  bread  also  is  necessary  in 

tend  over  the  transactions  of  learned  societies  order  to  live.    This  is  a  subject  by  itself  and 

in   Europe  and  America,  and  many    of  them  would  require  a  separate  paper  to  elucidate  it 

were    translated    into    French,   German,  and  fully. 

lulian.    He  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  the  Finally  we  reach  the  region  oi  belles-lettres, 

last  few  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  New  sometimes  called  "  pure  literature,"  and  here 

York,  but  all  the  strength  of  his  manhood  was  we  encounter  a  strong  contrast  between  the 

spent  in  Canada  and  devoted  to  Canadian  sub-  English  and  French  sides  of  our  community, 

jects.     His  chief  works  are  "Mineral  physiol.  There    are    many    volumes    of    "  Causeries," 

ogy  and  physiography,*'  "  Mineralogy  accord-  **  Melanges,"  *'  Revues,"  **  Essais,"  in  French, 

ing  to  a  natural  system,"  "A  new  basis  for  and  all  the  French  writers  of  note  are  repre- 

chemistry,"  and  a  volume  of   "Chemical  and  sented  in  this  class.    Such  writing  in  English 

geological  essays."    His  life  work  is  stamped  has  seldom  been  published  in  the  form  of  books, 

with  rare  originality  and  has  left  its  impress  on  but  will  be  found  abundantly  in  the  contribu- 

the  sciences  he  followed.  tions  to  the  Saturday  editions  of  the  leading 

Almost  while  I  write,  a  Canadian  well  known  newspapers  of  the  large  cities.     Much  of  it  is 

among  you  for  his  contributions  to  scientific  exceedingly   good  ;   and  while   we   read  with 

periodicals  and  as  a  leader  in  the  movement  pleasure  the  weekly  contributions  of  Martin 

for  the  appraisal  of  literature,  has  stepped  into  Griffin,    John    Reade,    Bernard    McEvoy,    or 

the  front  rank  of  popular  expositors  of  science.  George  Murray,  we  feel  regret  that  so  much 

The  handsome  volume,   "Flame,  electricity,  learning  and  cleverness  should  be  in  so  epheme- 

and  the  camera,"  is  not  merely  a  vivid  expo-  ralaform.     I  am  glad,  however,  to  recall  in  this 

sition — it  is  an  original  explanation  of  the  ra-  connection  Dr.  Alexander's   "Introduction  to 

tionale  of  the  rapid  progress  of  science  during  the  poetry  of  Robert  Browning."    For  critical 

the  last  years  of  the  century  and  of  the  causes  insight  and  appreciation  this  volume  is  worthy 

of  the  accelerating  speed  of  its  advance.  of  remark. 

I  had  hoped  to  say  a  few  words  about  some  One  name  must  always  be  remembered  when 

of   those    strong    prose    writers  who,   in  the  we  take  account  of  Canadian  letters,  and  that  Is 

greater  newspapers,  wield  more  influence  over  the  creator  of  the  inimitable  Yankee  peddler, 

the  Canadian  mind  than  most  of  the  writers  of  Sam  Slick.    Judge   Haliburton  unconsciously 

books;  but  time  will  not  permit.     Not  all  our  created  a  type  to  be  as  well  known  as  Sam 

newspapers  have  succumbed  to  the  scrappiness  Weller;   and,   while  he  was  intent  only  upon 

of   newsiness.      Thoughtful  and  finished  edi-  quizzing  his  fellow  Nova  Scotians  in  the  col- 

torials  in  dignified  style  may  yet  be  found,  in  umns  of  a  Halifax  paper,  he  woke  up  to  find 

number  sufficient  to  send  a  note  of  sweeter  himself  a  favorite  among  the  literary  people  of 

reason  through  the  din  of  political  strife.    It  is  London. 

in  Canada  as  elsewhere;  the  sands  are  strewn  But  literature,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 

with  the  wreck  of  ventures  of  purely  literary  of  the  present  day,  consists  mainly  of  fiction,  and 

papers,  "free  from  the  ties  of  party  or  sect."  the  world  in  its  old  age  is  going  back  to  the 

Such  were  the  Week  and  the  Nation^  and  many  story-tellers.     Nor  are  we  able  to  endure  the 

others;  but,  although  it  is  abundantly  clear  long  novels  which  held  our  parents  in  rapt  at- 

that  literature  alone  cannot  support  a  news-  tention.    The  stories  must  be  shorter,  and  the 

paper,  the  greater  newspapers   have   depart-  more  pictures  the  better.   This  last  phase  of  lit- 

ments,  sacred  from  intrusion,  where  reviews  erature  is  cultivated  by  all  our  younger  writers, 

are  faithfully  given  and  questions  of  pure  lit-  and,  while  the  task  is  too  extensive  for  any- 

erature  discussed.  thing  but  most  imperfect  performance,  a  few 

And  here  let  me  pause  to  regret  the  loss  of  words  on  this  branch  of  my  subject  are  neces- 

the  excellent  literature  which  lies  dead  in  our  sary.    One  remark  only  I  venture  to  make  In 

dead  magazines.      From   1824  literature    has  the  way  of  criticism,  that,  while  in  science  we 

never  been  without  a  witness  in    our  land,  have  produced  some  few  men  who  stand  in  the 

Some  magazine,  French  or  English,  has  stood  very  front  rank  of  their  respective  subjects,  we 

as  a  living  witness  that  we  were  not  made  to  cannot  boast  yet  of  a  novelist  who  has  taken 
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rank  with  the  great  masters  of  the  craft,  and  Kingston,  has  written  some  capital  novels  of 
none,  perhaps,  who  have  attained  to  the  very  Canadian  life.  Mr.  James  Macdonald  Oxley  is 
forefront  of  the  second  class;  but  then  it  is  fully  equal  to  the  best  writers  of  books  of  ad- 
only  a  few  years  since  we  made  a  beginning.  venture  for  boys.    Since  1887  he  has  produced 

We  cannot  commence  our  review  of  Cana-  a  surprising  number  of  books,  published  usually 

dian    fiction    with    the    "  History    of    Emily  out  of  Canada,  though  all  upon  Canadian  life 

Montague,"  published  in  1769,  for  though  it  and  history. 

was  written  at  Quebec,  the  authoress  was  an  Gilbert  Parker  is  the  chief  name  among  Ca- 

English woman,  not  a  permanent  resident;  nor  nadian  writers  of  fiction,  and,  though  he  now 

even  with  "St.  Ursula's  Convent,'*  for,  although  resides  in  England,  his  subjects  are  Canadian 

that  story  was  published  at  Kingston  in  1824,  and  his  books  abound  with  local  color  and  in- 

no  one  seems  to  know  who  wrote  it,  nor  does  cident.     He  stands  now  among    the  leading 

there  appear  to  be  a  copy  now  in  existence,  novelists  of  the  day. 

We  must  commence  with  Major  Richardson's  During  the  last  few  years  William  McLennan 

"  £cart6,"  published  in  New  York  in  1829.     In  has  made  a  reputation  far  beyond  the  limits  of 

1833  he  published  "  Wacousta,"  a  tale  of  Pon-  Canada,  not  only  by  his  dialect  stories  but  by 

tiac's  war.     It  is  really  a  good  novel  and  con-  his  charming  book,  "  Spanish  John,"  a  novel 

tains  an  excellent  picture  of  the  siege  of  Detroit,  without    a    woman  and    yet  full  of  interest. 

The  same  author  published  at  Montreal  "  The  This  book  is  remarkable  for  its  singularly  pure 

Canadian  brothers,"  in  1840,  and  afterwards  English  style. 

four  or  five  novels  in  New  York.    In  1833  two  Miss  Lily  Dougall  not  long  ago  surprised  the 

members  of  the  Strickland  family,  Mrs.  Moodie  English  public  by  a  strong  novel  in  an  original 

and  Mrs.  Traill,  came  to  Canada  and  settled  vein,  "  Beggars  all,"  published  by  Longman, 

near  Peterborough.    They  kept  up  their  literary  The  subject  was  not  Canadian,  but  her  later 

activity  during  their  lives.     Mrs.  Moodie  wrote  books  deal  with  more  familiar  scenes.     Nor 

many  books,  and,  from  1852  to  i860,  she  pro-  should  we  omit  to  count  Miss  Blanche  Mac- 

duced  a  number  of  fair  novels.     At  the  same  donald  and  Mrs.  Harrison  in  the  number  of  our 

time  Mrs.  Leprohon  was  writing  stories.     Her  lady  novelists. 

first  novel  appeared  in  the  Literary  Garland  in  Mrs.  Coates,  now  of  Calcutta,  but  then  Sara 

1848,  and  she  followed  it  with  a  number  of  others.  Jeanette  Duncan,  of  one  of  our  Ontario  cities, 

The  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau,  in  1852,  led  the  wrote   three  books,  not    only  bright    and  in- 

way  in    French    novel  writing   with  Charles  teresting  but  with   a  vein  of  most  charming 

Guerin,  and  he  was  followed,  In  1863.  by  Phi-  humor.     One  was  a  volume  of  travels  round 

Hppe  Aubert  De  Gasp6,  in  "  Les  anciens  Cana-  the  world,  another  *'  An  American  girl  in  Lon- 

diens,"  a  book  which  has  recently  been  trans-  don,"  an  exceedingly  clever  story  which  ap- 

lated    and    published    in    New    York.      It    is  peared  first  in  the  Illustrated  London  News,  and 

thought  to  be  the  best  French  Canadian  novel,  the  third  *'  A  voyage  of  consolation."  She  has 

although  it  was  the  author's  first  book  and  was  written  other  books,  but  these  are  her  best. 

written  when  he  was  past  seventy.    Then  fol-  Robert  Barr  is  a  Canadian  who  has  made  a 

lowed  Bourassa,  Marmette,  Beaugrand,  Gerin-  name  among  English  novelists  and  is  enrolled 

Lajoie,  and  others,  but  no  important  work  was  among  English  authors.     His  early  books  are 

produced.  on  Canadian  subjects  and  in  scenes  where  his 

I  do  not  recall  anything  in  English  of  note  life  was  for  the  most  part  passed.   Mr.  William 

until  1877,  when  William  Kirby  published  "  Le  Lighthall  is  also  among  our  writers  of  fiction. 

Chien  d'Or."    This  was  long  thought  to  be.  He  is  the  author  of  two  novels,  "The  young 

and  perhaps  still  is,  the  best  Canadian  novel,  seigneur"  and  "  The  false  Repentigny,"  which 

It  met  with  much   favor  outside   of  Canada,  were  well  received.     His  books,  as  a  poet  or  as 

The  story  as  given  In  the  legend  is  one.  of  very  a  Canadian  anthologist,  do  not  fall  within  the 

exceptional  interest,  and  is  told  with  much  lit-  scope  of  this  paper, 

erary  skill.  The  latest  development  of  modem  literature 

Since  then  the  writers  of  stories  have  become  is  the  short  story,  and  E.  W.  Thomson,  now  on 

numerous  in  Canada.     It  will  be  impossible  to  the  staff  of  the  Youth's  Companion,  is  a  master  in 

mention  more  than  a  few.    Miss  Machar,  of  that  art.    There  are  many  others;  among  them 
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Duncan  Campbell  Scott,  better  known  as  a  poet;  Lanigan  wrote  "  The  Akhound  of  Swat "  one 
and  Dr.  Frechette  (whose  French  poetry  was  night  waiting  for  telegrams  in  the  World 
crowned  by  the  Academy  of  France)  has  office.  Nova  Scotia  lost  John  Foster  Kirk,  who 
achieved  the  success  of  writing  a  book  of  cap-  completed  Prescott's  great  task,  and  Simon  New- 
ital  short  stories  in  English  and  so  of  winning  comb,  of  the  United  States  Navy  Department, 
laurels  in  two  languages.  astronomer  and  mathematician.  From  New 
The  prospects  for  a  distinctive  Canadian  Brunswick  went  Professor  De  Mille,  the  brill- 
school  of  literature  are  not  bright,  and,  indeed,  iant  author  of  the  "Dodge  Club"  and  '*A 
any  provincial  narrowness  of  literary  effort  is  strange  manuscript ";  George  Teall,  the  archi- 
not  desirable.  Our  writers  can  reflect  lustre  vist  and  leading  writer  of  South  Africa;  and 
on  their  country  only  when  they  venture  into  May  Agnes  Fleming,  a  story  writer  who,  for 
the  broad  world  of  our  language  and  conquer  many  years,  earned  with  her  pen  in  New  York 
recognition  in  the  great  realm  of  Anglo-Saxon  an  income  as  large  as  that  of  a  cabinet  minister 
letters.  The  great  centers  of  our  race,  where  at  Ottawa.  From  Kingston  went  Grant  Allen 
are  to  be  won  the  great  prizes  of  life,  must  and  Prof.  George  Romanes  —  a  star  of  intellect 
always  attract  the  brightest  and  most  ambitious  In  the  regions  of  the  higher  science  where  it 
spirits.  One  of  our  own  people  — a  successful  touches  the  realm  of  metaphysics.  His  prema- 
author  now  in  London  —  writes  in  the  Canadian  ture  death  was  lamented  as  a  loss  to  Cambridge 
Magazine  to  reproach  us  for  underestimating  University.  I  could  tell  of  many  others  if  there 
ourselves.  It  is  a  good  fault,  even  if  uncom-  were  time  —  but  I  must  close, 
mon  among  English  speakers.  Our  youth  are  We  read  that,  in  remote  ages,  the  followers 
unlearning  it,  but  they  will  not  grow  great  by  of  Pythagoras,  and,  in  medieval  times,  the 
self-assertion  —  only  by  performance.  I  have  adepts  of  the  Rosy  Cross,  had  the  power  of 
tried  to  set  forth  in  detail  the  reasons  of  our  separating  at  will  their  souls  from  their  bodies; 
retarded  commencement  —  our  growth  of  late  and  then  their  spirits  would  travel  away  with 
years  has  been  rapid.  We  have  to  guard  the  speed  of  thought  and  hover  in  the  sem- 
against  materialism  and  to  watch  lest  literature  blance  of  stars  over  far-off  lands.  But  always 
be  oppressed  by  the  pursuit  of  practical  science,  a  long  trail  of  faint  phosphorescent  light  con- 
We  see  the  workers  toiling  and  we  hear  their  nected  the  shining  spirit  with  the  quiet  body  in 
din,  but  the  world  is  saved  by  the  dreamers  which  its  light  was  born. 

who  Iceep  the  intellect  of  mankind  sane  and  So  with  us — we  follow  with  interest  the  for- 

sweet  by  communion  with  the  ideal.     Canada  tunes  of  our  countrymen — we  rejoice  in  their 

must  not  regret  her  children  if  they  achieve  advancement,  and  star  after  star  may  leave  us, 

fame  in  other  lands.    John  Bonner  and  Will-  but  still  we  feel  that  their  success  is  ours  and 

iam  G.  Sewell  left  Quebec  long  ago  for  the  some  faint  lustre  of  their  brilliance  quickens 

Herald  and  Harper  and  the  New  York   Timet,  with  pride  the  heart  of  their  motherland. 
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CANADIAN   POETS  AND  POETRY. 
By  W.  D.  Lighthall,  M.A,^  F,R,S,L. 

'IITHEREVER  the  world  is,  there  is  a  place  Along  these  lines  a  new  Canadian  literature 

and  use  for  world-literature  —  that  is  to  is  growing  up,  which  is  chiefly  thus  far  a  school 

say  everywhere.     But  also  wherever  there  is  a  of  poetry,  of  which  I  purpose  to  simply  call  at- 

nation,  there  is  a  place  and  use  for  a  national  tention  to  a  few  examples  and  let  them  speak 

literature.     The  two  literatures  —  that  of  the  for  themselves  without  comment.    The  history 

world  and  that  of  the  nation  —  do  not  exclude  of  the  movement  may  be  dismissed  in  a  few 

each  other.      The    national    literature  which  words. 

aimed  to  exclude  the   world's  would  fail  for  There  were   practically  no  Canadian   poets 

cause  of  provinciality;  and  where  the  world-  before  Charles  Sangster,  who  in  1856  published 

literature  is  supported  as  excluding  that  of  the  his  volume,  "  The  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sague- 

nation,  thought   loses  much  of  its  vitality  and  nay,"  a  work  by  no  means  of  the  highest  order 

application.  and   in   fact  in  certain  respects  and   portions 

In  a  new  country,  distinctive  writers  grow  exceedingly  defective,  yet  in  which  consider- 
up  as  naturally  as  distinctive  plants  and  trees;  able  descriptive  power  and  love  of  the  beauties 
regional  poets  as  naturally  as  regional  flowers;  of  the  country  are  shown.  To  him  belongs  the 
for  thought  too  is  a  fruit  of  Nature,  which  she  chief  honor  as  a  pioneer.  In  the  same  gen- 
puts  forth  like  leaves  and  pods,  varied  accord-  eration  as  Sangster  were  a  number  of  men  who 
ing  to  the  sun  and  soil.  Thus,  in  a  land  like  were  true  artists;  most  of  them,  in  fact,  far 
Canada,  among  a  people  organized  but  yester-  better  artists  in  technique  than  he  —  such  as 
day,  the  work  of  those  who  first  made  studies  of  Charles  Heavysege,  the  author  of  the  stately 
the  beauties  of  the  new  world  of  objects  around  drama,  "  Saul,"  and  other  plays  and  sonnets; 
them,  and  began  to  divine  the  special  sphere  John  Reade,  tender  and  sweet- toned,  author  of 
of  colonial  art  —  the  development  of  that  new  "  Merlin  and  other  poems,"  Tennysonian  in  their 
world's  native  store  of  the  beautiful —  has  an  general  color;  Alexander  McLachlan,  vigorous, 
interest  and  a  value  of  its  own.  Let  one  go  popular,  and  Radical  singer;  George  Martin, 
with  an  Indian  for  guide  far  along  some  pri-  George  Murray,  and  John  Hunter  Duvar, 
meval  chain  of  lakes  and  streams,  and  he  will  learned  in  old  lore  and  quaint  metres;  Joseph 
learn  of  a  majesty  and  a  loveliness  which  have  Howe,  Thomas  D'Arcy  McGee,  and  William 
not  been  touched  by  the  literature  of  Europe.  Kirby;  all  (except  Heavysege,  who  lived  in 
Let  him  become  a  reader  of  the  quaint  French  mental  solitude  far  away  from  the  present  in 
chronicles  of  the  early  pioneers  of  New  France,  time  and  place)  dealing  more  or  less  with  the 
and  he  will  find  there  a  field  of  chivalry  full  subjects  and  life  of  Canada, 
of  tempting  subjects  for  the  pen.  Let  him  put  They  have  been  succeeded  by  a  second  gen- 
his  ear  to  the  heart  of  a  new  nation,  and  he  will  eration,  who  have  grown  up  under  the  influence 
discover  a  fountain  of  emotions  ready  for  the  of  the  great  fact  which  has  welded  the  Prov- 
poem  and  the  novel.  inces  of  Canada  into  a  whole,  the  Confederation 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  verse,  not  prose,  is  of   1866.     Confederation  has  been  to  us  what 

the  usual  early  form  of  distinctive  literary  ex-  the  union  of  the  thirteen  colonies  was  to  you. 

pression;    or,  to  state  it    differently,  colonial  I  desire  more  particularly  to  describe  the  work 

literatures  tend  to  begin  with  poetry.     What  is  of  this  second  generation,  because  in  them  the 

the   reason  ?    There  seem  to  be  two  reasons,  distinctive  characteristics  in  question  are  more 

One,  that  verse  does  not,   in   its  lyrical  and  completely  developed,  and  it  will  be  convenient 

simpler  forms,  demand  as  severe  an  effort  as  a  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  the  best-known 

long  work  of  fiction ;    another,  that  it   is  the  names.     A  very  good   list  and   representation 

natural  medium    of  incoherent    feelings  and  of  the  others  is  to  be  found  in  the  "  Treasury  of 

thoughts,  owing  to  its  greater  element  of  music.  Canadian  verse,"  just  issued  under  the  editor- 

The    motives  now   in  question  are  incipient  ship  of  the  late  Dr.  Theodore  Rand,  who  died 

local  patriotism  and  incipient  perception  of  the  about  the  date  of  its  publication, 

local  materials  of  art.  Archibald  Lampman   I  mention  first,  because 
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hit  work  is  complete  and  he  has  gone  to  his  rest.  Bliss  Carman  is  a  companion  of  the  three 
Born  in  1861,  he  resided  chiefly  at  Ottawa,  men  last  mentioned  —  in  fact,  a  first  cousin  of 
where  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  civil  service,  and  Roberts.  His  diction  is  more  original,  and  has 
died  there  on  the  loth  of  February,  1899.  His  a  melody  quite  his  own,  but  the  same  color  and 
was  a  touchingly  modest,  sincere,  and  beautiful  the  same  impulses  mark  it,  as  theirs  —  close 
character,  and  we  who  knew  him  all  loved  **  the  communion  with  Nature,  and  the  unconven- 
little  brown  bird  that  sings,"  as  I  used  to  call  tional  vigor  of  a  young  people  wending  to  its 
him.  The  music  of  his  sonnet  lines  is  like  the  own  in  the  paths  of  thought.  He  was  born  in 
strong,  sure,  exquisite  bars  of  some  master  of  Nova  Scotia  in  1861  and  is  now  living  in  New 
the  violin,  and  his  intimacy  with  nature  (of  York.  His  principal  works  are  **  Low  tide  on 
course  under  Canadian  conditions)  was  most  Grand  Pr6,"  1893;  **  Songs  from  Vagabondia," 
close.  In  1888  he  first  collected  his  poems  into  1894;  and  "  Behind  the  arras." 
one  volume,  entitled  "Among  the  millet";  in  Frederick  George  Scott  is  the  last  of  the  ex- 
1893  his  second  book,  *'  Lyrics  of  earth,"  was  amples  I  shall  take,  because  time  forbids  con- 
published;  and  finally,  after  his  death,  "The  sidering  some  others,  such  as  Duncan  Camp- 
poems  of  Archibald  Lampman  "  were,  in  1900,  bell  Scott,  Pauline  Johnson,  Isabella  Valancey 
judiciously  collected  and  edited  by  his  Crawford,  Dr.  W.  H.  Drummond,  the  humor- 
friend  and  fellow-poet,  Duncan  Campbell  ist;  Mrs.  Frances  Harrison,  and  others.  The 
Scott.  Rev.  George   Scott  was  born  in  Montreal  in 

Worthy  to  stand  with  Lampman  is  another  of  1861,  and  is  now  rector  of  the  largest  Anglican 

the  same  age  and  generation,  William  Wilfred  church    in    Quebec.      His  volumes  are,  "The 

Campbell,  also  of  the  civil  service,  Ottawa,  soul's  quest,"  1888;  *' My  lattice,"  1894.  "The 

His  volumes  are:  "  Lake  lyrics,"  1889;  "The  unnamed  lake,"   1896;    and   "Poems  old  and 

dread  voyage,"  1893;  "  Mordred,  a  tragedy,"  new,"  1899.     In  these  are  contained  poems  of 

1895;  "Hildebrand,  a   drama,"   1895;    "Be-  great  force  of  description,  thought,  and  feeling, 

yond  the  hills  of  dream,"   1900.    Campbell's  with  a  worthy    reminiscence  of   Tennysonian 

versification  and  choice  of  words  are  not  so  music. 

perfect  as  Lampman's,  nor  is  his  communion  A  contribution  of  interest  to  which  I  can  do 

with    external    nature    so    striking,    but    his  no  more  than  refer  here,  is  the  small  but  highly 

aim  is  much   wider,  his  dramatic  quality  is  characteristic  contribution  of  French  Canada  in 

surprising,  and  he  has  a  keener  insight  into  its  native  tongue;  but  that  would  require  more 

the  heart  of  humanity.     In  my  humble  judg-  than  a  paragraph. 

ment  his  poem,  "  The  mother,"  has  touched  the  The  new  Canadian  literature  is  thus  chiefly  a 

high-water  mark  of  Canadian  poetry.  school  of  poetry.     Into  the  same  field  writers 

Charles  George  Douglas  Roberts  is  a  repre-  of  fiction  are,  however,  following,  and  of  them 
sentative  —  once  the  most  promising  —  of  the  more  is,  perhaps,  to  be  expected  than  of  the 
same  school,  and  still  strong  and  clear-toned,  poets,  for  their  schemes  of  treatment  and  choice 
He  was  born  in  New  Brunswick  in  i860,  and  of  subjects  must  necessarily  be  freer.  Theartis- 
was  till  recently  Professor  of  Literature  at  tic  phases  of  this  immense  and  highly  distinct- 
King's  College,  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  but  is  ive  land  have  been  hitherto  but  scratched  upon 
now  in  New  York.  His  volumes  are  "  Orion,"  the  surface,  like  the  ploughing  of  the  settler  on 
"  In  divers  tones,"  "Songs  of  the  common  its  great  prairies,  which  goes  but  a  couple  of 
day,"  "New  York  nocturnes,"  and  some  prose  inches  deep.  There  is  room  for  a  school  like 
works.  the  Russian,  and  it  will  yet  come. 

His  best  and  more  distinctively   Canadian  One  has  but  to  read  Sladen's  "  Australian 

work  may  be  illustrated  by  the  sonnet  entitled  ballads  "to  see  that  Australasia  is  evidently 

"  Burnt  lands  ";  but  he  has  also  written  one  of  going  through  an  analogous  process, 

the  best  expressions  of  a  national  aspiration  Mankind  wants  whatever  will  sincerely  add 

in  the  lines  addressed  to  Canada,  beginning:  to  its  knowledge  or  delight,  and  the  native  wri- 

..  ^  r<^M.   .*,    ,  ^«"  o'  these  regions  have  in  each  case  a  large 

••  O  Child  of  Nations;  giant  limbed,  j-u           .1.1        vii.           , 

Who  »tand».t  among  the  nation,  now.  ^""^  "^^  'P^^**^  ^*^^°  *°  ^^^^^  ^°  °^«"^  treasure 

Unheeded,  unadored,  unhymned,  which  the  world,  and  especially  their  part  of  it, 

With  unanointed  brow."  needs,  and  which  no  one  else  can  supply. 
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THE  ABERDEEN  ASSOCIATION. 

By  Miss  E.  E.  LAIDIAW,  Recording  Secretary,  Montreal  English  Branch. 

'T^HE  object  of  the  Aberdeen  Association  is  azines  could  be  sent  out,  brought  in  applications 

to  collect  good  and  attractive  periodicals  *'  fast  and  furiously."  To  these  applicants  were 

and  other  literature,   and  to  distribute    it   in  sent  a  form  to  be  filled  in,  so  that  with  as  much 

monthly  parcels  to  settlers   who  apply  for  it  knowledge  of  the  individual  need  as  possible, 

from  outlying  parts  of  Canada.  a  judicious  selection  might  be  put  in  each  par- 

ist.  To  those  whose  homes  are  so  situated  eel. 

geographically  that  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  ob-  The  questions  on  the  form  adopted  are:  i. 

tain  literature.  What    is    your  religion    and  occupation?     2* 

2d.  To  those   who    from    financial    circum-  Are  you  married  or  single  ?     How  many  in 

stances  might  not  be  able  to  purchase  it.  household  ?    If  children,  state  ages.     3.  What 

3d.  To  those  who    from    want    of    interest  kind  of  literature  would   you  prefer?    4.  Do 

might    leave    themselves    and    their    children  you  receive  any  literature  from  elsewhere  ?    5. 

without  good  reading  matter.  Will  you  pass  the  literature  on  to  others  ?    The 

The  Association  is  strictly  undenominational,  almost  invariable  answer  to  the  last  question  is 

and  rigidly  avoids  any  semblance  of  religious  *'  Yes,'*  for,  as  those  know  who  have  lived  in 

or  political  bias,  and  sends  out  such  literature  the  outlying  districts  of  our  countries,  books 

as  suits  the  religion,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  are  treasures  to  be  universally  shared, 

the  tastes  of  the  readers.  The   postage,  as  the  work  grew,  became  a 

In  1890,  at  a  meeting  of  ladies  in  Winnipeg,  serious  matter,  and  though  generous  subscrip- 
Lady  Aberdeen,  who  had  been  struck,  in  com-  tions  made  the  outlay  possible  for  a  time,  a 
mon  with  many  others,  by  the  terrible  isolation  very  great  relief  was  felt  when  the  Honorable, 
of  many  of  the  settlers  in  the  Canadian  North*  the  Postmaster  General,  saw  his  way  to  allow- 
west  during  the  severe  winter  months,  threw  ing  the  free  carriage  of  Aberdeen  Association 
out  a  suggestion  for  the  distribution  of  reading  matter. 

matter  among  them.     This  was  most  heartily  From  Winnipeg    the    work   soon  spread  to 

taken  up  by  Lady  Taylor  (now  President  of  the  other  communities,  and  branches  were  formed 

National  Council  of  Women),  Mrs.  Scarth,  Mrs.  in  the  following  order:  Halifax,  Ottawa,  Cal* 

Kirby,  and  others,  and  on  November  12,  1890,  garry,  Vancouver,  Regina.  Toronto,  Montreal 

an  association  was   formed  at  the  Clarendon  (English  Branch),  Montreal  (French  Branch), 

Hotel,  in  Winnipeg,  which  has  literally  been  Hamilton,  Victoria,  Brandon,  Kingston,  Que- 

the  mother  of  all  the  other  branches.  bee,   St.  John,  N.  B.,  Kamloops,  B.  C,  and, 

This  parent  branch  struggled  along  under  this  year,  London,  Ontario.  In  all  these 
the  burden  of  a  dearth  of  literature,  want  of  branches  every  possible  local  supply  of  liter- 
suitable  rooms,  and  the  necessity  of  getting  ature  is  drawn  upon,  personal  and  press  ap- 
enough  money  to  pay  the  postage,  but  from  peals  being  most  generously  responded  to. 
all  this  have  evolved  a  working  system,  which  Moving  and  house-cleaning  are  harvest  times 
has  been  copied  as  closely  as  may  be  by  each  for  us,  and  we  rejoice  when  our  rooms  are 
succeeding  branch.  They  were  in  doubt  as  to  made  the  literary  dumping  ground  ^f  the 
how  to  reach  the  people  they  sought  out;  those  weary  householder. 

for  whom  the  Association  was  formed;  those  The  establishment  of   a  Central  Board   in 

who,  from  poverty  or  extreme  distance  from  a  Ottawa  soon  became  a  necessity.     To  the  Cen- 

centre,  were  unable  to  procure  a  supply  of  sec-  tral  Secretary  all  new  applications  are  sent  by 

ular  and  religious  literature  for  themselves  and  the  local  branches,  to  be  compared   with   his 

their  children.  lists.    Thus  no  overlapping  occurs,  t.^.,  no  one 

Letters  to  missionaries,  immigration  agents,  is  supplied   from  two  branches  at  once,  and 

merchants,  and  others  in  such  districts,  an-  names  in  order  of  application  are  distributed  to 

nonncing  that  bnndles  of  old  books  and  mag-  the  branches  where  they  can  be  taken  on. 


28  MONTREAL  CONFERENCE. 


The  sources  of  supply  are  not  confined  to  by  "  is  that  between  friends,  and  letters  are 
Canada  alone.  Lady  Aberdeen  having  created  begged  for  when  books  must  cease, 
much  interest  in  its  behalf  in  England  and  It  must  be  understood  that  this  is  no  charity 
Scotland.  The  London  (England)  Branch  has  in  the  accepted  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  a  friend- 
as  its  President,  Lady  Dufferin,  and  as  its  Sec-  ly  care  for  friends,  who  gladly  contribute,  when 
retary,  Mrs.  Gordon,  of  Ellon.  they  can.  to  the  expenses  of  the  Association,  and 
The  Imperial  Institute  gives  the  use  of  rooms  who  send  on  the  books,  often  many  weary  miles, 
where  literature  is  received  and  sorted  into  to  less  fortunate  neighbors  (save  the  mark), 
cases.  These  are  carried  free  to  Canada  by  For  the  children  we  have  an  especial  care, 
several  steamship  lines,  and  to  Ottawa  by  the  all  bright  pictures  and  books  being  carefully 
railways.  Contributions  are  received  from  the  gathered  and  Branch  life  membership  fees  de- 
Young  Women's  Guild  of  Ian  Maclaren's  voted  to  the  purchase  of  new  literature,  espe- 
Church,  in  Liverpool,  from  Lady  Dufferin's  cially  at  Christmas  time,  when  we  try  to  send 
Book  Guild,  from  W.  T.  Stead  and  other  pub-  them  books  to  keep. 

Ushers,  from  the  Alliance  Fran9aise,  in  Paris,  Lady  Aberdeen's  thoughtfulness  in  sending 
as  well  as  from  the  Glasgow  and  other  Scotch  out  paint  boxes  and  colored  chalks  proved  a  joy, 
branches.  not  only  to  the  little  ones,  but  to  many  a  bach- 
Last  year  86  cases  were  received  from  Great  elor  in  his  little  shack.  Flower  seeds  are  sent 
Britain,  consisting  roughly  of  25,000  books,  out  to  brighten  the  little  door  yards,  and  an 
23.000  magazines,  25,000  illustrated  papers,  etc.  essay  competition  on  a  given  subject  (with  liberal 
These  were  handled  at  the  Central  Office  in  prizes)  has  had  good  results.  It  may  amuse 
Ottawa  and  distributed  in  154  cases  to  the  you  to  hear  that  one  prize  bought  a  pig  for  an 
various  branches.  The  mailing  list  at  the  last  an-  enterprising  woman. 

nual  meeting,  Hamilton,  October,  i899,con8isted  The  better  known  the  work  of  this  Associa- 
of  1900  monthly  parcels  sent  to  520  post-offices  for  tion  the  more  cordial  the  support  it  receives 
nine  months  in  the  year.  This  made  the  output  from  the  public;  and  no  better  criterion  of  the 
20,000  parcels,  averaging  nearly  five  pounds  results  can  be  given  you  than  those  contained 
each,  and  reaching  more  than  8000  people.  in  the  requests  for  literature  and  the  settlers  let- 
Lady  Aberdeen  has  also  organized  in  London  ters.  Among  the  requests  sent  in  we  may  quote 
a  scheme  of  collection  from  newspaper  offices,  a  few  examples: 

etc.,  in   whose  editorial  rooms  boxes  labelled  Farmer's  wife,  Methodist.  Wants  love  stories 

'*  For  the  Aberdeen   Association  *'  are   placed  and  detective  works. 

and  called  for  by  monthly  vans,  notification  of  School  teacher.    Wants  good  solid  reading, 

whose  arrival  is  duly  sent.     In  this  way  many  Good  novels.    Children's  literature  for  distri- 

books  sent  for  review  find  their  way  to  the  far  bution.     Scientific  reading  for  self, 

off  homes  in  the  Northwest,  there  to  bring  a  Farm  hand.  Catholic  boy.     Wants  "  Uncle 

savor  of  new  life  to  the  snow-bound  pioneers,  Tom's  cabin,"  *'  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy." 

who  are  laying  the  foundations  of  civilization  Farmer's  wife,  Presbyterian,  with  10  children, 

for  us  and  our  children,  and  to  whom  surely  our  Wants  music,  school  books,  story  books,  in- 

sympathy  for  loneliness  and  patient  working  struction  in  dancing,  grace  of  deportment,  and 

and  waiting  must  of  necessity  go  forth.     That  carriage.     Fancy  work.     Late  fashions.    Even- 

tbis  sympathy  is  appreciated  is  at  once  observed  ing  amusements  and  entertainments, 

by  those  who  receive  more  than  the  semi-an-  Manager    lumber    camp.     Wants    historical 

nual  letters  which,  by  the  Association's  by-laws,  works  and  scientific  literarure  for  himself.   Mis- 

must  pass  between  the  recipient  of  the  monthly  cellaneous  French  aod  English  for  camps, 

parcels  and  that  working  member  on  whose  list  Roman  Catholic  Indian  teacher.  Wants  mag- 

the  settler's  name  is  placed.     We  are  contin-  azines,  pictorials,  and  flute  music, 

ually  being  thanked  most  cordially  for  our  let-  Lutheran  farmer.    Wants  anything  interest- 

ters  and  being  taken  into  the  joys  and  sorrows  ing  and  instructive.     Reads  English,  French, 

and  home  life  of  our  correspondents,  in  a  way  and  German. 

that  seems  almost  incredible.    So  much  so,  that  Carpenter,    widower    with    eight    children, 

when  any  move  takes  place  into  a  large  town  Joseph,    consumptive.    Wants    religious    and 

or  out  of  the  country  altogether,  the  "good-  moral,  and  easily  read,  especially  for  Joseph. 
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VOLUMES  AND  CIRCULATION  :  A  STUDY  OF  PERCENTAGES. 

By  Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  Librarian  Brooklyn  (N.  K)  Public  Library, 

TV4  OST  libraries  report  the  percentage  of  cir-  mal  smallness  of  the  latter.     Thus,  if  a  library 

culation  of  each  class  of  literature  with  contained  but  one  per  cent,  of  juvenile  fiction 

respect  to  the  total  circulation.     Very  few  re-  the  chances  are  that  the  circulation  percentage 

port  the  corresponding  class  percentages  of  the  would  be  but  a  fraction  ol  one  per  cent.,  for  the 

volumes  in  the  library.    Yet,  by  comparison  with  books  would  have  been  so  often  read  and  re- 

tbe  latter,  the  former  become  very  much  more  read  as  to  be  no  longer  in  demand.     Enough 

valuable.    For  instance,  an  extreme  case  would  has  been  said,  however,  to  show  that  a  compari- 

be  that  of  a  library  that  should  report  nocircu-  son  of  the  two  systems  of  percentages  may  be 

lation  of  fiction  at  all.     If  this  library  contains  the  starting  point  of  avtry  fruitful  series  of 

no  fiction,  the  percentage  report  tells  us  nothing  investigations. 

whatever  regarding  the  proclivities  of  its  users  There  is  mutual  action  and  reaction  between 
for  the  reading  of  fiction.  If  it  has  on  its  the  relative  number  of  books  in  any  one 
shelves,  say,  30  per  cent,  of  fiction,  the  report  class  and  the  cin  ulation  in  that  class.  All 
certainly  shows  that  its  users  care  nothing  for  other  things  being  equal,  the  larger  the  class 
this  class  of  literature.  This,  as  has  been  said,  the  larger  the  circulation,  while  the  larger  the 
is  an  imaginary  extreme  case.  Now,  suppose  circulation  the  more  books  should  be  added  to 
that  a  library  reports  an  abnormally  small  cir-  the  class.  The  former  action  is  automatic;  the 
culation  of  juvenile  fiction  —  say  8  per  cent,  latter  works  through  the  agency  of  the  book- 
This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  purchasing  power.  When  either  ceases  to  re- 
fiction  on  the  shelves  is  abnormally  small  or  to  spond  to  the  other  the  increase  stops — must  stop 
some  other  cause.  The  circulation  percentage  in  the  one  case  and  should  stop  in  the  other, 
gives  us  no  information  on  this  point.  The  book-buyer  has  power,  on  the  one  hand. 
For  this  and  other  reasons  it  is  desirable  that  by  increasing  or  diminishing  his  stock  of  books 
both  percentages  be  given  and  studied  system-  in  any  class,  to  affect  the  circulation  in  that 
atically.  One  application  of  such  study  may  be  class,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  stimulating 
to  the  purchase  of  books.  If  the  percentage  of  the  circulation  in  a  class  in  any  or  all  of  the 
history  circulation,  we  will  say,  largely  exceeds  several  ways  in  which  this  is  possible,  he  may 
that  of  the  volumes  of  history  on  the  shelves,  create  a  demand  for  an  increase  in  the  number 
this  is  an  indication  that  the  library  needs  more  of  volumes  belonging  to  that  class.  In  all  cases 
history.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  circulation  the  person  who  decides  what  books  are  to  be 
percentage  falls  far  below  the  volume  percentage  purchased  must  have  information  regarding  the 
in  any  class,  the  indication  is  that  the  library  is  relation  between  the  number  of  his  books  and 
properly  supplied  with  books  of  this  particular  their  circulation,  and  this  is  most  clearly  ex- 
class,  and  that  effort  should  be  made  toward  in-  pressed  by  a  single  number  —  the  ratio  between 
creasing  the  use  of  those  already  on  the  shelves,  the  circulation  percentage  and  the  volume  per- 
These  are  but  probabilities,  of  course;  they  centage  in  each  class.  This  number  I  will  refer 
may  t>e  negatived  by  a  study  of  related  stalls-  to  hereafter  as  the  percentage-ratio,  (See  foot- 
tict  and  conditions.  Thus,  the  books  in  a  given  note  accompanying  tables  on  page  31.)  If  it  is 
class,  though  their  percentage  is  vastly  larger  desired  to  stimulate  the  circulation  in  any  class, 
than  that  of  their  circulation,  may  contain  so  that  ratio  should  be  kept  well  below  unity  by 
great  an  amount  of  worthless  material  that  the  increasing  the  purchases  in  the  class.  If  the 
percentage  of  usable  books  is  small.  For  in-  contrary  is  to  be  desired,  the  ratio  must  be  kept 
stance,  there  might  be  a  crying  need  for  more  above  unity.  An  examination  of  library  reports 
science,  although  the  library  contained  12  per  will  show  that  this  result  has  generally  been 
cent,  of  volumes  of  this  class  and  was  circulating  reached,  although  not  in  any  systematic  way, 
only  7  per  cent.  Again,  the  circulation  percent-  for  there  are  noteworthy  departures  from  it ;  as 
age  might  be  much  smaller  than  the  volume  per-  a  rule,  in  adult  and  juvenile  fiction,  the  circula- 
centage  at  a  direct  consequence  of  the  abnor-  tion  percentage  far  exceeds  the  volume  percent- 
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age,  while  in  the  non-fiction  classes  the  reverse 
is  true,  although  the  ratios  do  not  vary  much 
from  unity. 

Of  course  the  apparent  use  of  fiction,  in  the 
usual  manner  of  statement,  is  raised  by  the 
fact  that  the  stock  is  "  turned  over"  oftener  in 
a  given  time.  The  percentages  are  much 
more  favorable  to  non-fiction  when  the  circula- 
tion is  given  in  terms  of  time,  as  was  shown  in 
an  article  by  the  present  writer  in  the  Library 
Journal  for  1896  (L.  J.:  21:  '96.)  Another  way 
to  get  at  it  would  be  to  give  the  average  number 
of  books  outstanding  in  each  class,  from  counts 
made  at  as  many  dififerent  times  in  the  year  as  is 
convenient.  This  item  of  statistics  —  the  num- 
ber of  books  outstanding — has  been  somewhat 
neglected  by  librarians.  The  total  number  is 
reported  once  a  month  at  the  New  York  Free 
Circulating  Library  and  at  the  Brooklyn  Public 
Library,  and  Mr.  R  P.  Hayes  tells  me  that  at 
his  subscription  library  in  Chicago  it  is  regarded 
as  the  most  important  statistical  item.  The 
standard  method  of  keeping  circulation  statis- 
tics, however,  is  not  likely  to  be  altered,  and 
its  imperfection  in  this  regard  is  an  additional 
reason  why  the  fiction  percentage-ratio  should 
be  kept  very  far  above  unity.  Of  course,  when 
I  speak  of  keeping  this  ratio  above  or  below 
unity,  I  refer  only  to  what  must  be  done  by  the 
purchase  of  books.  In  direct  action  on  the  cir- 
culation of  course  the  librarian  should  strive  to 
do  precisely  the  opposite  of  this.  In  other 
words,  while  he  is  trying  to  lower  his  ratio  in 
a  given  class  by  buying  more  books,  he  will  at 
the  same  time  try  to  raise  it,  as  far  as  personal 
efifort  to  increase  his  circulation  in  that  class  is 
concerned.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  a 
percentage  may  be  raised  or  lowered  not  only 
by  altering  the  corresponding  number,  but  by 
altering  other  numbers  of  the  series.  It  is 
very  seldom  desirable  to  lower  the  actual  num- 
ber of  books  in  a  class  or  their  actual  circulation; 
the  lowering  of  the  corresponding  percentages 
should  be  effected  by  increasing  those  of  other 
classes. 

The  mathematical  statement  of  the  situation 
is  somewhat  complex.  Without  using  other 
than  elementary  terms  it  may  be  made  as  fol- 
lows: We  have  fractions  whose  numerators  and 
denominators  belong  respectively  to  two  series 
of  percentages.  The  value  of  the  numerator  in 
each  case  is  dependent  on  that  of  the  denomi- 
nator. The  librarian  has  it  in  his  power  to 
alter  the  numbers  corresponding  to  both  these 


percentages  and  others  in  the  series,  although 
he  has  greater  control  of  those  of  the  denomi- 
nator. He  desires,  by  such  alteration,  to 
maintain  the  fraction  at  a  value  near  unity,  but 
in  some  cases  greater  and  in  others  smaller 
than  unity,  at  the  same  time  raising  both 
terms  of  some  of  the  fractions  at  the  expense  of 
others.  An  attempt  to  state  all  this  in  formal 
mathematical  notation  will  throw  further  light 
on  the  complexity  of  the  relations  involved. 
Mathematicians  may  amuse  themselves  by  try- 
ing it. 

Direct  comparison  of  circulation  with  the 
number  of  books  on  the  shelves  is  not  infre- 
quent. The  ratio  of  total  circulation  to  total 
volumes  is  sometimes  made  a  measure  of  the 
work  done  by  a  library  —  most  unjustly,  it 
would  seem,  since  this  ratio  must  necessarily 
be  largest  in  the  smallest  and  most  inadequate 
collections.  A  n:ore  logical  method  would  be 
to  take  the  ratio  class  by  class,  but  even  in  this 
case  it  does  us  little  good  to  know  that  every 
volume  of  history  on  the  shelves  circulated 
four  times  unless  we  also  know  the  relationship 
of  this  rate  to  that  which  obtains  in  the  other 
classes.  In  other  words,  the  totals  of  volumes 
and  circulation  must  enter  into  every  ratio,  and 
this  result  is  attained  by  using  the  percentages 
as  terms  of  the  ratios,  as  already  proposed. 

The  first  thing  to  note  in  an  investigation  of 
this  kind  is,  therefore,  the  percentage-ratio. 
This  may  lead  to  an  investigation  of  the  com- 
ponent percentages  of  this  ratio,  this  to  the 
numbers  corresponding  to  these  percentages, 
and  this  again  to  an  examination  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  books  themselves  in  the  class  in 
question. 

The  tables  on  the  next  page  show  the  percent- 
age ratios,  as  defined  above,  in  the  different 
classes  of  books  at  several  libraries,  chiefly  in 
New  York  City.  They  are  neither  exhaustive 
nor  particularly  typical  and  are  presented 
simply  as  an  example  of  the  use  of  the  meth- 
od. Taking  them  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  seen 
that  every  library  represented  has  in  general 
kept  its  ratio  well  above  unity  in  the  classes 
where  a  large  circulation  percentage  is  usually 
regarded  as  desirable,  and  well  below  in  the 
other  classes  —  an  indication  that  the  purchase 
of  books  has  generally  been  properly  distrib- 
uted among  the  classes,  but  stimulation  of  non- 
fiction  circulation  has  not  kept  pace  with  this 
purchase.  Taking  first  the  branches  of  the  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library,  some  anomaliei 
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FABLB  SHOWING  PERCENTAGE-RATIOS    IN  NEW  YORK    FREE    CIRCULATING,   BROOKLYN    PUBUC,  AND 

OTHER  LIBRARIES.* 


N.  Y.  Free  Circ.  Lib»y. 


Bond 

Ottendorfer 

Bruce 

Jackson  Sq 

Hailem , 

Mohlenbe^.... 
Bloomingd&le.., 

Rivenide* 

Yorkrille 

ithSt 

thamSq.... 


^ 


Jnv. 

Fict. 

a.6 

.9 

a-4 

I.I 

Z.6 

i.S 

X.7 

x-5 

x-7 

I.I 

1-3 

I. a 

X.5 

1.3 

1.5 

'.3 

x-3 

i.o 

\\ 

.9 

.4 

Hist. 


1.2 

:l 

.8 
.8 
.6 

•7 

.7 

1.0 

.8 
1.4 


Biog^. 

Trav. 

Lit. 

Per. 

Sci. 

Arts. 

Phil. 

.5 

.6 

.8 

X.7 

•9 

•7 

•5 

•3 

.6 

.5 

i.a 

.7 

.5 

.5 

.6 

.8 

•9 

'•3 

.4 

.8 

•3 

.8 

.8 

•  4 

1.6 

.5 

.6 

.5 

.6 

.6 

.6 

1.0 

.6 

.6 

•  5 

•S 

•5 

.6 

1-7 

.6 

.6 

•3 

.6 

6 

.6 

x-7 

.6 

.5 

.7 

•5 

.8 

.5 

a  5 

.6 

.5 

.5 

.8 

.8 

.8 

X.7 

.7 

.8 

.5 

.6 

.8 

.7 

1.3 

•  S 

•5 

.5 

.6 

•8 

•9 

1.0 

1.0 

.7 

.7 

For. 


.a 

.7 

.3 

.3 

1.0 

1.0 

.3 
.5 
.8 


Brooklyn  P.  L. 


Bedford 

Bedford  Pk... 

Bast 

S.  Brooklyn... 
WUliamsDnng^. 
Flatbuah 


Jut. 

Fict. 

Hist 

Biog. 

Trav. 

Poet. 

Lit. 

Per. 

Sci. 

Arts. 

Phil. 

a. a 

a.z 

1.0 

•4 

.8 

.7 

.8 

•3 

.3 

.a 

•3 

1.0 

x-3 

1.0 

•4 

.5 

.7 

z.o 

•  • 

.5 

.0 

.5 

X.7 

.1 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 

•3 

.6 

•  • 

.8 

.7 

•3 

a.o 

1.0 

•4 

.8 

•3 

.4 

•  • 

•  S 

.5 

.5 

4. 

*-3 

.8 

.5 

.8 

.5 

•4 

•3 

.5 

•3 

•3 

a. I 

1.6 

.4. 

•3 

•4 

.5 

.6 

.3 

.3 

.5 

•3 

Ref. 


a.o 


a.o 

1.3 
.0 


PhU. 

Rel. 

Soc. 

Philol. 

Sci. 

Use.  Arts. 

Fine  Arts. 

Lit. 

Hist. 

Trav. 

Biog. 

Fict. 

BuflEalo  Public  Library. 

.5 

.a 

.a 

.a 

•  5 

•S 

•S 

.8 

.6 

.6 

•  5 

a. 3 

F.Arts. 

Biog. 

Phil. 

Rel. 
•3 

Soc. 

Edu. 
.5 

Hist. 

Sci. 

Poet. 

Lit. 
.9 

U.Art. 

Trav. 

Ju.F. 

Ad.F 

For. 

Cleveland  P.  L. 
Circ.  Depc. 

.6 

•3 

.5 

1.0 

.6 

.6 

.6 

.5 

•5 

1.6 

3.0 

.7 

Nat.  Sci. 

Pol.  Sci. 

Theol. 

Arts. 

Lit. 
•  3 

Trav. 
•3 

Hist. 

Biog 
.a 

.  Poet. 

Per. 

Fict. 

Juv. 

For. 

Toronto  Pub.  Lib 

Circ.  Dept. 

.3 

.4 

•3 

.6 

.3 

.3 

1.0 

«.7 

*.5 

.a 

^  These  numbers,  as  explained  in  the  text,  are  the  ratios  of  circulation-percentage  to  volume-percentage ;  that 
is,  thev  are  obtained  in  each  class  by  dividing  the  class-percentage  of  circulation  by  the  class-percentage  of  volumes 
on  shelves.    For  instance,  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  reportslor  its  Bedford  Branch  a  juvenile  circulation  of  aa 
per  cent,  and  10  per  cent,  of  juvenile  volumes  on  shelves.    This  gives  a  ratio  of  a  .a,  as  in  the  table. 

appear,  as  follows:  Bond  street  and  Ottendorfer 
branches  have  a  very  high  ratio  in  juvenile  fic- 
tion. On  referring  to  the  percentage  tables 
in  the  library  report  (not  given  here)  I  find 
this  to  be  due  to  low  volume  percentages. 
Neither  of  these  two  libraries  has  an  abnormally 
small  number  of  volumes  in  juvenile  fiction,  and 
the  low  volume  percentage  is  due  to  a  larger 
stock  than  the  average  in  other  classes.  Thus 
the  state  of  things  in  this  class  is  not  one  that 
calls  for  change,  in  spite  of  the  abnormally  large 
ratio.  It  is  different  with  the  adult  fiction  ratios 
at  Bond  street,  34th  street,  and  Chatham  square, 
which  are  less  than  unity.  It  would  appear 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  purchase  so  much 
fiction  for  either  of  these  libraries,  since  the 
percentage  of  fiction  on  the  shelves  is  already 
in  excess  of  that  circulated.  This  is  notably 
the  case  at  Chatham  square.  Here  the  actual 
number  of  volumes  in  adult  fiction  and  their 
circulation  are  both  small.  It  was  doubtless 
realized  at  the  oattet  that  the  fiction  circula- 


tion would  be  chiefly  juvenile,  but  the  result 
went  further  in  this  direction  even .  than  was 
anticipated.  The  Chatham  square  ratios  in 
nearly  all  classes  illustrate  the  fact  that  more 
abnormalities  may  be  expected  in  a  newly  es- 
tablished library  than  in  an  old  one.  These 
ratios  will  repay  study,  but  I  have  time  now 
to  note  merely  that  they  indicate  that  Bond 
street,  Yorkville,  and  Chatham  square  need 
more  history  and  Chatham  square  more  sci- 
ence, and  that  Harlem  and  Muhlenberg  should 
have  a  larger  propoxtion  of  foreign  works  to 
satisfy  the  demand.  This  is  shown  in  each 
case  by  the  fact  that  the  number  indicating  the 
corresponding  ratio  is  greater  than  one. 

In  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library  table  the  ra- 
tios run  much  less  evenly  than  in  that  of  the 
Free  Circulating  Library,  the  reason  being  that 
as  most  of  the  branches  have  been  open  only 
since  October  last  the  two  series  of  percentages 
have  not  had  time  to  adjust  themselves  mutually. 
The  low  juvenile  fiction  ratio  at  Bedford  Park  is 
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due  to  large  volume  percentage  and  indicates 
that  the  fiction  percentage  of  volumes  should 
be  lowered  by  proportionately  smaller  pur- 
chases in  this  class.  The  large  Williamsburg 
ratio  is  caused  by  small  volume  percentage, 
and  although  this  is  due  chiefly  to  large  vol- 
ume percentages  in  other  classes,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  other  ratios,  additional  purchases 
of  juvenile  fiction  at  this  branch  are  needed. 
East  and  South  Brooklyn  branches  are  buying 
too  much  adult  fiction,  and  the  demand  for 
history  is  in  general  exceeding  the  proportion- 
ate supply.  The  branch  best  supplied  with 
works  on  science  and  the  arts  (proportionately 
to  the  demand)  is  Bedford,  the  worst  is  the  East 
branch.  At  the  former  special  effort  should  be 
made  to  stimulate  the  circulation  in  these  two 
classes;  at  the  latter  the  stock  of  books  in  the 
same  classes  should  be  made  larger.  These 
conclusions  are  all  easily  reached  by  applying 
to  the  tables  the  principles  already  laid  down. 

Regarding  the  three  libraries  outside  of  New 
York  City  that  have  been  added  to  the  table, 
it  will  be  seen  that  in  general  the  ratios  follow 
the  same  rules.     Toronto's  ratios  are  very  low 


in  the  classes  other  than  fiction,  and  the  low 
circulation  percentages,  as  shown  in  the  library 
report  (not  given  here)  indicate  that  the  demand 
in  these  classes  should  be  stimulated.  Neither 
of  these  three  libraries,  however,  has  too  much 
fiction  on  the  shelves,  either  juvenile  or  adult. 
In  the  column  for  "periodicals"  in  all  the  tables 
the  ratios  are  unsafe  bases  for  inference,  as  cur- 
rent periodicals  are  included  in  the  percentage 
tables  of  circulation,  while  of  course  only  bound 
volumes  are  accounted  for  in  the  tables  of  vol- 
ume percentages.  This  makes  the  dividend 
unduly  large  in  the  calculation,  which  explains 
the  large  ratios  here.  Still,  if  it  is  desirable  to 
stimulate  the  reading  of  periodicals,  as  I  believe 
it  to  be,  on  the  whole,  libraries  should  probably 
take  more  copies  for  separate  circulation  and 
bind  more  duplicate  volumes  than  most  of  us  do. 
I  wish  to  say  again,  in  closing,  that  this  dis- 
cussion is  merely  to  suggest  a  method,  and  that 
I  have  chosen  the  libraries  represented  in  the 
tables  partly  on  account  of  my  own  familiar- 
ity with  their  conditions  and  limitations,  but 
chiefly  because  their  statistics  are  so  given  as  to 
minimize  the  labor  of  making  the  table  of  ratios. 


THK  COST  OF  PREPARING  BOOKS  IN  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  FOR  THE 

USE  OF  THE  PUBLIC. 

By  Bernard  C.  Steinsr,  Librarian  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library^  Baltimore, 

''INHERE  is  probably  no  side  of  library  man-  ing  what  elements  of  cost  should  be  taken  into 

agement  less  thought  of  by  the  general  account  and  by  giving  an  approximate  estimate 

public  than  the  expense  of  preparing  books  for  of  the  expense  in  that  library  known  best  by 

their  use.     The  proportion  of  the  library's  in-  the  writer.    Others,  who  join  in  the  discussion, 

come  that  can  be  spent  on  the  increase  of  the  may  give  approximate  figures  for  their  institu- 

collection    is    much    smaller    than    would    be  tions,  or  may  indicate  where  elements  of  cost 

thought  at  first  by  an  intelligent  observer,  be-  have  been  overlooked  or  placed  at  too  high  a 

cause  so  much  expense  must  be  added  to  the  figure.  While  the  cost  of  books  from  the  dealer 

dealer's  cost  of  the  book  before  it  is  ready  to  is  nearly  the  same  throughout  the  country, 

be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  public.  rates  of  salary  vary  greatly  and   the  cost  of 

It  would  be  an  interesting  inquiry  to  ascer-  supplies  varies  also.     Then,  too,  there  are  sev- 

tain  what  the  average  cost  per  book  of  such  eral  uncertain  quantities  which  would  be  as- 

preparation  is  in  various  libraries  of  the  coun-  signed  different  values  in  different  places,  as 

try,  and  what  proportion  of  these  libraries'  total  for  example,  how  much  of  the  librarian's  salary 

expenditure  should  be  charged  to  the  prepara-  goes  to  this  account.    We  shall  note,  moreover, 

tion  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  public,  but  the  that  certain  items  should  come  into  our  compu- 

writing  of  this  paper  was  undertaken  too  late  tation,   which  are  trifling  in  amount,  and  yet 

to   pursue   such    investigations.     After  all,  it  which  swell  the  sum  total,  such  as  paste  or  glue 

is  doubtful  whether  they  would  have  had  much  to  fasten  tags  on  the  backs  of  books, 

permanent  value,  for  the  elements  to  be  taken  We  must  begin,  of  course,  with  the  cost  of  the 

into  account  are  numerous  and  vary  so  much  books  themselves,  and  should  add  to  this  the  cost 

in  different  localities,  that,  probably,  the  intent  of  binding  such  as  are  issued  in  paper  covers, 

of  the  discussion  will  be  accomplished  by  stat-  But  before  we  procure  the  books,  we  must 
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have  order  clerks  to  examine  the  catalog,  so  as  elude  labor  expended  in  connection  with  plac- 

to  ascertain  whether  the  books  have  already  Ingit  on  the  shelf  and  supplies  procured,  such 

been  bought  or  ordered  elsewhere  and  to  pre-  as  book  pockets,  book  plates,  tags,  borrowers' 

pare  lists  of  those  to  be  procured.    A  part  of  cards,  book  slips,  etc.     From  such  an  enumera- 

the  time  of  the  librarian  or  his  secretary  is  oc-  tion  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  total  must  be 

cupied  with  the  correspondence  which  arises  in  an  approximation,  and  the  chief  gain  to  us  and 

connection  with  the  order  of  books,  and  should  the  public  from  such  a  discussion  as  this  is  a 

be  debited  to  our  account.    So,  too,  postage  on  clearer  conception  of  the  multltudinousness  of 

these  letters,   paper,  pens,  and  ink  must  be  the  items  to  be  included. 

charged  in  to  the  expense  of  preparation  of  Further,  any  one  year  gives  no  fair  answer 
books  for  the  public.  We  shall  find  that  one  of  to  the  question.  Supplies  bought  in  one  year 
the  most  difficult  valuations  to  make  is  that  of  may  last  over  three  or  four,  and  in  any  true 
the  portion  of  the  librarian's  own  time  spent  in  bookkeeping  should  be  divided  that  the  proper 
reading  reviews,  glancing  over  publishers'  cir-  amount  be  charged  to  each  year, 
culars  and  the  new  books  themselves,  deter-  In  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  the  amount 
mining  what  books  should  be  bought,  and,  it  spent  for  new  books  and  binding  was  about 
may  be,  discussing  these  books  with  the  $8000  in  the  year  1899.  1°  the  same  year  the 
library  committee  or  with  specialists  in  various  amount  spent  for  salaries  was  $24,000,  of  which 
branches  of  literature  and  science.  When  the  amount  |6ooo  would  not  be  an  unfair  amount 
books  have  been  supplied  by  dealers,  they  to  count  in  our  reckoning.  The  miscellaneous 
must  be  unpacked,  placed  on  shelves,  and  the  expenses  were  $10,500,  of  which  we  should  as- 
bills  must  be  checked  o£f  and  audited.  Some  sign  at  least  $1500  to  our  account.  This  gives 
of  these  items  are  of  small  financial  value,  as  us  a  sum  total  of  $15,500  out  of  a  total  ex- 
for  instance,  the  manual  labor  of  janitors  in  re-  penditure  of  $49,200,  and  had  I  not  been  con- 
moving  books  from  boxes,  yet  an  accurate  ac-  servative  in  my  estimate  I  could  have  made  it 
countant  may  not  leave  them  out.  The  maxim,  much  nearer  $20,000.  In  other  words,  about  a 
"  De  minimis  non  curat  lex,"  does  not  hold  third  of  the  annual  expenses  of  the  library  is 
true  in  finance.  The  cataloging  department  properly  charged  to  the  preparation  of  books 
must  now  take  hold  of  the  books,  and  acces-  for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  this,  too,  without 
sioning,  shelf  listing  or  classification,  and  counting  in  several  of  the  items  which  we 
writing  of  catalog  cards  must  be  done.  If  the  saw  might  fairly  be  included  in  the  reckon- 
library  makes  its  own  conspectus  and  does  not  ing. 

trust  to  a  ready-made  classification,  the  cost  of  The  cost  per  book  is  a  fallacious  test,  for  a 

that  should  also  be  included.     Of  course,  all  large  donation  in  any  year  will  much  dimln- 

salaries  of  catalogers  and  the  money  expended  ish  the    average.     For  example,   in   1899    we 

for  supplies  used  by  them  must  be  noted,  and  received  the  gift  of   1200  volumes  for  a  new 

it  may  even  be  queried  whether  the  artificial  branch    library.     These  books  cost  us  noth- 

light  used  by  catalogers,  the  furniture  of  the  ing  to  order  and  we  paid  no  booksellers'  bill 

cataloging  rooms,  and  a  fair  interest  on  the  for  them,  so  that  the  average  per  book  would 

capital  expended  in  increasing  the  size  of  the  be  less  In  such  a  year  than  in  one  where  few 

library  building,  so  as  to  provide  quarters  for  donations  were  received.     In  1899  we  added 

the   cataloging    department,    should    not    be  about  8000  volumes,  so  that  the  cost  was  about 

charged   to   our   account.  $2   per   volume,  and   the  cost   of  the  books 

If  bulletins,   finding  lists,  reading   lists,   or  from  the  dealer  was  only  about  half  the  amount 

printed  catalogs  are  prepared  by  the  library,  spent  in  preparation  for  the  public, 

it  would  seem  that  the  cost  of  these  would  form  Lastly,  we  should  remember  that  the  propor- 

another  item  to  swell  the  total  quite  materially,  tion  of  money  expended  on  this  account  to  the 

The  time  devoted  by  the  librarian  or  his  as-  total  expenditure  will  tend  to  diminish  with  the 

sistant  to  the  supervision  of  the  cataloging  de-  growth  of  the  library.   In  the  new  library  there 

partment  and  of  the  preparation  of  the  above  is  pressing  need  to  create  and  to  increase  the 

mentioned  printed  or  typewritten  matter  would  collection    of    books,    circulation    Is    usually 

form  another  item,  hard  to  be  estimated.  smaller  than  in  later   years,  and  there  is  no 

At    last   the   book    is    cataloged,   and  now  charge  to  be.  made  to  the  replacement  account, 

comes  the  question  whether  we  should  not  in-  for  wear  and  tear  have  not  begun. 
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WHAT  CLASSES   OF  PERSONS,  IF  ANY,   SHOULD   HAVE  ACCESS  TO 

THE   SHELVES   IN  LARGE   LIBRARIES? 

By  Samuel  Swetf  Green,  Lihrarian   Worcester  {Mass,)  Public  Library, 

A  LL  classes  of  persons  under  supervision;  charged  to  him.    The  circulating  library  is  un* 

"^^  no  class  without  it.  dergoing  classification  at  present.     It  is  the  in- 

Again,  it  is  not  the  size  of  the  library  but  its  tention  to  admit  visitors    to    sections,   under 

value,  owing  to  the  cost  or  rarity  of  its  books,  observation,  but  not  under  so  close  observation 

which  calls  for  careful  supervision  in  its  use.  as  in  the  case  of  the  reference  department,  the 

As  libraries  are  now  usually  arranged,  with  books  of  which  are  generally  expensive  and 

all  the  books  in  a  single  collection,  the  wisest  often  rare. 

course  seems  to  be  to  admit  persons  to  sections  It  maybe  remarked  here,  incidentally,  that 

under  observation,  and  to  provide  in  different  by  having  a  department  from  which  books  are 

rooms  collections  of  new  popular  books,  chil-  taken  out  with  a  little  formality,  the  librarian 

dren*s  libraries  and  libraries  of  a  few  thousand  is  enabled  to  place  choice  editions  of  the  more 

volumes,   containing    standard    and  readable  popular  authors  where  they  can  be  of  use  to 

books  on  a  large  variety  of  subjects,  for  pur-  students  of  literature  because  commonly  to  be 

poses  of  reference,  which  users  may  rummage  found  in  when  wanted  and  in  a  condition  of 

among  freely  and  yet  under  supervision.  wholeness  and  cleanness  to  render  their  use 

The  problem  is  very  much  simplified  by  di-  profitable  and  comfortable, 

viding  a  library.  While  the  greatest  efforts  should  be  made  to 

I  notice  that  in  those  large  libraries  where  free  be  impartial  in  the  conduct  of  a  library  and 

access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed,  there  is  a  coUec-  while  all  portions  should  be  unostentatiously 

tion  —  it  may  be  quite  small,  however  —  the  use  looked  after,  it  is  evident  that  there  are  some 

of  which  is  restricted  and  enjoyed  only  under  users  who  will  need  to  be  watched  more  than 

careful  supervision.     It  seems  to  me  that  this  others,  but  the  persons  who  need  watching  will 

principle  will  have  to  be  applied  more  widely  if  be   found  in  all  classes  and  where  vigilance  Is 

access  is  to  be  allowed  under  slight  supervision,  relaxed  it  should  be  In  the  case  of  individuals 

and  such  access  is  certainly  very  desirable.  and  not  of  classes  of  persons. 

The  division  of  the  library,  in  the   use  of  I  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  dissent  emphatically 

which  observation  of  users  is  to  be  close,  must  from  the  disposition  which  exists  to  look  at  the 

be  of  considerable  size,  unless  the  library,  al-  matter  of  access  to  the  shelves  solely  from  a 

though  large,  is,  as  is  the  case  in  some  of  the  pecuniary  point  of  view.     The  moral  side  of 

great  cities  of  the  country,  made  up  almost  en-  the  question  is  of  the  utmost  importance.    We 

tirely  of  popular  literature.  must  avoid  making  thieves  by  not  making  it  too 

I  speak  from  experience  in  this  matter,  for  easy  to  steal.      I   am   particularly  distressed 

the  Free  Public   Library  of  Worcester,  Massa-  when  I  see  shelves  of  books  for  children's  use 

chusetts,  besides  having  three  collections  of  left  unguarded.     There  should  be  sympathetic 

books  for  persons  to  rummage  among,  has  from  attendants   in  every  children's  room  to  help 

the  beginning  had  two  departments,  a  reference  children  and  guard  the  property.    Contrivances 

library  and  a  circulating  library.     In  the  refer-  also  should  be  adopted  which  will  keep  them 

ence  library  it  is  the  custom  to  admit  anybody  under  observation  for  a  considerable  time  when 

who  wishes  to  the  shelves,  accompanied  by  an  leaving  the  room.     It  would  be  foolish  to  estab- 

attendant.    The  user  may  stay  as  long  as  he  lish  reform  schools  for  delinquents  and  at  the 

pleases,  but  he  must  not  put  back  books  which  same  time  engage  in  the  work  of  making  delin- 

he  takes  down,  and  when  he  has  rummaged  quents. 

long  enough  among  the  books  of  the  class  he  is  In  the  remarks  which  I  have  made  I  have  not 

consulting,  such  books  as  he  has  selected  for  had  proprietary  or  college  libraries  in  mind,  but 

study  are  carried  to  a  small  study  room  and  only  such  libraries  as  the  public  has  rights  in. 
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CHARACTER  OF   PERMITTED   ACCESS  TO  THE   SHELVES. 

By  Purd  B.  Wright,  Librarian   St,  Joseph  i^Mo,)  Free  Public  Library. 

**  T  AM  inclined  to  take  the  position  that  no  libraries  have  a  more  extensive  use,  relatively, 

argument  for  open  shelves  is  necessary,  than  some  of  the  larger  libraries,  and  it  is  pos- 

We  have  in  the  public  library  the    people's  sibly  susceptible  of  proof  that  as  high  a  class  of 

books,  paid  for  by  their  money,  and  deposited  books  are  called  for.     It  is  true  that  in  the 

in  libraries  for  their  use.     This  use  should  not  average  small  library  —  small  only  on  account 

be  restricted  in  any  way  which  is  not  clearly  of  a  lack  of  means  —  will  not  be  found  collec- 

necessary  to  guard  the  people's  interests."    .  .  .  tions  valuable  on  account  of  their  rarity  or  great 

These  words  are  from  Mr.  Brett's  paper,  read  cost,  and  it  is  not  greatly  troubled  about  glass 
at  the  Atlanta  conference  last  year,  and,  it  cases,  wire  screens,  or  shelf  permits.  In  the 
would  seem,  practically  cover  the  entire  situa-  very  large  libraries  there  is  no  attempt  to  serve 
tion.  From  various  causes  all  library  workers  all  the  people  from  under  one  roof,  and  it  is 
may  not  be  in  a  position  to  realize  their  ideals,  gratifying  to  see  that  in  the  separation  of  the 
and  I  take  it  that  this  discussion  is  intended  as  a  volumes  more  than  one  restriction  is  removed, 
means  of  developing  a  **  second  best,"  as  it  In  the  establishment  of  branches  the  idea  is  to 
were  — of  getting  as  close  to  ideals  as  possible,  take  the  books  nearer  to  the  people,  to  make 
That  there  are  "open  shelves"  and  "open  them  more  readily  accessible  —  as  in  the  smaller 
■helves  "  is  plain  to  one  who  endeavors  to  keep  community  with  the  smaller  library  —  and  the 
up  with  library  magazine  and  convention  dis-  second  step  Is  the  removal  of  the  last  bar  be- 
cutsions,  and  it  is  equally  apparent  that  all  tween  the  public  and  the  books  it  wants,  the 
unnecessary  restrictions  in  the  use  of  books  in  result  being  the  open-shelf  library, 
the  public  library  by  the  public  are  being  In  the  open-shelf  library  all  volumes  of  a 
gradually  removed.  The  rapid  increase  in  general  nature  should  unquestionably  be  acces- 
the  namber  of  open-shelf  children's  rooms  sible  to  all.  Special  collections,  such  as  the  more 
will  possibly  do  more  in  the  future  toward  expensive  art  books,  rare  manuscripts,  local 
increasing  the  number  of  open-shelf  libra-  history,  technical  medical  books,  and  those  espe- 
ries  than  any  other  one  thing,  for  it  is  not  daily  valuable  on  account  of  their  rarity,  should 
to  be  doubted  that  children  who  are  educated  be  guarded  by  glass  doors,  and  protected  by 
and  permitted  to  select  their  own  reading  matter  such  regulations  as  will  give  access  to  those 
after  a  personal  examination  will  later  insist  on  who,  in  using  them  intelligently,  will  appreciate 
this  privilege  as  grown  people.  The  "  selected  the  value  not  only  of  the  books  but  of  the  organ- 
library"  (Bufifalo),  the  "standard  library"  ization  which  makes  any  use  possible.  Glass 
(Providence),  the  Denver  open- shelf,  (except  doors  are  preferred  to  wire  screens,  as  they 
fiction),  the  Newark  method,  and  hosts  of  other  serve  the  double  purpose  of  protection  from 
plans,  all  good,  are  signs  that  it  will  not  be  unnecessary  handling  from  a  spirit  of  idle  cu- 
many  years  before  there  will  be  many  followers  riosity,  and  from  dust.  Collections  of  the  so- 
of  the  Philadelphia  and  Cleveland  libraries  in  called  "inferno"  nature  should  be  behind  dark 
permitting  access  with  the  least  possible  restric-  doors.  The  student  or  other  person  entitled  to 
don.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  say  their  use  will  understand  the  necessity  for  any 
that  St.  Joseph  is  to  have  a  new  library  build-  restrictions  that  may  be  deemed  necessary,  and 
ing,  and  it  has  been  determined  that  it  shall  be  will  also  be  familiar  with  the  card  catalog  and 
an  open-shelf  library.  other  devices  of  the  up-to-date  library  which 

Aside  from  the  question  of  room  —  ground  tell  of  its  contents  and  the  method  of  securing 

rent  —  (the  open-shelf  library  requiring  more  what  is  wanted. 

floor  space)  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  there  is  If,  for  lack  of  room  or  other  sufficient  reason, 

necessarily  any  difference  as  to  freedom  of  ac-  it  is  impossible,  or  not  deemed  advisable,  to 

cess  to  shelves  between  the  small  library  and  provide  open  shelves  as  thus  described,  the 

the  large  library.    Many  of  the  f  o-CAUed  smaller  librarian  has  an  important  question  to  consider 
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in  the  issuing  of  shelf  permits.  Circumstances  The  issue  of  shelf  permits  for  the  fiction  de- 
must  necessarily  govern  each  case.  The  partment  other  than  to  those  already  mentioned, 
"  standard  "  and  "  select "  libraries  have  little  unless  under  stringent  restrictions,  probably 
trouble  with  the  question,  for  either  of  these  occasions  more  heart-burnings,  petty  jealousies, 
meet  the  wants  of  a  majority  of  those  who  and  criticism  of  the  powers  that  be  among  a 
apply  for  special  shelf  permits.  In  the  closed-  certain  class  of  literary  patrons  than  any  other 
shelf  library,  the  first  question  arising,  if  the  one  thing.  This  is  doubly  true  if  this  depart- 
stack  room  is  crowded,  will  be  as  to  the  number  ment  is  in  full  view  of  the  masses,  who  are,  per- 
of  people  to  be  admitted  to  given  departments  force,  kept  on  the  outside.  They  see  others 
at  one  time.  If  the  stacks  are  but  i8  inches  ''browsing"  here  and  there,  examining  the  books 
apart,  as  they  are  in  some  departments  of  this  at  their  leisure,  making  selections  after  a  per- 
library  at  this  time,  the  question  is  a  grave  one.  sonal  test  —  a  sampling,  as  it  were  —  while  they 
It  is  possible  to  issue  shelf  permits  under  these  themselves  must  select  by  title  and  number, 
circumstances — It  is  even  advisable  to  do  so.  To  and  take  what  may  happen  to  be  found  by  the 
all  teachers  in  the  schools  of  the  city  and  county,  desk  attendants  or  messengers.  An  attractive 
all  preachers,  club  program  committees,  club  title  in  the  catalog  is  often  the  most  interest- 
topic  leaders,  scholars,  and  special  students  in  ing  thing  about  a  book,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
any  line,  this  is  an  open-shelf  library  five  days  reader  after  he  has  read,  or  tried  to  read,  it. 
every  week.  Saturdays  it  is  not,  for  the  reason  The  public  is  realizing  this  more  and  more 
that  the  number  of  volumes  issued  on  this  day  every  day  ;  and  it  is  prone  to  resent,  and  justly, 
is  so  large,  comparatively,  that  it  taxes  the  re-  any  privilege  which  it  sees  extended  to  appar- 
sources  of  the  library  to  supply  them  promptly,  ent  favorites,  the  select  few.  Even  if  this  spe- 
and  nothing  is  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  cial  access  to  fiction  shelves  may  be  permitted 
giving  the  best  service  possible  at  the  delivery  without  those  accorded  the  privilege  being  seen, 
desk.  There  are  other  cases  in  which  it  is  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  not  known.  It  may 
found  desirable  to  grant  shelf  permits,  such  as  be  kept  a  secret  for  a  time,  but  before  one  real- 
the  urgent  business  man  looking  up  some  ques-  izes  it  the  issue  of  shelf  permits  is  generally 
tion  in  which  he  is  temporarily  interested,  the  known.  And  it  is,  above  all,  in  the  fiction  de- 
campaign  orator  who  wants  an  authority  quickly,  partment  that  the  best  results  may  be  antlci- 
and  instances  of  a  like  nature.  pated  from  the  open-shelf  system. 


THE    STANDARD   LIBRARY. 


By  William  E.  Foster,  Librarian  Providence  {R,  /.)  Public  Library, 


HTHE  three  fundamental  requisites  which  we 
kept  in  mind,  in  our  experiment  of  a  Stand* 
ard  Library  at  Providence,  have  been:  (i)  ideal 
quality,  (2)  inviting  aspect,  and  (3)  inspiring 
character.  The  shape  of  the  room,  long  and 
narrow  (41  x  12),  was  neither  a  makeshift,  nor  a 
survival,  nor  an  after-thought,  but  was  distinctly 
planned  from  the  beginning.  It  gives,  as  will 
be  readily  seen,  two  parallel  rows,  one  of  books 
and  one  of  seats.  Upon  the  wall  is  the  inscrip- 
tion: "The  books  invite  you  not  to  study,  but 
to  taste  and  read."  Anything  more  **  inviting  " 
than  the  whole  aspect  of  this  room  it  would  be 
hard  to  imagine.  The  capacity  of  the  room  is 
small,  but  so  will  always  be  a  collection  like 
this  —  of  nothing  but  the  best,  and  solely  in  the 
field  of  the  "  literature  of  power,"  rather  than 
the  "  literature  of  knowledge."    These  shelves 


will  hold  not  more  than  1200  volumes.  The 
number  of  volumes  actually  on  the  shelves  at 
present  is  only  970,  and  these  represent  98  dif- 
ferent authors  —  less  than  100. 

The  estimates  of  cost  or  value  show  a  total 
of  only  $1150.35  (or  but  little  more  than  $1  per 
volume,  that  is,  with  the  discount  deducted), 
indicating  conclusively  that  it  is  not  primarily 
nor  essentially  a  collection  of  "Editions  de 
luxe."  What  has  been  aimed  at  has  been  the 
best  of  the  editions  in  every  essential  particular, 
that  is,  the  best  as  literature,  not  necessarily 
the  best  as  technical  criticism.  Thus,  the  set 
of  Boswell's  Johnson  is  not  Dr.  George  Birk- 
beck  Mill's,  but  Augustine  Birrell's;  that  of 
Keats  not  the  Forman  edition,  but  the  little 
Golden  Treasury  volume.  Nor  is  the  Variorum 
Shakespeare    of    Dr.   Furness  here  included, 
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though  from  several  points  of  view  that  would  to  make  of  it.  In  many  instances  teachers  have 
be  regarded  as  the  best  edition.  On  the  con-  said  to  me  that  here  was  the  opportunity  that 
trary,  the  *' Temple  Shakespeare  "  is  included,  they  had  been  living  in  hope  of.  Now  that  it 
as  being  the  most  attractive  of  the  '*  one-play-  is  available  —  ready  to  their  hand  —  they  will 
a- volume  "  editions;  and  there  is  also,  side  by  more  and  more  send  or  bring  the  pupils,  in  order 
side  with  it,  the  Pickering  edition  in  eleven  that  they  may  familiarize  themselves  with  the 
volumes.  The  Spenser  here  included  is  not  the  best  that  there  is  in  literature.  Third,  the  man 
sumptuous  Muckley  edition,  but  the  Pickering  or  woman  who  buys  as  well  as  reads  booksa 
edition,  neat,  accurate,  and  dignified,  alike  I  need  not  say  that  here  is  one  phase  of  this 
faultless  in  its  typography  and  admirable  in  its  work  which  promises  rich  results  in  the  future, 
text.  The  considerations  which  have  been  We  have  strong  hopes  —  well-founded  hopes, 
taken  into  account  in  deciding  on  the  various  indeed  —  of  being  able  through  this  agency  to 
editions  are  treated  in  detail  in  the  Monthly  develop  private  book-buying.  It  is  a  habit  which, 
Bulletin  of  the  Providence  Public  Library  for  unfortunately,  has  fallen  into  a  certain  decline 
October,  1898,  and  are  as  follows:  Text  edition  throughout  the  country.  The  reason  is  plain. 
and  editor,  size,  type,  paper  and  ink,  and  bind-  The  public  has  more  and  more  drawn  apart  from 
ing.  The  text  must  be  had  in  its  integrity  if  pos-  an  atmosphere  of  the  best  books  and  taken  up 
sible.  In  the  case  of  non-English  authors,  t./.,  with  a  leading  atmosphere  which  represents  the 
those  in  some  other  language  than  English,  the  ephemeral  and  fragmentary.  It  cannot  be  called 
consideration  of  integrity  of  the  author's  text  a '*  literary  atmosphere."  There  is  many  a  man 
makes  it  essential  that  the  original  should  be  who  simply  does  not  know  and  appreciate  the 
placed  on  the  shelves  in  the  ideally  perfect  best  literature  because  he  has  not  been  brought 
text,  while  the  consideration  of  attractiveness  in  contact  with  it.  Let  him  be  brought  in  con- 
makes  it,  perhaps,  equally  essential  that  the  tact  with  it,  as  here,  and  it  will  make  its  appeal 
author  should  also  be  represented  in  the  best  to  him.  That  it  does  make  this  appeal  we  are 
available  English  translation.  And  yet  our  already  sure  of,  as  we  are  sure  that  this  experi- 
experience  has  been  that  a  far  greater  per-  ment  of  a  standard  library  is  getting  the  best 
centage  of  the  public  than  is  commonly  sup*  books  actually  read.  Nor  is  the  expectation  in 
posed  is  ready  to  realize  the  fact  that  in  the  regard  to  development  of  private  book-buy- 
original  alone  is  the  real  essence  of  the  ing  by  the  readers  an  imaginary  one.  For  years 
author's  work.  After  all,  who  can  reproduce  we  have  had  the  same  experience  with  our 
in  English  all  that  there  is  in  Theocritus,  or  in  readers,  in  a  smaller  way,  at  the  old  library.  A 
.Horace,  or  in  Montaigne?  reader  would  often  return  a  book,  saying  that 
And  this  leads  us  to  the  question.  Who  is  bene-  it  is  just  the  book  which  he  must  have  for  his 
fited  by  such  a  collection  of  books  ?  Three  classes  own,  and  asking  how  to  order  it.  Under  these 
of  readers  have  thus  far  been  chiefly  observed  new  conditions  this  tendency  will  at  once  be 
to  use  it.     First,  the  casual  visitor,  drawn  to  it  greatly  facilitated. 

at  first  by  curiosity,  and  returning  to  it  repeat-  I  have  mentioned  the  fact  that  in  our  case 

edly  through  stronger  and  stronger  interest  in  the  selection  of  books  is  confined  strictly  to  the 

it.     The  room  which  contains  this  collection  "literature  of  power,"  instead  of  extending  it 

fortunately  stands  next  to  the  lecture-room,  on  to  the  **  literature  of  knowledge."     I   do  not 

the  walls  of  which  there  is  at  all  times  an  ex.  need,  at  this  late  day,  to  quote  in  detail  from 

hibit  of  pictures  of  some  kind.     It  is  well  known  those  who  have  so  lucidly  given  expression  to 

that  pictures  draw  more  than  books;  but  if  these  this  distinction.     Dc  Quincey,  you  remember, 

books  will  draw  a  visitor  of  this  kind,   they  has  thus  stated  it:  "  There  is,  first,  the  litera- 

seem  likely  to  continue  to  draw  him.     Second,  ture  of  knowledge,  and,  second,  the  literature 

persons  of  all  ages  and  grades  of  advancement  of  power."     "The  function  of  the  first  is  to 

who  are  engaged  in  study,  from  a  grammar  teach;  the  function  of  the  second  is  to  move." 

school  pupil  to  the  graduate  student  in  college.  In  other  words,  the  object  of  the  first  is  infor- 

This  use  is  large,  but  I  pass  over  it  now  because  mation.   The  object  of  the  second  is  inspiration, 

it  is  necessarily  very  much  smaller  now  than  it  Surely,  information  is  good;  and  why  then 

is  destined  to  become  before  long,  with  the  have   we   not   provided  for  it  here?    For  one 

definite  development  which  teachers  stand  ready  reason,  we  have  not  done  so  at  the  present 
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time,  because  this  problem  is  by  no  means  so  for  this  library,  which  has  been  made  from  the 
simple  as  the  other.  In  the  literature  of  in-  *' literature  of  power."  I  have  spoken  of  these 
spiration,  the  matter  is  for  the  most  part  a  names  as  relatively  secure  of  their  position,  and 
settled  question.  Time,  with  its  unerring  fin-  in  general  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  beyond 
ger.  has  long  ere  this  decided  the  rank  of  nearly  question,  in  themselves,  though  a  wide  differ- 
every  author  admitted  into  this  select  company;  ence  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  their  relative 
and,  as  a  consequence,  no  sweeping  changes  claims  as  compared  with  each  other.  I  had, 
•are  likely  to  be  necessary  in  future.  In  the  however,  expected  a  much  wider  difiference  of 
literature  of  information,  on  the  other  hand,  opinion  in  regard  to  their  claims  than  has  ac- 
the  best  books  of  to-day  are  by  no  means  the  tually  been  developed.  I  had  thought  that  it 
best  books  of  to-morrow.  The  consequence  is  would  be  well  to  start  with  some  list  —  the  best 
that  such  a  collection  would  be  in  a  constant  list  available — as  a  basis,  and  then,  taking 
state  of  flux  and  reflux.  Nor  would  it  be  pos-  into  account  the  comments  and  criticisms  made 
sible  to  make  the  entries  of  the  best  books  on  that,  shape  it  into  such  modified  form  as 
under  certain  headings  without  awakening  might  be  required.  In  reality,  there  has  been 
serious  challenge.  To  take  an  instance  which  very  little  suggestion  of  change;  and  that  is 
I  have  already  cited  —  political  economy  —  the  perhaps  because  the  list  was  subjected  to  so 
Ideal  treatment  of  a  subject  like  this  varies  wide  a  range  of  criticism  and  suggestion,  be- 
very  much  according  as  it  is  the  work  of  Henry  fore  making  it  up. 

C.  Carey,William  G.Sumner,  or  Henry  George,  I  have  thus  reported  progress,  so  to  speak, 

and  the  adherents  of  either  one  of  the  three  on  this  new  feature  of  our  library  work,  during 

would  be  likely  to  consider  the  work  of  the  its  first  three  months.  To  gain  a  more  accurate 

other  two  as  merely  rubbish.  idea  of  it,  however,  you  should  ask  me  about 

A  word  in  regard  to  the  choice  of  authors  it  one  or  two  years  from  now. 


ACCESS  TO  A  SELECTED  LIBRARY :   THE  BUFFALO  PLAN. 

By  H.  L.  Elmendorf,  SuperiniefuUnt  Buffalo  (N.  Y,)  Public  Library, 

A  LMOST  every  plan  or  method  in  library  and  interesting  for  historic  purposes,  should  be 
affairs  is  the  resultant  of  the  meeting  of  misleading  rather  than  helpful  to  unskilled 
two  forces  which  tend  in  different  directions,  readers.  Besides  the  character  of  the  collec- 
this  resultant  taking  a  new  direction  from  that  tion  of  books,  the  beautiful  building  which 
of  either  original  force.  The  open  shelf  de-  held  It  had  to  be  taken  into  account.  The  con- 
partment  of  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  is  cer-  ventional  stack  existed,  so  arranged  as  to  afford 
tainly  an  instance  of  this  kind.  The  two  convenient  storage  for  a  large  number  of 
forces  which  met  were,  first,  the  ideal  in  the  books,  but  presenting  insuperable  difficulties  to 
mind  of  the  librarian,  and,  second,  the  preced-  the  admission  to  its  shelves  of  any  large  num- 
ing  and  existing  conditions  of  the  library,  ber  of  people  at  one  time.  The  character  of 
The  ideal  of  the  librarian  was  the  freest  possi-  both  the  books  and  the  building  thus  appar* 
ble  safe  access  of  the  public  to  the  books  it  was  ently  closed  the  door  to  the  Cleveland-Denver- 
taxed  to  buy,  the  justice  of  access  by  the  owner  Philadelphia  plan. 

to  his  own  property.  This  ideal  working  alone  A  feature  of  the  old  library  seemed  to  sug- 
with  an  entirely  new  library  might  have  pro-  gest  another  solution.  The  Buffalo  Library, 
duced  an  institution  which  would  have  given  always  a  proprietary  library,  reserved  the  home 
unrestricted  access  to  all  its  books,  but  the  sec-  use  of  its  books  to  members  of  the  association 
ond  factor  had  to  be  dealt  with.  The  Public  and  holders  of  a  thousand  free  school  tickets. 
Library  was  the  heir  of  the  great  Buffalo  Li-  a  clientage  amounting  in  all  to  about  4000  per- 
brary  with  its  collection  of  85,000  volumes,  the  sons.  The  Buffalo  Library  was,  beyond  this 
accumulation  of  60  years  of  growth.  It  is  a  perfectly  proper  restriction  as  to  home  use,  ex- 
matter  of  necessity  that  a  large  percentage  of  tremely  public-spirited,  and  allowed  any  well- 
these  85,000  volumes,  while  immensely  valuable  behaved    person    the    free    use   of   Its  books 
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within  the  building,  thus  malting  itself  a  and  another  for  books  on  topics  of  timely  Inter- 
strong  influence  in  the  life  of  the  city.  Partly  est.  The  room  serTes  as  the  main  reading- 
as  a  generous  concession  to  the  public,  but  room  of  the  library,  and  is  fitted  with  large 
more  especially  for  the  pleasure  of  its  mem-  tables  and  ordinary  library  chairs  for  the  ac- 
bers,  there  was  installed,  during  the  later  years  commodation  of  readers. 

of   the  old  library,  a  department  known    as  The  inventory,  completed  in  January  of  this 

the    "  Nook."      Here    were    placed,  as    they  year,  showed  616  volumes  missing.    This  cov- 

were  published,   one    copy  each   of    a    small  ers  the  losses  of  28  months,  a  money  value  of 

■election  of  the  best  and   most  attractive  of  about  |6oo,  while  we  figure  the  saving  in  sala- 

the  newest  books.    '  Books   in    the   '*  Nook  "  ries  of  assistants  for  the  same  period  at  $6,000. 

were   not    issued    for    home  use  to    anyone,  This  calculation  of  money  saved  is  made  by 

but    any    person    was   at    liberty    to    handle,  taking  the  salaries  of  the  number  of  assistants 

examine,   and    read    them.     The   experiment  it  requires  to  loan  an  equal  number  of  books 

proved  to  be  popular  and  helpful,  but,  for  lack  from  the  stack  and  deducting  the  salaries  of 

of  money  and  suitable  room,  the  collection  was  the    open    shelf    assistants,  thus  arriving    at 

always  small,  never  exceeding  100  volumes,  actual  and   not  estimated   figures.     Some    of 

Thus  the  "  Nook  "  gave  the  idea  of  free  access  these  books  may  have  been  misplaced,  but  the 

to  a  selected  library  for  use  in  the  building,  but  greater  number  were  undoubtedly  stolen,  most 

this  idea  was  immediately  modified  in  the  open  of  them,  we  think,  very  soon  after  the  opening 

shelf  department  to  free  access  to  a  selected  of  the  library,  before  we  had  established  cer- 

library  for  home  use.    The  transfer  of  some  tain  necessary  safeguards, 

departments  and  the  removal  of  several  parti-  The  system  has    passed    the   experimental 

tions  gave  space  which  could  be  converted  into  stage,  and  we  regard  it  as  an  assured  success, 

a  large,  beautiful  room  opening  directly  out  of  The  board  of  directors  would  as  soon  think  of 

the  circulating  department.     The  physical  dif-  closing  up  any  other  department  of  the  library 

ficulties  of  the  building  were  thus  overcome  as  this  one. 

and  the  resultant  of  the  open  shelf  department  The  manifest  advantages  of  the  system  are  : 
more  than  realized  the  librarian's  ideal,  because  ist.  The  great  pleasure  it  gives,  and  the  con- 
it  gave  access  to  as  many  of  the  books  as  the  sequent  popularity  and  increased  usefulness  and 
public  cared  to  handle  and  see,  without  the  influence  of  the  library. 

confusion  of  superseded  or  uninteresting  vol-  2d.  The  marked  improvement  in  the  charac- 
nmes.  ter  of  the  public  reading.  We  know  that  more 
The  changes  in  the  building  gave  a  room  than  half  of  the  books  taken  from  the  library 
84  X  38  feet,  well  lighted  and  with  wall  space  are  taken  from  a  collection  which  we  unre- 
for  shelving  to  hold  7700  volumes.  The  A.  L.  servedly  recommend  as  the  best  books ;  if  they 
A.  Library  of  5000  volumes  was  taken  as  the  are  fiction,  they  are  the  best  fiction  ;  If  science, 
basis  for  the  first  selection.  Many  modifica-  the  best  and  most  reliable  books  upon  the  sub- 
cations  and  changes  were,  of  course,  necessary  ject  of  which  we  know,  and  so  on  through  all 
to  bring  the  list  up  to  date  and  to  replace  super-  the  different  classes. 

teded  books.  The  open  shelf  library  when  We  know  of  no  way  of  recommending  a 
opened  numbered  about  12,000  volumes,  includ-  book  so  good  as  to  put  an  attractive  edition  of 
ing  duplicates.  The  shelves  were  comfortably  it  where  people  can  handle  and  examine  it 
filled  with  about  7000  volumes  at  the  opening,  for  themselves.  Great  care  is  taken  in  the 
the  remainder  being  held  in  reserve.  The  re-  matter  of  tti.e  editions  and  the  appearance  of 
serves  were  all  used  during  the  first  week,  and  the  books,  and  also  as  to  the  quality  of  their 
it  was  necessary  to  borrow  from  the  stack  to  illustrations.  To  be  popular  in  this  depart- 
supply  the  demand.  The  collection  has  been  ment,  a  book  must  be  attractive  as  well  as  inter- 
increased  until  it  now  numbers  20,500  volumes,  esting,  and  we  see  to  it  that  all  the  books  here 
representing  about  7000  titles.  These  books  are  are  good  editions,  clean  and  in  good  repair, 
duplicates  of  the  regular  collection  in  the  stack  The  collection  is  not  a  fixed  one,  but  the  list 
and  are  marked  with  red  stars  to  insure  their  is  constantly  being  added  to  and  revised, 
being  shelved  properly  when  returned  by  bor-  Books  which  do  not  prove  popular  are  retired 
rowers.    One  case  is  reserved  for  new  books,  and  others  substituted. 
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THE    DUTIES    AND    QUALIFICATIONS    OF    ASSISTANTS    IN   OPEN- 
SHELF  LIBRARIES. 

By  Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  Librarian  Brooklyn  (N.  V.)  Public  Library. 

HTHE  granting  of  a  privilege*  or  its  extension,  the   anaccustomed   user  mystified   by  the  ar- 

necessarily  brings  with  it  two  disadvan-  rangement  of  books,  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be 

tages  —  increased   responsibility   and    the   op-  told  him  by  signs  and  shelf  labels  ?  Theassist- 

portunity   for    abuse.     The    former  is   ftlt  by  ant  must  patiently  explain,  and  politely  listen 

those  to  whom  the  privilege  is  granted ;  the  lat-  to  his  denunciations  of  the  system  of  classifica- 

ter  by  its  grantors.    .    .   .    From  this  rule  the  tion;  for,  whatever  it  may  be,  its  vulnerable 

open-shelf  library  is  not  exempt.   .   .   .   If  it  is  points  will  be  sure  to  present  themselves  to  one 

to  do  its  work  properly,  it  must  acknowledge  who  is  making  its    acquaintance.    She  must 

the  disadvantages  of  its  course  and  seek  to  continually  chide  the  person  who  is  slipping  a 

minimize  them.  volume  of  biography  in  among  the  sociology, 

In  the  library  the  burden  of  palliating  the  and  must  explain  how  much   extra  labor  this 

evils  of  open  access  rests  directly  on  the  should-  means  for  the  overworked  library  force.     And 

ers  of  the  assistant  who  comes  into  direct  con-  as  these  efiforts  always  fall  short  of  perfect 

tact  with  the  public,  and  the  duties  of  assistants  achievement  she  must  at  least  once  a  day  go 

in  open-shelf  libraries  in  addition  to  those  that  over  the  portion  of  the  shelving  allotted  to  her, 

devolve  upon  those  of  libraries  in  general  are  and  see  that  the  books  are  arranged  in  the 

chiefly  connected  with  this  burden.  proper  order.     All  these  duties,  and  plenty  of 

To  repeat,  the  evils  of  an  open  system  of  dis-  others,  fall  under  the  head  of  aid  to  the  public, 
tribution  are  twofold.  On  the  side  of  the  pub-  But  at  the  same  time  the  assistant  must  safe- 
lie  there  is  increased  responsibility.  In  an  open-  guard  the  interests  of  the  library.  She  must 
shelf  library  the  onus  of  choice  falls  more  di-  see  that  in  the  necessary  handling  of  the  books 
rectly  on  the  users;  they  are  called  upon  to  dis-  there  is  no  unnecessary  roughness.  She  must 
criminate  between  actual  books  instead  of  cat-  watch  constantly  for  dishonesty  without  doing 
alog  entries  —  between  things  instead  of  their  so  obtrusively.  She  must  maintain  order  gently 
names.    The  books  are  arranged  in  a  somewhat  but  firmly. 

unfamiliar  order;  this  must  be  mastered  and  care  In  a  small  open-shelf  library  these  multifari- 
must  be  taken  that  it  is  not  disturbed  by  re-  ous  duties,  as  well  as  the  others  pertaining  to 
placing  them  wrongly.  These  are  but  a  few  the  work  of  the  library,  may  have  to  be  per- 
of  the  responsibilities  that  are  devolved  on  the  formed  by  one  person,  who  must  make  light- 
public  by  this  particular  extension  of  privilege,  ning  changes  from  charging  desk  to  shelves 
On  the  other  hand,  the  library  has  to  sufifer  in  and  then  to  mending-table  without  forgetting 
many  directions  from  failure  of  the  public  to  that  she  is  at  the  same  time  public  mentor  and 
live  up  to  the  measure  of  these  responsibilities  policeman.  In  larger  libraries  the  duties  will  of 
or  from  direct  abuse  of  its  increased  privileges,  course  be  divided.  Whether  this  shall  be  done 
The  books  are  carelessly  handled,  replaced  in  permanently  or  temporarily  is  a  matter  on 
confusion,  carried  away  by  mistake,  stolen.  which  there  may  be  difiference  of  opinion,  and 

The  new  duties  of  the  attendants,  therefore,  the  conclusion  may  vary  with  locality  and  other 

like  the  evils  they  are  designed  to  mitigate,  conditions,  but  in  general,  I  believe  that  the 

must  fall  into  two  classes  —  they  must  aid  the  best  plan  is  assignment  to  each  of  them  in  turn 

public  and  they  must  guard  the  library.    If  the  for  part  of  the  working  day.    Thus,  with  a 

user  of  the  library  does  not  know  what  he  wants  large  stafif,  where  there  may  be  a  somewhat 

the  assistant  must  know — more  than  this:  the  minute  sub-division,   that    part    of    the    staff 

assistant  must  divine  whether  the  user  knows  or  that  is  assigned  to  specifically  open-shelf  duty 

not  before  he  speaks,  for  an  offer  of  aid  where  may  consist  of  (i)  shelf  assistants,  who  go  over 

none  is  needed  is  by  no  means  appreciated.     Is  the  shelves  constantly  and  see  that  the  books 
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are  in  order,  (2).  information  clerks,  who  aid  with  closed  shelves.  This  does  not  accord  with 
the  users  in  making  selections,  and  (3)  assist-  my  experience.  Of  course,  we  may  neglect 
ants  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  maintain  order  the  duties  of  aiding  the  public  and  of  protect- 
and  prevent  dishonesty.  I  do  not  believe  that  ing  the  library  so  that  it  remains  simply  to 
this  division  of  duties  is  anywhere  in  actual  charge  and  discharge  the  books,  but  if  these 
employment.  It  Is  merely  suggested  here.  In  two  classes  of  floor  duty  be  properly  attended 
all  open-shelf  libraries  with  which  I  am  familiar  to  I  believe  that  an  open-shelf  library  requires 
certain  assistants  are  assigned  to  floor  duty,  a  larger  number  of  assistants  than  a  closed- 
which  is  a  combination  of  the  three  kinds  of  shelf  library  having  the  same  circulation.  But 
work  mentioned  above;  but  in  large  libraries,  the  open  shelf  has  become  a  necessity  and  we 
I  believe  that  specialization  after  some  such  should  be  glad  to  spend  whatever  is  necessary 
plan  would  be  an  advantage.  In  particular,  I  to  carry  it  on  in  the  best  possible  manner, 
feel  that  the  duty  of  safeguarding  the  library —  What  special  qualifications  should  be  pos- 
police  duties,  if  you  will — should  receive  a  sessed  by  an  open-shelf  assistant?  Open  ac- 
special  assignment.  The  ease  of  theft  in  the  cess  looked  at  from  the  standpoint  of  the  pub- 
open-shelf  system  is  its  one  vulnerable  point,  lie  is  the  admission  of  the  people  into  the 
It  has  been  ignored  too  much,  and  this  fact  has  library  proper  —  the  place  where  the  books  are. 
been  made  the  most  of  by  some  recent  oppo-  From  the  librarian's  point  of  view  it  is,  or 
nents  of  the  system.  We  must  acknowledge  should  be,  the  unchaining  of  the  assistant  and 
that  there  is  increased  theft  from  open  shelves,  the  sending  her  forth  into  the  place  where  the 
but  instead  of  calmly  regarding  it  as  a  law  of  people  are.  From  both  points  of  view  the  con- 
nature,  thus  encouraging  the  public  to  look  at  tact  between  librarians  and  public  must  be- 
it  as  a  venial  offence,  we  should  strain  every  come  closer;  and  the  assistant's  qualifications 
nerve  to  minimize  it,  even  if  we  can  not  do  should  be  such  as  to  promote  this  result.  All 
away  with  it  altogether.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  those  qualities  that  are  necessary  to  pleasant 
can  be  done  only  by  special  watchfulness,  relations  with  the  users  of  the  library  at  the 
Whatever  is  necessary  to  prevent  or  detect  desk  of  a  closed-shelf  library  she  must  possess 
theft  should  be  done.  If  it  can  not  be  ac-  in  an  enhanced  degree  —  patience,  agreeable 
complished  without  having  a  corps  of  special  manners,  good  humor,  a  fund  of  general 
detectives  scattered  over  the  library,  then  such  knowledge,  the  ability  to  think  quickly  and  an- 
a  corps  should  be  employed,  even  if  they  cost  swer  directly,  a  watchful  eye,  and,  when  neces- 
the  library  ten  times  the  value  of  the  books  sity  arises,  the  mien  and  action  of  one  in  au- 
stolen.  There  is  more  at  stake  in  this  matter  thority.  Whether  a  person  possesses  these 
than  the  money  value  of  a  few  volumes.  We  qualifications  or  not  can  be  told  only  by  trial ; 
do  not  refuse  to  police  our  parks  properly  be-  they  can  be  guaranteed  neither  by  college  di- 
cause  the  value,  as  hay,  of  the  grass  trampled  ploma,  library  school  certificate,  or  personal 
under  foot  in  one  season  does  not  equal  the  recommendation.  Some  form  of  apprentice- 
salary  of  a  single  policeman.  My  warrant  for  ship  is  probably  the  best  method  of  sorting  the 
the  introduction  here  of  this  question  of  theft  wheat  from  the  chafif,  but  to  start  off  with, 
from  open  shelves  is  that  I  believe  that  the  po-  every  applicant  should  have  at  least  sound 
lice  function  of  public  library  assistants  has  not  health,  education,  and  good  breeding, 
been  sufficiently  emphasized,  and  is  not  suf-  To  sum  up,  the  open  shelf  question  is  but 
fictently  realized  by  the  assistants  themselves,  one  manifestation  of  a  movement  that  has  af- 
It  will  be  seen  that  when  the  shelves  of  a  fected  all  kinds  of  economic  distribution,  and 
library  are  opened  to  the  public  the  duties  of  that  has  resulted  in  a  closer  connection  be- 
the  assistants  in  certain  directions  are  very  tween  the  agents  of  distribution  and  the  public. 
much  increased.  In  other  directions  they  The  modifications  of  duties  and  qualifications  in 
are  decreased.  For  instance,  there  is  no  the  agents  have  been  those  naturally  conse- 
longer  any  running  to  and  fro  between  book-  quent  on  this  closer  relation,  and  include,  first, 
stack  and  user.  It  is  a  general  impression  that  greater  readiness  and  ability  to  aid  the  public 
this  decrease  in  work  so  far  exceeds  any  in-  in  selection,  and.  second,  greater  watchfulness 
crease  that  there  may  be,  that  an  open-shelf  in  guarding  against  possible  abuse  of  increased 
library  may  be  operated  at  less  expense  than  privileges. 
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THE  TRUSTEE. 
By  Thomas  L.  Montgomery.   Truster  Free  Library  0/  Philadelphia, 

TT  is  an  awkward  matter  for  a  librarian  to  be  some  reason   for  it.     No  doubt  there  are 

speak  about  trustees,  for  any  criticism  that  ignorant  men  who  have  been  chosen  for  posi- 

he  may  make  may  be  considered  as  an  experi'  tions  on  library  boards  who  have  considerably 

ence  with  his  own  board.,    It  is  probably  due  inconvenienced  the  perfectionist  librarian,  and 

to  this  that  each  person  who  speaks  on  trustees  yet  what  would  be  the  lot  of  the  librarian  who 

announces  that  there  is  no  literature  on  the  had  not  such  a  member  in  his  board?    How  else 

subject.    After  all,  there  is  very  little  to  say.  could  he  account  for  the  failures  of  experiments 

The  genus  is  divided  into  two  species,  (i)  good  which  he  knew  had  been  successful  elsewhere, 

and  (2)  bad,  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  hybrids,  because  he  had  seen  it  in  the  Library  Journal ! 

Lucky  is  the   librarian  who  has  chosen  as  his  How  else  could  he  dilate  upon  the  results  that 

basis  of  operations  the  habitat  of  the  former.  would  have  followed  had  he  been  allowed  to  do 

I  had  been  a  trustee  for  some  years  before  I  as  he  wished  unopposed  at  some  clearly  marked 

looked  up  a  definition  of  the  term.      Here  it  is:  date  in  his  library  experience? 
"  A  person  to  whom  property  or   funds   have        Granting  that  bad  selections  are  often  made 

been  committed  in  the  belief  and  trust  that  he  will  for  such   positions  I  cannot  but  consider  it  a 

hold  and  apply  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  those  weakness  in  a  librarian  to  say  that  his  work  has 

who  are  entitled,  according  to  an  expressed  in-  been  minimized  by  his  board  of  trustees.    If  he 

tention,  either  by  the  parties  themselves  or  by  is  sure  of   his  ground  and  expresses  himself 

the  deed,  will,  settlement  or  arrangement  of  clearly  to  his  board  and  the  board  has  confi- 

another;  also  by  extension  a  person  held  ac-  dence  in  him,  I  do  not  think  that  the  work  would 

countable  as  if  he  were  expressly  a  trustee  in  be   kept  back  for  any  length  of  time.     But  let 

law."  us  suppose  that  there  are  several  men  in  the 

This  is  very  much  worse  than  I  supposed.     I  board  who  are  opposed  to  the  librarian  on  al- 

had  previously  asked  Mr.  Thomson,  our  libra-  most  every  point.    Is  not  this  fact  sure  to  bring 

rian,  for  his  definition  and  he  had  described  a  out  the  very  best  qualities  in  him  ?    Will  he  not 

trustee  as  a   necessary  evil  acting   upon   the  present  his  case  much  more  rigorously  under 

librarian  as  a  counter-irritant.  '  opposition  and  will  not  the   result   be  better 

Some  years  ago  an  article  appeared  in  the  worth  attaining  after  an  honest  opposition  has 

A^tf^f^fv  in  which  the  suggestion  was  made  that  been  overcome?     I  am  not  now,   of  course, 

*'Now  that  library  schools  were  an  accomplished  speaking    of   those  cases   where  politics  are 

fact  it  might  be  worth  while  to  have  a  school  brought  into  the  considerations  of  the  board 

for  trustees  as  well  as  for  librarians  and  their  and  the  librarian  is  tormented  by  those  of  other 

assistants.      The  ignorance  of  trustees  about  parties ;  but  of  boards  composed  of  a  mixed 

library  matters  is  necessarily  great.    When  ap.  gathering  of  lawyers,  physicians,  members  of 

pointed  they  generally  know  nothing  of  library  the  city  government,  those  who  have  served  on 

management  and  sometimes  very  little  of  liter-  the  governing  committees  of  organizations  long- 

ature,  and  yet,  because  they  have  been  elected  since-justly-defunct,  and  members  of  the  com- 

by  a  town  meeting,  they  feel  themselves  quali-  munity  who  are   included  because  they  once 

fied  to  decide  everything.      If  they  are  wise  wrote  something  or  are  possessed  of  a  large 

enough  to  secure  a  competent  librarian  and  let  library  which  the  board  looks  at  with  covetous 

him  run  the  library  under  criticism,  not  as  to  eyes.     The  first  meetings  of  a  board  of  this 

details,  but  as  to  results,  perhaps  the  less  they  nature  are  apt  to  produce  something  resembling 

know  the  better,  for  sometimes  a  little  know-  nervous  prostration  on  the  part  of  the  librarian, 

ledge  in  a  trustee  is  a  dangerous  thing.'*  especially  if  he  is  asked  to  act  as  secretary 

This  statement  probably  coincides  with  that  ex  officio.    This,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  most 

of  most  professional  librarians  and  there  must  bcrious  mistakes  that  a  librarian  can  make.     In 
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his  care  to  get  his  minutes  correct  he  misses 
many  opportunities  of  making  the  proper  sug- 
gestion at  the  proper  time.  But  the  reason  that 
he  is  troubled  by  the  elements  around  him  is 
that  he  is  not  the  administrator^that  he  thinks 
he  is,  and  has  not  shown  the  qualities  that  he 
would  have  to  possess  to  be  successful  in  any  of 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life.  He  may  in  time 
improve  in  these  respects  by  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  common  sense  and  may  unite  the 
warring  elements.  He  will  do  this  quite  as 
often  by  not  pressing  the  members  of  the  board 
for  an  immediate  decision  as  by  any  other 
course.  If  he  is  sure  in  his  own  mind  that  his 
suggestion  is  sound  it  will  not  be  hurt  by  being 
laid  over  for  another  meeting  until  it  has  had 
time  to  percolate  into  the  mind  of  the  slow 
member,  during  which  period  the  member  who 
has  made  an  impetuous  speech  against  it  may 
have  cooled  down. 

Some  years  ago  a  report  was  made  to  this 
organization  concerning  meetings  of  library 
boards,  the  extremes  being  one  board  of  two 
members,  representing  a  fairly  large  library, 
which  met  twice  a  year  to  pass  a  vote  of  confi- 
dence in  the  librarian,  and  another  a  board  of 
30  women,  representing  a  library  whose  total 
receipts  were  $300  a  year,  which  met  once  a 
week.  Personally,  I  believe  in  frequent  meet- 
ings of  trustees,  in  order  that  they  may  be  sat- 
isfied that  good  business  methods  prevail,  and 
that  the  institution  is  living  up  to  its  charter 
and  deed  of  trust.  The  danger  in  too  many 
meetings  is,  of  course,  the  entering  into  details 
which  are  more  properly  the  duty  of  the  libra- 
rian and  his  assistants.  These,  however,  sel- 
dom result  seriously,  except  in  cases  where  the 
librarian  has  overburdened  himself  with  de- 
tailed work,  or  has  not  provided  himself  with 
competent  assistants,  in  which  cases  the  board  is 
justified  in  taking  the  matter  up.  To  avoid 
meetings  of  the  board  or  to  use  influence  for 
the  lessening  of  the  number  of  meetings  is  an 
expression  of  weakness  on  the  part  of  the  libra- 
rian. 

In  a  very  interesting  paper  by  Mr.  Soule  on 
the  trustees  of  free  public  libraries,  small  boards 
were  advocated,  but  in  this  I  cannot  agree  with 
him.  The  library  of  any  town  needs  all  the  in- 
fluence that  can  be  brought  to  bear  in  its  be- 
half. The  choosing  of  a  certain  number  of 
men  representing  large  business  interests  who 
cannotj  by  reason  of  the  Incessant  calls  made 


upon  their  time  be  regular  attendants  at  meet- 
ing is,  in  my  opinion,  wise.  The  working  com- 
mittee, generally  called  the  library  committee, 
might  better  be  composed  of  men  who  know 
something  of  library  matters,  and  have  some 
time  to  devote  to  them,  who  can  act  as  the  li- 
brarian's advisory  board.  This  committee  can 
have  power  to  expend  moneys  within  the  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  board,  and  thus  elim- 
inate from  the  board  meetings  much  that  is  not 
interesting  to  those  not  familiar  with  the  de- 
tailed work.  It  is  well  f  jr  the  library  to  have 
those  who  can  be  called  upon  to  say  a  word  in 
its  favor  when  a  single  word  from  such  a  per- 
son can  accomplish  more  than  months  of  hard 
labor  on  the  part  of  one  or  more  energetically 
disposed,  but  not  carrying  the  same  weight  in- 
the  community. 

Coming  from  a  conservative  city,  I  naturally 
object  to  the  very  modern  conclusions  of  Mr. 
Soule  that  trustees  should  only  be  appointed 
for  a  stated  term  of  years.  Such  a  course 
may  result  in  the  prevention  of  stagnation,  as 
he  says.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to 
any  library  adopting  the  rule,  provided  that  it 
is  not  the  library  in  which  I  am  interested, 
While  it  is  best  that  the  librarian  should  be 
in  attendance  at  most  meetings  of  the  board 
and  that  the  board  should  act  in  the  capacity  of 
adviser,  or  even  take  the  initiative  in  certain 
parts  of  the  work  in  which  it  finds  the  librarian 
deficient,  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  wise  for  him 
to  be  present  at  all  the  board  meetings.  The 
trustees  are  legally  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  institution,  and  the  limitations  of  any  in- 
dividual in  the  position  of  a  librarian  must  be 
recognised  even  by  the  profession.  The  more 
capable  the  librarian  the  less  he  need  fear  any 
action  of  the  board  in  his  absence.  It  certainly 
would  be  more  courteous  for  the  librarian  to  re- 
tire at  certain  times  when  his  opinion  as  an  ex- 
pert is  not  needed. 

Personally  speaking,  I  am  a  trustee  in  order 
to  help  the  librarian  in  every  way  in  my  power 
—  not  because  it  is  a  duty,  for  that  might  be 
done  perfunctorily,  but  because  it  is  a  pleasure, 
and  as  such  it  is  to  be  taken  seriously. 

As  a  librarian  I  am  thoroughly  opposed  to 
the  spasmodic  attendance  of  trustees  at  the  A. 
L.  A.  conferences.  If  they  wish  to  study  the 
subject  thoroughly  and  attend  the  meetings 
regularly,  well  and  good,  otherwise  attendance 
will  generally  result  in  pernicious  activity. 
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THE  CARE  OF  SERIAL  PUBLICATIONS 

By  James  T.  Gerould,  Columbia  University  Library, 

n^^HERE  seems  to  be  no  uniformity  of  prac-  and   date   when   volume  was  sent  to  binder, 

tice  regarding  the  care  of  serial  publica-  Such  a  record  answers  at  a  glance,  practically, 

tions  in  its  relation  to  the  general  administra-  every  question  likely  to  be  asked  regarding  the 

tion  of  the  library.     In  some  libraries  a  special  publication  or  the  receipt  of  any  periodical  on 

department  has  been  created ;  in  others  they  are  the  list. 

in  the  charge  of  the  order  clerk,  the  loan  clerk,  Subscriptions  should  be,  wherever  possible, 

or  the  assistant  in  charge  of  the  reading-room,  conterminous  with  the  fiscal  year  and  should 

In  the  small  library  they  must,  of  course,  be  be  paid  as  soon  as  possible  after  its  opening, 

cared  for  by  some  one  who  has  other  duties,  Supplemental  bills,  covering  periodicals  which 

but  in  any  library   of  over  100,000   volumes  appear  at  irregular  intervals,  single  parts,  etc., 

there  is,  it  seems  to  me,  enough  detail  in  the  may  be  rendered  monthly, 

proper  supervision  of  these  publications  to  oc-  Aside  from  the  ledger  account  kept  on  the 

cupy  the  entire  time  of  one  person.     Such  of-  record  card,  the  bills  should  be  entered  in  de- 

ficer  should  be  made  entirely  responsible  for  tail  in  the  fund  book,  for  which  a  suggested 

the  purchase,  receipt,  and  care  of  all  serials,  ruling  is:     Agent,  Date  of  bill.  Title,  Date  of 

He  should  see  to  it  that  those  obtained  by  gift  expiration  of  subscription.  Price, 

are  received  regularly,  and  that  sets  are  made  Where  space  will  permit,  the  best  case  for  the 

complete,  and  finally  he  should  be  prepared  to  display  and  preservation  of  unbound  periodicals 

do  reference  work  and  prepare  reading  lists  on  seems  to  me  to  be   one  having  a  top  with  a 

current  events.  double  slope,  where  the  current  numbers  can  be 

Wherever  possible,  periodicals  should  be  or-  arranged,  and  having  a  series  of  drawers  be- 
dered  through  some  agent  of  recognized  stand-  low  for  the  reception  of  unbound  numbers.  If 
ing.  Better  terms  can  be  made,  and  better  ser-  floor  space  is  more  limited,  cases  of  drawers 
vice,  particularly  in  the  case  of  foreign  pe-  can  be  arranged  about  the  walls  of  the  room 
riodicals.  can  be  had  in  this  way.  Domestic  and  current  numbers  of  the  more  generally  used 
publications  should  be  sent  by  mail  direct  to  the  periodicals  only  displayed  on  tables, 
library.  Foreign  publications,  except  in  the  At  Columbia  we  have  tried  the  plan  of  dis- 
ease of  a  few  weeklies  like  the  Spectator,  ributing  the  current  numbers  of  periodicals  of 
should,  however,  be  collected  by  the  agent  at  a  special  nature  to  the  departmental  library 
various  centers  in  Europe,  shipped  by  freight  most  likely  to  use  them.  We  have  determined 
to  his  American  office,  and  sent  to  the  library  recently,  however,  that,  as  soon  as  a  room  of 
in  weekly  packages.  The  delay,  which  ought  sufficient  size  is  available,  all  the  periodicals, 
not  to  be  greater  than  a  week,  is  more  than  ^ith  possibly  a  few  exceptions,  are  to  be 
counterbalanced  by  the  facts  that  the  periodi-  brought  together  again.  It  is  quite  possible 
cals  arrive  in  better  condition  and  that  fewer  that  the  present  system  renders  the  use  of  the 
are  lost  in  transit.  periodicals  more  intensive,  but  it  has  resulted 

The  record  of  receipt  should  be  kept  on  cards,  in  absolutely  preventing  a  certain  very  valuable 

11x6^  being  a  convenient    size.     The    card  extensive  use. 

should  show,  aside  from  the  title  and  date  of  Every  library  has  in  addition  to  the  serial 
receipt  of  each  number,  the  call  number  and  publications,  which  properly  belong  in  the  read- 
state  of  completeness  of  the  library  set,  fre-  ing-room  for  periodicals,  a  large  amount  of  un- 
quency.  and  in  case  of  weeklies,  day  of  issue,  bound  reports,  bulletins,  and  other  publications 
number  of  issues  per  volume,  and  of  volumes  of  societies  or  of  governmental  offices  which, 
per  year,  address  of  publisher,  name  of  agent  unless  properly  indexed,  are  a  source  of  con- 
through  whom  ordered,  regular  price,  date  of  g^ant  annoyance.  I  have  found  that  a  very 
bill,  date  of  expiration  of  subscription,  cost,  satisfactory  method  of  handling  these  is  to  tie 
where  the  title-page  and  index  are  to  bt  found,  them  up  in  packages,  each  title  by  itwlf,  and 
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classify  according  to  the  regular  system.  These 
packages  can  be  arranged  on  shelves  in  any 
unused  corner  of  the  library.  A  rough  work- 
ing card  catalog,  for  the  use  of  the  assistant  in 
charge,  is  placed  near  them,  in  which  is  in- 
dicated the  call  number,  title,  and  serial  num- 
bers of  the  periodical  indexed.  In  the  lower 
left-hand  corner,  we  record  what  part,  if  any,  of 
the  serial  is  bound  and  on  the  regular  shelves. 
When  a  volume  is  made  up  for  binding  a  line 
is  drawn  through  the  numbers  included  and 
the  figure  in  the  lower  corner  is  changed. 

In  addition  to  this  catalog,  the  unbound  parts 
are  indexed  in  the  main  catalog  on  a  printed 
card  which  follows  the  main  entry,  if  there  be 
one,  and  which  reads,  following  the  title: 
"The  library  has  the  following  unbound  parts 
of  this  periodical  which  may  be  obtained  by  ap- 
plying at  the  loan  desk.*'  Entries  on  this  card 
are  made  in  pencil,  so  that  when  a  volume  is 
bound  the  cataloger  simply  transfers  the  num- 
ber from  the  supplementary  to  the  main  card. 

As  a  method  of  keeping  sets  of  the  annual 
volumes  of  municipal,  state,  and  other  bodies, 
up  to  date,  a  rough  card  catalog  may  be  kept 
indicating  simply  title  and  serial  number.  As 
volumes  come  in,  their  number  is  added  to  the 


card  and  the  card  itself  transferred  to  a  second 
drawer.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  cards  re- 
maining in  the  first  drawer  can  be  taken  out  and 
the  missing  volumes  written  for.  For  this  pur- 
pose I  have  a  blank  form,  but  I  am  inclined  to 
believe,  however,  that  it  is  better  economy  to 
write  a  personal  letter. 

No  definite  rule  can  be  established  regarding 
the  circulation  of  unbound  material.  It  is  a 
question  that  each  library  must  answer  for  it- 
self. 

The  following  rules  are  those  in  force  at 
Columbia: 

"  Except  by  special  permission  from  the  li- 
brarian, no  monthly  periodical  shall  be  with- 
drawn from  the  periodical  room  within  two 
weeks  after  its  receipt;  and  no  weekly  periodi- 
cal until  the  next  number  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived. After  the  time  specified  above,  peri- 
odicals may  be  withdrawn  for  a  limited  time  on 
application  to  the  supervisor  of  the  department. 

'*  The  monthly  periodicals  known  as  standard 
or  popular  may  not  be  withdrawn  from  the 
periodical  room  until  the  receipt  of  each  suc- 
ceeding number. 

"No  periodical  may  be  withdrawn  at  any 
time  for  more  than  one  week." 


THE  COLLEGE  LIBRARY  VS.  THE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY. 

By  Isabel  Ely  Lord,  Librarian  Bryn  Mawr  College, 


TN  these  comparatively  early  days  of  the  dif-  of  a  country,  and  in  our  own  the  immense  tract 

^  ferentiation  between  the  college  and    the  over  which   our  population   is  scattered    has 

university  it  is  hard  to  find  definitions  of  the  made  impossible  the  gathering  into  a  few  great 

t^o  institutions  on  which  all  students  of  educa-  centers  the  work  of  the  university,  including 

tion  would  agree.     It  is  but  too  well  known  within  itself  the  work  of  the  college.     We  have 

that  dozens  of  American  colleges  of  no  high  multiplied  the  numbers  of  the  lesser  institution 

rank  call  themselves  universities,  while  a  few  far  beyond  those  of  the  greater  without  having 

that  carry  on  what  is  ordinarily  considered  uni-  drawn  the  line  between  the  two  with  any  dis- 

versity  work  are  still  officially  known  as  col-  tinctness. 

leges.     We    must,   however,  find    a   working        Let  us  begin  with  the  broad  statement  that 

definition  of  the  distinction  between  the  insti-  the  college  is  the  preparation  for  the  university, 

tutions  if  we  are  to  consider  the  question  of  the  It  is  also,  assuredly,  a  preparation  for  life,  and 

di£Ference  in  their  libraries.  the  great  work  of  the   modern  college  is  to 

This  distinction  cannot  be  made  for  America  make  men  and  women,  not  to  make  scholars, 

by  reference  to  history  or  to  other  countries.  There  are,  however,  but  two  means  contribut- 

Tbe  college  is  not  the  German  gymnasium  or  Ing  to  this  end,  with  one  of  which  —  the  com- 

the  French  lycie^  nor  yet  is  it  the  same  as  the  munity  life — we  are  not  dealing  except  in  the 

English  college.    Geographic  conditions  are  no  most  indirect  way  in  considering  our  subject, 

small  factor  in  deciding  the  educational  system  while  the  other  —  the  academic  work  —  must 
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be  carried    on  for  its   own  sake,  not  subor-  in  bat  one  subject  or  group  of  subjects.    That 

dinated  to  what  are  commonly  called  practical  of  Bologna,  for  example,  taught  only  law,  that 

considerations,  if  it  is  to  accomplish  its  end.  of  Paris  only  theology.     In  the  United  States 

We  are,  therefore,  not  losing  sight  of  the  broad  to-day  Clark   University  confines  itself  to  in- 

aim  of  the  college  when  we  say  that  it  is  the  struction    in   five  closely    allied    branches    of 

preparation  for  the  university.  science.     If  you  remember  the  original  mean- 

The  college  gives,  then,  the  liberal  culture  ing  of  the  word  under  discussion,  it  is  easy  to 

whose  sign  manual  is  the  degree  of  Bachelor  deny  the  right  to  use  it  to  an  institution  which 

of  Arts.     It  prepares  each  of  its  students,  by  gives  nothing  of  the  "general  studies,"  nothing 

giving   him  a  broad   general  education,  and,  of  the  broad  lines  of  scholarly  work.     No  insti- 

what  is  much  more  important,  by  teaching  him  tution  can  teach  "all  that  is  knowable,*'  but 

how  to  think  and  work  for  himself  —  it  prepares  surely  it  wins  the  right  to  call  itself  a  university 

each  of  its  students,  I  repeat,  for  any  special  when  it  enables  its  students  to  pursue  research 

work  which  he  may  wish  to  take  up  in  the  fu-  work  in  the  broad  field  of  pure  scholarship.     It 

ture.     If  he  decides  to  carry  on   such  work  may  add  to  the  departments  thus  created  any 

under  academic  guidance  he  must  go  to  the  number  of  technical  and  professional  schools, 

university,  or  to  an  institution  doing  univer-  but  if  it  omits  the  scholarly  side  it  becomes  only 

sity   work.     The   university  of  to-day  almost  a  group  of  such  schools,  not  the  true  univer- 

invariably  includes  a  college,  but  theoretically  sity.  The  work  done  by  such  a  school  or  schools 

it  need  give  no  undergraduate  work  whatever  is  university  work,  in  the  sense  that  it  is  special 

to  justify  its  existence.   A  college,  on  the  other  work  for  which  the  college  training  is  the  nce- 

hand,  remains  a  college,  even  though,  as  occa-  essary  preparation,  but  this  last  is  not  enough 

slonally  occurs,  it  gives  the  beginning  of  origi-  to  create  a  university.     The  Massachusetts  In- 

nal  work  —  of  the  production  of  knowledge  as  stitute  of  Technology  is  an  excellent  example  of 

against  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  —  of  the  such  a  special  school  which  is  rightly  named, 

four  college  years.     But  if  it  gives  enough  of  It   is   not  necessary,  however,   to    settle    the 

such  work  to  enable  its  students  to  take  any  claims  of  such  schools  here.     They  are  not  to 

one  of  the   higher  degrees,  whether  that  of  be  considered  as  universities  in  a  discussion  of 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  or  any  special  degree  the  scope  of  a  university  library.  They  are  spe- 

which  implies  three  years  work  after  the  B.A.,  cial  schools  with  special  libraries,  and  I   shall 

it  is  then  in  reality  doing  university  work.  not  again  refer  to  them. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  there  are  only  two  insti-  It  is  obvious  that  the  giving  of  the  beginnings 
tutions  in  the  United  States  —  excluding  the  of  graduate  work  in  no  sense  changes  the  type 
women's  colleges  affiliated  to  universities  and  of  the  college.  It  is  undoubtedly  inadvisable 
not  themselves  granting  degrees — which, while  for  the  small  institution  to  give  any  except 
doing  graduate  work  of  sufficient  importance  to  under  press  of  circumstance,  but  the  unimpor- 
win  them  membership  in  the  Federation  of  tant  amount  of  work  that  can  be  done  does  not 
Graduate  Clubs,  still  call  themselves  colleges,  affect  the  type  of  the  institution.  The  college 
These  are  Wellesley  and  Bryn  Mawr.  Per-  must  equip  any  one  of  its  students  with  the  out- 
haps  the  fact  that  the  higher  education  of  wom-  fit  of  the  scholar,  by  giving  him  a  thorough 
en  has  been  advocated  and  directed  by  the  training  in  the  humanities.  Its  work  stops  with 
newer  type  of  educator  explains  their  modesty  the  broad  general  culture,  but  if  by  chance  cir- 
of  title  as  a  protest  against  the  pretentiousness  cumstances  force  it  a  little  farther  with  a  few 
of  the  self-styled  universities  of  high  school  students,  it  does  not  therefore  change  the  sum 
rank.  At  least,  if  my  distinction  is  the  true  total  of  its  work  and  create  for  us  a  third  type 
one,  Bryn  Mawr,  with  a  high  standard  and  a  of  institution.  We  have,  then,  but  two  —  the 
graduate  school  which  in  1898-99  made  up  college  and  the  university, 
one-sixth  of  its  student  body,  is  a  university,  The  tool  of  the  university  or  college  is  the 
though  a  limited  one.  library;  this  must,  therefore,  differ  with  differ- 
This  brings  up  the  questions  of  those  institu-  ing  work.  What  shall  the  university  library 
tions  giving  graduate  work  in  one  or  two  spe-  be  ?  With  ample  endowment  and  proper  hous- 
cial  departments.  Several  of  the  great  Euro-  ing  how  shall  it  develop?  Theoretically  the 
pean  universities  at  one  time  gave  instruction  ideal  university  library  is  the  complete  library; 
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practically  the  complete  library  cannot  exist,  versity,   although   it  does   not  do    university 

unless   by  some  mighty  co-operation    of    the  work. 

golden  future  one  such  should  be  made  possible.  Let  us  consider  for  a  moment  the  methods  of 

Since  it  cannot  even  aim  at  completeness,  then,  building  up  such  a  library,  and  just  what  is  in- 

what  shall  the  uniyersity  library  do  ?    Shall  it  volved.    Two  things  must  be  kept  carefully  in 

struggle  along  in  an  endeavor  to  be  as  near  mind  —  inclusion  and  exclusion.     The  latter  is 

complete  in  every  direction  as  its  limitations  much  the  more  difficult  problem.     It  requires 

will  allow  ?    In  the  day  of  co-operation  we  can-  at  times  a  heroism  that  only  a  librarian  can  ap- 

not  consent  to  such  a  waste.     The  university  li-  preciate;  it  requires  prayer  and  fasting  to  make 

braries  of  the  future  will,  besides  providing  the  it  judicious  and  complete.     But  the  former  is 

efficient  all-round    working  collection,  choose  first  in  order  of  time. 

each  for  itself  some  special  line  or  lines  on  What  shall  a  college  library  include  ?  First, 
which  to  develop  as  fine  and  complete  a  col-  then,  the  ordinary  standard  reference  library  of 
lection  as  possible,  We  shall  know  one  great  books  and  periodicals  with  which  the  university 
university  for  its  library  in  Semitics,  let  us  say;  and  the  public  library  also  begin.  Next,  a  col- 
another  will  constantly  extend  its  famous  col-  lection  of  high-grade  text  books  and  books  of 
lection  on  commercial  geography.  When  a  rare  special  reference  in  all  departments.  Here, 
or  an  obscure  book  in  any  line  is  desired,  the  too,  we  find  no  difference  from  the  university, 
librarian  will  know  where  to  send  for  it;  the  Next,  sets  of  the  most  scholarly  and  most  widely 
university  library  which  has  expended  some  of  used  of  the  periodicals  in  every  branch  of  the 
its  energy  and  resources  in  getting  the  book  college  work.  These,  too,  of  course,  the  uni- 
will  share  it  with  any  special  student  who  versity  has,  but  it  adds  to  them  the  minor,  the 
needs  it.  I  feel  apologetic  in  stating  thus  in  a  obscure,  the  old,  and  the  very  technical  periodi- 
brief  and  crude  way  what  has  been  set  forth  so  cals,  endeavoring,  in  the  lines  of  its  special  work, 
clearly  and  convincingly  in  the  paper  read  by  to  have  a  complete  periodical  file.  This,  in  my 
Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson  before  the  Pennsylvania  opinion,  it  would  be  folly  for  the  college  to  do 
Library  Club  in  January  1899.  It  was  neces-  in  any  department.  If,  from  time  to  time,  it 
sary  for  me,  however,  to  restate,  although  in-  needs  for  consultation  a  volume  from  such  a 
adequately,  these  propositions  in  order  that  I  file,  that  volume  may  be  borrowed  from  the 
might  ask  the  question  which  is  the  main  one  nearest  university  possessing  it.  As  a  perti- 
of  this  paper.  Shall,  then,  the  college  library  nent  aside,  let  me  add  here  that,  even  if  the  col- 
be  planned  on  the  same  basis  as  that  of  the  lege  should  be  forced  to  pay  in  expenses  of 
university?  Shall  it  spend  its  modest  resources,  carriage  as  much  as  the  volume  would  cost  if 
its  time  and  its  care  in  building  up  one  or  bought  —  nay,  even  if,  in  the  course  of  years, 
two  departments  while  the  others  are  left  be-  such  expenses  should  mount  up  to  the  price  of 
hind  in  the  race  for  advancement?  I  believe  a  set  of  the  periodical  in  question,  that  is  no 
firmly  that  it  should  not.  The  college,  accord-  convincing  argument  for  the  purchase  of  the 
ing  to  my  premise,  exists  to  do  the  all-round  set.  The  first  cost  is  not  the  only  thing  to  be 
work  which  prepares  a  man  or  woman  for  the  considered.  Time  and  room,  both  of  which  are 
special  work  of  the  future.  It  should  therefore  to  the  librarian  much  more  than  money,  are 
develop  as  evenly  as  possible  in  every  line  of  taken  at  the.  moment  and  afterward  for  each 
scholarly  work.  It  should  aim  to  be  a  good  addition.  The  question  whether  the  books  are 
working  library  for  the  regular  college  courses,  worth  all  three  must  be  weighed  carefully.  And 
with  just  enough  of  original  sources  and  ma-  as  my  ideal  college  library  gives  free  access  to 
terial  for  research  work  to  be  the  skeleton  at  all  shelves,  there  is  for  it,  in  such  a  purchase,  the 
the  feast  for  the  undergraduate,  reminding  him  added  disadvantage  of  putting  before  the  stu- 
at  every  turn:  •*  Remember  that  you  have  but  dent  a  file  of  books  which  is  perhaps  not  advis- 
begun  the  path.     You  may  stop,  you  may  di-  able  for  him. 

verge,    but    the    path    goes    on   to    indefinite  But  to  return   from   my  wandering  to    my 

heights."     It  should  be  the  library  which  will  sheep.     After  reference  books,  text-books,  and 

teach  him  how  to  use  a  university  library,  but  periodicals,  we  add  a  few  original   sources  — 

not  a  university  library  in  miniature,  exactly  the  main  original  sources,  if  I  may  speak  thus 

as  the  college  teaches  him  how  to  use  the  uni-  — in  each  department.     In  any  good  college  a 
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certain    amount    of    reference  to  these  is,  of  books,  mistaken  purchases  —  remember,  we  are 

course,  giyen  to  the  undergraduate,  and  the  human!  —  and  duplicates  which  are  no  longer 

choice  will  depend  very  largely  on  specific  col-  used.     I  say  boldly,  withdraw  them  all.     Be 

lege  courses.      To  the  collection  thus  gathered  cautious,  of  course.     The  passion  for  exclusion 

we  add  a  careful  library  of  literary  and  histori-  may  be  quite  as  extreme  as  that  for  inclusion, 

cal   reference,  in  the  wider  sense  of  the  last-  I  have  not,  however,  found  it  as  common  !  Per- 

named  word,  filling  in  thus  with  books  which,  haps  you  think  this  is  advocating  too  careful 

perhaps,  are  not  referred  to  in  any  college  lee-  guarding  of  my  undergraduate,  with  his  free 

ture,  but  which  are  a  part  of  every  gentleman's  access  to  the  shelves.     I  am,  it  is  true,  afraid 

library,    and  certainly    of    every    college    li-  that  he  will  get  more  barm  than  good  from  in- 

brary.  accurate  or  out-of-date  books,  but  there  will  be 

There  is,  then,  nothing  new  for  the  college  left  all  the  inaccuracy  and  medievalism  that  he 

to  attempt  in   the   matter  of  inclusion.     The  can  digest.     The  exercise  of  his  will  and  judg- 

university  does  all  this  and  goes  on.     The  col-  ment  on  the  best  books  we  can  give  him  will 

lege,  on  the  other  hand,  does  this  and  stops,  keep  both  healthy  ! 

It  adds,  of  course,  as  a  living  organism  must,  There  remains  one  question  of  exclusion 
but  it  adds  always  evenly,  always  with  an  at-  which  always  excites  a  smile  and  a  groan  from 
tempt  to  keep  its  collection  a  well-rounded  one.  the  librarian  — that  of  gifts.  If  a  library  is  al- 
Supposing,  indeed,  that  it  had  the  same  re-  ready  sufiSciently  provided  with  funds,  it  can 
sources  as  a  great  university  —  which  a  college  usually  refuse  books  it  does  not  desire  without 
practically  never  has  —  its  library  would  be  a  any  fatal  consequences.  If  its  resources  are, 
different  one.  It  not  only  does  not,  however,  like  those  of  every  college  library  I  know,  inade- 
have  the  same  resources:  it  should  not.  In  quate  to  its  needs,  shall  it  run  the  risk  of  offend- 
that  wise  future  of  which  we  so  often  have  oc-  ing  benefactors  ?  There  is  but  one  answer  to 
casion  to  speak,  there  will  be  a  just  distribution  such  a  question.  The  risk,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
of  material  resources,  and  the  university  will  is  small,  if  the  benefactor  is  a  sensible  person, 
get  immensely  the  larger  share.  The  college  but  any  risk  whatever  should  be  run  rather 
will  not  attempt  to  become  great  in  numbers  than  put  on  the  shelves  books  that  do  not  be- 
beyond  a  fixed  and  rather  restricted  limit.  Its  long  there.  The  wise  librarian  can  generally 
endowment  will  grow  until  sufficient  for  its  propitiate  the  donor  in  any  case.  Books  which 
needs;  the  surplus  which  may  by  chance  come  are  duplicates  can  be  put  into  the  library  with 
to  it  will  be  directed  to  the  great  university,  the  gift  book-plate  and  the  original  copy  with- 
whose  needs  are  infinite.  drawn  for  sale  or  exchange.     Gifts  may  often 

I  have  said  nothing  about  the  method  of  se-  be  judiciously  diverted  to  the  nearest  historical 

lection.     That  it  should  be  done  largely  by  or  society.     I  do  not  need  to  say  that  these  are 

through  the  professors  is  the  natural  method,  usually  genealogies.     If  the  donor  is  unwilling 

since   the  professors  are  a  body  of  experts,  that  books  not  of  use  to  the  library  should  be 

Whether  the  decision  be  with  the  expert,  each  sold  or  exchanged,  then  they  should  be  returned 

member  of  the  faculty  being  assigned  a  definite  or  refused  as  tactfully  as  may  be. 

amount  of  the  library  income,  or  whether  the  The  disposition  of  all  these  rejected  books  is 

wise  librarian  buys  only  on  consultation  with  not  always  easy.     If  the  library  is  poor,  ex- 

the  professor,  makes  little  difference.     That  li-  change  or  the  sale  to  a  second-hand  book  shop 

brarian  must  be  a   "  man-of-infinite-resource-  is  the  ordinary  method.    Duplicates  may  some- 

and-sagacity"  in  either  case.  times  be  sold  in  the  college  itself.     If  the  li- 

To  consider  once  more  the  size  of  the  library,  brary  does  not  need  the  money  value  of  the 

It  must  grow,  I  said;  I  believe  that  in  certain  di-  books,  they  should  be  presented  to  any  uni- 

rections  it  should  grow  less.  A  working  library  versity,  state,  or  reference  library  that  would 

for  the  all-round  student  does  not  contain  dead  like  them.     The   Library  Journal  columns  of 

material,   yet  such  certainly  exists  in  any  col-  "Who   wants    this  book?"    will   be  amusing 

lege  library  which  does  not  vigorously  practice  reading  in  the  days  when  this  practise  becomes 

exclusion  by  withdrawal.  general.     If  nobody  wishes  the  books  —  well, 

Books  whose  usefulness  for  the   library  is  one  hesitates  to  advise  the  burning  of  even  a 

past  fall  under  three  heads :  superseded  text-  bad  book,  unless  it  be  very  bad  indeed,  but  I 
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would  rather  put  it  in  a  bonfire  than  on  my  li-  That  there  is  a  difference  between  a  college 
brary  shelves,  and  there  is,  it  must  be  remem-  and  a  university,  as  we  use  the  terms  in  Amer- 
bered,  a  limit  to  the  storage  space  of  the  lar-  ica,  is  indisputable;  that  it  lies,  speaking  broad- 
gest  cellar.  ly,  in  the  fact  that  the  college  gives  the  broad 
Exclusion  will  hardly  take  the  amount  of  general  education  which  prepares  a  student 
time  and  thought  inclusion  demands.  Yet  it  is  both  for  life  and  for  special  work,  while  the 
probably  true  that  the  librarian  will  spend  more  university  adds  to  this  in  special  work,  research 
of  both  on  it  proportionately,  as  it  will  be  much  work,  original  work,  production  as  against  the 
easier  to  get  help  from  the  college  faculty  for  acquisition  of  knowledge  —  that  the  distinction 
the  one  than  for  the  other.  The  average  col-  lies  here  will,  I  hope,  commend  itself  to  your 
lege  professor  desires  to  build  up  his  part  of  judgment.  It  is  an  axiom  that  the  difference  of 
the  library  on  the  lines  of  that  of  the  university  function  of  the  institutions  creates  a  necessity 
where  he  took  his  highest  degree,  and  the  ex-  foradifferenceinthescopeof  their  libraries.  The 
elusion  of  any  book  which  could  possibly  at  claim  of  this  paper  is  that  this  difference  should 
any  future  date  or  under  any  imaginable  con-  be  brought  about  by  the  co-operation  of  the  col- 
ditions  be  of  value  historically  is  to  him  heresy  lege  and  the  university.  While  applauding  and 
—  especially  when  the  book  comes  to  the  li-  aiding  the  library  of  the  greater  body  in  its 
brary  without  cost  to  his  department.  The  li-  endeavor  to  supplement  a  working  collection  of 
brarian's  province  is  to  guide  and  check  this  books  by  one  or  more  magnificent  special  col- 
tendency  of  the  professor — in  a  judicious  and  lections,  that  of  the  smaller  body — the  college 
tactful  way  —  for  the  good  of  the  library,  and  — should  on  its  own  part  strive  to  preserve  a 
thus  for  the  good  of  the  college.  perfect  balance  in  all  its  branches. 
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By  Wiluam  R.  Eastman,  Public  Libraries  Division^  University  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

I.  Information,  When  the  people  of  a  com-  summary  of  all  its  facts,  doings,  and  recom- 
munity  begin  to  be  interested  in  having  a  public  mendations  to  each  session  of  the  legislature, 
library  the  first  thing  wanted  is  information.  The  commission  may  very  properly,  and  with 
A  knowledge  of  facts  is  the  only  proper  basis  advantage  to  the  state,  have  charge  of  the  state 
of  action.  Their  first  call  upon  the  state  is  that  library,  appointing  the  librarian  and  all  needed 
it  shall  tell  them  the  latest  results  of  library  assistants,  and  make  it  the  center  of  the  library 
experience  and  advise  them  as  to  their  course,  movement.  A  strong,  inspiring  personal  lead- 
Hence,  the  first  point  in  library  law  is  the  crea-  ership  is  of  the  first  importance  and,  if  means 
tion  of  a  state  board  or  commission  whose  can  be  supplied,  every  such  commission  should 
official  business  it  shall  be  to  learn  library  facts,  have  a  paid  executive  whose  time  will  be  given 
study  library  methods,  answer  inquiries  and  to  its  work.  If  libraries  are  aided  by  the  state, 
publish  results  and  in  every  possible  way  in-  either  by  grants  of  money  or  books  or  travel- 
terest  the  public,  promote  new  library  enter-  ing  libraries,  distribution  should  .be  made 
prises,  and  enlarge  the  scope  and  value  of  those  through  the  commission  in  accordance  with 
already  existing.  their  rules. 

A  commission  of  five,  each  one  to  serve  five  If  the  first  legislation  should  stop  with  the 
years  with  one  new  appointment  each  year,  creation  of  a  commission  instructed  to  report 
will  have  a  desirable  permanence.  If  appointed  to  the  governor  before  the  next  session  of  the 
by  the  governor  on  the  ground  of  personal  legislature  a  library  law  adapted  to  state  con- 
fitness  the  results  will  be  better  than  if  each  ditions,  it  might  lead  to  better  results  than  those 
commissioner  is  to  represent  some  interest  or  reached  by  any  hasty  action, 
is  added  because  he  already  holds  some  other  2.  Founding,  The  law  should  provide  for  the 
office.  founding  of  libraries  by  a  method  easily  under- 

The  commission,  receiving  annually  a  report  stood  and  readily  followed.    There  are  three 

from  every  library  in  the  state,  should  report  a  ways  of  founding  a  library:  by  the  gift  of  one 
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person,  by  the  combined  gifts  of  many  persons,  A  library  so  established  by  the  voters  or  their 

or  by  the  act  of  the  community  voting  a  public  representatives  should  be  declared  by  law  a 

tax.  body  corporate.     Free  libraries  founded  by  en- 

The  law  does  not  concern  itself  very  much  dowment  or  by  associations  should  become  in- 

with   the   initial   proceedings  in   the  first  two  corporated  under  general  corporation  law,  and 

cases,  but  is  concerned  with  every  step  in  the  on  application   to  and  approval    by  the  state 

establishment  of  a  tax  supported  library.  commission  should  be   registered  as  associate 

In  every  state  there  is  already  a  system  of  libraries, 
common  schools.  Libraries  are  also  educa-  3.  Control,  The  control  of  the  library  will  be 
tional  and  their  relations  to  the  schools  are  determined  by  the  choice  of  trustees.  They 
vital,  and  an  important  question  to  be  settled  at  will  be  chosen  by  the  body  that  founds  the  li- 
this  point  is  whether  the  public  libraries  shall  brary,  in  cities,  perhaps,  on  nomination  of  the 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  school  author!-  mayor,  from  persons  of  recognized  fitness.  No 
ties.  Since  these  authorities  are  already  in  one  should  be  ineligible  by  reason  of  sex.  The 
active  service  under  a  well  organized  system,  number  should  not  be  less  than  three  nor  more 
it  seems  a  very  simple  solution  of  the  problem  than  seven.  Five  is  a  convenient  number,  al- 
to add  one  more  item  to  their  duties.  But  long  lowing  some  division  of  labor,  without  impair- 
experience  in  several  states  is  opposed  to  this  ing  a  sense  of  personal  responsibility.  Their 
course.  In  a  multitude  of  cases  the  school  dis-  terms  of  office  should  be  not  less  than  three 
trict  is  too  small  to  maintain  a  good  library;  the  nor,  as  a  rule,  more  than  five  years.  To  secure 
care  of  a  library  calls  for  a  special  personal  fitness  a  good  degree  of  continuity  in  management 
on  the  part  of  its  trustees  not  always  possessed  their  terms  should  be  so  arranged  that  only  one 
by  those  chosen  to  do  a  different  service.  It  or  two  will  go  out  of  office  in  any  given  year, 
has  been  found  that  in  the  combination  of  Direct  control  by  any  outside  body  is  not  de- 
school  and  library  under  one  management  the  sirable,  but  if  state  aid  is  extended  a  proper 
library  is  liable  to  suffer  for  lack  of  both  atten-  standard  should  be  fixed  by  the  state  commis- 
tion  and  funds  and  it  also  fails  to  arouse  the  sion  as  a  condition  of  state  aid. 
same  public  interest  that  it  might  receive  if  4.  Support,  The  law  should  insure  the  sup- 
standing  by  itself  as  a  distinct  enterprise  in  port  of  a  library  doing  good  work.  At  the  time 
care  of  a  board  chosen  to  promote  a  public  of  establishment  let  a  maximum  rate  of  annual 
library  and  for  no  other  purpose.  taxation  for  its  support  be   fixed.     After  that 

But  inasmuch  as  the  school  system  is  cstab-  the  trustees  should  annually  report  to  the  body 

lished  and  familiar  to  the  people,  the  library  establishing  the   library  the  work    done,   the 

system  should  be  along  lines  parallel  to  it.    Let  money  spent,  and  the  money  needed  for  the 

any  municipality  or  district,  when   holding  its  next  year.     If  this  amount  falls  within  themax- 

usaal  meeting  to  vote  taxes  for  the  year,  have  imum  it  should  be  levied  without  question  or 

the  power  to  establish  a  public  library  and  to  vote.     The  maximum  rate  should   not  be  di- 

lay  a  tax  to  support  it.      If  in  a  city  or  large  minished  unless  it  is  so  voted  at  two  consecu- 

village  this  tax  levy  for  the  school  is  commonly  tive  annual  elections. 

made  by  the  common  council  or  village  board  Some  have  preferred  to  fix  in  the  law  a  max- 

or  by  the  school  board,  let  the  same  course  be  imum  rate  for  the  whole  state,  but  conditions 

taken  for  the  library.     Lest  there  should  be  vary  so  greatly  that  it  seems  better  to  leave 

some   hesitation    about  bringing  the  subject  this  to  local  determination,  and  the  very  dis- 

before  the   meeting  let  the  petition  of  25  tax-  cussion  of  this  question  may  increase  public  in- 

payers  be  sufficient  to  require  a  vote.      Let  the  terest  in  the  enterprise. 

principle  of  home  rule  be  fully  respected  in  this  S*  Contract,  The  law  should  permit  the  mak- 
matter,  and  the  power  to  found  a  library  be  as  ing  of  contracts  for  library  privileges.  There 
free  as  the  power  to  start  a  public  school.  It  are  several  different  conditions  in  which  a  con- 
will  be  convenient  in  preparing  ballots  for  a  tract  offers  the  simplest,  most  convenient,  and 
library  vote  to  include  thereon  the  amount  of  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficulty  of  concur- 
yearly  tax  proposed,  thus,  on  one  ballot.  "  Li-  rent  action.     An  established  library,  privately 

brary  tax  of mills.   Yes.*'    Or,  on  another,  owned  and  controlled,  may  be  glad  to  open  its 

* '  Library  tax  of . . .  mills.    No. "  doors  wide  to  the  public  if  the  public  will  pay  the 
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cost  of  the  additional  seryice  required.  The  city  a  j^eneral  library  interest,  give  the  commission 
will  be  better  served  by  paying  the  cost  to  the  pri-  tools  to  work  with,  supply  an  object  lesson,  and 
vate  library  than  by  founding  a  rival  library  of  lead  to  local  movement  for  permanent  libra- 
its  own.  On  the  other  hand,  many  a  community  ries. 

too  small  or  too  poor  to  maintain  a  good  library  7.  Buildings,     Municipalities      or     districts 

may  be  glad  to  share  the  facilities  of  a  neigh-  should  have  the  same  power  to  take  land  and 

boring  library  and  to  pay  some  small  amount  erect  buildings  or  rent  rooms  for  libraries  as 

raised  by  taxation  for  the  privilege.     Another  for  schools. 

neighborhood  would  be  greatly  encouraged  to  8.  Exchanges.     All  public  and  associate  libra - 

found  a  library  if  it  might  hope  to  secure  con-  ries  should  have  the  privilege  of  exchanging 

tracts  with  other  districts.    Combination  for  li-  books  and  duplicates  with  the  state  library  and 

brary  purposes  may  thus  be  effected  without  with  each  other  under  rules  of.  the  state  com- 

tedious  formalities.    Such  contracts  should  be  mission. 

referred  to  the  state  commission  for  approval.  9,  Permanence,     The  abolition  of  a  public  li- 

They  might  provide  for  lending  books  to  in-  brary  should  be  more  difficult  than  its  founda- 

dividual  borrowers  in  the  contracting  districts  tion,  requiring  at  least  the  vote  of  two  consecu- 

or  for  travelling  libraries  or  for  any  other  form  tive  annual  meetings  of  the  body  that  estab- 

of  service  deemed  most  convenient.  lished  it. 

6.  Travelling  libraries.     A  state  system  of  10.  Penaltiis.     Penalties  for  injury  or  deten- 

travelling  libraries  under  charge  of  the  state  tion  of  books  should  be  named  in  the  law.     If 

commission  is  desirable,  not  only  to  supply  the  wilful  and  continued   they  should   be   misde- 

best  reading  in  distant  districts,  but  to  stir  up  meanors,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 


LINES    OF    WORK    WHICH    A    STATE    LIBRARY    COMMISSION   CAN 

PROFITABLY  UNDERTAKE. 

By  Gratia  A,  Countryman,  Secretary  Minnesota  State  Library  Commission. 

'T^HIS  paper  does  not  attempt  any  exhaustive  and  the  number  of  people  who  can  be  em- 
study  of  the  work  being  done  by  various  ployed  to  carry  on  such  work.  But  the  advlsa- 
existing  commissions,  but  for  the  sake  of  dis-  bility  of  doing  this  or  that  must  depend  partlx 
cussion  tries  to  give  a  summary  of  the  kinds  of  upon  the  nature  of  the  community  and  the  re- 
work which  have  been  undertaken,  and  which  sponse  which  the  people  themselves  make, 
from  experience  the  writer  believes  can  be  ef-  Some  commissions  have  been  able  to  do  what 
fectively  and  successfully  carried  out.  other    commissions   could    not    possibly  have 

The  work  of  a  library  commission  naturally  done.     So  that  the  first  thing  which  any  com- 

falls  into  three  divisions:  mission  should  do,  is  to  study  the  conditions 

I.  The  establishment  of  permanent  local  li-  in    the   state,   know   where  libraries    already 

braries.  exist,  know  the  races  composing  the   popula- 

a.  The  organization  and  improvement  of  ex-  tion,   know    the    local    industries,   know    the 

isting  libraries,  includmg  the  training  of  libra-  movements  stirring  in  the  state  with   which 

rians  in  necessary  technical  knowledge.  libraries  can  co-operate,  and  be  ready  to  take 

3.  The  circulation  of  free  reading  matter  in  advantage  of  favoring  circumstances.     Library 

places  which  have  no  libraries,  commonly  in  development  in  the  state  and  the  extension  of 

the  shape  of  travelling  libraries.  reading  facilities  is  the  object  for  which  a  li- 

These  three  divisions  will  cover  almost,  if  brary  commission  exists. 

not  all,  the  work  which  a  commission  can  do.  In  the  headings  mentioned  above,  we  have 

Indeed  they  open  a  very  wide  field  of  useful-  given  the  lines  of  work  in  the  order  of  their  im- 

ness,  especially  in  the  south  and  west.     How  portance,and  will  take  them  up  in  the  same  order, 

much  can  be  done  by  the  commission  will  de-  i.  What  can  the  commission  do  to  establish 

pend  upon  the  amount  of  money  at  its  disposal,  permanent  local  libraries? 
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We  put  this  as  the  chief  work  of  a  commis- 
sion, because  it  is  better  to  put  people  to  work 
for  themselves  than  to  make  them  recipients  of 
outside  aid.  It  arouses  their  local  pride  to 
have  a  library  of  their  own  and  it  is  something 
permanent  accomplished. 

All  of  our  states  have  library  laws  according 
to  which  a  village  or  town  must  proceed  in  es- 
tablishing a  library.  Many  towns  do  not  know 
the  law,  and  do  not  know  how  to  proceed,  and 
if  they  are  not  especially  interested  they  do 
not  take  the  trouble  to  find  out.  If  the  commis- 
sion will  publish  the  law,  and  point  out  the 
simplest  way  to  go  about  it,  many  towns  may  be 
started  into  action.  This  spring  four  or  five  li- 
braries in  Minnesota  were  started  in  this  sim- 
ple way  —  by  the  printing  of  the  law  and  sim- 
ple directions. 

In  many  towns,  public-spirited  people  need 
only  to  have  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  com- 
mission, but  in  others  this  is  not  sufficient. 
Some  enthusiastic  person  must  be  sent  right 
into  the  field,  must  awaken  interest  by  per- 
sonal work,  must  see  the  influential  people 
or  the  town  council,  must  perhaps  give  a  public 
talk  on  libraries  with  lantern  slides  to  draw, 
until  the  ball  is  set  rolling,  and  the  people  goto 
work.  From  the  experience  of  Wisconsin  this 
personal  work  by  a  field  secretary  would  seem 
to  be  the  most  telling  way  of  helping  to  estab- 
lish libraries. 

The  commission,  if  it  is  so  empowered,  can 
offer  a  small  sum  of  money  to  each  town  that 
will  establish  a  local  library,  as  is  done  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. This  is  undoubtedly  very  helpful 
to  some  of  the  small  villages,  and  is  an  initial 
impetus  toward  establishing  a  library.  It  is 
not  enough,  however,  to  give  help  in  the  shape 
of  money  only,  if  the  library  is  thereafter  left  to 
itself  to  live  or  die.  Such  help  ought  to  be  con- 
ditioned upon  an  annual  town  appropriation, 
which  would  ensure  the  perpetual  support  of 
the  library,  and  such  help  should  be  followed 
up  in  other  practical  ways  mentioned  later. 

The  presence  of  a  travelling  library  in  a  town 
is  an  object  lesson,  which  often  creates  the  de- 
tire  for  a  permanent  library,  and  perhaps,  on 
the  whole,  more  local  libraries  have  been  estab- 
lished in  the  west  through  that  agency  than 
any  other.  The  travelling  library  is  the  good 
right  arm  of  a  commission  in  more  ways  than 
one. 

The  rivalry  which  exists  between  towns  is 


often  a  healthy  stimulus  to  good  works.  So  we 
suggest  that  an  annual  list  of  the  libraries  of 
the  state,  with  what  they  are  doing,  the  new 
ones  which  have  been  established,  and  the 
towns  which  are  agitating  the  matter,  is  good 
missionary  material  to  send  to  towns  which 
have  no  libraries.  Some  of  the  comments  in 
country  newspapers  would  lead  one  to  this  be- 
lief. "  Jones ville  has  a  library.  We  are  a 
larger  town  than  Jonesville.  We  must  have 
a  library."  Such  a  list  sent  annually  would 
certainly  encourage  healthy  rivalry. 

Any  method  which  is  possible  for  a  commis- 
sion to  adopt,  either  by  personal  effort,  or 
printed  matter,  which  awakens  civic  pride  and 
sets  the  people  to  work  for  themselves  is  more 
apt  to  result  in  permanent  good  than  a  gift  of 
any  size. 

The  commission  ought  to  emphasize  at  all 
times  the  free  library,  and  to  discourage  sub- 
scription libraries  which  are  for  the  few.  It 
ought  to  urge  support  by  general  taxation. 
Even  a  gift  from  an  individual  is  more  valua- 
ble, if  conditioned  upon  an  annual  tax. 

2.  What  can  the  commission  do  to  better 
those  libraries  which  are  already  in  existence? 

When  a  commission  comes  into  existence, 
they  find  a  number  of  libraries  already  started. 
Some  of  them  are  several  years  old  and  are 
laboring  under  heavy  burdens,  poor  systems, 
and  bad  management.  Many  of  them  are 
nearly  dead,  and  if  they  are  subscription  li- 
braries, they  will  probably  be  facing  starva- 
ti')n.  It  is  incumbent  upon  the  commission  to 
resuscitate  and  give  new  impetus  to  these  li- 
braries wherever  possible.  In  the  case  of  sub- 
scription libraries,  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  a  free  library,  upon  a  self  sup- 
porting basis.  That  may  be  almost  as  hard  as 
starting  a  new  one,  but  it  is  the  only  way  to  re- 
vive a  dead  subscription  library.  If  the  library 
is  already  free,  but  for  any  reason  the  people 
have  lost  interest,  that  reason  should  be  sought 
out.  Perhaps  they  have  not  known  what  books 
to  buy  and  have  bought  unwisely;  perhaps 
they  have  not  enough  money  to  buy  at  all, 
and  an  effort  should  be  made  to  increase  theii 
appropriation;  perhaps  the  librarian  takes  no 
interest  in  her  work,  and  is  killing  interest 
which  others  might  take.  There  might  be  a 
dozen  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  Begin  with 
the  librarian.  By*visit8,  or  by  correspondence, 
the  librarian  may  be  inspired  to  feel  the  dignity 
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and  importance  of  her  work;  She  might  be 
urged  to  attend  the  state  association  meet- 
ings, until  by  contact  with  other  librarians,  and 
the  constant  encouragement  which  she  receives 
from  the  commission,  she  grows  to  feel  a  pride 
in  the  results  of  her  labor. 

I  might  sum  up  that  the  best  help  is  to  show 
an  active,  helpful  interest  in  each  library  and 
its  librarian,  until  the  confidence  of  the  board 
and  librarian  is  gained,  so  that  they  naturally 
turn  to  the  commission  for  advice. 

If  the  commission  has  funds  enough,  some 
one  should  be  employed  who  could  be  sent  out 
to  catalog  and  classify  small  libraries  upon  de- 
mand, and  could  help  them  to  use  their  re- 
sources to  the  best  possible  advantage.  Many 
a  dollar  of  useless  expenditure  could  be  saved 
them,  if  they  had  some  one  to  call  upon  who 
could  help  them  on  the  spot.  They  cannot 
a£ford  to  hire  expert  help.  The  commission 
ought,  if  possible,  to  furnish  that  for  them. 

A  summer  library  school  conducted  by  the 
commission  gives  an  opportunity  for  training 
many  librarians,  who  never  could  go  to  the 
larger  schools.  This  is  not  a  great  expense  for 
the  commission  to  undertake,  and  can  be  done 
at  a  nominal  expense  to  the  student.  It  it  a 
much  better  way  to  teach  systematic  technical 
work,  by  regular  classes,  than  to  teach  the 
librarians  one  by  one  in  their  home  libraries. 
The  results  are  better,  and  the  expense  no 
more.  An  esprit  de  corps  is  produced,  a  state 
unity  of  method  and  feeling. 

Many  other  effective  ways  of  helping  them 
have  been  tried  : 

The  making  of  suggestive  lists  of  books  for 
purchase,  with  publisher  and  price. 

Reference  lists  of  material  for  Arbor  Day, 
Memorial  Day,  special  birthdays,  etc. 

Best  books  for  children. 

Suggestions  for  bulletins,  etc.,  etc. 

All  of  these  things  give  them  new  ideas,  put 
freshness  and  life  into  the  work,  and  make 
things  go. 

The  New  Hampshire  Commission  has  just 
started  a  new  bulletin  to  be  issued  quarterly, 
which  contains  library  articles  and  library  news. 
Wisconsin  has  lately  added  library  news  and 
suggestions  to  their  monthly  birthday  lists.  In 
such  bulletins  the  very  things  which  small 
libraries  need  to  know  can  be  mentioned  better 
than  in  a  general  library  journal. 

Most  small  libraries  throw  away  or  at  least 


do  not  bind  their  magazines,  not  realizing  their 
value.  The  commission  can  correct  this  mis- 
take. In  Minnesota  we  are  endeavoring  to 
collect  sets  of  the  best  magazines  for  the  last 
ten  years,  which  will  be  given  to  any  small 
library  who  will  pay  for  the  binding.  If  possi- 
ble, a  card  index  will  be  given  to  them  as  a 
model  for  them  to  follow,  for  Poole's  index  will 
be  out  of  the  question. 

It  seems  also  that  it  would  be  useful  if  the 
commission  would  collect  plans  of  small  library 
buildings  and  be  ready  to  help  whenever  a  town 
is  ready  to  build.  There  is  iust  as  much 
chance  of  blundering  in  a  small  library  build- 
ing as  in  a  large  one. 

If  the  state  commission  is  connected  with 
the  state  library,  there  seems  to  us  another 
opportunity  of  helping  the  town  library.  The 
state  library  is  a  rather  expensive  bit  of  ma- 
chinery if  it  can  be  used  only  at  the  capitol 
city.  Why  should  not  the  state  library  be  di- 
rectly connected  with  the  local  libraries  and  loan 
its  books  wherever  needed  in  the  state  through 
the  local  library.  Some  states  are  doing  this, 
we  believe,  but  the  commissions  of  other  states 
might  accomplish  more  along  this  line. 

3.  What  can  the  commission  do  for  com- 
munities which  have  no  libraries  ? 

This  refers  to  small  villages  and  country 
communities.  It  also  refers  to  larger  places 
where  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  a  local  library,  or 
where  sentiment  cannot  be  aroused.  The  trav- 
elling library  has  been  the  solution.  It  has  not 
only  supplied  books  and  awakened  reading 
instincts,  but  it  has  often  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful way  of  arousing  local  sentiment.  Per- 
manent local  libraries  often  follow  the  advent  of 
the  travelling  library  into  the  town.  The  com- 
mission either  buys  and  directly  circulates 
these  libraries,  or  spends  its  energies  in  secur- 
ing private  gifts  of  libraries.  Private  benevo- 
lence cannot  always  be  depended  upon,  however, 
and  a  commission  is  safer  if  it  has  funds  to  buy 
libraries  of  its  own.  A  state  system  of  travel- 
ling libraries  is  in  a  position  to  treat  every  part 
of  the  state  in  the  same  way.  But  there  is  no 
reason  why  a  combination  is  not  even  better. 

What  can  be  done  through  the  travelling 
library  depends  partly  upon  the  community  that 
borrows  it,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the 
things  that  suggest  themselves.  The  books 
themselves  must  be  chosen  so  that  they  will  ap- 
peal to  all  classes  and  various  tastes.     They 
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must  giye  pleasure,  and  they  mast  also  be  of 
educational  value.  The  travelling  library  may 
be  ma^e  the  medium  for  distributing  material 
issued  jby  farmers'  institutes  and  by  the  nation- 
al an^  state  agricultural  departments.  The 
library  may  contain  material  which  will  encour- 
age reading  circles  and  neighborhood  classes. 
BoqIcs  in  foreign  languages  ought  by  all  means 
to  be  included  if  there  is  the  least  demand  for 
thfm.  Magazines  and  illustrated  papers  are 
gladly  welcomed.  Travelling  pictures  are 
growing  in  favor  and  are  surely  going  to  be  a 
feature  in  future  travelling  library  work,  espe- 
cially in  foreign  and  uneducated  communities. 
Reference  libraries  on  special  subjects,  for  club 
work,  are  a  useful  branch  of  travelling  library 
work.  Some  of  the  women's  clubs  in  little 
towns  work  under  great  disadvantages  through 
lack  of  books,  and  their  work  is  worth  encour- 
aging by  the  commission.  If  the  commission  can 
do  so,  single  volumes  ought  to  be  loaned  as  read- 
ily as  travelling  libraries.  A  large  share  of  the 
books  loaned  in  New  York  are  loaned  by  the 
•ingle  volume.  In  other  words,  individual 
needs  as  well  as  community  needs  fall  under 
the  legitimate  care  of  the  state  commission. 

We  have  not  mentioned  the  institutes  which 
Wisconsin  has  held  for  the  librarians  of  travel- 
ling libraries.   Minnesota  is  going  to  try  a  state 


institute  this  fall  in  connection  with  the  state 
fair.  This  is  only  an  attempt  to  make  these 
country  and  village  librarians  realize  that  they 
are  a  part  of  a  large  work,  not  isolated  work- 
ers, and  to  make  them  feel  the  importance  and 
usefulness  of  what  they  are  doing. 

Work  in  mining  camps  and  lumber  camps 
would  certainly  seem  to  be  a  useful  field  for 
some  form  of  travelling  library.  We  would 
suggest  that  the  commission,  in  any  or  all  of  its 
work,  should  work  in  conjunction  with  other 
organized  work.  If  the  women's  clubs  are  al- 
ready doing  something  it  is  better  to  help  them 
than  to  start  a  new  work.  If  missionary  so- 
cieties, or  temperance  workers,  or  private 
individuals  are  trying  to  do  work  in  lumber 
camps,  etc.,  it  is  better  to  throw  our  work 
through  the  channels  they  have  digged,  than 
to  make  new  ones.  The  commission  ought  to 
watch  the  various  civilizing  efforts  that  are 
going  on  in  the  state^  and  put  itself  in 
touch  with  them  wherever  there  is  hope  of 
helping. 

New  lines  of  work  will  constantly  be  under- 
taken as  the  work  progresses,  and  the  need 
shows  itself,  but  the  secret  of  real  usefulness 
will  always  be  in  the  personal  care  and  helpful- 
ness which  the  commission  and  its  assistants 
give  to  the  work. 


CO-OPERATION     OF     STATE     LIBRARIANS     AND     STATE    LIBRARY 

COMMISSIONS. 

By  C.  B.  Galbreath,  State  Librarian  of  Ohio. 


"1117 HAT  may  the  state  properly  do  for  the 
general  diffusion  of  knowledge  through 
the  agency  of  libraries,  or,  to  particularize, 
through  the  agency  of  state  librarians  and 
library  commissions,  and  how  shall  the  two 
work  together  for  the  attainment  of  the  results 
desired  ? 

Among  those  who  have  given  the  subject  in- 
telligent study  we  are  warranted  in  assuming 
a  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  following  points: 

I.  The  state  should  publish  and  preserve  its 
official  records. 

Money  from  the  treasury  of  the  state  may 
properly  be  used  to  publish  and  keep  in  a  con- 
venient place  for  reference  its  own  official 
records  and  those  of  the  territory  from  which 


it  was  formed.  These  usually  include  :  jour- 
nals of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  ;  legis- 
lative manuals ;  senate  and  house  bills  :  state 
laws  ;  supreme  and  circuit  court  reports  ;  con- 
solidated reports  of  departments  and  institu- 
tions, known  as  **  executive  documents,"  "offi- 
cial documents,"  etc.;  separate  departmental 
and  institutional  reports,  such  as  agriculture, 
attorney-general,  auditor,  institution  for  the 
blind,  etc.  Those  interested  in  the  official  his- 
tory of  the  state  should  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  in  one  library  at  least  these 
documents  may  be  found  systematically  ar- 
ranged and  accessible  for  reference. 

2.    The  state  should  collect  books  that  have  espe^ 
Hal  reference  to  itself. 
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Closely  related  to  its  official  publications  are  5.   The  state  should  aid  in  providing  library 

the  books  about  the  state  — the  literature  of  its  facilities  for  its  citizens, 

religion,  education,  politics,  science,  and  art;  of  Duty  invites  to  broader  fields.  Thft  state  pro- 
its  industries  and  resources  ;  of  its  societies  vides  the  rudiments  of  an  education.  When 
and  institutions,  professional,  benevolent  and  this  work  is  well  done,  it  sends  the  child  from 
fraternal ;  of  its  travel,  geography  and  biogra-  school  with  the  ability  to  read  and  A  taste  for 
phy  ;  of  its  history,  early  and  recent,  general  healthful  literature.  It  is  a  mistake  to  presume 
and  local.  Among  the  citizens  of  every  state  that  the  educative  period  ends  with  the  school 
will  be  found  those  who  are  interested  in  such  a  age  limit  prescribed  by  law.  The  value  of  books 
collection.  County  histories  and  newspaper  and  libraries  as  educators  is  attested  by  the 
files,  with  all  their  delinquencies,  inaccuracies,  lives  of  self-made  men  who  have  risen  to  useful- 
and.  other  defects,  are  especially  valuable  in  ness  and  eminence  in  the  century  jttst  clos- 
such  a  collection.     They  supplement,  elucidate,  ing. 

and  invest  with  life  the  cold  and  formal  state-  The  work  and  mission  of  the  free  library  is 

ments  of  the  official  records.     The  importance  an  inviting  theme   upon   which    we   mAy  not 

of  keeping  these,  long  acknowledged  in  theory,  dwell.     Pages  might  be  written  to  emphasize 

is  now  more  generally  recognized  in  systematic  the  fact  that  the   welfare  of  the  state  is  sub- 

and  efficient  practice.  served  in  furnishing  good  literature  to  its  cit- 

3.  The  state  should  receive  and  preserve  U.  S,  izens.  50  years  ago  this  was  attempted  through 
government  publications ,  the  schools.     The  movement,  in  large  measure 

That  each  state  should  have  at  least  one  col-  successful,  failed  to  reach  the  ideal  of  its  friends 
lection  of  the  publications  of  the  general  gov-  because  provision  was  not  made  for  efficient 
ernment  has  the  sanction  of  high  authority,  administration.  The  school  was  then  the 
The  general  government  has  made  the  state  great  field  of  active  operation.  It  is  not  to 
library  a  depository  of  its  documents  ;  and  if  be  abandoned  now,  nor  are  we  to  lose  sight  of 
the  librarian  has  but  faithfully  exercised  his  the  opportunities  that  it  affords  for  the  distribu- 
ancient  and  all-important  function  as  cus-  tion  and  use  of  good  literature.  It  is  the  mis- 
todian,  patrons  will  know  with  a  reasonable  sion  of  the  library  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  read- 
degree  of  certainty  that  at  the  state  capital  may  ing,  to  help  the  public  to  books  and  the  infor- 
be  found  all  the  important  official  records  of  the  mation  that  they  contain;  and  in  this  work  the 
general  government.  Most  states  have  acknowl-  state  is  directly  and  vitally  interested.  Every 
edged  an  obligation  in  this  matter  by  providing  available  agency  is  to  be  utilized — the  school, 
means  for  the  preservation  of  this  material,  study  clubs,  the  grange,  and  the  travelling  li- 

4.  The  state  should  carry  on  a  system  of  ex'  brary.  County,  township,  and  municipal  organ- 
changes  with  other  states,  {zations  are  to  be  interested,   to  the  end  that 

In  the  United  States  a  community  of  interests  every  community,  in  the  good  time  coming, 

is  continually    recognized.    The    Constitution  shall  have  its  local  library  in  charge  of  a  live, 

provides  that  '*  full  faith  shall  be  given  in  each  efficient,  and  enthusiastic  librarian, 

state  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  How  is  the  state  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment 

proceedings  of   every  other  state."    It  there-  of  all  this?    An  important  part  of  the  work  is 

fore  becomes  the  duty  of  the  states  as  far  as  to  be  effected  through  the  state  librarian  and 

possible  to  collect  and  preserve  for  use  these  the  state  library  commission.     How  shall  they 

acts,"  •'  records,'*  and  **  proceedings."    The  divide  it?  What  part  is  to  be  performed  by  each? 
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Constitution  is  limited  in  its  operations  to  the  That  a  properly  constituted  library  commis- 
states,  but  intelligent  investigation  and  research  sion  may  render  invaluable  assistance  to  the 
spurn  artificial  boundaries.  library  interests  of  the  state  will  be  admitted 
For  the  purpose  of  bringing  together  these  wherever  such  official  body  has  been  given  a 
records,  a  system  of  exchanges  has  been  de-  trial.  In  the  state  of  Wisconsin  we  have  an 
vised  that  is  carried  on  with  varying  degrees  of  example  of  what  it  may  accomplish  along 
success  among  the  English-speaking  states  of  independent  lines.  Such  a  commission  is  a 
America.  It  is  superflous  to  say,  in  an  assem-  powerful  factor  in  arousing  the  library  spirit, 
bly  of  state  librarians,  that  this  work  cannot  in  establishing  and  maintaining  local  libra- 
be  too  thoroughly  done.  ries,  in  furnishing  good  literature  to  the  peo- 
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pie  through  modern  agencies,  prominent  among  sively  to  reference  work  or  not,  it  should  be  made 

which  is,  of  course,  the  travelling  library.  useful.    Time  was  when  such  a  statement  would 

How  may  such  a  commission  co-operate  with  have  been   seriously   challenged.      The  chief 

the   state  librarian,  the   head  of  a  reference  function  of  this  institution  in   most  cases  was 

library  for  the  citizens  of  the  state  and  its  pub-  to  furnish  a  job  for  the  librarian,  who  was  to  be 

lie  institutions  ?  disturbed  and  annoyed  as  little  as  possible  by 

1.  The  library  commission  may  aid  the  state  the  public.  The  state  library  was  a  sort  of 
librarian  in  his  search  for  material  relating  to  the  **  ball  of  time"  to  be  bandied  by  the  hands  of 
state.  politicians.     The  thought  of  any  obligation  to 

In  his  search  for  local  history,  newspaper  the  public  was  seldom  seriously  considered, 

files,  and  early  state  documents,  the  state  libra-  When  the  librarian  did  awake  to  the  real  op- 

rian  may  go  to  the  commission  for  lists  of  cor-  portunities  of  his  position,  for  his  pains  he  was 

respondents  in  different  sections  of  the  state  usually  thrust  under  the  wheels  of  the  political 

who  are  interested  in  these  matters,  and  who  juggernaut  on  its  next  annual  round.     We  are 

will  readily  aid  in  securing  the  desired  informa-  entering  upon  a  better  era.    The  people  —  espe- 

tion.     The  commission  by  turning  to  its  travel-  ctally   the  library  people  —  are  demanding  that 

ling  library  register  and  other  records  is  able  the  state  library  render  some  service  in  return 

readily  to  furnish  satisfactory  names  and  ad-  for  the  expenditure  of  the  people's  money.    The 

dresses.     Through    these    avenues    the    state  commission  can  herald  abroad  the  fact  that  the 

librarian  comes  into  contact  with  a  class  of  peo-  state  library  exists  and  in  its  special  field  is 

pie  naturally  interested  in  his  work,  whose  co-  ready  to  serve  the  public.     In   some  states  this 

operation  is  most  helpful.  Those  who  have  had  will  still  be  a  matter  of  news.     For  such  aid  the 

experience   in   these    matters  well   know  that  live  librarian  may  always  be  thankful.     It  will 

while  much  can  be  found  in  the  second-hand  furnish  excuse  for  his  continued  official  exis- 

book  stores,  additions  to  the  early  literature  re-  tence  and   ought  to  pave  the  way  for  better 

lating  to  the  state  must  be  made  largely  through  remuneration, 
systematic  research  within  the  state.  4.     The  state  librarian  can  aid  the  commission 

2.  The  library  commission  may  furnish  the  in  the  distribution  of  government  publications, 
state  librarian  useful  information  in  reg2jrdtothe        The   state  librarian,  as  custodian  of  govern- 
public  libraries  of  the  state.  ment  publications,  is  supposed  to  know  some- 

When  the  state  librarian  has  done  his  best  to  thing  about  their  comparative  value  and  the 

collect  the  material  that  should  be  found  in  the  methods  to  be  employed  in  their  distribution, 

state  library  his  work  will  still  be  incomplete.  Through  the  library  commissions  he  can  send 

Books,  papers,  and  manuscripts  relating  to  the  these  where  they  will  be  preserved  and  educate 

state  will  be  found  in  other  libraries  that  will  the   public  to  an  appreciation   of  their  value, 

not  part   with   them.    The    commission   in  its  The    importance   of  this    topic   must   not  be 

missionary  work  becomes  acquainted  with  the  measured  by  the  brief  paragraph  devoted  to  it. 

libraries  of  the  state  and  learns  something  of  When  we  take  into  consideration  the  vast  sums 

what   they  contain.     This  information  is   fre-  of  money  devoted  to  government  publications, 

quently    valuable    to    the  state    librarian.     It  their  character,  the  reckless  manner  in  which 

enables  him  to  supplement  bulletins  that  he  is  they  are  distributed,  and  the  lack  of  informa- 

preparing  with  matter  of  interest  to  his  patrons  tion  among  the  people  in  regard  to  their  value, 

actual  and  prospective.     If  he  can  not  have  all  it  must  be  admitted  that  one  of  the  great  library 

the   rare  and  valuable  works  that  should   be  problems  of  the  day  is  to  be  solved  in  regulat- 

found  in  his  library,  it  is  often  a  source  of  sat-  ing   the  subject  matter  and  distribution  of  these 

isfaction  to  be  able  to  tell  where  these  may  be  documents. 

consulted.     The  commission  can  assist  him  in  5.     The  state  librarian  may  furnish  reference 

co-operating  with  other  libraries  of  the  state  matter  for  patrons  of  the  commission. 
where  such  co-operation  would  be  feasible  and  In  its  work  the  library  commission  is  brought 

advantageous.  into  contact  with  the  great  army  of  readers  in 

3.  The  library  commission  can  aid  in  popular '  the  state.  It  is  interested  in  every  organized 
iting  the  state  library.  effort  to  supply  them  with  literature.     Friendly 

Whether  the  state  library  be  devoted  exclu-  relations  are  to  be  established  with  study  clubs. 
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teachers'  associations,  the  state  grange,  and 
other  similar  organizations.  Every  possible 
encouragement  should  be  extended  to  these, 
for  they  are  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  work  of 
the  commission.  Such  organizations  represent 
many  grades  of  culture.  In  this  broad  field 
many  questions  arise  that  may  be  satisfactorily 
answered  by  reference  to  a  state  library.  A 
question  may  turn  on  some  point  of  local  history, 
some  early  state  paper,  a  reference  to  some 
work  not  found  in  the  local  library,  or  a  brief 
bibliography  may  be  desired  on  some  topic  for 
future  study.  By  co-operation  the  state  library 
thus  becomes  to  some  extent  an  information 
bureau,  and  'citizens  who  are  taxed  for  its  sup- 


port learn  that  it  is  in  fact  as  well  as  in  theory 
a  state  institution. 

Nor  does  the  opportunity  for  co-operation 
end  here.  The  fields  assigned  to  librarian  and 
library  commission  may  apparently  be  distinct, 
but  they  are  never  wholly  separated.  In  Ohio 
the  two  unite,  and  the  state  librarian  is  ex- 
ofllcio  secretary  of  the  library  commission. 
This  arrangement,  due  in  part  to  local  condi- 
tions, has  thus  far  proven  satisfactory.  But 
whether  the  two  are  united  or  distinct  in  organi- 
zation, their  spheres  still  touch  in  many  points 
and  their  objects  will  continue  to  be  sufllciently 
similar  to  open  up  ever  recurring  opportunity 
for  helpful  co-operation. 


STATE  REPORTS,  DIGESTS,  AND  STATUTES. 

By  Dr.  G,  E.  Wire,    Worcester  County  Law  Library,   Worcester,  Mass, 


'T^HIS  subject  has  often  been  discussed  in  the 
^  meetings  of  the  American  Bar  Associa- 
tion but  so  far  as  I  know  has  not  been  taken  up 
in  any  meeting  of  the  American  Library^  Associ- 
ation. There  are  now  in  the  United  States 
some  50  states  and  territories  publishing  these 
reports,  digests,  and  statutes,  one  or  all,  and  no 
one  has  a  rational  system  of  so  doing  to  which 
it  adheres,  while  but  few  have  any  system  as 
far  as  can  be  discerned.  In  this  respect  these 
publications  are  even  worse  than  the  state  doc- 
uments, and  especially  in  the  matter  of  price. 
Most  of  the  state  documents  are  issued  free, 
but  for  all  of  these  law  documents  excessive 
prices  must  be  paid. 

REPORTS. 

23  of  the  states  and  territories  now  employ 
ofllcial  reporters  or  else  publish  official  reports 
through  the  secretary  of  state,  state  librarian, 
or  outside  parties.  Several  of  the  big  law  book 
firms  have  contracts  with  one  or  more  states  to 
publish  their  reports.  The  official  reports  are 
printed,  bound,  and  numbered  with  varying  de- 
grees of  excellence  and  cost  from  $2  a  volume 
to  $15  a  volume.  The  rest  still  adhere  to  the 
old-fashioned  way  of  private  reporters,  each 
man  making  what  he  can  out  of  the  work, 
and  these  reports  cost  from  $2.25  to  |io  a 
volume. 

In  the  case  of  both  official  and  unofficial  re- 
ports the  excellence  of  the  printing,  paper,  and 


binding  is  generally  in  inverse  ratio  to  the 
price.  The  best  paper,  printing,  and  binding 
are  found  in  the  cheapest  official  reports,  those 
of  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
done  by  large  publishing  houses  in  Boston  and 
New  York  and  show  what  can  be  done  by 
them  when  under  contract  and  obliged  to  cut 
down  their  figures.  These  books  are  quite  as 
well  done,  in  some  cases  better  done  than  their 
own  text-books  issued  at  twice  or  thrice  the 
price  of  the  reports.  The  poorest  paper,  print- 
ing, and  binding  are  found  In  some  of  the  re- 
ports of  the  southern  and  western  states  or,  in- 
deed, in  all  of  these  states.  I  use  the  words 
best  printing,  paper,  and  binding,  and  worst 
printing,  paper,  and  binding  in  a  relative  man- 
ner only.  These  subjects  will  be  considered 
more  at  length  further  on  in  this  paper. 

In  frequency  of  issue  and  number  of  volumes, 
practice  varies,  all  the  way  from  little  Rhode 
Island,  with  her  20-volume  set,  one  volume  in 
one  and  one-half  years,  and  Idaho's  2-vol- 
uroe  set  and  a  volume  in  10  years,  to  New 
York's  19  volumes  annually ,  and  Pennsylvania's 
10  volumes  annually.  New  York  has  a  Su- 
preme Court  Appellate  Division,  Supreme 
Court,  and  several  inferior  reports  grouped 
under  the  name  Miscellaneous  Reports.  Penn- 
sylvania has  besides  its  Supreme  Court  a  sys- 
tem of  District,  Circuit,  and  County  Courts  all 
duly  reported  and  counted  in  with  the  estimate 
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gtyen  aboye.  An  increasing  number  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  states  have  a  system  of  Ap- 
pellate courts  to  ease  the  strain  on  the  Supreme 
Courts. 

This  question  of  multiplicity  of  courts  and 
of  reports  bothers  the  legal  profession  more 
than  the  matters  of  printing,  paper,  and  bind- 
ing. Besides,  are  they  not  told  by  the  law 
book  men  that  they  only  use  the  best  materials 
and  that  their  sheep  binding  is  the  best  binding 
known,  and  do  not  book  men  always  tell  the 
truth?  The  lawyers  haye  struggled  with  this 
question  of  multiplicity  of  reports  many  a  time 
and  oft  and  have  as  yet  arrived  at  no  definite 
and  concerted  opinion  as  to  what  is  to  be  done 
in  the  matter.  Various  expedients  have  been 
proposed,  and  some  carried  into  efifect,  but  none 
of  them  have  discouraged  the  prolix  opinion 
writers,  some  of  whom  feel  called  upon  to  go  to 
the  beginning  and  write  a  history  of  and  treatise 
on  their  subject. 

Some  states,  notably  Kentucky  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, do  not  print  all  of  the  opinions  or  decis- 
ions. These  are  taken  by  private  publishers 
and  issued  in  a  periodical  form,  and  in  these  two 
states  certain  periodicals  are  known  and  quoted 
as  much  as  the  reports.  Pennsylvania,  besides 
its  elaborate  system  of  official  reports,  has  at 
least  half  a  dozen  periodicals,  each  published 
at  high  figures,  which  we  are  more  or  less 
obliged  to  take  and  keep  because  of  the  few 
cases  found  there  not  reported  in  the  official  re- 
ports. 

This  seems  to  be  a  matter  which  is  beyond 
the  law-making  and  law-enforcing  power  of  the 
government,  inasmuch  as  it  lies  in  the  very 
law-enforcing  power  itself.  Its  settlement 
seems  largely  to  be  a  matter  of  self-restraint  on 
the  part  of  the  judges  themselves.  If  they  can 
resist  the  temptation  to  write  and  expound,  and 
duplicate  opinions  they  do  more  good  than  any 
quantity  of  legislation  on  the  subject.  In 
Massachusetts,  especially,  under  Chief  Justice 
Holmes,  the  opinions  are  short,  to  the  point,  and 
do  not  go  over  ground  already  old  or  familiar. 
But  in  many  states,  notably  in  the  south  (Texas 
for  example),  the  opposite  practice  generally 
prevails. 

But  little  if  anything  can  be  done  with[the  re- 
ports as  dicta  of  the  bench.  Much,  however, 
can  be  done  with  them  as  issued  from  the  press. 
Each  state  should  have  an  official  reporter,  to 
be  paid  a  sufficient  salary,  with  sufficient  cleri- 


cal assistance,  and  the  reports  issued  at  cost  of 
printing  and  binding,  plus  perhaps  ioJ(,  as  is 
done  with  some  United  States  documents.  The 
reporters  are  usually  paid  a  salary  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  quality  of  the  output.  I  had  al- 
ways supposed  these  reports,  which  are  quoted 
as  law,  were  made  up  from  verbatim  steno- 
graphic notes  revised  by  the  judges  and  the  re. 
porter;  but  I  find  in  many  if  not  all  cases  they 
are  made  up  from  the  printed  briefs  of  plaintifif 
and  defendant  with  the  addition  of  some  few 
longhand  notes  by  the  reporter  and  of  course 
the  opinion  of  the  court.  This  seems  to  be  a 
slipshod  method,  but  it  is  the  one  generally 
in  use.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  reports  as 
issued  should  cost  us  more  than  a  dollar  a  vol- 
ume, if  they  are  not  sent  free  to  libraries. 
United  States  documents  are  sent  free  to  libra- 
ries and  private  persons  have  to  pay  for 
them.  We  hear  no  complaint  about  this. 
Why  should  there  not  be  a  similar  library  dis- 
tribution or  special  sale  of  state  law  reports? 
Reports  of  various  United  States  bureaus  and 
of  various  state  commissions  and  departments 
involving  much  original  work  are  annually 
given  away;  the  law  reports  involve  no  original 
work  on  the  part  of  the  reporter,  all  the  work 
put  into  them  being  done  by  counsel  and 
judges.  These  government  reports  are  fre- 
quently fully  equipped  with  maps  and  plates; 
law  reports  are  solid  work,  large  type,  and 
are  **  fat  "work  for  the  printer,  and  yet  we 
have  to  pay  from  $2  to  $15  for  them. 

DIGESTS. 

Digests  as  a  rule  represent  more  faulty  man- 
agement and  poorer  work  if  possible  than  do 
reports.  No  one  state  has  an  official  digest 
maker,  but  so  far  as  I  know  they  are  all  made 
by  private  individuals,  who  secure  the  sanction 
if  not  approbation  of  the  state,  are  published  by 
private  parties,  and  are  put  on  the  market  at 
prices  out  of  all  comparison,  figures  running 
from  $5  to  $10  a  volume.  There  is  apparently 
no  sort  of  method  in  their  madness.  You  pay 
from  $10  to  $30  for  a  digest  one  year,  and  the 
next  year  another  appears,  as  inadequate  as  the 
first,  and  you  are  expected  to  welcome  this  with 
eagerness.  The  digest,  indeed,  is  generally 
inadequate,  being  too  often  the  work  of  com- 
pilers who  know  little  of  the  principles  of 
indexing,  of  subject  headings  or  cross  refer- 
ences. In  many  cases  it  is  next  to  impossible 
to  use  them  satisfactorily;  and  they  are  often 
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out  of  date  before  they  are  published,  being 
evidently  made  on  the  old  commonplace-book 
plan  instead  of  from  records  kept  on  cards  and 
printed  from  cards.  I  have  stopped  buying 
state  digests,  as  a  general  thing,  depending  on 
the  West  Publishing  Co.  digest  system.  These 
digests  have  headlines,  scope  notes,  cross  refer- 
ences, and  in  short  all  the  features  of  a  good 
catalog. 

Each  state  should  have  a  digesting  force  which 
should  publish  digests  at  cost.  The  annual 
index  of  session  laws  gotten  out  by  New  York 
State  Library  is  a  good  example  of  what  can  be 
done  in  this  direction.  This  is  compiled  on 
cards  and  comes  out  quite  promptly  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

SESSION   LAWS. 

Session  laws  are  about  the  most  unsatisfactory 
in  printing  and  binding  of  any  of  the  state  doc- 
uments, and  this  is  saying  about  all  that  can  be 
said.  Many  are  printed  on  pulp  paper  of  the 
coarsest  kind,  which  of  course  will  not  last, 
poorly  printed,  with  cheap  ink,  the  pages  not 
registering,  and  bound  in  half  or  three-quar- 
ter sheep,  generally  of  poor  quality.  A  few 
come  in  paper,  and  still  fewer  in  cloth. 
And  they  cost  50c.  to  $5  apiece.  I  corre- 
sponded with  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
states  and  territories  last  fall  relative  to 
putting  us  upon  their  free  list  and  only  18 
could  do  it.  Many  of  the  secretaries  of  state 
and  state  librarians  expressed  their  entire  will- 
ingness to  do  so  but  the  laws  forbade,  the 
usual  provision  being  that  the  session  laws 
should  be  sent  as  exchanges  to  state  libraries  or 
sold.  All  of  these  states  are  publishing  edu- 
cational, scientific,  or  sociological  reports,  better 
edited,  better  printed,  better  bound,  and  are 
giving  them  away  by  the  thousands  to  libraries 
and  private  individuals,  and  paying  transporta- 
tion on  them  at  the. same  time,  but  the  session 
laws  are  withheld  from  free  distribution.  This 
matter  of  distribution  is  one,  I  believe,  sus- 
ceptible of  change,  and  of  change  without  any 
trouble,  through  a  simple  bill  putting  the  whole 
matter  of  distribution  in  hands  of  the  secretary  of 
state  or  state  librarian.  Now,  a  few  words  on 
the  subject  of  paper,  printing,  and  binding. 
The  reports  are  generally  printed  on  fairly  good 
book  paper.  Those  published  by  certain  law 
book  firms  are  printed  on  good  quality  of  pa- 
per ;  those  issued  by  some  of  the  states  are 
poorer  in  quality  and  some  paper  approaches 
cloMly  to  pulp  paper.    Not  infrequently  sev* 


eral  different  shades  of  paper  appear  In  one 
volume,  showing  that  no  pains  is  taken  to 
keep  up  stock  in  the  printing  house.  The 
reports  issued  by  private  concerns,  as  dis- 
tinguished by  those  published  by  the  state,  are 
generally  on  poorer  paper  than  the  reports 
published  by  the  state  ;  ink  and  presswork 
vary.  The  best  work,  as  before  said,  is  by  a 
few  law  firms.  As  to  the  binding,  all  librarians 
know  that  law  sheep  is  the  worst  binding  put 
on  the  market  to-day.  The  skin  Is  a  weak 
skin  to  begin  with,  as  all  wool-bearing  skins 
are  ;  it  is  split  and  the  inside  is  sold  as  chamois 
skin  ;  the  outside  is  tanned  by  the  use  of  strong 
mineral  acids,  and  these  are  not  properly 
"cleared  "  or  neutralized,  leaving  a  residuum 
which,  uniting  with  the  by-products  of  illumi- 
nating gas,  eats  the  leather.  So  it  disintegrates 
into  powder.  This  degenerating  process  only 
takes  from  five  to  ten  years,  according  to  the 
condition  of  skin,  and  amount  of  gas  used,  dry- 
ness of  air  and  heat  of  room.  A  heavy  Hollis- 
ton  cloth  would  be  far  better  as  to  covering  ; 
three-quarter  cowskin,  as  used  at  New  York 
State  Law  Library  and  University  of  Michigan, 
would  be  better  still,  and  three-quarter  Hauss- 
mann  morocco  would  be  best  of  all.  These  re- 
ports are  band-sewed  two  on,  on  three  strings, 
one  of  these  strings  being  cut  ofif  and  only  two 
laced  on  each  side.  The  lace  holes  are  even 
cut  with  a  circular  punch,  leaving  no  hole  for 
the  twine  at  all.  These  two  strings  are  gener- 
ally in  the  middle  of  the  book,  so  placed  that 
the  hand  may  easily  cover  them  for  conveni- 
ence in  forwarding,  thus  leaving  an  inch  or 
inch  and  a  half  at  top  and  bottom  with  no  fas- 
tening at  all.  This  tends  to  pry  the  book  right 
out  of  the  covers. 

Every  year  an  increasing  number  of  states 
are  turning  over  the  matter  of  distribution  of 
state  reports  and  session  laws  to  the  state 
library,  and  it  is  to  state  librarians  that  I  appeal 
for  reform  of  some  of  the  conditions  here 
noted.  It  is  but  a  step  from  the  distribution  of 
these  publications  to  their  printing  and  bind- 
ing, and  I  am  confident  that  by  individual  and 
concerted  action  much  can  be  done  toward  bet- 
tering the  publication  of  reports  and  statutes. 
As  to  digests,  if  one  state  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  abandon  jobbing  methods  and  to  employ  a 
competent  person  to  make  the  digest,  and  o£fer 
it  at  a  fair  price,  say  not  over  I5  a  volume,  it 
would  go  far  toward  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in 
this  direction. 
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METHODS  OF  INDUCING   CARE  OF  BOOKS.— I. 

By  Mary  Ella  Dousman,   Milwaukee^  (^w.)  Public  Library, 

TV/TR.  BLADES  in  his  comprehensive  little  of  the  day,  together  with  the  names  of  the  pub- 
work,  "The  enemies  of  books/' enum-  lishers,  and  forward  them  to  Miss  Biscoe,  li- 
erates  their  foes  as  Fire,  Water,  Gas  and  Heat,  brarian  of  the  Eau  Claire  Public  Library,  who 
Dust  and  Neglect,  Ignorance,  Bookworms  and  would  compile  statistics  on  the  subject.  In 
other  vermin.  Bookbinders,  and  Collectors.  summing  up  the  matter  Miss  Biscoe  says  "  that 

In  modern  times  conditions  have  changed,  and  the  trouble  lies  in  poor  sewing  both  of  the  sig- 

with  the  great  improvements  that  have  been  natures  to  each  other  and  of  the  signatures  to 

made   in    libraiy    construction    many  of    the  the  super;  in  hinges  made  of  nothing  stronger 

serious  menaces  to  the  safety  of  books,  in  libra-  than  cheese  cloth;  in  paper  which  is  either  not 

ries,  have  been  overcome.     In  the  past,  when  strong,  or  is  wrongly  imposed;  in  illustrations 

books  were   housed  in  all  sorts  of  buildings,  which  are  inserted  last  and  come  out  first." 
there  was  constant  danger  from  tire  and  damp-        The  demand  for  illustrations  may  in  some 

ness.     In  the  present,  buildings  intended  for  degree  justify  the  publishers  for  the  over-illus- 

library  purposes  are  made  as  nearly  fireproof  tration  of  many  books,  but  it  does  not  justify 

as   possible;  electricity   has    superseded    gas;  them  fur  the  manner  in  which  these  illustra- 

books  are  dusted,  occasionally,  at  least,  and  tions  are  inserted,  nor  does  it  excuse  them  for 

bookworms  no  longer  flourish.     Dr.  Garnett,  in  poor  sewing  and  light  weight  covers  such  as  are 

his  preface  to  Blades's  treatise,  says  that  all  used  in  Doubleday*s  "  Boy's  book  of    inven- 

enemies  of  books  might  be  summed  up  under  tions"  and  numerous  other  books.      Another 

the  one  head  of  Ignorance.  cause  for  complaint  is  bindings  too   light  in 

Bookbinders  can  hardly  be  called  ignorant,  color.    Publishers  tell  us  as  a  reason  for  this  that 

and  yet  in  making  research  for  causes  of  the  they  sell.     But  the  libraries    throughout  the 

ill-used  condition  of  books  in  libraries,  the  bur-  country  surely  purchase  a  large  enough  per- 

den  of  complaint  may  be  laid  upon  the  publish-  centage  of  the  books  published  to  be  entitled  to 

ers.     The  number  of  books,  with  loose  pages,  a  choice  in  the  matter  of  binding.    What  can 

worn  and  shabby  covers,  which  pile  up  on  the  possibly  be  more  unsuitable  for  use  in  a  public 

repair  shelves  is  nothing  short  of  alarming,  es-  library  than  the  binding  of  "  The  story  of  little 

pecially  in  small  libraries  where  the  appropria-  Jane  and  me  "  ?    How  can  we  expect  a  little 

tion  is  small  and  all  the  surplus  is  needed  for  child  from  the  street  to  keep  such  a  cover  clean? 

new  books  and  other  essentials.  We  want  beautiful  covers,  but  of  suitable  col- 

The   work  of  repairing,  when  done  by  the  ors. 
librarian,  is  an  arduous  task,  beside  taking  her        Another  serious  cause  for  the  soiled  and  dog> 

time  from  more  vital  matters.     The  books  must  eared  condition  of  books  in  libraries  is  due  to 

be  saved  and  she  mends  them,  but  not  in  a  the  lack  of  training  which  children  receive  in 

meek,  submissive   frame  of  mind.    The  time  the  matter  of  respect  for  inanimate  objects  in 

has  passed  when  librarians  submit  to  poor  bind-  general.     In  most  children  there  seems  to  be  an 

ings  without  protest.  inherent  destructive  tendency  which  manifests 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Library  itself  very  early  in  the  misuse  of  toys  and  other 

Association,  held  in  Milwaukee,  February  22  and  playthings.     Instead  of  checking  or  controlling 

23,  1899,  resolutions  were  passed  by  which  the  this  tendency  to  mutilate,  children  are  given 

association  co-operated  with  the  State  Depart-  books  or  papers  to  tear  or  cut  for  amusement, 

ment  of  Public  Instruction  in  measures  to  se-  and  are  also   permitted  to  ruthlessly  misuse 

cure  the  better  bindings  of  books  purchased  for  household  articles  of  various  sorts.     If  all  the 

the  libraries  of  the  state.     In  accordance  with  poor  abused  toys  had  tongues  what  a  babble  of 

these  resolutions  letters  were  sent  to  the  dififer-  sounds  their  complaints    would   make  !    This 

ent  libraries  in  the  state  asking  them  to  prepare  careless  use  of  things  grows  upon  a  child,  and 

listi  of  the  more  poorly  bound  popular  books  wheq  he  enters  school  and  his  street  career  be- 
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fins,  the  soiled,  defaced  school  books,  the  cut 
and  mutilated  deslcs,  the  challc  marlcs  on  build- 
ings, are  evidences  that  he  has  not  been  tauf  ht 
"  that  every  quality  and  kind  of  man's  work  is 
self-expression,"  and  as  such  is  worthy  of  his 
respect.  He  has  not  been  taught  that  the  ob- 
jects with  which  he  is  most  familiar  are  made 
with  infinite  pains  and  care,  whether  it  is  the 
flagstone  under  his  feet,  a  beautiful  building,  a 
monument,  or  a  book  in  which  the  author  has 
given  with  much  thought  and  labor  the  best  ex- 
pression of  himself  of  which  he  is  capable. 

The  teaching  of  children  to  respect  property, 
both  private  and  public,  has  been  much  neg- 
lected, and  to  this  neglect  the  misuse  of  books 
in  libraries  is  largely  due.  Organizations  such 
as  the  Audubon  Society,  the  Village  and  Town 
Improvement  Society,  the  Waring  Street  Clean- 
ing Brigade,  have  accomplished  a  wonderful 
work  in  developing  the  protective  side  of  the 
child's  nature.  The  annual  observation  of  Ar- 
bor Day  in  the  schools  emphasizes  the  beauty 
of  nature  and  teaches  the  lesson  that  the  child 
is  not  to  work  for  himself  alone,  but  that  he 
owes  something  to  those  who  come  after  him. 

The  beautifying  of  school  rooms  and  school 
grounds  develops  a  taste  for  order,  neatness, 
and  beauty,  and  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
character  of  the  child.  The  library,  holding 
in  its  care  a  valuable  public  property,  must  do 
its  part  in  developing  among  the  children  the 
protective  spirit  which  is  the  foundation  of 
good  civic  citizenship.  The  opportunities  for 
inculcating  this  principle  are  limitless  in  chil- 
dren's departments.  A  sense  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility and  ownership  develops  among  the 
children  with  the  possession  of  a  room  of  their 
own,  and  the  better  care  of  books  results. 
The  value  of  co-operation  and  the  magic  of 
"together"  are  silently  but  forcefully  instilled 
in  the  children  by  teaching  them  to  replace  the 
books  on  the  shelves.  The  order  and  arrange- 
ment is  thus  learned,  the  method  of  placing 
the  books  on  the  shelves,  the  use  of  the  book 
support,  to  say  nothing  of  the  spirit  of  mutual 
helpfulness  which  is  inculcated. 

Encouragement  and  commendation  to  induce 
care  of  books  does  more  good  than  fault  find- 
ing. The  expression  of  satisfaction  on  the 
face  of  a  child  when  he  returns  a  book  clean 
and  whole  as  when  he  drew  it,  should  call  forth 
a  word  of  praise,  which  may  easily  be  spoken 
in  a  tone  which  will  reach  the  ear  of  the  chil- 


dren standing  near.  This  arouses  a  spirit  of 
emulation. 

Better  care  of  books  will  be  induced  by  the  man' 
ner  in  which  assistants  handle  them.  When  a 
book  is  returned  it  should  be  taken  from  a 
child  in  a  courteous  manner,  and,  if  he  is  not 
expected  to  replace  it  on  the  shelf,  it  should  be 
laid  aside  as  quietly  and  gently  as  possible. 
The  order  of  the  shelves  should  not  be  neg- 
lected and  frequent  tours  about  the  room  to 
straighten  the  books  will  tend  to  make  children 
more  careful.  A  book  should  be  handed^  not 
shoved  at  a  child ^  when  issued. 

Perfect  courtesy  and  fairness  in  the  admin- 
istration will  have  a  marked  influence  on  the 
behavior  of  the  children. 

Books  should  be  collated,  injuries  noted,  and 
the  children  encouraged  to  report  loose  pages, 
pencil  marks,  or  other  defacements.  Books 
should  be  discarded  before  they  are  too  much 
soiled,  as  their  use  induces  careless  habits. 

Careful  distinction  should  be  made  between 
malicious  injury  and  natural  wear  and  tear. 
The  number  of  books  which  are  mutilated  with 
intent  by  children  is  comparatively  small.  It 
is  the  student  and  grown  people  who  commit 
atrocities.  During  x8  months'  experience  in  a 
children's  room  only  one  book  marked  with 
obscene  writing  has  been  discovered  ;  only  a 
very  few  cut  or  marred.  Sometimes  the  temp- 
tation to  cut  is  too  great,  as  in  the  case  of 
Eggleston's  "  First  book  in  American  history," 
in  which,  as  you  will  remember,  the  map  of  the 
United  States  is  printed  on  several  pages,  show- 
ing on  each  successive  page  the  states  as  they 
were  admitted  to  the  Union.  To  make  the 
map  complete  certain  dotted  lines  must  be  cut. 
On  the  lines  is  printed  "cut  here"  and  occa- 
sionally an  investigating  child  will  "cut  here" 
to  see  how  it  looks,  and  we  can  hardly  blame 
him.  He  merely  wanted  "to  see  the  wheels 
go  round." 

The  marking  of  books  with  pencil  is  an  ob- 
jectionable ofifense,  but  some  toleration  should 
be  exercised  with  children  as  they  are  often  too 
young  to  realize  that  it  is  wrong.  If  books 
marked  are  carefully  cleaned  and  a  sentiment 
aroused  against  such  acts,  the  number  marked 
will  diminish. 

The  turning  down  of  pages  to  mark  the 
place  may  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  use 
of  book-marks  in  the  library.  Book-marks 
such  as  the  Maxson  may  be  obtained  free  of  cost 
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by  using  the  reverse  side  for  advertising  pur- 
poses. A  book-mark  issued  by  the  Wisconsin 
Free  Library  Commission  is  excellent.  The 
story  from  the  Mazson  book-mark  is  printed  on 
one  side  with  a  little  pledge  below  it,  which 
the  children  are  asked  to  sign  when  they  have 
read  the  books  printed  on  the  rounds  of  a  lad- 
der on  the  other  side.  The  "climbing"  list  is 
intended  for  third  and  fourth  grade  children. 
A  book-cover,  also  distributed  by  the  commis- 
sion, has  a  story  on  one  side  in  which  the  chil- 
dren are  asked  to  put  these  little  "  overcoats" 
on  the  books  while  they  are  reading  and  car- 
rying them  to  and  from  the  library.  Twenty 
thousand  copies  made  of  strong  manilla  paper 
were  furnished  free  by  a  railway  company  for 
the  advertisement  on  the  back  cover. 

In  the  case  of  extreme  carelessness  or 
intentional '  misuse  of  books  no  method  has 
been  as  effective  as  the  making  of  an  ob- 
ject lesson  of  the  disfigured  book  by  hang- 
ing it  in  a  conspicuous  place  with  a  notice 
calling  attention  to  the  injury  and  asking 
the  opinion  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  regard 
to  such  ofifenses.  The  answers  are  sometimes 
most  amusing,  but  they  show  disapproval  in 
every  instance.  This  method  may  be  varied  or 
elaborated  as  much  as  the  occasion  seems  to  re- 
quire. An  old  method  was  to  post  the  name  of 
the  offender.  A  book  well  cared  for  might  be 
posted  with  the  name  of  the  last  borrower. 

Library  leagues  and  pledges  are  powerful 
agents  in  arousing  among  children  a  sense  of 
personal  responsibility  for  the  care  of  books. 
The  organizing  of  leagues  in  the  schools  is  do- 
ing good  work  in  many  places.  In  Evanston, 
Illinois,  more  than  half  of  the  school  popula- 
tion belong  to  the  league,  and  many  other  places 
could  make  an  equally  good  showing. 

The  co-operation  of  teachers  is  necessary  for 
effective  work  and  may  be  enlisted  by  visits  to 
the  schools  by  the  librarian,  or  by  sending  a 
tactful  and  suggestive  circular  stating  the  meth- 
ods used  in  the  library  to  induce  care  of  books 
and  asking  for  their  adoption  in  the  schools. 


Informal  talks  to  the  children  in  the  library 
and  the  schools  on  the  art  of  printing,  paper 
making,  binding,  showing  the  manual  labor  in- 
volved in  making  books,  will  enhance  their 
value  ;  call  attention  to  their  beauty  and  cost, 
and,  most  important  of  all,  help  them  to 
realize  that  books  contain  the  living  thoughts 
of  great  men  and  women  and  are  therefore  en- 
titled to  respect. 

Children  should  be  shown  [how  to  properly 
open  a  book,  how  to  put  it  in  an  upright  posi- 
tion on  the  shelf,  use  of  the  book  support,  how 
to  take  it  out  without  breaking  the  back. 
Where  the  children  visit  the  library  by  grades 
or  classes  this  can  be  done  and  the  results  ac- 
complished would  certainly  pay  for  the  time  so 
spent. 

Open  shelves  and  the  freedom  offered  chil- 
dren is  in  one  way  a  temptation  to  vandalism, 
and  constant  and  unremitting  efforts  must  be 
made  to  teach  them  to  make  right  use  of  this 
freedom. 

Soiled  books  are  the  greatest  trial  and  the 
teaching  of  cleanliness  is  difficult.  A  wash- 
room is  a  most  necessary  adjunct  to  a  children's 
room.  The  children  should  be  sent  there  when 
occasion  requires,  but  in  a  tactful  and  quiet 
manner.  The  home  surroundings  and  condi- 
tions should  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
patience  and  forbearance  shown  the  little  waifs. 
It  is  part  of  the  duty  #/*  children's  librarian  to 
teach  the  beauty  of  cleanliness.  She  must  be 
heart  and  soul  with  every  movement  for  the 
improvement  of  the  surroundings  of  the  young, 
for  in  this  lies  the  solution  of  many  of  her  prob- 
lems ;  as  Plato  so  beautifully  says  :  "Young  citi- 
zens must  not  be  allowed  to  grow  up  amongst 
images  of  evil  lest  their  souls  assimilate  the 
ugliness  of  their  surroundings.  Rather  they 
should  be  like  men  living  in  a  beautiful  and 
healthy  place;  from  everything  that  they  see 
and  hear,  loveliness  like  a  breeze  should  pass 
into  their  souls  and  teach  them  without  their 
knowing  it  the  truth,  of  which  beauty  is  the 
manifestation." 


FOSTER. 
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METHODS  OF  INDUCING  CARE  OF  BOOKS.— II. 


By  W.  E.  Foster,  Providence  {R.  /.)  Public  Library. 


'T^HE  program  has  most  appropriately  set 
^  down  this  subject  as  one  of  the  sub-di- 
visions of  the  work  with  children.  In  our  own 
library,  as  probably  in  every  other,  its  bearings 
are  not  exclusively  upon  the  use  of  the  books 
by  children,  but  are  regarded  as  important  in 
connection  with  every  department  of  the  libra- 
ry's work.  Let  me  mention,  however,  one  sig- 
nificant fact,  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  ob- 
serve. Throughout  every  one  of  the  ten  open- 
shelf  rooms  in  the  building,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  the  children's  quarters,  we  are 
obliged  to  put  up  a  placard,  reading  as  fol- 
lows: "Please  leave  the  books  on  the  tables  for 
the  attendant  to  replace."  So  little  have  we 
been  able  to  depend  on  the  ability  of  the  aver- 
age adult  reader  to  return  the  book  to  its  proper 
place.  In  the  children's  library,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  now  possible  to  trust  the  children 
themselves  to  place  each  book  where  it  belongs. 

I  cannot  better  describe  the  situation  there 
than  in  the  words  of  Mrs.  Root,  the  children's 
librarian,  who  has  written  out  her  account  of  it 
for  me: 

*'  The  location  of  these  rooms  was  selected 
with  great  care,  so  that  they  should  profit  by 
all  the  possible  advantages  of  warm,  bright 
sunshine  and  pure  air,  growing  plants  and 
ferns,  and  the  five — and  no  more  —  choice 
copies  of  masterpieces  of  art  on  its  walls.  Into 
this  children's  library,  with  its  4000  books  on 
open  shelves,  were  turned  loose  on  the  opening 
day  some  two  or  three  hundred  children,  who 
had  never  before  had  access  to  open  shelves 
in  this  way.  Their  interest  was  intense,  but  the 
confusion  among  the  books  was  indescribable, 
and  suggested  a  possibility  of  spoiling  the  child 
by  the  very  excess  of  privileges.  We  had 
heaxd  of  Miss  Eastman's  **  library  league  "  at 
the  Cleveland  Public  Library,  and  here  seemed 
just  the  time  and  place  to  attempt  such  a  work, 
by  appealing  to  the  protective  instinct  which  is 
so  strong  in  boys  and  girls.  We  say  little  about 
dirty  hands,  but  ask,  first  of  all,  the  boys  and 
girls  to  help  take  care  of  the  books,  and  this  in- 
cludes keeping  them  in  order  on  the  shelves 
and  keeping  them  from  being  soiled  when  in 


use.  This  responsibility  presupposes  trust; 
and  it  has  worked  admirably.  To  place  signs 
on  the  walls  —  'A  book  must  be  returned  to 
its  place  on  the  shelf,'  or  '  Books  must  be 
handled  with  care'  —  is  sometimes  too  strong  a 
suggestion  to  a  contrary  boy-nature  to  do  di. 
rectly  otherwise,  but  if  we  can  make  these  chil- 
dren feel  that  they  are  helpers  —  indispensable 
helpers — the  battle  is  half  won.  Often  our 
boys  are  seen  going  to  shelves  and  straighten- 
ing out  rows  of  books  which  some  less  careful 
child  had  displaced.  Over  and  over  again,  be- 
fore a  book  had  been  charged,  the  boy  or  girl 
has  called  attention  to  some  damage  already 
done  to  the  book.  Pencil  marks  are  thus 
erased,  which  if  left  in  the  book  would  have 
been  a  strong  inducement  to  add  still  others. 
As  included  in  the  original  plan,  a  convenient 
lavatory  is  connected  with  the  children's  rooms, 
with  a  set-bowl  where  dirty  hands  can  be  made 
clean,  but  it  is  now  only  rarely  used,  and  for 
new  recruits.  When  the  books  for  these  rooms 
were  first  moved  over  from  the  old  quarters 
about  one-half  of  them  were  covered  with 
manila  paper  to  keep  them  from  soiling.-  Grad- 
ually, these  paper  covers  are  becoming  discon- 
tinued, until  now  only  about  half  of  them  re- 
main as  they  were  when  the  removal  was  made. 
There  is  no  apprehension  now  felt  that  we 
shall  ever  again  be  obliged  to  resort  to  covering 
paper  for  any  such  reason;  and  the  book  now 
makes  a  very  much  more  direct  and  inviting  ap- 
peal to  the  young  readers  who  visit  the  shelves 
of  this  room. 

''Our  strongest  efiforts,  in  these  last  three 
months,  have  been  to  familiarize  the  children 
with  their  room.  We  hope  to  make  them  feel 
that  it  is  a  place  where  they  are  always  at 
home  —  a  place  to  love  and  also  respect.  We 
desire  that  these  few  pictures  on  the  walls  shall 
be  old  friends;  and  so  we  allow  every 
League  child  to  select  his  favorite  from  among 
them,  in  the  shape  of  a  "  Perry  picture,"  which 
he  may  take  home  and  mount,  and  thus  have 
for  his  own.  The  whole  use  of  the  children's 
quarters,  by  the  children,  has  been  an  impres- 
sive testimony  to  the  effectiveness  of  these  ideal 
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surroundings,  in  appealing  to  the  best  instincts  The  book-mark  used  in  connection  with  the 

of  children.     Not  only  have  there  been  no  dis-  Library    League   work  is  the    Maxson  book- 

turbances  or  disorder,  even  on  days  when  the  mark,  which  has  become  familiar  in  Cleveland 

rooms  were  crowded  with  almost  twice  as  many  and  other  cities,  and  is  used  only  with  the  books 

children  as  there  were  accommodations  for,  but  which  are  issued  from  the  Children's  Library, 

there  has  been  only  the  very  slightest  tendency  A  book-mark  which  embodies    similar  useful 

to  disorder  on  any  occasion.  suggestions  had  already  been  used  for  several 

The  Library  League  enrollment  (with  as  yet  years,  with  much  success,  in  the  books  issued 

no  canvass  of  the  schools)  has  grown  to  554  in  to  adult  readers  in  the  old  building;  and  this 

the  eight  weeks  from  April  7  to  June  2.     "  We  embodied,  for  the  most  part,  the  items  included 

never  ask,'*  says  Mrs.  Root,  "the  large  boys  or  in    the    "Suggestions"    to    readers    on     the 

girls  to  join  the  League,  yet  they  often  ask  to  be  care    of    books,  published   by  the   library   in 

allowed  to  join.'*  1898.  . 


CHILDREN'S  BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

By   Abby    L.    Sargent,    Librarian  Medford  (Mass,)    Public    Library, 

f^  ERMAN  legend  tells  us  of  an  enchanted  that  weaken  and  lower,  rather  than  strengthen 

^"^    castle,  overgrown  with  flowers,  the  door  of  and  elevate.     It  is  the  unconscious  absorption 

which  is  opened  by  the  little  schlUssel  blutne  —  of  what  is  best  which  will  have  a  lasting  effect 

key  flower — our  common  primrose.      Inside,  for  good. 

the  castle  is  filled  with  treasures  of  gold  and  There  is  no  royal  road  to  a  knowledge  of  the 

precious  stones,  while  on  the  wall  is  inscribed  good  or  evil  in  the  books  we  are  putting  on  our 

the  motto,  "take  what  you  will,  but  be  sure  you  shelves;   no  one  of  us  is  omniscient  in  these 

choose  the  best."     So  we  would  have  our  chil-  matters,  nor  can  we  lay  claim  to  the  essential 

dren's  rooms  places  of  enchantment,   but  our  demanded  by  Lord  Curzon,  "An  intelligent  ap- 

motto  should  be  "  here  is  only  the  best."    With  preciation  of  events  before  they  occur." 

these  rooms  springing  up  in  all  libraries,  with  But  have  we  a  right  to  add  to   our  libra- 

the  increased  facilities  and  inducements  we  are  ries  books  which   we   know    nothing    about  ? 

offering,  there  is  increased  need  for  care  and  Should  we  not  read  and  read  carefully  every 

judgment  in  the  selection  of  books.  book  which  we  put  before  our  younger  patrons? 

Men  and  women  of  literary  tastes  have  some-  Is  it  not  better  to  cling  to  those  which  have 
times  attributed  their  love  of  books  to  having  stood  the  test  of  time,  rather  than  to  collect 
tumbled  about  a  library  as  children.  But  we  those  books  which  at  the  least  lower  the  stand- 
find  that,  as  a  rule,  they  tumbled  amongst  very  ard  of  taste,  and  may  do  incalculable  harm  ? 
different  books  from  those  with  which  many  of  By  reading  and  re-reading  a  good  book,  it  be- 
our  libraries  are  flooded — The  Bible,  Homer,  comes  as  much  a  part  of  a  child's  atmosphere 
Chaucer,  Shakespeare,  the  "Arabian  nights,"  as  the  air  he  breathes.  Well-written  books  are 
"Pilgrim's  progress,"  with  much  that  Lowell  not  of  necessity  oppressively  good  and  tiresome, 
would  call  the  "  literature  suited  to  desolate  nor  loose  and  slipshod  English  witty  and  enter- 
Islands."  In  a  catalog  of  books  for  young  taining.  Illustrations  like  those  in  the  recent 
people,  issued  by  one  of  our  leading  libraries  edition  of  "  Mrs.  Leicester's  school"  go  far 
last  year,  may  be  counted  90  titles  of  Oliver  toward  re-introducing  on  their  own  merits  some 
Optic,  48  of  Alger,  49  of  Fosdick,  11  of  Susan  of  the  discarded  classics.  Many  a  book  which 
Warner.  This  is  only  one  of  many  similar  seems  dull  and  uninteresting  may  be  made 
catalogs.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  even  the  quite  attractive,  if  we  take  the  trouble  to  read 
brains  of  a  Lincoln,  a  Gladstone,  a  Darwin  or  from  it  to  the  children  or  to  tell  them  a  little  of 
a  Spencer,  would  have  softened  on  such  literary  its  story.  This  may  be  too  much  to  expect  in  a 
manna.  library  where  one  weary  soul  fulfils  all  its  nu- 

A  taste  for  good  reading  cannot  be  developed  merous  duties;  but  no  community  Is  so  forlorn 

on  a  daily  diet  of  insipid  twaddle  —  of  books  that  some  cultured,  sympathetic  person  can  not 
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be  found  who  will  gladly  draw  the  children  into  Juvenile  periodicals  also  need  the  same  careful 
a  corner  of  the  library  and  open  to  them  the  scrutiny  as  do  books.  St.  Nicholas,  without  the 
world  of  better  literature.  Unhappily  we  can  watchful  care  that  Mrs.  Dodge  formerly  gave, 
not  begin  with  the  grandmothers  as  Dr.  Holmes  is  deteriorating  as  to  its  literary  contributions; 
suggested,  but  it  lies  largely  in  our  power  to  other  magazines  that  we  have  been  accustomed 
make  good  reading  more  attractive  than  bad.  to  depend  upon,  are  even  worse.  We  need  a 
All  this  applies  mainly  to  works  of  fiction,  since  carefully  edited  magazine  which  would  reprint 
we  must  of  necessity  be  guided  in  our  choice  of  earlier  and  better  literature.  Such  material  as 
science,  art,  and  history  by  specialists.  Charles   Eliot    Norton   has    collected    in    the 

We  are  all  agreed  that  purity  of  English,  hu-  *'  Heart  of  oak  books  "  might  easily  be  adapted 
man  sympathy,  high  purpose,  lessons  of  hero-  to  this  use,  and  do  away  with  the  worse  than 
ism  and  moral  courage,  with  good  illustrations,  useless  stories  so  common  and  unfortunately  so 
constitute  qualities  which  we  ought  to  demand  popular  in  the  periodicals  of  to-day.  Dr.  Ed- 
in  children's  books.  Purity  of  English  is  ward  R.  Shaw,  of  New  York  University,  has 
placed  first  intentionally  —  the  others  will  done  excellent  work  in  eliminating  from  some 
follow.  I  like  to  think  that  one  of  the  never-  of  the  classics,  what  is  not  essential  to  the  story , 
ending  charms  of  the  old-fashioned  fairy  tales  without  detracting  from  its  interest, 
lies  in  their  quaint  and  graceful  diction.  Can  Children  do  not  need  or  crave  so  much  fiction 
one  imagine  Jack  of  the  beanstalk,  giddy  and  as  older  people.  We  can  afiford  to  go  slowly  for 
thoughtless  though  he  was,  uttering  the  un-  them  here.  Naturally  receptive,  the  world  of 
holy  language  of  the  little  heroes  of  "The  history,  biography,  and  travel  appeals  as  much 
drums  of  the  Fore  and  Aft,"  or  the  unwarrant-  or  more  to  their  imagination  than  a  representa- 
able  vulgarity  of  ''Stalky  and  Co."  ?  Could  tion  of  their  own  world.  We  are  apt  to  under- 
either  of  these  or  any  of  their  ilk  have  begun  estimate  their  capacity  in  assuming  that  they 
with  those  delicious  words,  "  once  upon  a  time"?    can  not  appreciate  or  understand  what  lies  out- 

The  field  of  good  literature  is  broader  to-day,  side  their  own  experience.  It  is  the  verdict  of 
and  more  intelligent  work  is  being  done  for  all  librarians  who  admit  to  the  shelves,  that 
children  than  ever  before.  We  need  only  be  young  people  will  choose  much  better  and  ma- 
sureto  cho9se  the  best.  Why  should  we  encour-  turer  books  than  when  obliged  to  select  from  a 
age  the  "  book  scorcher/'  by  storing  for  him  the  catalog.  It  is  especially  noticeable  where  access 
grist  that  is  annually  turned  out  of  the  publish-  is  given  to  the  entire  library,  that  they  often 
er*s  hopper?  The  taste  for  what  is  good  is  choose  those  which  require  considerable  study 
destroyed  by  gratifying  this  insatiable  desire  and  puzzling  over.  More  good  can  be  accom- 
for  weak  or  highly  spiced  books.  Everything  plished  with  fewer  books  well  chosen  than  with 
of  this  sort  should  be  conspicuous  only  by  its  a  large  number  of  this  undesirable  overwrought 
absence,  and  no  attendant  should  ever  be  per-  literature.  We  may  perhaps  lose  a  few  patrons 
mitted  to  say  "we  don't  consider  that  good  for  who  ask  in  vain  for  "  Peck's  bad  boy  "  or  the 
children."  sequel  to  "  Elsie's  grandchildren,"  but  if  such 

If  many  of  the  books  written  for  girls  to-day  as  these  are  all  that  a  boy  or  a  girl  will  read,  is 
are  vapid  and  inane,  chiefly  filled  up  with  ex-  the  library  fulfilling  its  mission  as  an  educa- 
pletives  and  an  exaggerated  use  of  adjectives,  tional  institution  in  catering  to  the  demand  ? 
or  calculated  to  emulate  the  pious  little  frauds  Were  we  united  in  our  strength  to  condemn  all 
whom  Miss  Agnes  Repplier  describes  in  her  books  of  weak  and  harmful  tendencies,  it  would 
essay  on  "Little Pharisees  in  fiction," those  for  go  far  to  discourage  their  publication.  Our 
boys  are  too  often  lurid,  slangy,  crammed  so  juvenile  constituents  will  soon  outgrow  our 
thickly  with  events  that  their  readers  are  im-  leading  strings;  it  is  not  a  long  look  to  the  time 
patient  of  any  well- written  story.  The  children  when  they  will  be  the  leaders  in  our  town  or 
of  the  present  are  very  far  away  from  those  of  city  afifairs.  Now  is  our  golden  opportunity  to 
Mrs.  Sherwood  and  Miss  Edgeworth.  If  these  shape  their  tastes,  so  that  when  they,  too,  have 
latter  seem  dull  and  priggish,  at  least  they  did  become  Olympians — (no  doubt  our  trustees)  — 
not  consider  themselves  the  most  important  they  will  endorse  and  encourage  our  endeavors, 
actors  in  the  drama  of  life  —  their  elders  merely  and  help  us  to  keep  intact  the  motto  of  our  associ- 
•upcrnumeraries.  ation,  "  the  best  reading  for  the  largest  number." 
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PICTURE  WORK  IN  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIES. 

By  Clara  W.   Hunt,  Newark  (N.  /.)  Public  Library, 

13  EMEMBERING  that  the  placid  self  assur-  written,  interesting,  and  attractive  in  make-up. 

ance  with  which  the  dabbler  in  a  subject  So,  in  order  to  make  her  list  long  enough  for 

is  wont  to  profifer  advice  to  the  specialist  in  his  the  temporary    rush,   the  children's  librarian 

field  is  a  weakness  common  to  all  human  na-  must  include  many  references  for  her  bulletin, 

ture,  it  will  not  surprise  you  to  hear  that  one  which  are  of  doubtful  value  as  information  and 

who  cannot,  yet,  properly  claim  to  be  a  chil-  perfectly  worthless  as  literature, 

dren's  librarian,  and  who  has  had  no  actnal  Now,  I  think  this  object  is  mistaken  in  the 

experience  in  picture  bulletin  work,  neverthe-  first  place.     If  I  were  to  use  the  picture  bulle- 

less  has  decided  opinions  on  the  subject  and  tin  as  a  bait,  I  should  make  it  my  aim  to  lure 

even  presumes  to  dififer  from  most  of  those  who  the  boy  from  Stratemeyer  and  Tomlinson  and 

have  prepared  such  exhibits  time  after  time.  Trowbridge  to  tasting   such  manly  books  as 

It  is   not  the   enjoyment  of  the  sensation  of  **  Men  of  iron,"  "Cadet  days,"  "We  all,"'*Tom 

being   "contrary,"  but  an  honest  belief  that  Paulding,"  "  The  boy  emigrants."    In  the  chil- 

much  of  this  work  is  a  fruitless  outlay  of  time,  dren's  room  our  reports  should  be  expressed  in 

that  puts  me  with  a  hopeless  minority  in  the  different  terms  than  in  the  adult  department, 

discussion  of  this  question.  Instead  of  thinking  it  the  acme  of  attainment 

To  begin  with,  one  can  readily  see,  without  when  the  "hundreds"  per  cent,  is  large,  one 
having  prepared  a  bulletin  oneself,  that  they  should  aspire  to  show  that  the  percentage  of 
cost  a  great  deal  in  time,  thought,  and  labor,  use  of  the  best  books  has  increased.  We  could 
and  more  or  less  in  money.  For  hunting  up  express  more  fairly  the  good  that  is  being  done 
the  pictures,  cutting  them  out  carefully,  mount-  by  the  children's  department  if  it  were  feasible 
ing  them  neatly,  classifying  and  filing,  looking  to  classify  all  "  j"  books  by  grades  of  excel- 
up  references  and  making  lists,  arranging  pic-  lence  so  that  our  reports  would  show  whether 
tures  on  the  walls  all  use  an  amount  of  time  the  child  who  used  to  read  only  third  rate 
which,  if  put  down  in  black  and  white,  would,  books  is  now  choosing  the  best  children's  liter- 
I  think,  astonish  the  one  who  attempted  the  ature.  To  accomplish  this  would  be  a  greater 
work.  However,  the  cost  would  be  unworthy  triumph  than  to  put  into  circulation  some  of 
of  consideration  if  one  could  feel  sure  that  the  the  doggerel  which  is  called  8xi  and  the  idiotic 
results  obtained  justified  the  expense.  But  do  books  on  nature  topics  which  we  dignify  by 
they  ?  the  name  of  science. 

So  far  as  I  can  discover  the  underlying  aim  The  children's  room  should  be  a  place  of  in- 

of  most  picture  bulletins  is  to  entice  the  child  spiration,  above  all  things.     We  should  bend 

away  from  his  story  books  to  carrying  home  our  efforts  first  to  winning  the  enthusiastic  loy- 

biography,    science,   history,  anything   which  alty  of  the  growing  lads  and  lassies  so  that  they 

will  instruct  the  young  person  —  anything  in  will  not  drop  out  of  the  library  as  they  drop 

short   classed    in    a  "hundred"   rather  than  out  of  school;  and,  second,  to  setting  them  on 

in  plain  "F."    At  least  in  the  children's  room  the  road  to  a  taste  for  good  literature;  and  I 

we    ought    to    cut    loose   from   the  idea  that  think  these  ends  are  to  be  attained  chiefly  by 

a  book  is  better  because  it  is  not  a  story  book  ;  means  of  the  story  books,  fascinatingly  inter- 

for  usually  the  contrary  is  true  here.    Those  esting,  well  written,  and  of  healthy,  stimulat- 

who  have  tried  to  make  up  a  general  list  of  ing,  moral  tone. 

thoroughly  excellent  books  for  young  people  But  suppose  this  object  of  the  picture  bulletin 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  a  large  number  is  worth  whil^ ,  does  it  really  accomplish  what  it 
of  works  of  science,  travel,  biography,  as  good  sets  out  to  do  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  interest 
in  their  line  as  many  of  the  juvenile  story  in  a  certain  line  of  books  awakened  by  the  pic- 
books.  It  takes  very  little  paper  for  a  list  of  tures  is  of  a  most  transient  character?  If  we 
books  of  information  which  are  reliable,  well  were  to  put  on  the  one  side  the  amount  of  time 
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and  labor  involved  in  getting  up  an  exhibit, 
and  over  against  it  the  results  brought  about,  is 
it  at  all  clear  that  the  end  justifies  the  out- 
lay? 

I  have  another  point  against  the  very  free  use 
of  the  bulletin.  To  me,  mounted  scraps  seem 
somewhat  out  of  place  as  a  decorative  feature 
in  a  large,  noble  library  room.  They  jar  on 
one's  sense  of  the  fitness  of  things  somewhat,  as 
would  crazy  patchwork  here  and  there  in  an 
otherwise  dignified  drawing  room.  I  like  better 
framed  pictures,  real  works  of  art  which  are  a 
permanent  feature  of  the  walls,  with  beautiful 
statuettes  in  the  niches,  and  plants  in  the  win- 
dows, reserving  for  bulletin  purposes  a  modest 
board  where  notices,  clippings,  scrap-pictures 
or  timely  subjects,  etc.,  may  be  posted. 

But  there  is  something  more  serious  than  any 
of  these  things  to  be  considered.  When  we  say 
•'Children's  Department"  or  "Children's  Room" 
of  the  library,  we  are  apt  to  have  stand  out  so 
strongly  in  our  minds  the  /irst  two  words  of  the 


phrase  that  we  forget  the  words  "of  the  library" 
altogether.  We  should  remember,  first  and  al- 
ways, that  this  is  a  library ^  not  a  kindergarten, 
not  a  normal  school  practice  department,  neither 
is  it  an  art  gallery  or  an  exhibition  room.  It  is 
entirely  contrary  to  library  principles  to  make 
the  reading-room  a  show  place  which  will  attract 
sightseers  whose  coming  in  distracts  the  students 
and  readers.  Because  we,  for  the  convenience 
of  adults  and  the  advantage  to  the  children,  put 
the  latter  in  a  separate  room,  we  should  stren- 
uously endeavor  not  to  dissipate  the  library  at- 
mosphere for  the  children  by  the  separation. 
We  should  guard  with  jealous  care  the  bookish 
spirit  and  influence  of  the  place,  and  trusting  to 
the  charm  of  the  books  themselves,  the  beauty 
of  the  room,  and  the  inspiration  of  the  chil- 
dren's librarian  to  draw  and  keep  the  young 
people,  I  am  confident  that  it  is  possible,  with- 
out making  the  boys  and  girls  feel  under  any 
irksome  restraint,  to  realize  the  ideal  library 
aroma  here  as  in  the  main  reading  room. 


PICTURE-WORK  IN  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIES.— II. 


By  Evva  L.  Moore,  Librarian  Scoville  Institute,  Oak  Park,  III, 


T^HE  question  that  constantly  forces  itself 
upon  the  thoughtful  library  worker  is: 
what  place  in  the  busy  library,  limited  as  to  in- 
come and  administrative  force,  has  this  subject 
of  pictures  ? 

At  Scoville  Institute,  we  direct  our  efiforts  as 
far  as  pictures  are  concerned  along  three  defi- 
nite lines. 

The  first  object  is  to  increase  the  children's 
appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  pictures  them- 
selves, their  main  idea  and  their  beauty;  to 
help  those  who  now  find  pleasure  in  a  truly 
good  picture  to  find  still  more  pleasure;  and 
what  we  particularly  aim  at  and  rejoice  over 
when  we  succeed,  is  the  creating  of  a  lov£  for 
and  delight  in  some  masterpiece  which  had 
been  little  cared  for  before. 

Pictures  and  plaster  casts  of  real  art  value 
should  have  a  permanent  place  upon  our  walls 
that  the  children  may  see  them  often  and  learn 
to  care  for  and  associate  them  with  their  room; 
but  few  of  us  can  afford  to  buy  them,  as  our 
funds  are  exhausted  long  before  the  necessary 
books  are  purchased  and  a  hundred  other 
wants  supplied.    This  difficulty,  however,  may 


be  met  in  part  at  least,  by  asking  the  loan 
for  a  few  weeks  .of  a  beautiful  picture  or 
statue  belonging  to  some  friend  of  the  chil- 
dren's room. 

Care  should  be  taken  lest  we  unduly  empha- 
size this  side  of  the  children's  work  and  dis- 
play too  many  pictures  at  a  time,  which  leads  to 
confusion  and  to  the  idea  that  the  library  is 
nothing  more  than  a  picture  gallery,  where  the 
children  are  to  be  entertained. 

Right  here  let  me  make  a  plea  for  more  table 
books — finely  illustrated  ones  —  of  which  the 
children  never  grow  tired. 

Pictures  which  are  placed  about  a  child  will 
be  a  help  or  hindrance  to  him  according  as  they 
are  true  or  false  to  nature. 

Many  children  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
pictures  are  true,  and  form  their  opinions  of  the 
subject  from  it,  and  this  impression  rarely  fades 
from  the  memory.  Maud  Humphrey  is  a  good 
example  of  the  unnatural  school  —  her  pictures 
do  not  hold  the  children  —  and,  although  at- 
tracted to  them  at  first  by  the  color,  they  turn 
away  after  a  moment's  glance.  Experience 
teaches  us  that  repetition  of  a  picture  in  a  large 
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exhibit  of  any  kind  is  a  good  feature,  as  it  siblc  there    may  be  uniformity  between  the 

pleases  a  child  to  see  again  one  that  he  had  al-  two. 

ready  learned  to  recognize.  These  pictures  are  especially  useful  in  geog- 

The  second  use  of  our  pictures  is  in  the  ex-  raphy  work  — by  means  of  them  the  children 

hibit  and  bulletin  work.     We  follow  in  the  case  gain  correct  ideas  of  the  people  and  things  that 

of  the  bulletins  the  same  method  as  adopted  live  in  a  world  remote  from  their  own. 

at  Pratt  —  the  bulletin  to  present  some  one  sub-  The  picture  bulletins,  representing  principally 

ject  and  only  one  at  a  lime  —  to  be  definite  in  its  subjects  of  permanent  interest,  are  used  espe- 

purpose  and  not  a  jumble  of  ideas,  and  always  dally  in  connection  with  the  lower  grades.    As 

combining  with  it,  arranged  in  some  unique  way,  in  the  case  of  the  mounted  pictures  they  are  of 

a  list  of  books.  greater  and  more  constant  value  in  teaching 

One  bulletin  board  is  changed  a  little  veiy  geography,  than  any  other  subject.  The  sub- 
often,  so  that  the  little  reader  who  comes  fre-  jects  which  may  be  illustrated,  however,  are 
quently  to  the  library  will  always  find  something  numberless;  for  instance,  every  country  in  the 
Q^^^  world,  authors,  artists,  etc. 

The  picture  bulletin  always  creates  a  lively  Great  care  must  be  taken  in  choosing  head- 
interest  among  the  children,  and  this  use  of  ing»  ^or  the  bulletins. 

pictures  is  carried  outside  the  library  and  into  The  headings  must  talk  — a  bulletin  of  fa- 

the  schools  which  brings  usto  the  third  point—  mous  characters  might    be  introduced   with, 

the  use  of  pictures  in  connection  with  school  **  Would  you  like  to  read  about  heroes  of  the 

^QxV.  olden  time,  brave  engineers  and  sailors,  beau- 

The  value  of  pictures  as  an  aid  to  instruction  tiful  princesses,  and  girls  who  could  sing  like 

is  now  generally  recognized,  and  teachers  are  b»rds.     Here  is  a  list   of  such  books."    The 

beginning  to  realize  this,  and  whenever  it  is  Holland  bulletin  is  labelled  "Land  of  pluck," 

possible  are  substituting  a  picture  for  an  idea,  the  Eskimo  bulletin  the  •*  Children  of  the  cold," 

a  concrete  for  an  abstract  reality,  and  adapting  and  this  bulletin  chronicles  among  other  things 

the  method  of  representing  to  the  eye  what  it  that—    ,.  ^^^.^  ^^^  rcfrigcraiive  folk 

would  take  longer  to  teach  by  the  ear.  Treat  zero  as  a  screaming  joke," 

With  this  object  in  view  —  that  is,  to  supply  portraying  pictures  of  a  chubby  little  Eskimo, 

teachers  with  pictures  on  special  topics  —  alarge  "All  the  way  down  from  the  pole   he  came," 

collection  was  gathered  together  from  every  and  a  crowd  of  Eskimo  boys  and  girls  playing 

available  source,  mounted  on  gray  bristol  board  a  game  of  pin  and  cup-ball ;  Eskimo  dolls,  etc. 

(two  sizes  are  used  —  qx  ii  and  ii  x  14  inches),  Written  accounts  in  prose  or  verse  are  com- 

and  classified  as    the  books  (Dewey  decimal  bined  with  the  pictures,  and  on  each  is  placed  a 

classification).    The  teachers  furnished  us  with  short  list  of  book  and  magazine  articles  that 

outline  of  study,  including  lists  of  special  sub-  bear  on  the  particular  topic,  as  the  library  on 

jects  taken  up  in  connection  with  the  study  of  all  occasions  and  in  all  connections  should  put 

history,  science  and  geography;  these  subjects  forward  its  proper  claim  of  the  value  and  use 

were  noted  on  slips  and  brought  out  prominent-  of  the  book. 

ly  in  the  card  catalog  and  in  the  picture  coUec-  Too  long  a  bibliography  is  confusing  to  chil- 

tion.    Preferring  a  numerical  rather  than  alpha-  dren  and  to  the  untrained  public  generally.     To 

betical  arrangement  of  the  pictures,  we  have  gain  the  best  results  for  this  work  the  librarian 

as  a  key  to  this  for  use  of  teachers  and  children  must  make  a  careful  and  thoughtful  study  of  the 

an  alphabetical  index  with  few  cross-references,  outlines  of  study  and  of  the  school  curriculum 

for  these  are  bewildering  to  all  but  the  initiated,  and  must  be  quick  to  seize  opportunities  for 

Instead  of  cross-references  a  picture  is  making  bulletins  which  will  be  of  timely  inter- 
brought  out  in  the  index  under  several  head-  est  and  usefclness  ;  the  object  being  to  choose 
ings —  that  is,  it  is  brought  out  under  the  sub-  either  a  subject  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the 
jects  the  picture  suggests,  considering  all  of  the  children,  so  that  anything  bearing  on  it  will 
time  the  use  to  which  the  picture  is  to  be  put,  catch  their  eyes  ;  or,  to  make  the  subject  of  in- 
with  continual  reference  to  our  school  subject  terest  by  the  attractiveness  of  the  bulletin,  and 
index  for  suggestions  as  to  subject  headings  in  either  case  create  a  demand  for  the  books  to 
already  in  the  card  catalog,  so  that  as  far  as  pos-  which  attention  is  thus  directed. 
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STORY    TELLING,    LECTURES,    AND    OTHER    ADJUNCTS    OF    THE 

CHILDREN'S  ROOM. 

By  Frances  Jenkins  Olcott,  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh, 

"lirHEN  a  new  children's  room  is  opened,  it  story-telling  lectures,  however,  I  shall  dwell  on 

takes  no  advertising  for  the  first  few  slightly,  as  they  present  to  the  librarian  a  new 

months  to  fill  the  chairs  and  benches  to  over-  and  broad  field  for  action.    Almost  all  of  the 

flowing.     After  that  the  attendance  gradually  following   methods   have  been    helpfully  dis- 

diminishes  until  only  those  are  left  who  have  cussed  during  the  last  five  years  in  the  volumes 

an  innate  love  of  reading,  and  some  few  who  of  the  Library  Journal  2SiA  Public  Libraries,    A 

come  to  idle  away  their  time,  to  look  at  picture  study  of  these  and  the  annual  reports  of  the 

books,  or  to  escape  the  disagreeable   weather  Boston,    Buffalo,    Pratt    Institute    (Brooklyn), 

without  —  this  last  is  especially  true  of  our  over-  Cleveland,  and  other  libraries  doing  work  with 

populated  slum  districts.     Meanwhile  the  chil-  children,  will  prove  of  the  utmost  value  to  the 

dren*s  librarian  has  learned  to  know  the  chil-  children's  librarian  who  is  laying  plans  for  the 

dren,  and  has  their  interests  individually  and  future  work  of  her  children's  room, 

collectively  at  heart;  but  after  the  confusion  of  Exhibits  of  pictures,  such  as  the  exhibits  of 

the  opening  is  over  she  finds  two  problems  con-  animal  and  hero  pictures  at  the  Pratt  Institute 

fronting  her:   how  shall  she  attract  and  hold  Free  Library  (Brooklyn)  and  the  exhibits  of 

the  children  until  such  a  time  as  they  will  grad-  Burbank's  Indians  at  the   Toledo   Public  Li- 

uate  by  choice  into  adult  reading,  and   how  brary,  lectures  to  children  from  outside  sources, 

awaken  the  interest,  curiosity,  and  fancy  of  the  and  five  minutes'   talks   on   books,  as  at  the 

children  so  that  they  will  take  by  choice  the  Hartford  Public  Library,  are  most  useful,  and 

best  the  library  can   offer  —  in   other  words,  an   effective  way  to   arouse    a    sense   of    re- 

what  means  and  ways  can  she  devise  to  subtly  sponsibility  among  children,  and  at  the  same 

create  a  taste  for  the  best  literature.    To  do  time  direct  their  reading,  lies  in  club  work  — 

this  successfully  there  must  be   no  self  con-  reading  clubs  and  study  clubs,  organized  into 

sciousness  on   the   part  of  the  child,  and   he  small    chapters    as  at    the   Library  of  Cedar 

must  do  all  by  his  own  volition.    She  begins  Rapids,  or  into  a  grand  mass  organization  as 

her  work,  always  keeping  in  mind  the  child's  at  the  Cleveland  Public  Library.      This  library 

imagination,  tastes,  and  habits,  which  must  be  League  scheme  has  been  adopted  and  modified 

studied  and  appealed   to.    To    this    end    the  by  many  libraries  throughout  the  country, 

room  is  adorned  with  pictures  and  plants,  and  Closely  akin    to    the    library  clubs    is  the 

the  children's  sense  of  ownership  is  aroused;  home  library  work,  which  consists  of  sending 

perhaps  an  adaptation  of  the  motto  of  the  chil-  books  into  the  homes,  in  charge  of  a  friendly 

dren's  room  of  the  Milwaukee  Public  Library  is  visitor.     This  work   is   not  usually  connected 

frescoed  on  the  wall,    "This  room  is  under  the  with  the  work  of  the  children's  room;  but  it  is 

protection  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  Milwaukee."  possible  to  train  children  in  the  home  library 

A  sense  of  pride  and  responsibility  among  the  circles  to  become  intelligent  users  of  the  public 

children  invariably  improves  the  atmosphere  of  library,  and  to  teach  them  to  fully  appreciate 

the  room.  their  library  privileges. 

Besides    the    help    and    suggestions    given  The  childien's  reference  library  is  an  impor- 

spontaneously    to    individual  children,  which  tant  adjunct  of  the  children's  room.     There  is, 

makes  the  work  of  a  children's  librarian  vital,  however,  a  strong  tendency  to  bring  into  the 

there  are  many  other  ways  to  awaken  interest  children's  room  the  atmosphere  of  the  school 

in  books.  room.     This  danger  lurks  on  all  sides.     The 

It  is  impossible  within  the  ten  minutes' limit  of  teachers   not  only  send   the  children    to    the 

this  paper  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  organi-  library  to  use  the  books  for  their  school  work, 

zation  of  these  various  schemes.  I  shall  simply  but  they  seem  to  feel  responsible  for  the  result 

touch  upon  them  pointing  out  possibilities.  The  of  library  work,  or  the  appreciation  and  intelH- 
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gence  the  children  show  when  listening  to  our 
stories.  They  are  constantly  impressing  upon 
the  already  burdened  children  that  there  is 
nothing  which  is  not  connected  with  their  class 
studies.  It  is  right  that  we  should  help  the 
teachers  and  public  in  every  way,  but  it  is  not 
the  function  of  a  children's  room  that  it  should 
become  solely  the  work  room  of  the  schools. 
The  Boston  Public  Library  and  the  Brookline 
Library,  in  a  way,  solved  the  problem  by  set- 
ting aside  reference  books  in  rooms  separate 
from  the  children's  rooms,  and,  while  giving 
teachers  and  pupils  every  privilege  and  all 
assistance  in  the  power  of  the  library,  yet 
keeping  the  natural  and  gracious  influence  of 
the  children's  room  intact.  In  small  libraries 
the  reference  library  for  pupils  must  necessa- 
rily be  a  part  of  the  children's  room,  and  it 
needs  eternal  vigilance  to  keep  out  the  school 
atmosphere,  and  yet  heartily  co-operate  with 
the  schools.  We  have  found  that  even  our 
weekly  story-telling  lectures  are  seized  on  by 
the  teachers  as  material  for  compositions  and 
tests  of  memory,  which,  if  not  prevented^ 
would  defeat  our  main  object  in  telling  the 
stories.  We  aim  to  produce  an  unforced,  nat- 
ural love  for  the  best  in  literature,  to  lift  the 
children's  eyes  from  books  written  down  to 
them,  to  the  world  of  history  and  art  and 
active  life  as  presented  in  good  literature,  and 
to  lead  them  gradually  to  pursue  the  subjects 
farther.  With  this  end  in  view  the  story  teller 
conscientiously  prepares  the  story  beforehand. 
It  is  taken  for  granted  that  her  understanding 
and  sympathy  with  child  nature  will  teach  her 
to  present  the  subject  in  the  most  attractive 
and  intelligent  form.  Let  us  take  as  an  exam- 
ple the  preparation  of  the  story  of  "  Elizabeth, 
or  the  exiles  of  Siberia."  A  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  plot  of  the  story  is  not  enough. 
The  story  teller  should  carefully  study  the  local 
color  of  life  both  in  Russia  and  Siberia,  should 
meet  the  children  armed  with  pictures  of  these 
countries,  with  the  Russian  flag,  with  George 
Kennan's  fully  illustrated  "  Siberia  and  the  ex- 
ile system,"  and  be  further  fortified  by  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  exile  system  from  the  point  of 
view  of  other  writers.  The  story  becomes  in- 
tensely interesting,  the  books  and  pictures  are 
passed  around,  and  not  only  a  sympathy  for 
Elizabeth's  bravery  is  aroused,  but  interest  in 
books  of  travel,  and  stories  about  Russia  and 
Siberia. 


The  story  hour  need  not  be  sixty  minutes  in 
length.  It  should  rather  fit  itself  to  the  story, 
and  the  story  in  turn  fit  itself  to  its  audience  ; 
the  story  teller  watching  for  the  slightest  signs 
of  fatigue  or  flagging  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  children.  A  startling  episode  or  stirring 
sentence  directed  at  a  child  whose  attention  is 
wandering  quickly  revives  its  interest.  The 
more  informal  the  story  hour,  the  greater  the 
lack  of  selfconsciousness  on  the  part  of  the 
children,  and  this  is  to  be  aimed  at,  as  a  perfect 
effacement  of  self  makes  a  receptive  audience. 
Clean  hands,  clean  faces,  and  good  manners 
should  be  the  rules  of  admittance.  The  chil- 
dren appreciate  the  stories,  for  they  return  each 
week  and  are  eager  to  take  the  books  from  the 
story  hour  shelf.  For  instance,  between  four 
weekly  story  hours  devoted  to  Shakespeare 
stories,  told  at  one  of  our  branch  libraries,  the 
Shakespeare  story  books  were  drawn  forty-four 
times,  and  if  we  had  had  more  copies  they 
also  would  have  circulated.  For  the  last  few 
months  we  have  experimented  with  a  system- 
atic program  which  has  enabled  us  to  prepare 
our  material  before  hand.  It  has  shown  its  ad- 
vantages in  every  way,  and  our  story  telling 
next  year  will  be  worked  out  in  the  same 
way. 

Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  value 
of  picture  work  in  connection  with  the  library 
clubs,  school  reference  work,  and  to  illustrate 
the  story-telling  lectures.  In  making  them 
attractive  one's  ingenuity  and  originality  are 
constantly  called  upon  ;  they  may  be  worked 
out  in  all  shapes  and  ways,  care  being  taken 
not  to  overdo  the  matter  lest  they  become  an 
old  story. 

Practically  stated,  the  above  is  a  brief  survey 
of  the  methods  of  advertising  the  best  litera- 
ture in  the  children's  room  in  contra-distinction 
to  the  librarian's  individual  work  which  fits  the 
right  book  to  the  right  child.  An  ideal  chil- 
dren's librarian  will  do  no  work  haphazard,  but 
will  plan  her  campaign  beforehand  as  care- 
fully as  a  general,  choosing  the  most  effective 
methods,  and  adapting  them  to  existing  cir- 
cumstances. She  will  proceed  cautiously,  so 
that  nothing  shall  be  begun  and  dropped,  as 
spasmodic  effort  results  in  weakness.  One 
good  children's  club,  or  one  systematized  course 
of  story  telling  will  produce  more  satisfactory 
results  than  a  dozen  showy  schemes  hastily 
adopted  and  superficially  carried  out. 
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REPORT   OF   THE   CO-OPERATION   COMMITTEE. 

By  Ernest  Gushing  Richardson,  Chairman,  Librarian  of  Princeton   University, 

npHE  policy  of  the  Co-operation  Committee  of  called  attention  again  to  a  matter  which  has 
^  the  past  year  has  been  to  try  to  settle  on  a  been  frequently  mooted — the  need  of  a  co-oper- 
few  lines  on  which  definite  work  might  be  un-  ative  index  to  theological  periodicals.  The 
dertaken  with  best  prospect  of  practical  success  matter  was  referred  to  the  chairman  with  a 
and  to  try  to  place  these  in  form  for  definite  request  that  he  would  investigate  the  question 
recommendation  to  the  Association.  and  report  to  the  committee.  One  of  the 
It  has  had  before  it  for  consideration  during  features  of  Mr.  Gates'  proposal  was  that  the 
the  year  six  special  matters;  most  of  which  work  should  be  edited  by  some  one  theological 
came  up  in  the  ordinary  course  of  reference  or  seminary.  The  chairman  found  that  the  Hart- 
communication:  ford  Theological  Seminary,  which  has  one  of  the 

1.  Duplication  of  bibliographical  work.  best  collections  of  such  periodicals,  if  not  the 

2.  An  American  catalog.  best,  in  the  United  States,  was  willing  to  under- 

3.  An  index  of  theological  periodical  litera-  take  the  editing  under  the  direction  of  the 
ture.  present  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  hap- 

4.  An  index  of  architectural  periodical  litera-  pens  himself  to  have  considerable  collections 
ture.  in  this  line.     A  circular  was  issued  inquiring 

5.  International  co-operation.  whether  It  was  felt  by  the  seminaries  and  libra- 

6.  Co-operative  cataloging.  ries  that  such  an  index  was  really  needed,  with 
I.  Mrs.  Fairchild's  suggestion  as  to  the  pro-  the  idea  that  if  enough  subscriptions  could  be 

viding  of  some  method  for  the  avoidance  of  secured  to  pay  the  actual  cost  of  printing  and 

duplication  of    bibliographical  work  was  re-  publishing,  a  work  including  the  publications  of 

ferred  to  this  committee  by  the  Atlanta  Confer-  the  last  ten  years  at  least  would  be  undertaken, 

ence.  Returns  enough  have  not  yet  been  received  to 

The  committee  recommends  that  It  be  under-  give  definite  assurance  that  the  undertaking 
stood  that  all  definite  plans  for  bibliographical  can  be  carried  out,  but  it  is  recommended  that 
work  whether  co-operative  or  otherwise  may  be  the  Association  express  its  approval  of  the  un- 
reported to  this  committee  and  shall  be  publish-  dertaking,  urge  libraries  to  support  it,  and 
ed  by  them  in  their  annual  report.  recommend  to  the  Publishing  Section  its  publi- 

The  only  announcement  under  this  head  at  cation  if  sufficient  support  is  forthcoming, 

this  time  is  a  Bibliography  of  Psychology,  i860-  4.  The  matter  of  an  index  of ,  architectural 

1899,  by  Prof.  Leuba  of  Bryn  Mawr  College,  literature  was  also  referred  to  the  chairman,  to 

which,  it  has  been  suggested,  might  be  continued  try  and  ascertain  whether  anything  has  been 

on  cumulative  sheets.  accomplished  in  this  line.    The  chairman  finds 

a.  The  proposal  by  Mr.  A.  G.  S.  Josephson  that  Mr.  Howard  Butler,  who  is  now  studying 

for  an  American  catalog  was  presented  to  the  abroad,  made  such  a  manuscript  index  to  archi- 

committec  directly  and   was  also  referred  to  tectural  periodicals  a  few  years  since,  while 

them  by  the   American  Historical  Association,  fellow  at  Columbia.     He  has  been  unable  to 

to  which  it  was  also  presented.    This  proposal  learn  as  yet  whether  there  is  an  intention  of 

involves  the  establishment  of  an  endowed  bu-  publishing  this.   A  plan  for  the  co-operative  in- 

rean  and  the  selection  of  some  one  library  as  a  dexlng  of  architectural  illustrations  was  adopted 

working  basis.  three  years  ago  by  the  Boston  Athenseum,  Bos- 

At  the  meeting  of  the  committee  held  March  ton  Public  Library,  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
9th.  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  recognize  Technology,  and  Harvard  University  Library, 
the  imporunce  of  such  a  catalog  and  that  they  but  circumstances  have  prevented  Its  being 
hope  that  the  plans  for  co-operative  catalog-  carried  out  as  yet  on  any  large  scale, 
ing  now  under  consideration  may  open  the  way  5.  A  communication  from  the  Institut  Inter- 
also  to  its  preparation.  national  de  Bibliographie  to  the  secretary  of 

3.  A  letter    from  the  Rev.  Olio  H.   Gates  the  A.  L.  A.  was  referred  to  the  committee. 
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Its  tenor  was:  That  they  consider  their  work  to  will  be  given  at  the  co-operation  session  by 

be  sufficiently  established  to  justify  asking  the  various  members  of  the  committeej  and   the 

active  co-operation  of  our  Association*  and  the  proceedings    of    that    session,    including    the 

careful  consideration  of  their  work;  also  to  call  general  sketch  of  the  plan,  the  reports  of  Mr. 

the  attention  of  the  Association  to  the  advan-  Lane  on  adjustments  and  reorganization,  of  Mr. 

tage  to  libraries  of  having  card  bibliographies  Andrews  on    financial    details,  and    of    Miss 

independent  of  the  library  catalogs,  and  formed  Kroeger  on  cataloging  rules,  together  with  the 

accordingto  the  rules  prescribed  in  their  annual,  prepared   remarks  of   Mr.  Solberg  and   Miss 

Request  is  also  made  that  the  Institut  be  allowed  Browne,  are  hereby  offered  as  an  exhibit  to  this 

to  register  the  Association   as  one  of   those  report. 

affiliated  with  it.  The  committee  recommends:  Before  any  formal  action  as  to  recommenda- 
(i)  That  we  express  our  interest  in  the  work  tions  was  taken  the  whole  matter  was  discussed 
which  is  being  undertaken  by  the  Institut,  and  extensively  by  correspondence  and  in  informal 
extend  our  congratulations  for  the  measure  of  meetings  —  notably  at  a  meeting  of  the  Libra- 
success  with  which  it  has  met,  and  the  excellent  rian  of  Congress  and  the  librarians  of  Harvard, 
results  which  it  has  achieved,  and  that  we  ex-  Yale.  Columbia,  Cornell,  University  of  Penn- 
press  our  sympathy  with  the  idea  of  forming  sylvania  and  Princeton,  called  by  Dr.  Canfield 
card  bibliographies,  as  being  a  matter  which  is  and  held  at  President  Low's  house  in  New 
already  extensively  practiced  by  American  H-  York, 
braries.  At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  held  at  Co- 

(2)  That  any  official  affiliation  or  registration  lumbia  University  Library  on  March  9,  at  which, 
with  this  or  any  other  foreign  association  is  in  addition  to  the  committee,  Messrs.Thwaites, 
inadvisable  without  a  careful  examination  as  to  Carr,  Harris,  Van  Name,  Jastrow  and  Canfield 
what  the  nature  of  this  affiliation  will  be  and  were  present,  the  general  lines  of  the  plan  were 
the  machinery  for  making  it  effective.  approved  with  practical  unanimity,  and  the  fol- 

(3)  That  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Associa-  lowing  recommendations  to  the  A.  L.  A.  with 
tion  appoint  a  committee  on  international  co-  reference  to  it  were  adopted  : 

operation,  which  shall  make  special  inquiries  (i)  That  the  A.  L.  A.  appoint  a  committee  on 

into  the  possibilities  of  such  co-operation,  par-  cataloging  rules  (including  subject  headings), 

ticularly  with  reference  to  the  matter  of  uni-  (2)  That  it  form   under  the  direction   of  its 

formity  in  essentials.  Publishing  Section  a  bureau  for  the  co-opera- 

6.  The  matter  to  which  the  committee  has  tive  cataloging  and  printing  of  cards  under 

given  special  time  and  attention  during  the  year  guarantee,  which   bureau  shall  undertake  to 

has  been  that  of  co-operative  cataloging.    This  catalog  promptly  or  to  provide  for  the  cata- 

has  been  up  before  the  Association  so  often  as  loging  of  all  books  referred  to  it  by  co-oper- 

to  make  it  unnecessary  to  call  especial  attention  ating  libraries,  shall  print  cards  for  the  same 

to  the   fact  of  the   economic  wastefulness  of  and    also    any  titles    sent    to  it    by  co-oper- 

duplicate  cataloging.    There  are,  ^.^.,  on  an  ating  libraries,  shall  keep  on  file  electrotypes 

average  not  less  than  30  copies  of  every  impor-  of  these  titles  for  printing  titles  to  order  for 

taot  scientific  work  published  abroad  imported  libraries  in  general,  shall  publish  regularly  or 

for  use  in  American  libraries,  and  cataloged  at  from  time  to  time  a  list  of  the  titles  in  type 

an  average  expense  of  from  30  to  45  cents  for  or  to  be  printed,  and  may  print  other  material 

each  library.    The  experiment  of  the  Publish-  as  it  may  seem  fit,  and  shall  be  under  the  direct 

ing  Section  under  Mr.  Lane  having  developed  administration  of  an  officer  of  the  Publishing 

many  admirable  features  looking  towards  ex-  Section  and  the  librarians  of  the  guaranteeing 

tension  of    co-operative    cataloging,  and    the  libraries. 

ingenious  electrotype    plate  devised    by    Mr.  The  plan  of  co-operative  cataloging  recom- 

Andrews,  together  with  the  improvements  in  mended  by  the  Co-operation  Committee  of  the 

the  linotype,  having  made  the  old  Jewett  plan  A.  L.  A.  contains  the  following  elements  : 

of  preserving  titles  practicable,  the  committee  (x)  A  moderately  full  printed  title  and  im- 

felt  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  developing  some  print,  cataloged  according  to  the  rules  of  the 

definite  plan  for  eliminating  this  wastefulness  American   Library  Association,  supplemented 

of  duplicate  cataloging.     Details  of  this  plan  by  a  fine  type  note  giving  subject  headings  ac- 
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cording    to    the    A.    L.  A.  method,   and  any  libraries,  this  bureau  to  consist  of  an  officer  of 

other   cataloging    directions    such    as   author  the  Publishing  Section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  the 

numbers  or  classification  numbers,  as  may  seem  librarians  of  the  guaranteeing  libraries, 

best.  (6)  The  plan  contemplates  as  wide  and  geU'* 

It  is  intended  to  give  in  this  note  the  essen-  eral  use  as  can  possibly  be  developed,  but  for 

tial  information  in  such  a  form  that  on  receipt  the  sake  of  practicality  it  starts  with  adapting 

of  cards  the  numbers  and  subject  headings  can  itself  primarily  to  the  needs  of  a  certain  limited 

be  written  on  by  the  local  cataloger,  practically  number  of  co-operating  libraries,  but  it  is  de- 

without  further  search.  sired  to  ofifer  the  results  to  all  libraries,  Urge 

It  is  proposed  to  furnish  for  each  book  cata-  and  small,  in  such  a  way  and  at  such  a  price 

loged  a  set  of  cards  containingenough  cards  for  all  that  each  may  take  whatever  will  be  serviceable 

necessary  entries,  but  with  all  the  cards  identical  to  it.     And  if  the  cataloging  of  current  Ameri- 

in  form,  leaving  all  the  details,  on  which  there  is  can  books  now  done  by  the  Publishing  Section 

liable  to  be  very  much  diversity  of  usage  among  can  be  combined  with  this  work,  it  will  the 

the  libraries,  to  be  written  on.     In  this  way  the  better  serve  the  interests  of  libraries  in  general, 

machinery  is  reduced  to  a  simple  card  unit.  It  is  also  hoped  that  with  a  considerable  accu- 

(2)  It  is  proposed  that  these  titles  shall  be  mulation  of  titles  the  work  may  be  so  arranged 
electrotyped  individually,  provided  with  aeon-  that  a  newly  formed  public  library,  /.^.,  or  any 
secutive  accessions  number  for  ordering  pur-  small  library  needing  reorganization,  may  be 
poses,  and  kept  filed  in  this  order.  able  to  find  a  large  portion  of  the  whole  catalog 

(3)  It  is  proposed  farther  that  a  cumulative  ready  printed  at  a  very  great  reduction  over 
linotype  index  of  these  titles   shall   be   pub-  what  it  would  cost  to  card  privately. 

lished,  so  that  any  title  may  be  ordered  at  any  Any  plan  for  co-operation  in  cataloging  evi- 

time.    This  index  would  probably  be  sent  out  dently  involves  many  questions.    It  is  of  course 

every  week  or  two  weeks  as  a  regular  periodi-  essential,  /.^.,  that  the  whole  plan  should  be 

cal  and  at  periodical  postage  rates.     Libraries  brought  closely  in  line  with  the  recommenda- 

would  thus  be  able  to  limit  their  orders  to  titles  tions  of  the   American    Library   Association ; 

actually  wanted.  but  the  prevailing  rules  for  cataloging  taught 

(4)  Other  possible  rather  than  actual  features  by  the  library  schools  dififer  slightly  from  those 
are:  (a)  The  titles  stored  by  consecutive  num-  authorized  by  the  American  Library  Associa- 
bers  might  be  printed  from  time  to  time,  say  tion.  Moreover,  details  of  administration  and 
every  10,000  titles,  as  volumes,  cumulative  in-  adjustment  of  form,  and  especially  details  of 
dex  serving  an  index  for  same,  and  the  net  cost  have  to  be  considered.  These  various 
result  being  in  itself  an  important  bibliograph-  matters  have  been  specially  investigated  by 
ical  work,  (b)  Special  bibliographies  could  be  various  members  of  the  Co-operation  Commit- 
printed  from  time  to  time  by  selecting  titles.  tee,  and  their  reports  follow.    These  reports, 

(5)  The  organization  recommended  for  car-  together  with  what  has  just  now  been  said,  are 
rying  out  this  work  is  a  special  bureau  working  regarded  as  exhibits  to  the  annual  report  of 
under  the  guarantee  of  certain  co-operating  the  committee. 


CO-OPERATIVE   CATALOGING   AND   THE  A.  L.  A.  RULES. 

By  Aucs  B.  Kroeger,  Drexel  Institute  Library, 


TN  the  formation  of  any  plan  for  co-operative 
^  cataloging  the  rules  under  which  books 
should  be  cataloged  are  a  most  important  con  • 
sideration,  involving  as  they  do  a  variety  of 
opinion  on  many  points.  If  co-operative  cata- 
loging should  be  undertaken  by  the  A.  L.  A.  to 
the  extent  desired  by  the  members  of  the  Co- 
operation Committee,  it  follows  that  some  code 


of  rules  must  be  adopted  by  the  libraries  con- 
cerned and  that  such  code  should  have  the 
approval  of  the  Association,  in  order  that  uni- 
formity of  entry  and  of  style  of  card  may  be 
secured. 

At  present  the  cataloging  rules  authorized  by 
the  A.  L.  A.  exist  in  a  brief  form  In  the  "  Con- 
densed rules  for  an  author  and  title  catalog " 
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which  were  formulated  in  1883  and  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Library  Journal,  8:  251-254,  and 
as  an  appendix  to  Cutter's  "  Rules  for  a  dic- 
tionary catalog."  In  order  to  obtain  in  a  concise 
form  the  opinions  of  the  librarians  who  are 
likely  to  be  most  interested  in  the  plan  undet 
consideration,  a  circular  was  sent  to  about  30 
librarians,  asking  for  an  expression  of  opinion 
as  well  as  for  their  practice  in  regard  to  vari- 
ous disputed  points  in  these  rules.  A  report  on 
somewhat  similar  lines  was  made  in  1893  by  Mr. 
Lane  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  A.  L.  A.  World's 
Congress  papers.  Since  1893,  however,  there 
has  been  some  change  of  opinion  regarding 
several  of  these  disputed  points,  and  besides  the 
recent  circular  naturally  includes  more  detail 
of  cataloging  than  the  former  report. 

Co-operative  cataloging  —  which  will  benefit 
the  large  perhaps  more  than  the  small  library, 
but  which  will  also  be  of  very  great  value  to  both 
— requires  that  a  fuller  code  of  rules  should  be 
adopted  by  the  Association  and  also  that  such 
changes  be  made  in  the  existing  rules  as  will 
conform  with  the  present  usage  of  the  majority 
of  libraries  interested.  In  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion concerning  codes  at  present  used  by  libra- 
ries, 27  libraries  replied,  and  of  these  8  use 
Cotter's  Rules  alone,  sometimes  with  modifica- 
tions; 14  use  Cutter's  Rules  alone  or  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Library  School  Rules  or  Linder- 
felt;  4  use  the  Library  School  Rules  alone, 
while  10  use  this  code  with  either  Cutter  or 
Linderfelt;  Linderfelt's  rules  are  adopted  as 
their  code  by  two  of  the  libraries  reporting. 
Only  three  libraries  follow  the  A.  L.  A.  Rules 
without  using  any  other  code. 

Of  the  two  codes  most  in  use,  Cutter's  Rules 
is  followed  by  more  libraries  than  any  other, 
for  one  reason  because  they  are  designed  for  a 
dictionary  catalog  which  is  the  form  most  in  use 
in  these  libraries  (only  two  reporting  classed 
catalogs,  either  logical  or  alphabetical,  although 
a  few  of  the  libraries  have  both  a  dictionary  and  a 
classed  catalog).  Dewey's  Library  School  Rules 
although  made  primarily  for  a  classed  catalog 
are  nevertheless  useful  for  any  form  of  catalog 
on  account  of  the  rules  for  author  entry  which 
are  very  definitely  stated  as  well  as  on  account 
of  excellent  sample  cards.  The  rules  are,  how- 
ever, not  as  full  as  those  in  Cutter  and  lack  the 
explanations  and  numerous  illustrations  which 
make  Cutter's  Rules  so  indispensable  to  the 
cataloger  of  a  library  of  any  considerable 
number  of  volumes.  The  third  code  in  favor, 
Linderfelt's  Eclectic    Card  Caulog  Rules,  is 


most  important,  because  here  also  as  in  Cutter 
the  rules  are  fully  explained  and  illustrated; 
but  as  it  does  not  include  rules  for  subject  entry, 
it  is  open  to  the  same  objection  as  the  Library 
School  Rules. 

From  the  answers  to  the  circular  it  seems  to 
be  the  practice  as  well  as  the  preference  of  most 
catalogers  to  use  more  than  one  code  of  rules 
and  in  most  cases  not  to  follow  the  A.  L.  A. 
Rules  alone.  This  is  chiefly  because  they  are 
so  condensed  that  they  give  only  the  general 
principle  and  seldom  any  exceptions.  The 
cataloger  finds,  however,  that  in  cataloging,  as 
in  grammar,  the  exceptions  often  outnumber 
the  rules.  If  we  take  for  example  the  point 
probably  most  in  dispute,  that  of  corporate  entry 
for  societies,  we  shall  find  that  there  are  very 
few  libraries  that  follow  literally  the  rule  as 
given  in  the  Condensed  Rules.  Again,  in  the 
case  of  names  beginning  with  a  prefix,  the  A. 
L.  A.  Rule  is  limited  to  one  brief  sentence  while 
in  the  Eclectic  Card  Catalog  Rules  we  find 
one  and  one-half  pages  devoted  to  the  various 
phases  of  this  rule. 

The  library  schools  teach  in  general  accord- 
ing to  the  Library  School  Rules,  which  are 
based  on  those  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  but  which  make 
several  important  exceptions,  while  they  use 
Cutter's  Rules  especially  for  instruction  in  dic- 
tionary cataloging.  We  therefore  see  each  year 
a  larger  number  of  libraries  adopting  similar 
rules  of  entry  and  details  of  imprint  informa- 
tion which  results  in  more  uniformity  in  cata- 
loging. Even  among  the  library  schools,  how- 
ever, we  see  differences  of  opinion,  and  their 
teachings  sometimes  disagree  with  the  rules  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  It  is  practically  impossible  to 
draw  up  a  code  of  rules  which  can  be  followed 
by  all  libraries  without  variation. 

In  printing  cards  for  use  in  libraries  of  all 
kinds  and  sizes,  several  means  can  be  consid- 
ered for  allowing  for  this  difiference  of  opinion. 
Small  points  regarding  imprint  information 
must  perhaps  be  overlooked,  as  only  one  form 
can  be  printed.  But  when  libraries  are  at  vari- 
ance on  rules  relating  to  headings,  it  will  be 
possible  to  arrange  the  card  so  that  the  pre- 
ferred form  can  be  used.  Mr.  Lane  suggests 
the  possibility  of  printing  one  heading  below 
the  other  (as,  in  the  case  of  English  noblemen 
to  have  the  family  name  printed  below  the  titles) 
and  one  or  the  other  can  be  crossed  off,  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  of  the  library.  Another  way 
would  be  to  print  two  cards  for  all  disputed 
points,  in  th«  above  case  printing  one  card 
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under  the  title  and  another  under  the  family 
name. 

This  report  has  been  made  to  serve  as  a  basis 
for  future  revision  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Rules,  with 
the  idea  in  view  of  furnishing  a  code  which  will 
be  as  nearly  as  possible  —  where  such  a  dififer- 
ence  of  opinion  exists  —  a  working  code  for 
co-operative  cataloging  on  a  larger  scale  than 
has  been  done  heretofore.  It  may  be  necessary 
for  us  to  give  up  long  cherished  thoughts  of 
uniformity  in  our  catalogs,  but  that  is  an  unes- 
sential matter,  and  one  that  is  more  easily  over- 
come than  we  imagine.  The  advantages  to  be 
gained  from  well  printed  cards  will  surely  out- 
weigh all  minor  considerations,  especially  when 
they  can  be  secured  at  so  much  less  cost  to  the 
library  than  the  ordinary  written  cards.  The 
catalog  is,  after  all,  more  for  the  public  than  for 
the  librarian  (perhaps  this  may  be  another  dis- 
puted point),  and  anything  that  helps  to  make 
it  more  easily  read  and  understood  should  be 
regarded  as  of  the  first  importance.  And  this 
printed  catalog  cards  will  surely  do,  even 
should  the  indication  of  the  paging  and  size 
or  the  position  of  the  series  note  not  agree  with 
our  favorite  ideas  in  regard  to  them. 

The  points  most  in  dispute  relate  to  pseu- 
donyms, societies,  noblemen.  Oriental  writers, 
the  fulness  of  author's  name,  Latin  writers, 
names  of  places,  use  of  capitals  in  German 
nouns,  order  of  imprint  and  some  details  of  im- 
print such  as  size  mark,  series  note,  the  Ger- 
man umlaut^  etc.  The  following  is  a  summary 
of  the  reports  from  27  libraries  : 

*  iq.  Pseudonyms,  —  Usage  is  fairly  equally 
divided  between  entry  under  pseudonym  and 
entry  in  all  cases  under  real  name,  with  a  slight 
preference  toward  entry  under  the  pseudonym 
when  better  known  than  the  real  name.  Those 
libraries  entering  under  real  name  almost  al- 
ways except  George  Eliot  and  make  entry  in 
that  case  under  the  pseudonym. 

ir.  Societies, — The  rule  is  in  general  fol- 
lowed. But  many  libraries  report  exceptions. 
Several  follow  Cutter's  5th  plan,  section  56,  for 
society  publications,  which  covers  various  spe- 
cific kinds,  such  as  churches,  local  societies,  so- 
cieties not  local,  academies  (English  and  for- 
eign), colleges,  universities,  libraries,  galleries, 
museums  —  having  an  individual  name  and 
those  not  having  an  individual  name  —  business 
firms,  etc.  A  few  libraries  follow  Library 
School  Rules,  which,  however,  is  not  so  full  as 
Cutter,  but  fuller  than  the  A.  L.  A.  rule.     A 

*  Tbe  numbers  given  are  those  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Rules. 


few  others  follow  Linderfell,  which  is  very  full 
in  regard  to  all  the  points  relating  to  societies. 

The  criticism  regarding  the  present  rule 
would  seem  to  be  that  it  is  too  general  and 
makes  no  allowance  for  various  kinds  of  socie. 
ties,  local  societies  and  those  not  local. 

In  any  co-operative  cataloging  this  rule  would 
be  an  important  one  and  would  need  most  care- 
ful consideration. 

im.  Noblemen,  —  In  this  regard  opinion  is 
again  divided,  but  the  larger  number  of  libra- 
ries prefer  to  follow  the  rule  rather  than  to 
enter  under  family  names.  The  points  for 
consideration  here  would  be :  the  question  of 
adding  the  word  ••highest"  before  "titles"; 
whether  the  number  of  the  peerage  should  be 
prefixed  to  designate  the  rank  of  English  noble- 
men, ast  8th  earl  of  ;  and  what,  if  any,  distinc- 
tion should  be  made  between  English  and 
foreign  noblemen. 

I  o.  Sovereigns t  etc,  —  Oriental  writers,  —  The 
entry  of  Oriental  writers,  according  to  this 
rule,  is  questioned  by  two  or  three  libraries,  and 
Mr.  Lane  recommends  that  this  part  be  omitted 
from  the  rule.  The  entry  of  popes  and  saints 
as  here  treated  is  also  questioned. 

2a.  Author's  name  in  full  and  in  the  vernacu- 
lar. —  Only  four  libraries  report  using  this  rule 
without  qualification.  On  examination  of  the 
numerous  exceptions  and  opinions  regarding  it 
there  is  found  to  be  a  strong  growing  tendency 
towards  not  looking  up  unused  names.  Even 
the  large  libraries,  such  as  Harvard  and  John 
Crerar,  recommend  a  change  in  this  rule  to 
that  effect.  Mr.  Lane  recommends  that  instead 
of  in  full,  it  should  read  *'  at  least  for  modern 
authors  in  the  form  customarily  used  by  the 
authors  on  title-page,  etc.,  except  that  initials 
should  be  filled  out,  and  in  the  case  of  noble- 
men, etc.,  not  using  forenames,  the  names  have 
to  be  supplied.'*  Mr.  Andrews  proposes  for 
discussion  the  advisability  of  filling  out,  (i)  first 
name  only;  (2)  all  initials  used;  (3)  all  names 
ever  used.  Another  librarian  thinks  the  rule 
as  it  reads  is  not  clear  and  should  be  made 
clearer. 

With  regard  to  the  part  relating  to  entry  in 
the  vernacular  form  of  the  name,  there  is  gen- 
eral agreement  except  as  to  Latin  names,  which 
may  need  some  discussion.  There  is  a  general 
tendency  to  omit  "the  vernacular  form  being 
added  in  parentheses  '*  in  I^tin  names. 

2f.  Names  of  places.  —  While  the  majority 
report  that  they  follow  this  rule,  there  seem 
to  be  several  libraries  that  omit  the  second 
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sentence  :  "  When  both  an  English  and  a  ver- 
nacular form  are  used  in  English  works,  prefer 
the  vernacular/'  as  they  prefer  the  English 
form  always  for  names  of  places.  This  rule,  of 
course,  applies  to  the  name  of  the  place  in  the 
heading.  The  Library  School  Rules  gives 
names  of  cities  and  towns  in  vernacular,  larger 
political  divisions  in  English.  This  is  followed 
by  some  libraries. 

3a.  The  title  of  books.  —  In  copying  the  title 
of  books  there  is  practical  agreement  as  t  j  mak- 
ing the  title  an  exact  transcript  of  the  title-page, 
omitting  matter  of  any  kind  not  essential. 
There  are  a  few  libraries  that  do  not  use  (...) 
for  omission,  but  a  large  number  always  use 
the  dots  for  that  purpose. 

As  to  the  part  which  applies  to  rare  books, 
the  rule  allows  but  does  not  require  titles  *'  in 
full,  with  all  practical  precision.*'  This  is  not 
definitely  answered  by  libraries,  so  that  the 
custom  can  not  be  stated.  There  is  almost 
unanimous  agreement  as  to  the  use  of  brackets 
for  supplying  any  additions  to  the  title. 

3d-i.  Capitals.  —  The  answers  concerning 
rules  for  the  use  of  capitals  show  a  preference 
for  small  letters  for  noted  events  and  periods, 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  capitalizing  of 
titles  of  honor,  and  a  small  majority  only  in 
favor  of  capitals  for  nouns  in  German.  There  is 
disagreement  as  to  capitals  for  names  of  bodies, 
several  libraries  preferring  capitals  only  for  the 
first  word,  others  use  capitals  for  all  words  not 
articles,  conjunctions,  and  prepositions.  An- 
other rule  for  capitals  relating  **  to  adjectives 
and  other  derivatives  from  proper  names,  etc.," 
has  exceptions  made  to  it  by  libraries,  especially 
as  regards  foreign  languages.  Only  one  li- 
brary inclines  to  use  of  capitals  in  doubtful 
cases  —  the  majority  agreeing  with  the  rule  to 
use  as  few  capitals  as  possible. 

More  specific  rules  for  capitals  are  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Green. 

4a-k.  Imprint.  —  The  answers  relating  to  the 
order  of  imprint  information  were  not  sufficiently 
clear  in  all  cases  to  make  a  satisfactory  sum- 
mary of  the  usage.  Two  arrangements  of 
detail  of  imprint  seem  to  be  most  in  use,  that 
of  the  A.  L.  A.,  the  order  of  which  is:  edition, 
place,  publisher,  date,  vols,  or  pages,  maps, 
portraits,  illustrations,  size,  series;  and  that  of 
the  Library  School  Rules:  edition,  vols,  or 
pages,  illustrations,  portraits,  plates,  fac-similes, 
maps,  tables,  size,  place,  publisher,  date,  copy- 
right date.  The  order  of  the  Library  School 
Rules  is  followed  by  six  libraries,  the  A,  L.  A. 


by  four.  The  tendency  to  follow  the  order  of 
the  Library  School  Rules  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  excellent  sample  cards  which  have  been 
used  by  so  many  libraries  and  especially  by 
graduates  of  Library  Schools  who  have  been 
responsible  in  recent  years  for  a  large  amount 
of  cataloging.  A  discussion  of  the  order  of 
imprint  information  is  recommended. 

Of  the  detail  relating  to  imprint,  there  is  nat- 
urally a  diversity  of  opinion.  Some  of  the  sug- 
gested changes  to  the  rules  as  they  stand  are  : 

Edition.  —  Two  of  the  large  libraries  (Boston 
Public  and  Harvard)  consider  the  edition  as 
part  of  the  title  instead  of  the  imprint,  and  the 
John  Crerar  Library  recommends  this  change. 

Publisher  s  name.  —  This  is  given  as  optional 
in  the  rules  as  they  stand,  and  the  general 
practice  until  recently  seems  to  favor  its  omis- 
sion. Several  libraries  omitting  it  in  practice 
think  the  addition  of  the  publisher's  name 
desirable.  Mr.  Andrews  recommends  discus- 
sion of  the  insertion  of  place  and  name  of 
printer  when  no  publisher  is  given,  and  also  of 
American  reprints.  In  printed  cards  it  will  be 
desirable  to  include  the  publisher's  name  in 
imprint. 

Year  (as  given  on  the  title-page).  — The  only 
question  here  relates  to  giving  the  year  always 
in  Arabic  figures,  the  exception  being  for  in- 
cunabula, rare  and  curious  books,  and  books 
with  French  revolutionary  dates. 

Copyright  date.  —The  addition  of  ihe  *'  year 
of  copyright  or  of  actual  publication,  if  known 
to  be  different"  is  not  made  by  all.  Some  li- 
braries give  the  copyright  date  when  differing 
more  than  one  year  (or  five  years),  others  omit 
it  altogether.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  "  date 
of  actual  publication  "  is  much  used  and  this 
might  well  be  omitted  from  the  rule. 

P^gifig*  —  As  might  be  expected  there  is  no 
agreement  to  this,  the  custom  varying  from 
the  most  exact  collation  to  no  paging  at  all. 
Main  paging  is  used  by  some,  others  note 
paging  only  when  a  book  has  above  or  below  a 
certain  number  of  pages,  and  this  varies  with 
each  library.  The  use  of  the  +  is  not  general, 
some  of  the  largest  libraries  giving  most  exact 
pagination  use  commas  instead. 

Illustrations^  maps,  etc,  —  In  this  rule  the 
phrase  ''number  of"  should  be  omitted,  as 
very  few  libraries  specify  the  number  of  plates, 
maps,  and  then  only  when  important  or  easily 
ascertainable.  The  rule  does  not  name  plates 
as  part  of  imprint,  yet  the  followers  of  the  Li- 
brary School  Rules  distinguish  plates   when 
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not  paged  with  text.  There  is  also  a  noticeable 
difference  in  the  abbreviations  used  for  these 
items  of  imprint. 

Siu, — The  size  is  usually  given  by  the  A. 
L.  A.  size  letter,  all  omitting  the  ' '  exact  size 
by  centimeters/*  which,  however,  the  Library 
of  Congress  prefers.  Only  eight  libraries  re- 
port that  they  use  the  fold  symbol,  but  whether 
this  stands  for  the  measurement  by  fold  or  for 
approximate  size  is  not  made  clear.  Only  one  lib- 
rary omits  size  mark  altogether,  while  another 
gives  it  only  for  very  large  or  very  small  books. 

Series,  —  That  the  series  should  follow  the 
other  imprint  information  is  the  general  prac- 
tice, and  only  two  report  placing  the  name  of 
series  between  title  and  imprint.  This  latter 
order  seems  to  be  preferred  by  the  A.  L.  A. 
Publishing  Section,  Harvard,  Boston  Athe- 
ns um,  Buffalo,  and  John  Crerar  libraries. 
The  point  is  one  that  needs  discussion. 

Place  of  printing,  —  Since  many  libraries  have 
but  few  rare  and  old  books  this  rule  is  not  gen- 
erally followed,  but  the  large  libraries  usually 
adopt  it. 

Arabic  figures,  —  The  use  of  Arabic  figures 
in  the  title  when  the  title-page  gives  Roman  is 
questioned.  The  use  of  large  capitals  instead 
of  small  capitals  for  the  names  of  sovereigns, 
princes,  and  popes  has  been  suggested. 

Abbreviations,  —  The  tendency  now  is  to  use 
as  few  abbreviations  as  po^sible  in  order  to 
make  titles  clear  to  the  public,  and  to  omit 
them  except  for  imprint  information.  The  ab- 
breviations for  forenames  are  generally  disre- 
garded, although  some  libraries  use  only  the 
colon  abbreviations  for  forenames. 

7g.  The  modified  a ^  o,  u,  in  German. — Usage 
varies  in  regard  to  this,  from  the  libraries  (12 
in  number)  that  follow  the  rule,  to  the  libraries 
that  always  write  ae,  oe,  ue  in  the  entry  word 
and  arrange  as  written.  One  library  (Cornell) 
writes  as  found  and  arranges  as  a,  o,  u.  The 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Section,  Boston  Athensum, 
Boston  Public  Library,  Harvard  and  Library 
of  Congress  follow  the  title-page  or  the  author's 
use  of  his  name  and  arrange  always  as  ae,  oe, 
ue.  John  Crerar  Library  writes  and  arranges 
as  on  title-page.  Salem  Public  Library,  which 
follows  the  A.  L.  A.  Rules,  advocates  ae,  oe,  ue, 
on  account  of  difficulties  involved  in  the  other 
arrangement. 

Series, — The  added  entry  for  series  is  usually 
made  under  the  name  of  the  series,  only  one 
library  entering  under  editor. 

/oint  authors, — The    difference    of   opinion 


comes  in  using  more  than  two  names  as  joint 
authors.  Some  make  two,  others  three  authors 
the  limit,  writing  **  &  others"  after  the  first  in- 
stead of  the  names.  Library  of  Congress  sug- 
gests changing  the  rule  to  read  **  shorter  entry  " 
(not  reference)  "  from  each  of  the  others." 

Periodicals  and  Serials, — As  to  form  and  style 
of  periodical  cards  and  transactions  of  societies, 
which  are  in  the  nature  of  serials,  it  is  difficult 
to  make  any  satisfactory  report.  The  follow- 
ing is  offered  for  discussion  : 

How  to  express  the  contents  of  each  library 
as  to  volumes  of  sets; 'whether  it  is  best  to 
enumerate  the  volumes,  or  to  give  inclusive 
volumes  and  dates,  using  the  expression  '*to 
date  "  for  current  serial  publications.  The  latter 
follows  the  Library  School  Rules.  The  former 
is  given  in  the  simplified  Library  School  Rules. 

Subject  headings, — This  has  been  so  recently 
discussed  by  the  Association  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  go  into  detail  concerning  it.  On  printed 
cards  the  top  line  will  be  left  blank  so  that  each 
library  can  supply  its  own  headings.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  know  that  the  "A.  L.  A.  List 
of  subject  headings  "  and  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  on  Subject  Headings  are  very 
generally  followed. 
Other   disputed  points  suggested  for  discussion. 

The  following  have  been  submitted  for  dis- 
cussion by  Harvard  University,  Princeton  Uni- 
versity, and  the  John  Crerar  libraries,  and  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

Married  women's  names. 

Joint  editors  for  cards  —  the  form. 

Shall  all  editors  be  given  in  case  of  periodicals? 

Use  of  dates  of  birth  and  death. 

Anonymous  works  about  persons  and  places. 

Names  of  editors  of  collections  (id).  Library 
of  Congress  suggests  **only  when  the  editor  is 
responsible  for  or  '  originator  of '  the  collection, 
and  the  collection  is  not  one  to  be  continued 
indefinitely,  and  the  original  editor  therefore 
likely  to  be  succeeded  by  others.  In  the  latter 
case  enter  under  title,  especially  if  significant." 

Theses  (ij).  Library  of  Congress  would  add 
**  modern  only  (since  1800)." 

References  (it-x).  Library  of  Congress  would 
substitute  instead  of  ''references"  "dhort 
entry." 

Compound  names  (2c).  Library  of  Congress 
here  would  add,  "  except  the  first  part  of  the 
English  or  the  last  part  of  the  foreign  name  be 
really  the  author's  name." 

Transliteration  (3j).  Oriental  only  (not  Rus- 
fian). 
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CO-OPERATIVE   CATALOGING:   ESTIMATE   OF   COST. 

By  C.  W.  Andrews,  Librarian  John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago t  III. 

'T^HE  cost  of  the  proposed  system  of  co-oper-  these  figures  I  would  refer  to  the  figures  quoted 
^  ative  cataloging  depends  upon  two  fac-  in  the  printed  report  of  the  committee  which 
tors:  first,  the  total  cost  of  the  titles  as  a  divi-  were  obtained  directly  from  the  librarians  of 
dend,  and,  second,  the  extent  to  which  libraries  some  of  the  largest  university  and  reference  li- 
enter  into  the  plan  as  a  divisor.  It  is  evi-  braries.  Still  this  cost  might  be  reduced  con- 
dent,  therefore,  that  even  if  the  first  factor  siderably,  for  it  ought  to  be  possible  for  us 
could  be  determined  with  reasonable  accuracy,  to  take  advantage  of  the  work  done  by  the  Li- 
the second,  and  so  the  final  cost,  can  be  deter-  brary  of  Congress  or  to  work  in  union  with  the 
mined  only  by  experiment.  The  only  safe  way  Publishers*  Weekly^  or  with  the  leading  publish- 
is  to  estimate  all  expenses  liberally  and  all  in-  ing  houses,  so  as  to  obtain  titles  for  American 
come  conservatively.  This  has  been  done  in  publications  at  very  much  less  cost.  If  the 
the  brief  statement  which  follows,  and  it  is  Committee  on  Cataloging  Rules  should  decide 
hoped  that  even  so  the  advantages  of  co-opera-  to  follow  title  pages  exclusively  or  generally, 
tion  will  be  evident.  making  unnecessary  the  expensive  searching  for 
If  the  total  cost  of  the  titles  is  analyzed  it  full  names,  real  names,  authors  of  anonyma, 
will  be  found  to  divide  into  three  parts:  first,  etc.,  the  cost  would  be  still  further  and  very 
the  preparation  of  the  titles;  second,  their  print-  materially  reduced. 

ing;  third,  their  distribution.    Each  of  the  parts  Assuming,  however,  that  the  methods  of  the 

is  composed  of  several   items,  of  which  some  leading  libraries  are  to  be  followed,  the   esti- 

have  been  estimated  with  fair  accuracy  from  mate  seems  to  me  liberal  but  not  excessive.    No 

past  experience  and   others  allowed  for  with  allowance  for  supplies  used  by  the catalogers  is 

great  liberality.  made  here,  because  though  logically  belonging 

The  part  standing  first  in  logical  order,  the  here    it    can    be   included   more  conveniently 

preparation  of  the  titles,  is  both  the  largest  in  under  the  head  of  office  expenses  in  the  distri- 

amount  and  the  most  difficult  to  estimate.     It  bution  of  the  titles. 

includes  the  preliminary  working  up  of  infor-  The  next  part  of  the  work  is  the  printing  of 
mation  as  to  full  names  of  authors,  peculiarities  the  titles,  Here  it  is  possible  to  present  definite 
of  edition  and  imprint,  treatment  of  similar  figures.  At  least  six  American  libraries  now 
works,  etc.,  the  actual  writing  of  the  titles,  the  print  practically  all  their  catalog  cards.  Two 
revision  by  the  editor,  either  the  assignment  of  of  these,  however,  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
subject  headings,  or  better,  in  my  opinion,  the  Harvard  University  Library  do  so  under  con- 
annotation  of  all  misleading  or  insufficient  ditions  which  do  not  permit  comparison  with 
titles,  and  the  reading  of  proof.  How  much  the  others;  two,  Boston  Public  Library  and 
this  will  cost  depends  upon  how  it  is  done,  and  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  print  in  their  own 
by  whom.  I  believe  that  it  w.ll  not  pay  to  buildings  and  with  their  own  employes;  two, 
have  it  done  cheaply,  but  that  it  should  be  done  the  New  York  Public  Library  and  the  John 
as  well  as,  or  if  possible  better  than,  the  best  Crerar  Library,  make  use,  under  contract,  of 
bibliographical  work  now  done  in  any  Ameri-  commercial  establishments.  Eliminating  the 
can  library.  The  estimates  made  include  the  factor  of  the  cost  of  stock,  which  varies  both 
whole  time  of  two  catalogers  at  $1000  a  year;  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  including  for  the 
two-thirds  of  the  time  of  an  editor  at  $1500;  Boston  Public  Library  and  the  Carnegie  Li- 
one-fifth  that  of  a  director  at  $2500;  a  total  of  brary,  Pittsburgh,  their  own  computation  for 
$3500.  This  force  should  be  able  to  prepare  rent,  interest,  and  depreciation,  the  cost  of 
10,000  titles  per  year,  making  a  cost  per  title  of  composition,  correction,  and  prcsswork  seems 
35c.     In  confirmation  of  the  reasonableness  of  to  be  per  title  as  follows:    Boston  Public  Li- 
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brary,    lo  cents;   Carnegie  Library,  ii   cents;  numbers  of  the  titles  or  else   in  alphabetical 

New   York   Public    Library,   12  cents  ;    John  order,  it  would  seem  that  $1500  should  furnish 

Crerar  Library,  13  cents.  sufficient  clerical  assistance,  and  also  supply 

The  agreement  is  so  close  that  it  is  evidently  the  necessary  stationery  and  other  supplies  for 

not  worth  while  to  consider  at  the  present  time  this  work  and  that  of  the  catalogers.    There  still 

the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  printing  remains  the  cost  of  rent  of  rooms  for  office  work 

office  for  the  co-operative  work.    Whether  done  and  for  storage  of  cards  and  electrotypes.     If 

in   one  way  or  the  other  it  would  seem  that  this  charge  and  an  allowance  for  incidentals  be 

after  making  due  allowance  for  an  increase  in  put  at  $500,  the  probable  cost  per  title  of  10,000 

the  presswork,  because  of  the  greater  number  titles  prepared,  printed,  electrotyped,  and  dis- 

of  copies  to  be  printed,  the  expense  of  composi-  tributed  to  30  libraries  would  be  as  follows: 

tion  and  printing  need  not  exceed  1 5  cents  a  title.  Preparation $0  35 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Composition  and  presswork 15 

plan  must  provide  for  subscription,  not  only  at  Electrotypes  made  and  stored. .         10 

the  time  of  printing  but  also  at  any  later  time.  Distribution  and  supplies 15 

This  condition  could  be  met  by  printing  com-  Rem  and  incidentals 5 

paratively  large  numbers  of  cards    for  each  

title  and  resetting  when  those  are  exhausted.  Total $0  80 

but  difficulties  of  storage  and  the  very  great  This  is  the  dividend,  but  the  other  factor,  the 
first  cost  of  the  investment  in  stock  renders  this  divisor  or  the  amount  of  co-operation  will  have 
impracticable.  The  same  objections  are  still  to  be  determined  by  experience.  All  that  can 
stronger  against  retaining  the  type,  but  it  is  be  done  now  is  to  make  certain  assumptions 
quite  possible  to  meet  the  condition  by  keeping  and  see  if  the  results  are  satisfactory, 
linotype  slugs,  electroplates,  or  cellutypes.  We  can  assume  that  all  the  subscribers  take  at 
which  are  stereotypes  made  of  celluloid.  The  least  one  copy  of  every  title.  In  that  case  the 
two  latter  are  very  much  more  convenient  to  price  per  title  would  be  five  cents  if  there  were 
handle,  easier  to  store,  and,  if  the  plates  are  to  16  subscribers;  four  cents,  if  20;  and  three  cents, 
be  kept  indefinitely,  the  cellutype  is  decidedly  if  27.  The  charge  for  cards,  postage,  etc..  ought 
cheaper.  I  am  inclined  for  several  reasons  to  not  to  exceed  $3  per  M,  so  that  the  full  sub- 
favor  the  cellutype,  but  as  its  use  would  be  ex-  scription  for  one  copy  of  each  title  would  be  in 
perimental,  think  it  safer  to  estimate  for  elec-  the  case  of  16  subscribers  $530,  and  for  27  sub- 
troplates  at  eight  cents  a  title,  with  two  cents  scribers  $330,  with  all  extra  cards  wanted  at  $3 
for  storage —  a  total  of  10  cents.  per  M. 

The  third  part  of  the  work  Is  that  of  distribu-  To  many  libraries  this  will  appear  a  per- 

tion.      Here  but  few  data  have  been  found  on  fectly  reasonable  price  for  a  card  bibliography 

which  to  base  an  estimate.     The  clerical  work  of  the  best  current  literature,  but  to  others  it 

will  be  quite  considerable  and  will  require  ac-  will  be  prohibitive,   especially  as  the   10,000 

curacy.     The  cost  per  title  will  vary  with  the  titles  might  be  exceeded,  so  that  it  seems  best  to 

number  of  subscribers.      It  will  vary  also  with  consider    the    alternative  of   each   subscriber 

the  number  of  copies  of  each  title  taken  by  any  ordering  only  the  titles  of  those  books  which  it 

library,  but  this  cost,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com-  intends  to  buy.   Let  us  suppose  that  30  librariei 

mittee,  together  with  that  of  postage  and  any  subscribe  and  that  the  average  of  their  orders  is 

others  which  like  that  increase  in  direct  propor-  2000  titles;  then  the  total  orders  are  6o,QOO. 

tion  to  the  number  of  cards,  should  be  com-  equal  to  six   complete  subscriptions,  and  the 

bined  with  the  cost  of  stock  and  charged  for  at  cost  per  title  is  to  be  divided  by  six  so  that  it 

a  price  per  thousand  cards  in  addition  to  the  becomes  14  cents  per  title,  with  extra  cards  at 

charge  per  title.  $3  per  M. 

Estimating  (perhaps    guessing  would   be  a  At  the  meeting  of  university  librarians  with 

better  word)  that  the  clerical  work  might  in-  the  committee  at  New  York  in  March  it  was 

volve  the   receipt,  checking,  filling,  and  bill-  agreed   without  exception   that  such  libraries 

ing  of  60,000  orders  annually,  1./.,  225  daily  could   not  afford  to  refuse  to  purchase  at   15 

or  30  hourly,  and   supposing  that  the  orders  cents  a  title,  as  at  the  lowest  estimate  they  were 

received   are  arranged    in    the   order   of  the  paying  25  cents  a  title  for  the  work. 
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If  this  is  correct  the  whole  question  is  nar- 
rowed to  the  simple  one:  Can  six  complete  sub- 
scriptions or  their  equivalent  in  partial  subscrip- 
tions be  obtained  ?  I,  for  one,  do  not  doubt  it 
and  really  expect  a  much  more  favorable  result. 

No  estimates  are  submitted  in  regard  to  the 
other  elements  proposed  or  suggested  by  the 
committee  such  as  the  cumulative  index  yearly 
or  10,000  title  volumes,  and  special  bibliogra- 


phies, because  these  will  not  be  issued  unless 
self-supporting.  The  feasibility  of  the  two  lat- 
ter can  be  determined  by  inspection  of  the 
specimen  pages  of  the  '*  List  of  books  in  the 
reading  rooms  of  the  John  Crerar  Library." 
It  is  probable  that  such  bulletins  can  be  printed 
from  the  electrotypes  in  editions  of  500  copies  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  50  cents  a  page  or  seven 
cents  a  title. 


REPORT   ON   ADJUSTMENTS   AND   ORGANIZATION. 

Bv  William  C.  Lame,  Librarian  of  Harvard  University, 

TT'OUR  committee  has  been  trying  to  look  at  variety  in  different  libraries  in  regard  to  the 
this  scheme  for  co-operative  printed  catalog  form  of  subject  headings  that  to  print  a  sub- 
cards  from  various  points  of  view,  in  order  to  ject  heading  on  the  upper  margin  of  the  card  is 
see  what  was  really  wanted  by  the  libraries,  out  of  the  question.  It  remains  to  decide 
where  the  difficulties  lay,  and  what  it  was  practi-  whether  a  suggested  subject  heading  shall  be 
cable  to  do.  The  committee  has  not  yet  arrived  printed  at  the  bottom  of  the  card,  or  whether 
at  a  complete  and  finished  scheme,  but  it  de-  we  shall  try  to  make  the  title  so  explicit  by 
tires  to  present  for  your  information  and  for  means  of  words  added  in  brackets,  or  by  notes 
further  discussion  what  it  has  accomplished  so  stating  the  scope  of  the  book,  or  by  tables  of 
far.  Some  points  which  at  first  seemed  to  offer  contents,  that  the  character  of  the  book  shall  be 
considerable  difKculty  have  appeared  after  clearly  indicated  and  the  library  helped  thereby 
further  examination  and  discussion  to  be  easily  in  assigning  a  suitable  subject  heading.  In  the 
adjusted.  For  example,  libraries  use  cards  of  printed  periodical  cards  now  being  issued  we 
different  size,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  have  tried  printing  a  suggested  subject  heading 
use  one  of  two  standard  sizes ;  and  we  can  at  the  bottom.  What  we  do  is  recognized  as 
meet  the  demands  of  all  that  use  these  sizes  unsatisfactory,  for  the  heading  printed  is  simply 
by  printing  on  a  card  of  the  larger  size,  but  con-  a  suggestion  made  by  one  of  the  co-operating 
fining  our  print  within  such  limits  that  the  card  libraries,  and  we  do  not  attempt  to  reduce  the 
may  be  cut  down  to  the  smaller  size.  suggested  headings  to  a  uniform  system.     If 

Another  point  which  presents  a  difKculty  is  the  same  thing  is  attempted  on  the  printed 
the  position  of  the  shelf-mark  on  the  card,  cards  which  we  are  now  considering,  it  must  be 
Most  libraries  write  the  shelf -mark  in  the  left-  done  more  carefully,  and  libraries  must  be  able 
hand  margin  ;  but  others,  particularly  those  to  depend  upon  the  accuracy  and  uniformity  of 
which  have  already  adopted  a  printed  card,  the  headings  as  printed.  It  seems  to  most  mem- 
place  the  shelf-mark  on  the  right,  in  line  with  bers  of  the  committee  more  practicable  to  con- 
the  author's  name.  In  introducing  printed  fine  our  efforts  to  producing  an  accurate  descrip- 
cards  into  their  caulogs  few  libraries  would  be  tion  of  the  book  by  annotations  supplementing 
willing  to  change  the  customary  position  of  when  necessary  the  title.  Difficulties  In  regard 
the  shelf-mark.  We  must,  therefore,  provide  to  form  of  cataloging  I  need  not  dwell  upon,  as 
that  a  sufficient  upper  margin  shall  be  left  to  another  member  of  the  committee  has  been 
place  the  shelf-mark  at  the  right,  opposite  or  charged  with  presenting  these  points.  But  I 
above  the  author's  name,  and  that  a  sufficient  think  no  serious  interference  with  the  smooth 
margin  at  the  left  shall  remain  blank,  also,  so  working  of  our  plan  need  be  expected  on  this 
that  other  libraries  may  write  the  shelf-mark  at  side, 
the  left  of  the  title.  The  real  difficulty  comes  in  planning  for  the 

The  subject  heading  presents  another  diffi-  systematic  organization  of  the  work  and   for 

culty.     Obviously,  however,  there  is  so  much  the  distribution  of  the  cards  to  the  libraries 
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that  want  them.  As  we  first  thought  the 
scheme  out  it  was  on  the  basis  of  having  the 
cataloging  done  in  a  co-operative  way  by  a 
small  number  of  libraries,  and  there  is  no  seri- 
ous obstacle  to  making  a  plan  which  shall 
serve  the  needs  of  the  co-operating  libraries. 
They  would  send  their  copy  to  a  central  bureau 
which  would  superintend  the  printing  of  all 
title!  and  the  distribution  of  the  cards  to  the  li- 
braries. Arrangements  would  of  course  be 
made  so  that  no  two  libraries  should  catalog 
the  same  books.  This  plan  perhaps  does  not 
appeal  to  a  library  which  already  has  a  well 
organized  system  of  printing  its  catalog  cards, 
such  as  the  Boston  Public  Library  which 
owns  two  linotypes  and  which  probably  would 
not  find  it  to  its  advantage  to  enter  upon  a  plan 
of  this  kind  in  co-operation  with  others.  At 
the  same  time  it  might  be  quite  possible  to  se- 
cure from  the  Boston  Public  Library  a  certain 
amount  of  assistance  without  any  expense  or 
trouble  to  that  library  and  with  great  advan- 
tage to  the  other  libraries  concerned.  But  if 
we  try  to  extend  this  system  and  make  it  meet 
the  needs  of  a  considerable  number  of  libra- 
ries, large  and  small;  and  if  at  the  same  time 
we  try  to  cover  both  current  books  and  old 
books,  more  troublesome  questions  appear. 

To  get  the  titles  supplied  promptly,  to  inform 
the  libraries  of  the  titles  they  can  obtain,  and  to 
send  out  to  them  all  they  want  and  no  others, 
presents  a  serious  problem.  Our  aim  should 
be  to  give  to  any  library,  at  any  time,  any  title 
which  it  wants.  To  accomplish  this  we  must 
keep  on  hand  all  the  type,  in  the  form  either  of 
linotype  slugs  or  of  electrotypes,  which  has 
been  set  up.  We  must  have  in  addition  a 
brief  index-list  or  register  in  order  that  libra- 
ries may  be  informed  of  what  titles  are  avail- 
able. For  certain  classes  of  books,  therefore,  a 
better  plan  can  doubtless  be  developed  than  the 
simple  one  of  several  libraries  co-operating  for 
the  cataloging  of  their  own  books.  The  gen- 
eral character  of  such  a  plan  is  indicated  by  the 
experience  of  the  Publishing  Section  in  furnish- 
ing, as  it  has  done  for  several  years,  cards  for 
current  American  books.  The  main  drawback 
to  our  present  plan  is  that  each  library  is  com- 
pelled to  take  all  the  cards  that  we  print. 
We  have  not  so  far  seen  our  way  clear  to 
allow  a  library  to  select  simply  the  titles 
which  it  needs.      A  second  drawback  is  that 


even  under  this  arrangement  a  library  is  of- 
ten in  doubt  whether  it  is  to  receive  cards  for 
a  given  book  or  not.  We  have  succeeded  fairly 
well,  but  only  fairly  well,  in  supplying  the  cards 
promptly.  If  we  have  failed  in  this  respect  it 
has  been  in  spite  of  constant  endeavors  to  se- 
cure prompt  service.  The  real  difficulty  is  in 
getting  publishers  to  send  us  their  books 
promptly.  With  the  establishment  of  a  central 
bureau  for  cataloging  in  New  York,  and  with 
arrangements  for  keeping  in  stock  electrotypes 
of  all  the  titles  printed,  I  think  we  could  now 
undertake  to  furnish  cards  for  all  the  current 
publications  of  a  specified  list  of  English  and 
American  publishers;  and  we  could  allow  each 
library,  as  it  receives  the  books  of  these  pub- 
lishers or  orders  them,  to  send  a  brief  title  list 
or  a  duplicate  order  to  the  central  bureau, 
knowing  that  it  could  receive  cards  for  all  the 
works  published  by  these  publishers  with  rea- 
sonable promptness.  We  should,  of  course,  as 
at  present,  also  offer  to  send  the  full  set  of 
cards  printed;  but  in  that  case  the  subscription 
might  be  confined  to  a  single  card  for  each 
book,  and  duplicate  cards  could  be  ordered 
when  needed.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  booksel- 
lers should  not  also  co-operate  with  us  and  sup- 
ply to  their  customers  cards  for  these  new  books. 
The  current  foreign  books  could  be  provided 
for  in  somewhat  the  same  way,  but  the  ground 
of  selection  would  obviously  have  to  be  differ- 
ent. By  most  libraries  foreign  books  are  im- 
ported through  an  agent  doing  business  in  New 
York  or  Boston.  The  number  of  these  import- 
ing houses  is  very  limited,  and  it  may  be  esti- 
mated that  from  75  to  90  per  cent,  of  books  im- 
ported for  American  libraries  come  through 
these  agents.  This  suggests  that  the  place  to 
catalog  these  books  is  while  they  are  still  in 
the  hands  of  the  importer  and  before  they  get 
distributed .  to  the  libraries.  If  forty  libraries 
should  say  to  their  importing  agent  in  New 
York  :  *'  We  want  you  to  send  us  catalog  cards 
for  all  the  foreign  books  or  for  all  the  current 
foreign  books,  which  you  import  for  us,"  I 
think  we  could  undertake  to  supply  them.  We 
should  have  to  arrange  with  the  New  York  im- 
porters to  be  allowed  to  see  and  use  their  books 
as  soon  as  imported,  catalog  them  as  promptly 
as  possible,  print  the  cards,  and  supply  the  im- 
porters or  libraries  direct  with  the  cards  as 
soon  as  printed. 
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There  remains  to  be  considered  the  old  books  through  booksellers  in  New  York.  For  old 
—  books  not  of  the  current  year  or  of  the  year  books  a  list  of  this  kind  is  needed  to  give  other 
just  elapsed.  A  much  smaller  number  of  libraries  information  of  what  titles  can  be  had, 
books  are  bought  at  the  same  time  by  two  or  but  such  titles  need  not  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
moredifferentlibraries  and  there  is  a  correspond-  tion  of  other  libraries  very  promptly.  For  the 
ing  smaller  saving  in  cataloging  them  by  a  cen-  current  American  books  an  issue  of  the  list 
tral  bureau.  As  a  beginning,  in  dealing  with  once  a  year  might  be  sufficient, 
books  of  this  kind  I  believe  we  shall  do  well  to  As  to  promptness  of  service,  it  is  desirable, 
confine  our  printing  to  books  received  by  three  of  course,  that  cards  should  be  provided  as 
or  four  co-operating  libraries  who  can  be  de-  promptly  as  possible  ;  but,  after  all,  absolute 
pended  upon  to  do  careful  work.  What  we  promptness  is  not  obtainable  and,  as  it  seems  to 
print  for  them  we  can  offer  to  other  libraries  at  me,  is  not  essential.  Libraries  perhaps  do  not 
a  moderate  price,  and  then,  perhaps,  after  this  realize  this  fact  as  clearly  as  they  might.  Pro- 
work  has  been  well  organized,  we  can  say  to  vided  that  you  know  that  you  are  to  have  a 
other  libraries:  "If  there  are  other  books  card  for  a  given  book,  there  is  no  necessity  of 
which  you  want  cataloged,  send  us  the  titles,  keeping  the  book  itself  in  the  cataloger's  hands 
and  we  will  have  them  printed  for  you  in  the  until  the  card  appears.  The  necessary  checks 
same  form  as  those  we  are  already  printing,  may  be  put  on  the  title-page  ;  any  notes  you 
And  such  of  these  titles  as  would  in  our  opinion  please  made  for  future  use  in  regard  to  shelf- 
be  useful  for  us  to  have  in  stock  we  will  accept  marks,  references,  etc.,  and  the  book  may  be 
and  keep  on  file  for  the  benefit  of  other  libraries.*'  sent  along  into  circulation.     Whether  the  card 

One  other  essential  portion  of  the  plan  re-  goes  at  the  same  moment  into  your  catalog  or 

mains  to  be  spoken  of.     To  make  our  titles  of  not,  the  books  has  gone  with  other  new  books 

use  to  libraries  generally  we  need  a  brief  index  where  it  is  accessible  to  the  public,  and  that  is 

or  register  of    them.      For  current  American  what  the  librarian  tries  to  accomplish.     The 

books  this  is  not  of  special  importance  when  immediate  presence  of  the  card  in  the  catalog 

the  books  are  first  published ;  but  for  foreign  is  of  less  importance  so  long  as  the  book  is  to 

books  and  for  old  books  it  is  a  necessary  part  be  found  on  the  shelf. 

of  our  plan,  and  it  becomes  so  for  the  current        The  Co-operation  Committee  asks  from  the 

American  books  as  soon  as  they  become  old  members  of  the  Association  a  full  discussion  of 

books.     This  index  could  be  printed  by  means  these  plans  and  the  suggestion  of  any  improve- 

of  the   linotype,   restricting   the    titles    in  all  ments  which  can  be  made.     If  there  seems  to 

cases  to  a  single  line.     In  this  way  it  would  be  be  a  prospect  of  general  support  for  a  scheme 

possible  to  make  it  cumulative  to  any  extent  de-  of  co-operative  cataloging,  conducted  on  these 

sirable.      For  the   foreign  books  such  a    list  general  lines,   the  committee  will  be  glad   to 

should  be  issued  at  short  intervals  for  the  ben-  give  the  matter  further  consideration  and  work 

efit  of   those    libraries  which  'do  not  import  it  out  in  still  greater  detail. 
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REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE   ON   LIBRARY   SCHOOLS. 

By  John  C.  Dana,  Chairman, 


'\XrE  have  found  it  impossible  to  visit  all  of 
the  four  library  schools  which  we  have 
chiefly  taken  into  consideration.  Miss  Hasse 
has  visited  the  Pratt ;  Mr.  Crunden,  the  Illinois  ; 
Mr.  Dana,  the  Pratt  and  the  Albany.  The  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  actual  work  of  the 
schools  has  been  almost  nil.  We  cannot,  in  our 
criticisms,  go  beyond  certain  general  remarks 
made  in  the  light  of  our  observation  of  grad- 
uates, conversation  with  library  school  instruc- 
tors, printed  reports,  and  answers  to  letters  of 
inquiry.  Our  report  is  therefore  very  inade- 
quate. We  wish  in  opening  to  call  attention  to 
this  inadequacy  and  to  emphasize  the  sugges- 
tions we  make  elsewhere,  due  in  part  to  Mr. 
Josephson,  of  Chicago,  that  the  Association  take 
such  steps  as  will  put  it  in  close  touch  with  edu- 
cation for  librarianship  and  will  enable  it  to 
give  or  withhold  its  endorsement  of  schools  or 
training  classes  with  an  assurance  born  of  full 
knowledge. 

Summer  schools  and  training  classes  we  have 
only  incidentally  taken  into  consideration.  We 
are  compelled  to  approve  of  every  effort  made 
to  increase  the  knowledge  and  skill  of  library 
workers.  No  form  of  education  for  librarian- 
ship  should  be,  in  our  opinion,  discouraged. 
But  we  cann  it  state  too  strongly  our  conviction 
that  both  schools  and  training  classes  should 
not  permit  the  impression  to  go  abroad  that 
their  work  is  greater  than  it  really  is.  Form 
must  be  distinguished  from  substance.  Short 
roads  do  not  lead  to  the  summits  of  high  moun- 
tains. Trained  workers,  experts,  and  experi- 
enced librarians  are  not  made  in  six  weeks,  and 
at  the  end  of  nine  months  they  are  still  in  the 
making.  There  is  nothing  esoteric  in  library 
economy.  There  are  good  library  schools  be- 
cause there  are  good  librarians.  All  schools, 
and  especially  all  schools  which  profess  to  pre- 
pare one  quickly  for  a  certain  narrow  field,  are 
subject  to  the  blight  of  the  cult,  the  mildew  of 
the  -ism,  and  themegalocephaly  of  the  diploma. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  certain  figures 
and  statements  in  regard  to  each  school,  which 
we  hope  will  be  found  of  interest  in  connection 
with  this  report : 


NAMB  OP  SCHOOL. 


Opened 

Instructors 

Collejgre  craduates  . . . 

Pubbc  librarians 

Subscription  lib'ns.. 

State  librarians 

College  litnarians. . . . 

Pupils  xst  year 

Pupils  ad  year 

Admission 


Hours  in  school  year . . 

Cataloffin^ 

Cla88im:ation 

Book-making 

All  other  topics 

Students  to  date 

Employed  in  libraries. . 

ILibrarians 

ICataloffers 

Other  Tib.  positions . . 

At.  salary  01  librarians. 

'*       *'  catalogers 

'*       "  assisunts. 

Cost  per  year 

Materials 

LivinfT....... 

Tuition 

Visits 


ALBANY. 


1887 
II 

5 

I 
o 
I 

9 

30 
10 

H.  S.  & 

9  yr.col. 

1590 
540 


1^ 


807 
998 

«39 
47 

•^' 

•"31 

946 

X097 

365 
90 

950 
80 

as 


tORBXBL. 


1899 

6 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

90 

. .  *• 

H.S. 

ed'n.& 

exam. 

1400 

560 

40 

16 

784 
96 
50 
6 
99 
99 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•370 

90 

95© 

80 

ao 


ILLINOIS 


X893 

6 

4 
I 
o 
o 

9 

a4 

96 
H.  S.  & 
9  yr.col. 

1690 

3" 
X16 

ii6l 
68 
56 

90 

as 

XI 

$900 

790 

790 

3a4 

as 

940 

34 


PRATT. 


1800 

4 

X 

I 

o 

o 

90 

H.i. 
ed*n.& 
exam. 
1500 

930 

X06 

19 

XI59 
170 
X39 

30 

33 

^  57 
|8o8 

667 

666 

38a 

as 
95a 

75 

30 


Of  the  schools  in  general  we  would  say  that, 
as  far  as  our  investigations  go,  they  seem  to  be 
worthy  of  the  praise  that  has  been  given  them 
in  previous  reports,  as  regards  courses  of  study, 
distribution  of  work,  technical  equipment, 
strict  attention  to  business,  and  enthusiasm  of 
both  instructors  and  pupils  —  with  one  excep- 
tion. We  believe  that  too  much  attention,  rel- 
atively, is  given  to  the  subjects  of  cataloging 
and  classification.  The  preponderating  atten- 
tion given  to  these  topics  is  probably  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  are  among  the  few  things  in 
library  management  which  are  so  formulated 
that  they  can  be  taught.  Apprentices  and 
library  school  students  almost  invariably  think 

*  (Albany)  Includes  one  branch  librarian,  90  first  anist- 
ants,  13  reference  librarians,  two  heads  of  loan  depart- 
ment, two  in  charge  of  selection  of  txmks,  two  children's 
librarians,  13  other  important  positions. 

t  (Drexel)  The  fact  that  none  of  the  Drexel  instructors 
have  been  in  charge  of  any  kind  of  a  library,  as  shown 
in  this  table,  does  not  indicate  that  they  are  without  ex- 
perience. On  the  contrary,  the  experience  of  several  of 
the  instructors  has  been  wide  and  varied. 

X  (Pratt)  Including  outside  lecturers  of  whom  four  are 
college  graduates. 

I  Classification  of  employment  not  exact. 
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cataloging  the  most  important  part  of  library  rianship  and  other  learned  professions,  the  law, 

work,  because  it  is  most  technical,  and  the  time  medicine,  etc.    The  comparison  is  usually  ac- 

given  to  it  in  the  schools  encourages  them  in  companied  with  the  statement  that  librarianship 

this  thought.  is  not  usually  put  in  the  same  rank  with  these 

The  situation,  as  to  education  for  library  callings.  Can  we  expect  it  ?  When  we  chal- 
work,  is  completely  reversed  from  what  it  was  lenge  public  recognition  of  librarianship  we 
when  library  schools  first  opened.  Then  the  must  be  prepared  to  have  it  considered  as  se- 
question  was  whether  preparation  for  library  riously  as  are  those  professions  with  which 
work  could  be  obtained  in  a  library  school ;  we  invite  comparison.  Are  we  prepared  to  do 
now  it  seems  to  be,  in  the  minds  of  library  so?  We  are  aware,  of  course,  that  the  general 
school  people,  whether  training  for  library  practitioner  in  law  or  medicine,  and  the  libra- 
work  can  be  obtained  anywhere  else.  rian,  work  under  widely  different  circumstances. 

This  is  due  to  several  causes;  but  chiefly  to  and  that  those  circumstances,  in  a  comparison, 
the  natural  tendency  of  educational  institutions  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  We  do  not 
to  grow  into  the  thought  that  such  formal  edu-  forget  this,  but  we  wish  to  point  out  very  plain- 
cation  as  they  impart  is  of  more  importance,  ly  the  impropriety  on  the  part  of  the  library 
relatively  to  native  ability  and  the  education  of  profession  of  assuming  for  itself  a  rank  equal  to 
daily  life,  than  it  really  is.  Then,  from  any  that  of  the  established  professions.  While  we 
worthy  school,  and  our  library  schools  are  all  should  not  arrogate  to  ourselves  a  rank  equal 
worthy,  there  go  out  graduates  who  are  united  to  that  of  the  established  professions,  it  should 
in  their  efforts  to  exalt  their  own  alma  mafersLud  be  our  constant  aim  to  insist  on  such  scholastic 
insist  daily  and  hourly  on  its  value  and  the  and  professional  training  as  will  eventually  lead 
value  of  like  schools  generally.  Again,  the  to  the  universal  recognition  of  librarianship  as 
little  halo  which  surrounds  organizations  ex-  a  learned  profession.  We  place  great  emphasis 
tends  to  schools  of  almost  any  sort.  Again,  the  on  previous  scholastic  training  as  a  necessary 
graduate  of  a  technical  school  has  usually,  no  foundation  for  such  recognition, 
doubt,  as  compared  with  average  non-schooled  It  is  often  claimed  that  the  apprentice  system 
people,  a  little  more  enthusiasm,  a  little  wider  a£fects  the  general  scale  of  wages  for  library 
acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  her  profes-  work,  and  that  in  the  competition  of  trained 
slon  and  a  certain  glibness  in  the  use  of  the  pat-  with  untrained  workers  the  former  suffer, 
ter  of  her  calling  which  she  sometimes  mistakes  Your  committee  has  made  no  investigation 
for  breadth,  and  others  not  initiated  sometimes  bearing  upon  this  question;  but  from  general 
take  for  depth.  This  is  not  saying  that  formal  observation  it  would  draw  this  conclusion :  that 
education  for  library  work  is  not  a  good  thing,  the  average  worker,  a  library  school  graduate. 
It  is  suggesting  simply  that  it  is  often  not  as  of  no  independent  experience,  who  is  fitted  to 
much  of  a  good  thing  as  those  who  impart  it  and  take  (i)  a  secondary  place  in  a  large  library,  or 
those  who  receive  it  assume.  (2)  the  position  at  the  head  of  a  department  in 

In  our  consideration  of  library  education  we  a  medium  library,  or  (3)  the  librarianship  of  a 
have  been  led  to  the  conclusion  that  breadth  of  small  library,  finds  that  her  school  training  in 
vision  and  general  zeal  are  two  of  the  more  im-  the  two  former  cases  does  not  increase  her 
portantof  the  things  imparted  by  library  schools  value  to  the  library  above  that  of  a  trained  ap- 
to  their  pupils,  and  to  the  further  conclusion  prentice,  and  that  only  in  the  latter  case  does 
that  a  much  smaller  number  of  libraries  than  she  have  a  comparatively  undisputed  field.  By 
we  had  supposed  endeavor  to  give  these  two  far  the  larger  number  of  positions  to  be  filled 
very  important  things  to  their  assisunts.  If  are  those  of  the  two  former  classes;  and  if  her 
we  are  right  in  our  conclusion  here  is  some-  training  does  not  increase  her  value  to  the  li- 
thing  which  the  library-education  committee,  brary  for  these  positions  above  that  of  an  ap- 
which  we  suggest,  should  Uke  into  considera-  prentice,  it  is  not  the  apprentice  system  but  the 
tion  and  try  to  correct.  Every  library  should  want  of  superior  training,  scholastic  and  pro- 
be a  library  school.  Every  assisunt  capable  of  fessional,  that  affects  the  scale  of  wages  for  li- 
growth  should  be  encouraged  to  grow,  in  knowl-  brary  work.  Furthermore,  the  larger  part  of 
edge,  breadth  and  zeal.  school  training  is  concentrated  upon  cataloging 

Comparisons  are  often  made  between  libra-  and  the  manipulation  of  the  various  record  de» 
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vices.  Naturally  the  market  gradually  tends 
to  become  glutted  with  trained  workers,  all 
having  the  same  accomplishments,  and  it  is  this 
congested  condition  of  the  market  which  regu- 
lates wages.  This  is  more  particularly  notice- 
able in  eastern  communities  where  the  larger 
number  of  positions  to  be  filled  are  of  the  first 
and  second  classes  previously  named.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  librarian  of  the  large  library, 
having  incorporated  within  it  special  depart- 
ments each  requiring  the  care  of  a  specialist, 
cannot  go  to  the  schools  and  select  from  among 
the  graduates  a  trained  worker.  He  must 
make  his  selections  from  persons  who  have  fit- 
ted themselves  for  special  work  without  the  aid 
of  school  training,  because  the  special  branches 
in  which  they  desire  to  engage  themselves  are 
not  taught  in  the  schools. 

We  have  not  yet  fully  recognized  the  dififeren- 
tiation  in  library  administration.  It  is  essential 
in  library  instruction  to  give  due  consideration 
to  this  differentiation,  which  is  becoming  more 
and  more  well  defined.  For  instance,  the  sub- 
ject of  the  administration  of  the  state  library  is 
much  neglected  and  that  of  the  college  library 
is  hardly  more  than  hinted  at.  It  is  the  admin- 
istration of  the  free  circulating  library  which 
has  thus  far  chiefly  received  attention. 

An  organized  school,  with  its  graduates  as 
its  friends,  with  the  prestige  of  its  name.  Us 
courses,  etc.,  can  and  does  have  great  influence 
in  the  matter  of  securing  positions  for  its  stu- 
dents. 

As  the  figures  we  give  show,  the  library 
schools  have  been  very  successful  in  placing 
their  graduates.  We  cannot,  therefore,  con- 
clude that  the  schools  are  doing  first-class  edu- 
cational work  unless  we  know  how  much  edu- 
cation and  experience  their  graduates  had  be- 
fore they  went  to  the  school ;  how  long  after 
their  graduation  they  spent  in  apprenticeship 
work  before  they  achieved  their  success;  and 
how  their  general  ability  compares  with  that 
of  the  people  who  enter  the  libiary  as  ap- 
prentices or  as  untrained  employes.  If  the 
library  school  raises  the  level  of  library  work- 
ers by  keeping  up  a  high  entrance  standard, 
thus  selecting  the  more  intelligent  and  more  ex- 
perienced of  applicants,  as  of  course  they  do, 
then  they  are  doing  a  good  thing.  But  libraries 
with  training  classes  are  doing  the  same  thing, 
if  they  hold,  as  they  nearly  all  do,  competitive 
examinations   for  admissions  to  their  classes. 


Every  librarian  tries  to  get  the  best  available 
material.  The  opinion  is  common  that  any- 
body can  work  in  a  library.  Young  people 
look  at  the  records  of  library  school  graduates 
and  note  what  they  have  achieved  after  a  year 
of  study  in  a  school  and  conclude  that  getting  a 
good  job  in  a  library  Is  a  comparatively  simple 
thing.  They  will  not  be  persuaded  to  the  con- 
trary for  a  long  time  to  come.  Only  by  uniting 
in  keeping  the  standard  of  admission  high  to  li- 
brary and  school  alike  can  we  bring  this  about, 
and  slowly  at  the  best. 

Library  schools  cannot  be  considered  with- 
out taking  up  the  whole  subject  of  library  train- 
ing, however  acquired.  We  believe  that  it  is 
still  true  that  most  librarians,  were  they  asked 
this  question  —  ''Other  things  being  equal 
(health,  appearance,  formal  education,  etc.), 
would  you  choose  for  an  assistant  a  person  who 
had  worked  two  years  in  a  library  like  your 
own,  or  one  who  had  spent  two  years  in  a 
library  school  and  no  time  as  a  library  assist- 
ant ?  "  —  would  answer  —  *'  The  former."  They 
would  be  quite  sure  so  to  answer  if  the  person 
of  library  experience  had  had  opportunities  for 
all  'round  work  and  general  observation. 

Again,  This  is  not  a  condemnation  of  the 
school.  Some  will  say  it  is  a  condemnation  of 
librarians.  To  us,  it  is  an  indication  that  the 
art  and  science  of  library  work  are  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently formulated  to  be  capable  of  full  pres- 
entation in  any  school;  that  a  few  persons 
fairly  well-experienced  in  library  economy  do 
not  necessarily  make  of  themselves  a  better 
teaching  force  by  calling  themselves  a  school 
than  do  a  like  set  of  people  who  are  simply 
united  as  the  staff  of  a  library;  and  that  in  a 
profession  which,  like  librarianship,  is  in  its 
formative  stage,  daily  contact  with  actual  con- 
ditions—  brains  and  some  experience  of  life 
being  presupposed — is  the  one  thing  essential 
to  the  progress  of  wisdom.  Library  work  can 
be  learned,  but  as  yet  it  is  something  that 
can't  be  taught  in  all  its  fulness. 

But  we  believe  the  schools  are  good  things, 
that  they  &re  doing  good  work.  They  have 
made  librarianship  more  professional.  They 
have  helped  to  magnify  our  calling.  They  in 
the  main  deserve  their  success.  The  A.  L.  A. 
should  help  them  to  elevate  their  standards. 
But  doing  this  it  should  not  overestimate  their 
present  worth,  and  should  not  forget  that, 
while  in  some  libraries  the  assistants  become 


86 


MONTREAL   CONFERENCE. 


machines  If  not  fossils,  a  good  many  librarians 
train  assistants  as  well  as  do  the  schools  them- 
selves. We  believe,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
that  there  are  many  librarians  who  prefer  to 
train  new  assistants  into  the  local  methods  of  a 
library  rather  than  to  entrain  trained  workers. 
We  recommend  : 

1.  That  the  Committee  on  Library  Schools  be 
changed  into  a  Committee  on  Instruction  in 
Librarianship  ; 

2.  That  this  committee  include  not  less  than 
five  members,  and  that  each  member  thereof 
serve  for  at  least  three  years. 

3.  That  one  or  more  members  of  the  commit- 
tee be  required  to  visit,  during  each  year,  such 


library  schools  and  training  classes  as  the  Asso- 
ciation shall  specify,  the  travelling  expenses 
of  each  member  to  be  paid  by  the  Associa- 
tion. 

4.  That  each  year  the  committee  make  a  re- 
port on  such  library  schools  and  classes  as  the 
Association  may  designate,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  character  of  the  students  who  are 
admitted  to  the  school,  the  courses  of  study 
therein,  and  the  grade  of  instructors  and  the 
character  of  instruction. 

5.  That  the  committee  make  to  the  Association 
such  recommendations  in  regard  to  these  schools 
and  classes  as  may,  under  the  circumstances, 
be  warranted. 


REPORT   OF   THE   A.   L.    A.   PUBLISHING   SECTION. 


By  William  C.  Lane,   Treasurer^  Librarian  of  Harvard  University. 


'T^HE  Publishing  Section  presents  herewith 
its  customary  statement  of  accounts,  sum- 
marizing the  business  affairs  of  the  Section  for 
the  year  1899,  and  showing  in  regard  to  each 
publication  the  net  balance  for  or  against  it  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penses of  the  year,  and  the  balance  standing 
to  debit  or  credit  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The 
number  of  copies  sold  of  each  publication  and 
the  number  of  copies  remaining  on  hand  is  also 
given.  The  most  striking  point  to  be  noticed 
in  regard  to  the  year  is  the  small  number  of 
copies  sold  of  our  various  bibliographical  book 
publications.  This  may  be  in  some  measure 
due  to  the  circumstance  that  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year  a  change  in  the  arrangements 
for  handling  our  publications  was  in  progress, 
but  the  principal  cause  must  be  that,  most 
libraries  that  cared  to  own  them  being  already 
supplied,  our  method  of  sale  failed  to  bring  our 
books  to  the  attention  of  the  ordinary  book- 
buyer  through  the  trade. 

On  January  i,  1900,  our  larger  book  publica- 
tions were  transferred  to  Messrs.  Houghton, 
Mifflin  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  who  will  in  future  act 
as  our  publishers.  The  Library  Bureau  retains 
the  '*List  of  subject  headings,"  since  the  demand 
for  that  comes  almost  exclusively  from  libraries. 
The  cards  for  current  books  are  also  issued  for 
us  by  the  Library  Bureau,  but  the  other  card 
publications,  though  manufactured  for  us  by 


the  Library  Bureau,  should  be  ordered  directly 
of  the  Publishing  Section,  to  which  also  the 
bills  for  them  are  to  be  paid.  The  little  books, 
'*  List  of  French  fiction,"  '*  Books  for  boys  and 
girls,"  etc.,  also  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Section.  It  is  evident  that  our  book 
publications  have  had  only  a  moderate  degree 
of  success,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  *'  A. 
L.  A.  index"  and  the  "  List  of  subject  headings" 
they  have  not  brought  back  the  money  put  into 
them.  All  our  card  publications,  however, 
have  been  successful  from  the  beginning  and 
the  profit  on  them  has  more  than  made  up  for 
the  deficit  on  the  books,  for  it  should  be  noticed 
that,  although  the  statement  shows  on  all  the 
publication  accounts  taken  together  an  ex- 
cess of  expenditures  over  receipts  of  $697.48, 
yet  the  sum  of  $971.78  has  now  been  spent  in 
preparatory  work  on  the  second  edition  of  the 
**  A.  L.  A.  index"  and  the  "  Portrait  index," 
works  which  have  as  yet  had  no  opportunity  to 
bring  us  any  income.  Throwing  out  these  two 
items,  the  total  receipts  on  our  publications  ex- 
ceed the  expense  by  $274.30.  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  expense  of 
"  Books  for  girls  and  women"  and  of  "  French 
fiction"  and  the  cost  of  editorial  work  on  the 
"Fine  art  bibliography"  were  met  by  private 
generosity,  else  the  story  told  by  our  accounts 
would  be  very  different. 
A  few  notes  of  explanation  in  regard  to  cer- 
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tain  Items  will  be  of  general  interest.     The  sale  which  were  turned  over  by  him  to  the  Section 

of  the  List  of  subject  headings  having  proved  in  the  first  place.     The  total  expenses  and  re- 

so  good»  and  the  receipts  being  substantially  in  ceipts  for  the  1896,  1897,  and  1898  cards  taken 

excess  of  the  cost,  the  Section  voted  to  pay  over  together  were  $216  and  $223.67  respectively, 

from  time  to  time  to  Mr.  G.  M.  Jones  who  had  showing  a  balance  of  profit  of  $7.67,  not  a  very 

done,  without  remuneration,  most  of  the  work  encouraging  outlook  for  the  editor,   yet  the 

of  editing  the  List,  20ji»  of  the  net  profits;  and  work  that  is  put  into  these  cards  calls  for  the 

the  treasurer  accordingly  had  the  pleasure  of  best  qualities  of  judgment  and  scholarship;  and 

making  a  first  payment  to  Mr.  Jones  of  $56.96  such  work  should  not  remain  without  remune- 

on  account  of  sales  up  to  December  31,  1899.  ration.    The  criticisms  on  the  cards  that  have 

The  preparation  of  the  new  edition  of  the^.  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Publishing  Section  in- 

Z.  A,  index  has  been  rapidly  pushed  forward  dicate  that  too  large  a  number  of  the  titles  re- 

under  Mr.  Fletcher's  supervision,  and  a  portion  corded  are  not  such  as  the  popular  library  is 

of  it  is  already  in  the  printer's  hands.  likely  to  buy.    That  is  to  say,  the  libraries  do 

The  work  on  the  Portrait  index  also  still  pro-  not  seem  to  care  to  record  in  this  form  informa- 
gresses  without  interruption.  Several  collab-  tion  in  regard  to  books  which  they  may  not  have 
orators  in  different  parts  of  the  country  are  still  on  their  own  shelves,  but  might  be  able  to  get  for 
at  work,  and  since  August,  1899,  Mr.  C.  W.  their  readers  elsewhere.  With  the  further  exten- 
Plympton  has  been  continuously  in  the  employ  sion  of  the  practice  of  inter-library  loaning  this 
of  the  Publishing  Section  engaged  in  indexing  opportunity  may  come  to  be  better  appreciated, 
material  accesible  in  the  libraries  of  Boston  and  but  at  present  such  information  Is  not  In  de- 
Cambridge  and  not  already  provided  for.  In  mand.  Under  these  circumstances  the  question 
this  way  a  very  considerable  addition  has  been  of  continuing  the  publication  of  these  annotated 
made  to  the  material  in  hand  which  now  cards  or  of  extending  the  plan  to  other  fields  is 
amounts  to  some  60,000  cards,  and  the  work  of  one  that  deserves  careful  consideration, 
arranging  this  material  in  one  alphabet  has  just  It  has  been  suggested  to  the  Publishing  Sec- 
been  begun.  tion  that  the  field  now  covered  might  be  ex- 

The  printed  cards  for  current  hooks  have  re-  tended  to  cover  all  historical  publications  in 

corded  1340  titles  for  the  year,  almost  the  same  English,  but  that  the  books  treated  should  be 

number  as  that  cataloged    last    year    (1330).  limited  to  those  of  more  popular  interest.    The 

Our  thanks   are    due  to  the  publishers   who  Section  would  be  glad  to  hear  expressions  of 

have  sent  us  their  publications  and  have  thus  opinion  in  regard  to  this  suggestion  from  the 

made  the  continuance   of  this  work  possible,  members  of  the  Association, 

but  it  is  difificult  to  keep  the  publishers  inter-  One  unexpected  use  of  these  titles  has  ap- 

ested  in  this  undertaking,  and  it  seems  to  be  peared.     The  attention  of  the  American  Hlstor- 

difi&cult  for  them  to  supply  us  with  the  books  ical  Association  having  been  called  to  them,  the 

promptly,  yet  prompt  service  is  absolutely  es-  association  offered  to  print  the  titles  and  anno- 

sential  to  the  usefulness  of  the  cards.      If  the  tations  with  our  permission  in  their  annual  vol- 

plans  for   co-operative    cataloging  which  the  ume  provided  the  notes  should  be  so  modified 

Co-operation  Committee  has  to  propose  are  car-  as  to  express  no  opinions  of  absolute  or  relative 

ried  out  some  general  reorganization  of  this  value^  but  to  become  purely  descriptive.    This 

work  may  prove  desirable.  change  the  Historical  Association  considered 

The  subscription  list  of  the  Annotated  cards  on  essential  on  account  of  the  relations  of  the  asso- 

EngUsh  history  does  not  increase  from  year  to  elation  to  the  government  and  the  publication 

year  as  we  had  hoped  it  would,  but  remains  of  its  proceedings  as  government  documents, 

practically  stationary  at  about  100  subscribers.  The  Publishing  Section  consented  to  this  being 

59  sets  of  the  cards  and  50  copies  of  the  pam-  done  on  condition  that  an  explicit  statement 

phlet  being  subscribed  for  in  the  case  of  the  should  be  introduced  setting  forth  the  character 

1899  titles.    This  only  barely  covers  the  cost  of  of  the  annotations  as  printed  on  the  cards,  and 

printing  and  leaves  nothing  to  pay  the  editor,  the  character  of  the  change  which  had  been 

For  1898  a  moderate  payment  was  made  to  Mr.  made  in  them. 

Johnston,  but  this   payment    was  only  about  The  printed  cards  for  periodical  ptthHcmtiotts 

equal  to  the  value  of  the  sets  of  1896  cards  have  covered  2916  titles  in  the  year  1899,  against 
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2645  in  the  11  months  of  the  previous  year.  A  1899.  These  five  works  were  the  annual  reports 
suggested  subject  heading  is  printed  at  the  foot  of  the  U.  S.  National  Museum  from  1886-1894 
of  each  card  according  to  the  system  begun  in  (173  cards),  the  annual  reports  of  the  Bureau 
March,  1899,  and  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  of  Ethnology  from  1879-1895  (173  cards),  De- 
and  probably  repays  the  slight  trouble  and  ex-  pew's  *'One  hundred  years  of  American  com- 
pense  involved,  provided  subscribers  remember  merce"  (203  cards).  Bulletin  and  Memoirs  of  the 
that  these  headings  are  only  suggestions  made  New  York  State  Museum,  1887-1898  (54  cards), 
by  one  or  another  of  the  five  co-operating  libra-  and  the  "Liber  scriptorum"  of  the  Authors 
ries  that  furnish  the  printer's  copy,  and  do  not  Club  (152  cards).  Of  each  from  20  to  60  sets 
pretend  to  set  forth  such  a  consistent  system  of  cards  were  printed,  and  from  12  to  38  sets 
of  subject  headings  that  they  can  be  followed  had  been  sold  before  January  i,  1900.  Since 
without  constant  watchfulness  and  modification.  January  i  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  As- 
The  subscribers,  both  complete  and  partial,  re-  sociation  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and 
main  practically  the  same  in  number  as  last  the  Annual  reports  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
year.  The  price  was  reduced  from  $3  per  hun-  tution  have  been  analyzed.  A  somewhat  com- 
dred  titles  (two  cards  to  each  title)  to  $2.50  on  prehensive  list  of  works  adapted  to  analyzing 
January  i.  1899,  ^ut  the  Publishing  Section  has  in  this  way  was  sent  out  in  December,  1899, 
not  felt  justified  in  making  a  further  reduction,  with  a  request  that  librarians  should  indi- 
the  receipts  for  the  year  exceeding  the  expenses  cate  which  they  would  prefer  to  have  done, 
by  only  $89.50,  and  the  previous  reduction  not  and  on  the  basis  of  the  replies  received  ten 
having  caused  any  noticeable  increase  in  num-  have  been  selected  to  be  analyzed,  if  possible, 
ber  of  subscribers.  If  the  Section  had  a  stronger  this  year.  These  include  the  publications  of 
financial  backing  it  would  be  interesting  to  re-  the  American  Historical  Association,  the  Con- 
duce the  prices  for  all  our  card  publications  tributions  and  Miscellaneous  collections  of  the 
50^,  and  see  whether  a  much  larger  sale  could  Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Circulars  of  infor- 
notbe  obtained.  mation  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  the  Special 

Our  present  prices,  stating  them  all  in  terms  consular  reports,  the  Collections  of  the  Massa- 

of  the  hundred  cards,  v^ixy  from  $1.31  for  the  chusetts  Historical  Society,  etc.,  and  in  addition 

English  history  annotations,  where  the  compo-  a  selection  from  the   English   Blue-books,  the 

sition  is  a  larger  item  and  we  give  an  extra  set  selection  of   titles  being  made  and  the  cata- 

of  titles  on  paper  slips,  and  print  a  larger  num-  loging  done  by  the  John  Crerar  Library.    A 

ber  of  cards  and  pamphlets  than  we  sell,  $1.25  detailed   list  is  given  in   the  Library  Journal 

and  $1.50  for  the  periodical  cards,  and  90  cents  for  February,  1900. 

for  the  current  book  cards,  down  to  60  cents  and        The  demand  for   the  cards  for  the  JVdmtr 

45  cents  respectively  for  the  "  Warner  library  "  library  proved  unexpectedly  large  and  we  made 

and  the  Massachusetts  documents  cards  where  a  mistake  in  not  printing  more  than  the  hun- 

a  larger  number  of  sets  were  printed,  and,  in  dred  sets  which  the  publishers  of  this  work 

the  latter  case,  nothing  had  to  be  allowed  for  bought  from  us  outright  to  be  sold  at  a  stipu- 

the  expense  of  cataloging  and  distribution.   The  lated  price  through  their  own  agents, 
prices  for  similar  work  done  in  connection  with        The  proposal  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 

the  International  Institute  at  Brussels  are  much  Club  to  prepare  printed  carcU  for  the  Massachu^ 

less,   varying  from  15  to  40  cents  a  hundred  setts  public  documents  was  accepted  in  part  by 

cards,  and  some  reduction  in  our  prices  is  clear-  the  librarian  of  the  state  library,  and  at  the  ex- 

ly  desirable.     The  linotype  promises  help  in  pense  of  the  state  cards  were  printed  for  the 

this  direction,  but  the  card  stock  which  we  use  monographs  contained  in  the  state  documents 

is  doubtless  more  expensive  and  perhaps  pro-  for  1898.    The  same  material  was  also  printed 

portionately  better  than  the  European.  in  pamphlet  form  and  either  cards  or  pamphlet 

On  the  cards  for  miscellaneous  sets  (returning  were  sent  to  every  library  in  the  state  free  of 
to  a  consideration  of  the  tabular  statement)  charge.  The  printing  was  done  under  the  su- 
the  balance  noted  seems  to  show  a  slight  loss,  pervision  of  the  Publishing  Section,  the  cata- 
but  this  is  only  temporary  and  will  be  soon  loging  being  done  at  the  expense  of  the  Mass- 
wiped  out  by  further  sales  from  stock  on  hand,  achusetts  Library  Club. 
Cards  for  five  dififerent  works  were  Issued  in        The  series  of  Library  tracts  projected  last 
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year  finds  no  place  on  the  statement  of  ac- 
counts, since  none  were  ready  for  the  press  till 
the  spring  of  the  present  year.  We  are  now 
able  to  present  to  the  Association,  however, 
three  tracts,  the  first,  *'  Why  should  we  have 
a  public  library  ? "  a  collection  of  interesting 
and  appropriate  extracts  compiled  by  the  com- 
mittee ;  the  second,  *'  How  to  start  a  public 
library,"  by  Dr.  G.  E.  Wire  ;  and  the  third,  on 
*•  Travelling  libraries,"  by  F.  A.  Hutchins. 

We  have  not  been  obliged  to  draw  heavily 
upon  the  income  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  and 
have  received  from  that  source  only  $70.97  (in 
February,  1899),  ^  portion  of  the  $100  which 
the  Council  in  1898  directed  the  Trustees  to  ap- 
propriate to  the  use  of  the  Publishing  Section. 

The  second  half  of  the  table  shows  the  rela- 
tion of  the  general  balance  on  the  publication 
accounts  ($697.48)  to  our  general  financial  con- 
dition. $1960.48  is  the  balance  remaining 
from  former  appropriations  of  the  Endowment 
Fund  trustees,  gifts,  and  other  sources  of  in- 
come not  directly  connected  with  a  publication. 
$49.25  is  the  sum  of  several  small  balances 
still  standing  uncancelled  on  our  old  members' 
accounts.  These  two  sums  taken  together 
($2009.73)  may  be  considered  our  working 
capital.  $697.48  (the  sum  that  is  still  sunk  in 
our  publications)  is  the  difference  between  this 
and  the  sum  which  we  actually  have  in  hand  to 
work  with, namely, the  cash  balance  plus  the  sub- 
scriptions and  bills  due  us  ($1100.66  plus  $736= 
$1836.66),  diminished  by  the  sums  which  we  owe 
($69.41  plus  $455  =$524.41),  that  is  $1312.25. 

Capital  ($1960.48  plus  $49.25). . . .  $2009.73 
Sunk  in  publications 697.48 

Available,  January  i,  1900 $1312.25 

In  regard  to  work  on  hand  or  proposed  a  few 
words  must  be  added.  The  second  edition  of 
the  "A.  L.  A.  index  "and  the  "Portrait 
index "  have  already  been  mentioned.  The 
"  Supplement  to  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog"  which  the 
New  York  State  Library  undertook  to  print 
has  unfortunately  been  delayed.  Larned's 
**  Annotated  bibliography  of  American  his- 
tory "  is  nearly  ready  for  the  printer,  but  has 
also  been  delayed  by  Mr.  Larned's  illness. 
Miss  M.  S.  R.  James  and  Miss  A.  L.  Sargent 
have  undertaken  to  make  a  general  index  to 
the  articles  in  library  periodicals  and  have 
begun  the  collection  of  material.  The  index 
when  ready  will  probably  be  issued  in  conjunc- 


tion with  the  L.  A.  U.  K.  Mr.  W.  Dawson 
Johnston  has  the  material  for  an  annotated 
bibliography  of  English  history  which  it  is 
hoped  can  be  completed  on  the  lines  of  Mr. 
Larned*s  bibliography  and  published.  Mr. 
Josephson,  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  suggests 
the  issue  of  printed  cards  for  the  articles  in 
some  20  current  bibliographical  periodicals  and 
is  ready  to  furnish  the  titles  carefully  anno- 
tated. The  board  has  this  proposal  under  con- 
sideration. Professor  Leuba,  of  Bryn  Mawr, 
has  a  ms.  bibliography  of  periodical  literature 
relating  to  psychology,  covering  the  last  40 
years  and  indexing  the  contents  of  some  42 
periodicals.  The  Publishing  Section  has  been 
in  correspondence  with  him  in  regard  to  the 
possibility  of  publishing  his  bibliography,  the 
best  form  for  it,  and  the  relation  it  should  bear 
to  the  excellent  annual  bibliography  issued  by 
the  Psychological  Review, 

No  substantial  progress  has  been  made  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  association  toward  put- 
ting the  work  of  the  Publishing  Section  on  a 
broader  and  stronger  basis,  but  the  desirability 
of  taking  some  definite  steps  in  this  direction  is 
as  evident  as  ever.  We  have  for  over  three 
years  enjoyed  and  profited  by  the  hospitality  of 
the  Boston  Athensum,  but  the  space  that  can 
be  allowed  us  there  is  really  insufiScient  for  our 
needs,  and  our  expectation  that  we  might  be 
able  to  hire  a  room  such  as  we  needed  in  another 
part  of  the  building  has  been  disappointed.  In 
addition  to  the  efficient  service  rendered  by  the 
assistant  secretary,  the  Publishing  Section  could 
with  advantage  employ  a  portion,  say  half,  of 
the  time  of  a  capable  man  who  should  combine 
business  judgment  and  alertness  with  biblio- 
graphical tastes  and  knowledge  of  library  in- 
terests. Such  a  man  acting  as  treasurer  of  the 
Publishing  Section  could  do  for  it  far  more  than 
the  present  treasurer  has  been  able  to  accom- 
plish, who  has  been  able  to  give  it  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  time  and  thought  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  and  the  variety  of  inter- 
ests involved  now  demands.  In  fact  the  time  has 
come  when  both  for  its  own  sake  and  in  justice 
to  those  who  serve  it  the  Publishing  Section 
should  have  salaried  officers,  and  should  no 
longer  depend  on  volunteer  and  unpaid  service. 
To  make  the  change  successfully,  however,  re- 
quires a  better  financial  foundation  than  the 
Publishing  Section  yet  has.  The  outcome  of 
the  year  1899  has  been  favorable  financially, 
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bat  it  must  be  remembered  that  no  new  work 
has  been  entered  upon  involving  any  consider- 
able outlay  such  as  is  likely  to  be  needed  during 
the  next  two  or  three  years  if  the  various  under- 
takings in  progress  or  proposed  are  carried  out. 
The  plans  under  discussion  for  the  use  of 
printed  cards  on  a  larger  scale  than  heretofore 
for  ordinary  cataloging,  if  adopted,  may  point 
the  way  to  some  desirable  reorganization  of  the 
Publishing  Section,  or  afford  the  opportunity  of 
carrying  out  the  improvements  toward  which 
we  have  been  working. 


In  conclusion  the  treasurer  desires  to  recog- 
nize the  efficient  administration  of  the  office  of 
the  Publishing  Section  by  the  assistant  secre- 
tary, a  place  requiring  the  rapid  handling  of  a 
great  variety  of  details.  The  treasurer  also 
wishes  to  thank  Mr.  H.  C.  Wellman,  of  the 
Brookline  Public  Library,  who  has  taken  up 
the  correspondence  in  regard  to  certain  sub- 
jects under  a  vote  of  the  Section  appointing  him 
deputy  treasurer.  The  Section  also  voted  to  em- 
ploy outside  help  for  bookkeeping  and  thus  re- 
lieve Miss  Browne  of  this  duty. 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS  JANUARY  I  TO  DBCSMBBR  3I,  1899. 


Puhlicatiofu. 


A.  L.  A.  Proceedings.... 
Books  for  boys  and  girls. 
Fine  arts  bibliography. . . 
French  fiction 


Books  for  girls  and  women. . . .  \ 
Paper  and  ink 


Reading  for  the  young 


List  of  subject  headings . . 
A.  L.  A.  index,  ad  edition 
Portrait  index,  prelim,  ex . 

Current  book  cards 

English  history  cards 

Penodical  cards 

Misc.  sets,  1-5. 

Warner  library  cards 

Mass.  pub.  doc.  cards 


) 


Copies 

sold 
in  1899. 


299 
61 

59 

30 

aapts. 

4 


Copies 

on  hand 

Dec.  31, 

1899. 


831 

293 

1. 431 

581       \ 

4,28a  ptsf 

559 


I 


8  Orig.     3a 

xo  suppl.  931 

65  coropl.  a9 

a87  351 


x67,ia5 


180,857 

118  sets. 

icx},400 

X7,200 


Totals 

General  balance. 


8,748 
73  sets. 


Balances,  Jan.  i, 

X899,  bein^  excess  of 

expenditures  or 

receipts  to  date. 


Spent.     Received. 


$25.50 
451-97 


6.99 
498.79 


88.84 
364.17 


$1,436.51 


$1,436.51 


$22.43 


85.OX 


3aa.x6 
109.17 
348.87 


$887.64 
548.87 


$x ,436.51  I 


Operations, 

Jan.  X  to  Dec.  31, 

X899. 


Expenses. 


$18.15 
X7.16 


aao.56 
154.00 

364.77 
897.07 

157.66 

1,461.76 

aa4.x7 

593.00 
87.50 


$4,x95.8o 


$4ii95.8o 


Receipts. 


$5.8x 
ia.03 
36.10  \ 
4.23 
17.16 

•34 
♦6.6s 

8o.ai  * 
363.40 


1,043.28 
64.90 
x,55i.a6 
i8a.3a  , 

593.00 
87.50 


$4,046.  X9 
149.61 


$4,195-80 


Balances,  Dec.  31, 

X899,  bein^  excess  of 

expenditures  or 

receipts  to  date. 


Spent 

Recetred. 

$5.56 

$»3'47 
415.87 

8.5Z 

4x8.58 

M7.85 

242.84 
728.94 

467.37 
16.41 

438.37 

4t-85 

$1,861.55 

$1,164.07 
697.48 

$x,86t.55 


$1,861.55 


♦Balance  charged  to  general  expenses  to  close  account. 


Other  Accounts. 


General  expense  and  income  account. 

Old  members'  accounts 

Due  George  lies 

Charges  unpaid 

Mlance  of  cash 

Library  Bureau  account 

Due  on  bills  and  subscriptions  . . . 


Totals... 
Balances 


Bal.  Jan.  x,  1899. 


Dr. 


$419.25 
30.  xo 

1,022.50 


$1,471.85 
548.87 

$2,020.72 


Cr. 


$x,896.x9 

53.93 
70.60 


$2,020.72 


$a,oao.7a 


Operations  of  1899. 


Dr. 


$6.68 

4.68 

70.60 


3.738.44 
x,64X.74 
2.203.34 


Cr. 


$70-97 


69.41 

3.057-03 
3,126.84 

2.489.84 


Bal.  Dec.  31, 1899. 


Dr. 

Cr. 

$1,960.48 
49-25 

69.4X 

$1,100. 66 

455.00 

736.00 

$1,836.66 
697-48 

$2,534.»4 


$2.534.X4 


$2.534- H 
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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  ON   PUBLIC   DOCUMENTS. 

By  R.  R.  Bowker,  Chairman,  Editor  Library  Journal, 

'T^HE  Committee  on  Pablic  Documents  has  to  made    during    the   year    of   this  report,    bat 

report  that  a  bill  for  the  printing,  bind-  that   covering  the   second    year  of  the    54th 

ing,  and  distribution  of  public  documents,  amen-  Congress,  July  i,  1896,  to  June  30,  1897,  was 

datory  of  the  law  of  1895,  and  submitted  by  the  sent  to  the  printer  in  October,  1899,  and  the 

Public  Printer,  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  a  revised  proof  was  completed  in  April,  so  that 

committee   from  his  department  including  the  publication  may  be  expected  shortly;  and  the 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  has  been  favor-  like  work,  covering  the  first,  second  and  third 

ably  acted  upon  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  sessions  of  the  55th  Congress,  March  15,  1897, 

Printing.    The  amendatory  act  is  printed  in  to  March  3, 1899,  is  in  preparation,  these  last  to 

full  in  the  Library  Journal  for  February,   as  make  one  volume  instead  of  a  volume  for  each 

presented  to  the  committee,  and  comes  before  session  —  a  change  in  method  particularly  ac- 

the  Senate  in  that  shape,  with  the  addition  of  ceptable  in  view  of  the  belated  appearance  of 

an  amendment  including  among  designated  de-  this  index.      Substantial    progress    has    been 

positories  the  Colleges  of  the  Mechanic  Arts  made  in  the  Office  of  Superintendent  of  Docu- 

and  Agriculture  established,  one  in  each  state,  ments  on  the  revised  check-list  of  Government 

under  acts  of  1862  and  1890,  and  of  one  or  publications,  which  will  be  of  the  greatest  prac- 

two  minor  amendments.    Senator  Piatt,  of  New  tical  value  when  issued. 

York,  the  present  chairman  of  the  Printing  Improvement  is  to  be  noted  in  promptness  on 
Committee,  gave  courteous  attention  to  the  rep-  the  part  of  the  Government  Printing  Office  and 
resentative  of  the  American  Library  Associa-  bindery  in  supplying  Government  publications, 
tion,  and  a  formal  statement  was  filed  with  the  The  full  set  of  Congressional  documents  for  the 
committee,  expressing  the  approval  of  the  54th  Congress,  excepting  two  volumes  not 
A.  L.  A.  for  the  general  principles  of  the  ready  for  binding,  and  part  of  the  set  for  the 
measure,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  55th  Congress,  have  been  distributed  to  the 
passed  at  a  previous  conference.  The  bill  was  depositories,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  set  of 
duly  brought  before  the  Senate,  but  not  before  the  55th  Congress  may  be  completely  in  the 
the  House.  This  committee  regrets  to  report  hands  of  the  depositories  by  October  next, 
that  the  session  closes  without  consideration  A  bibliography  of  "  Reports  of  explorations 
and  passage  of  the  bill,  and  it  can  only  reiterate  printed  in  the  documents  of  the  U.  S.  Govern - 
the  hope  that  this  useful  measure  may  become  ment,"  prepared  by  Miss  A.  R.  Hasse,  was 
a  law  at  the  succeeding  session.  issued  in  the  summer  of  1899  from  the  ofiBce  of 
Additional  issues  have  been  made  of  two  out  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  ;  the  bibli- 
of  the  three  kinds  of  catalogs  provided  for  by  ography  of  U.  S.  documents  relating  to  inter- 
the  law  of  1895.  The  "Monthly  catalogue"  oceanic  communication,  prepared  in  the  office 
has  been  continued,  though  somewhat  delayed  of  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  in  1899, 
by  the  press  of  the  great  number  of  documents  has  been  reprinted  as  an  appendix  to  the 
put  forward  by  the  present  Congress,  through  general  "  List  of  works  and  articles  relating  to 
March,  1900,  with  extension  of  its  index  on  the  interoceanic  routes  "  by  Mr.  Hugh  Morrison,  of 
cumulative  method,  to  cover  a  six  months'  the  Library  of  Congress;  and  the  Department 
period,  beginning  with  1900.  The  *'  Docu-  of  Agriculture  has  begun  the  issue  of  printed 
ment  (consolidated)  index"  for  the  second  ses-  cards  for  its  current  publications, 
sion  of  the  55th  Congress,  Dec.  6,  1897.  to  Of  the  bibliography  of  "  State  publications," 
July  8,  1898  (fourth  in  the  series),  at  the  time  long  promised,  part  first,  covering  the  New  Eng- 
of  the  last  report  in  the  printers'  hands,  was  land  states,  was  published  in  the  autumn  of 
issued  in  the  autumn  of  1899,  and  the  volume  1899,  and  progress  has  been  made  toward  the 
for  the  first  session  of  the  56th  Congress,  second  part,  covering  the  "central"  and  mid- 
Dec.  4,  1899,  to  June  7,  1900,  is  in  course  of  west  states.  The  Massachusetts  Library  Club 
preparation.  No  issue  of  the  "  Document  has  made  an  interesting  departure  in  issuing, 
catalogue  (comprehensive    iode;t)"    has  been  through  the  A.  L,  A,  Publishing  Section,  a  card 
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MONTREAL  CONFERENCE. 


index  to  certain  of  the  Massachasetts  state  docu- 
ments. At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Association 
of  State  Librarians  in  Indianapolis,  October, 
1899,  the  program  included  several  papers  on 
state  documents  and  bibliography,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  with  Mr.  H.  G.  McClain, 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana,  as  chairman, 
to  promote  uniformity  in  the  exchange  of  state 
publications  and  in  the  labelling  of  volumes. 

A  resolution  is  submitted  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure  now  before  Congress,  and 
asking  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  the  com- 
mittee emphasizes  to  librarians  the  importance 
of  communicating  directly  with  their  senators 
and  representatives,  on  proper  occasion,  by  per- 
sonal letters,  urging  them  to  promote  the  bill. 
The  proper  time  for  such  communications  is 
usually    indicated    in    the    Library    Journal^ 


and  individual  letters  sent  from  two  or  three 
hundred  librarians  over  the  country  would  be 
most  effective  in  calling  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  a  measure  apt  to  be  overlooked  be- 
cause of  the  press  of  matters  that  command 

larger  public  attention : 

*^  Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation, in  conference  at  Montreal,  recognizes, 
with  full  appreciation,  the  favorable  attention 
given  to  the  public  documents  bill  by  Senator  T. 
C.  Piatt,  of  New  York,  and  Representative  J.  P. 
Heatwole,  respectively  chairmen  of  the  Senate 
and  House  Committees  on  Printing,  and  of 
their  colleagues  on  the  Joint  Committee;  and 
that  it  urges  upon  memDers  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  the  importance  of 
prompt  passage  of  the  measure  taking  further 
steps  in  providing  for  the  better  publication  and 
distribution  of  Government  documents,  in  which 
the  law  of  1895  has  already  effected  important 
and  desirable  changes." 


REPORT   ON   GIFTS   AND   BEQUESTS,    1899- 1900. 
By  George  Stockwell,  Librarian  Westfield  (Afais.)  Athineum. 


A  S  the  report  on  gifts  and  bequests  was 
"^^  omitted  at  the  Atlanta  conference,  this 
report  covers  two  years  instead  of  one.  In 
preparing  the  report  it  was  found  that  the  lists 
of  gifts  published  in  the  library  periodicals 
were  not  complete  and  considerable  inquiry 
had  to  be  made  elsewhere.  Several  of  the  li- 
brary commissioners  and  the  library  associa- 
tions have  aided  me,  with  the  result  that  some 
states  are  more  fully  reported  than  others.  In 
the  report  for  1896,  Miss  Hewins  suggests  "  the 
appointment  of  a  librarian,  or  a  library  trustee, 
in  every  state  who  will  be  responsible  for  the 
news  of  that  state,  concerning  gifts  and  be- 
quests to  libraries,  and  send  all  items  collected 
during  the  year  at  least  three  months  before 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A.  to  the  per- 
son appointed  by  the  executive  committee  to 
report  upon  them"  —  a  suggestion  which  every- 
one who  has  prepared  a  report  on  this  subject 
will  heartily  endorse. 

458  separate  gifts  are  reported  since  May, 
1898,  amounting  to  over  $10,500,000;  of  these 
about  $1,000,000  has  been  given  in  sums  of  less 
than  $10,000.  123  new  buildings  are  reported, 
worth  over  $4,500,000.  The  value  of  many  of 
the  buildings  is  not  stated.  It  is  impossible  to 
make  an  accurate  report  on  the  number  of  vol- 
umes given  during  these  two  years.  Nearly 
every  library  has  books  given  it,  but  until  some 
such  plan  as  Mist  Hewins  suggests  is  adopted 


it  will  be  impossible  to  know  the  exact  number. 
Princeton  University  has  had  a  sum  given  it 
for  re-classifying  the  library,  and  card  catalogs 
have  been  given  to  Lancaster,  Mass.,  and  North 
Easton,  Mass.  The  conditions  attached  to  the 
gifts  have  been  reasonable  in  nearly  every  case. 
The  report  opens  with  a  gift  of  $4000,  made 
to  Prescott,  Ariz.,  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  it 
closes  with  a  gift  of  a  building  worth  $50,000 
to  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  Mr. 
Carnegie's  name  occurs  repeatedly  throughout 
the  report.  During  the  two  years  he  has  aided 
51  libraries  to  the  amount  of  $4,560,450,  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  money  to  be  used  for  a 
building.  Mr.  Carnegie  generally  makes  it  a 
condition  that  the  city  shall  furnish  the  site, 
and  guarantee  an  appropriation,  in  many  cases 
naming  the  sum  to  be  appropriated.  His 
largest  gifts  during  these  two  years  have  been 
made  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Homestead,  Pa.  One  of  his 
most  important  gifts  was  that  made  to  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  after  the  destruction  of  thtir  building  by 
fire.  Mr.  Carnegie's  total  gifts  to  libraries 
amount  to  $9,600,000,  of  which  $900,000  has 
been  given  to  libraries  outside  the  United 
States.  At  one  time  and  another  he  has  aided 
87  libraries,  of  which  67  are  in  the  United 
States,  17  in  Scotland,  two  in  England,  and  one 
in  Ireland.  The  64  libraries  in  the  United 
States  are  located  in  31  states. 
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MONTREAL  CONFERENCE, 


THE  PROCEEDINGS. 


Montreal,  Canada,  Thursday,  June  7  —  Tuesday,  June  12,  1900. 


FIRST  SESSION* 
(Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College, 
McGiLL  University,  Thursday 
Morning,  June  7.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.15  by 
President  Thwaites,  who  declared  the  22d  an- 
nual conference  of  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation open.  The  President  then  introduced 
Dr.  William  Peterson,  Principal  of  McGill 
University,  who  delivered  a  short  address  of 
welcome,  to  which  Mr.  Thwaites  made  brief 
response. 

The  President  announced,  from  the  Execu- 
tive Board,  the  appointment  of  the  following 
COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS:  F.  M.  Crunden, 
W.  H.  Tillinghast,  James  Bain,  Jr.,  Miss  Anne 
Wallace,  J.  A.  Rowell. 

The  PRINTED  REPORT  OF  1899  MEETING  waS 

approved  as  printed  and  distributed. 
Henry  J.  Carr  made  his 

secretary's  report. 

A  supplementary  handbook  of  24  pages  (3^ 
X  s%  inches),  bearing  date  March,  1900,  was  is- 
sued by  the  secretary  in  an  edition  of  3300 
copies,  at  a  cost  of  $59  for  its  printing.  It  con- 
tained the  text  of  the  revised  constitution  (as 
adopted  at  the  Atlanta  meeting  and  to  be  rati- 
fied at  that  in  Montreal),  a  supplementary  list 
of  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  January,  1899 ~ 
February,  1900,  one  of  changed  addresses,  cor- 
recting the  list  in  handbook  of  January,  1899, 
and  an  A.  L.  A.  necrology,  1876 -1899,  covering 
86  names. 

Copies  of  the  supplementary  handbook,  to- 
gether with  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  handbook  of 
1899,  were  first  mailed  to  the  membership  of  the 
Association  generally,  and  then  to  many  others 
upon  requests  and  suggestions  received  in  re- 
sponse to  those  sent  to  the  members.  Such 
distribution,  including  those  supplied  to  others 
through  the   Library   Bureau  and  its  branch 

*  In  accordance  with  usual  custom,  the  first  session  of 
the  Association  was  an  informal  reception  and  social 
meeting,  held  in  the  Windsor  Hotel  parlors  on  the  evening 
of  June  6.  The  sessions  as  here  given  cover  only  the 
general  tmsiness  sessions  of  the  Association. 


offices,  to  the  various  library  schools,  and  cer- 
tain of  the  state  library  commissions,  etc.,  and 
finally  at  the  annual  meeting  following,  practi- 
cally exhausted  the  remainder  of  the  edition  of 
1899,  and  all  but  a  few  hundred  of  the  supple- 
ment of  1900. 

As  in  the  preceding  year,  the  policy  of  the 
officers  and  the  committees  having  in  hand  the 
affairs  of  the  Association,  has  been  one  of  con- 
servative expenditures  so  far  as  consistent  with 
necessary  effectiveness.  It  appears  that  such 
line  of  action  has  resulted  in  placing  the  A.  L. 
A.  financial  matters  on  a  proper  basis,  with  all 
liabilities  provided  for  in  cash,  and  a  reasonable 
balance  in  the  treasury.  And,  too,  without  hav- 
ing unduly  restricted  the  issue  of  Papers  and 
Proceedings  in  either  year,  or  infringing  upon 
other  customary  provision  for  the  information 
and  service  of  contributing  members. 

The  present  resources  and  probable  income 
of  the  general  Association  are  not  yet  adequate 
for  the  much  to  be  desired  employment  of  a 
salaried  permanent  secretary,  by  which  act 
great  extension  of  the  usefulness  and  influence 
of  the  Association  might  be  best  attained.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  some  compensation 
may  be  properly  allowed  for  clerical  services  in 
the  coming  year,  and  by  so  much  reduce  the 
burden  that  falls  to  the  secretary's  office. 

The  only  gifts  to  the  A.  L.  A.,  received 
through  the  hands  of  the  secretary  since  last  re- 
port, were  as  follows:  From  the  Newberry 
Library,  Chicago,  report  of  the  trustees  for  the 
yeari898,  one  copy;  and  from  the  New  York 
Public  Library  (Astor,  Lenox,  and  Tilden  foun- 
dations), 12  current  issues  of  its  monthly  bul- 
letin. 

Finally  it  may  be  said ,  that  by  reason  of  the 
hearty  and  sympathetic  co-operation  of  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Board  (equally  with 
the  earnest  attention  given  by  the  various  com- 
mittees) through  the  past  12  months,  all  efforts 
of  the  secretary  were  most  happily  seconded ; 
and  thereby  harmonious  and  cordial  action  in 
behalf  of  the  Association  was  in  every  case 
made  more  possible. 
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Gardner  M.  Jones  read  the 

trsasursr's  report. 

By  yote  of  the  Executive  Board  the  financial 
year  of  the  Association  has  been  made  to  cor- 
respond with  the  calendar  year,  so  that  the 
treasurer's  report  will  in  future  close  on  Dec. 
31.  The  principal  advantage  of  this  arrange- 
ment is  that  all  the  receipts  and  expenses  of  a  cer- 
tain conference  will  be  found  in  the  report  for 


the  year  in  which  it  is  held,  instead  of  being 
divided  between  two  years  as  in  the  past.  The 
only  means  of  making  comparisons  between 
conferences  has  been  by  picking  out  the  items 
from  the  reports  of  two  successive  years.  The 
statement  of  live  membership  will  be  more 
accurate  than  previously,  as  many  members 
delay  payment  of  dues  until  the  conference, 
and  hence  have  never  been  counted  in  the  state- 
ment of  members  in  good  standing. 


Receipts,  May-  Dec,  1899. 

Balance  on  hand  May  i,  1899  (Atlanta  conference,  p.  105) $436  43 

Fees  from  annual  members: 
From      8  members  for  1898 
From  154  members  for  1899 
From    13  members  for  1900 

175  members  at  I2 $350  00 

Fees  from  library  members: 

From  2  libraries  for  1900  at  Is 10  00 

360  00 

Life  membership: 

Hannah  Fox  25  00 

$821  43 
Payments,  May  -  Dec,  1899. 

May  31.  Foote  &  Davies  Co.,  Atlanta,  printing  programs,  badges,  and  ballots, 

Atlanta  conference $14  15 

May  31.  Library  Bureau,  Chicago,  circulars,  Atlanta  conference 24  25 

May  31.  A.L. A.  Publishing  Section,  freight,  Atlanta  conference i  30 

May  31.  Henry  J.  Carr,  expenses  secretary's  office 3286 

June  13.  Parry  &  McCord,  stenographers,  Atlanta  conference 51  75 

June  19.  Foote  &  Davies  Co.,  Atlanta,  printing  revised  constitution 26  10 

June  19.  Publishers'  Weekly^  printing  and  mailing  revised  constitution 20  02 

July  19.  Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  life  membership 25  00 

Aug.  14.  Publishers*  Weekly^  Atlanta  proceedings,  on  account 525  00 

Dec.  26.  Gardner  M.  Jones,  treasurer's  expenses 40  65 

Dec.  26.  Salem  Press  Co.,  stationery  for  treasurer 5  60 

$766  68 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1899; 

Deposit  in  New  England  Trust  Co.,  Boston $21  25 

Deposit  in  Merchants'  National  Bank,  Salem 33  50 

54  75 

♦821  43 


Arranged  according  to  the  usual  classification 
the  payments  are  as  follows: 

Proceedings,  including  delivery $525  00 

Stenographer 51  75 

Secretary  and  conference  expenses. ...  118  68 
Treasurer's  expenses 46  25 

$741  68 

From  Jan.  i  to  May  31,  1900,  the  receipts 
have  been  $1348  and  the  payments  $480.84, 


the  balance  on  hand  on  May  31  being  $921.91. 
This  sum,  with  the  addition  of  the  amount  col- 
lected at  this  conference,  is  probably  sufficient 
to  pay  for  the  stenographer,  Proceedings,  and 
other  expenses  of  the  present  conference.  The 
finances  of  the  Association  are  now  upon  a  good 
basis  so  long  as  we  limit  our  expenses  within 
traditional  lines,  but  there  are  many  ways  in 
which  the  officers  of  the  Association  could 
spend  money  to  advantage  in  forwarding  li« 
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brary  interests  if  some  means  of  increasing  our 
income  coold  be  found.  I  doubt  if  any  associa- 
tion of  similar  character  has  accomplished  so 
much  on  so  small  an  expenditure  of  funds. 

As  a  basis  for  future  comparison  I  have  com- 
piled a  table  of  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 


past  ten  years,  charging  each  item  to  the 
calendar  year  and  conference  to  which  it  prop- 
erly belongs.  The  receipts  for  life  member- 
ship are  not  included,  as  they  are  immediately 
paid  over  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Endowment 
Fund  : 


SBCSIPTS. 


Annual  dues. 

Interest 

Sale  Proceedings 

Trustees  Endowment  fund. 


1890. 

Faby- 

ans. 


•690-50 

16  77 

x.oo 


♦708.27 


I89X. 

San 
Fran- 
cisco. 


I576.00 

14.30 

7.00 


*597«> 


x8o3. 
Lake, 
wood. 


II089.00 

5.18 

6.00 


$1 zoo. 18 


1893. 
Chi- 
cago. 


•988.00 
4.a8 
9.00 


•iooi.a8 


Placid. 


•1330.00 
15.54 


•1345.54 


1895. 
Denver 


•11x7.00 
aa.83 


1. 00 


X896. 
Cleve- 
land. 


•X402.00 

36.06 

3-00 


|xx4o.8a  •1441.06 


X897. 
Phila- 
delphia 


•x  399. 03 

".54 
4.50 


I1415.07 


1898. 

Chau- 

tauqua. 


$1630.00 

9  50 
3.00 


•1643.50 


X899. 
Atlaau 


•1443.00 
a. 44 

150.00 


•1595  44 


PAYMBNTS. 


Proceedings,    including    de- 
livery  

Stenographer 

Secretary  and  Conference. . . . 
Treasurer. 


Publishing  Section 

Com,  on  A.  L.  A.  Supplement. . 


•465.37 

X03.X7 

185.95 

15-45 


•768.94 


•493.40 

75.00 

380.30 

x8.68 


•866.38 


•300.49 
69.50 

300.47 
34.90 


•705  36 


•386.84 

332 .  10 

44«.48 
x6.io 


•1066.53 


•644.17 
146.13 
267.70 

57.25 


•11x5.35 


•364.05 

74  65 

XX5.49 

49-73 


•603.9a 


•953  03 

132.35 

683.94 

42.65 


•1800.96 


•838.49 
350.00 
281.35 
1*9.55 

300.00 


•1699.39 


•895.90 

x68  90 
514  54 

79.4« 
500.00 

35  10 


•3193.85 


•734.84 

51-75 

396.35 
iax.x6 


•X304  xo 


The  number  of  members  in  good  standing  on 
Dec.  31,  1899,  is  as  follows: 

Honorary  members 4 

Life  fellows 3 

Life  members 34 

Annual  fellows  (paid  for  1899) 9 

Annual  members  (paid  for  1899) 584 

Library  members  (paid  for  1899) 30 

664 
During  the  period  covered  by  the  report  61 

new  members  have  joined  the  Association  and 

9  have  died. 

Gardner  M.  Jones, 

Treasurer, 
The  following  report  of  audit  was  appenaed: 
We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  treas- 
urer, during  the  period  covered  by  his  report, 
and  find  them  properly  kept  and  vouched  for. 
James  L.  Whitney,     )  jr.. 

Charles  K.  Bolton.  \comnUttee 
Geo.  T.  Little.  )  Committee. 

Necrology. 

I.  Mrs.  Adelaide  Goodwin  (Mrs.  Charles  H.) 
Davis  (A.  L.  A.  no  929,  1891),  of  Worcester. 
Mass.  Born,  1838;  died,  April  2,  1899.  Mrs. 
Davis  lived  a  very  simple  life,  always  inter- 
ested in  charitable  work.  She  attended  the 
San  Francisco  conference. 

a.  Reuben  Aldridge  Guild.  LL.D.  (A.  L.  A. 
no.  138, 1878),  librarian  emeritus  of  Brown  Uni- 


versity. Born  in  West  Dedham,  Mass.,  May  4, 
1822;  died  in  Providence,  R.  L.  May  14,  1899. 
He  entered  Brown  University  in  1843;  on  his 
graduation,  in  1847,  became  assistant  to  the  li- 
brarian, Prof.  C.  C.  Jewett.  whom  he  suc- 
ceeded as  librarian  of  the  university  in  the 
spring  of  1848,  and  in  1893  was  made  librarian 
emeritus.  His  active  connection  with  the  li- 
brary covered  46  years  of  unbroken  service. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
and  was  made  an  honorary  member  in  1895. 
He  was  present  at  the  1853  conference  of  libra- 
rians in  New  York,  the  Philadelphia  conference 
of  1876,  and  the  first  international  conference 
in  London  in  1877.  In  addition  to  the  "  Libra- 
rian's manual,"  published  in  1858.  which  was 
his  chief  contribution  to  the  literature  of  his 
profession,  he  was  the  author  of  many  books 
and  essays,  mostly  on  historical  subjects. 

{,Set  memorial  by  H.  L.  Koo^man  in  Library  f^urnal^ 
Jun*^  1899.) 

3.  William  W.  Bailey  (A.  L.  A.  no.  i696» 
1898),  trustee  New  Hampshire  State  Library, 
Born  in  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  in  1829;  died  in 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  June  9,  1899.  Mr.  Bailey  grad- 
uated at  Dartmouth  College  in  1854,  and  at  the 
Albany  Law  School  in  1856.  He  settled  in 
Nashua,  where  he  continued  the  practice  of 
law  until  his  death,  and  served  the  city  and 
State  in  various  useful  and  honorable  positions. 
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He  was  trustee  of  the  Nashua  Public  Library 
for  over  20  years,  and  president  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Library  Association  from  1894  to 
1897.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  trustee 
of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Library. 

(Boston  Transcript^  Jun€  zo,  1899.) 

4.  Norman  Williams  (A.  L.  A.  no.  883,  1890), 
president  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago. 
Born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  Feb.  i,  1835;  died 
at  Rye  Beach,  N.  H.,  June  19,  1899.  He  was 
brought  up  at  his  parents'  home  in  Woodstock, 
Vt.,  graduated  at  the  University  of  Vermont  in 
1835,  and  took  a  law  course  at  the  Albany  Law 
School.  He  went  to  Chicago  in  1858  and  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Williams  did  not  often  appear  in  courts, 
but  he  rendered  great  service  to  his  clients  as  a 
legal  adviser,  and,  until  his  health  began  to 
fail,  was  acknowledged  as  the  leading  business 
lawyer  of  Chicago.  He  served  as  a  trustee  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library  from  July,  1887,  to 
Dec.,  1889,  and  as  president  of  the  John  Crerar 
Library  from  its  organization  in  Dec,  1895, 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  life  member  of  the 
A.  L.  A.,  and  served  for  eight  years  as  a  trus- 
tee of  the  A.  L.  A.  endowment  fund. 

iSes  5/A  annual  report  0/ the  John  Crorar  Library,") 

5.  William  McCrillis  Griswold  (A.  L.  A.  no. 
406,  1 881),  indexer  and  bibliographer.  Born 
in  Bangor,  Me.,  Oct.  9,  1853;  died  at  Seal  Har. 
bor,  Me.,  Aug.  3,  1899.  He  was  a  son  of  Rufus 
W.  Griswold,  editor  and  biographer  of  Poe. 
He  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1875, 
and  was  for  about  four  years  an  assistant  in 
the  copyright  department  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.  His  best  known  work  was  the  series 
of  "Q.  P."  (quarterly  periodical)  indexes  to  the 
leading  periodicals.  He  also  published  a  series 
of  "  Descriptive  lists  of  novels  and  tales,"  and 
several  other  works,  among  which  was  a  selec- 
tion of  the  correspondence,  etc. ,  of  his  father. 

(Sto  Library  fonrnal^  Se^i.^  x899*) 

6.  Josiah  Herbert  Whittier  (A.  L.  A.  no. 
1243,  1894),  secretary  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Library  Commission.  Born  in  Deerfield,  N. 
H.,  April  26,  i860;  died  there  Sept.  13,  1899. 
Mr.  Whittier  was  assistant  clerk  with  the 
Cocheco  Woollen  Manufacturing  Co.  of  East 
Rochester,  N.  H.,  from  1882  until  his  death. 
He  was  one  of  the  officers  of  the  East  Rochester 
Reading  Room  Association,  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Rochester  Public  Library.  In  1891  he 
secured  the  passage  of  a  bill,  of  which  he  was 


the  author,  creating  a  state  library  commission. 
He  was  appointed  a  member  of  that  commission 
on  Jan.  5,  1892,  was  elected  as  its  secretary, 
and  served  in  that  position  until  his  death. 

(Sto  BulUtin  o/tho  New  Hampshire  Library  Com- 
mission,  March,  1900.) 

7.  Gustave  E.  Stechert  (A.  L.  A.  no.  90, 
1877),  bookseller.  Born  in  Potsdam,  Prussia, 
August  6,  1840;  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
25,  1899.  After  an  apprenticeship  as  a  book- 
binder in  his  father's  shop  and  five  years'  train- 
ing in  the  book  business  he  came  to  this  country 
in  1865,  at  once  entering  the  employ  of  B. 
Westermann  &  Co.,  New  York.  In  1872  he 
began  business  on  his  own  account,  giving  his 
principal  attention  to  the  supplying  of  books  to 
libraries  and  universities.  He  joined  the  A.  L. 
A.  in  1877,  had  attended  many  of  its  confer- 
ences, and  had  many  friends  among  librarians. 

(5>r  Publisher^  Wookly,  Oct.  7,  1899.) 

8.  Edward  Bates  (A.  L.  A.  no.  1754,  1898), 
librarian  of  the  Treasury  Department  in 
Washington,  died  at  the  home  of  his  parents  in 
St.  Louis,  Dec.  11, 1899.  l^r.  Bates  was  bom  in 
St.  Louis  in  1872,  being  a  grandson  of  the  emi- 
nent lawyer,  Edward  Bates  (who  was  a  member 
of  Lincoln's  cabinet).  His  training  was  received 
in  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library  and  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  library  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  due  to  the  very  honorable  rank  that 
he  took  in  an  examination  held  in  1899  for  the 
position  of  Superintendent  of  Documents.  The 
only  competitors  who  outranked  him  were  Mr. 
Crandall  and  Mr.  Ferrell,  both  of  whom  had 
already  occupied  the  position.  Tuberculosis  of 
the  throat,  which  had  developed  some  months 
previous  to  his  going  to  Washington,  made 
such  rapid  and  alarming  progress  after  his  ar- 
rival in  that  city,  that  he  resigned  within  six 
weeks  of  his  appointment  and  died  very  shortly 
after  reaching  his  home. 

The  library  profession  has  lost  in  the  early 
death  of  Mr.  Bates  one  of  its  most  gifted  and 
promising  young  men,  who  brought  to  its  work 
the  highest  integrity,  fine  perceptions,  and  ex- 
ceptional ability.  (Frkdbrick  M.  Crundbn.) 

9.  William  Kite  (A.  L.  A.  no.  186,  1878),  li- 
brarian emeritus  of  the  Friends'  Free  Library, 
Germantown,  Pa.  Born  in  Philadelphia,  Oct. 
30,  1810;  died  in  Germantown,  Feb.  10,  1900. 
In  his  early  life  Mr.  Kite  was  a  printer  and 
publisher;  later,  a  farmer,  and  in  1868  he  was 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Friends'  Library.   He 
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served  in  this  post  until  1898,  when  he  became 
librarian  emeritus.  During  these  36  years  the 
library  was  developed  from  a  small  nucleus  to  a 
large  and  valuable  collection  in  a  building  of 
its  own.  Mr.  Kite  was  well  known  for  his  op- 
position to  fiction,  even  periodicals  like  Har^ 
pit's,  the  Ctntury,  and  the  Atlantic  being  ex- 
cluded on  account  of  the  novels  in  them.  His 
views  on  this  subject  are  well  set  forth  in  a 
carefully  written  paper  in  the  Library  Journal, 
1:277-279.  Mr.  Kite  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  in  which  he  was  for 
many  years  a  minister.  He  was  at  one  time  a 
manager  of  the  Apprentices'  Library  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  was  long  a  member  of  the  Franklin 
Institute.  He  joined  the  A.  L.  A.  in  1878  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Library  Club. 

(S€€  Library  fournal,  April,  1900.) 

10,  Albert  W.  Whelpley  (A.  L.  A.  no.  616, 
Z887),  librarian  of  the  Cincinnati  Public  Library. 
Born  in  New  York  City,  Oct.  29,  1831;  died  in 
Cincinnati,  Feb.  19,  1900.  While  young  he 
worked  as  a  stereotyper,  going  to  Cincinnati 
early  in  the  '50s.  Later  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  first  in  the  bindery  de- 
partment, afterwards  becoming  one  of  the  lead- 
ing salesmen.  During  the  Civil  War  he  served 
in  the  137th  Ohio.  On  Nov.  i,  1886,  he  was 
appointed  librarian  of  the  Cincinnati  Public  Li- 
brary. Mr.  Whelpley  was  much  interested  in 
the  literary  and  artistic  development  of  Cincin- 
nati and  had  many  friends  among  writers  and 
actors.  He  was  for  many  years  on  the  A.  L.  A. 
Council,  also  a  member  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. {See  Library  Journal,  March,  1900.) 

The  treasurer's  report  was  accepted. 
W.  C.  Lane  presented  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBUSHING  SECTION. 

(See  p.  86.) 
W.  L  Fletcher.  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Association  would  gladly  give  two  minutes  to 
an  additional  statement  to  bring  certain  matters 
more  definitely  before  you.  The  "A.  L.  A.  in- 
dex," new  edition,  perhaps  is  not  clearly  under- 
stood. It  is  a  new  edition  containing  all  the 
old  matter,  and  much  supplementary,  coming 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1899;  one  feature 
made  prominent  is  that  of  references  to  bibliog- 
raphies and  reading  lists  on  various  subjects. 
Another  matter  closely  in  relation  with  it,  and 
of  which  not  many  of  you  are  aware,  is  that  an 


abridged  "  Poole's  index"  is  also  in  preparation 
to  cover  the  same  period,  that  is,  parallel  with 
the  "A.  L.  A.  index,"  up  to  the  end  of  the 
century.  This  abridged  "Poole's  index" 
covers  a  selected  list  of  37  of  the  leading  pe- 
riodicals: Harper's,  the  Century,  and  so  on,  in 
this  country;  the  Contemporary, \\i^  Fortnigktfy, 
and  others,  in  England.  The  point  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  is,  that  when  they  come  out, 
you  will  have,  in  two  volumes,  a  compact 
presentation  of  references  to  a  selected  list  of 
periodicals,  and  to  a  large  number  of  books  in 
general  literature,  both  coming  down  to  Janu- 
ary, 1900.  We  hope  it  will  not  be  far  from  the 
end  of  this  year  when  they  are  issued ;  but 
whether  this  side  or  the  other  of  that  date,  we 
cannot  undertake  to  say. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  ordered  printed. 

C.  C.  SouLE  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ENDOWMENT 

FUND. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Library  As^ 

sociation: 

I  submit  herewith  a  report  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures covering  the  period  between  the 
date  of  the  last  report  (May  2,  1899),  and  this 
date. 

No  additional  donations  to  the  fund  have 
been  made  during  this  time,  and  the  only  in- 
crease of  the  permanent  fund  has  been  the 
$75  paid  over  by  the  treasurer  of  the  A.  L. 
A.,  on  account  of  receipts  from  life  member- 
ships. 

In  September,  1899,  the  trustees  invested 
$3000  in  a  mortgage  loan  for  three  years, 
bearing  five  per  cent,  interest;  and  in  order  to 
get  interest  on  the  rest  of  the  money  in  their 
hands,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  it  available 
for  a  loan  to  the  Publishing  Section,  if  desired, 
they  placed  $1000  on  deposit  in  the  Brookline 
(Mass.)  Savings  Bank,  where  it  is  at  present 
earning  four  per  cent. 

Reference  to  the  statement  submitted  here- 
with will  show  that  we  have  $216.33  now  avail- 
able for  any  use  the  Council  may  direct,  and 
$402.94  cash  on  deposit  (belonging  to  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  fund) — which  can  be  loaned  to  the 
Publishing  Section  if  required  —  and  that  $299 
additional  will  probably  be  available  on  in- 
terest account  during  the  coming  year. 

Charles  C.  Soule, 
Treas,  A,  Z.  A,  Endowment  Fund, 
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BNDOWMSNT  FUND  STATEMENT,   MAY  2,    1899-JUNE  6,    I9OO. 

Cask  account^ Received 


May    a,  1899. 
June  29, 
July  21, 


<( 


(( 


Aug.  17.     ** 
Nov.   6.     ** 
Dec.  28,     •• 
Jan.     8, 1900. 
Feb.    2, 
6, 


Balance,  date  of  last  statement, 

Interest,  International  Trust  Co.,  from  May  2, 

FromTreas.  A.  L.  A.,  Life  membership  of  Miss  Hannah 

Interest  on  mortgage  loan, 


<« 


«« 
<« 
t< 


Apr.  5. 
May  8, 
May  30, 


II 


<i 


i< 


Brookline  Savings  Bank  deposit,  . 

on  mortgage  loan,  .... 

From  Treas.  of  A.  L.  A.,  Life  membership  of  A 
Hafner,  ..... 

Interest  on  mortgage  loan,  .... 

From  Treas.  A.  L.  A.,  Life  membership  of  E.  R.  Neisser, 
Interest,  Intern.  Trust  Co.  deposit. 


Paid  9ut, 


Sept.  7,  1899.     Investment,  mortgage  note  @  5^  interest  on  South  Boston 

property,  •  .  •  .      . 

Accrued  interest  on  same,     .... 
Commission,  . 

Revenue  stamps,        ..... 
Record  fee,  .  .  .  .      . 

Deposit  in  Brookline  (Mass.)  Savings  Bank  @ 4^  interest, 
Interest  deposited  in  Brookline  Savings  Bank, 
^Rent  of  safe  for  securities,  1900- 1901,  .  .  .      . 

Balance  on  deposit.  Intern.  Trust  Co.,  Boston, 


i( 


«( 


Jan.    8,  1900. 
May  14, 
May  31. 


i« 


Assets, 


Loan  on  mortgage,  due  Oct.  i,  1902,  bearing  7  per  cent,  interest, 
Loan  on  mortgage,  due  Aug.  i,  1903,  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest, 
Loan  on  mortgage,  due  June  24, 1902,  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest, 
Deposit  in  Brookline  (NIass.)  Savings  Bank,  bearing  4  per  cent,  interest, 
Deposit  in  International  Trust  Co.,  Boston,  bearing  2  per  cent,  interest, 


I4386.37 
7.07 

25.00 
30.00 
24.50 
75.00 
10.00 
30.00 

25.00 
24.50 
25.00 
24.16 


I3000.00 

30.83 

15.00 

i.oo 

.50 

1000.00 

10.00 

10.00 

619.27 


1700.00 
1000.00 
3000.00 
1010.00 
619.27 


I4686.60 


$4686.60 


$6329.27 


Of  this  amount,  $6112.94  is  on  principal  account,  to  be  kept  intact, 
$216.33  ^  on  interest  account,  available  for  such  use  as  the  Council  may 
approve. 

Available  income  for  the  year ^  1900- 1 901. 

Cash  on  hand,  interest  account, 
$700  mortgage  (9  7  ^,    . 
$1000         ••        @6^, 
$3000         **        @5^i 
$1000  Savings  Bank  deposit  @  4^1  .... 

[No  income  will  be  received  on  the  Trust  Co.  cash  deposit,  unless 
$500  balance,  or  more,  is  maintained.] 
Estimated  amount  of  Income, 


$216.33 

49.00 

60.00 

150.00 

40.00 


$515.33 


Liabilities,  none. 

Annual  expenses,  $10  for  safe  for  securities. 

[$47.33  also  spent  during  1899- 1900  ^°  acquiring  the  $3000  mortgage.] 

The  following  report  of  audit  was  appended:  vestment  of  $4700  in   mortgage  loans,  of  de- 
At  the  request  of  Charles  C.  Soule,  treasurer  posit  of  $1010  in  the  Brookline  (Mass.)  Savings 
of  the  Endowment  Fund,  we  have  examined  his  Bank,  and  of  deposit  of  $619.27  in  the  Inter- 
accounts  and  securities  and  find  evidences  of  in-  national  Trust  Company  of  Boston.     We  also 
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find  his  accounts  correctly  cast»   with   proper    port  that  the  committee  had  made  progress  in 

vouchers  for  all  expenditures.  the  matter  of  the  handbook,  about  85  per  cent. 

Jamss  L.  Whitney,      \  ^'  ^^  material  being  in  hand,  and  that  it  was 

Geo.  T.  Little.  v  Finance  hoped  soon  to  make  formal  report.     He  added 

Charles  K.  Bolton,  )         ^^w^''"''''-        that  the  California  Library  Association  had  is- 

The  report  was  accepted.  sued  its  third  publication  —  a  handbook  of  the 

Dr.  Richardson  stated  that  the  libraries  of  California,  and  that  Mr.  Teggart 

would  be  glad  to  supply  copies  to  members  of 
the  Association  desiring  them. 
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would  be  presented  later  at  the  session  on  Co-  .   ^   ^ 

operative  Cauloging.  J-  C-  !>*"*  read  the 

C.  H.  Gould,  for  the  report  of  the  committee  on  library  schools. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  DOCUMENTS,  (-^'^  P*  ^3-) 

reported  progress,  stating  that  material  for  the  Melvil  Dewey. — It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 

list  of  German  documents  planned  by  the  com-  just  the  kind  of  report  we  want  in  regard  to  11- 

mittee  had  been  collected,  and  that  the  compila-  brary  schools.    We  have  had  too  many  reports 

tion  of  the  list  had  been  undertaken.  where  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  praise  with- 

W.  T.  Peoples  read  the  out  studying  the  work  ;  and    I  think  that  in 

REPORT  ON  A.  L.  A.  EXHIBIT  AT  PARIS  EXPOSITION,  some  cases  the  committees  have  felt  their  mis- 

The  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  ap-  sion  was  to  pass  compliments  around  among  the 

prove  the  plans  for  the  exhibit  of  the  American  schools,  rather  than  put  facts  before  the  Asso- 

Library  Association  of  the  Paris  Exposition  in  elation.     The  report  has  called  attention  to  the 

1900,  report  that  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  weaknesses  of  library  schools.     At  Albany  we 

the  Atlanta  meeting  in  May,   1899,  the  New  are  very  anxious  to  broaden  out  the  work  on 

York  State  Library  submitted  for  consideration  these  lines.     Our  recent  growth  has  been  in  the 

a  scheme  for  the  arrangement  and  control  of  steady  direction  of  demanding  higher  education 

this  exhibit.  for  admission  to  the  school,  and  we  are  each 

This  plan  was  very  comprehensive  in  detail,  year  getting  a  higher  percentage  of  college  men 

and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  covered  the  who  take  the  course.  We  have  often  had  classes 

whole  ground  quite  thoroughly.     It  received  without  a  single  man.     But  this  year  we  have 

our  unanimous  approval.  nine,  showing  the  steady  raising  of  the  standard 

The  exhibit,  which  is  now  on  view  at  the  Ex-  of  general  education  and  the  steady  broadening 

position  in  Paris,  was  arranged  substantially  in  of  the  course.    To  do  our  best  work  we  need 

accordance  with  this  plan.  the  help  of  the  Association.     I  want  to  second 

For  further  information  in  detail,  the  commit-  what  Mr.  Dana  has  said,  and  I  want  to  ask  the 

tee  refers  to  the  descriptive  account  of  the  ex-  Association  to  appoint  an  active  working  com- 

hibit  prepared  by  Miss  Florence  Wood  worth,  mittee  on  this  subject,  with  the  understanding 

published  in  the  March,  1900,  numbers  of  the  that  its  members  are  not  to  pass  around  compli- 

Library  Journal  9in6.  Public  Libraries,  ments,  but  are  to  find  the  weak  spots  in  the 

The  committee  desires  to  express  its  apprecia-  work,  and  try  to  make  the  money,  time,  and  en- 

tion  and  to  commend  to  the  consideration  of  the  thusiasm  put  into  the  library  schools  yield  the 

Association  the  laborious  and  unselfish  work  largest  possible  return  for  American  librarians, 

performed  by  the  New  York  State  Library  in  The   Library  School   is  weak  in  many  of  its 

the  preparation  of  this  exhibition  of  the  work  graduates,  but,  as  I  say  to  every  class,  we  can 

and  methods  of  American  libraries.  only  find  out  what  is  in  the  people  who  come  to 

W.  T.  Peoples.  us.     If  a  man  is  born  of  poor  fibre,  of  poor  fibre 

Adelaide  R.  Hasse.  he  will  remain.    You  can  polish  agate ;  you  can 

Clement  W.  Andrews.  polish  mahogany;  but  you  can't  polish  a  pump- 

J.  A.  RowELL,  on  behalf  of  F.  J.  Teggart,  kin  —  and  if  a  third-rate  man  comes  to  a  library 

chairman  of  the  school,  and  the  Lord  made  him  third-rate,  he 

COMMITTEE  ON  HANDBOOK  OF  AMERICAN  LIBRA-  will  be  a  third-rate  librarian  to  the  end  of  the 

ries,  chapter, 

•aid  that  Mr.  Teggart  had  requested  him  to  re-  Dr.  Richardson. — I  move  that  the  recom- 
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mendations  contained  in  the  report  be  referred  recommend  a  particular  person  ;   the  relative 

to  the  incoming  Council  and  the  Executive  Board  merits  of  the  different  graduates  were  stated, 

for  further  consideration,  and  that  such  a  com-  and  I  was  left  to  choose  for  myself.    Sometimes 

mittee  as  Mr.  Dana  suggests  be  appointed.     I  I    aslced  searching   questions,  and  drew  out 

want  to  make  one  observation,  and  that  is  that  specific  replies;  but  I  found  that  I  could  rely 

all  the  library  schools,  in  making  their  recom-  upon  all  statements  made, 

mendations,  are  very  particular  to  be  clear  as  Miss  Mary  W.  Plummkr. — In  the  statistics 

to  the  qualifications  of  those  whom  they  recom-  given  for  the  Pratt  school  the  salaries  mentioned 

mend.  were  those  of  1898;  since  then  there  has  been 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  I  second  Dr.  Richardson's  a  considerable  advance.*    Another  thing,  as  to 

motion,  and  would  add  that  to  my  mind,  neither  library  experience  before  graduation:  in  our 

Mr.  Dana  nor  Mr.  Dewey  has  touched  on  one  library  school  there  is  actual  practical  work  for 

of  the  most  important  functions  of  the  school,  the  student  through  at  least  three  months  in  the 

which  is  to  act  as  a  sieve,  and  sift  out  those  who  year,  and  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  school 

won't  make  even  third-rate  librarians  or  do  good  work  Is  done  is  one  of  daily  practical  experi- 

work  at  all.  ence. 

Mrs.    Fairchild.  —  It  has  been  my  fortune  W.   H.   Brett. — There  is  one  point  in  the 

for  many  years  to  have  charge  of  the  positions  report  which  seems  to  convey  a  wrong  impres- 

department  of  the  Albany  school;  that  is,  when  sion.    I  am  entirely  unable  to  make  Mr.  Dana's 

requests  came   from  outside  for    information  reference  to  the  market  for  library  assistants 

about  our  students,  it  has  been  my  business  to  coincide  with  the  figures  in  the  table,  which 

reply,  and  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  never  but  show  that  library  assistants  are  very  fully  em- 

once  made  a  recommendation  of  a  student  to  a  ployed.     Not  long  ago  I  was  asked  to  recom- 

library  without  being  asked  to  do  so,  and  then  mend  a  librarian  for  a  small  school  library.     I 

it  was  in  the  case  cf  a  person  who  seemed  to  sent  to  the  president  and  board  of  trustees  four 

have  unusual  natural  qualifications  for  a  certain  names  of  library   school    graduates.      These 

kind  of  work.    If  our  students  receive  good  sal-  gentlemen  did  not  move  promptly,  and  within 

aries  and  have  chances  to  do  good  work,  it  is  a  month  the  graduates  recommended  were  all 

because  they  deserve  them,  and  not  because  employed  elsewhere. 

they  are  pushed  by  influence  from  Albany.  The  motion  of  Dr.  Richardson  was  adopted, 

C.  C.  SOULB. — In  the  last  five  years  or  so  I  and  the  report,  with  its  various  recommenda- 

have  been  consulted  in  the  choice  of  from  ten  tions,  was  referred  to  the  Council  for  action  and 

to  twelve  librarians.    This  has  made  It  neces-  later  report, 

sary  for  me  to  consult  the  heads  of  the  different  F.  P.  Hill  read  the 

schools,  and  what  has  impressed  me  most  has  report  of  committee  on  ubrary  tracts. 

been  their  fairness  and  impartiality.    I  have  The  Committee  on  Library  Tracts  have  to 

never  heard  of  a  person  being  urged  for  ap-  report  that  the  first  three  tracts  of  the  series 

pointment  because  he  or  she  was  a  graduate  of  outlined  at  the  Atlanta  meeting  have  been  pre- 

a  particular  library  school.    There  has  always  pared  by  the  committee  and  issued  by  the  Pub- 

been  a  most  fair  and  judicial  summing  up  of  lishing  Section,  and  are  submitted  to  the  Asso- 

the  individual  qualities  of  the  persons  so  con-  elation  at  the  present  meeting.  It  is  hoped  that 

iidered,  or  a  recommendation  of  two  or  three  they  will  meet  in  part  the  need  for  a  simple  and 

names  on  the  lines  required.  inexpensive  means  of  answering  some  of  the 

F.  M.  Crunden. — My  own  personal  experi-  questions  propounded  by  persons  or  communi- 
ence  confirms  Mr.  Soule's  remarks.  I  have  ties  desiring  to  undertake  library  development, 
corresponded  with  at  least  two  library  schools  Four  other  numbers  have  been  arranged  for 
with  the  practical  end  in  view  of  selecting  in  the  series,  according  to  the  outline  submitted 
assistants*  and  I  have  always  found  the  utmost  last  year,  and  the  committee  have  been  in  corn- 
frankness  and  impartiality  in  the  statements  munication  with  persons  who  seemed  especially 
made  to  me.  Moreover,  I  have,  on  three  or  qualified  to  handle  the  several  subjects  included. 
four  occasions,  had  opportunities  of  testing  the  In  every  case  their  applications  have  met  with 

accuracy  of  their  statemenU  by  actual  trial  of  •  The  suUstics  originally  pretented  are  revited  in  the 

the  assistants.     I  have  seen  no  tendency  to  report  as  printed  on  p.  83 
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the  most  prompt  and  courteous  response,  and 
they  desire  to  express  their  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  help,  in  time  and  labor,  so  freely  offered. 
This  recognition  is  especially  due  to  those  who 
have  made  possible  the  issue  of  the  first  three 
numbers. 

The  Committee  feel  that  the  editorial  super- 
vision, as  well  as  the  publishing,  of  these  pam- 
phlets should  be  placed  entirely  with  the 
Publishing  Section,  which  is  the  natural 
body  to  handle  such  matters  for  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  Committee  have  been  in  commu- 
nication with  the  Publishing  Section  through- 
out this  work,  and  appreciate  the  interest  and 
support  given  them  by  the  Section  officers.  It 
is  believed  that  the  work  comes  properly  within 
the  province  of  the  Section,  and  it  is  therefore 
recommended  that  the  committee  be  discharged, 
and  that  the  succeeding  numbers  in  the  tract 
series  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Section.  Helen  £.  Haines. 

Mary  W.  Plummer. 

Frank  P.  Hill. 
Voted^  That  the  recommendation  be  referred 
to  the  Council  for  action. 

Secretary  Carr  read  the 

REPORT    OF    committee    ON    PROVIDING    CHEAP 
POSTAGE  FOR  BOOKS. 

To  the  American  Library  Association: 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Association 
at  Atlanta  upon  the  subject  of  the  cheap  library 
post  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Much  earnest  effort  has  been  made  during 
the  past  year  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  bill 
covering  the  desired  legislation.  A  statement 
of  what  has  been  done  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  W.  Scott,  secretary  of  the  library 
post,  which  accompanies  this  report.  The 
committee  have  given  their  support  to  the 
movement  as  representatives  of  the  Association, 
but  ihey  have  not  felt  justified  in  openly  work- 
ing for  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  be- 
cause of  the  somewhat  restricted  authority 
given  them  by  the  Atlanta  meeting. 

They  believe  thoroughly  in  the  benefits  to 
be  obtained  by  libraries  in  a  cheap  rate  of 
postage  for  the  carriage  of  books,  both  between 
libraries,  and  between  the  library  and  the  in- 
dividual, and  they  further  believe  that  the 
American  Library  Association  should  take  a 
definite  stand  in  its  favor,  and  place  a  com- 
mittee in  the  field  to  represent  it  in  fully  co- 


operating with  the  New  England  Education 
League  and  other  interests  for  the  passage  of 
the  desired  legislation. 

Your  committee  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  the  American  Library  Association  at 
this  time  pass  a  vote  fully  endorsing  the  move- 
ment and  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  represent  the  Association  in  an 
active  effort  in  its  favor. 

For  the  Committee, 

Arthur  H.  Chase, 

Chairman. 

A  report  from  the  New  England  Education 
League  was  appended  to  the  committee  report. 
This  included  expressions  of  approval  of  the 
effort  from  public  men,  librarians,  and  others; 
a  copy  of  the  bill,  "To  establish  a  library 
post"  (H.  R.  7513);*  and  a  statement  of  what 
had  been  done  by  the  League  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  measure.  A  hearing  on  the  bill 
was  given  in  Washington,  on  Feb.  27,  1900,  at 
which  members  of  the  League  and  of  the  A.  L. 
A.  committee  were  present.  While  the  bill  re- 
mained unchanged,  various  modifications  in 
radius  of  carriage  or  in  amount  of  rate  were 
suggested  and  discussed.  The  League  report 
was  not  read,  but  filed  for  reference. 

W:  E.  Foster. — I  have  been  asked  to  pre- 
sent the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved^  That  the  report  and  the  action  of 
the  special  committee  for  Providing  Cheap  Post- 
age for  Books  be  approved,  and  that  such  a  com* 
mittee  be  again  appointed  this  year. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation approves  of  the  Bill  to  Establish  a  Li- 
brary Post  (H.  R.  7513),  now  pending  before 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  desires 
that  it  may  be  enacted  into  law. 

Resolved^  That  a  modification  of  the  postal 
laws  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  said  Congressional  bill  to  establish  a 
Library  Post,  would  be  favored  by  this  Asso- 
ciation. 

It  was  Voted^  That  the  report  of  the  committee 

and  the  resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Foster  be 

referred  to  the  Council  for  recommendation  to 

the  Association.! 

George  Stockwell  read  the 

report  on  gifts  and  bequests. 

(See  p.  92.) 

Melvil  Dewey.  — I  move  that  the  Committee 

*  This  bill  was  printed  in  Library  Journal^  Feb.,  1900, 
p.  68. 

t  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  it  was  voted,  after  full 
discussion,  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table.  Ste  Transac- 
tions of  Council,  L.  /.,  June,  1900,  p.  293. 
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on  Resolutions  be  instructed  to  report  a  suit-  tially  a  new  instrument.  Under  the  rule  for 
able  resolution,  before  the  close  of  this  meet-  amending  the  old  constitution  it  is  necessary 
ing,  recognizing,  on  behalf  of  this  Association,  that  this  new  constitution  be  adopted  by  two 
Mr.  Carnegie's  great  services  to  public  li-  successive  conferences.  Having  been  adopted 
braries.  If,  ten  years  ago,  any  one  had  sug-  by  the  necessary  vote  of  the  Atlanta  confer- 
gested  that  one  individual  might  give  ten  ence,  and  due  notice  of  the  fact  that  the  matter 
million  dollars  to  libraries,  our  enthusiasm  will  come  up  at  this  conference  having  been 
would  have  known  no  bounds;  we  would  have  served  upon  each  member,  in  the  Supplement- 
worked  unceasingly  to  bring  such  a  thing  about,  ary  Handbook  issued  in  connection  with  the 
and  the  time  would  have  been  well  spent.  Now  notice  convening  this  meeting,  the  question  of 
the  thing  has  come  to  us  ;  not  only  have  libra-  ratifying  the  new  constitution  is  now  properly 
ries  been  developed  and  strengthened  all  over  before  the  Association.  Such  ratification  is  es- 
the  country,  but  Mr.  Carnegie  has  made  it  pos-  sential  before  it  can  go  into  effect. 
sible  for  the  Association  to  send  some  of  its  W.  C.  Lane.  —  If  the  Association  is  ready  to 
best  librarians  to  Paris  to  represent  us  there,  receive  it,  I  should  like  to  offer  a  report  from 
It  seems  to  me  this  meeting  should  put  in  good  the  committee  on  that  subject, 
vigorous  English  its  appreciation  of  the  work  Pres.  Thwaites.  —  The  report  will  be  re- 
Mr.   Carnegie  has  done  for  public  libraries,  ceived. 

Voted,  W.  C.  Lane.  —  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
Miss  M.  E.  Ahern.  —  I  would  urge  that  the  tee  on  Revision,  Mr.  Crunden,  asks  me  to  re- 
Executive  Board  act  on  the  recommendation  re-  port  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  because  the 
garding  gifts  and  bequests  made  two  years  ago  proposed  amendments  were  referred  through 
by  Miss  Hewins,   and  now  repeated  by   Mr.  me  to  legal  counsel  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
Stockwell.    There  are  many  gifts  made  to  li-  sett's,  where   the  Association   is  incorporated, 
braries  throughout  the  country  which  are  not  Professor  Wambaugh,   of    the    Harvard   Law 
reported  in  the  library  periodicals.    The  people  School,  and  Mr.  James  P.  Purmentcr,  of  Bos- 
making  them  are  in  the  main  modest  people,  ton,  a  member  of  this  Association,  were  asked 
but  they  should  receive  recognition.  to  examine  the  constitution,  as  adopted,  and  re- 
Secretary  Carr.  —  I  move  as  a  recommenda-  port  whether  there  were  any  points  which  did 
tion  to  the  incoming  Executive  Board,  that  a  not  conform  to  the  laws  relating  to  corporations 
more  systematic  method  of  gathering  statistics  in   Massachusetts.     They  suggest  two  points, 
of  library  gifts,  as  suggested  in  the  report  on  The  first  is  the  statement  in  the  first  section  of 
gifts  and  bequests,  be  formulated  by  the  board,  the  object  of  the  Association.     As  stated  in  the 
MsLViL  Dewey.  —  I  would  move  as  an  amend-  original    constitution  of    1877,   reference  was 
ment,  that  the  A.  L.  A.  request  each  state  as-  made  to  the  libraries^of  "the  country,"  mean- 
sociation  to  furnish  an  official  list  of  the  gifts  ing  the  United  States  ;  the  corresponding  sec- 
and  bequests  of  that  state,  and  to  be  responsi-  tion  in  our  present  constitution  refers  to  libra- 
ble  for  its  accuracy;  and  that  the  Executive  ries  in  general;  and  in  the  amended  constitu- 
Board  appoint  a  special  reporter  on  the  subject  tion  to  the  libraries  "of  America."    A  change 
in  states  where  there  is  no  library  association.  has  been  made  in  the  statement  of  the  object  of 
Miss  Ahern.  —  The  officers  of  the  state  asso-  the  Association.     There  is  no  objection  to  this 
ciations  change  from  time  to  time,  and  what  is  change,  but  it  makes  necessary  a  formal  notice 
the  business  of  a  half  a  dozen  people  is  hardly  to  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations  in  Massa- 
ever accomplished  satisfactorily.  Why  could  not  chusetts,  and  the  filing  of  a  certificate  in  regard 
each  state  association  appoint  some  person  to  thereto.     The  second  point  to  which  our  atten- 
make  up  the  report  for  that  state  ?  tion  has  been  drawn  is  section  6,  in  which  pro- 
The  amendment  was  lost,  the  motion  of  Mr.  vision  is  made  for  revision  by  the  Association 
Carr  being  carried.  of  action  taken  by  the  Council,  which,  you  will 
REVISED  CONSTITUTION.  remember,  is  charged  with  most  of  the  business 
President  Thwaites. — A  year  ago,  at  the  of  the  Association,  so  as  to  save  time  in  the 
Atlanta  conference,  there  was  adopted  by  the  general  meeting.    Section  6  provides  that  the 
Association  a  series  of  amendments  to  the  old  action  of  the  Council  may  be  changed  or  revised 
constitution,  in  the  form  of  what  is  substan-  by  the  Association  by  a  two-thirds  vote.    Mr. 
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Parmenter  advises  that  this  may  cause  trouble  assigned  them  by  the  new  constitution.    Such 

in  the  future,  since,  under  the  laws  of  Massa-  assumption  of  duties  will  be  necessary  in  order 

chusetts,  in  corporations  of  this  kind  the  major-  to  carry  out  the  provisions  for  the  election  of 

ity  of  members  present  at  a  meeting,  and  vot-  officers  at  the  end  of  the  present  session, 

ing,  have  the  right  to  decide  the  policy  of  the  Pres.  Thwaites. — The  Association,  in    its 

association,  and  their  action  should  not  be  lim-  present  organization,  would  continue  until  the 

ited    to  the    requirements  of  a   three-fourths  new  organization  was  qualified,  which  event 

vote.  would  take  place  either  upon  the  election  of 

The  Executive  Board,  however,  recommends  officers  under  the  new  constitution,  or  upon  the 

that  the  constitution  be  adopted  as  a  whole  adoption  of  a  resolution  similar  to  that  sug- 

now,  without  amendment,  because  if  amend-  gested  by  Mr.  Lane. 

ments  are  made  now,  previous  to  the  adoption,  Mr.  Crundsn. — I  approve  the  resolution.     I 

this  would  prevent  the  adoption  of  the  whole,  think  it  will  simplify  matters  to  have  the  new 

and  the  matter  would  have  to  lie  over  for  an-  constitution  go  into  force  at  once,  and  to  have 

other  year.     But  if  It  is    adopted  now,  any  official  functions  assumed  and  executed  by  the 

amendments  can  be  presented  later,  and  be  dis-  present  Council  and  Executive  Board, 

cussed  and  voted  upon  at  our  next  meeting.  Pres.  Thwaites. —  Such  a  disposition  would 

Therefore,  in  spite  of  this  flaw,  which  we  are  leave  the  Council  as  now  constituted,  to  judge 

advised  may  cause  us  trouble,  I  am  authorized  of  the  next  place  of  assembly, 

to  say  that  the  Executive  Board  recommends  Dr.  Stkiner. —  I  move  that  the  constitution 

that  action  be  taken  immediately.  be  adopted  without  amendment.     Voted. 

H.  L.  Elmendorf. — I  would  like  to  ask,  if  W.   C.   Lane. —  I  move  that  the  Executive 

this  constitution  is  adopted  as  a  whole,  without  Board  and  the  Council,  as  at  present  consti- 

amendment,  ar  this  session,  when  does  it  go  tuted,  at  once  assume  the  duties  assigned  to 

into  efifect  ?    Does  it  govern  this  meeting,  or  these  bodies  by  the  new  constitution, 

does  it  take  effect  at  the  end  of  this  meeting  ?  Miss  Ahern. —  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.     It 

I  think  the  question  should  be  clearly  stated  seems  to  me  in  parliamentary  usage,  that  a  body 

and  decided.     Certain  things  which  in  the  con-  acting  under  a  constitution  cannot  change  to  a 

stitution  are  referred  to  the  Council  are,  under  new  constitution  until  that  meeting  adjourns; 

the  old  constitution,  decided  by  the  Association,  or,  that  the   new  constitution   does  not  take 

I  refer  to  the  decision  as  to  place  of  meeting  for  effect  during  the  continuation  of  this  meeting, 

next  year;  and  as  there  is  an  invitation  to  be  Pres.   Thwaites. —  Does  Miss  Ahern  mean 

presented  from  Buffalo,  I  am  very  much  inter-  until  the  adjournment  of  the  entire  meeting,  or 

ested.  of  this  session  ? 

Pres.   Thwaites.  —  Of    course  it  is  impos-  Miss    Ahern.  —  The    entire    meeting  —  this 

sible  for  the  Association  to  lapse.     The  chair  year's  meeting. 

is  of  the  present  opinion  that  as  soon  as  the  Mr.  Elmendorf. — I   shall  be    glad    to    see 
constitution  is  adopted,  and   the   Association  the  resolution  pass  and  the  constitution  take 
takes  action  under  it, —  that  is  to  say,  elects  effect  at  once;    but  having    looked   into  the 
officers  under  it  —  it  comes  into  force.     Until  matter  a  little,  I  believe  Miss  Ahern  is  right, 
then,  the  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  we  are  Pres.  Thwaites.  —  After  consideration  of  the 
doing  business  under  the  old  constitution.  question,  and  with  a  view  of  bringing  matters 
Mr.  Elmendorf. —  Will  the  chair  please  make  to  a  head,  the  chair  will  rule  that,  upon  the 
a  definite  ruling  under  that  decision,  as  to  who  passage  of  the  vote  of  ratification,  we  at  once 
decides  this  year  where  the  Association's  next  were  acting  under  the  new  constitution.    Does 
place  of  meeting  shall  be.  Miss  Ahern  appeal  to  the  house,  from  the  de- 
Mr.  Lane.  —  Under  the  president's  decision  cision  of  the  chair  ? 
in  regard  to  the  new  constitution  going  into  Miss  Ahern.  —  I  do  not. 
effect  when  officers  are  elected,  I  propose,  as  Pres.  Thwaites.  —  The  chair    thus     rules, 
soon  as  the  vote  is  passed,  to  present  a  motion  through  no  desire  to  be  arbitrary,  but  simply  to 
that  the  present  officers  and  members  of  the  expedite  business. 

Executive   Board  and  Council,  as  at  present  Mr.  Dewey.  —  Is  there  any  reason  why   we 

constituted,  shall  at  once  assqiqe  the  duties  should  adopt  this  course  just  now  ? 
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Pres.  Thwaitss.  —  A  number  of  important  ages  was  touched  upon,  and  in  conclusion  the 

matters  are  pending;  much  confusion  will  arise,  speaker  pointed  out  the  great  need  there  ez- 

as  well  as  apparently  unnecessary  labor,  if  we  isted  in  Montreal  for  a  public  library  to  which 

do  not  at  once  get  to  work  under  the  new  con-  the  citizens  might  look  to  with  as  much  pride  as 

stitution.  they  did  to  McGill  University. 

Mr.  Dewst.  —  Is  the  new  Council  in  power  Dr.  James  K.  Hosmbr  spoke  on 

now?  BROTHERHOOD   AMONG    ENGLISH-SPEAKING    MEN. 

Pres.  Thwaitss. — The  new  constitution  is  in  Almost  the  last  matter  to  which  I  gave  at- 

effect;  and  such  being  the  case,  the  old  Council  tentlon  before  I  left  home  was  the  renovating 

and  Executive  Board  have,  until  their  succes-  and  rehanging  of  an  old  picture,  more  than  90 

sors  are  qualified,  the  authority  appertaining  years  old.   It  was  a  portrait  of  my  great-grand- 

to  them  under  its  provisions.  father,  who  on  the  early  morning  of  the  19th 

Mr.  Lane's  motion  was  then  adopted.  April,  1775,  was  in  command  of  a  company  of 

Adjournment  was  taken  at  12.50.  minute  men  at  the  north  bridge  at  Concord,  and 

1?          AT  according  to  tradition,  had  much  to  do  with  the 

SECOND  SESSION,  obstinate  resistance  oflfered  to  the  regulars  of 

(Windsor  Hall,  Thursday  Evening,  June  7.)  George  III.    In  fact,  if  tradition  speaks  true, 

THE  PUBLIC  MEETING.  my  great-grandfather  was  one  of    the    most 

The  meeting  was  opened  at  8.30  by  President  truculent  and  remorseless  tail-twisters  that  the 

Thwaites,  and  Secretary  Carr  then  read  the  British  lion  encountered  on  that  memorable 

following  cablegram  received  from  dayi  when  the  American   Revolution  began; 

THE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNITED  ^n^  I  think,  perhaps,  it  may  seem  to  some  an 

KINGDOM.  unfortunate  selection  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
•*  Library  Association  sends  hearty  greeting  gram  committee  that  the  descendant  of  such 
to  Canadian  and  American  brethren  and  sincere  a  man  should  have  been  chosen  to  speak  here 
wishes  for  successful  meeting."  to-night    on   the    **  Brotherhood    of    English- 
Mr.  Carr  stated   that  the   L.  A.  U.  K.  had  speaking  men."      Let  me  hasten  to  say,  how- 
been  earnestly  invited  to  send  representatives  ever,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  temper 
to  the  Montreal  conference,  and  that  Dr.  Rich-  o'  my  great-grandfather.  I   myself  am   not  a 
ard  Garnett  had  expected  to  attend,  but  had  tail-twister.     Among  the  wild  animals  I  have 
been  unable  to  do  so.     Finally  Miss  M.  S.  R.  known  there  is  no  one  more  meritorious,  in  my 
James  had  been  requested  to  act  as  the  repre-  opinion,  than  the   British  lion.     I    think    the 
sentative  of  the  English  association.  British  lion.  125   years  ago,  was  a  very  good 
Mr.  Thwaites  then  delivered  the  fellow,  although  he  made  a  mistake  in  going 
PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS.  contrary  to  his  own  principles  and  exacting  tax- 

ation  without  representation. 

^  ^^  ^'    ''  In  order  that  I  may  make  it  still  more  certain 

Sir  Melbourne  Tait,  Acting  Chief  Justice,  that  I  am  not  a  tail-twister,  I  may,  perhaps,  be 

of  Montreal,  responded  in  an  address  of  wel-  permitted  to  say  that  I  am  the  author  of  a  life 

come.*    He  spoke  of  the  breadth  of  view  of  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  the  last  royal  governor 

any  organization  that  had  such  a  motto  as  the  ^f  Massachusetts  Bay  before  George  III.  under- 

mottoof  the  American  Library  Association,  and  took  to  solve  the  knot  of  his  perplexities  by  the 

touched  briefly  upon  the  difference  between  the  sword  of  a  soldier.     My  biography  is  a  respect- 

librarianship  of  to-day  and  that  of  even  a  few  ful  — indeed    a    laudatory     consideration     of 

years  ago.    He  spoke  of  the  close  relationship  Thomas  Hutchinson.     It  has   not  often  been 

which  had  developed    between   libraries  and  the  case  in  the  States  that  a  man  who  took  the 

schools  in  the  last  few  years,  and  said  that  it  Tory  side  has  been  respectfully  treated  by  bis 

seemed  to  him  no  more  necessary  to  plead  for  biographer. 

the  educational  value  of  the  public  library  than  The  name  of    Thomas   Hutchinson,   almost 

for  that  of  the  public  schools.     The  power  for  forgotten  as   it  is,   is  one  that  may  well   be 

good  that  lay  in  books  which  offered  compan-  remembered  when   the  topic  for  discussion  is 

ionship  with  the  wisest  and  greatest  men  of  all  the  **  brotherhood  of  English-speaking  men." 

'                  «  Not  furnished  for  pablicatioo.  Born  in  the  year  1711,  of  an  eminent  and  well- 
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to-do  family,  he  had  scarcely  passed  his  boy-  tion,  in  the  Northwest,  where  I  live,  I  am  quite 
hood  when  he  entered  public  life.  He  was  familiar  with  the  bob-sled  of  the  lumberman, 
selectman  of  Boston  and  a  member  of  the  With  a  heavy  weight  of  timber  pressing  from 
House  of  Representatives  at  26.  He  soon  be-  above  and  the  inequalities  of  the  very  rough 
came  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  passed  into  the  road  beneath,  if  the  vehicle  which  bore  the 
Council,  the  highest  body  of  the  Legislature,  burden  were  in  one  frame,  it  would  be  at 
He  became  judge  of  probate,  chief  justice,  lieu-  once  racked  to  pieces.  What  does  the  lumber- 
tenant-governor,  then  governor.  He  could  go  man  do?  He  divides  his  frame;  he  puts  a 
no  higher  in  those  provincial  days.  In  every  pair  of  runners  before  and  a  pair  of  run- 
position  in  which  he  was  placed  he  showed  ners  behind,  and  then  he  connects  the  two 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  worth  and  of  first-rate  by  an  appliance  always  yielding,  but  never 
ability.  He  was  an  admirable  administrator,  and  parting;  and  so  it  is  the  heaviest  burdens  are 
he  is  still  remembered  as  one  of  the  best  of  Mas-  borne  and  the  roughest  inequalities  of  the  road 
sachusetts  chief  justices.  As  a  financier  in  an  surmounted.  When  a  people  becomes  vast,  the 
age  which  was  given  over  to  a  craze  for  irredeem-  political  constitution  which  is  suitable  for  it 
able  paper  money,  he  showed'himself  to  be  a  wise  should  be  like  the  vehicle  of  the  Northwestern 
and  level-headed  statesman,  and  he  saved  his  lumberman.  In  this  magnificent  Anglo-Saxon- 
province  from  ruin.  In  fact,  up  to  the  time  of  the  dom,  130,000,000  strong  to-day,  no  one  polit- 
Stamp  Act,  in  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century,  he  ical  frame  would  suffice.  Think  of  the  width  of 
was  the  most  illustrious  figure  in  the  western  the  diffusion;  think  of  the  complexity  of  rela- 
hemisphere.  How  does  it  happen  that  a  name  tions;  think  of  the  variety  of  interests!  The 
so  fine  should  have  become  overswcpt  by  ob-  political  constitution  should  be  in  two  frames, 
livion  and  is  scarcely  ever  mentioned  except  It  is  well  we  have  the  British  constitution  and 
with  obloquy?  It  came  about  in  this  way:  as  the  American  constitution;  alike  but  separate, 
regards  the  Stamp  Act,  he  was  as  severe  in  his  It  is  well  we  have  them  ;  but  let  us  see  to  it  that 
condemnation  as  his  Whig  opponent,  but  he  between  the  two  frames  there  is  the  essential 
felt  that  the  grievances  did  not  justify  separa-  link.  And  what  should  that  link  be  ?  Some 
tion.  This  was  the  relation  in  which  he  thought  have  said  it  should  be  a  Court  of  High  Com- 
the  dependency  and  the  mother  country  should  mission,  a  Board  of  Arbitration.  Well  and 
stand:  let  a  supremacy  in  the  British  Parlia-  good;  but  essential  to  that  link  is  the  sentiment 
ment  be  recognized  in  all  imperial  concerns;  of  brotherhood  among  English-speaking  men. 
that  having  been  recognized,  let  it  retire  into  That  should  be  the  main  thing.  And  how  easy 
the  background ;  then  let  the  colony,  in  all  af-  it  ought  to  be  for  that  sentiment  of  brother- 
fairs  which  strictly  concern  itself  —  in  all  but  hood  to  be  felt!  How  many  things  we  have  in 
imperial  affairs  —  be  perfectly  untrammelled  common!  Our  heroes  we  have  in  common, 
and  independent.  In  other  words,  the  position  Go  back  to  those  fine  old  forefathers,  whom 
which  Thomas  Hutchinson  occupied  was  pre-  Tacitus  describes  two  thousand  years  ago  in 
cisely  that  which  in  the  British  Empire  has  their  folk-motes  in  the  forests  of  Germany, 
come  to  be  taken  at  the  present  day;  and  so  upholding  popular  sovereignty.  They  belong 
far  as  I  know,  he  was  the  first  man  who  saw  to  us  as  much  as  they  do  to  you.  Think  of  Al- 
the  way  in  which  the  empire  should  regulate  fred,  a  thousand  years  ago,  and  what  he  did  in 
the  matter  of  its  dependencies.  That  was  the  behalf  of  Anglo-Saxon  liberty.  He  belongs  to 
ground  he  took,  and  the  story  is  a  pathetic  one.  us>s  much  as  he  does  to  you.  So  do  Stephen 
He  became  discredited,  was  driven  into  exile,  Langton  and  the  barons  of  Runnymede,  io 
and  died  of  a  broken  heart  in  a  strange  land;  1215.  So,  too,  Earl  Simon  and  the  knights  of 
and  he  has  been  remembered  since  simply  to  be  the  shire,  the  founders  and  malntainers  of  the 
cursed  in  the  country  which  bore  him.  House  of  Commons.  So,  too,  Cromwell  and 
But  although  I  feel  the  position  which  the  Ironsides.  They  are  all  ours  as  much  as 
Thomas  Hutchinson  took  was  that  which  in  they  are  yours.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
those  days  a  wise  and  level-headed  statesman  Washington  and  Lincoln  are  heroes  of  the  same 
might  easily  take,  I  don't  think  he  was  right  as  series.  And  they  belong  to  you  as  much  as 
regards  England  and  the  Thirteen  Colonies,  they  do  to  us ;  for  they  were  heroes  who  strove 
If  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  a  homely  illustra-  and  died  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
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people,  and  for  the  people  might  not  perish  bart,  teachers  who  have  known  how  to  stimulate 
from  the  earth.  And  that  popular  government  **  unselfish  activities  "  and  "  proceed  from  the 
is  as  precious  to  you  as  it  is  to  us.  Then,  too,  known  to  the  unknown  "  by  natural  instinct  and 
we  have  the  bond  of  a  common  tongue,  of  a  rare  common-sense,  so  there  have  been  libra- 
common  literature;  we  regulate  our  disputes  by  rians  in  little  country  libraries  who,  through 
the  same  common  law;  we  worship  God  by  the  their  own  love  and  knowledge  of  books,  have 
same  religious  rites.  Why  should  not  love  taught  children  to  love  and  know  them  also, 
prevail?  As  Gladstone  said  in  his  fine  couplet:  Personal  contact  and  influence  in  a  small  li- 
**  If  love  unites,  wide  space  divides  in  vain,  brary  are  worth  as  much  as  in  a  small  school, 
And  hands  may  clasp  across  the  foaming  main."  but  in  a  great  library  where  work  must  be  di- 
If  hands  may  clasp  across  the  Atlantic,  it  ought  vided  into  departments,  organized,  systema- 
to  be  more  easy  for  hands  to  clasp  across  the  tized,  children's  needs  must  be  provided  for  as 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  great  lakes.  carefully,  as  wisely,  as  economically,  as  the 

I  feel,  sisters  and  brothers  of  the  American  needs  of  the  grown-up  public. 

Library  Association,  that  our  meeting  in  Mon-  The  New  England  country  library  of  a  hun- 

treal  is  not  without  significance,  looking  toward  dred  years  ago  gave  tight- jacketed  and  high- 

this  matter  of  the  brotherhood   of    English-  hatted   little  Lemuels    and   Josiahs  the   priv* 

speaking  men.    We  are  representatives  of  an  ilege  of  taking  home  '*  Sandford  and  Merton," 

important  interest,  an  interest  the  importance  Croxall's    i£sop,  and   Berquin's    "  Children's 

of  which  is  every  year  becoming  more  fully  friend,"  but  denied  the   use  of  its  shelves  to 

recognized.     We  have  been  glad  to  come  across  scant-skirted  and  big-bonneted    little   Eunices 

the  border  to  you.    Sir  Melbourne  Tait   to-  and    Roxana^,  their   sisters,  who  could    only 

night,  and   Principal   Peterson   this   morning,  look  on  enviously  and    read  snatches    of  the 

made  us  feel  you  were  glad  to  have  us  come,  books  not  in  use  by  their  brothers  or  bespoken 

I  stayed  away  from  the  trolley  ride  this  after-  by  Joel  or  Japhet  the  next  time  the  library 

noon  to  read  the   noble  address  of  Principal  should  be  open.  The  scattered  relics  of  country 

Peterson,  delivered   four  years  ago  in  New  libraries  are  found  in  country  attics,  but  no  one 

York,  upon  the  same  subject  upon  which  I  am  knows  how  many  of  them  there  are  except  a 

speaking  to-night.     He  thinks  just  as  I  do.     I  collector  of  old  books  and  book-plates.    They 

have  a  strong  fraternal  feeling  toward  him  to-  fell  into  disuse  early  in  this  century,  and  the 

night.     He  came  to  this  country  within  a  few  next  step  in  the  evolution  of  libraries  in  which 

years;  I  came  to  this  country  265  years  ago.  children   had  any  part  was  the  school   libra- 

But  we  stand  together;  I  feel  just  as  he  does,  ries  of    the  thirties,  some  of  which  are  ez- 

and  I  hope  a  great  many  people  in  Canada  feel  tant  with  many  volumes  missing.     The  Young 

as  he  does.  So  far  as  I  know,  no  one  of  us  wants  Men's    Institutes    and    Mercantile    LibrarieSi^ 

to  absorb  Canada;  and  I  hope  nobody  here,  no  while  they  did  not  recognize  children  as  a  class 

Canadian,  wants  to  conquer  the  United  States,  were  full  of  good  hunting  for  an  omnivorous 

Let  both  go  forward,  separate.     Following  the  boy  or  girl,  a  species  which  has  almost  died 

example  of  the  vehicle  of  the  lumberman,  let  each  out.     The  treasures  of  these  libraries  began  to 

have  its  political  constitution;  but  let  us  by  all  be  passed  by  unnoticed  after  Sunday  school 

means  have  the  link  —  let  us  have  the  sentiment  books  were  written  by  the  thousand,  and  also 

of  brotherhood.     Our  coming  together  is  a  step  after  the  establishment  of  many  public  libraries 

in  that  direction ;  and  I  am  sure  we  are  glad  to  in  large  towns  and  cities,  when  books  called 

t>e  among  the  steppers.  '*  juvenile  "  were  bought,  in  series  for  the  most 

Miss  C.  M.  Hkwins  spoke  on  part.  There  was  an  age-limit,  usually  14  years, 

and  no  attention  was  paid  to  younger  children. 
Dictionary  catalogs  without  notes  were  printed, 
books  were  called  for  by  number  instead  of 

Library  work /#r  children  is  not  new ;  library  title,  and   one  of  the  favorite  amusements  of 

work  with  children,  even,  is  not  entirely  an  out-  the  library-haunting  boy  of  the  period  was  to 

growth  of  the  modern  library   development,  write  figures  at  random  to  represent  book-num- 

Just  as  there  have  been  born  teachers  who  bers,  hand  them  in  at  the  loan-desk,  and  wait 

never  heard  of  Froebel  and  Pestalozzi  and  Her-  in    the  delicious   excitement  which   attends  a 
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lottery  for  his  prize,  that  might  be  a  book  on  good  care  and  intelligent  reading,  and  by-and- 

cuneiform  inscriptions  or  the  Zend-Avesta  in  bye,  when  boys  and  girls  are  ready  to  become 

the  original.  full-fledged  library  applicants,  they  understand 

Thoughtful  and  broad-minded  librarians  soon  how  to  treat  a  book  and  how  to  get  the  moil 

began  to  discover  that  libraries  were  not  doing  from  it.    In  many  of  the  eighty  or  more  college 

their  most  and  best  for  young  readers.    Equally  and  social  settlements  in  this  country  the  tame 

thoughtful  and  broad-minded  teachers  also  saw  small  library  and  personal  knowledge  of  the 

that  public  libraries  were  of  little  use  unless  librarians  of  every  child's  character  and  needs 

they  were  made  a  part  of  the  educational  sys-  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  settlement 

tem  of  every  city  and  town.    These  teachers  influences. 

began  to  make  book-lists  and  suggest  collateral  Schools  have  a  direct  connection  with  chil- 

reading  to  open  the  treasures  of  libraries  to  dren*s  work  in  libraries,  not  only  in  reading 

boys  and  girls  in  high  schools  and  the  grades  with  lessons,  but  in  the  sets  of  fifty  or  a  hun- 

just  below  them.    The  use  of  books  outside  dred  copies  of  a  book  which  the  library  sends 

text-books  is  now  common  in  lower  grades,  and  out  from  school  to  school  for  reading  in  class 

the  rapidly  increasing  differentiation  of  work  or  in  study  hours.     The  custom  of  circulaUng 

with  children  demands  a  separate  room  and  a  school  duplicates  is  growing  not  only  in  cities, 

special  training  for  children's  librarians.     The  but  in  the  smallest  and  most  remote  country 

more  one  uses  books  with  children  the  less  de-  towns,  where  half  a  dozen  copies  of  a  book  are 

mand  one  finds  for  a  printed  catalog,  except  of  sent  from  one  district  to  another.    The  small 

the  simplest  and  most  elementary  form,  and  the  libraries  which  receive  yearly  grants  from  at 

more  need  of  open  shelves  of  convenient  height,  least  one  New  England  state,  often  ask  in  their 

where  children  can  browse  at  will,  and  also  of  approval  lists  for  a  number  [of  school  dupli- 

books  for  children  just  beginning  to  read.    The  cates. 

library  of  1890  had  books,  and  good  books  for  The  children  of  an  earlier  day  were  given  to 

boys  and  girls  of  from   10  to   14,  but  with  a  moralizing  and  introspection.     The  motto  on 

few  exceptions,  among  which  was  the  St.  Louis  the  sampler  of  a  girl  of  nine  was  : 

Public  Library,  nothing  for  younger  children.  „  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^,  ^^^  ^erc  below,  how  fol^  mod  yet 

The  library  of  1900  has  picture-books  for  them,  how  fair ; 

and  what   the  older  boys  and  girls  call  *'easy  Each  pleasure  has  its  poison,  too,  and  every  iweet  a 

books."  It  recognizes  that  "Tom  Brown  at  Rug-  ware." 

by,"  and  *'Robinson  Crusoe"  unabridged  and  or  something  else  as  cheerful,  but  on  the  walls 

unsimplified,and  "The  daisy  chain"  in  two  long  of  the  first  sunny  and  attractive  room  for  chil- 

volumes,  that  used  to  be  the  delight  of  homes  dren  that  I  ever  saw  in  a  library,  is  Stevenson's 

where  books  were  talked  about  and  the  chil-  couplet : 

dren's  vocabulary  grew  larger  and  richer  every  "  The  world  is  so  full  of  a  number  of  things, 

day,  are  useless  and  incomprehensible  to  young  I  am  sure  we  should  all  be  as  happy  as  kings,** 

folk  of  the  same  age  whose  English  is  an  ac-  and  the  use  of  books  as  one  of  the  many  sources 

quired  tongue,  and  whose  home  language  is  « of  happiness  is  emphasized  in  the  training  of 

Italian  or  Yiddish.     Libraries  now  put  on  the  children's  librarians.    In  all  work  with  children* 

children's  shelves  books  in  short  sentences  and  however,  while  liberty  should  be  allowed  as  far 

simple  words  that  meet  such  boys  and  girls  as  possible,  there  is  danger  that  well-meaning 

half-way,  and  enable  them  in  two  or  three  years  benevolence  will  let  it  degenerate  into  license, 

to  read  the  more  difficult  English  that  you  and  A  friend  of  mine,  a  children's  librarian,  told 

I  cannot  remember  ever  having  to  learn.  me  that  the  women  of  the  association  which 

The  Children's  Aid  Society  of  Boston  discov-  employed  her  insisted  that  the  children  shouM 

ered  that  children    growing  up  in  tenement  be  governed  by  kindness  alone.     The  conse* 

houses  knew  nothing  of  the  Public  Library  or  quencewas  that  they  laughed  her  to  scorn,  sang 

its^ branches,  and  formed  little  home  libraries  songs  and   smoked   cigarettes  in  the  library, 

of  a  dozen  or  twenty  books,  to  be  kept  in  a  broke  windows  and  furniture,  and  gave  false 

Neighborhood  until  read,  then  moved  and  re-  names.     As  soon  as  she  could  find  out  the  true 

placed.    The  personal  influence  of  the  visitor  names    of    the    ringleaders,    she    closed    the 

who  has  these  libraries  in  charge  makes  for  library  one  day,  went  to  their  homes,  and  in 
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the  name  of  the  Gerry  Society  told  their  fathers  of  books  and  the  choice  of  editions  are  studied 

and  mothers  that  unless  the  children  behaved  in  both  schools. 

better  the  society  would  take  them  away  on  ac-  The  relations  of  a  librarian  with  children  lead 

count  of  hurtful  home  influences.    The  result  to  a  knowledge  of  their  home-life,  and  in  at 

was  an  immediate  reformation,  lamb-like  docil-  least  one  library  a  part  of  the  time  of  the  chil- 

ity  on  the  part  of  the  children,  and  great  ad-  dren's  librarian  is  spent  in  visiting  mothers,  in 

miration  on  the  part  of  the  "kind  ladies"  for  order  that  they  may  understand  the  difficult  prob- 

the  librarian's  magnetic  influence,  the  tactful  lems  of  fines,  applications,  signatures,  and  other 

methods  of   obtaining  which  she  did  not  ex-  necessary  restrictions.  The  personality  of  a  chil- 

plain.  dren's  librarian  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

A  course  of   training   for   children's  libra-  She  should  be  gentle  and  quiet  in  manner,  but 

rians   has  been  formulated  by  the  New  York  should  have  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  energy, 

State   Library  School,  Albany,  and  also    for  vitality,  and   resourcefulness,  should  be  sun- 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn.   Other  library  schools  shiny,  blest  with  a  sense  of  humor,  and  not  too 

and    training    classes    are  also  giving  atten-  far  above  children's  heads.     No  broken-down 

tion  to  this  part  of  library  work.     The  qual-  teacher,   with   a   formal   manner  or   "school- 

ities  which  a  children's  librarian  needs  were  ma'am  air,"  no  kindergartner  of   the  aggres- 

well    summed    up    by    Miss    Annie    Carroll  sively  *'  sweet "  type  can  hope  to  succeed  in  a 

Moore,    librarian    of    the    children's    depart-  children's  room.  The  children's  librarian  should 

ment    in    Pratt    Institute,    in    a    paper    read  be  a  good  story-teller  and  story-chooser,  for  the 

at    the    Lakewood-on-Chautauqua  Conference  old  art  of  story-telling  has  been  revived  in  chil- 

of  1898.      She  lays  emphasis  on  the  fact  that  dren's  libraries.     She  must  have  the  dramatic 

in  order  to  have  an  intelligent  knowledge  of  faculty  to  a  certain  extent,  to  hold  children's 

the  best  books  and  pictures  for  children,  one  attention,  and  most  of  all,  in  the  words  of  one 

must  have  had   such  books  and  pictures   as  of  the  best  of  children's  librarians,  she  should  be 

dear   and    familiar    friends    from  one's    own  "clean  and  cheerful  and  not  use  long  words." 

earliest  childhood.     She  adds,  too,  that  one  Johnson  B&igham  spoke  on 

must  not  have  strayed  too  far  from  childhood  the  travelling  library  movement. 

to  forget  one's  own  childish  likes  and  dislikes.  Just  what  is  the  travelling  library  ? 

The  Pratt  Institute,  course  of  training  re-  Singly,  it  is  a  case  of  books,  usually  25  or 
quires,  besides  a  year  in  the  general  library  50  in  number,  selected  and  cataloged  for  use  in 
course,  a  certain  amount  of  kindergarten  work,  small  communities  and  clubs, 
and  the  study  of  children's  books,  divided  into  Collectively,  the  term  is  applied  to  a  system 
classes.  A  children's  librarian  has  to  know  of  circulating  these  books,  sending  them  from 
what  the  best  books  are  on  every  subject,  and  some  central  library  to  individuals,  clubs,  and 
not  waste  her  own  time  and  a  child's  by  recom-  associate  libraries  in  communities  roundabout, 
mending  out-of-date  authorities  in  elementary  In  the  distinctively  library  states,  without 
science  and  history,  poor  stories,  and  untrust-  exception,  the  service  rendered  by  the  state  is 
worthy  biography.  There  are  lessons  in  the  free ;  the  charge  for  the  travelling  libraries  sent 
preparation  of  picture-bulletins,  in  adapting  is  nowhere  in  excess  of  the  bare  cost  of  trans- 
material  already  in  print  to  the  understanding  of  portation;  and  the  library  commissioners  as 
children,  in  the  work  of  libraries  and  schools  such  draw  no  salary  and  make  no  charge  for 
and  in  library  extension  through  travelling  col-  their  services  or  for  those  of  their  represen- 
lections  of  books  and  pictures.  tatives. 

The  Albany  school  course  in  library  work  Fifteen  states  have  some  form  of  library 
for  children  includes  lessons  in  psychology  commission,  and  in  every  one  of  these  the  com- 
and  ethics,  the  principles  underlying  the  mission  either  operates  or  promotes  the  travel- 
work,  and  various  details  of  administration,  ing  library. 

with  work  outside  the  library,  such  as  the  or-  These  free  circulating  libraries  are  operated 

ganization  of  library  leagues   for    the  better  in  some  form  in  35  sutes  of  the  union,  and  in 

care  and  more  intelligent  reading  of  books,  eight  of  these  they  are  operated  by  the  sute 

and  the  study  of  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  and  set-  librarian  or  a  state  library  commission  —  most 

tlement  libraries.    The  principles  of  selection  successfully  by  a  commission. 
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All  this  in  seven  years!      During  the  last  time  and  money   spent  in  developing  it,  no 
three  years  of  the  travelling  library  movement  library  in  the  city  can  show  such  speedy,  far- 
over  a  hundred  associate  libraries  established  reaching,  and  beneficent  results. 
by  the  state  have  developed  into  self-sustaining  Adjourned  at  10.40  p.m. 

free   public  libraries,  and  hundreds  more  are  ^rrTDn    ci:^c^c-t^%r 

^          "^     ,                        '              ,  THIRD    SEiaSlON, 

fast  moving  toward  that  goal. 

Why  should  the  state  take  on  the  burden  of  (Convocation  Hall.  Presbyterian  College, 

circulating  books  among  the  people,  and  of  Friday  Morning,  June  8.) 

aiding  communities  in  the   founding  and  up-  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Prcsi- 

building  of  public  libraries  ?  dent  Thwaites  at  10.15. 

A  general  answer  may  be  given  in  the  words  C.  W.  Andrews  spoke  for  the 

of  Emerson:  "  The  smallest  acquisition  of  truth  committee  on    handbook    of    American    li- 

or  energy,  in  any  quarter,  is  so  much  good  to  brariks. 

the  commonwealth  of  souls."  The  report  I  have  to  make  is  based  on  atele- 

I  need  not  stop  to  prove  to  this  audience  that  gram  from  the  chairman  of  this  committee.  Mr. 

the  smallest  free  public  library,  whether  tern-  Tcggart.    who    sends    two    recommendations 

porarily  or   permanently   housed,   is  a  large  ^hich  he  wishes  presented  to  the  Association, 

acquisition  of  both  truth  and  energy,  and  there-  One  is  that  power  be  given  to  the  committee  to 

fore  clearly  for  the  highest  good  of  the  com-  have    the    handbook    printed,   provided    that 

monwealth.  enough  subscriptions  at  $3  a  volume  can  be 

The   reasoning  by  which  the  state  was  in-  raised  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication.      The 

duced  to  foster  and  supervise  our  public  schools,  other  is  that  the  expenses  of  the  committee  be 

and  to  own  and  control  normal  schools,  stale  allowed  from  the  treasury  of  the  Association, 

colleges,  and  state  universities,  has  prepared  Mr.  Teggartalso  wishes  me  to  apologize  to  the 

the  public   mind  for  the  claims  of  the  public  Association  for  the  delay  in  making  a  formal 

library.  report,  which  will  be  submitted  later  ;  the  rca- 

I  am  gratified   to  find  that  most,  if  not  all,  gon  for  the  delay  has  been  his  recent  illness.* 

libraries  in  our  great  cities  look  with  more  or  y^ud.  That  the  recommendations  of  the  com- 

less  favor  upon  this  travelling  library  move-  mittec  be  referred  to  the  Council  for  considera- 

ment.     But  I  find  that  not  a  few  city  librarians  ^jon. 

still  regard  it  as  something  remote  and  apart  After  local  announcements  and  the  presenta- 

from    the    larger  library  movement,  part  of  tion  of    several    invitations,  made  by   C.    H. 

which  they  are.     I  would  remind  these  that  out  Gould,  the  meeting  resolved  itself  into  a  ses- 

of  the  new  conditions  of  our  time  is  coming  an  5{on  on 

era  of  closer  interreUtion  and  interdependence  library  WORK  WITH  CH1LDREN.+ 
between  city  and  country.    And  this  not  in  trade 

alone.     Any  pulsation  observable  at  the  heart  ^**'  ^^^^  ^'  Plummer,  who  presided,  as 

of  a  great  city,   finds  quick  response  in  the  vice-president,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at 

remotest  regions  round  about.    The  heaving  ^^''^^'    ^^*  ^^^^  * 

restlessness  of  "the  other  half"  in  our  large  ^"  ^^^  ^'"^  ^°""  assigned  for  the  treatment 

cities,   the  murmurs  from  the  slums,  the  fre-  ^'  ^^'^*  ^°  ^''  ^*^^  ^"^j^^^  ^'  ^^«  '^^''^  ^*>** 

qucnt    outbreaks  of  organized  labor   against  Hbraries  may  do  for  children,  we  cannot  digress 

organized    capiul,  all    this    and   much  more  ^°^°    ^^^    '"^"y   channels    for  extending    the 

would  be  appalling  but    for  that  stream  of  ^^"^  °"^^^^  ^^^  ^*"«  ^^  ^^^  ^»^^*^3r.     The 

fresh,  vigorous,  reassuring  life  which  contin-  ^^''^  °^  libraries  with  schools  and  the  subject 

ually    surges    in    from   the    country    to    the  °'  ^°°'''  libraries  have  been  more  or  less  dis- 

city.    The  thoughtful  and  the  fearful  in  our  ^'^'"'^  ^°'  ^°™^  ^^"'^  P*«^  ^"  ^"^  professional 

great  cities  are  more  than  ever  before  looking  Periodicals,  and  the  committee  therefore  de- 

to  the  prairies  and  the  hills  whence  comes  their  *  Specimen  pages  of  the  proposed  Handbook  of  Ameri- 

strength.     This  library  movement  for  the  im-  ^°  libraries,  covering  Rhode  Island,  were  later  received 

.            .  ,1          ,                        .          .,  and  distributed  amone  those  present  at  the  meetinir. 

provement  and  ennobling  of  country  and  small  »           k               "^  ui^nug. 

^ j.^  12*     •       1       1                               r         •  t  A  meeting  of  the  College  and  Reference  Section  was 

community  life  is  clearly  a  movement  for  the  u.i^  -•     1*          1     •            *  .i.         ,.      »^'^"""  «« 

J                            J                 .A.^Mw  »vr.    i.u«.  jj^ij  Simultaneously  m  one  of  the  smaller  rooms  of  the 

city's  betterment  as  well ;  and,  in  the  ratio  of  college. 
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cided  to  confine  its  program  to  the  work  that 
may  be  done  within  the  library.  Believing, 
also,  that  an  ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a 
pound  of  theory,  it  has  put  the  ten-minute  pa- 
pers into  the  hands  of  librarians  who  are 
actively  and  directly  interested  in  the  work 
with  children,  who  can  tell  us  what  they  have 
observed  and  learned,  and  what  they  have 
found  it  wise  and  expedient  to  do.  With 
them,  the  movement  (if  so  it  may  be  called) 
has  passed  the  first  stage  —  all  enthusiasm 
and  effervescence  ;  they  have  begun  to  cope 
with  the  lions  in  the  path  and  to  find  them 
substantial  ones,  but  they  have  not  lost  their 
enthusiasm  ;  it  is  simply  working  subterrane- 
ously.  They  have  begun  to  look  for  them- 
selves into  the  quality  of  their  books  and 
magazines,  to  consider  their  methods  and 
ask  if  the  accepted  ones  are  really  best  for 
children,  to  ask  the  help  of  agencies  other  than 
books  to  unlock  the  world  of  books,  and  to  re- 
gard children  not  as  miniature  adults,  but  as  a 
race  by  themselves,  to  be  studied  carefully  if 
one  would  be  of  real  service  to  ihem. 
Papers  on 

METHODS  OF   INDUCING   CARE  OF  BOOKS 

were  read  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Dousman  {see  p. 
60)  and  W.  E.  Foster  {see  p.  63). 

VV.  H.  Brett.  —  The  work  for  children  in  our 
libraries,  like  many  other  of  our  best  things, 
is  woman's  work.  To  them  it  owes  its  incep- 
tion, its  progress  and  present  measure  of  suc- 
cess, and  its  future  is  in  their  hands.  Neverthe- 
less, we  who  are  not  actively  engaged  with  the 
children  may  do  much  to  secuie  this  branch  of 
our  work  appreciation. support, and  opportunity. 
While  I  cannot  hope  to  add  much  of  value  to 
Miss  Dousman's  eminently  practical  and  interest- 
ing paper,  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  em- 
phasize one  of  its  teachings,  namely,  that  the 
efforts  we  make  to  secure  the  proper  care  of  the 
books  in  our  children's  rooms  have  a  double  pur- 
pose: first,  of  course,  as  throughout  the  library, 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  books;  but,  second, 
and  of  great  importance  also,  to  instruct  the  chil- 
dren in  the  proper  way  of  using  and  caring  for 
them.  Miss  Dousman  has  suggested  that  it  is  us- 
ually the  older  people  who  commit  the  atrocities, 
that  the  injury  of  books  by  children  is  largely  due 
to  ignorance  and  lack  of  training  rather  than  to 
intention,  and  I  believe  that  the  observation  of 
others  will  bear  jthis  out.    If  this  i^  true  is  it  not 


worth  while  to  patiently  instruct  the  children 
who  come  into  our  libraries  in  the  proper  way 
of  handling  books,  and  while  endeavoring  to 
keep  the  loss  and  injury  as  small  as  possible, 
accept  a  certain  amount  of  it  as  an  inevitable 
part  of  the  cost  of  educating  the  children  ? 

A  children's  library  established  in  the  poorer 
part  of  any  of  our  large  cities  will  certainly  suf- 
fer from  the  soiling  and  injury  of  its  books, 
but  if  it  can  train  the  children  gradually  to  keep 
books  clean,  to  use  them  properly,  and  to  take 
pride  In  doing  so,  the  cost  of  the  books  injured 
is  compensated  for  and  the  second  year  of  the 
library  is  likely  to  be  better  than  the  first. 

I  know  one  little  library  opened  only  a  few 
months  ago  in  one  of  the  poorest  neighbor- 
hoods of  a  large  city.  Of  course  the  children 
came  at  first  with  dirty  hands  and  faces,  but 
they  soon  felt  the  quiet  influence  of  the  tactful 
woman  in  charge  and  clean  hands  and  faces  be- 
came the  rule.  The  library  had  only  been  open 
a  few  weeks  when  one  day  a  woman  came  in 
with  a  shawl  over  her  head,  walked  up  to  the 
librarian's  desk  and  said:  "Say!  I  don't  know 
anything  about  libraries,  but  I  just  want  to  tell 
you  that  this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  the  kids 
on  this  street  with  their  faces  clean."  Such  a 
library  is  doing  a  civilizing  work.  It  seems 
worth  while  to  spend  time  and  money  to  teach 
such  children  to  use  books,  even  if  some  are 
soiled  and  spoiled  in  the  process. 

Of  course  this  second  purpose  of  instruction 
applies  mainly  in  the  children's  room.  In  other 
departments  we  watch  the  books  merely  for 
their  safety,  and  the  mature  vandals  who  are 
capable  of  injuring  them  should  be  prevented, 
or,  if  detected,  have  an  exemplary  punishment 
inflicted.  They  are  beyond  the  age  of  instruc- 
tion. 

Miss  Abby  L.  Sargent  read  a  paper  on 

children's  books  and  periodicals. 

{See  p.  64.) 

H.  M.  Elmendorf.  —  To  say  that  this  sub- 
ject is  near  my  heart  is  expressing  it  mildly.  I 
think  I  have  spent  more  time  on  the  children's 
department  and  the  selection  of  children's 
books  for  the  schools  than  on  any  other  de- 
partment of  our  library,  even  with  its  great 
needs  of  organization  to  make  it  free  to  the 
public. 

Miss  Sargent  has  treated  particularly  of  works 
of  fiction,  but  her  general  remarks  apply  to 
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all  classes  of  literature.     Especially  in  the  field  books  and  enjoy  them.    The  good  books  of 

of  history  I  feel  that    good   children's  books  poetry  in  our  school  libraries  have  been  read 

have   not  been  written.      I  don't  believe    in  more  than  any  other  class.     Let  the  science  be 

teaching  history  in  words  of  one  syllable.     I  true   science;  let  the  imagination   work  if  it 

don't  believe  in  writing  down  all  great  books,  will;  let  the   nature  study  be  in  simple  words 

but  I  do  believe  that  history  can  be  taught  with  for  young  children;  but  let  it  be  still  as  good, 

the  same  advantage,  and  at  as  early  an  age,  as  true,  and  pure  science  as  if  written  for  adults, 

fairy  tales  and  myths.      Talent  seems  to  have  Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  I  have  been  asked  to 

been  expended  upoiu  the  imaginative  side  in  give  you,  as  my  part  in  this  discussion,  some  of 

our  writing  for  children,  when,  it  appears  to  the  children's  comments  on  books  which  Miss 

me,  it  might  just  as  well  have  been  expended  Moore  and   I   have  collected   for  publication, 

upon  teaching  and  imparting  a  general  knowl-  You  may  remember  that  at  a  conference  several 

edge  of  history.     That  good  histories  have  not  years  ago,  Mr.  Bowker,  of  the  Library  Journal, 

been  written  is  shown  when  we  turn  from  the  suggested  that  a  list  of  books  for  children,  an- 

history  of  our  own  country  to  general  history,  notated  by  the  children  themselves,  would  be  a 

and  to  the  history  of  England.      I  don't  think  valuable  contribution  to  bibliography.     I  had 

any  book  has  ever  been  awaited  with  so  much  then  a  collection  of  comments,  and  Miss  Moore 

interest,  and  will  be  so  gladly  welcomed,  as  sent    to    the    Library  Journal  a    request   for 

Larned's  History  of  England,  which  is  to  ap-  others,  with  a  formula  for  recording  them.  We 

pear  in  the  fall.     I  would  like  to  say  that  this  have  received  a  few,  but  not  as  many  as  we 

field  of  writing  history  for  children,  and  writ-  should  like  to  have. 

ing  good  books  on  science  and  useful  arts,  ofifers  It  is  hard  to  get  a  child's  real  opinion  of  a 
one  of  the  most  profitable  fields  for  writing,  book.  I  have  read  hundreds  of  papers  which 
If  we  could  impress  upon  people  that  immedi-  are  absolutely  worthless.  The  sentiments.  '*  I 
ately  a  book  suited  to  our  wants  for  children's  like  little  Eva  because  she  is  kind,"  and  '*  I 
rooms  and  school  work  is  issued,  at  least  10,000  like  Deerfoot  because  he  is  brave,"  become 
copies  will  be  taken  up  by  the  public  libraries  monotonous  after  one  has  heard  them  more 
of  the  country,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  could  than  a  dozen  times.  Children  often  think  that 
tempt  our  best  writers  to  enter  this  field.  We  they  are  expected  to  say  something,  and  say  it. 
don't  want  poor  English,  especially  in  connec-  Last  year  I  printed  in  our  library  bulletin  a  re- 
tion  with  history  and  science.  What  we  need  markably  good  letter  from  a  little  girl.  She 
is  to  teach  children  the  love  of  books  and  the  said,  among  other  things,  "Alice  [in  Wonder- 
love  of  literature,  and  to  enlarge  their  general  land]  had  queer  dreams,  and  I  like  her  dreams 
view,  rather  than  to  impart  definite  informa-  even  if  they  were  not  true."  In  this  year's  let- 
tion;  that  comes  from  the  text-book,  which  is  ters,  at  least  ten  children  have  consciously  or  un- 
an  entirely  different  thing.  consciously  copied  that  sentence  without  mean- 

Another  thing  I  want  to  say  is.  do  include  in  ing  to  plagiarize, 
all  your  children's  collections,  and  in  all  collec-  Miss  Moore  asks  for  comments  on  cards  of 
tions  in  connection  with  work  in  the  schools,  a  uniform  size,  with  title,  author,  comment,  and 
large  proportion  of  the  right  kind  of  poetry.  I  statement  of  age,  sex,  and  nationality  of  the 
think  nothing  pays  so  well;  nothing  imparts  that  child,  and  remarks  by  the  librarian.  Reports 
love  of  books  and  of  good  literature  so  fully  as  are  of  no  value  unless  some  record  is  made  of 
giving  children  the  right  kind  of  poetry;  and  the  child  who  writes  them.  The  point  of  view 
don't  think  you  have  done  this  when  there  is  of  a  tenement-house  boy  or  girl  is  very  differ- 
simply  something  in  the  title  of  the  book  that  ent  from  that  of  the  child  of  a  college  pro- 
would  indicate  that  it  is  for  children.    When  fessor. 

the  emotions  of  the  parent  are  expressed  in  Some  of  the  comments  which  we  have  col- 
poetry,  it  is  poetry  about  children,  but  not  for  lected  and  filed  are: 
children.    Give  them  the  poetry  of  action,  nine-  '*  Adventures  of  a  brownie,"  by  Mulock. 
tenths  of  which  can  be  pictured  or  acted,  and  Comment:  '*  I  like  it  because  it  is  so  full  of 
you  will  do  more  to  inculcate  the  love  of  good  fun."    Age,  9;  sex,  girl;  nationality,  Amer- 
books  than  by  any  other  way.     You   will   be  ican. 
surprised  to  see  how  the  children  will  take  such  "  Alhambra,"  by  Irving. 
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Comment:  "  I  read  most  of  the  Alhambra, 
but   I  didn't  like  it,  because  Washington 
Irving  used  so  many  big  words."  Age,  13; 
sex,  girl;  nationality,  American. 
•*  Aztec  treasure-house,*' by  Janvier. 

Comment:  **  Even  the  dry  parts  of  this  book 
are  interesting."  Age,  11;  sex,  boy;  nation- 
ality, Scotch-American.  Keffiarks:  This 
boy  had  just  finished  the  Franconia  stories 
and  the  Rainbow  and  Lucky  stories. 
••  Bodleys  in  Holland,"  by  Scudder. 

Comment:   "Yes,    I    like   to   travel,   but   I 
don't  like  to  go  round  with  that  kind  of  a 
crowd."     Age,    13;  sex,  boy;   nationality, 
American. 
•*  Bow  of  orange  ribbon,"  by  Barr. 

Comment:    "I  like  romances  because  they 
give   sort  of  an  introduction   to  a  young 
girl's  life."   Age,  12;  sex,  girl;  nationality, 
American. 
••  Boys'  book  of  inventions,"  by  Baker. 

Comment:  **I  never  read  a  better  or  more 
interesting  book.  I  read  most  of  the  stories 
two  or  three  times.  I  think  the  liquid  air 
and  gasoline  carriag.  s  will  be  most  used." 
Age,  13;  sex,  boy;  nationality,  Jewish. 
••Ellen  Linn,"  by  Abbott. 

Comment:    "  Because    Annie    Linn   didn't 
freeze  and  had  a  roast  apple  in  a  clean  tea- 
cup."    Age, '9;  sex,  girl;  nationality,  Ger- 
man Jew, 
••  Elsie  books,"  by  Finlcy. 

Comment:  "I  thinlc  Elsie  was  made  too 
good  and  some  of  h^-r  relatives  too  bad." 
Age,  13:  sex,  girl;  nationality,  German- 
America*'. 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Fairchild. —  I  should  like  to  make 
one  point  as  briefly  and  clearly  as  possible. 
Perhaps  I  can  best  make  it  by  relating  two 
homely  incidents  within  my  obseivation.  We 
have  a  little  neighbor,  a  boy  of  about  12  years, 
whose  father  is  a  bookkeeper,  of  average  edu- 
cation, but  very  fond  of  reading.  He  is  dis- 
tressed because  the  b  )y  hates  to  go  to  school 
and  cannot  bear  to  read,  and  he  tries  to  coax 
him  by  giving  him  books.  As  a  student  of 
library  work  for  children,  I  studied  the  boy  and 
brought  him  home  books  that  are  usually  allur- 
ing to  children,  but  they  were  of  no  avail. 
Clearly,  I  must  watch  him  a  little  more  closely. 
I  found  that  he  was  of  a  mechanical  turn  of 
mind,  and  that  his  play  consisted  in  making 
things,  mostly  toys,  boats  that  would  float,  and 


wagons  to  which  ht  harnessed  his  dog  and 
rode  to  the  grocery  store  for  his  mother's  er- 
rands. He  spent  his  pocket-money — there  was 
not  much  of  it  —  in  material  to  make  these 
toys.  It  is  a  very  good  test  of  what  a  boy  is 
interested  in  to  see  what  he  spends  his  pocket- 
money  for.  He  had  a  Christmas  present  last 
year  which  began  to  show  him  the  possibilities 
of  electricity  in  the  line  of  toy-making.  Here 
was  my  chance.  I  brought  him  a  book  on  elec- 
tricity, from  a  list  compiled  by  an  expert, 
recommended  by  a  librarian,  and  also  read  by 
a  boy  friend  of  mine,  who  is  interested  in  elec- 
tricity. This  time,  instead  of  calling  on  the 
boy  and  offering  him  the  book,  I  left  it  on  our 
study-table.  Presently  he  dropped  in,  picked 
up  the  book  and  began  to  read  it,  and  asked  if 
he  could  not  take  it  home.  We  said  we  might 
want  to  use  it,  and  he  went  out  to  play,  but  in 
about  an  hour  he  came  back  and  began  to  read 
it  again.  He  could  not  keep  away  from  that 
book  any  more  than  a  moth  can  keep  away 
from  a  candle.  Of  course,  then  we  allowed 
him  to  take  it  home  ;  he  read  it  and  made 
things  out  of  it,  and  asked  his  father  to  buy 
him  a  book  which  he  had  noticed  on  the  ad- 
vertising pages.  For  the  first  time  in  his  life 
he  had  found  out  that  there  was  something 
inside  the  covers  of  a  book  that  related  to  his 
life  and  interests.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  in- 
cident gives  at  least  a  strong  hint  of  the  rea- 
son why  our  public  libraries  are  not  more  uni- 
versally used.  In  1895  I  took  the  statistics  of  a 
score  of  the  public  libraries  of  the  country  offer- 
ing the  best  facilities,  comparing  the  number  of 
inhabitants  with  those  using  the  library,  and  in 
almost  every  city  there  were  only  20  per  cent, 
of  the  people  using  the  library.  Mr.  Dana 
has  been  telling  us  that  our  public  libraries 
arc  used  only  by  the  professional  classes,  by 
women  and  children.  There  is  at  least  enough 
of  truth  in  it  to  make  us  all  feel  uncomfortable. 
Incident  No.  2  —  I  am  in  the  habit  of  taking 
home  to  my  maid-of-all-work  in  the  kitchen  a 
novel  and  a  book  on  domestic  economy.  (She 
always  reads  the  book  on  domestic  econ- 
omy first.)  I  took  home  Larncd's  **  The  host- 
ess of  to  day,"  and,  having  occasion  to  use 
it  myself,  went  into  the  kitchen  and  found  it  had 
been  loaned  to  a  neighbor.  She  had  come  into 
the  house  to  borrow  something,  and  thought  the 
book  looked  as  if  it  had  some  suggestions 
helpful  in  planning  a  party  she  was  giving  foi 
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her  boy.  When  she  returned  it  she  was  very 
much  surprised  to  find  Lemcke*s  ''Preserving 
and  pickling.*'  It  was  a  new  thought  to  her 
that  there  were  books  written  about  such  sub- 
jects, aside  from  the  ordinary  recipes  for  cook- 
ing. She  said  she  was  going  to  tell  her 
husband  that  there  might  be  books  in  the 
library  which  had  to  do  with  bis  business,  that 
of  a  shoe  manufacturer. 

The  one  point  I  want  to  make  is,  that  we 
ought  first  to  find  out  in  a  broad  way,  and  in 
an  individual  way,  what  the  genuine,  natural, 
spontaneous  interests  of  the  people  are,  and 
then  try  to  find  books  that  meet  all  those  inter- 
ests that  are  legitimate  and  right,  preserving 
just  as  high  a  standard  as  has  been  set  for  us 
in  Miss  Sargent's  admirable  paper.  Do  we  not 
usually  go  about  it  somewhat  in  this  way  : 
here  are  a  lot  of  books  which  we  think  people 
ought  to  read  ;  we  buy  them,  and  put  them  on 
our  shelves,  and  spend  our  energy  in  persuad- 
ing people  to  read  that  for  which  they  have  no 
particular  desire,  which  somehow  does  not 
touch  their  lives  and  interests.  With  this  plan 
we  could  use  a  very  much  higher  class  of  lit- 
erature than  at  present. 

It  is  a  common  plan  to  buy  books  relating 
to  the  special  industry  of  the  town.  Some 
librarians  speak  enthusiastically  of  the  plan. 
Others  say  it  is  a  beautiful  theory,  but  the 
books  are  read  by  only  a  few  people.  I  think 
it  is  quite  justifiable  to  buy  the  books  for  the 
sake  of  the  few  ambitious  workmen  who  will 
read  them,  but  what  is  the  explanation  of  the 
fact  that  they  are  read  by  so  few  ?  It  docs  rot 
follow  that  a  man  is  intensely  interested  in  the 
occupation  by  which  he  earns  his  brrad.  Find 
out  what  that  particular  man  is  actually  inter- 
ested in.  It  may  be  baseball,  or  swimming,  or 
photography.  Give  him  a  good  book  on  that 
subject,  whatever  it  is,  and  he  will  read  it. 

How  is  this  going  to  come  about  in  a  large 
way?  It  seems  to  me  we  are  right  in  line 
for  it  through  the  idea  of  branch  libraries, 
which  is  rapidly  being  put  into  practice.  If 
within  a  mile  of  the  home  of  every  citizen 
there  is  a  branch  library,  with  a  good  chil- 
dren's librarian  and  an  all* round,  live,  sympa- 
thetic and  intelligent  person  at  the  head,  the 
work  is  possible.  Library  work  for  children  is 
not  a  mere  sentimental  idea  ;  it  is  an  essential 
part  of  our  library  work.  It  is  important  not 
only  that  we  should  have  the  right  sort  of  chil- 


dren's librarians,  but  that  the  chief  librarian 
should  have  a  sympathetic  understanding  of 
what  the  children's  librarians  are  trying  to  do. 
Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore  spoke  on 

PICTURE  WORK  IN  CHILDREN'S   LIBRARIES, 

illustrating  her  remarks  by  a  number  of  pic- 
ture bulletins,  some  of  which  had  been  ar- 
ranged with  a  view  to  bringing  out  the  unde- 
sirable as  well  as  the  desirable  in  picture  work. 
She  said:* 

I  am  so  often  asked  the  question,  "  Why  do 
we  have  pictures  in  children's  libraries?"  that 
I  am  going  to  give  my  reasons,  which  I  think 
will  be  in  accord  with  those  of  other  children's 
librarians.  First  of  all,  we  have  pictures  be- 
cause we  cannot  get  along  without  them;  good 
pictures  are  absolutely  essential  if  we  are  to 
have  beautiful  children's  rooms.  Secondly, 
pictures  are  of  great  value  in  their  relation  to 
the  books,  since  by  the  discriminating  use  of 
them  we  are  enabled  to  open  more  fully  the 
resources  of  the  children's  books,  not  only  to 
the  children  but  to  ourselves,  the  children's 
librarians,  than  we  should  ever  be  able  to  do  by 
merely  reading  the  books  through.  Thirdly, 
by  the  careful  selection  and  thoughtful  arrange- 
ment of  pictures,  it  is  possible  to  present  to 
parents,  teachers,  and  all  interested  visitors, 
and  even  to  visitors  who  are  not  specially  inter- 
ested, the  principles  on  which  our  work  is 
based,  the  ideals  for  which  we  are  striving,  as 
we  could  not  do  by  pages  of  print  or  hours  of 
explanation  without  illustration. 

The  idea  of  the  arrangement  of  one  of  our 
bulletins  is  based  on  the  experience  we  have 
had  in  our  children's  room  in  trying  to  teach 
the  children  the  use  of  the  catalog  and  the 
printed  list  before  transferring  their  cards  to 
the  main  library.  That  the  card  catalog  and 
the  printed  list  give  the  same  general  in- 
formation—  the  names  of  books  and  of  the 
people  who  have  written  them,  and  the  kind  of  a 
book  —  needs  more  frequent  and  more  effective 
dcTionstration  than  we  have  yet  been  able  to 
give.  It  will  readily  be  seen  that  this  idea  may 
be  modified  very  easily  and  the  books  listed 
may  be  on  one  subject  with  pictures  illustratirsr 
the  same,  instead  of  a  variety  of  subjects.    The 

*  Miss  Moore  had  so  recently  presented  a  paper  on  this 
subject  {see  Lib* ary  Journal^  April,  1900,  p.  159)  that  in 
this  discussion  her  remarks  were  limited  to  such  practical 
aspects  of  the  subject  as  could  be  illustrated  by  the  pic- 
tures at  her  command. 
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bulletin  has  not  yet  been  tested  in  the  school-  blue  prints,  nor  indeed  all  of  them  put  together, 

room  but  it  has  received  very  favorable  criti-  could  ever  fill  the  place  of  a  miscellaneous  col- 

cisms  from  the  teachers  and  principals  of  two  lection  of  clippings  gathered  from  old  papers 

public  schools.     We  shall  begin  to  use  these  and  magazines.     There  is  a  variety  and  sug- 

school  bulletins  in  the  fall,  gestivencss  to  the  worker,  in  many  of  the  old 

A  list  of  books  for  third  grade  pupils  will,  I  prints  and  woodcuts,  which  are  reproduced  in 
think,  be  of  interest  in  this  connection.  The  so  many  different  ways;  and  there  is  always 
list  of  twelve  books  appears  in  two  forms,  on  the  joy  of  coming  upon  the  unexpected  in 
the  i  size  catalog  card  with  subject  headings  in  strange  places.  Another,  and  a  very  important, 
red  ink,  and  on  a  typewritten  sheet  arranged  source  of  supply  is  to  be  found  in  the  books 
like  a  finding  list.  The  typewritten  page  is  which  have  been  discarded  as  no  longer  useful 
mounted  in  the  center  of  a  sheet  of  dark  green  for  circulation,  but  from  which  very  good  pic- 
paper  (22x28  in.)  with  a  picture  of  the  chil-  tures  may  often  be  taken.  Such  pictures  may 
dren's  room  above  and  another  below  the  list;  be  used  for  picture  exhibitions  or  bulletins,  for 
the  cards  are  arranged  on  either  side;  at  the  scrap-books  or  for  school  note-books  and  il- 
top  of  the  bulletin  sheet  is  the  heading,  "  Good  lustrated  compositions,  and  sometimes  even  for 
books  for  boys  and  girls  at  the  Pratt  Institute  permanent  pictures  to  hang  in  the  room.  The 
Library.*'  This  bulletin  will  be  used  to  illus-  picture  having  the  heading  "Games  to  play  on 
trate  a  general  talk  to  the  children  of  the  grade  the  green'*  was  taken  from  a  discarded  copy  of 
for  which  it  is  intended,  given  by  the  children's  Kate  Greenaway's  *'  Book  of  games." 
librarian  at  the  school;  the  bulletin  will  then  be  A  word  of  explanation  concerning  picture  exhi- 
lef t  in  the  school-room  for  a  month  and  the  bitions  and  picture  bulletins  will  make  the  use  of 
teacher  will  be  asked  to  report  on  the  children's  these  terms  a  little  clearer,  perhaps.  A  picture 
use  of  it.  Similar  bulletins  will  be  made  for  bulletin  usually  presents  subjects  of  timely, 
other  grades.  rather  than  of  permanent  interest.     It  may,  and 

Dr.  Stanley  Hall,  in  a  series  of  articles  on  often  does,  present  a  miscellaneous  collection  of 

"The  ministry  of  pictures,"  in  the  Perry  Mag^  subjects,  which  may  or  may  not  be  related  to 

atine,  says:     *'  It  would  be  a  curious  question  one  another;  it  may  present  some  one  subject, 

for  an  imaginative  mind  to  work  out  how  far  an  and  only  one  at  a  time.     The  latter  method  is 

education  based  upon  a  wise  selection  and  a  preferable,  I  think. 

proper  gradation  of  pictures  might  to-day  be  The  sheet  of  the  Paris  Exposition,  with  a 
carried  without  the  ability  to  read."  That  the  companion  bulletin,  *'  Places  of  interest  in 
desire  to  read,  if  not  the  ability  to  do  so,  may  Paris,"  serve  to  illustrate  the  picture  bulletin, 
be  generated  and  ministered  to  by  carefully  ar-  and  were  shown  in  our  children's  room  the  last 
ranged  picture  bulletins,  has  been  tried  and  week  in  Mav.  The  little  monthly  bulletin, 
proved  in  the  experience  of  many  children's  li-  bearing  the  heading  **Out  of  doors  in  June," 
brarians.  Pictures,  then,  furnish  us  with  a  has  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  many  of 
very  potent  means  of  beautifying,  vitalizing,  our  grown-up  visitors,  as  well  as  to  the  chil- 
and  expressing  library  work  for  children.  It  is  dren.  It  was  started  in  March,  and  it  has  been 
now  perfectly  possible  for  even  the  smallest  li-  very  gratifying  to  see  how  many  children  have 
braries  to  own  good  collections  of  pictures.  We  copied  the  selections  of  poetry.  This  is  only 
are  living  in  a  picture  age.  There  is  hardly  a  part  of  the  bulletin,  which  is  usually  placed  on 
subject  we  can  mention  which  has  not  been  a  table  near  the  desk.  The  children  bring 
pictorially  treated.  Often,  it  must  be  to  our  re-  cocoons,  branches  of  trees,  flowers,  when  they 
gret  that  such  is  the  case,  as  I  shall  endeavor  can  get  them,  and  we  try  to  have  the  charac- 
to  show  a  little  later  by  a  practical  illustration,  teristic  flowers  of  the  month  near  by,  and  books 
A  list  of  the  principal  sources  of  supply,  with  of  poetry  are  opened  and  placed  on  the  table. 
some  valuable  information  concerning  mount-  The  picture  exhibition  should  present  tub- 
ing materials  and  the  care  of  pictures,  is  to  be  jects  of  permanent,  rather  than  of  transient, 
found  io  an  admirable  little  pamphlet  published  interest.  Several  subjects  may  be  presented 
by  the  Wisconsin  Commission.  I  do  not  my-  at  a  time,  or  one  subject  only  maybe  presented, 
self  feel  that  any  one  of  the  reproductive  proc-  the  various  parts  of  which  shall  be  so  carefully 
esses,  such  as  the  Perry  prints,  the  Syracuse  developed,  and  the  pictures  so  skilfully  grouped. 
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either  by  families,  as  in  the  case  of  birds  and  the  size,  appearance,  or  character  of  objects, 
animals;  by  characteristics,  as  in  the  case  of  are  here  illustrated  by  a i^ed  squirrel  and  puma, 
heroic  characters  ;  by  periods  of  time,  as  in  the  the  squirrel  being  represented  as  about  the 
case  of  historical  subjects,  that  the  parts  of  same  size  as  the  puma.  Both  pictures  were 
the  subject  most  closely  related  shall  be  taken  from  "  Birds  and  all  nature." 
brought  together,  or  so  contrasted  as  to  sug-  In  Maud  Humphrey's  "Jack  and  the  bean 
gest  points  of  likeness  or  of  difference.  This  stalk"  there  is  a  lack  of  imagination, of  artistic 
specimen  exhibition  sheet,  the  work  of  one  of  perception,  and  of  proper  conception  of  the 
the  students  in  our  children's  course,  may  subject.  There  is  none  of  the  "  flying  fairies* 
serve  to  illustrate  the  idea.  The  subject  of  look  "  in  the  very  commonplace  fairy  that  ap- 
this  exhibition  is  "The  trades,"  according  to  pears  to  Jack,  and  we  may  be  quite  sure  she 
the  kindergarten  acceptation  of  term,  the  idea  has  never  known  any  other  home  than  a  doll- 
being  to  trace  food,  clothing,  and  shelter  house.  Jack  also  looks  much  more  like  the 
through  the  various  steps  from  nature  to  their  boy  doll  than  the  hero  of  thrilling  adventure, 
use  by  man  ;  the  specimen  sheet  represents  the  The  size  of  the  fairy  in  relation  to  Jack  is  an- 
sheep  in  the  pasture,  spinning,  weaving,  knit-  other  very  interesting  point  of  comparison, 
ting,  and  so  on.  Other  sheets  of  this  exhibi-  This  picture  is  taken  from  Maud  Humphrey's 
tion  represent  mining,  farming,  the  building  "  Book  of  fairytales." 
of  a  house,  etc.  Then  there  is  the   artificial  child  ;    a  child 

Both  the  picture  exhibition  and  the  picture  who  is  brought  up  on  Maud  Humphrey  passes 
bulletin  should  be  accompanied  by  descriptive  easily  to  such  smart  and  self-conscious  chil- 
text  and  a  reading  list  (provided  there  is  mate-  dren  of  12  as  Gertrude,  of  the  "Colbum 
rial  for  a  good  one),  if  the  object  of  bringing  prize,"  a  story  which  appeared  in  St.  Nicholas  a 
the  children  into  close  relationship  with  the  few  months  ago,  and  was  profusely  illustrated, 
book  is  to  be  completely  secured.  Such  lists  The  materialistic,  rather  that  the  fine  and 
have  been  prepared  to  accompany  exhibitions  dignified  conception  of  a  beautiful  subject,  is 
of  animals,  heroes  and  heroines,  spring,  etc.,  exemplified  by  Frank  D.  Millet's  picture  of 
and  considerable  time  was  spent  in  looking  up  Ceres,  which  is  to  be  found  among  the  Perry 
material  for  a  good  reading  list  on  Paris  for  prints,  and  hardly  needs  a  comment  on  its  in- 
children,  but  the  results  of  the  search  have  not  inappropriateness.  Another  materialistic  con- 
yet  justified  the  preparation  of  the  list.  Of  ception  is  the  "  Thanksgiving  offering,"  which 
the  value  and  the  uses  of  pictures  in  connection  is  rendered  the  more  significant  from  its  hav- 
with  school  work.  In  geography,  history,  ing  been  clipped  from  a  kindergarten  maga- 
science,  language,  literature,  etc.,  and  of  their  zine.  It  is  intended  to  depict  the  in-gathering 
use  in  Sunday-school  work,  there  is  hardly  of  the  fruits,  but  the  old  straw  hat,  the  can  of 
time  to  speak.  I  have  brought  a  few  speci-  tomatoes,  the  cut  watermelon,  the  shelled  pea- 
mens  of  the  illustrated  composition  and  note-  nuts,  etc.,  impress  one  much  more  strongly 
book,  showing  the  kind  of  work  which  is  than  the  idea  which  is  to  be  presented.  There 
being  done  in  one  of  the  public  schools  of  are  pictures  which  are  merely  decorative,  such 
Brooklyn.  We  have  gradually  accumulated,  as  the  spray  of  flowers  at  the  bottom  of  the 
in  connection  with  our  picture  work,  a  miscel-  sheet,  which  is  neither  artistically  beautiful  nor 
laneous  and  heterogeneous  collection,  gathered  a  very  good  representation  of  the  subject ;  the 
from  old  and  new  books,  papers  and  maga-  flowering  almond,  and  the  two  butterflies,  which 
zines,  etc.,  called  the  "  Warning  collection,"  were  cut  from  a  full  page  set  of  butterflies.  It 
from  which  specimens  have  been  selected  and  would  be  far  better  to  leave  the  sheet  intact 
mounted,  to  be  used  to  illustrate  practical  than  to  present  them  in  this  way.  Work  of 
talks  to  the  students  in  the  library  school  be-  this  kind  reminds  one  of  the  old  decalcomania 
fore  they  are  given  practice  in  picture  work  for  craze,  and  leads  to  nothing  permanent.  Here 
children.  The  pictures  on  these  sheets  lllus-  is  a  "pretty-pretty"  picture,  from  the  5/.  A^iV^^Arx 
trate  some  of  the  things  which  are  to  be  il/a^i/stn^  cover  for  June,  a  thin  girl,  with  a bon- 
avoided  in  the  selection  and  in  the  use  of  net  on  her  back,  fingering  June  roses,  with  no 
pictures.  suggestion  whatever  of  the  month    of   June. 

Pictures  which  give  a  wrong  impression  of  And  here  are  some  sheep,  which  look  as  much 
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like  cows  as  sheep.     In  making  a  selection  from  ture  work.     I  don't  believe  it  is  quite  right  for 

the  various  reproductive  processes,  it  is  better  the  children's  librarian  to  spend  the  time  of  the 

to  select  things  which  in  the  original  have  not  library  in  getting  up  bulletins  which  take  a 

much  color.  great  deal  of  time,  and  which,  after  they  are 

The  Syracuse  blue  prints  vary  a  good  deal  finished,  are  not,  perhaps,  worth  very  much 

and  should  never  be  ordered  by  mail  if  it  can  be  artistically,  and  which  do  not  bring  the  children 

avoided.    Some  of  the  Perry  prints  are  poor  into  closer  relationship  with  books.  That  is  the 

also;  atmospheric  effects  are  not  usually  well  chief  thing.     Does  the  use  of  pictures  help  to 

reproduced  by  this  process.  establish  friendship  with  books,  and  does  it 

Many  of  our  best  children's  books  have  been  bring  the  children  into  different  and  closer  rela- 

written  to  pictures,  and  Jacob   Abbott,  Lewis  tions  with  the    library?    That  is  the  test  by 

Carroll,  and  Mrs.  Ewing  have  written  to  pic*  which  our  work  must'  be  tried.     I  believe  that 

tures.     Many  of  our  poorest  children's  books  it  does. 

seem  also  to  have  been  written  to  pictures  A  paper  on  the  same  subject  was  read  by 

which  offend  us  less,  perhaps,  than  some  of  the  Miss  Clara  W.  Hunt  (see  p.  66)  and  one  by 

modern    illustrations    of   old   favorites.      Not  Miss  Ewa  L.  Moore  was,  in  the  writer's  ab- 

only  are  the  pictures  weak,  artistically,  but  the  sence,  read  by  title  and  accepted  for  printing 

ilustrator  frequently  has  not  selected  the  pic-  {see  p.  67). 

turesque  incident  of  the  story  for  his  purpose.  W.  R.  Watson  read  a  paper  by  Miss  Frances 

I   wonder  what  Jacob  Abbot  would  say  if  he  Jenkins  Olcott  on 
were  to  see  this  silly  little  RoUo,  with  his  rose- 
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bud  mouth,  Tam  O'Shanter  cap,  and  sailor 
suit;  I  am  sure  he  never  would  have  encour- 
aged him  to  travel.  The  picture  was  taken  (•5>V^  ?•  69.) 
from  the  Crowell  edition  of  the  RoUo  books,  il-  Miss  Edith  Tobitt.  —  In  the  paper  that  has 
lustrated  by  Charles  Copeland.  There  are  a  just  been  read  so  much  has  been  said  on  the 
great  many  book  illustrations  which  are  merely  value  of  story-telling  and  lecturing  as  a  means 
accumulations  of  people  and  things  that  have  by  which  to  interest  the  children  in  the  library 
00  apparent  relation  to  one  another,  and  they  that  there  is  not  much  more  to  be  said  on  this 
are  here  shown  by  illustrations  which  have  subject  except  from  the  standpoint  of  the  libra- 
been  taken  from  Seawell's  "Quarterdeck  and  rian  who  does  not  have  the;;mean8  whereby  to 
fok'sle,"  and  one  of  Tomlinson's  books.  do  these  things.  You  have  all  read  the  account 

It  is  not  strange,  I  think,  when  we  consider  in  the  Library  Journal  of  the  work  being  done 
thoughtfully  such  pictures  as  these,  and  there  in  the  Carnegie  Library  in  Pittsburgh.  It 
are  many  equally,  if  not  more,  objectionable,  is  almost  ideal.  But  would  such  a  plan  be 
that  the  modern  "picture  mania,"  as  it  has  practical  in  a  library  having  as  its  in- 
been  called,  has  some  opponents.  *'  Pictures  come  only  the  city  tax,  which  is  very  likely 
may  be  abused,"  says  Dr.  Hall,  "and  there  may  as  low  as  it  can  be  and  yet  keep  the  library 
be  a  kind  of  picture  inebriety,  just  as  some  peo-  in  fairly  good  running  order  ?  Of  course,  al- 
ple  overdo  eating  and  drinking,  and  playing  and  most  every  library  can  have  a  separate  chil- 
even  reading  and  writing.  But,"  he  continues,  dren's  department,  but  generally  with  only  one 
"all  this  only  shows  again  the  crying  need  of  attendant,  and  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  do 
selection  and  of  educating  the  popular  taste,  much  beyond  giving  out  the  books  to  the  indi- 
and  of  beginning  to  do  so  as  early  in  life  as  vidual  readers  and  sometimes  helping  them 
possible."    It  is  to  this  task  of  selection  and  ar-  make  their  selections. 

rangement  in  our  picture  work  that  we,  as  chil-  To  be  sure,  I  agree  with  Miss  Olcott  in  the 

dren's  librarians,  should  turn  our  thoughtful  at-  value  of  giving  lectures  to  children.  Of  course, 

tention,  if  we  would  secure  and  maintain  for  they  must  be  on  subjects  of  great  interest  to 

this  work  the  appreciation  which  rightfully  be-  the  children  and  should  rather  be  an  informal 

longs  to  it.  talk  than  a  lecture.   The  picture  exhibits,  how- 

I  have  been  asked  during  the  past  week  by  ever,  are  of  greater  value  because  the  child  can 

more  than  one  librarian  among  those  interested  come  to  the  exhibit  as  many  times  as  he  pleases 

in  children's  work,  whether  it  pays  to  do  pic-  and  a  greater  impression  is  made  than  by  a  lee- 
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ure  heard  but  once.     Besides,  children  get  the  children's  department  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 

rather  tired  of  being  talked  to;  I  find  they  want  Library  might  well  be  inscribed   how  to  do 

to  be  let  alone  a  good  deal  of  the  time,  with  something  with  nothing.    A  lack  of  space  and 

only  the  occasional  help  of  the  librarian  when  money  develops  ingenuity;  perhaps  some  of 

she  sees  that  her  assistance  is  needed.  our  makeshifts  may  be  suggestive  to  others  in 

The  children's  room  certainly  must  be  entire-  the  same   plight.     Even  the  smallest  library 

y  free  from  the  atmosphere  of  the  school-room,  can  be  made  attractive  to  the  children,  pictures 

In  the  Omaha  Library  we  have  a  separate  coUec-  and  books  are  strong  magnets, 

tion  of  books  for  circulation  in  the  schools,  con-  The  reference  end  of  the  library  was  the 

sisting  of  duplicates  of  many  of  the  best  books  only  part  that  offered  any  room  ;  to  take  this 

in  the  children's  department.  This  collection  is  meant  crowding  out  the  older  people,  but  in  the 

deposited  in  a  room  separate  from  the  chil-  choice  of  evils  we  decided  this  was  the  least, 

dren's  room.    Once  a  month  the  teachers  make  The  corner  was  quiet  for  the  grown-ups  during 

their  selection  from  this  collection  to  be  sent  to  school  hours;  afterwards  they  should  be  willing 

the  school,  thus  leaving  the  children's  room  to  carry  their  books  to  other  tables, 

free  from  the  school  circulation.     This  circula-  When  the  shelves  were  put  in  not  an  inch  of 

tion  of  books  to  the  schools  is  the  only  work  wall  space  remained.    To  obviate  that  we  had 

done  for  the  children  by  the  library  outside  of  a  large   four- paneled  screen  made  of  wood, 

the  library  building  and  what  is  done  in  the  li-  covered  with  green  burlap.    This  can  be  taken 

brary  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  mere  apart  at  the  hinges,  giving  us  any  number  of 

circulation  of  books,  and  yet  one-third  of  our  panels  we  like,  from  one  to  four.     A  show-case 

home  circulation  is  from  the  children's  room,  was  added  for  a  continuous  bird  exhibit,  speci- 

We  have  deposited  in  the  children's  room  dupli-  mens  being  loaned  by  an  interested  bird  col- 

cates  of  some  of  our  books  of  reference,  but  lector. 

only  a  few,  as  we  prefer  to  have  the  children  Our  boy's  club,  "  The  Knights  of  the  Round 

learn  to  go  to  the  reference  room  for  study.  Table,"  had  a  round  table  given  them,  which 

It  is  well  to  have  them  to  do  this  from  the  time  was  contributed  to  the  reading  corner,   and, 

they  begin  coming  to  the  library  so  that  when  with  another  table  and  some  chairs,  the  chil- 

they  have  reached  the  high  school  they  will  dren's  department  was  complete, 

have    learned    to    use   the  card   catalog   and  There  are  a  few  hundred  volumes,  all  good 

"  Poole's  index,"  a  most  necessary  acquirement,  and  interesting  books.    We  keep  the  standard 

Another  reason,  other  than  the  cost,  for  as  high  as  possible  in  the  children's  literature, 
questioning  the  advisability  of  doing  more  for  if  we  must  sometimes  fall  short  of  our  ideals 
the  children  than  supplying  them  with  an  at-  with  their  elders.  Before  placing  the  books  on 
tractive  room  and  an  assistant  who  is  well  able  the  shelves  they  are  reviewed,  and  under  the 
to  attend  to  their  individual  wants  in  the  selec-  call  number  on  the  shelf  card  we  add  a  letter 
tion  of  books,  is  this:  I  believe  there  is  a  ten-  which  gives  an  age  classification  :  A,  interest- 
dency  to  fail  to  see  the  relative  value  of  the  dif-  ing  to  children  over  I9  ;  B,  to  children  from  9 
fcrent  departments  of  a  library.  We  are  here  to  12  ;  C,  to  children  under  9.  This  aids  us  in 
to  discuss  only  the  children's  department,  but  compiling  lists  for  the  reading  club, 
we  must  not  let  our  enthusiasm  carry  us  too  far  The  Children's  Library  Club  is  modelled  on 
in  that  direction  to  the  detriment  of  the  other  the  Cleveland  Library  League.  When  joining 
departments.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  books  the  club  the  children  agree  to  keep  four  prom- 
are  well  chosen,  very  well  chosen,  and  shelved  ises;  the  third  promise  was  an  experiment  —  **  I 
in  a  pleasant,  attractive  room,  with  a  few  pic-  will  try  to  learn  how  the  books  are  arranged 
tures  and  flowers  as  decorations,  and  the  chil-  on  the  shelves  and  assist  the  librarian  in 
dren's  librarian  knows  well  how  to  satisfy  the  keeping  them  in  order." 

needs  of  the  children  by  giving  each  child  the  The  shelves  are  labelled  A,  B,  C,  D,  etc.,  for 

book  best  suited  for  him  to  read,  that  there  will  story  books,  and  100,  200,  300,  etc.,  for  others, 

be  no  difficulty  in  retaining  the  child's  interest  We  require  the  children  to  return  the  books  to 

in  the  library  and  therefore  doing  much  toward  their  proper  shelves,  but  do  not  ask  them  to  ar- 

bis  education.  range    them  in    their  exact    position   on  the 

Miss  H.  L.  McCrory.  —  Our  experiences  in  shelves.     We    have  not  enough  volumes  to 
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make  this  necessary,  then  it  would  be  difficult  give  us  the  most  correct  list  referring  to  book 

to  teach  the  children  to  be  accurate.  and  page  will  have  their  names  on  the  honor 

The  club  children   may  take  out  a  special  roll  for  a  month.    A  page  of  the  library  bulle- 

reading  list  of  ten  books  and  have  a  certificate  tin,  The  Round  Table,  will  be  devoted  to  this 

signed  when  the  list  is  finished,  or  they  may  work  and  the  roll  printed  there.    Our  boys  are 

use  the  club  diaries,  slips  with  blanks  to  fill  as  to  do  the  printing  for  us  on  a  small  press  of 

they  read.    .  our  own. 

We  have  just  begun  a  new  experiment  with  These  are  the  experiences  of  the  past  year, 

the  lists.     Instead  of  ten  books  there  are  five.  For  the   future   we   have  great  expectations, 

all  relating  to  a  given  subject.     Each  title  is  With  a  large,  well-lighted,  attractive  children's 

followed  by  a  short  annotation.     There  arc  but  room  the  possibilities  are  the  greatest  for  good 

few  story  books  on  these  lists,  and  only  those  enthusiastic  work  on  the  part  of  the  staff,  and 

which  will  carry  out  the  thought  of  the  subject,  more    pleasure    and    profit   for  the    children. 

This  has  some  advantage  over  the  first  method.  We  shall  also  have  the  use  of  an  auditorium 

The    children   learn    to    read    systematically,  where  we  can  meet  children,  teachers,  and  par- 

They  find  that  there  is  more  than  one  way  rents,  that  the  union  between  us  may  become 

of  looking  at  things,  and  that  if  they  wish  to  closer, 

be  students  they  must  have  a  many-sided  view.  Adjourned  at  12.40  p.m. 

In  advising  them  in  the  selection  of  lists,  we  m           tr     b       n 

find  out  what  they  are  studying  at  school  and  FOURTH  SESSION. 

usually  suggest  a  reading  course  that  will  sup-  (Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College, 

pltment  their  work.  Saturday  Morning.  June  9.) 

On  joining  the  club  the  children  are  classi-  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 

fied  by  chapter,  according  to  age.    This  assists  dent  Thwaites  at  10.25.     Brief  announcemenis 

them  in  selecting  suitable  lists  and  makes  our  were   made  by  the   secretary,  who  requested 

work  with  them  easier.     When  we  invite  the  that  nominations  for  officers  be  filed  with  him 

children  to  the  library  we  ask  them  by  chapter,  by  Monday  morning.     Announcements  and  in« 

Story  and  picture  hours  are  made  pieasanter  for  vitations  were  presented  by  C.  H.  Gould. 

all  in  this  way,  otherwise  the  older  ones  might  President  Thwaites  then  stated  that  the  ses- 

be  bored  and  the  younger  would   not  under-  sion  would  be  conducted  as  a  joint  meeting  of 

stand.    Then,  too,  with  our  limited  space,  it  is  the  Trustees'  Section  and  the  Large  Libraries 

the  only  way  to  avoid  the  confusion  of  a  crowd.  Section,   under    direction    of    W.    H.    Brett, 

The  Sunday  afternoon  story  hours  have  been  chairman  of  the  Large  Libraries  Section, 

the  most  successful.     The  library  is  open  from  W.  H.  Brett,  having  taken  the  chair,  named 

2  until  5  o'clock.     The  children  who  come  to  us  T.  L.  Montgomery  and  B.  C.  Steiner,  secre- 

then  are  those  whose  parents  know  little  and  taries  of  the  Trustees'  Section  and  of  the  Large 

care  less  about  their  doings.     They  have  never  Libraries  Section,  as  secretaries  of  the  meeting, 

known  the  joys  of  being  read  to.     A  quiet  T.  L.  Montgomery  read  a  paper  on 
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hour  indoors,  with  stories  and  pictures,  was  a 

revelation   to  them.      Even  the   worst  had  a 

change  of  heart  for  a  time,  at  least,  and  were  (-^'^  P»  42.) 

as  still  as  mice.  Miss  M.  Hoagland.  —  I  would  like  informa- 

It  is  with  the  little  street  urchins  that  we  feel  tion  regarding  the  best  number  of  trustees  to 

we    are    doing  the   greatest  good.     Many  of  be  appointed  on  a  board  of  trustees,  the  num- 

them  come  to  the  library  as  regularly  as  our  ber  varying  so  greatly  in  different  states.     In 

daily  mail,  and  take  a  vital  interest  in  all  its  some  states  the  law  provides  for  the  appoint- 

affairs.  ment  of  five,  in  others  for  seven,  and  in  others 

The  lessons  in  research  work  have  been  in-  for  nine  ;  also  that  the  trustees  shall  be  ap- 
teresting  as  illustrating  how  easily  children  pointed,  some  from  the  board  of  education  and 
can  learn  to  use  books  if  they  are  guided  ever  some  to  represent  the  municipal  department  or 
so  slightly.  A  bulletin  of  nature  questions  council.  I  don't  know  if  there  is  any  uniform- 
will  be  posted,  mentioning  a  few  books  in  which  ity  in  the  laws  of  the  states, 
the  answers  may  be  found,  the  children  who  T.  L.  Montgomery,  —  In  St.  Louis  they  have 
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nine  members,  the  board  being  appointed  by  makes  a  great  deal  of  trouble  for  his  librarian 

the  mayor,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  along  those  lines. 

city  council.     The  law  provides  no  member  of  F.  M.  Crunden.  —  I  would  gladly  risk  any 

the  municipal  government  shall  be  a  member  of  trouble  which  might  be  caused  if  I  could  only 

the  library  board.     In  the  case  of  the  Carnegie  get  one  or  all  of  my  trustees  to  come  to  one  of 

Library,  there  are  i8  members,  nine  of  whom  these  conferences;  only  once  did  I  do  so. 

are  appointed  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  and  the  other  Melvil  Dewey.  —  If  you  could  have  your 

nine  are  composed  of  the  mayor  of  the  city,  trustees  bottled  up  or  locked  up  during  the 

presidents  of  select  and  common  council,  the  year,  and  not  let  them  wander  about  the  coun- 

president  of  the  central  board  of  education,  try,  getting  impressed  by  many  people  who 

and  a  library  committee  of   five  members  of  don't  know  anything  at  all  about  libraries,  it 

city  councils,  the  non-official  members  having  would  be  a  good  thing.      I  would  take  chances 

power  to  fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in  their  on  what  a  trustee  might  hear  at  an  A.  L.  A. 

own  number.  meeting,  rather  than  what  he  might  hear  going 

In  the  case  of  Chicago  the  law  says  :  about  the  country.     While  there  fx  a  danger  of 

•*  When  any  city  council  shall  have  decided  trustees  going  oflf  at  tangents,  yet  when  I  look 

to  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library  and  over  the  lists  of  small  attendance  of  trustees  at 

reading-room  under  this  act,  the  mayor  of  such  ^^^^  meetings  I  am  somewhat  discouraged.     I 

city  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  city  coun-  ,           -    ."  ,    ^  .    .             ,,.,       .    ,    "     u  . 

cii;  proceed  to  appoini  a  board  of  nine  directors  ^^^^^y^  ^^^^  ^*^*^  ^^  '^  *"  additional  strength  to 

for  the  same,  chosen  from  the  citizens  at  large  me  when  one  of  my  trustees  has  attended  an  A. 

with  reference  to  their  fitness  for  such  office  ;  L.  A.  meeting.      He  shows  more  consideration 

and   not  more  than  one  member  of   the  city  and  appreciation.  It  is  a  good  thing  for  trustees 

council  shall  be  at  any  one  time  a  member  of  ,,.                   ,             .... 

said  board.     Said   directors  shall  hold   office,  to  see  our  library  people  together;  their  consid- 

one- third  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years,  eration  and  their  confidence  are  increased,  and 

and  one-third  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  the  information  they  get  will  be  quite  as  safe 

of  July  following  the  date  of  appointment,  and  ^^^^^j   pabulum  as  any  they  may  receive  in 

at  their  first  regular  meeting  shall  cast  lots  for  „,,^           ..                       ..« 

the  respective  terms  ;  and  annually  thereafter  travelling  about  without  our  good  influence, 

the  mayor  shall,   before  the  first  of  July  of  T.  L.   Montgomery.— In  speaking  of  the 

each  year,  appoint  as  before,  three  directors  to  attendance  of  trustees,  I  had  in  my  mind  men 

't^ti  i^T^P^'^*'  ?^  ^u^  '^^'""^  ^^'^f'^^^'^*?^-"  put  upon  the  board  for  their  influence.     I  think 

shall  hold  office  for  three  years,  and  until  their  f  .     !;                ,               -            j  •        ^       j    • 

successors  are  appointed.     The  mayor  may,  by  "  »»  *^"er  to  keep  such  men  doing  the  admm- 

and  with  consent  of  the  city  council,  remove  istrative  work  of  the  library,  making  appropria- 

any  director  for  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty."  tions  and  considering  the  annual  report  of  the 

In  the  case  of  New  York  there  are  21  trustees,  librarian  and   his  work.     When  it  comes  to  a 

one  of  whom  is  the  Controller  of  the  city  of  question  of  the  library  committee  of  the  board. 

New  York,  ex-officio.    They  hold  office  continu-  I  think  they  should  know  as  much  as  possible 

ously,  and  vacancies  are  filled  by  the  vote  of  of  library  affairs  and  attend  as  many  library 

the  remaining  trustees.     No  trustee  receives  meetings  as  possible. 

any  compensation  for  his  services.     In  the  case  R.  R.  Bowker. — What  does  Mr.  Montgom- 

of  Philadelphia  there  are  23  trustees,  composed  ery  think  as  to  official  representation  of  the 

of  representatives  of  the  councils,  the  presidents  several  heads  of  the  departments  of  a  city  on 

of  the  councils,  the  mayor  as  exojfficio  member,  the  city  library  ? 

and  each  branch  of  council  elects  one  of  their  T.   L.   Montgomery.  —  It  didn't  work  well 

number.     There  is  only  one   member  of  the  with  us,  and  we  dropped  it;  but  the  represent- 

board  who  has  been  always  suggested  by  our-  atives  of  the  city  government  have  been  most 

selves.     Nine  seems  to  be  the  favorite  number,  useful.     They  do  not  attend  the  meetings,  but 

however,  with  all  those  I  have  heard  from.  they  are  active  in  pressing  the  library's  needs 

I  do  not  favor  the  attendance  of  a  trustee  on  when  the  matter  comes  up  before  the  proper 

a  single  conference  only,  for  I  think  the  first  bodies.    I  should  have  mentioned  that  we  have 

time  a  trustee  attends  one  of  these  conferences  several  members  of  the  board  of  education, 

he  is,  perhaps,  impressed  by  some  person  who  though  not  the  superintendent,  on  our  board, 

speaks  of  conditions  which  do  not  exist  in  his  and  I  regard  them  as  most  valuable  members, 

library,  and   when   be  goes  back  he  perhaps  Dr.  Steiner.  —  Two  or  three  thoughts  have 
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come  to  me.     First,  it  seems  to  be  desirable  to  of  wide  reading,  and  he  does  much  reading 

have  a  small  official  representation  in  the  body  for  us,  but  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having 

of  trustees,  which  will  be  a  great  help  in  the  some  of  the  best  men  of  the  city  as  our  directors, 

matter  of  obtaining  appropriations  and  keeping  Mr.   Crundsn.  —  Does  your  committee  go 

satisfactory  relations  with  the  city  government,  over  this  list  item  by  item  and  vote  yes  or  no 

I  also  affirm  what  Mr.  Montgomery  says  with  on  every  item,  or  is  it  passed  en  bloc? 

reference  to  the  presence  of  librarians  at  meet-  Miss  Hswins.  —  Usually  ^ii  ^/^r.    Sometimes 

ings  of  boards  of  trustees.     The  relations  be-  they  will  ask,  "Why  do  you  want  this?'*  or, 

tween  myself  and  my  trustees  are  almost  ideal.  "  What  do  you  know  about  this?'*  but  if  the 

I  could  not  have  been  treated  with  more  kind-  president  is  busy  he  does  not  ask  any  questions* 

ness  than  I  have  received  from  them  during  R.  R.  Bowker. —  I  would  like  to  know  the 

the  last  eight  years.    When  a  board  meeting  is  system  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  ;  perhaps 

called  the  librarian  is  not  present;  the  treas-  Mr.  Hunt  can  tell  us. 

urer's  report  is  discussed  in  his  absence.   After  E.B.Hunt.  —  I   have  not    come   in    direct 

that  the  librarian  is  called  in,  reads  his  report,  contact  with  the  trustees,  but  I  know  that  there 

joins  in  the  discussion,  is  asked  questions,  and  are  five  trustees  who  act  as  a  book  committee, 

remains  generally  until  the  end  of  the  meeting,  and  that  books  are  sent  on  approval.      On  one 

Those    having    the    responsibility  decide    by  day,^  Tuesday,  I  think,  the  books  are  submitted 

themselves,   then  call  in   expert  advisers.     I  to  the  committee,  and  the  members  vote  separ- 

would  also  stand  for  the  principle  of  a  perma-  ately  on  each  title.      They  ask  very  searching 

nent  board,  not  necessarily  meaning  that  every^  questions  of  the  librarian  ;  they  also  go  over 

member  should  be  permanent.    A  few  city  of-  all  lists  of  recommendations,  both  from  mem- 

ficials,  who  change  from  time  to  time,  are  an  ac-  bers  of  the  board  and  outside  sources,  and  in 

quisition,  but  the  majority  should   be   perma-  many  cases,  if  the  title  does  not  fully  explain 

nent.     The  librarian  is  the  man  to  take  the  in-  the  book,  they  get  full  information  before  it  is 

itiative  in  all  cases.      If  he  is  fit  to  take  the  in-  accepted.    The  work  is  not  perfunctory  on  the 

itiative  he  is  much  better  able  to  do  so  if  he  has  part  of  our  committee. 

a  body  of  men  who  have  learned  what  his  ideas  Miss  Hoagland.  —  It  is  quite  necessary  in 
are,  and  whose  ideas  he  has  learned,  and  he  is  the  smaller  libraries  that  a  library  committee 
not  obliged  to  secure  the  confidence  or  views  of  should  exist,  and  that  the  book  lists  should 
a  new  body  of  men  every  few  years.  come  before  it  for  close  scrutiny.  The  libra- 
Miss  C.  M.  Hewins.  —  We  have  12  trustees,  rian  has  not  time  to  attend  to  her  work  with 
two  of  whom  are  elected  every  year  for  six  the  public  and  to  prepare  these  lists ;  so  that, 
years.  In  that  way  only  two  go  off  every  year,  in  a  small  library,  a  committee  must  generally 
The  mayor  is  ex-officio  a  member  of  the  govern-  supplement  the  librarian's  work, 
ing  board.  I  never  knew  him  to  go  to  one  of  Mr.  Crundkn.  —  There  is  one  point  I  can 
the  meetings  or  ask  for  any  privileges  ;  indeed,  hardly  allow  to  go  entirely  unchallenged:  I 
I  had  to  tell  the  last  mayor  he  might  have  the  never  could  understand  what  embarrassment 
same  privileges  as  our  directors  in  taking  more  could  be  caused  the  trustees  by  the  presence  of 
books  than  the  general  public.  In  that  way  the  librarian  when  financial  affairs  are  dis- 
we  keep  our  board  free  from  city  politics.  The  cussed.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  nothing  secret 
library  committee  meets  in  my  oflice  every  Mon-  about  that ;  in  fact,  ultimately  the  whole  finan- 
day  morning.  I  never  go  to  a  meeting  of  the  cial  status  of  the  library  is  spread  before  the 
full  board,  but  I  do  meet  at  that  time  with  the  public.  I  know  more  about  the  financial  affairs 
library  committee,  and  we  present  the  list  of  of  our  library  than  the  trustees  do,  until  I 
books  for  the  library  committee  of  three  to  ap-  tell  them.  I  can  hardly  conceive  a  meeting 
prove  of.  going  on  without  my  presence,  because  I  have 
The  books  are  sent  to  us  every  Friday  from  information  regarding  all  the  actual  work.  I 
our  bookseller,  and  if  there  is  one  that  I  think  don*t  get  this  all  myself,  but  get  some  of  i^ 
is  not  worth  taking,  the  trustees  let  me  from  my  assistants.  I  never  feel  that  my  pres- 
send  it  back  without  question.  I  never  say  ence  is  the  slightest  embarrassment  to  my 
anything  to  them  about  the  books  I  send  back,  directors,  and  I  don't  think  they  would  ever 
One  member  of  the  library  committee  is  a  man  think  of    holding  a  meeting  without  having 
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the  librarian,  who  is  secretary,  present.     The  a  Council  meeting  some  time  ago  for  suggesting 

fact  that  the  librarian  acts  as  secretary  makes  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  and  I  should 

him  the  more  essential,  because  he  must  note  like  to  say  a  word  on  this  very  rital  matter, 

down  the  business  of  the  meeting.  There  is  a  feeling  in  the  community  that  the 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  As  far  as  the  presence  of  larger  amount  should  be  spent  for  new  books; 

the  librarian  and  treasurer  are  concerned  at  a  and  yet  we  all  of  us  know  it  is  more  economical 

meeting  of  a  large  board,  I  can  support  Mr.  and  effective  to  spend  money  on  the  other  side, 

Crunden  thoroughly.      My  directors  asked  me  first  putting  books  on  the  shelves  and  then  cir- 

to  attend  their  meetings,  in  the  first  place,  and  culating  them.     At  a  later  session  the  practical 

have  never  since  hinted  that  my  presence,  or  question  will  be.  How  much  can  be  saved  by 

the  presence  of  the  treasurer,  made  the  slight-  practical  co-operation  in  the  largest  sense  ?    I 

est  difference  to  them.  think  there   is  a  very  large  opportunity  for 

T.  L.  Montgomery. — The  two  boards  of  trus-  economy  in  cataloging.  Dr.  Steiner's  paper 
tees  named  by  Mr.  Crunden  and  Mr.  Andrews  serves  as  an  admirable  introduction  to  the  sub- 
are  very  polite  boards,  and  would  not  intimate  ject,  although  it  scarcely  goes  further;  and  I  do 
to  either  of  the  gentlemen  that  they  were  em-  wish  to  impress  upon  the  Association,  and  per- 
barrassed  by  their  presence.  Nevertheless,  I  haps  chiefly  upon  a  possible  committee  on  li- 
hold  it  is  a  part  of  good  breeding  occasionally  brary  statistics,  the  desirability  of  getting  this 
to  absent  yourself  and  let  the  trustees  have  a  subject  threshed  out.  It  is  perfectly  true  that 
little  discussion  by  themselves.  there  are  a  great  number  of  matters  which 

Chairman  Brett. —  The  rules  of  the  Cleve-  enter  into  the  question,  much  depending  on  the 

land  Public  Library  make  it  imperative  that  size  of  the  library,  number  of  books  bought  in 

the  librarian  shall  attend  all  meetings  of  the  any  year,  etc.     But  after  making  allowance  for 

board.  this,  we  should,  I  think,  be  able  through  a  sta- 

E.  W.  Mundv.  —  Our    trustees    would    not  tistical  investigation  to  get  some  practical  line 

know  what  to  do  unless  the   librarian   were  o^  guidance;  and  my  own  feeling  is.  that  such 

there  to  guide  ihem;  he  has  all  the  information  a  practical  and  statistical  investigation  should 

which  is  to  be  considered  by  them.  lead  to  the  saving  of  a  considerable  sum  of 

C.  C.  SouLE.  —  My  views    are    contrary    to  money  to  libraries. 

those  of    Mr.   Crunden  and  agree  with   Mr.  W.  I.  Fletcher.  — I   had   hoped  this  paper 

Montgomery.     From  experience,  it    seems  to  might  assign  certain  proportions  of  the  cx- 

me  to  be  very  much  the  wisest  way,  for  the  11-  penses  to  cataloging,  and  another  proportion  to 

brary  and  the  librarian,  to  have,  first,  a  bust-  the  mechanical  work,  and  so  on.     But,  passing 

ness  session  of  the  trustees,  and  then  call  in  the  by  that,  I  should  like  to  remind  the  Association 

librarian  as  soon  as  the  affairs  of  the  library  that  some  years  ago  a  statement  appeared  in 

are  to  be  discussed  and  the  minutia  and  busi-  one  of  the  Boston  papers  in  regard  to  the  Bos- 

ness  operations  to  be  taken  up.  This  has  worked  ton  Public  Library,  stating  that  it  cost  about  $i 

admirably  at  the  Brookline  Public  Library,  and  to  catalog  a  book  after  it  went  into  the  library 

there  is  no  distrust  between  the  librarian  and  and  that  the  cost  of  the  volume  was  perhaps  not 

the   trustees.     There  are   possibilities  of  mis-  much  above  that  amount.    The  most  important 

understanding,   which    are    avoided    by    that  phase  of  this  subjtct  is  the  difficulty  with  which 

method.     I   am  still  very  strongly  of  opinion  we  can  assign  the  right  proportions  to  one  item 

that  is  far  the  best  arrangement,  especially  as  or  another  of  this  work. 

the  trustees  are  trustees,  and  the  librarian   is  I>r-  Steiner.  —  If  you  take  all  of  the  items 

not;  he  is  no  part  of  the  trust,  but  a  salaried  properly  charged  to  the  account,  you  cannot 

officer,  and  the  trustees  are  responsible  some-  prepare  a  book  for  the  public  in  a  circulating 

times  for  very  delicate  conclusions.  library   for  less  than  dollar  for  dollar  of  the 

Dr.  B.  C.  Steiner  read  a  paper  on  price  of  the  book.     In  a  reference  library  with 

more  costly  books  the  ratio  would  be  less. 

C.W.Andrews.  —  I  want  to  ask  anybody 

who  can  give  figures  on  this  subject  to  speak 

{See  p.  32.)  Qm^  because   I   am  later  to  present  a  paper 

R.  R.  Bowker.  —  I  think  I  was  responsible  at  where  this  will  coqae  in,  and  what  is  troubling 
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me  mo6t  is  to  get  information  as  to  the  cost. 
Until  Dr.  Steiner  gave  his  paper,  I  had  no  defi- 
nite information  about  what  libraries  were  pay- 
ing. I  had  tried  to  make  them  out  from  finan- 
cial statement!,  but  this  was  very  unsatisfac- 
tory. We  spend  60  cents  for  actual  cataloging, 
of  which  fifteen  cents  go  to  the  printer  for  the 
cards. 

Mr.  Ckundbn.  —  That  does  not  include 
shelving  ? 

Mr.  Andrews.  —  No.  When  you  include 
that,  and  accessioning,  I  thinlc  the  cost  would 
come  very  close  to  Dr.  Steiner's  figures. 

Mklvil  Dxwby.  —  What  we  want  is  to  talce 
actual  account  of  every  process,  and  see  what 
it  costs  to  accession  and  label  books  in  a 
library.  The  estimate  of  a  librarian  is  very 
likely  to  be  astray.  When  we  get  down  to 
actual  statistics  we  frequently  find  this.  The 
first  thing  is  to  get  at  the  facts,  and  I  shall  be 
disappointed  if  this  Association,  when  it  gets 
those  facts,  cannot  reduce  the  cost,  whatever 
it  may  be,  by  a  fair  amount.  If  this  work  is 
going  to  cost  dollar  for  dollar  on  the  price  of 
the  book,  we  had  better  fortify  ourselves  with 
some  mighty  strong  statistics,  or  we  shall  be 
called  down  by  the  men  who  arepaying  the  taxes. 
We  have  got  to  put  into  our  library  administra- 
tion the  same  keen  business  sense  needed  in 
business,  that  will  reduce  the  cost  a  tenth  of  a 
mill,  if  necessary.  We  are  handling  such  vast 
quantities  of  books  through  libraries  nowadays 
that  I  believe  this  matter  of  cost  is  the  great 
problem,  and  that  nothing  more  practical  can 
be  done  than  to  appoint  a  committee  to  get  at 
(he  bottom  of  the  facts  —  down  to  dollars,  cents, 
and  mills  —  and  I  shall  be  much  disappointed  if 
we  don't  find  some  opportunity  to  reduce  the 
cost. 

C.  K .  Bolton.  —  It  seems  to  me  fair  to  charge 
a  dollar  to  get  a  popular  book  on  the  shelves 
and  into  the  hands  of  the  reader,  especially 
when  one  considers  the  great  difiference  in  cost 
between  any  manufactured  product  and  the 
raw  material. 

Mr.  Dbwky.  —  There  was  a  time  when  a 
book  was  a  luxury  ;  but  it  has  now  come  to  be 
a  necessity,  and  it  must  travel  from  the  pro- 
ducer to  the  consumer  at  the  least  possible 
cost.  We  stand  before  the  public  and  say: 
"  Books  are  no  longer  a  luxury,  but  a  necessity 
of  life,  and  are  put  into  the  hands  of  every 
man,  woman,  and  child  at  the  least  possible 


cost."  We  want  to  give  "The  best  reading  for 
the  largest  number  at  the  least  cost." 

J.  C.  Dana.  —  I  want  to  protest  very  vigor- 
ously against  the  conclusions  of  this  paper 
going  out  as  our  statement  of  the  cost  of  pre- 
paring books  in  a  library.  The  title  is  :  '*  The 
cost  of  preparing  books  in  public  libraries;"  it 
may  give  the  impression  that  we  accede  to  this 
estimate  that  it  costs  a  dollar  to  prepare  every 
book  put  into  the  library.  As  this  whole  matter 
is  merely  a  matter  of  assertion  and  denial,  I 
wish  to  deny,  as  strongly  and  emphatically  as 
anybody  can,  that  it  costs  a  dollar  to  prepare 
a  book  for  a  public  library. 

R.  R.  BowKER.  —  May  I  bring  into  this  dis- 
cussion actual  manufacturing  experience  ?  In 
handlirg  a  business  amounting  to  about  $2,000,^ 

000  a  year,  it  became  necessary  that  the  minut- 
est figures  for  unit  of  product  should  be  known, 
and  they  were  known  to  me,  month  by  month. 

1  got  them  from  the  practical  men  handling 
the  several  departments;  and  that  result  was 
brought  about  by  an  application  of  the  library 
decimal  system  to  practical  business  facts.  In 
other  words,  I  made  a  classification  on  the  lines 
of  the  classification  of  books,  with  certain 
modifications ;  and  a  piece  of  work  that  I  hope 
to  take  up  on  the  library  side  is,  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  schedule  which  will  show  to  the 
minutest  detail  the  expenses  of  the  several 
divisions  of  a  public  library.  I  believe  that 
the  preparation  of  library  statistics  in  this  direc. 
tion  will  result  in  a  large  saving,  and  I  don't 
think  the  American  Library  Association  can 
give  its  time  and  thought  to  any  subject  more 
likely  to  produce  good  results  than  this. 

A.  E.  BosTWiCK  read  a  paper  on 

VOLUMES  AND  circulation:    A  STUDY  OF   PER- 
CENTAGES. 

(Set  p.  29.) 
Adjourned  at  12.45  p.m. 

FIFTH  SESSION. 

(Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College, 
Monday  Morning,  June  ii.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President 
Thwaites  at  10.30  a.m. 

W.  I.  Fletcher  announced  that  the  first 
three  numbers  in  the  series  of  "Library 
tracts,"  authorized  by  the  Atlanta  Conference, 
had  been  issued  by  the  Publishing  Board,  and 
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that  cMimbers  2  and  3  were  at  hand  for  distri-  of  the  yellow  journal,  as  that  term  is  generally 

bution.*  understood,  as  are  many,  if  not  most  of  you, 

R.  R.  BowKER  read  the  and  therein  I  am  the  optimist  and  you  are  the 

,.-«^«^  ^-  ^^..w..,^.^.  ^vT  ».r».  ,^  ..r^/^.tw.>»f'no  pessimists.      The  yellow  journals,  as    I    see 

RKPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLIC    DOCUMENTS.  '^                                           /                 j                   » 

them  in  the  hands  of  our  brother-men  in  every 
'       p.  9i')  city  and  hamlet  of  our  land,  remind  me  often 
The  report  and  the  accompanying  resolutions  of  a  saying  of  John  Swinton's.    In  a  lecture  bc- 
were  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Council  for  fore  a   Boston  audience  not  long  ago  he  re- 
action, marked  that  the  greatest  event  in  human  his- 
J.  C.  Dana  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  tory  was  when  Cadmus  brought  letters  to  Cali- 
COMMITTEE    ON    CO-OPERATION  WITH    LIBRARY  ^^n;  when   the  Cylinder  press  and  wood-pulp 
SECTION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  EDUCA-  paper  made  it  possible  to  put  a  great  penny  II- 
TioNAL  ASSOCIATION.  lustrated  daily  into  the  hands  of  even  the  poor- 
est among  men.     These  journals  may  be  doing 
I  wish  to  bring  sharply  to  your  attention  the  ^^^^  ^^^  ^j^,^^,      U  .^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  .^^^  ^^^^ 

National  Educational  Association.     This  asso-  g^^  certainly  they  are  welding  together  with 

elation,  the  largest  organized  body  of  teachers  ^^^  ^^„^  ^^  common  thoughts  and  ideas  the 

in  the  world,  now  has  a  library  department,  a  ^^^^^  ^^g^^  ^^  ^j^j^  country.    They  are  not 

department  which  is  in  some  measure  of  our  degrading  or  debasing  the  tastes  of  our  people, 

creation.      For  its  success  we  are  to  a  modest  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  suppose.     They  are  appealing  to  a 

degree  responsible,  though  it  is,  to  be  sure,  now  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  p^j^^^^  p^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

well  upon  its  feet.  Through  it  we  can,  if  we  will,  p^^j^^  ^  ^j^^^  ^^.^^  ^^  through  our  libraries 

get  into  close  touch  with  many  thousands  of  ^^^  ^3  ^^^  scarcely  touch.      These  journals 

teachers  and  secure  their  aid  in  our  work.  ^^^^j,  ^j^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  .^^^  ^^^j^^  ^p  j^^^  ^^^ 

I  would  not  like  to  be  considered  as  either  ^.^^^  ^.^^  ^hey  are  a  step  or  two  in  ad- 
the  Cato  or  thQ  Jeremiah  of  this  Association.  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ,,^j.^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 
The  titles  are  not  deserved.  No  one  among  us  ^^^^  ^^^^  Readers  are  coming  up  by  the  mil- 
is  more  ready  than  I  either  to  approve  or  to  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  j^^^j^  ^^  ^^^  unintelligent  and  the 
prophesy  good.  Yet  I  would  like  for  a  moment  uninterested,  and  as  they  come  these  journals 
to  call  your  attention  to  one  or  two  things  which  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^.^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^.^  awakening 
will  lead  us.  perhaps,  to  think  less  highly  of  interest  and  lead  them  into  the  broader  view 
our  calling  and  our  power  in  the  world  than  we  ^^ ^  ^j^^  ;clearer  thought.  Is  this  pessimism  ? 
usually  do,  Rather,  you  will,  I  fear,  say  it  is  foolish  optim- 

A  leading  member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  has  said.  .^^  j^  j^  optimism.  I  know;  but  I  think  not 
-The  function  of  the  library  is  the  enrich-  ^^^j.^^  Consider  with  me.  also,  for  a  mo- 
ment and  development  of  the  entire  com-  ^^^^^  ^^^  illustrated  journals  and  the  nickel  li- 
munity  through   the   medium  of    the   printed  ^^^^^j^^  ^^  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^U  ^^^  y^^j^^  j^^^^j 

page."    The  definition  is  a  good  one.     But  con-  ^j^^^      Millions  upon  millions  of  these  printed 

sider  for  a  moment  what  is  in  those  words.  •'  the  p^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^.^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

printed  page."    They  include,  do  they  not?  all  ^^^  libraries,  are  circulated  every  week  in  this 

that  is  printed.    And  look  frankly,  I  beg  of  country  and  go  into  the  hands  of  people  young 

you.  at  all  that  is  printed  in  this  closing  year  of  ^^^  ^j^  ^j^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  „^^^^  ^^^^^^   Mousey, 

the   19th  century.     It  begins  with  the  yellow  ^^^  g^^^^^  ^  gmith.  and  other  like  publishers, 

journals  which  in  a  few  of  our  leading  cities  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  libraries   for  the  distribution  of 

actually  circulate  more  copies  of  the  printed  ^j^^.^  publications  on  every  street  corner  in 

page  every  day  than  all  of  the  libraries  in  the  ^^^^^  ^.^y  ^^  ^^^  j^^^      ^^^  through    these 

country  circulate  of  good  books  m  a  whole  branches  they  circulate  millions  of  their  nickel- 

year.     For  myself.  I  am  not  such  an  opponent  shockers.    These  nickel  books,  too,  are  not  as 

*  These  tracts  are :  z.  Why  do  we  need  a  public  library?  bad  as  many  of  us  think.     They  are  perhaps 

a.  How  to  start  a  public  library,  by  Dr.  G.  E.  Wire.    3.  good    reading   for   most   of  those   who    read 

Travelling  libraries,  by  F.  A.  Hutchins.    They  may  be  ^.             —.     _                ^.,            */*i..iS*. 

obtained  of  the  A.  L.  A  PubliriUng  Section.  .oX  B<icon  '»»«■»•.,  They  are  certainly  part  of  the     printed 

St.,  Boston,  at  5c.  per  single  copy,  or  $2  per  zoo,  express  P&gc* 

unpaid.  The  people  of  the  United  States  are  being 
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me  mo6t  is  to  get  information  as  to  the  cost,  cost."    We  want  to  give  "The  best  reading  for 

Until  Dr.  Steiner  gave  his  paper,  I  had  no  defi-  the  largest  number  at  the  least  cost." 

nite  information  about  what  libraries  were  pay-  J.  C.  Dana.  —  I  want  to  protest  very  vigor- 

ing.    I  had  tried  to  make  them  out  from  finan-  ously  against  the  conclusions  of    this  paper 

cial  statements,  but  this  was  very  unsatisfac-  going  out  as  our  statement  of  the  cost  of  pre- 

tory.    We  spend  60  cents  for  actual  cataloging,  paring  books  in  a  library.    The  title  is  :   '*  The 

of  which  fifteen  cents  go  to  the  printer  for  the  cost  of  preparing  books  in  public  libraries;"  it 

cards.  may  give  the  impression  that  we  accede  to  this 

Mr.    Ckundbn.  —  That    does     not    include  estimate  that  it  costs  a  dollar  to  prepare  every 

shelving  ?  book  put  into  the  library.    As  this  whole  matter 

Mr.   Andrews.  —  No.     When    you    include  is  merely  a  matter  of  assertion  and  denial,  I 

that,  and  accessioning,  I  think  the  cost  would  wish  to  deny,  as  strongly  and  emphatically  as 

come  very  close  to  Dr.  Steiner's  figures.  anybody  can,  that  it  costs  a  dollar  to  prepare 

MsLViL  DxwBY.  —  What  we  want  is  to  uke  a  book  for  a  public  library, 
actual  account  of  every  process,  and  see  what  R.  R.  Bowker.  —  May  I  bring  into  this  dis- 
it  costs  to  accession  and  label  books  in  a  cussion  actual  manufacturing  experience  ?  In 
library.  The  estimate  of  a  librarian  is  very  handling  a  business  amounting  to  about  $2,000,^ 
likely  to  be  astray.  When  we  get  down  to  000  a  year,  it  became  necessary  that  the  minut- 
actual  statistics  we  frequently  find  this.  The  est  figures  for  unit  of  product  should  be  known, 
first  thing  Is  to  get  at  the  facts,  and  I  shall  be  and  they  were  known  to  me,  month  by  month, 
disappointed  if  this  Association,  when  it  gets  I  got  them  from  the  practical  men  handling 
those  facts,  cannot  reduce  the  cost,  whatever  the  several  departments;  and  that  result  was 
it  may  be,  by  a  fair  amount.  If  this  work  is  brought  about  by  an  application  of  the  library 
going  to  cost  dollar  for  dollar  on  the  price  of  decimal  system  to  practical  business  facts.  In 
the  book,  we  had  better  fortify  ourselves  with  other  words,  I  made  a  classification  on  the  lines 
some  mighty  strong  statistics,  or  we  shall  be  of  the  classification  of  books,  with  certain 
calleddown  by  the  men  who  arepaying  the  taxes,  modifications;  and  a  piece  of  work  that  I  hope 
We  have  got  to  put  into  our  library  administra-  to  take  up  on  the  library  side  is,  the  prepara- 
tion the  same  keen  business  sense  needed  in  tion  of  a  schedule  which  will  show  to  the 
business,  that  will  reduce  the  cost  a  tenth  of  a  minutest  detail  the  expenses  of  the  several 
mill,  if  necessary.  We  are  handling  such  vast  divisions  of  a  public  library.  I  believe  that 
quantities  of  books  through  libraries  nowadays  the  preparation  of  library  statistics  in  this  direc. 
that  I  believe  this  matter  of  cost  is  the  great  tion  will  result  in  a  large  saving,  and  I  don't 
problem,  and  that  nothing  more  practical  can  think  the  American  Library  Association  can 
be  done  than  to  appoint  a  committee  to  get  at  give  its  time  and  thought  to  any  subject  more 
(he  bottom  of  the  facts  —  down  to  dollars,  cents,  likely  to  produce  good  results  than  this, 
and  mills  —  and  I  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  A.  E.  Bostwick  read  a  paper  on 
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we  don't  find  some  opportunity  to  reduce  the 
cost. 

C.  K .  Bolton.  —  It  seems  to  me  fair  to  charge 

a  dollar  to  get  a  popular  book  on  the  shelves  C*^^'  P<  ^Q) 

and   into  the  hands  of  the  reader,  especially  Adjourned  at  12.45  p.m. 
when  one  considers  the  great  difference  in  cost 

between  any  manufactured  product  and  the  FIFTH  SESSION, 

'*7.°**^       *        ^,                       .          .  (Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College, 
Mr.   Dbvtey.  —  There  was  a  time  when    a 

book  was  a  luxury  ;  but  it  has  now  come  to  be  ^^^''^^  Morning,  June  ii.) 

a  necessity,  and  it  must  travel  from  the  pro-  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President 

dncer  to  the  consumer  at  the  least  possible  Thwaites  at  10.30  a.m. 

cost.    We  stand  before  the  public  and  say:  W.  I.  Fletcher  announced  that   the    first 

'*  Books  are  no  longer  a  luxury,  but  a  necessity  three    numbers    in    the    series    of    "Library 

ef  life,  and  are  put  into  the  hands  of   every  tracts,"  authorized  by  the  Atlanta  Conference, 

nan,  woman,  and  child  at  the  least  possible  had  been  issued  by  the  Publishing  Board,  and 
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as  the  N.  E.  A.  furnishes  the  plates  without 
cost,  for  distribution  to  the  teachers.  I  pre- 
sume librarians  in  other  states  might  get  their 
department  of  education  to  do  the  same.  Voted, 
C.  W.  Andrews,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Bill- 
ings, presented  the 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  INTERNATIONAL  CAT- 
ALOGUE OF  SCIENTIFIC   LITERATURE. 

Your  committee  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  re- 
port that  Congress  having  failed  to  act  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  make  the  necessary  appropriation  to  enable 
the  United  States  to  be  represented  in  the  In- 
ternational Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature, 
it  would  seem  not  possible  to  have  this  govern- 
ment officially  connected  with  the  matter  at  the 
present  time.  The  final  conference  is  held  in 
London  on  June  12,  1900,  and  as  delegates  of 
governments  must,  under  the  call,  be  charged 
with  full  powers,  no  representative  of  the 
United  States  will  be  present. 

Should  the  London  Conference  decide  upon 
a  plan  and  determine  to  begin  the  work  on  Jan. 
I,  1901,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  if  the  request  be 
made,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  would  con- 
sent ad  interim  to  undertake  the  cataloging  of 
American  scientific  publications  for  the  catalog. 

This,  however,  could  hardly  be  looked  upon 
as  a  permanent  arrangement,  and  it  seems 
most  desirable  that  effective  means  should  be 
taken  to  secure  favorable  legislation  from  Con- 
gress. John  S.  Billings. 

C.  W.  Andrews. 
Cyrus  Adler. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSLITERATION   OF 
SLAVIC  LANGUAGES 

was  read  by  title,  and  ordered  printed.* 
W.  H.  Brett  read  the 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SYSTEM   OF  LIBRARY 
EXAMINATIONS  AND  CREDENTIALS. 

Your  committee  on  library  examinations  and 
credentials  beg  to  report  that  they  regard  it  as 
desirable  to  provide  a  means  of  discriminating 
between  thorough  and  currect  training  for  li- 
brary work,  and  that  which  is  insufficient  or 
incorrect.  The  subject,  however,  involves  cer- 
tain practical  difficulties  and  should  be  consid- 
ered in  connection  with  the    subject  of  edu- 

*  This  report  will  appear  io  a  later  issue  of  the  Library 
Journal, 


cation  for  librarianship.  They,  therefore, 
recommend  that,  in  case  the  committee  on  li- 
brary instruction  which  has  been  recommended 
be  appointed,  the  question  of  examinations  and 
credentials  be  further  considered  in  connection 
with  their  work,  or  in  case  this  is  not  done,  that 
its  further  consideration  be  otherwise  provided 
for.  Wm.  H.  Brett. 

Frank  P.  Hill. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

An  intermission  of  two  minutes  was  taken, 
during  which  those  specially  interested  in  ques- 
tions of  cataloging  withdrew  to  attend  a  Cata- 
logers'  Round  Table,  held  in  one  of  the  ad- 
jacent halls.  The  general  session  then  entered 
upon  the  consideration  of 

CANADIAN    LIBRARY    AND    LITERARY 

TOPICS 

which  was  opened  by  James  Bain,  jr.,  with  a 
paper  on 

CANADIAN  libraries. 

{.See  p.  7.) 

Mrs.  Edwin  Hanson  read  a  paper,  prepared 
by  Miss  E.  E.  Laidlaw,  on 

THE   ABERDEEN  ASSOCIATION. 

(^Sei  p.  27.) 
W.  D.  LiGHTHALL  read  a  paper  on 

CANADIAN   POETS   AND   POETRY. 

{.See  p.  25.) 
Dr.  S.  E.  Dawson  read  a  paper  on 

THE   PROSE   writers  OF  CANADA. 

iSeep,  II.) 
Adjourned  at  1.15  p.m. 

SIXTH  SESSION. 

(Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College, 
Monday  Afternoon,  June  ii.) 

President   Thwaites  called  the  meeting   to 
order  at  2.30. 
C.  A.  Cutter  read  a  paper  on 

PHOTOGRAPHS    AND    PHOTO-PRINTS  :    GETTING, 
showing,  KEEPING.* 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

President  Thwaites.  —  The  election  of  of- 
ficers for  the  ensuing  year  will  begin  to-morrow 
morning,  at  9  o'clock,  the  polls  closing  at  10.30. 
The  chair  appoints  as  tellers  for  the  election,  S. 
H.  Berry,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Charles  E.  Wright, 
of  Erie,  Pa. 

*  Mr.  Cutter's  paper  will  appear  io  a  later  number  of 
the  Library  Journal, 
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The  meeting  then  entered  upon  the  consider-  in  section  6  of  the  committee  report.      It  is  for 

ation  of  the  salce  of  having  a  definite  plan  that  this  has 

CO-OPERATIVE  CATALOGING.  ^^^  submitted  as  a  basis  for  our  discussion  at 

this  time.     It  has  come  to  our  knowledge  that 

Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson,  vice-president,  chair-  there  are  various  other  propositions  at  to  the 

man  of  the  Co-operation  Committee,  presided,  ways  by  which  the  thing  can  be  done  ;  e.g,,  by 

and  W.  J.  James  acted  as  recorder.  an  individual  great  library,  such  as  the  Library 

Dr.  Richardson  presented  the  of  Congress ;  or  it  might  be  undertaken  by  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  CO-OPERATION  COMMITTEE  method  proposed  by  Mr.  Brett  and  Mr.  Elmen- 

dorf.     I  have  also  received  a  note  from  Mr. 

as  printed  in  advance.  Bowker  on  the  possibility  of  commercial  organ- 

(See  p.  71.)  ization  of  the  same  work.     The  plan,  so  far  as 

He  then  reviewed  the  special  features  of  the  we  have  outlined  it,  is  given  in  the  committee 

report,  bringing  up  the  various  recommenda-  report. 

tions  of  the  committee  for  discussion  and  deci-  The  matter  of  adjustment  and  organization 

sion.  will  be  briefly  discussed  in  papers  by  two  or 

Recommendations  i,  2,  and  3  of  section  5  of  three  members  of  the  committee  before  throw- 

the  committee's  report,  regarding  the  relations  ing  it  open  to  general  discussion.     The  gist  of 

of  the  A.  L.  A.  with  the  Institut  International  de  the  thing  is  in  the  resolution  for  getting  some 

Bibliographie  and  with  international  co-opera-  way  of  reference  to  the  Executive  Board  for 

live  work,  were  reviewed,  and  Dr.  Richardson  constituting  a  proper  organization;  so  that  we 

said  :    In  connection  with  the  sixth  subject  —  get  at  something  definite.     Where  there  are  at 

co-operative  cataloging  — it  has  been  called  to  least  five  schemes  in  the  air,  we  want  some- 

my  attention  that  in  the  University  of  Illinois,  thing  which  shall  not  let  us  fall  between  the 

where  they  require  a  thesis  (similar  to  the  very  stools. 


report  on  adjustments  and  organization. 


good  ones  which  have  been  published  by  the  W.  C.  Lane  made  a 

State  Library  at  Albany),  two  of  these  for  this 

year  bear  upon  the  subject  of  our  cataloging  : 

**  International  bibliography,  co-operative  cata-  (^^^  P*  ^^'f 

loging,  and  printed  cards,  1850-1898,"  by  T.  T.  L.  Montgomery.  —  Has  any  comparison 

Jahr  and  A.  J.  Strohm  ;  and   "  Printed  cata-  been  made  as  to  the  relative  cost  of  cataloging 

log  cards  and  their  value,'*  by  Ida  E.  Sawyer,  under  the  old  system  and  under  the  printed 

In  connection  with  the  practicability  of  these  card  system  ?     It  seems  to  me  if  the  order  list 

for  our  work,   I   hope   we   shall   be   able    to  has  to  be   made  out,   sent  off,  and  received 

include  among  our  recommendations  one  to  the  again,  and   the  cards  compared  with  the  list, 

effect  that  some  way  be  found  of  printing  them  and  classification,  author  number  and  subject 

for  our  instruction,  and  I  hope  some  one  will  heading  put  upon  the  cards,  there  will  be  a 

move  to  refer  all   these  recommendations  to  very  small  margin   of  economy,  especially  if 

the  proper  committee  for  their  consideration  you  take  into  account  the  delay  there  will  be  in 

and  such  action  as  they  may  see  fit  to  take.  printing  the  cards. 

Voted^    That    the    recommendations  be  ap?  Chairman  Richardson.  —  This  is  very  much 

proved  and  referred  to  the  Council  for  con-  to  the  point,  and  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Andrews 

sideration  and  report.  will    have   something    to    say  about    it     We 

Chairman  Richardson.  —  Coming  to  the  mat-  thought,  however,  of  having  the  papers  first, 

ter    of    co-operative   cataloging,   it   has    been  and  letting  the  discussion  take  place  later, 

taken  up  by  the  Association  so  often  that  it  will  C.  W.  Andrews  gave  a  report  on 

not  be  necessary  now  to  go  into  detail  of  the  co-operative  cataloging:  estimate  of  cost. 

economic  wastefulness  of  duplicate  cataloging.  ,^    d  78  ) 
Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  matter 

this  year,  and   the   essence  of    the  combined  M""  ^'  ^'  ^ROEger  gave  a  report  on 

wisdom  of  the  committee,  with  such  advice  as  co-operative  cataloging  and  the  a.  l.  a. 

was  from  time  to  time  given  in  various  discus-  rules. 

sions,  is  embodied  in  the  two  recommendations  (See  p.  73.) 
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Miss  Nina  E.  Browne  spoke  on  closing  names  or  parts  of  names  supplied,  are 

a  great  help,  but  have  not  been  given  in  the 
present  series  of  periodical  cards.  The  brack- 
ets need  not  be  conspicuous.  Tiny  light-faced 
The  first  thing  we  realize  in  taking  up  these  brackets  placed  on  the  line  of  the  letters  en- 
cataloging  questions  is  the  failure  of  so  many  closed  will  answer  every  purpose, 
to  comprehend  the  difference  between  the  es-  Another  helpful  bit  of  information,  which 
sential  and  the  non-essential.  Uniformity  of  need  not  necessarily  be  printed,  is  giving  the 
indention,  fulness  of  entry,  order  of  imprint,  title-page  in  full.  Often  the  page  gives  the 
etc.,  are  in  reality  non-essentials,  yet  librarians  author's  name,  followed  by  the  names  of  two, 
have  said  that  co-operative  cards  cannot  be  or  three,  or  four  of  his  works.  Another  book 
used  in  their  libraries  because  they  are  not  uni-  gives  the  name  in  a  different  form,  but  followed 
form  with  the  forms  already  In  use.  by  "author  of"  with  two  or  three  titles,  per- 
'  The  use  of  a  pseudonym  on  the  co-operative  '  haps  the  same  as  on  the  first  book.  This  gives 
card  as  a  main  entry,  when  the  library  uses  the  the  clue  to  the  identity  of  the  author  of  the 
real  name,  or  the  use  of  a  nobleman's  title  when  two  books. 

the  library  uses  the  family  name,  may  possibly  In  a  library  where  the  books  can  be  referred 

be  real  obstacles,  yet  even  these  may  be  over-  to  this  information  is  not  necessary,  but  to  the 

come  by  a  believer  in  co-operative  work.  central  bureau  It  takes  the  place  of  the  books 

The  real  difficulty  in  using  such  a  card  is  in  and  can  be  referred  to  in  cases  of  doubt, 
filing  it  in  its  proper  place.  If  the  real  name  is  These  illustrations  show  some  of  the  special 
to  be  the  main  entry  and  the  card  uses  the  difficulties  which  we  have  at  present,  and 
pseudonym,  then  mark  it  in  some  conventional  perhaps  discussion  will  bring  out  more, 
way  so  that  the  card  may  be  filed  under  that  W.  I.  Fletcher.  —  I  suppose  no  member  of 
name  rather  than  under  the  usual  first  name  on  the  Association  has  watched  with  keener  inter- 
the  card,  /.^.,  Twain,  Mark  (pseud,  of  Clemens^  est  than  myself  our  progress  towards  a  meas- 
Samuel  Langhorne)\  file  under  Clemens.  ure  of  co-operative  cataloging  and  our  success, 
On  the  printed  cards  have  been  given  sug-  in  a  certain  measure.  It  is  interesting  to  ob- 
gestive  subject  headings,  a  non-essential  which  serve  that  we  seem  to  be  beginning  where  the 
is  a  stumbling-block  to  many  a  librarian,  be-  library  conference  in  1853  left  off;  and  yet 
cause  the  heads  suggested  do  not  harmonize  there  has  been  much  progress  in  that  time.  We 
with  those  already  in  use.  Why  not  treat  them  ought  to  recognize  how  much  we  owe  and  arc 
as  Charlotte  Perkins  Stetson  did  with  Prejudice  likely  to  owe  in  the  future  ttf  the  new  inven- 
in  her  poem  ? —  tions,  the  linotype  and  the  new  method  of 
**  I  walked  directly  through  it,  making  electroplates.  As  to  having  books 
As  if  it  wasn't  there."  cataloged  in  different  places,  it  is  really  won- 
In  revising  the  cataloging  rules,  the  differ-  derful  that  we  have  been  able  to  produce  as 
ence  between  a  written  and  a  printed  card  good  work  as  we  have  in  the  cards  for  serials, 
should  be  considered.  A  reason  which  holds  as  the  result  of  cataloging  work  done  in  five 
good  for  a  written  card  may  still  hold  good  for  different  libraries  and  adjusted  in  a  central 
just  the  opposite  usage  on  a  printed  card.  For  office.  We  have  achieved  fair  success  in  that, 
example:  The  A.  L.  A.  rules  give  the  place  but  in  order  to  get  best  results  the  work  should 
and  date  as  the  last  item  of  the  imprint,  that  po-  be  done,  from  first  to  last,  under  one  direc- 
sition  being  most  conspicuous.  The  printed  tion  of  authority.  It  is  impossible  to  have 
card  for  the  same  reason  gives  them  first  of  the  rules  so  exactly  defined,  and  so  exactly  un- 
imprint  items,  because  they  begin  a  new  line  derstood  by  different  people,  that  we  can 
and  the  type  is  champed.  get  sufficient  good  work  in  cataloging  in  differ- 
When  the  work  is  done  by  co-operating  libra-  ent  places,  and  then  have  it  brought  together 
ries  and  edited  at  a  central  bureau,  every  satisfactorily.  If  we  are  satisfied  with  some 
item  which  will  help  the  editor  should  be  given,  makeshift,  why  that  might  answer.  I  think 
One  great  difficulty  which  the  editor  encoun-  Mr.  Andrew's  opening  remark  is  one  we  should 
ters  is  that  of  identifying  authcis  of  articles  all  subscribe  to,  viz. :  "  If  it  is  going  to  be  done, 
indexed  by  different  libraries.     Brackets,  en«  we  want  it  done  in  the  best  possible  manner/* 
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Cannot  we  lay  it  down  as  a  first  principle  that  on  account  of  saving  in  administration  in  order 

we  must  have  this  work  done  as  well  as  it  can  to  provide  funds)  to  the  support  of  any  plan 

be,  and  for  that  purpose  the  cataloging  must  which  receives  the  sanction  of  the  wise  heads 

be  done  at  a  central  bureau.  of  the  Association  for  cutting  down  this  ex- 

E.  B.  Hunt.  —  The  material  or  data  which  pense.    The  difficulties  in  the  way  have  been 

would  be  perfectly  feasible  for  a  library  of  25,-  heretofore  in  finding  a  plan  allowing  libraries 

000  or  50,000  volumes  is  wholly  inadequate  for  to  get  the  cards  they  wanted  and  not  obliging 
one  of  400,000  or  more,  and  the  difficulty  is  that  them  to  pay  a  large  proportion  of  the  cost  of 
it  increases  in  proportion,  geometrically  or  other-  printing  the  cards  of  larger  libraries  in  which 
wise.  A  card  which  would  be  satisfactory  for  a  they  have  no  interest.  Something  should  be 
library  of  50,000  volumes  would  be  unsatisfac-  done  to  let  them  have  their  cards  and  perfectly 
tory  for  larger  libraries  ;  but  all  possible  data  correct  information.  It  seems  to  me  the  action 
required  for  the  books  can  do  no  harm  in  the  taken  by  this  Association  should  be  to  arrange 
very  smallest  library,  and  therefore  I  believe  for  some  practical  test  by  which  certain  libra- 
the  very  highest  standard  should  be  adopted,  ries,  buying  practically  the  same  books,  should 
not  only  one  that  will  give  a  fair  amount  of  in-  contribute  on  some  plan  which  may  be  devised, 
formation,  but  one  that  will  give  all  informa-  and  allow  those  who  could  use  the  cards  to  take 
tion  possible.  It  is  an  awful  thing  to  contem-  them  the  first  year  to  get  some  test  made  of 
plate  a  change  which  affects  2,500,000  cards,  the  experiment. 

and,  inasmuch  as  in  our  own  library  we  have  S.   H.   Berry.  —  On  behalf  of    one  of  the 

our  own  cards,  which  are  fairly  satisfactory,  smaller  libraries,  I  wish  to  say  we  do  want  the 

1  don't  see  how  it  is  possible  for  the  Boston  very  best  work  that  can  be  had.  The  smaller 
Public  Library  to  go  into  this  scheme  very  libraries  want  the  best  work  that  can  be  had, 
largely.  If  there  could  be  some  understand-  though  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  pledge  our 
ing  by  which  the  larger  libraries  might  have  library  board  to  any  definite  support. 

these  books  and  analyze  them,  there  is  a  field  T.  L.  Montgomery.  —  I  don't  think  there  is 

in  which  the  want  might  be  met.  any    library-  which    would    subscribe   to    the 

W.  H.  Brett.  —  I  have  been  much  interested  scheme  sooner  than  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 

in  listening  to  Mr.  Hunt's  remarks,  because  he  delphia.     In  fact,  I  am  sure  we  will  heartily 

is  connected  with  a  library  which  has  the  lar-  support  it ;  but  it  seems  to  me  details  would 

gest  and  best  equipped  printing  establishment  have  to  be  worked  out  very  closely  to  save  ten 

in  the  country.     My  belief  has  been  that  the  cents.    Of  course  the  plate  is  a  great  advantage* 

most  practical  co-operation  would  be  a  money  Mblvil  Dewey.  —  It  is  quite  clear  that  we 

subscription  to  the  central  bureau,  at  which  the  want  better  cataloging.    We  have  talked  about 

work  could  be  done.  it  for  25  years.    It  appeals  to  trustees  and  busi- 

W.  I.  Fletcher.  —  It  seems  to  me  there  is  ness  men  more  than  anything  you  can  suggest, 

one  aspect  of  this  matter  which  is  being  over-  Even  if  we  are  mistaken  as  to  the  amount  of 

looked.    I  am  not  quite  ready  to  follow  Mr.  saving,  I  think  it  would  appeal  to  them.    We 

Hunt  in  saying  the  small  library  does  not  want  shall  have  to  have  a  simple  catalog,  and  If  we 

what  the  larger  one  does.     We  could  not  bene-  are  going   to  do  the  thing,  we  shall  have  to 

fit  the  library  work  of  the  country  more  than  have  it  done  in  the  best  way.     I  would  like  a 

by  bringing  to  the  catalogs  of  the  small  libra-  show  of  hands  or  a  rising  vote:   first,  as  to 

ries  these  best-of-all  cards.   If  we  can  start  such  those  who  feel  pretty  sure  they  will  enter  sub- 

a  movement  it  will  be  the  same  as  if  we  put  stantially  upon  this  matter;  second,  as  to  those 

the  best  catalog  in    the    country    into    these  who  think  they  will  be  able  to  support  it.     If 

small  libraries.      We  shall  be   doing  a  great  there  are  only  three  or  four  who  would  take  it 

benefit.  up,  it  would  be  a  little  discouraging;  if  we  find 

H.  L.  Elmendorf.  —  It  is  hardly  necessary  tea,  twelve,  or  thirteen,  it  would  give  us  all 

for  me  to  state  my  interest  in  this  matter.     I  new  courage.    We  don't  want  to  talk  it  out 

don't  think  we  can  be  called  economists  until  now  and  stop  here ;  we  have  talked  it  over  for 

we  stop  the  present  great  waste  in  cataloging.  25  years.     The  essential  thing  is  to  find  out 

I  can  pledge  the  Buffalo  Library  (of  course  with  how  many  will  join.     If  we  can  get  enough  to 

the  consent  of  my  board,  of  which  I  am  sure,  settle  the  thing,  then  let  us  start  the  machinery 
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and  let  each  go  in  enthasia^^tically  and  try  and  ter  conld  be  presented  to  mj  board  of  trustees 

make  it  a  success.  with  success;  and  while  I  don't  feel  like  pledg* 

Chairman  Richardson.  —  How  many  could  ing  them,  I  think  there  is  little  doubt  of  it. 

probably  use  these  cards  if  they  could  order  Chairman  Richardson.  —  How    many   will 

what  they  want,  with  information  enough  on  present  the  matter  to  their  trustees  in  pretty 

them  ?  good  hope  that  it  will  be  agreed  to  ?    lo. 

W.  H.  Brrtt.  —  May  I  suggest  you  ask  first,  Mrlvil  Drwrt.  —  I  move  that  we  request 

how  many  would  probably  take  the  entire  set  ?  the   Executive  Board  to  put  this  co-operative 

Chairman    Richardson.  —  We    don't    want  machinery  into  execution  at  once.    We  have 

anybody  to  take  the  entire  set  unless  they  wish,  had  enough  responses  to  show  that  it  can  be 

Melvil  Dewey.  —  Let's  have  a  show  of  carried  through.  Voted, 
hands  on  it.  It  won't  take  over  three  seconds  C.  W.  Andrews.  —  Probably  the  John  Crerar 
to  see,  and  otherwise  it  might  take  an  hour  to  Library  is  more  interested  than  any  other  in 
discuss  it.  I  should  think  a  complete  set  a  the  question  of  type  and  style.  If  we  could  in- 
cheap  investment,  as  a  bibliographical  aid,  duce  the  Association  in  any  way  to  follow  our 
giving  a  list  of  the  rare  books.  Many  would,  lead,  or  rather  Harvard's  lead,  if  they  would 
no  doubt,  buy  these  cards  so  that  they  could  adopt  anything  which  would  work  in  well  with 
have  such  a  supplementary  bibliographical  list,  the  present  linotype,  we  would  be  glad  to  pre- 

Chairman  Richardson.  —  How  many  libra-  sent  to  this  Association  copies  of  our  linotypes, 

ries  think   it  would   be  valuable  to  take  the  We  could  start  with  30,000  titles,  covering  the 

whole  series  ?    8.  last  five  years. 

Melvil  Dewey.  —  Let  us  vote  on  how  many  W.  C.  Lane.  —  This  is  entirely  too  large  a 

will  take  what  they  want.  subject  for  the  Publishing  Section  alone,  as  at 

W.  C.  Lane.  —  When  you  put  that  vote  you  present  constituted,  to  handle.    When    it    is 

had  better  mention  a  maximum  price.     How  taken  up  by  them  and  discussed,  I  shall  prob- 

many  libraries  would  subscribe  if  the  cards  are  ably  recommend  them  to  appoint  a  committee 

not  over  ten  cents  i  to  co-operate  with  them,  on  which  committee 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  Sixteen  subscribers  would  the  libraries  already  using  printed  cards  would 

give  us  cards  at  five  cents.  be  represented.     I  am  very  much  encouraged 

Chairman    Richardson.  —  How    many   are  at  the  large  number  who  state  that  they  would 

there  here  who  think  they  could  use  these  titles  be  glad  to  take  the  printed  cards  if  they  might 

on  the  basis  of  five  cents  maximum  — only  the  select  what  they  wanted.     I  would  like  to  call 

titles  they  want  ?    54*  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  the  Publishing 

Melvil  Dewey.  —  How  many  librarians  are  Board  is  now  printing  cards  for  the  articles  in 

there  here  who,  without  pledging  their  trustees  a  considerable  number  of  periodicals,  some  of 

or  board,  are  pretty  sure  they  could  join  with  which  are  wholly  special  in  their  nature,  and 

the  co-operating  librari<?s?  naturally  most  of  us  don't  want  them;  but  the 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  The   question   really  is,  list  includes  a  great  number  of  serials  and  peri- 
how  many  libraries  are  willing  to  make  a  pre-  odicals  which  are  found  in  all  libraries,  and  I 
paid  subscription  for  the  work  the  first  year,  at  have  wondered  why  more  don't  subscribe  to 
the  highest  price,  until  the  thing  goes  through  ?  them. 
I  think  trustees  might  hesitate,  as  it  were,  to  Adjourned  at  5.15  p.m. 
make  a  subvention  to  the  Association,  or  a  gift 

outright,  to  be  returned  later,  but  they  would  SEVENTH  SESSION. 

not  hesitate  to  authorize  the  subscription  and  (Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College, 

prepayment  to  the  bureau,  which  would  let  it  Tuesday  Morning,  June  12.) 

go  through,  with  the  understanding  that  if  for  ^he  meeting  wa.  caUed  to  order  by  Presl- 

any  reason  we  ran  against  a  snag  they  might  j^„,  Thwaites  at  10.30  a.m. 
get  a  fair  proportion  of  their  money  back. 

Chairman  Richardson.  —  How  many  libra-  amendment  to  constitution. 

ries  think  they  would  stand  behind  a  subscrip-  Secretary  Carr.  —  The  Council  recommends 

tion  at  a  higher  price,  so  as  to  secure  success  ?  to  the  Association  the  adoption  of  the  following 

H.  L.  Elmendorf. —  I,  for  one,  think  the  mat-  amendment  to  the  constitution: 
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Amend  Section  17  by  striking  out  the  words 

*'of  the  Association  "  where  they  occur  in  the 

ninth  line  thereof,  so  that  the  section  shall 

read: 

§  17.  Duties,  The  council  shall  adopt  by- 
laws for  the  association.  It  shall  nominate  of- 
ficers of  the  association  and  trustees  of  the  en- 
dowment fund,  and  shall  include  on  a  printed 
ballot  other  nominations  filed  with  the  secretary 
by  five  members  of  the  association  24  hours  be- 
fore the  election.  It  may,  by  a  two-thirds 
vote,  establish  sections  of  the  association. 
It  may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  promulgate 
recommendations  relating  to  library  matters, 
and  no  resolutions  except  votes  of  thanks  and 
on  local  arrangements  shall  be  otherwise  pro- 
mulgated. 

President  Thwaitks.  —  Under  the  constitu- 
tion this  amendment  will  have  to  come  up  one 
year  hence  for  ratification,  due  notice  being 
given  by  the  secretary  before  next  year's  meet- 
ing.    Voted. 

INVITATION  FOR   I903. 

Secretary  Carr  announced  from  the  Los  An- 
geles Public  Library  and  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Los  Angeles  an  invitation  to  the 
American  Library  Association  to  hold  its  meet- 
ing for  1903  in  Los  Angeles.  Voted ^  That  the 
Association  express  its  thanks  to  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Los  Angeles  Public  Library  for 
the  extension  of  this  invitation. 

F.  M.  Crundrn  presented  the 

REPORT  OF  COlililTTBE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

/Resolved,  That  the  gratitude  of  this  Associa- 
tion be  expressed  to  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  for 
a  munificence  without  parallel  toward  public  li- 
braries, in  their  establishment,  extension,  and 
maintenance.  Mr.  Carnegie  ever  bestows  his 
benefactions  with  wisdom  as  well  as  with  a  lav- 
ish hand,  seeking  to  enlist  public  co-operation 
with  his  personal  initiative;  and,  as  far  as  the 
pressure  of  his  labors  may  permit,  he  follows 
with  paternal  interest  and  aids  by  sagacious 
counsels  the  fortunes  6f  the  many  foundations 
which  have  risen  from  his  bounty.  And  be- 
yond the  broad  bounds  of  his  own  large  gifts 
he  has  been  happy  in  impressing  other  gener- 
ous men  with  the  conviction  that  no  benefaction 
has  worthier  or  more  abundant  fruit  than  a 
public  library  judiciously  planned  and  wisely 
administered. 

Voted^  by  a  rising  vote. 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associ- 
ation desires  to  place  on  record  this  expression 
of  sincere  thanks  to  McGill  University  and  to 
the  other  institutions  and  individuals  who  have 
co-operated  in  the  cordial  reception  tendered  to 
the  Association  during  its  conference  in  Mon- 
treal, which  combined  in  so  happy  a  manner 
French  graciousness  with  British  heartiness: 


To  Principal  Peterson,  the  Governor  and 
Fellows  of  the  University  and  the  affiliated  col- 
leges, for  their  warm  welcome  and  the  gener- 
ous hospitality  which  not  only  provided  suit- 
able places  of  meeting  but  also  carefully  looked 
after  the  material  comfort  of  their  numerous 
guests; 

To  Librarian  Gould,  for  his  untiring  and  suc- 
cessful efforts  for  the  welfare  and  enjoyment  of 
every  member; 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Westmount  Public 
Library  and  the  Mayor  and  Council  of  West- 
mount,  for  the  delightful  afternoon  reception 
in  their  beautiful  library  grounds; 

To  the  Committee  and  Librarian  of  the  Bar  of 
Montreal  for  the  entertainment  and  instruction 
derived  from  our  visit  to  their  interesting  li- 
brary; to  the  Hon.  Justice  Baby  and  the  Nu- 
mismatic and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Montreal, 
for  the  greatly  appreciated  opportunity  to  view 
the  quaint  Chateau  de  Ramezay  and  the  valu- 
able collections  therein  contained; 

To  the  Montreal  Royal  Golf  Club  and  to  the 
Dean  and  Faculty  of  the  College  of  Medicine, 
for  their  courteous  invitations; 

To  the  Rev.  Arthur  Edward  Jones,  S.  J. ,  Li- 
brarian and  Archivist,  for  the  remarkable  ex- 
hibition of  manuscripts  and  rare  books  illustra- 
tive of  the  history  of  New  France,  particularly 
of  the  work  of  the  Jesuits  therein,  loaned  from 
the  archives  of  the  College  of  St.  Mary;  and  to 
the  Hon.  Justice  Baby,  Mr.  J.  B.  Learmont, 
and  Mr.  W.  D.  Lighthall,  for  the  loan  of  old 
and  valuable  books  which  enhanced  the  interest 
of  the  collection. 

To  the  Hon.  Senator  and  Mrs.  Drummond, 
Mr.  James  Ross,  Sir  William  and  Lady  Van 
Home,  and  the  Montreal  Art  Association,  for 
extending  to  our  members  the  privilege  of  their 
galleries  of  artistic  treasures ;  and  to  our  hosts  in 
general  for  the  various  delightful  excursions 
and  social  functions  provided  for  our  enter- 
tainment. 

While  the  Montreal  Conference  will  be  noted 
in  the  annals  of  the  Association  for  large  at- 
tendance, profitable  papers  and  discussions,  and 
important  action,  as  our  first  meeting  on  Can- 
adian soil  it  will  be  especially  memorable  for 
the  hospitality  of  our  brethren  of  the  Domin- 
ion, whose  fraternal  regard  we  so  heartily  re- 
ciprocate. 

Votedt  by  a  rising  vote. 

S.  H.  Berry,  on  behalf  of  the  tellers,  an- 
nounced the 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  was  reported  as 
follows: 

President:  Henry  J.  Carr,  107. 

1st  Vice-president:  Dr.  Ernest  C.  Richardson, 

115. 
2d  Vice-president:  Mrs.  S.  C.  Fairchild,  114. 
Secretary:  Frederick  W.  Faxon,  116. 
Recorder:  Helen  E.  Haines,  114. 
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Treasurer:  Gardner  M.  Jones,  Ii6. 

Trustee  of  Endowment  Fund:  George  W. 
Williams,  82. 

A,  L.  A.  Council:  Charles  C.  Soule,  113; 
Charles  H.  Gould,  iii;  James  K.  Hosmer,  109; 
Herbert  Putnam,  107;  Miss  Caroline  M.  Hew- 
ins,  104;  Miss  Katherine  L.  Sharp,  104;  James 
L.  Whitney,  104;  Frank  P.  Hill,  103;  George 
lies,  loi. 

W.  J.  Jamks. — There  should  be  some  vote 
determining  the  election  of  the  Council:  five 
members  are  to  be  elected  for  five  years,  one 
for  four  years,  one  for  three,  and  so  on.  Two 
or  three  have  the  same  number  of  votes,  and  I 
therefore  move  that  the  Executive  Board  settle 
the  term  of  office  for  the  members  so  tied. 
Voted, 

Adjournment  was  taken  at  11.40,  subject  to 
the  further  call  of  the  chair. 


The  final  session  of  the  Montreal  Conference 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  June  16, 
on  board  the  steamer  Canada,  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  at  9.20  p.m.  by  President 


Thwaitbs,  and  Secretary  Carr  presented  the 
following  supplementary 

RBSOLUTIONS  OF  THANKS. 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Associ- 
ation tenders  its  sincere  thanks  to  J.  D. 
Guay,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  Chicoutimi,  P.  Q.,  for 
his  kindly  courtesy  toward  the  Association 
upon  the  occasion  of  its  recent  visit  to  that 
picturesque  community;  to  President  William 
Wood,  and  other  members  of  the  Literary  and 
Historical  Society  of  Quebec,  for  their  cordial 
hospiulity  during  the  Association's  visit  to 
the  places  of  historic  interest  In  and  around 
Quebec;  to  the  Richelieu  &  Ontario  Naviga- 
tion Co.,  and  its  representatives  upon  the 
steamers  Canada  and  Carolina,  for  their  admir- 
able treatment  of  the  Association  party  from 
beginning  to  end  of  the  journey;  and  particu- 
larly to  Mr.  C.  H.  Gould,  librarian  of  McGill 
University  Library,  for  his  unwearied  efforts 
on  behalf  of  this  post-conference  tour,  which 
largely  owing  to  his  superior  management  and 
constant  thoughtfulness  has  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  rising 

vote;  and  the  22d  general  conference  of  the 

American    Library  Association  was  declared 

adjourned. 


COLLEGE   AND   REFERENCE   SECTION. 

r\^   Friday  morning,  June  8,  a  meeting  of  ordinary  running  hand.     If  you  have  plenty  of 

^^^    the  College  Section  was  held,  devoted  to  time  the  disjointed  hand  is  the  best,  if  not 

consideration  of  phases  of  College  and  Reference  anything  that  will  get  you  there  is  best,  even 

Work,  a  running  hand.     The  conundrum  Is:  "What 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.45  in  is  a  pamphlet?" 

one  of   the  lecture   halls  of  the  Presbyterian  W.  I,  Flbtcher. — I  would  like  to  ask  if  we 

College,  McGill  University,  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Rich-  can't  have  discussion  immediately  after  the  read- 

ARDSON,  chairman.  ing  of  each  paper?    It  would  be  much  better  to 

Dr.  E.C.  Richardson.  —  While  the  members  allow  a  proper  amount  of  time  for  immediate 

are  coming  in  let  me  offer  you  three  things :   An  discussion  of  each  subject  after  the  paper. 


The  chairman   ruled  that  discussion  might 
follow  each  paper. 
J.  T.  GsROULD  read  a  paper  on 

THE  CARS  OF   SERIAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

(5>^p.  44.) 

S.  H.  Berry.  —  It  seems  to  me  better  to  leave 
periodicals  and  continuations  on  the  shelves, 
because  they  are  easier  to  be  got  at  when 
one  would  walk  fast,  but  his  dignity  would  not  wanted.  And  I  also  find  it  an  advantage  to 
let  him  run,  the  third  could  run  in  case  of  an  have  a  linen  tape  to  tie  them  with  before  they 
emergency.  The  one  who  could  run  got  there,  go  to  the  bindery  so  that  they  won't  get  creased, 
the  others  didn't.  The  moral  of  this  is,  that  E.  C.  Richardson.  —  I  was  just  going  to  ask 
there  is  a  disjointed  hand,  a  library  hand,  and  an     Dr.  Billings  what  it  has  been  possible  for  him 


observation,  a  parable,  and  a  conundrum.  The 
observation  is  this,  that  the  library  profession 
is  not  a  profession  in  the  sense  of  law  and  med- 
icine, but  is  a  profession  in  the  sense  of  teach- 
ing, comprising,  as  it  does,  all  grades  from  the 
primary  school  to  the  teaching  of  lawyers 
and  doctors.  The  parable  Is  this  :  There  were 
three  librarians  who  started  out  to  catch  a 
train;  one  had  too  much  dignity  to  walk  fast, 
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to  do  in  this  connection  at   the    New    York  first  place,  the  scheme  being  just  started,  the 

Public  Library.  record    opens  with  a  schedule  of    what   the 

Dr.  John  S.  Billings.  —  We  receive    about  library  already  has;  as  successive  parts  come 

3500  periodicals,  and  they  are  all  kept  in  the  peri-  in  record  is  made  of  these  parts,  and  if  any 

odical  room  until  the  volume  is  completed,  or  number  is  discovered  to  be  missing  a  request  is 

until  it  is  definitely  ascertained  that  it  is  not  sent  for  that  number  in  acknowledging  the  gift, 

going  to  be  completed,  and  from  this  they  go  to  One  other  point  I  would  like  to  ask   Mr. 

the  binder,  with  the  exception  of  the  reports  of  Gerould  a  little  further  about.     I  do  not  quite 

various  institutes,  etc.,   which  are  treated  as  understand  in  what  cases  he  made  entry  on  the 

Mr.  Gerould  has  suggested.      We  index  about  cards  in  the  catalog  of  independent  numbers. 

700  of  our  periodicals,  and  for  this   we   use  I  think  it  better  to  avoid  entering  upon  cata- 

cards  upon  which  is  stamped  a  statement  that  log  cards  independent  numbers,  or  numbers  of 

this  is  a  magazine  article  and  that  the  reader  current  continuations,   so  as  to  avoid   either 

should  call  for  the  magazine.  taking  the  cards  out  or  meddling  with  the  cat- 

S.  H.  Berry.  —  There  is  another  point,  the  alog. 
advantage  of  arranging  periodicals  in  just  the  J.  T.  Gbrould.  —  We  enter  everything  ex- 
same  order  that  they  are  arranged  in  **  Poole's  cept  what  is  known  ordinarily  as  a  periodical 
index."  It  is  a  great  disadvantage  when  attend-  on  the  supplementary  card  in  the  catalog, 
ants  waiting  upon  the  public  are  unable  to  find  This  supplementary  card  is  arranged  in  such  a 
the  previous  issue  of  a  periodical,  and  to  know  way  that  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  main  en- 
just  where  to  find  them  is  a  great  help.  We  try  and  can  be  removed  more  easily,  and  it  will 
have  also  indexed  many  technical  works,  not  easily  go  back  in  its  place.  We  do  not  use  the 
included  in  the  general  indexes,  but  we  arrange  card  for  monthly  publications  and  quarterly 
them  in  the  same  way,  except  they  are  not  in  publications,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  but  we 
the  catalog  and  another  set  of  indexes  are  kept  should  use  it  for  reports  of  societies,  state  re- 
separate  for  them.  ports  and  publications  of  that  nature. 

W.C.Lane.  —  Some  one  has  said  that  instead  C.  K.  Bolton.  —  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 

of  scattering  all  loose  articles  which  relate  to  Gerould  what  he  does  in  the  case  of  annuals  ? 

one  subject  it  is  better  to  bring  them  together  We  have  had  two  or  three  cases  lately,  as  I 

into  one  place.     I  approve  of  that  scheme  and  suppose  every  library  has,  where  annuals  do 

have  applied  that  plan  myself.      It  is  better  to  not  come.     In  one  case  an  annual  came  in  just 

bring  them  together  in  one  collection,  as  it  a  month  before  the  next  issue  was  due. 

gives  the  special  student  the  advantage  of  see-  S.  H.  Berry. — I  find  it  is  useful  to  go  through 

ing  most  of  the  special  periodicals,  and  at  the  our  lists  and  find  out  what  is  due  about  a  cer- 

same  time  there  is  an  important  end   to  be  tain  time,  and  if  it  is  overdue  to  send  a  postal 

gained  by  bringing  the  periodicals  together  so  card.     I  allow  a  couple  of  weeks  for  receiving 

that  elementary  students  and  students  in  other  overdue  papers  or  periodicals,  and  if  they  don't 

fields  may  see  what  they  are,  and  get  an  idea  arrive,  I  then  send  out  a  notice  calling  atten- 

of  what  others  are  doing.     One  other  thing  tion  to  the  fact. 

Mr.  Gerould  noticed  is  the  asking  for  missing  F.  B.  Gay.  —  I  hoped  that  Mr.  Gerould  would 
numbers  and  the  method  of  their  record.  We  tell  us  something  of  how  the  large  libra- 
have  a  plan,  which  has  now  been  in  operation  ries  collect  title-pages  and  indexes.  We 
for  over  a  year,  and  we  find  it  works  well.  We  waste  money  and  time,  which  is  more  than 
ask  for  missing  numbers  at  the  time  the  ac-  money,  in  getting  title-pages  and  indexes 
knowledgments  are  sent  for  gifts — of  course  I  from  foreign  publishers.  Those  publishers 
am  not  speaking  of  current  periodicals  sub-  take  our  money  in  advance,  thus  with  a  con- 
scribed  for,  but  society  reports,  and  state  re-  tract  implied  that  they  will  furnish  us  complete 
ports,  and  publications  which  are  received  con-  volumes,  and  you  sometimes  cannot  get  the 
stantly  by  gift.  We  have  lately  developed  a  title-page  and  index  without  paying  a  consid- 
series  of  cards  for  recording  such  publications,  erable  sum.  I  would  urge  the  American  Library 
the  cards  for  books  being  somewhat  different  Association  to  start  a  crusade  against  these 
from  those  for  the  periodicals  or  continuations,  publishers  and  compel  them  to  furnish  us,  with- 
We  find  them  a  great  convenience.     In  the  out  so  much  added  trouble  and  expense,  with 
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the  title-paget  and  indexes  of  the  periodicals  advance  that  you  want  these  title-pages,  and 

that  we  purchase  from  them.    Take  for  instance  that  you  must  have  them  if  he  expects  to  be 

the  Antiquarian  —  you  see  in  the   March  or  paid  for  his  periodicals  ? 

April  number  that  the  title-pages  or  indexes  of  Miss  E.  E.  Clarke.  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the 

such  a  year  in  the  past  will  be  sent  on  the  way  in  which  the  Association  could  bring  the 

receipt  of  twopence.      It  will  cost  you  at  least  most  influence  to  bear  upon  publishers  is  by 

five  cents  to  send  for  It,  and  it  will  talce  perhaps  each  member  individually  writing  to  the  pub- 

a  dollar's  worth  of  time  before  you  get  it.  lisher  and  finding  out  if  there  is  no  title-page  or 

Mr.  Flbtchbr.  —  I  wonder  what  the  Colum-  index.  I  have  in  mind  at  the  present  moment 
bia  University  Library  does  about  its  own  the  case  of  Harpers*  Bazar ^  which  has  changed 
university  publications.  I  remember  writ-  its  form  from  a  folio  to  an  ordinary  octavo  in 
ing  to  the  publishers  and  there  was  -no  re-  the  middle  of  a  volume.  This,  I  think,  is  a 
sponse.  but  I  supposed  that  there  had  been  no  much  more  serious  matter  than  difficulties  with 
title-pages  and  indexes  prepared.  Another  title-pages  or  indexes,  and  I  would  like  to  in- 
time  I  wrote  to  another  publisher  on  the  sub-  quire  how  many  libraries  have  done  what  I 
ject,  and  he  replied  that  there  was  no  index  have  not  done,  written  to  the  publishers,  com- 
prepared  for  the  volumes  in  question,  but  re-  plaining  of  this  and  calling  their  attention  to 
ferred  me  to  one  of  the  professors  of  the  col-  the  fact  that  it  is  a  bad  thing  for  the  Batar, 
lege,  who  replied  that  for  the  university  he  had  A  show  of  hands  demonstrated  that  four  of 
typewritten  tables  of  the  contents  and  that  he  those  present  had  entered  such  complaint, 
advised  me  to  do  the  same.    I  did  it.  Charles  Martbl.  —  It  has  not  infrequently 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  I  would  like  to  add  a  happened  that  I  have  had  a  volume  of  a  peri- 
word  to  what  Mr.  Fletcher  has  said.  I  have  in  odical  supposedly  with  the  title-page  missing 
my  mind  at  the  moment  the  name  of  the  firms  and  with  the  index  missing  also,  and  have  ac- 
of  P.  S.  King  &  Co.  and  the  Macmillan  Co.  cidentally  found  these  to  be  in  the  last  issue 
If  yon  want  a  title-page  or  an  index  from  them  somewhere,  but  not  at  the  end  nor  at  the  be- 
you  have  generally  got  to  write  for  it  every  ginning.  The  person  in  charge  of  the  periodi- 
time,  and  they  won't  take  a  general  sutement  cals  had  simply  missed  finding  them, 
that  when  you  order  the  periodicals  you  always  T.  L.  Montgomery.  —  This  question  of  in- 
want  the  indexes  and  title-pages.  You  have'to  dexes  is  apparently  an  interesting  one,  but, 
ask  for  each  one  separately.  with  the  class  of  indexes  that  we  are  at  present 

Mr.  Bolton.  —  I  once  spoke  to  a  New  York  getting,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  volume  is 

publisher  about  this  matter,  and  he  said  that  quite  as  complete  without  an  index  as  with  one. 

nine-tenths  of  the  people  who  read  the  maga-  If  the  American  Library  Association  could  do 

zines  never  looked   at  the  indexes,  and  that  anything  to  have  the  quality  of  indexes  im- 

therefore  it  was  of  no  interest  to  them  whether  proved,  it  would  be  doing   something  much 

there  was  an  index  or  not.  more  effective  than  complaining  of  their  unsat- 

A.  H.  Hopkins.  —  I  wonder  if  something  could  isfactory  delivery, 

not  be  done  to  induce  publishers  to  send  title-  Mrs.  M.  C.  Spencer.  —  In  regard  to  writing  to 

pages  in  a  proper  way.     They  generally  send  publishers,  I  have  written  many  appealing  let- 

them  rolled  up  in  soft  paper,  and  as  they  are  ters,  full  of  pathos  and  sentiment,  and  I  have 

not  carefully  handled  in  transit  they  are  not  in  never  received  any  response  except  perhaps  a 

very  good  shape  to  put  in  the  volume  when  card  saying  that  there  was  no  title-page  or 

we  receive  them.  index.     I  do  not  think  you  can  work  on  the 

Mr.  Gay.  —  Why  could  we  not  try  to  boycott  sympathies  of  publishers, 

offending  publishers,  and  say  that  we  won't  sub-  Johnson  Brigham.  —  I  do  not  think  an  indi- 

scribe  to  their  periodicals  unless  they  furnish  vidual  protest  amounts  to  much.     Three  men 

us  properly  with  title-pages  ?    This  ought  to  be  may  go  out  from  any  legislative  assembly  and 

effective.  go  away  and  keep  on  talking  individually,  and 

Miss  I.  E.  Lord. —  Don't  you  think  it  would  be  their  talk  will  not  amount  to  much ;  but  if  they 

better,  before  paying  the  bill  for  periodicals,  to  go  out  as  a  company  or  an  association  ^nd  then 

get  all  the  title-pages,  etc.,  that  are  wanted,  and  go  back  as  representatives  of  that  association 

if  you  get  them  through  an  agent  to  tell  him  in  they  will  be  heard.      Now  I  think  we  might 
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learn  a  lesson  from  the  politicians  and  tend  a  log  is  a  substitute  for  the  alphabetical  subject 

joint  and  united  request  rather  than  keep  on  catalog,  and  I  believe  that  most  of  the  Library 

writing  individually  and  waiting  indefinitely  Association  think  that  it  is  a  rather  bad  substi- 

for  a  response.  tute.     Our  own  experience  has  been  directly  to 

Dr.  Richardson.  —  Certainly,  we  shall  make  the  contrary.     We  have  a  very  wide  range  of 

a  united  protest  through  the  committee  on  this  reading,  and  the  readers  in  all  circles  find  the 

snbject,  of  which  Mr.  Fletcher  is  chairman.  classed  catalog  easy  to  understand  and  easy  to 

Dr.  Stkinkr.  —  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  use.  Still  it  is  not  complete  without  the  sub- 
point  which  should  have  been  noted  before,  ject  index.  You  all  know  that  I  am  in  favor 
It  is  the  diabolical  habit  of  some  publishers  of  the  printed  cards,  and  it  Is  the  printed 
of  preparing  American  editions  of  English  card  which  makes  it  possible,  without  too  great 
periodicals  under  different  dates.  The  Strand  expense,  to  have  these  three  forms  in  our  cata- 
does  this,  and  there  are  several  others,  but  log.  You  will  find  our  solution  of  the  problem 
CasselVs  Family  Maganm  and  the  Illustrated  in  the  sample  catalog  which  is  on  exhibition  in 
London  News,  I  believe,  do  not.  There  are,  the  library  collection,  and  I  think  will  find 
however,  several  others  which  are  very  nearly  suflScient  detail  given  there, 
as  bad  in  giving  the  same  date  to  numbers  that  The  other  point  on  which  I  wish  to  speak  is 
do  not  contain  the  same  material  at  all.  one  where  I  differ  with  Mr.  Van  Duzee.     I  do 

E.  P.  Van  Duzeb  read  a  paper  on  not  believe  that  perfectly  open  shelves  in  a 

REFERENCE  WORK  IN  THE  GROSVENOR  LIBRARY.*  ^^^^"^  Collection    of    books   is  advaUtagCOUS   tO 

the  reader.    Miss  Lord's  paper  has  brought  out 

Miss  Isabel  Ely  Lord  read  a  paper  on  ^^^  matter  so  well  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 

THE  college  vs.  tTNiVERSiTY  UBRARY.  ^wcll  upon  it.    There  is  great  danger  of  an  in- 
experienced reader  being  misled  by  out-of-date 

{.See  p.  45.)  books,  and   where  a  great  amount  of  time  is 

Dr.  Richardson.  —  We  have  among  us  to-  sp^ni  in  securing  the  best  books  they  should  be 

day  Mr.  Andrews,  of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  shelved  in  a  way  to  emphasize  the  distinction 

Mr.  Andrews  represents  one  of  those  libraries  between  them  and  the  great  majority  of  works 

alluded  to  by  Mr.  Van  Duzee,  and  I  want  Mr.  in  a  library.    Therefore,  I  believe  that  Mr. 

Andrews  to  make  a  few  remarks.  Foster's  plan  of  a  standard  library  is  a  better 

Mr.  Andrews.  —  It  is  true  that  I    am    in  solution  of  the  problem  than  unrestricted  ac- 

charge  of  one  of  the  few  libraries  similar  to  cess  to  the  shelves.      It  is  in  that  line  that  we 

the  Grosvenor  Library,  but  while  the  scope  of  are  working  at  the  John  Crerar  Library.     I 

such  libraries  is  rather  limited,  they  present  would  like  to  have  something  like  10,000  vol- 

just  the  same  problems  and  they  cater  to  nearly  umes  of  the  best  books  in  the  library  made 

the  same  classes  of  the  population  as  the  more  available  to  the  public  without  the  slightest 

general  libraries.    This  fact  leaves  me  in  the  formality;  then  we  would  not  have  to  answer 

position  of  the  man  in  the  House  of  Commons  Jq  detail  the  question,  •*  What  do  you  consider 

who    always    rose    and    said    ••  ditto    to    Mr.  the  best  books  on  botany?"  or '* the  best  refer- 

Burke."    As  I  listened  to  Mr.  Van  Duzee's  ence  books  on  zo6logy?"  but  simply  send  pco- 

paper,  I   noted  that  it  gave  as  much  infor-  pie  to  the  shelves  to  find  out  for  themselves, 

mation  about  the  reference  work  of  the  John  We  have  prepared  a  bulletin,  the  first  printed 

Crerar  Library  as  it  did  about  that  of  the  f  jom  our  electrotypes  of  titles  used  in  the  card 

Grosvenor.      Still  there    are    two    points    on  catalog,  giving  this  collection  as  it  stands  at 

which  I  would  like  to  lay  a  little  additional  em-  present.      It  is  expressly  stated  in  the  preface, 

phasis,  as  I  think  that  they  are  of  special  im-  however,  that  this  edition  is  issued  only  to  ob- 

portance.  tain  criticisms  and  suggestions  for  the  improve- 

The  first  is  one  of  cordial  agreement  with  xatuX  of   the  collection.     We  hope  that  the 

Mr.  Van  Duzee's  statement  that  no  library  is  second  edition  will  contain  the  best  3000  vol- 

complete  without  a  catalog  in    three   forms,  umcs  in  the  different  lines  of  our  work, 

author,    subject    index,  and    classed  catalog.  One  other  point  on  which  I  differ  from  Mr. 

The  usual  assumption  is  that  the  classed  cata-  Van  Duzee  is  the  desirability  of  the  establlsh- 

*  This  paper  was  pot  fumiiOied  for  pubUcaUon.  ment  of  the  departmenUl  system.     So  far  as  I 
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can  learn  the  general  tendency  in  reference  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  library  work  to  with- 
libraries  now  is  away  from  it.  There  was  a  draw  those  books  from  any  library, 
time,  a  few  years  ago,  when  we  all  considered  Miss  Lord.  —  In  the  first  place,  I  said  in  my 
the  question  of  the  departmental  system  for  paper  that  the  Institute  of  Technology  is.  as 
university  libraries,  and  when  it  was  strongly  Mr.  Andrews  suggested,  doing  university 
urged  for  reference  libraries  in  general.  My  work.  To  its  being  called  a  technical  univer- 
own  experience,  however,  is  that  while  the  sity,  I  have  no  objection  whatever,  but  at  the 
plan  may  be  the  ideal  one  and  may  be  neces-  same  time  I  hardly  think  that  it  can  be  called  a 
sary  in  certain  lines,  as,  for  instance.  Medicine  university  in  the  sense  that  the  "studium  gen- 
and  Patent  Reports,  where  it  is  desirable  to  erale "  implies.  And  in  the  second  place  I  cer- 
separate  a  certain  definite  class  of  readers,  yet  tainly  agree  with  Mrs.  Spencer  that  old  text- 
it  seems  to  me  that  in  general  the  tendency  is  books  should  be  kept  for  historical  interest,  but 
toward  the  plan  of  the  British  Museum  Reading  not  for  reference  —  the  question  is  different. 
Room  as  the  most  economical  in  administration  Mr.  Fletcher.  —  In  regard  to  the  relation  of 
and  most  desirable  for  its  general  results.  the  alphabetical  subject  catalog  and  the  classi- 

I  will  close  by  entering  my  objection  to  the  fied  form,  I  would  like  to  speak  of  some  recent 

division  by  which  Miss  Lord  excluded  the  li-  experimenting  of  mine,  which  seems  to  point  to 

braries  of  the  Institutes  of  Technology  from  excellent  results.     Having  given  our  readers 

university    libraries.     The   Germans   are    not  in  the  delivery  room  copies  of  the  shelf-lists  in 

wrong  when  they  call  such  institutes  technical  many  departments  to  be  used  as  class-lists,  we 

universities.     If  an  institution  does  research  have  withdrawn  from  the  dictionary  subject 

work,  if  it  increases  knowledge  in  the  sciences  catalog  all  the  cards  under  such  subject  head- 

and  the  arts,  its  real  spirit  is  that  of  a  univer-  ings  as  form  divisions  in  the  class-lists,  substi- 

sity.     I  believe  that  the  research  work  done  at  tuting  for  them  a  mere  reference  to  the  class- 

the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  is  lists.     For  examples  of  such  headings  I  would 

the  crown  of  its  work,  and  that  it  is  catered  for  refer  to  Sun.  Moon,  Venus,  etc.,  in  astronomy, 

by  its  library  as  a  university  library  would  Ultimately  we  hope  to  reduce  very  considerably 

cater  for  the  research  work  of  its  instructors  the  pressure  on  the  card  catalog  by  thus  divid- 

and  students.  ing  the  burden  between  it  and  the  class-lists. 

Mrs.  Spsncrr.  —  In  regard  to  the  withdrawal  Mr.  Andrews.  —  I  do  not  like  to  rise  again, 

of  books,  I  would  like  to  ask  some  questions,  but  want  to  say  ''ditto"  to  Mr.  Fletcher.     I 

In  the  Michigan  Law  Department  as  well  as  in  have  had  the  honor  of  the  same  solution  of  the 

the  Michigan  State  Library,  of  course  we  have  problem. 

a  large  number  of  law  books  which,  from  a^com-  W.  C.  Lane.  —  I  think  a  little  light  has  been 

mercial  standpoint  would  be  perhaps  of  no  great  thrown  on  this  point  by  the  subject  index  of 

value,  but  as  a  history  of  the  development  of  the  the   Harvard  College  Library.     This  index  is 

law  from  its  foundation  to  the  present  time  these  practically  what  a  dictionary  index  would  be 

books  have  a  value  beyond  all  calculation.     It  except  that  it  is  made  of  references  instead  of 

has  been  a  fixed  plan  in  the  Michigan  State  Li.  entries.   Now,  there  are  comparatively  few  en- 

brary  never,  under  any  circumstances,  to  with-  tries  there  which  do  not  refer  to  more  than  one 

draw  any  one  of  those  books  from  the  shelves;  part  of  the  class  catalog,  and,  as  I  understand 

it  would  be  considered  a  damage  to  the  library.  Mr.  Andrews,  his  plan  and  purpose  is  to  bring 

We  have  sometimes  eight  or  nine  or  ten  edi-  these  entries,  which  are  not  together,  into  one 

tions  of  the  one  text-book  and  every  one  of  the  place  in  the  class  catalog,  side  by  side  under  the 

old  editions  is  religiously  put  away  and  kept  for  dictionary  heading;   in  the  other  cases  where 

reference  and  as  a  historical  study  for  law  stu-  only  one  reference  would  be  necessary,  every- 

dents.  thing  would  be  found  in  the  catalog. 

As  regards  text-books,  it  would  seem  to  me  Just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  question  of  ex- 
that  every  text-book  has  a  certain  amount  of  elusion.  It  seems  to  ma  that  Miss  Lord  and 
historical  value.  I  know  that  collections  of  old  Mrs.  Spencer  are  both  right.  Miss  Lord's  re- 
text-books  sometimes  bring  large  prices  from  marks  apply  to  small  libraries  whether  they  are 
the  very  fact  that  they  are  considered  valuable  college  libraries  or  general  libraries,  and  these 
in  that  line,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  should  unhesitatingly  exclude  books  which  da- 
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plicate  those  already  on  their  shelves,  or  books  they  do    not  want    and    that  is  rather  anti- 

which  are  ofifered  which  they  do  not  need.  And  quated.       I    think    this    is    very    bad    advice 

I  hardly  think  it  a  wise  plan  to  keep  every  text-  indeed,   because  we    do  not    know    how    far 

book,  because  these  keep  on  increasing  in  num-  a    library    or    a    college    is    going    to    de- 

ber  indefinitely  and  there  would  be  no  space  for  velop.      In    Vermont    we    are    a    university, 

them  unless  a  library  had  unlimited  room,  and  and   we  call  ourselves  a    university,  though 

no  library  has  that;  but  it  is  not  necessary  to  Miss    Lord   would    not   call   us  one;   but  the 

burn  them.     If  there  is  any  college  or  other  li-  difiference    between   a   college  and  a  univer- 

brary  which  has  made  a  practice  of  collecting  sity  is  mainly  a  matter  of  funds,  and  we  have 

and  keeping  all  those  old  text-books,  these  text-  generous  friends  who  are  worth  many  millions 

books  should  be  turned  over  to  them.  of  dollars  and  may  die  within  the  next  fifteen 

W.  P.  Cutter.  —  The  law  of  the  United  years,  and  so  we  may  find  ourselves  a  univer- 
States  absolutely  forbids  the  destruction  of  sity,  even  according  to  Miss  Lord's  definition, 
public  property  except  by  a  board  of  condemna-  What  Miss  Lord  has  advocated  is  sending 
tion.  It  must  be  sold  or  given  away,  other-  books  which  we  do  not  want  to  some  library 
wise  it  is  impossible  to  exclude  a  book  once  it  which  makes  a  specialty  of  them.  Now  we  do 
has  got  into  the  shelves  of  a  public  library,  ex-  not  approve  of  specialties  in  libraries.  We 
cept  it  is  voted  out  by  three  men.  In  regard  to  think  they  are  not  desirable.  Although  we  have 
the  placing  together  of  a  number  of  periodicals  never  bought  a  genealogical  book,  we  take 
or  continuation  parts  that  will  be  completed  everything  that  is  offered  to  us,  because  we 
some  time  in  the  next  century,  I  leave  every-  think  that  we  may  some  time  have  funds  to  de- 
thing  on  the  shelves  except  the  current  number  vclop  such  a  department  quite  as  valuable  as 
of  the  periodical.     There  is  only  one  classifica-  that  of  any  other  library. 

tion  and  there  is  only  one  place  to  put  them.    I         Dr.  Steinrr.  —  Regarding    the  question    of 

have  no  reference  library  or  special  collections  the  exclusion  of  books,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 

and  this  is  the  only  method  that  I  know  about,  librarian  is   rarely  competent  to  do  much  ex- 

E.  B.  Hunt.  —  As  regards  the  periodicals  on  eluding  unless  he  is  a  specialist,  because  the 

the  shelves,  our  method  was  to  leave  them  on  subject  of  exclusion  is  a  very  important  matter, 

the  shelves  tied  up  in  bundles  until  we  had  the  It  frequently  happens  in  different  editions  of 

complete  volume;  but  we  were  constantly  los-  books  that  a  certain  edition  is  valuable   for 

ing  one  or  more  numbers,  they  were  a  source  some  special  reason  and  it  may  often  happen 

of  unending  trouble,  and  finally  we  adopted  that  a  later  edition  is  not  as  valuable  as  an 

the  system  that  everything  which  is  included  earlier  edition  of  the  same  book.    Take  for  ex- 

{n  books,  bound  volumes  and  parts,   is  kept  ample  the  well-known  legal  text-book,  Smith's 

in    one    room    for    preservation,   the    current  '*  Leading  cases."    Any  librarian  will  tell  you 

numbers    only    being    on    the    shelves.      We  that  the  ninth  and  the  current  editions  are  not 

make  a  note  in  our  catalog  to  the  effect  that  the  as  valuable  as  the  eighth  edition  because  of  the 

current  numbers  of  such  a  periodical  are  on  the  different  editors.      The  man   who  edited  the 

shelves,  but  that  the  back  numbers  are  to  be  ninth  edition  is  not  as  able  a  man  as  the  one 

found  in  the  periodical  room.    We  do  this  par-  who  edited  the  eighth  edition.     But  unless  I 

ticularly  in  the  case  of  the  scientific  and  tech-  happened   to  find  that  out   I  would  take  the 

nical  works.    We  find  that  keeping  the  current  eighth  edition  out  of  my  library  and  keep  the 

numbers  on  the  shelves  is  difficult.  ninth  edition.     It  is  the  same  in  many  other 

C.  K.  Bolton. — We  have  a  sort  of  a  duplicate  works  where  we  may  put  aside  a  valuable  edi- 

system  in  our  library.     As  soon  as  we  get  a  tion  of  a  work  and  keep  on  our  shelves  one 

new  edition  of  one  book  we  take  the  other  and  that  although  later  is  not  as  valuable.   It  seems 

put  it  upstairs,  so  that  upstairs  we  have  a  du-  to  me  that  this  is  a  matter  that  should  be  gone 

plicate  collection  of  books  that  are  rarely  used  about  in  a  very  careful  manner, 
or  are  somewhat  out  of  date.   This  would  meet        Dr.  Billings.  —  I  am  very  much  disposed  to 

some  of  the  difficulties  mentioned  by  Miss  Lord  agree  with  Miss  Lord  as  to  the  policy  to  be 

or  Mr.  Andrews.  adopted  in  college  libraries.     As  Dr.  Steiner 

Miss  Clarke.  —  Miss  Lord's  paper  urges  all  says  there  are  certain  editions  of  text-books 

college  librarians  to  get  rid  of  everything  that  and  other  books  which  are  more  valuable  than 
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others,  and  it  is  true  that  a  complete  collection  it  for  certain  lines;  for  example,  Hebrew  liter- 
of  editions  has  a  historical  value.  In  the  Wash-  ature  and  Jewish  history,  which  are  in  great 
ington  Medical  Library  I  have  placed  series  of  demand  by  a  special  class  of  readers  and  re- 
ten,  twelve,  or  fourteen  editions  of  books  no  one  quire  an  attendant  having  special  knowledge 
of  which  has  any  special  value.  But  the  gen-  and  accomplishments.  The  same  is  true  as 
eral  principle  enunciated  by  Miss  Lord,  re-  regards  Slavic  literature.  When  we  get  the 
garding  the  collection  of  the  college  library,  new  building  arranged  we  will  have  a  special 
and  even  of  the  small  general  library,  is  the  place  for  our  books  and  documents  in  con- 
same  as  that  enunciated  by  Mr.  Adams  in  re-  nection  with  American  history,  which  are  now 
gard  to  the  Quincy  Library,  that  it  is  not  where  in  the  general  library,  and  which  it  is  not  de- 
books  on  special  subjects  are  piled  up  that  they  sirable  for  many  reasons  to  place  in  the  general 
will  be  the  most  use,  but  that  it  is  where  they  reading  room, 
will  be  called  for.  In  regard  to  the  catalog  question,  I  should 

I  do  not  care  to  have  a  long'series'of  editions  say  that  the  plan  described  by  Mr.  Andrews  of 
of  text-books  on  arithmetic  In  the  New  York  having  a  class  catalog,  an  index  catalog,  and  an 
Public  Library  when  I  know  that  Columbia  has  author  catalog  is  the  correct  one  if  the  arrange- 
a  special  line  of  books  on  that  subject,  and  ments  are  made  by  means  of  printing,  and  if  it 
while  we  do  get  the  principal  books  and  do  can  be  afforded  it  is  a  wise  expenditure.  As  re- 
take the  principal  journals  relating  to  educa-  gards  the  printing  of  class-lists  in  sufficient 
tion,  as  called  for  by  the  association  of  teach-  quantities  to  be  available  for  readers,  it  is  a 
ers,  we  are  perfectly  willing  to  do  without  an  great  convenience,  as  then  a  searcher  may 
elaborate  display  of  old  and  worn  out  text-  have  a  dozen  titles  before  him  at  once,  and 
books  in  this  line.  Out  of  date  editions  of  com-  there  is  a  great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  see 
mon  text-books  are  of  no  practical  use  in  most  groups  of  titles,  as  in  the  British  Museum  Cat- 
libraries,  but  they  give  the  attendants  trouble  alogue,  instead  of  having  to  turn  over  card 
in  taking  care  of  them.  after  card. 

With  regard  to  the  departmental  system,  its  W.  I.  Flrtchkr  was  elected  chairman  of  the 

success  must  depend  greatly  on  the  users  and  Section  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  meeting 

on  the  plan  of  the  building.     We  have  adopted  adjourned  at  12.50  p.  m. 


LARGE   LIBRARIES   SECTION. 

T^WO  meetings  of  the  Large  Libraries  Section  charge  of  libraries  which  are  large  enough  to 

''■      were  held,  one  a  joint  meeting  with  the  require  division  into  departments  and  extend 

Trustees'  Section,  conducted  as  a  regular  ses-  *^®^"'  work  by  branches.     The  meetings  of  the 

sion  of  the  conference  {see  p.  131),  the  other  a  section  thus  far  have  been  devoted  to  such 

meeting  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  questions. 

OPEN   SHELVES  IN   THE  LIGHT  OF  ^^'  ^*  ^'  ^teinbr  read  a  paper,  by  S.  S. 

ACTUAL  EXPERIENCE.  Grkkn,  entitled 

This  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  ^  ^»^^  ^'^^"^  «'  uterature.  if  ant, 

Friday,  June  8,  under  direction  of  W.  H.  Brett  ^"^'^  ^^^^»  "  allowed  ? 

and  Dr.  B.  C.  Steiner,  respectively  chairman  (^^  P*  34«) 

and  secretary  of  the  section.  T.  L.  Montgomery.  —  It  is  impossible  that 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  Convoca-  this  paper  should  go  on  record  without  some 
tion  Hall  of  the  Presbyterian  College,  at  8.45,  objection  being  made  to  it.  I  don't  think  it 
by  W.  H.  Breit,  who  said  :  This  is  the  third  makes  any  point  worthy  of  consideration,  ex- 
annual  meeting  of  the  Large  Libraries  Section,  cept  as  it  touches  on  literature  for  children.  I 
the  first  having  been  held  at  Lakewood  in  1898,  see  nothing  in  it  that  calls  for  closed  shelves ;  I 
and  the  second  last  year  at  Atlanta.  The  sec-  see  no  argument  for  saying  that  certain  portions 
tion  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discuss-  of  every  library  are  shut  ofif  from  the  public, 
ing  questions  which  have  to  be  met  by  those  in  That  is  done  in  open  access  libraries  purely  for 
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the  reason  that  the  books  are  either  valuable,  in  a  way  as  to  give  such  access  as  was  proper  for 
which  case  it  would  be  silly  to  expose  them  un-  the  public  and  not  give  that  which  was  im- 
necessarily,  or  that  they  are  not  needed  by  the  proper.  Mr.  Foster  has  pretty  clearly  ex- 
general  reader.  I  don't  think  Mr.  Green's  plained  everything,  but  Mr.  Elmendorf  has  not 
point  in  regard  to  making  thieves  has  any  value,  explained  two  or  three  things,  and  I  should  like 
Yon  might  as  well  argue  for  locking  a  child  in  to  ask  him  a  question  or  two.  Mr.  Elmendorf, 
a  room  so  that  he  will  not  steal.  If  there  is  you  spoke  of  having  introduced  additional  safe- 
any  good  reason  for  supposing  free  access  to  guards,  so  as  to  considerably  diminish  the  loss, 
shelves  to  be  a  failure,  I  would  like  to  know  it.  Would  you  tell  us  what  they  are  ? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  trustee  of  a  library  Mr.  Elmrndorf.  —  In  the  first  place  the 
that  is  circulating  more  books  to-day  than  any  charging  desk  was  put  immediately  by  the  door 
other  library  in  the  world.  It  is  an  open  access  where  everyone  had  to  go  out  of  the  room,  and 
library,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  anything  to  say  in  in  front  of  the  door  were  a  pair  of  turnstiles, 
the  matter,  and  as  far  as  Mr.  Thomson  is  con-  through  which  people,  in  coming  in  and  going 
cemed,  it  will  remain  open  until  some  good  out,  were  compelled  to  pass;  immediately  in 
reason  for  closing  the  shelves  is  given.  front  of  these  was  a  sign  :  "  Please  have  your 

Dr.  J.  S.  BiLUNGS.  —  It  would  be  better  to  book  charged  before  leaving  this  room  ; "  so 

postpone  discussion  until  all  the  papers  are  that  a  book  taken  is  a  book  stolen,  and  not 

read,  as  there  are  some  different  aspects  of  the  taken  by  misapprehension, 

subject  to  be  presented.      I  wish  to  say,  in  Mr.  C.  W.  Andrews.  —  Where  do  you  put  refer- 

Green's  absence,  that  he  is  perfectly  correct,  ence  books  ? 

within  limits,  in  saying  that  open  shelves  hold  Mr.  Elmbndorf. — We  have  a  reference  room 

out  inducements  to  theft,  and  teach  some  chil-  of  2000  books,  which  Immediately  adjoins  the 

dren  to  steal.      But  many  of  the  children  may  selected  library.     The  rooms  are  open,  and  we 

be  thieves  in  the  first  place,  and  it  is  an  open  have  had  no  trouble  with  any  noise  that  would 

question  whether  a  dozen  thieves  are  not  conn-  interfere  with  reference  work  in  the  room  im- 

terbalanced  by  the  highly  increased  moral  char-  mediately  adjoining.    This  room  is  occupied  on 

acter  that  may  be  developed  in  the  rest  of  the  an  average  by  60  people  the  whole  time,  and  it 

children.  frequently  has  as  high  as  150. 

W.  E.  Foster  read  a  paper  on  F.  P.  Hill.  —  Mr.  Elmendorf  spoke  of  the 

..                                   „  total  loss  in  his  library  as  728  volumes.  400  of 

ACCESS  TO  A  "STANDARD  UBRARY."  ^.  ^                ,             ^        '         '                          '  '^^  "* 

which  came  from  the  open  access  room,  and  the 

{See  p.  36.)  balance,  I  suppose,  from  the  stack  room.    How 

H.  L.  Elmendorf  read  a  paper  on  many  from  each  room  ? 

ACCESS  TO  A  "SELECTED  UBRART : "  THE  Mr.  Elmendorf.  —  Two  hundred,  and  a  few 

BUFFALO  PLAN.  over,  we  lost  in  the  children's  room.      The 

, «,           g  ,  others,  I  think,  were  lost  in  the  open  reading 

room  by  putting  books  which  belonged  to  the 

A.  E.  Bostwick  read  a  paper  on  ^^^^^  j^  ^^^  open-shelf  room.      We  filled  in 

DUTIES  AND  QUAUFICATIONS  OF  ATTENDANTS  IN  with  books  which  did  uot  belong  there,  there 

OPEN-SHELF  LIBRARIES.  was  such  a  demand  for  them. 

iSie  p.  40.)  ^^'  Hill.  —  How  many  of  those  stolen  or 

•     .       ^              .  n  n  ««r            .  .  io«t  have  been  returned  ? 

In  the  absence  of  P.  B.  Wright  his  paper  on  «.      _.                        .                    n 

*^  *^  Mr.  Elmendorf.  —  I  cannot  tell  you  now, 

CHARACTER  OF  PERMITTED  ACCESS   TO  THE  though  we  keep  a  record. 

SHELVES  Mr.  Montgomery,  —  I  would  like  to  say  in 

was  not  read.     It  is  printed  elsewhere.     (See  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Billings,  that  our 

p.  35O  experience  in  Philadelphia  has  been  that  chil- 

Dr.  Steiner.  —  I   had  great    pleasure    two  dren  don't    steal    books  in    large  quantities. 

years  ago  in  visiting  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  There  may  be  something  in  the  hereditary  in- 

and  a  year  ago  in  seeing  Mr.  Foster's  projected  fluence  of  New  York  which  Is  different  from 

building,  and  it  seemed  to  me  we  had  there  that  of  Philadelphia.     Our  worst  experience 

two    ideas    which    would    work  out    in    such  has  been  in  the  class  of  books  representing  the 
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en£:ineering  section,  where  we  have  had  more  have  taken;  but  that  does  not  prove  much,  as 

losses  than  in  any  other  class.  we  are  six  floors  from  the  street,  and  every- 

Dr.  Billings. — It  would  be  rather  interest-  one  must  pass  in  and  out  by  an  elevator;  this 

ing,   I   think,   to  get  some  data  as  to  books  gives  us  protection. 

stolen.      My  experience  is:   first,   text-books;  Mr.     Montgomrry. — Stewart    &    Co.    and 

then  school  books,  then  engineering  manuals;  George  H.  Rigby,  seoond-hand  book-sellers,  of 

and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  guide  books  Philadelphia,  know  the  marks  on  the  Free  Li- 

and  books  of  travel.     If  you  put  cookery  books  brary  books,  and   return  them  to  us  without 

on  the  shelves,  they  also   disappear  —  and   I  comment. 

don't    think    they  are   taken    by  children  or  Mr.  Hill.  —  How  many  do  you  get  ? 

by  men.     The   New  York   Public   Library  at  Mr.  Montgomery.  —  Last  year  about  40. 

present  is  on  the  edge  of  a  section  of  the  city  Weston   Flint.  —  I   don't  believe  children 

where  the  residents  are  not  criminal,  but  are  steal  books.     I  suppose  some  books  are  taken 

ignorant  and  disposed  to  be  vicious;  and  the  by  persons  who  take  them  away  carelessly.     I 

younger  portion  have  a  keen  thirst  for  informa-  have  had  experience  of  about  11  years  in  the 

tion.     The  number  of  persons  who  steal  books  Patent  Office  Library,  and  have  had  about  a  year 

for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  is  not  large ;  and  and  a  half  in  the  Washington  Public  Library. 

I  don't  think  children  ever  begin  in  that  way.  In  the    Patent   Office   Library  we  had   stolen 

Boys  of  15, 16,  or  17  begin  by  taking  books  they  books  sent  back  to  us  about  every  second  week, 

are  going  to  use.      Shorthand  manuals,  for  in-  and  in  this  library  the  people  were  not  allowed 

stance,    are    dangerous    things    to    have    on  to  borrow  books  out  at  all;  but  in  the  Public 

open  shelves.      But  after  a  time  they  find  they  Library  during  a  year  and  a  half  we  have  not 

can  get  10  or  15  cents  for  a  book,  and  the  quick-  lost  a  book.     The  first  year  the  Public  Library 

est  way  of  raising  the  money  seems  to  be  to  go  was  open  we  had  about  12.000  volumes,  and  a 

in  the  library  and  look  over  the  books  and  take  circulation  of  about  120,000;  we  could  have  cir- 

one.    In  most  cases,  the  persons  who  buy  these  culated  five  times  more  if  we  had  had  them, 

books  tell  me  that  generally  they  have  been  Miss   E.  G.   Browning.  —  Perhaps  children 

stolen  by  youths  of  from  16  to  19  years  of  age.  don't  steal  books,  but  when  we  last  took  stock 

F.  P.  Hill.  —  It  would  be  interesting,  I  think,  we  found  300  books  missing  from  our  children's 

to  know  what  steps  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  department.*     In  the  branches,  of  which   we 

Elmendorf.  Mr.  Thomson,  and   Dr.  Billings  to  have  five,   after  four   years'  experience,  two 

secure    stolen    books    from    the    second-hand  branches,  without  entire  access  to  the  shelves, 

bookstores,   where,   possibly,  they  have  been  have  lost  no  books,  and  the  other  three  have 

sold,  or  whether  the  second-hand   booksellers  lost  from  15  to  20  each. 

are  on  the  lookout  for  such  books.   In  Newark,  L.  L.  Ward.  —  I  find  that  children  do  steal 

where  we  have  made  some  little  attempt  at  free  books,  and  that  the  greatest  vigilance  on  the 

access,  we  have  lost  very  few  books,  and  we  part  of  the  attendants  will  not  prevent  this, 

are  in  such  close  touch  with  the  booksellers  Many  of  the  losses  in  a  department  of  which  I 

that  we  have  been  able  to  trace  most  of  those,  at  one  time  had  charge  could  not  be  explained 

Miss  A.  R.  Dougherty.  —  We  had  open  in  any  other  way.  The  books  taken  are  almost 
shelves  about  13  months  ago,  and  about  10,000  always  children's  books.  I  feel  chiefly  con- 
persons  have  used  them.  They  contain  8000  cerned  in  such  cases  as  this  because  it  teaches 
books,  1500  of  which  are  exceedingly  val-  the  children  larceny.  The  first  book  taken 
uable;  and  of  these  1500  not  one  has  been  lost  leads  to  taking  another,  and  this  may  lead  to 
or  mutilated,  as  far  as  I  can  tell.  Of  the  other  worse  things.  I  believe  in  open  shelves,  but  I 
books,  there  is  to  my  knowledge  but  one  miss-  believe  that  safeguards  are  necessary, 
ing,  and  it  is  of  comparatively  small  value.  It  Mrs.  Sanders.  —  My  experience  has  been 
was  bought  for  general  circulation,  and  was  *  Miss  BrowniD?  sends  a  correcUon  of  this  sutement. 
rebound,  and  probably  not  returned  to  the  She  says:  *' Our  July  inventory  showed  that  all  but  xo  of 
shelves.  these  books  have  been  returned;  that  part  of  the  supposed 

S.  H.  Berry.  — We    have   over  40,000   vol-  !<>«  was  an  error  on  the  part  of  an  attendant  making  the 

,          u     1   *  1      t                           T-'L.         t-  inventory,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  books  were  evidently 

umes   for  absolutely   free   access.     There  has  borrowed  (not  stolen)  by  children  who  «.ppo«ed  that  w» 

been  no  loss  shown  by  the  one  inventory  we  the  way  to  take  them." 


LARGE  LIBRARIES  SECTION,  153 

that  all  the  books  we  have  lost  have  been  taken  people  in  to  the  library.    To  me  the  question  of 

by  scholarly  people.  open  shelves  is  no  longer  an  open  question;  I 

E.  M.  Fairciiild. — From  my  study  of  chil-  settled  it  in  my  own  mind  some  time  ago  —  at 
dren  it  seems  apparent  that  in  every  community  the  close  of  the  discussion  in  Atlanta — and  I 
there  is  a  certain  proportion  who  will  steal  any  am  of  the  same  opinion  now.  I  don't  think  the 
thing  they  can  lay  hands  on ;  tbey^'possess  a  cer-  public  have  any  desire  to  get  into  the  stack  of  a 
tain  predatory  instinct.  large  library.    They  would  be  lost  there.  They 

Mr.    BosTwiCK.  —  In    my  experience    also,  would  see  books,  the  titles  of  which,  perhaps, 

children  steal  books,  and  in  many  cases  the  they  could  not  read,  and  which  would  be  of  no 

loss  from  the  juvenile  portion  of  the  library  has  service  to  them.     But  they  do  want  to  look 

been  equal  to  that  from  all  the  rest  of  the  li-  at  the  popular  books  of  the  day,  and  when  you 

brary  put  together.    What  Mr.  Fairchild  says  allow  them  to  do  that  they  are  perfectly  satis- 

is  quite  true;  many  children  steal  books  just  to  fied;  the  rest  of  your  books  can  be  kept  in  per- 

show  what  they  can  do,  and  the  one  who  steals  feet  order.     If  the  books  get  out  of  order  in  the 

most  is  looked  upon  with  admiration.     I  think  open-shelf  room,  nobody  is  particularly  harmed, 

there  is  undoubtedly  a  strong  predatory  instinct  because  if  a  person  wants  a  particular  book,  he 

in  a  certain  class  of  boys,  and  we  must  guard  goes  to  the  counter  and  gets  it;  and  if  he  looks 

against  it.  for  it  in  the  open-shelf  room,  he  perhaps  finds 

J.  K.  HosMSR.  —  While   it  is  true  children  it  in  a  wrong  place.     It  will  not  do  because  we 

•teal  books  to  some  extent,  we  dread  grown-up  lose  a  few  books  to  restrict  their  owners  from 

people  more  than  children;  and  we  dread  most  access  to  them.     I  believe  open  shelves  invite 

the  scholarly  people.   We  lose  more  books  from  and  develop  honesty.   I  believe  the  great  losses 

our  branches  than  from  the  central  library;  at  at  Bufifalo  during  the  first  few  months  were  be- 

one  branch  in  particular  the  percentage  of  loss  cause  the  people  had  not  been  taught  to  use 

was  more  than  double  that  of  the  central  li-  their  freedom, 

brary.  A.  H.  Hopkins.— I  have  been  sorry  to  hear 

Mr.  Elmendorf.  — Children  do  steal  books,  that  the  youngsters  have  so  black  a  name.  It 
as  they  steal  other  things.  The  predatory  class  was  announced  in  print  last  winter  that  in 
exists  everywhere,  and  I  would  rather  believe  a  university,  which  I  will  not  name,  the  losses 
in  the  inaccuracy  of  an  inventory  which  gave  of  books  had  been  very  heavy,  and  that  about 
no  loss  in  a  circulation  of  1 20,000  volumes  a  year,  400  volumes  stolen  were  from  the  department 
than  in  the  honesty  of  children,  because  dis-  of  theology.  I  make  this  as  a  statement  of  fact, 
honesty  exists  everywhere.  I  want  to  say  one  for  I  obtained  confirmation  of  it. 
thing  most  emphatically:  we  don't  /^<i^^  children  T.  L.  Montgomery. — In  all  this  conversation 
to  be  thieves.  Many  a  child  who  has  stolen  a  there  has  been  nothing  at  all  said  about  the  ad- 
book,  and  been  found  out,  has  been  led  to  re-  vantage  of  the  open-shelf  system  to  the  reader, 
form.  We  do  nothing  to  encourage  stealing  by  The  case  has  been  presented  by  two  people 
throwing  our  shelves  open.  We  try  to  make  avowedly  opposed  to  the  open-shelf  system, 
good  citizens  by  laying  the  responsibility  of  and  we  have  been  allowed  to  defend  ourselves, 
stewardship  upon  the  children.  I  would  suggest,  that  at  the  next  meeting,  the 

F.  M.  Crunden.  —  I  can  add  further  testi-  open-shelf  people  be  allowed  to  present  the 
mony  as  to  whether  the  child  steals  books.  We  case  and  that  the  others  should  controvert  any- 
have  caught  him  red-handed,  and  our  shelf  list  thing  that  may  be  excepted  to. 

shows  the  abstraction  of  some  400  volumes  in  J.  C.  Dana.  —  This  question  was  closed  for 

one  year.     We  assume  the  child  did  it:  but  I  me  over  ten  years  ago,  and  closed  of  course  in 

don't  believe  we  are  therefore  making  thieves,  favor  of  free  access.  This  was  not  through  any 

Whatever  course  we  are  going  to  pursue,  there  special  insight  on  my  part,  but  largely  through 

is  no  use  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  facts  of  the  reading  the  things  that  had  been  said  on  the 

case.    We  are  running  the  risk  of  losing  books;  subject;    things  that  even  then,   seemed    to 

there  is  no  question  about  that;  but  the  ques-  settle   the   matter.     Mr.   Herbert   Putnam,   In 

tion  is,  Is  the  risk  of  losing  a  few  books  a  year  particular,  presented  the  whole  case  in  a  paper 

greater  than  the  risk  of  turning  people  away  read  before  the  A.  L.  A.  at  San  Francisco  in 

from  the  library?    We  are  seeking  to  invite  1891,  a  paper  which  says  all  that  need  be  said 
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-    -   -      —      -         -  — — 

to  convince  us  all  that  a  free  public  library  is  we  find  opportunity  to  tell   of   its    excellen- 

not  a  free  public  library  until  it  is  open  to  the  cies! 

public.     In  the  same  year,  when  the  A.  L.  A.  I  would  like  to  call  attention,  Mr.  Chairman* 

came  through  Denver  on  its  way  to  California,  to  the  fact  that  the  subject  under  discussion  is 

and  saw  the  little  library  I  was  then  managing,  the  access  of  the  public  to  the  shelves  of  their 

with   free  access  to  everyone,  the  comments  library.     The  subject  that  is  actually  being  dis- 

were  to  the  efifect  that  "  you  in  the  far  West  cussed  is,  do  children  sometimes  steal  when 

may  do  this  with  a  small  library,  but  in  the  they  have  the  chance  ? 

East,  you  know,  with  a  large  library,  you  can*  C.  A.  Cutter. — There  is  one  thing  which  I 
not  do  this  sort  of  thing."  This,  in  spite  of  the  think  is  rather  important.  We  seem  to  be  con- 
fact  that  it  was  being  done,  and  had  been  done  sidering  this  matter  entirely  from  the  point  of 
for  some  years  by  Mr.  Brett,  of  Cleveland,  Mr.  view  of  large  libraries.  I  want  to  urge  upon  the 
Putnam,  of  Minneapolis,  Mrs.  Sanders,  of  Paw-  representatives  of  small  libraries  that  they 
tucket,  and  by  others.  The  Idea  had  then  should  not  be  very  much  afifected  by  what  has 
taken  root,  and  it  began  to  grow.  In  1894,  been  said  about  large  libraries.  All  that  has 
when  the  matter  was  under  discussion  at  the  been  said  in  favor  of  open  shelves  in  large  li- 
Lake  Placid  conference,  of  the  two  or  three  braries  applies  to  small  libraries,  and  much  that 
hundred  library  people  present,  very  few,  if  I  has  been  said  against  open  shelves  in  large  li- 
remember  rightly  not  much  over  a  dozen,  were  braries  has  no  application  whatever  in  small 
willing  to  show  hands  in  favor  of  open  access,  libraries. 

Last  year  at  Atlanta  the  opinion  was  over-  W.  H.  Brett. — It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  if 

whelming  in  its  favor,  and  it  evidently  is  at  this  a  large  library  in  a  large  city  can  conduct  open 

meeting  this    evening.     The   question  seems  shelves  successfully,  any  library  in  a  town  or 

now  to  be  not  so  much  how  shall  we  answer  village  can  do  so. 

the  arguments  against  this  system  as  how  shall  Adjourned  at  10.30  p.m. 
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A  N  informal  '*  round  table  "  meeting  for  the  tions  have  been  formulated  and  are  written  on 
"^^  discussion  of  questions  in  cataloging  was  the  blackboard  before  you.  This  does  not  form 
held  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  June  11.  in  a  program,  however,  and  may  be  varied  from 
one  of  the  lecture  rooms  of  the  Presbyterian  at  any  time  to  admit  discussion  on  other  sub- 
College.  No  set  program  had  been  prepared,  jects  of  interest  which  may  be  brought  up.  It 
but  under  the  direction  of  the  chairman,  A.  H.  will  doubtless  appear,  as  we  proceed,  that  a 
Hopkins,  a  number  of  propositions,  submitted  '  number  of  the  propositions  point  strongly  to- 
by prominent  catalogers,  were  roughly  classi-  ward  co-operative  cataloging.  Indeed,  the  at- 
fied  and  written  out  on  a  large  blackboard,  mosphere  seems  electrical  with  this  subject,  and 
These  were  read  in  turn  by  the  chairman,  and  I  invite  full  and  free  expression  of  personal 
submitted  to  general  criticism  and  discussion,  opinion  at  this  meeting. 

About  125  persons  were  in  attendance.  J.  C.  Hanson.  —  I  would  suggest  that  nam- 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  11.20  ber  2  at  the  bottom  of  the  board  be  taken  in 

a.m.   by  A.   H.  Hopkins,  who  said:    Let  me  connection  with  number  i  at  the  top,  as  they 

say  that  this  session  of  the  Catalogers'  Section  pertain  to  the  same  subject,  and  it  strikes  me 

is  a  preliminary  one  and,  in  a  sense,  a  test  ses-  that  number  2  will  cause  more  discussion  than 

sion  to  see  if  there  is  sufficient  interest  to  war-  number  i. 

rant  the  formation  of  a  permanent  section.  The  The  Chairman.  —  I   will   read  the  proposi- 

meeting  is  to  be  wholly  informal  and  there  are  tioos  (nadingY 

absolutely  no  set  papers  or  speeches  to  be  pre-  i.  A  pseudonym  may  be  used  instead  of  the 

sented.  The  time  is  to  be  devoted  to  discussion  real  name,  with  cross  reference  under  the  latter, 

««,!  fk.  «<^,N..«.<,:^»  r.f  ^^mm^^^y  ^<^x^\^^  wheu  an  author  is  known  in  literature  by  the 

and  the  expression  of  personal  opinion.  pseudonym  only. 

With  a  view  to  forming  a  line  for  general  2.  (y^/*tf//tf«^/*tfflr^.)  A  book  published  anon- 

guidance  of  the  discussion  a  number  of  proposi-  ymously  or  pseudonymously  shall  be  entered 
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under  title  or  pseudonym  respectively,  even  if  uils.    We  tell  the  public  to  consult  the  catalog; 

5n^h?i*'f'■^^^°°''°:f"**PP°^'''l^''^^u"''T[?•  ^ut  the  catalog  Is  Greek  to  them  and  they  do 

in  this  case  information  as  to  the  authorship  , ,            ,.       .     ^      .,       «r             t 

shall  be  given  in  a  note  and  added  entry  made  "°^  ^"^'^  ^^"'  *'*  details.     We  ourselves  were 

under  the  naipe  of  the  author.  onz^  as   unfamiliar,  and  certainly  the   public 

The  rough  classification  shown  on  the  board  cannot  be  expected  to  know  a  catalog   as  a 

was  made  hastily,  and  these  two  propositions  librarian  does.      People  do  not  care  to   know 

may  well  be  considered  together.  from  a  catalog  how  many  pages  there  are  in  the 

Miss  Theresa  Hitchler.  — While  I  was  cat-  hook.      I  believe  in  having  the  catalog  for  the 

aloger  at  the  New  York  Free  Circulating  Li-  public  just  as  simple  as  possible  and  also  in 

brary  I  made  a  rule  to  refer  in  every  case  from  having    an  official  catalog    for  the  librarian 

the   pseudonym,   when    the    real    name    was  which  shall  be  just  as  full  as  possible,  giving 

known.    Since  I  have  been  connected  with  the  almost  all  the  particulars  that  may  be  available 

Brooklyn  Public  Library  I  have  put  everything  about  a  book. 

under  the  pseudonym  when  the  pseudonym  is  ^^**  Sula  Wagner.  —  For  nine  years  we 

better  known.      I  find  that  it  is  best  to  stick  to  ^^^^  entered  under  the  pseudonym.     It  is  not 

the  rule  of  putting  everything  under  one  name.  ^^  experiment  and  has  proved  very  successful. 

If  I  think  a  pseudonym  is  better  known  to  the  ^"  some  cases  we  make  two  entries;  in  other 

people  who  come  to  the  library  then  I  put  the  cases  we  refer  only  to  the  real  name  of  the 

main  entry  under  the  pseudonym.      Of  course  author  until  it  becomes  decidedly  better  known 

in  a  reference  library  the  case  may  be  different,  ^^an  the  pseudonym.     We  have  the  change  of 

People's  knowledge  of  authors  depends  upon  ^°®  author's  name  under  consideration  —  Sara 

where  they  get  their  knowledge  of  books.    We  Jeannette  Duncan;  she  is  becoming  known  as 

really  can  hardly  form  any  exact  opinion  our-  ^''^*  Cotes  to  some  of  our  readers  and  we  have 

selves.    The  best  way  is  to  stick  to  a  certain  ^^«"  considering  the  question  of  changing  the 

rule,  but  there  will  always  be  exceptions  —  if  ™ain  entry  to  that  name,  but  have  decided  that 

you  decide  to  put  Marlitt's  books  under  Marlitt  '^  *'  "^^  necessary.   We  treat  married  women 

and  to  put  Samuel  LXlemens'  books  under  Mark  as  we  do  pseudonyms. 

Twain,  because  they  are  both  better  known  Chairman  Gifford.  —  The  next  proposition 

under    those  names,    you  will  probably  find  reads : 

people  who  will  know  the  books  only  under  the  "  ^  society  is  to  be  entered  under  the  first 
nan.«  th«  are  Just  .he  reverse  of  the  way  in  re^e^^'r.rxn^'at  o/h'^?  n3,T  wXhTt'?. 
wnicn   you   have  them.      The  great  point  is  known,  especially  from  the  name  of  the  place 
whether  names  in  a  few  cases  like  George  in  which  its  headquarters  are  established." 
Eliot  and  Georges  Sand  —  where  the  real  name  Miss  Edith  E,   Clarke.  —  I  cannot  agree 
will  never  become  generally  used — should  not  with  that.     I  deal  with  historical  societies  a 
be  put  in  a  note  under  the  pseudonym  as  main  great  deal  and  their  names  to  a  large  extent 
entry.  begin  with  the    word    ''Historical."      If  we 
Miss  R.  F.  DoANE.  —  I  should  like  to  ask  in  adopted  this  system  we  would  have  no  end  of 
the  case  of  some  recent  books  where  we  are  not  entries  under  the  word   •'  Historical "  in  our 
certain  whether  the  name  Is  a  pseudonym  or  catalog.     There  are  also  many  state  historical 
not  —  Do  you  put  a  note  in  pencil  and  change  societies  which  use  the  word  "State "   in  their 
it  when  yon  find  out  the  truth  ?    Of  course  you  corporate  names.     It  seems  to  me  that  these 
could  change  it  in  time  for  the  catalog.  should  be  entered  in  the  ordinary  way  and  re- 
Miss  Hitchler.  — At  present,  I  leave  the  f erred  to  by  cross  reference, 
original  entry.    Take  for  instance  the  case  of  J.  T.  Gerould.  —  I  think  the  same  as  regards 
Marlitt.      That  name  was  so  long  familiar  that  the  various  German  academies,  whose  names 
even  after  the  real  name  was  better  known  I  generally  begin  with  a  lot  of  adjectives  of  one 
simply  left  the  entry  in  our  records  as  Marlitt  sort  or  another.     I  would  be  surprised  to  find 
and  I  think  I  will  leave  it  as  Marlitt.      I  think  any  reader  able  to  remember  the  beginning  of 
it  is  better  to  leave  books  under  the  names  by  the  names  of  these  academies,  and  if  these  are 
which  the  writers  are  best  known  to  the  public,  entered  under  the  first  word  of  title  there  is  no 
Consider,  if  we  entered  a  library  as  most  readers  possible  means  of  showing  the  extent  of  the 
no,  we  should  not  be  familiar  with  all  such  de-  collection.    It  seems  to  me  much  better  to  index 
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according  to  the  system  of  the  British  Mu-  exceptions  may  also  be  made  in  different  llbra- 

seum.  ries,  I  think. 

The  Chairman.  —  Proposition  4  is  :  The  Chairman.  —  One  word  oi  explanation 

**Abookby  more  than  one  author  shall  re-  in  regard  to  these  propositions.  They  were  made 

ceive  as  heading  the  name  of  the  first-named  with  a  slant  of  the  eye  towards  the  co-operative 

author  only,   with  additional  entries  for  the  catalog  and  what  we  want  to  get  is  opinions, 
other  author  or  authors. 

,        ,  .         .                  .      ,  The  next  proposition  was  read,  as  follows : 

You  will  note  that  this  points  towards  the 

printed  card.  ^^k)\  editions  of  the  same  book  are  to  receive 

w  P  rii-A-M  —  I  obiert  nartif ularlv  to  fhi«  ^^®  '*™*^  heading  ;  thus  an  anonymous  edition 

W.  P.  CUTTER.  - 1  object  particularly  to  this.  ^^  ^  ^^^^  afterwards  published  under  the  au- 

because  in  the  case   of    very  many  scientific  jh^^.g  n^^^e  is  to  receive  the  author's  name 

works  the  man  last  named   really  wrote  the  as  heading,  with  a  note  :   '  published  anony- 

work,  under  the  supervision  of  the  director  or  niously.' " 

professor  whose  name  heads  the  entry.  C.    W.   Andrews.  —  My    objection    is    that 

E.B.Hunt. — It  seems  to  me  that  this  would  I  hope  we  will  all  use  the  printed  cards 
lead  to  a  great  deal  of  confusion,  because  there  before  long;  the  use  of  the  printed  cards  will 
is  a  radical  difference  between  the  work  that  a  affect  many  of  these  details  and  will  make  un- 
man does  himself  and  the  work  that  another  necessary  a  number  of  the  questions  that  are  now 
does.  being  asked ;  and  I  think  that  the  words  of  the 

F.  M.  Crundkn.  —  I  would  ask  for  a  show  of  title-page  should  as  far  as  possible  be  on  the 

hands  on  this  question  to  see  what  the  general  printed  card.     I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  worth 

opinion  is.  while  filling  out  the  authors'  names.     In  the 

A  show  of  hands  was  taken,  with  the  result  matter  of  the  names  of  societies,  I  think  they 

of   16  in  favor  of  the  proposition  and  50  op-  should  be  entered  under  their  corporate  names, 

posed  to  it.  even  the  names  of  the  German  universities. 

W.  H.Tillinghast. —  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  think  also  that  we  ought  to  say  in  these  dis- 

my  vote  was  purely  an  expression  of  personal  cussions,  what  kind  of  a  library  we  are  speak- 

preference,  and  is  not  to  be  interpreted  as  a  ing  for. 

disinclination  to  adopt  the  other  scheme  if  the  I   suppose  what  is  generally   wanted    is  a 

co-operative  catalog  requires  it.  scholarly  bibliographical  description,  and  I  do 

C.  W.  Andrews.  —  As  I  understand  the  mat-  not  see  why,  with  the  use  of  the  printed  cards, 

ter  it  would  not  endanger  the  system  of  co-op-  all  cannot' have  it. 

eration  if  the  votes  were  one  way  or  another.  Miss  Wagner. — Do    you    mean    that    you 

F.  M.  Crunden.  —  I  think  that  minor  differ-  would  not  make  an  entry  of  the  author's  name 

ences  of    opinion  are  insignificant   compared  in  the  catalog,  that  you  would  only  mention  the 

with  the  advantages  and  saving  to  be  derived  name  of  the  book ;  or  would  you  make  a  double 

from  the  co-operative  system.      But  there  is  a  entry  ? 

great  deal  to  be  said  on  the  other  side,  and  I  Mr.  Andrews.  —  Where  the  author  is  well 

think  it  Is  desirable  in  voting  on  this  question  known  it  is  not  always  necessary,  but  generally 

that  we  should  vote  in  regard  to  what  we  think  there  would  be  two  entries,  and  each  would  be 

is  really  the  best.  complete. 

Miss  E.  E.  Clarke.  —  If  this  affects  the  co-  C.  A.  Cutter.  —  It  seems  to  me,  if  this 
operative  catalog  I  should  wish  to  give  my  vote  scheme  is  adopted  we  will  have  to  change  many 
on  both  sides.  You  cannot  make  such  a  rule  of  the  rules  we  have  at  present;  but  we  should 
without  numerous  exceptions,  and  It  is  too  not  hesitate  to  change  our  rules  to  keep  up 
large  a  question  to  be  voted  on  without  further  with  the  conditions  of  the  present  time, 
explanation.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  to  W.  S.  Biscos.  —  I  think  we  are  looking  for- 
consider  the  matter  very  carefully.  ward  to  the  day  when  we  will  all  have  a  co- 
Mr.  Hanson.  —  I  voted  in  favor  of  the  rule  on  operative  system.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Andrews, 
the  understanding  that  it  would  be  easier  in  A  good  many  libraries  have  the  printed  cards 
furtherance  of  co-operative  cataloging  to  fol-  and  it  is  not  wise  to  have  a  lot  of  cards  printed 
low  one  rule  simply  and  make  certain  excep-  and  then  to  change  them.  It  seems  to  me  that 
tions  that  will  always  be  the  same.    Certain  the  larger  number  of  libraries  that  have  their 
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cards  already  printed  are  not  going  to  change  Charles  Martrl. — May  I  ask  what  wonld  be 

the  form.  the  objection  to  making  a  general  reference  in- 

Mr.  Barnwbll.  — My  reason  for  opposing  is  dex  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Andrews  and  others, 

that  I  think,  as  a  general  principle,  the  heading  and  making  a  bibliographical  entry  showing  dif- 

of  the  main  entry  of  the  book  should  be  in  the  ferent  editions  to  save  duplication  of  entries, 

form  in  which  the  book  itself  is  published ;  that  Take  for  instance  the  Waverley  novels,  which 

is,  if  it  is  published  under  an  autonym  let  the  if  there  are  various  editions  might  be  put  under 

autonym  be  given,  if  under  a  pseudonym,  then  Sir  Walter  Scott.     It  seems  to  me  that  a  good 

let  the  pseudonym  be  given,  and  if  the  book  be  many  duplicate  entries  might  be  saved  in  that 

anonymous,  then  let  the  fact  be  stated.     Any  way.     The  author's  name  should  I  think  be  al- 

other  information  that  you  want  to  give  can  be  ways  on  the  catalog,  save  it  was  an  anonymous 

supplied  and  enclosed  in  brackets,  but  the  main  work,  when  a  note  to  that  efifect  might  be  put 

entry,  I  think,  should  be  held  to  that  form  of  in  instead. 

the  author's  name,  or  of  the  title  of  an  anony-  Mr.  Crunden.  —  Mr.  Barnwell's  principle  I 
mous  work,  in  which  it  was  published.  A  think  is  correct.  The  catalog  should  be  made 
great  deal  of  confusion  arises  periodically,  so  that  it  will  be  easily  understood  by  the  pub- 
from  the  indexing  of  certain  pseudonymous  lie.  Of  course  the  cataloger  himself  can  under- 
authors'  work  under  names  by  which  they  are  stand^it,  no  matter  how  bad  it  is,  for  he  has  made 
not  as  well  known  as  their  real  names,  and  it  himself,  but  the  public  is  to  be  considered, 
sometimes  vice  versa.  Now,  the  general  pub-  His  deduction  from  that  principle  is  the  direct 
lie  knows  a  book  chiefly  by  the  way  in  which  contrary  of  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  it  is  from 
the  title-page  reads.  The  catalog  itself  is  that  principle  that  we  accept  Mr.  Andrews' con- 
made  chiefly  for  the  use  of  the  catalogers  or  li-  elusion  that  the  entry  ought  to  be  an  exact 
brarians,  it  is  not  made  for  the  general  public  transcript  of  the  title-page  of  the  book,  though 
according  to  this  system;  but  is  this  correct?  we  want  to  do  as  Mr.  Barnwell  says,  make  it 
No,  it  certainly  is  not,  the  catalog  should  be  so  easy  that  the  public  can  understand  it.  I 
for  the  public  generally  and  not  for  the  use  of  have  yet  to  find  on  what  principle  a  catalog  can 
the  few  who  happen  to  be  librarians  or  catalog-  be  constructed  that  can  be  used  by  a  person  un- 
ers,  and  I  maintain  that  the  form  of  the  head-  blessed  with  intelligence,  I  don't  care  what 
ing  should  be  in  such  phrases  or  words  as  method  of  entry  is  followed,  a  person  without 
would  be  most  easily  recognized  by  persons  of  common  sense  cannot  use  a  catalog.  I  can  see 
ordinary  intelligence.  Of  course,  I  would  sup-  no  possible  gain  in  fully  entering  the  title-page 
plement  the  information  given  by  a  cross  refer-  because  the  book  has  been  published  anony- 
ence  under  the  nameof  the  author,  or  supposed  mously,  more  than  if  it  was  published  under  the 
author,  because  in  very  many  cases  these  are  author's  name  or  if  the  author's  name  is  dis- 
not  the  real  names  of  the  authors  but  merely  covered.  I  can  see  no  possible  gain  in  making 
are  supposed  to  be.  the  entry  in  bibliographical  detail.     I  think  the 

Mr.  Hanson.  —  If  all  could  afford  to  make  old  system  that  starts  out  with  a  cross  reference 

duplicate  entries,  they  might  index  under  the  settles  the  matter  once  for  all.     It  seems  to  me 

pseudonym  until  the  real  name  has  been  found;  if  you  make  an  entry  for  each  edition  when  you 

make  a  double  entry,  one  under  the  real  name  have  several  editions  nearly  alike,  it  might  be 

if  known,  and  another  if  the  book  has  been  doneas  we  do  in  our  own  library  where  we  enter 

published  anonymously  and  the  author's  name  half  a  dozen  editions  in  the  same  card  when 

has  been  afterwards   found  out;   and   in  the  there  is  no  variation   that  would  change  the 

cases  of  books  published  under  initials,  spaces  alphabet.    If  there  is  a  change  in  the  title  we 

might  be  left  and  the  initials  afterwards  filled  put  them  in  the  catalog  separately,  but  always 

up.     In  a  large  library,  such  for  instance,  as  under  the  author's  name, 

the   Boston   Public   Library,  I  think  this  bio-  A  show  of  hands  resulted  in  a  practically 

graphical  method  could  be  followed,  but  there  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  the  proposition, 

are  certain  reasons  that  militate  against  it.  The  next  proposition  was  as  follows  : 

The  Chairman.  —  Do  you  mean  in  connec-  "Noblemen  are  to  be  entered  under  their  titles 

tion  with  the  printed  cards  ?  unless  the  family  is  decidedly  better  known." 

Mr.  Hanson,  —  Yes,  sir.  E.  B.  Himr.  —  May  I  ask,  in  case  that  is 
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adopted,  what  you  intend  to  do  in  the  case  of  in  some  English  books.    We  often  find  the  form 

books  published  under  the  title  of  a  gentleman  '*Wien"   for  "Vienna."     We    use  the    form 

who  afterwards  acquires  a  higher  title?    For  "  Wien  *'  in  cataloging,  and   I  think  if    this 

instance,  we  have  some  pieces  of  music  and  form  is  retained  some  method  should  be  devel- 

some  critical  writings  by  Lord  Burgersh,  who  oped  to  show  which  names  are  to  be  given  in  the 

later  acquired  the  title  of  Earl  of  Westmore-  form  as  generally  accepted, 

land.    What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  writ-  Miss  Clarke.  —  Another  example  that  I  have 

ings  of  Westmoreland?     Why  not  have    one  just  thought  of  is  "Chili."    It  was  formerly 

entry  under  his  real  name ?  spelled    "Chili"    and    now    the    spelling    is 

Mr.  Barnwell.  —  I  should  answer  that  ques-  "  Chile."    I  do  not  think  anyone  is  in  favor  of 

tion,   Mr.   Chairman,    on    the    same    general  the  spelling  "  Chili;"  if  anyone  is  I  should  like 

principle  that   I   have    already  advocated.     I  to  know. 

would  put  it  in  the  catalog  under  the  name  with  By  a  show  of  hands  It  was  made  evident  that 

which  the  book  was  published,  and  then  make  four  favored  the  spelling  "  Chili,"  while  over 

a  cross  reference  to  the  other  form  of  name.  30  favored  "  Chile." 

The    Chairman.  —  Here    is    a    democratic  The  Chairman.  —  Miss  Clarke,  please  put 
heresy  which  I  am  inclined  to  favor  :    Let  the  your  proposition  concerning  the  use  of  the  de- 
main  entry  be  made  under  the  name'with  which  cisions  of  the   Board  on  Geographic   Names 
the  man  was  born,  or  which  he  received  not  again  before  the  section, 
long  thereafter.  Miss  Clarke.  —  I  believe  that  the  decision  of 

The  following  proposition  was  read:  the  United  States  Board  on  Geographic  Names 

"  Names  of  places  are  Xo  be  given  in  the  Eng-  "  ^®  ^^«  ^"""^^  ^^  **>«  ^™«  o'  *  P>*««  *»  ^^«  «®''- 

lish  form.    When  both  an  English  and  vernac-  rect  one  and  should  be  adopted, 

ular  form  are  used  in  English  works  the  vernac-  Mr.  Martel.  —The  United  Sutes  Board  on 

ularistobe  preferred."  Geographic  Names  has  given  decisions  on  a 

Mr.  Barnwell.  —  I  would  suggest  that  we  very  small  number  of  names  as  yet,  and  I  do 

Uke  these  sections  separately.      "  Names  of  not  know  that  it  has  any  intention  of  making  a 

places  are  to  be  given  in  the  English  form."  complete  gazetteer.    What,   therefore,   would 

Miss  E.  E.  Clarke.  —  I  would  suggest  that  you  do  in  regard  to  names  on  which  no  decision 
we  leave  the  question  of  spelling  to  the  United  has  been  made  by  the  board  ? 
States  Board  on  Geographic  Names.  I  think  The  Chairman.  — As  I  understand  Miss 
that  would  be  the  most  satisfactory.  As  I  Clarke's  proposition,  it  is  simply  to  use  the  de- 
understand  it  where  the  English  and  foreign  cisions  so  far  as  the  board  has  at  present  made 
names  are  dififerent    we  use  the   vernacular,  any. 

"  Porto  Rico"  is  a  poor  example,  but  I  cannot  Miss  Clarke's  proposition  was  submitted  to 

think  of  any  other  just  now.  vote,  with  a  result  of  30  in  favor,  5  opposed. 

A  Member.— "Leipzig."  W.  S.  Biscoe.  — I  agree  to  that  so  far  as 

MissCLARKE.— Yes— "Leipzig"  for  example,  it  regards    the  spelling  of  American  names. 

There  is  a  question  whether  "Leipzig"  is  in  I  should  not  recommend  it  for  the  spelling  of 

general  English  use,  which  makes  it  a  difficult  the  names  of  places  which  are  not  American  or 

question  for  the  cataloger.     But  my  suggestion  American  possessions. 

was  that  when  the  United  Sutes  Board  on  Geo-  G.  W.  Cole.  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Board 

graphic  Names  makes  a  decision  as  to  the  form  on  Geographic  Names  has  decided  so  few  for- 

of  the  name,  that  form  should  be  accepted  by  eign  names  that  it  is  very  easy  to  agree  with 

the  cataloger.  them  at  present,  but  what  about  the  future  ?  We 

Mr.  BosTwiCK.  —  Let  me  call  your  attention  should  not  bind  ourselves  to  anything,  because 

to  the  fact  that  the  proposition  on  the  board  we  do  not  know  what  their  supplementary  llstf 

does  not  say  "  general  English  use."  I  would  may  be. 

suggest  that  the  word  "general"  be  inserted  The  Chairman.— This  meeting  is  merely  for 

there  and  the  proposition  would  I  think  not  be  the  expression  of  opinion;   we  oblige  the  Asso- 

open  to  so  much  objection.    We  all  know  that  ciation  to  nothing. 

in  recent  times  there  has  been  a  public  tendency  Mr.  Cole. — I  would  suggest  that  you  change 

to  the  use  of  foreign  forms.     You  will  find  this  the  proposition  so  that  it  would  simply  refer  to 
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names  of  American  places  and  American  de-  only  an  initial,  sometimes  write  out  their  fall 

pendencies.  names." 

H.  L.  Elmbndorf. — I  would  be  satisfied  to  let  How  many  are  in  favor  of  this  proposition  ? 

the  American  board  decide  for  American  names,  Miss  Wagner. — How  do  you  know  that  the 

and   let  foreign  boards  decide  for  their  own  author  is  sometime  in  the  future  going  to  fill 

names.     The  idea  is  that  each  board  should  out  his  name  ?    How  do  you  know  that  he  is 

decide  the  national  usage  of  its  own  names.  not  going  to  write  out  his  name  in  full  ?    This 

C.   W.   Andrews.  —  I  may  add    that  Con-  is  not  a  practical  suggestion, 

gressional  documents  must  have  the  spelling  Miss  Hitchlbr. — And  according  to  this  rule 

approved  of  by  the  board.  books  by  the  same  man  would  appear  in  several 

E.  L.  BuRCHARD.  —  And  all  charts  and  maps  places,  and  the  public  might  be  led  to  think  that 

and  publications  of  that  nature.  they  were  by  different  people, 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  proposi-  Mr.  Crunden. — It  seems  to  me  that  we  will 

tion:  all  agree  on  the  general   principle  that  rules 

••A  book  with  the  name  of  the  author  given,  should  be  made  so  that  there  will  be  as  few  ex- 

not  on  the  title-page  but  on  the  verso  of  the  ceptions  as   possible.       Now  it  is  absolutely 

title-page,  at  the  end  of  preface,  introduction,  necessary  in  some  cases  to  give  the  full  name 

or  of  the  whole  book,  is  to  be  entered  under  his      ^  ..       .^  j'«*«       i.u    -.^-u ^i«^^^* 

name,  enclosed  in  brackets,  and  with  a  note:  «'  *"  »«"»°'  »»  distinguish,  perhaps  different 

'Copyrighted  by,*  or 'Preface  signed  by,' etc."  editions,  where  there  is  no  other  distinction. 

E.  B.  Hunt.  -  If  the  author's  name  appears  Such  cases,  then,  give  a  simple  rule  to  be  gener- 
in  the  book  itself  that  is  sufficient.  It  makes  no  '"y  followed,  with  the  only  exception  in  in- 
difference whether  the  name  appears  at  the  end  «*»"=«»  *''««  y«"  '=*'"'«  S"*  »•»*  complete 
of  the  preface  or  not;  the  cataloger  has  simply  '>^<'><* 

to  put  the  name  down  as  it  appears  in  the  book,  Mr.  Andrews.  - 1  wanted  to  say  that  there 

with  a  note  that  it  only  appears  in  the  preface.  '»  °ne  disadvantage  in  the  printed  card  system. 

As  for  brackett  in  such  a  case,  that  appears  to  "«*  t"""*  '»  '*»*  q«si«on  »'  »'""  that  it  will  uke 

me  to  be  nonsense.  '<>  P'*"'  **"  '•'<^»-    ^'«  y""  """"«  *<»  "*'*  *"* 

The  following  propositionwas  read:  "«•'»  »'  t''""  "««''•  '••"«  "«  "'"«  »"«•  «" 

the  full  name  of  the  author  7 

"  Books  by  an  author  who  has  had  different  Several  members.  —  No. 

names  at  different  periods  shall  in  each  case  be  ..      .  „.  __„„       tu:-  _.....  ~„.i..  .„  t.«  j_ 

entered  under  the  name  on  the  title-page,  with  Mr.  Andrews.  -  This  matter  ought  to  be  in 

a  note  explaining  the  change  of  name,  and  re-  your  minds  in  this  discussion.    I  came  here 

ceive  an  added  entry  either  under  the  present  this  morning  to  learn  your  opinions  on  these 

name  or  that  by  which  the  author  is  best  known  points,  which  vitally  affect  the  plan  of  the  com- 

mittee,  because  I  suppose  the  largest   single 

Favored  by  8;  opposed  by  25.  item  ig  the  preparation  of  the  title;  and  in  that 

Mr.  Barnwell.— I  have  already  advocated  ^jj^  question  of  the  full  name  of  the  author, 

that  rule.  Mr.  Chairman,  although  I  had  nothing  jjj^  distinguishing  of  the  different  editions  of 

to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  questions.     It  the  book,  etc.,  all  require  a  considerable  allow- 

carries  out  my  idea  exactly.     We  arc  making  anceoftime.    Is  it  desirable  that  we  shall  spend 

our  catalogs  for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  most  ^^^h  time  in  ascertaining  full  names,  and  if 

of  the  public  know  a  book  by  that  form  of  the  ^^^  shall  we  fill  them  out  when  we  do  know  the 

author's  name  which  appears  on  the  title-page  names  ?    In  that  way  you  would  have  to  fill 

of  the  book.  them  out  as  you  get  to  know  them,  and  you  will 

Mr.  BiscoE.— I  dissent  entirely  from  that,  always  have  a  catalog  and  index  with  some 

The  public  may  know  a  book  under  the  title-  ^^^^^  fiHed  out  and  some  not.    The  matter  is 

page  with  which  it  appears,  but  the  title-page  ^^^  ^j  all  clear  to  my  mind, 

under  which  a  book  appeared  50  years  ago  they  j^^    Biscoe.  — I  have    always    found  some 

do  not  know.     What  the  public  knows  is  the  names  in  a  catalog  filled  out  and  some  not.    Is 

form  of  the  tiUe-page  as  it  appears  to-day.  ^^^^^  ^^y  reason  for  omitting  to  fill  out  a  name 

The  Chairman  read  a  proposition,  as  follows:  ^j^^^  ^^  know  ? 

••  Initials  of  forenames  are  not  to  be  filled  out,  Mr.  Andrews.  —  No. 

except  in  cases  of  authors  who  sometimes  use  Mr.  Hanson.  —  I  think  all  libraries  will  have 
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to  do  a  little  looking  up  of  names  after  receiv*  old  she  was,  though  not  always    the   latter, 

ing  the  cards.     For  instance,  if  the  Publishing  Take  for  example  Henry  James  the  father  and 

Section  sends  us  cards  with  the  initials  filled  in,  Henry  James  the  son.    Give  for  the  father  his 

and  we  don't  want  them  that  way,  why  nothing  chronology,  1811- 1882  (the  year  of  his  death) 

is  simpler  than  to  draw  a  line  through  the  part  — and  then  you  have  distinctive  record,  short, 

we  do  not  want.  expressive,  and  a  biographical  fact.   Then  give 

S.  H.  Berry.  — There  are  a  good  many  cata-  for  the  son  the  entry  "  Henry  James,  1843*' 

logers  who  make  a  name  slip  for  every  form  of  (he  was  born  in  1843),  and  leave  a  blank  after 

entry  either  of  person,  place  or  thing.    We  do  that,  as  he  is  still  living;  and  again  you  have  a 

this,  and  upon  that  slip  we  give  our  authority,  short  biographical  fact.     I  strongly  advocate 

which  we  look  up  once  and  for  all,  for  every-  this  system,  and  if  it  is  properly  kept  it  should 

thing  that  has  been  done,  and  I  find  that  we  prove  of  incalculable  value  to  any  library, 

save  20  per  cent,  of  the  time  of  eight  or  nine  The  Chairman.  —  I  am  happy  to  say  that  a 

catalogers  in  our  library;    this   makes    these  considerable  number  of  libraries  seem  to  be 

slips  of  some  consequence.     I  found  this  par-  doing  this. 

ticularly  useful  in  the  case  of  one  man  who  had  Mr.  Hui«rr.  —  The  same  intelligent  public  for 

13  different  names;  we  cut  them  all  out  but  whom  the  catalogs  are  being  prepared  will  in  all 

four,  and  we  had  our  authority  for  it  on  these  probability  take  the  dates  for  the  shelf  numbers, 

slips.    We  have  26  trays,  16  Inches  in  depth  of  Miss  Rabardv.  —  The  Boston  Athenaeum  has 

these  cards,  and  if  carefully  kept  they  are  a  been  trying  this  date   method  for  years  and 

great  advantage.  now  we  are  erasing  the  dates  and  putting  in 

Mr.  Crunden.  —  Since  Mr.  Andrews  has  said  instead  note  of  profession  or  title,  as,  in  the 
that  the  greater  part  of  this  work  was  the  get-  case  of  the  Jameses,  "  Swedenborgian  min- 
ting of  the  names,  then  we  do  not  want  to  hunt  ister"  for  the  son,  and  ''Novelist"  for  the 
up  13  names  out  of  curiosity;  and  if  we  happen  father. 

to  find  some  of  them,  and  they  are  on  the  cards,  Mr.   Tillinghast.  —  We  have  been  in  the 

why  we  can  cross  out  the  superfluous  ones.  habit  of  using  the  place  from  which  the  writer 

A.   R.  Spofford.  —  There  is  one    question  comes,  or  some  designation  like  "  poet,"  "  nov- 

that  occurs  to  me  which  I  do  not  see  written  on  elist,"  or  something  like  that, 

the  blackboard,  and  that  question  is  this:  The  Mr.  Andrews. -*  I  heartily  agree  with  what 

entry  of  titles  is  first  prefixed  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Spofford  said.      In  the  case  of  books  writ- 

the  author,  and  there  are  many  cases  (in  some  ten  by  men  who  are  dead  it  is  a  great  benefit, 

cases  they  amount  to  thousands)  in  which  per-  and  it  is  also  a  great  benefit  in  the  case  of 

sons  of  the  same  name  have  written  books,  and  posthumous  works. 

you  have  sometimes  to  deal  with'all  these  per-  Mr.  Martel.  —  I  seems  to  me  that  it  would 

sons.     The  British  Museum  catalog  may  be  be  a  great  advantage  if  this  could  be  put  into 

mentioned  as  a  conspicuous  example.     In  that  the  co-operative  catalog,  as  there  are  so  many 

they  distinguish  writers  of  the  same  name  by  variations  in  regard  to  the  names.    These  details 

place  of  residence  or  profession,  or  by  titles  (of  are    hard   to  find,   but  speaking  generally  it 

greater  or  less  honor  given  by  the  universities  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  they  could  be 

and  other  institutions),  and  so  on.     But  I  do  given. 

not  find  any  systematic  catalog  known  to  me  G.  W.  Cole.  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the  propo- 
in  which  is  used  so  simple  a  method  of  settling  sition  made  by  Mr.  Spofford  is  the  better  one, 
diversity  of  authorship  as  the  one  which  I  have  for  half  the  time  when  we  go  into  a  long  desig- 
used  and  will  put  before  you.  It  is  this:  You  nation  of  names  or  titles  we  are  doing  just 
know  the  full  name  of  the  author,  and  you  can  what  we  want  to  avoid,  and  that  is  making  our 
look  up  a  little  of  his  chronology;  you  can  find  headings  too  long,  and  taking  up  too  much 
his  century  at  least,  and  you  can  find  more  than  space.  The  dates  would  give  much  better  in- 
that  in  ninety  cases  out  of  every  hundred;  formation  in  much  less  space, 
you  can  name  the  date  of  his  death  if  he  hap-  Miss  F.  M.  Winchell.  —  It  may  be  of  inter- 
pens  to  be  dead,  and  leave  a  dash  after  his  est  to  know  that  Mr.  Cutter  nowadays  adds  the 
name  if  still  living.  In  this  way  people  can  description  after  the  name,  such  as  "philoso- 
find  how  old  he  was — and  in  some  cases  how  pher,"  "poet,"  "  novelist,"  and  so  on. 
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The  following  propositions  were  read:  compositor ;  there  is  plenty  of  room  on  the  line 

..Tf_*i..                             ji.-.^  and  the  omission  will  save  worlc  for  him. 

"In  choice  between  country  and  subject, entry  *""  »^"'=  "»"«'"""••"*  °«  '^  ^"'^   v*  «  «. 

under  the  subject,  with   local  subdivision  for  Mr.  Hanson.  —  It  may  be  necessary  to  print 

country,  is  to  be  preferred  in  the  arts  and  the  imprint  distinctively;  that  is  to  say  as  a 

sciences,  including  even  such  subjects  as  educa-  different  heading. 

tion.   law,   tariflf,   taxation,   finance,    banking.  Miss  A   S   Tyler  —  It  seems  to  me  that  the 

Under  the  name  of  the  country  shall  be  entered  *^*!'  ^'  ^'  ^  ^^^^'    . "  '®*™®  \®  ™*  ^^^\  ^T^ 

in  general  the  historical,  political,  social,  and  showing  of  the  copyright  date  instead  of  the 

descriptive  works  about  the  country."      This  imprint  date  is  very  important, 

proposition  was  approved.  The  vote  on  this  proposition  showed  almost 

Imprint:    Order  of  imprint  to  be:  all  in  favor;  only  about  half  of  the  members 

1.  Place  of  publication,  Itq  tanauaire  of  title  P^^^sent  voted,  but  there  were  only  two  voting 

2.  Publisher's  name,       f           »     8  against  it. 

i  Ntm^'r^o""^o'}ume..  or  of  pages,  if  only  ^he  Chairman.  -Now  for  the  next  proposl- 

one  volume.  tion:     '*  Instead  of  title-page  date  always  give 

5.  Maps,  portraits,  illustrations,  etc.  copyright  date."    We  shall  have  to  move  swiftly 

^*  S^'^'  because  the  time  is  short.     We  are  to  vote  on 

The  object  is  to  get  a  uniform  Imprint,  that  Is  the  copyright  date, 

why  this  Is  proposed.  Mr.  Martel.  —  I  would  like  to  ask  if  that 

t    G.  W.  Cole.  —  I  believe  that  the  idea  of  writ-  proposition  means  that  only  one  date    is  to 

ing  the  Imprint  Immediately  following  the  title,  be  given  and  that  that  is  to  be  the  copyright 

as  is  done  under  the  Dewey  rules,  is  more  or  less  date.      If  it  does  mean  that,  I  should  say  that 

objectionable.      I  believe  that  It  is  a  much  bet-  the  date  of  the  imprint  must  also  be  given, 

ter  and  shorter  plan  to  begin  the  imprint  at  the  The  Chairman.  —  How  many  are  in  favor  of 

top.  giving  the  single  date?    None. 

H.  L.  Elmendorf. —  In  line  4  it  reads:  "  Num-  How  many  are  in  favor  of  giving  more  than 

ber    of   volumes,   or  of   pages,    if    only    one  one  date  ?    40. 

volume."    I  do  not  think  that  It  Is  any  more  W.  H.  Tillinghast.  —  I  think  the  proposition 

necessary  to  have  the  number  of  pages  If  there  ought  to  be  that  only  the  different  dates  will  be 

is  only  one  volume  than  if  there  are  50.     Why  given  if  there  is  a  difference  between  the  Im- 

should  there  be  a  description  given  of  the  num-  print  date  and  the  copyright  date, 

ber  of  pages  if  It  as  a  work  happens  to  be  F.  B.  Gay.  —  What  would  you  do  In  the  case 

only  a  one-volume  book  ?  of  books  that  are  licensed  at  the  date  of  wrlt- 

S.  H.  Berry.  —  Because  we  want  to  know  Ing?     They  are  never  copyrighted,  and  they 

whether  it  Is  a  mere  pamphlet  or  a  long  disqui-  are  printed  at  a  much  later  date.    Would  you 

sitlon  on  the  subject.   Of  course  If  it  is  a  many-  call  that  the  copyright  date  ? 

volume  affair  we  know  that  It  Is  an  extensive  W.  P.  Cutter.  — It  is  not  a  work  until  it  is 

treatise.  printed,  and  it  makes  no  difference  If  It  Is  11- 

W.  P.  Cutter.  —  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  censed  before  it  is  printed.     You  cannot  get  an 

have  a  formal  entry  on  the  card.    The  printed  earlier  date  for  a  book  than  the  date  of  the 

cards  do  not  give  prominence  to  the  date  of  printing    or   making  of  the  book,  no  matter 

the  publishing  of  scientific  works,  which  Is  a  whether  It  Is  licensed  or  not. 

very  Important  feature  In  works  of  that  nature.  The  Chairman.  —  The  question  pertaining  to 

It  seems  to  me  as  if  the  Imprint  should  come  the  actual  copyrighting  of  books  is  one  which  we 

first  and  then  the  publisher's  name.  really  have  not  taken  Into  consideration  here. 

Mr.  Andrews. —  That  Is  objectionable  because  Mr.  Martel.  —  There  are  many  other  dates 

It  is  not  very  nice  to  have  a  sentence  that  is  to  be  found  In  books  besides  the  copyright  and 

partly  in  English  and  partly  In  a  foreign  Ian-  Imprint  dates. 

guage.     We  might  drop  down,  however,  the  Mr.  Cole.  —  I  have  in  mind  books  which  are 

bibliographical    Information,    and    leave    the  reprinted  from  old  plates  and  appear  as  new 

place  of  publication,  publisher,  and  date  of  pub-  editions  after  a  lapse  of  15  or  20  or  even  30 

llshlng  In  the  main  title.    The  only  person  who  years.     It  seems  to  me  that  in  order  to  Identify 

will  benefit  by  this  omission  of  the  full  number  editions  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  date  of 

of  pages  and  full  bibliographical  details  is  the  edition  given. 


1 62  MONTREAL  CONFERENCE, 

Mr.  TiLLiNGiiAST.  — I  suggest  that  as  much  slip  between  the  cards  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 

information  as  to  dates  as  it  may  be  possible  iiig  duplicates.     It  makes  a  fairly  clear  copy, 

to  collect  be  given  in  addition  to  the  imprint  and  I  find  it  to  be  a  great  saving  of  work, 

date  and  the  copyright  date  or  dates.  The  Chairman,  {reading:^ —  *'  Methods  for 

The  Chairman. — We  will  pass  to  the  next  multiplying  cards  rapidly,  more  rapidly  than 

proposition.     This  one  has  been  mercilessly  by  the  library  hand  —  Is  the  typewriter  to  be 

cut  down,  and  we  shall  have  to  hurry  as  the  recommended  ?    What  is  the  ratio  of  gain  in 

time  is  drawing  to  an  end  rapidly.    {Reading:)  time  of  the  typewiiter  as  a  duplicating  machine 

"  Omit  imprint  from  the  great  mass  of  fiction."  over  the  library  hand  ?" 

Mr.  BiscoB.  —  In  the  matter  of  the  date  of  Miss  E.  M.  Chandler. — With  regard  to  the 

the  imprint,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  always,  saving  of  time  by  using  the  typewriter,  we 

and  without  exception,  to  enter  it.     Take  the  estimate  that  by  its  use  we  effect  a  saving  of 

case  of  the  large  mass  of  novels  which  so  often  50  per  cent,  of  time  in  making  copies  and  in 

wear  out,  and  are  so  often  replaced,  I  think  an  straight-ahead  cataloging, 

imprint  in  such  a  case  as  this  would  be  mislead-  Mr.  Hanson.  —  No  doubt  it  is  a  saving  of 

ing  and  valueless.  time,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  very  much  harder 

S.  H.  Berry.  —  For  editions  that  are  likely  to  work, 

become  permanent  and  that  are  to  be  kept  in  Miss  Wagener. — We   use  a  "Remington** 

the  library,  or  editions  of  standard  works,  we  typewriter  and  find  that  we  can  average  60  or 

should  enter  the  imprint  date,  but  for  novels  7©  cards  per  hour. 

and  pamphlets  and  such  things  it  is  not  worth  Miss  Chandler.  —  I  would  like  to  add  that 

while  taking  the  trouble  to  do  so.  we  use  the  **  Smith  Premier'*  typewriter. 

R.  R.  Bowker.  —  How  do  you  know  whether  The  Chairman.  —  Time  is  up  and  we  shall 

a  new  author  will  be  popular  or  not,  whether  have  to  call  the  meeting  to  a  close.    We  have 

you  will  keep  him  or  not  ?  enough  material  before  us  to  keep  us  going  all 

The  Chairman,  (rz-ij^iw^.-) — Duplicatipg  Meth^  day  but  shall  have  to  leave   the  remainder  of 

ods:  What  methods  for  duplicating  cards  have  the  program.    We  cannot  possibly  discuss  it  all. 

been  tried  and  found  satisfactory  ?  Mr.  Hanson.  —  It  seems  that  from  the  ap- 

Mr.  Crunden.  —  The  typewriter.  pearances  of  this  demonstration  that  a  section 

Mr.  Elmendorf.  —  The  usual  method  of  du-  ©^  catalogers  would  be  the  proper  thing  for  the 

plicating  consists  generally  in  taking  a  card  annual  meeting. —  I   have   here  a  resolution 

and   a  typewriter  and  writing  the  card,  and  which  I  would  like  to  propose: 

going  through  the  same  process  again.     I  sup-  Resolved,    That    it  is   desirable  to    have  at 

pose  there    has    really  been    no   satisfactory  each  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library 

method  yet  found.  Association  at  least  one  full  session  which  shall 

Mr.  Bostwick.  —  We  are  just  about  to  try  a  ^«  <J«Y°^«d  to  questions  of  cataloging  and  clas- 

jc  J  *           r  t  1.^           1-    u        #  sificaiion  only,  and,  that  the  question  of  estab- 

modified  form  of  hektograph,  but  of  course  we  Ushing  a  cataloging  section  be  hereby  referred 

do  not  yet  know  how  it  will  work.  to  the  Council  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 

Mr.    Burchard. — Where    typewriters    are  ciation.     Voted, 

used,  I  have  found  it  successful  to  use  a  carbon  The  meeting  was  thereafter  adjourned. 
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A  ••  ROUND  TABLE"  meeting  of  officer!  of 
•^^  State  Library  Associations  was  held  in 
Convocation  Hall,  Presbyterian  College,  on 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  June  8.  The  meet- 
ing was  intended  for  the  free  and  informal  dis- 
cussion of  questions  affecting  association  work. 
There  was  no  set  program,  speakers  and  topics 
having  been  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  chair- 
man, W.  L.  R.  GiFFORD,  president  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Library  Club.  About  30  persons, 
all  officers  of  library  associations,  were  present, 
and  the  meeting  proved  entirely  animated  and 
interested. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.m. 
by  Chairman  W.  L.  R.  Gifford,  who  said: 
I  wish  to  say  a  word  about  the  object  of  this 
round  table  of  officers  of  state  library  associa- 
tions. It  Is  the  first  time  such  a  thing  has  been 
attempted  at  any  A.  L.  A.  conference,  and  the 
meeting  is  purely  experimental.  We  desire  to 
find  out,  by  an  interchange  of  opinions,  how  far 
the  work  of  the  libraries  in  the  different  states 
can  be  affected  by  attempting  to  organize  asso- 
ciations on  somewhat  similar  lines  as  regards 
constitution,  and  so  forth;  and  in  consider- 
ing the  program,  it  seemed  to  me  we  could  at- 
uin  far  the  best  results  by  not  attempting  to 
have  any  set  papers,  but  by  making  the  meet- 
ing as  informal  as  possible,  so  that  all  might 
feel  free  to  exchange  views.  I  was  pleased  at 
receiving  from  a  few  of  the  officers  of  the  dif- 
ferent associations  suggestions  to  this  effect. 
The  one  thing  most  desired  was  there  should 
be  no  set  papers.  Consequently,  I  acceded  in 
advance  to  that  request,  and  the  success  of  the 
meeting  depends  upon  the  audience,  in  whose 
hands  I  place  it. 

As  for  the  topics  suggested  for  discussion 
to-day,  one  of  them  was  as  follows:  "The 
object  of  state  associations  should  be  to  cultivate 
an  esprit  de  corps.  It  seems  to  me  that  before  we 
begin  to  discuss  the  details  of  the  work  we  are 
attempting  to  do,  we  should  first  take  up  the 
object  for  which  we  have  organized,  and  as 
Miss  Ahern,  of  Chicago,  suggested  this  subject, 
I  will  ask  her  to  open  the  meeting. 

Miss  M.  E.  AiiFRN. —  The  chief  object  of  the 
state  association  is  to  cultivate  an  esprit  de 


corps  between  the  librarians  of  the  state  or  the 
sections  which  it  represents.  Most  of  the  li- 
brarians are  far  from  the  library  centers  and 
apart  from  the  others  particularly  interested  in 
the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  they 
must  depend  upon  the  inspiration  and  enthu- 
siasm of  the  state  library  association  for  help 
to  carry  them  through  their  work. 

For  this  reason,  particular  attention  should 
be  given  to  arranging  the  programs  for  these 
meetings,  both  from  the  practical  and  social 
sides.  In  every  association  there  will  probably 
be  members  of  the  A.  L.  A.  and  on  them  de- 
volves the  duty  of  bringing  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  national  association  into  the  smaller  gather- 
ings, for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  not  have 
had  the  privilege  of  attending  library  meetings. 
We  come  to  our  annual  meetings  and  hear  the 
conference  subjects  discussed,  we  get  new 
points  of  view,  and  have  the  benefit  of  change, 
if  nothing  more,  and  there  is  a  responsibility 
resting  upon  us  to  go  back  to  our  own  states 
and  take  to  others  some  of  the  inspiration, 
some  of  the  altruistic  spirit,  which  is  so  im- 
portant a  part  of  the  spirit  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  you 
could  see  the  faces  of  the  librarians  of  small  li- 
braries, when  they  hear  for  the  first  time  what 
seem  to  us  to  be  almost  platitudes,  if  you  could 
see  the  effect  of  their  attempts  to  carry  out 
these  suggestions  in  small  libraries,  you  would 
be  willing  to  make  a  little  more  effort  to  be 
present  at  the  meetings  of  your  state  associa- 
tions. 

The  state  association  is  no  place  for  exploit- 
ing fine-spun  theories  on  library  work.  The 
situation  as  it  really  exists  must  be  treated 
with  practical  common  sense,  at  the  same  time 
with  the  object  in  view  of  raising  the  standard 
of  work  a  little  higher  at  each  succeeding  meet- 
ing. 

A  mistake  is  sometimes  made  in  placing  on 
the  program  a  bright  and  shining  light  of  the 
community  in  which  the  meeting  is  held,  re- 
gardless of  the  interests  of  the  association,  and 
the  library  spirit  of  many  meetings  has  been 
smothered  because  the  time  and  strength  of  the 
association  were  consumed  in  listening  to  long 
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dissertations  having  no  reference  to  the  matter  communication  from  the   New   York  Library 

in  hand.  Club,  of  which  I  am  also  a  member,  asking  me 

The  meeting  of  the  state  library  associations  to  suggest  topics  for  papers,  and  intimating 

should  be  religiously  guarded  against  lending  its  that  the  person  suggesting  should  write  upon 

aid  to  the  glorification  of  any  one  person,  but  them.     I  fell  a  victim  to  the  invitation,  sug- 

the  object  should  be  kept  steadily  in  view  that  gested  a  topic,  and  was  invited  to  write  upon  it. 

the  meetings  are  for  the  betterment  of  all  and  Within  a  month  I  received  a  second  circular, 

the  progress  of  the  work.  saying  they  had  already  secured  by  this  means 

One  of  the  detriments  of  the  success  of  many  sufficient  suggestions  to  fill  their  program  to 

library  meetings  is  the  failure  to  respond  on  the  end  of  the  year.     At  that  time  I  had  begun 

the  part  of  those  who  have  consented  to  the  use  the  preparation  of  a  program  for  our  February 

of  their  name  on  the  printed  program.    Such  meeting.     From  the  latter  part  of  November 

procedure,  when  at  all  avoidable,  is  completely  until  early  in  February  I  struggled  with  that 

indefensible.     It  not  only  robs  the  association  program.      I  won't  venture  to  say  how  many 

of  others  who  would  probably  do  better  work  letters  were  written,  or  how  long  it  was  before 

than  a  perron  guilty  of  such  an  action,  but  it  is  answers  were  received.    At  any  rate,  the  pro- 

a  downright  dishonest  use  of  the  association  gram  was  not  ready  until  late  in  the  first  week 

for  the  purpose  of  self-advertisement.  in  February ;  then  at  the  last  moment  there  came 

Every  program  should  be  prepared  with  the  &  hitch,  and  the  program  was  not  out  until 
needs  of  all  kinds  of  libraries  in  mind,  the  about  ten  days  before  the  meeting.  That  ex- 
small  as  well  as  the  large.  If  there  are  mem-  perience  called  my  attention  again  to  the  New 
bers  who  feel  on  account  of  their  advancement  York  Library  Club  plan.  We  decided  to  do 
in  the  work,  that  the  program  offers  no  food  likewise,  and  well  in  advance  of  our  nextmeet- 
for  them,  then  they  have  the  opportunity  to  ^'^%  ^^  sent  out  a  circular,  as  follows : 
give  out  of  the  store  of  their  abundance  some-  "  The  old  methods  followed  in  planning  for 
thing  that  will  help  the  less  fortunate  brethren.  ^^^  meetings  of  the  Connecticut  Library  Asso- 

One  who  attends  a  meeting  with  the  dispo-  ^i^^^o"  ^*v«   n/>^  *^«en  wholly  satisfactory  to 

,..,.,         It..                     ,  those  having  the  matter  m  charge,  and  it  has 

siiion  to  help  make  it  a  success  in  every  way  been  thought  best  to  try  the  plan  used  by  the 

possible,  always  comes  away  with  the  feeling  New  York  Library  Club,  in  the  hope  of  adding 

•'  it  was  good  to  be  there."  interest  to  the  meetings.     We,  therefore,  ask 

Chairman  Gifford.  —  Miss  Ahern  has  stated  ^^^^ )}.  ^^^^  ""J!^  )Lm^\y  suggest  {a)  any  topic  you 

,       ,      .u       u-     .     r          1.,  ^     ,^  would  like  discussed  at  the  meeting;  ib)  any 

very  clearly  the  objects  for  which   the  state  topic  upon  which  you  would  be  willing  to  speak 

associations  are  formed  and  the  possibilities  of  or  write.     The  subject  may  be  any  matter  con- 

the  work  we  have  in  charge ;  and  all  of  us  here  n^cted  with  books  or  libraries,  and  you  may 

who  have  served  on  the  executive  boards  of  g^^e  either  your  own  experience  or  your  opinion. 

...            SI,               ..«.,.  '^o^  confining  yourself  by  any  means  to  those 

state  associations   will  sympathize  heartily  in  connected  with  your  own  library  or  its  methods. 

regard   to  the  particular  nervous  strain  that  "  This  request  is  sent  to  every  member  of  the 

comes  in  attempting  to  arrange  a  program.    As  association,  and  when  replies  are  received  they 

she  has  outlined  pretty  thoroughly  the  diflferent  "^'"^  ^J  collated,  subjects  selected,  and  a  notice 

,        .     r  ♦».                I          ..»«!,  sent  to  each  member  as  to  when  the  subject 

phases  of  the  general  question,  I  shall  not  at  suggested  will  come  up,  and  when  it  is  desira- 

present  call   upon  any  individually,   but   will  ble  that  the  paper  or  notes  for  discussion  should 

throw  the  meeting  open  and  invite  you  to  speak  ^^  ready. 

freely    on    anything    which    may    have  been  *' There  are  many  members  of  the  association 
.  J  u    iT                .  "^^^  ^ave  made  no  contributions  to  the  pro- 
suggested  by  her  remarks.  gram,  and  we  especially  desire  such  to  take  a 

Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson.  —  I  think  the  chief  part  in  the  coming  meetings, 

trouble  with  our  programs  is  not  the  difficulty  "Kindly  reply,  if  possible,  within  a  week. 

Miss  Ahern  suggested,  but  the  difficulty  of  hav-  /?°  """^  bcsitate  to  suggest  more  than  one  topic. 

...                              .         . .            „   /     .  if   you  have  more  than  one  which   you   wish 

ing  the  same  persons  in  evidence  all  the  time.  brought  before  the  meeting." 

Dr.  W.  J.  James.  — Miss  Ahern  touched  a  Within  a  week  we  had  12  or  15  replies.     Our 

painful  chord  in  my  bosom.      The  Connecticut  membership  is  about  115.    We  received,  in  an- 

Library  Association  elects  officers  for  two  years  swer  to  that  circular,  50  suggestions,  by  25  per- 

in  succession.    Towards  the  end  of  my  first  year  sons,  and  of  the  50  subjects  15  are  covered  by 

as  president,  I  received  a  pleasantly  worded  papers  that  are  promised  by  the  people  sug- 
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gesting  them.      This  large  number  of  sugges-  cult  to  prevent  the  burden  falling  upon  a  very 

tions  gave  us  one   special   advantage.     Our  few  members. 

programs  had  been  usually  of  the  chance  Dr.  Richardson. — The  amount  of  time  any- 
order  ;  there  was  no  coherence,  and  the  several  one  can  spend  upon  the  work  and  the  number 
papers  had  no  direct  connection  with  one  of  meetings  he  can  attend  are  very  closely  re- 
another.  As  a  result  of  these  suggestions,  we  lated,  because  if  you  cannot  afford  to  spend 
were  able  to  get  up  a  program  for  our  next  very  much  time,  you  cannot  afford  to  go  to  very 
meeting  that  was  coherent  and  logical.  The  many  meetings.  It  may  be  taken  for  granted 
programs  were  issued  three  weeks  before  the  that  we  of  the  A.  L.  A.  know  the  burden  of  too 
date  of  meeting,  and  the  officers  experienced  a  many  meetings,  and  I  think  when  it  comes  to 
delightful  sense  of  calm  and  rest.  We  gave  the  state  associations  it  is  the  same  thing.  In 
the  entire  afternoon  to  matters  connected  with  the  New  Jersey  association  we  have  two  meet- 
small  country  libraries.  We  hold  three  meet-  ingsa  year  —  an  annual  meeting  in  the  fall  and 
ings  a  year,  and  there  is,  I  think,  every  pros-  a  joint  meeting.  That  is  about  all  we  can  do. 
pect  that  we  shall  be  able  to  supply  programs  How  much  time  can  a  librarian  afford  to  give 
for  the  two  remaining  meetings  of  the  year,  these  association  meetings?  I  cannot  afford  to 
and  perhaps  have  something  left  over  for  the  attend  more  than  two,  and  there  are  half  a 
next.  I  believe  that  by  some  such  method  you  dozen  other  librarians  in  the  state  that  are  in 
will  frequently  get  suggestions  from  members  the  same  case.  I  say,  therefore,  the  librarian 
who  do  not  take  part  in  the  program.  Nearly  cannot  afford  to  attend  more  than  two  state  as- 
everyone  has  some  difficulty,  or  pet  scheme,  or  sociation  meetings  in  the  year, 
fad,  that  may  work  in  well.  You  can  bring  a  J.  L.  Whitney. — In  April  we  had  a  fine  meet- 
good  deal  more  force  to  bear  upon  them  to  pro-  ing  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club,  at 
duce  a  paper  upon  that  particular  topic,  than  if  Providence.  We  are  now  attending  another 
you  suggest  a  topic  to  them  yourself.  library  meeting,  and  week  after  next  the 
Chairman  Gifford. — These  points,  I  am  Massachusetts  Library  Club  is  to  have  a  second 
sure,  we  can  all  confirm  from  our  own  experi-  meeting,  not  far  from  Boston.  This,  it  seems 
ence.  I  know  in  the  Massachusetts  Library  to  me,  is  asking  too  much  of  librarians;  it  is 
Club  we  have  felt  there  were  some  of  us  who  asking  too  much  of  trustees  to  allow  their  as- 
had  talked  just  about  as  many  times  as  the  rest  sistants  to  go.  Our  trustees  very  generously, 
of  the  members  wished  to  hear  us,  and  during  some  time  ago,  set  aside  fiooto  allow  the  libra- 
the  past  year  we  have  been  going  outside  a  lit-  rians  of  our  branches  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
tie  more  than  formerly.  I  think  Professor  the  state  club,  because  it  was  thought  that, 
James's  suggestion  is  a  good  one.  Anything  separated  as  they  were  from  the  central  library, 
that  will  interest  the  great  body  of  the  mem-  they  were  not  likely  to  get  in  touch  with  what 
bers  of  a  club,  so  that  they  will  feel  free  and  was  going  on  except  by  attending  such  meet- 
willing  to  contribute  papers,  and  will  have  a  ings.  This  has  proved  a  great  boon,  but  the 
little  more  vital  interest  in  the  club's  work,  is  money  will  soon  be  exhausted,  though  possibly 
most  desirable;  but,  above  all,  I  must  say  I  another  appropriation  may  come.  Our  trustees 
think  the  program  ought  to  be  interesting,  also  give  assistants  their  time  for  such  meet- 
There  is  one  matter,  on  which  perhaps  Dr.  ings,  and  frequently  pay  their  whole  expenses, 
Richardson  can  throw  some  light.  One  or  two  or  half.  This  amounted  to  a  considerable 
people  have  written  to  me,  who  queried  how  sum  when  they  went  to  Providence,  and  to 
much  time  a  busy  librarian  was  warranted  in  a  smaller  sum  when  meetings  were  nearer 
giving  to  carry  on  state  association  work  when  home.  In  the  matter  of  material  for  these  meet- 
the  number  of  members  was  so  small  that  the  ings,  I  think  the  small  state  associations  have 
burden  was  necessarily  a  heavy  one.  This  certain  advantages  over  the  larger  ones.  For 
matter  hat  been  somewhat  of  a  stumbling-block  instance,  we  can  have  lectures  on  bookbinding, 
to  a  good  many  state  officers.  It  does  not,  per-  or,  as  at  Boston,  a  lecture  on  the  processes  of 
haps,  matter  so  much  in  Massachusetts  and  photography,  with  illustrations,  and  similar 
Rhode  Island,  but  in  states  where  the  distances  lectures  on  printing  and  engraving,  and  other 
to  be  covered  are  much  greater,  unless  the  in-  matters  that  could  not  be  given  with  advantage 
terest  in  the  club  can  be  widespread,  it  is  diffi-  in  a  larger  association. 
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Chairman  Gifford. — As  president  of  the  With  us  when  ever  a  small  librarian  has  told 
Massachusetts  Library  Club,  I  may  explain  about  her  conditions  of  work,  a  majority  of  the 
what  might  possibly  be  misunderstood  from  meeting  have  been  satisfied  with  the  results.  It 
Mr.  Whitney's  remarks.  The  club  last  fall  has  been  what  they  call  '*  an  interesting  meet- 
changed  the  date  of  the  annual  meeting,  so  that  ing."  When  the  same  people  are  in  evidence 
the  executive  committee  was  forced  to  have  a  all  the  time,  they  get  to  say  the  same  thing  so 
meetingin  June,  otherwise  we  should  have  been  well  that  it  discourages  those  who  are  not  so 
glad  to  omit  the  June  meeting,  considering  that  well  versed,  especially  in  public  speaking, 
it  comes  so  shortly  after  the  post-conference  trip.  Mr.   Koopman.  —  I   was  glad  to  hear  Miss 

Dr.  Richardson. — How  many  meetings  have  Ahern,  because    it    seems    to    me    we    have 

you  a  year?  brought  out  here  a  topic  which  is  of  impor- 

Chairman  Gifford. — Practically  on  the  basis  tance,  and  that  is,  whether  it  is  of  value  to  a 

of  four  meetings.     We  are  obliged  by  the  con-  club  to  hold  a  great  number  of  meetings.     It 

stitution  to  have  two,  but  we  usually  have  three  seems  to  me  it  is  possible  to  overwork  a  club 

or  four.  in  this  way.     In  Massachusetts  we  have  many 

W.  J.  Jamks. — We  have  three  meetings.  librarians,  and  the  distances  are  comparatively 

Miss  Nina  E.  Brownk. — I  think  the  trouble  small.     One  meeting  a  year  has  been  held  at 

with  the  clubs  in  the  past  has  been  in  having  Boston,  and  other  meetings  at  places  outside, 

the  same  people  over  and  over  again.    My  feel-  It  is  possible  to  have  a  great  variety  of  topics 

ing  is  that  we  should  use  the  younger  people  to  appeal  to  different  grades  of  library  workers, 

who  are  trying  to  make  a  name.     If  they  do  and  alfo  to  make  a  local  appeal  to  small  places 

well,  some  librarian  says:  "There  is  a  person  I  which  have  not  been  visited  before.     It  seems 

will  keep  my  eye  on,"  while  the  very  fact  that  the  to  me  a  club  can  sometimes  afford  to  sacrifice 

young  person,  just  beginning,  is  asked  to  speak,  something  of  its  own  direct  profit  to  that  ^^jy 

gives  stimulus  for  him  to  do  well.     The  new  element  of  local  appeal. 

members  who  make  a  place  for  themselves  have  Chairman   Gifford. — One   suggestion    has 

a  chance  of  doing  good  work.     The  executive  been  made  on  which  I  think  somebody  may 

committee  should  arrange  with  one  or  two  of  have  an  opinion  to  offer.    One  librarian  wrote 

the  familiar  stand-bys  to  lead  the  discussion,  saying  she   hoped    somebody   would    present 

and  let  the  younger  workers  do  the  rest.  suggestions  on  how  to  interest  librarians  who 

H.  L.  Koopman. — ^What  do  you  think  of  the  never  attended  meetings,  and  how  to  get  them 

frequency  of  meetings,  Miss  Ahern?  to  join  the  state  association. 

Miss  Ahsrn. — I  have  been  sitting  herein  a  Mr.  Kooi'MAN.  —  Professor  James  has  sug- 

stateof  bewilderment  to  hear  the  easy  way  in  gested   something  in   that  line,  but  there  is 

which  you  talk  about  having  two,  three,  four  or  another  device  that  might  be  employed.     Why 

more  meetings  in  a  year.     We  cannot  do  it  out  not  make  it  a  matter  of  personal  solicitation,  of 

West;  it  is  impossible.     Most  of  the  western  direct  writing  ?    One  could  easily  invite  the  per- 

state  associations  have  an  annual  meeting,  and  son  in  question,  not]to  read  a  paper,  but  after  the 

that  takes  all  the  force,  and  strength,  and  power  program  was  decided  upon, to  discuss  some  topic, 

we  have  to  make  it  good  and  effective.     The  W.  H.  Tillingiiast.  —  It  has  been  the  first 

majority  of  the  members  come  from  small  11-  object  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club,  so 

braries,  and  they  cannot  afford  to  attend  more  long  as  I  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  to  in- 

than  one  meeting  in  a  year.     Time  is  allowed  terest  the  librarians  of  the  very  smallest  libra- 

by  some  of  the  libraries,  a  very  few  pay  the  li-  ries,  and  to  attract  them  into  the  club;  and  yet, 

brarian's  travelling  expenses,  and  the  rest  go  the  club  has  been  continually  criticized  that  it 

at  their  own  expense.     With  the  distances  we  did  nothing  for  that  class  of  librarians  and  for 

have  to  cover,  it  would  be  impossible  to  arrange  the  assistants  in  the  large  libraries.     I  suppose 

for  any  kind  of  a  satisfactory  meeting  more  than  our  holding  four  meetings  a  year  is  one  method 

once  a  year.  of    meeting  that    problem,  by  rcaitering  the 

I  want  to  emphasize  strongly  Miss  Browne's  meetings  about  the  slate,  in  the  hope  that  while 

suggestion,  which  to  my  mind  is  the  only  solution  all  the  members  cannot  attend   all  meetings, 

of  the  problem  out  West:  it  is  to  put  the  young  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  each  meet- 

aod  less  experienced  librarians  on  the  program,  ing   will  manage  to  attend.     The  invitations 
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are  always  sent  to  all  the  libraries  in  the  im-  work.     It  has  seemed  to  me  possible  for  the 

mediate  vicinity  of  the  meeting,  whether  the  club  to  undertake  work  independently  of  its 

librarians  or  any  of  the  force  are  members  of  meetings,  and  give  instruction  or  advice  to  the 

the  club  or  not.     They  are  urged  to  attend  that  smaller  libraries,  something  in  this  way:  hold 

meeting,  and  an  opportunity  is  given  them  to  in  different  parts  of  the  state  an  extremely  ele- 

join  the  club,  if  they  wish  to  to  do  so.     That,  mentary  course  of  instruction,  the  club  making 

however,  has  not  been  sufficient  in  Massachu-  all  the  arrangements,  selecting  the  speakers, 

setts.     We  could  not  get  around  the  state  often  and,  if  possible,  paying  them,  so  that  the  work 

enough,  and  people  in  the  district  parts  of  the  should  not  come  too  heavily  on  the  individual 

state,undoubtedly  lost  their  interest  in  the  club,  who  had  to  execute  it.     These  courses  should 

They  would  join  when  a  meeting  came  in  their  be  given  in  small  places,  yet  convenient  of  ac- 

neighborhood,  and  after  a  year  would  drop  out,  cess  from  other  places  round  about  it,  and  ob- 

not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  ject  lessons  in  library  administration  should  be 

another  meeting  without  going  some  distance  carried  on.    Such  a  peripatetic  course  would 

from  their  library.    The  result  has  been   the  materially  supplement  the   work  of  the  club, 

organization  of  two  local  clubs.      One   is  in  Harvard  College  gives  the  members  of  its  staff 

western  Massachusetts,  and  takes  in  territory  their  time  when  they  attend  the  Massachusetts 

west  of  the  Connecticut,  and  the  other  has  its  Library  Club  meeJngs.     When  the  club  was 

domain  between  the  Connecticut  and  Worces-  first  organized,  and  the  question  of  the  attend- 

ter.     These  two  clubs  are  affiliated  with   the  ance  of  the  staff  came  up,  Mr.  Winsor  took  the 

Massachusetts  Club,  and  contribute  something  ground  that  attendance  was  library  work,  and 

to  the  treasury  of  the  state  club.     They  hold  should  not  be  hindered.     The  time  expended, 

meetings  independent  of  the  state  club,  and  however,  was  as  far  as  he  felt  at  liberty  to  go. 

these  meetings  are  not  always  attended  by  of-  Miss  Ahern.  —  I  would  like  to  know,  by  a 

ficers  of  the  state  club;  but  one  of  the  agree-  show  of  hands,  how  many  libraries  pay  the  ex- 

ments  of  affiliation  was  that  the   state  club,  penses  and  allow  the  time  of  their  librarian  to  at- 

when  called  upon,  should  provide  a  speaker  or  tend  meetings  of  the  state  association?    About 

speakers.     That  has  sometimes  been  done,  the  six  hands  were  raised, 

state  club  paying  the  expenses.  How   many  have  time  allowed,  but  no  ex- 

This  development  has  sometimes  been  criti-  penses  paid  ?     About  six  hands  were  raised, 

cited  as  weakening  the  state  club;  but  it  does  How  many  take  such  attendance  out  of  their 

not  seem  to  me  it  has  done  so.    I  don't  consider  vacation  ?    None. 

that  any  movement  promoting  the  advancement  I  have  made  efforts  two  or  three  times  on  be- 

of  library  interests  in  the  state  can  be  considered  half  of  librarians  who  said  they  could  not  afford 

to  weaken  the  state  club,  however  slight  the  to  attend  a  state  association  meeting.    I  brought 

bond  connecting  it  with  the  state  club.     Un-  two  last  vear  to  the  Illinois  meeting  by  writing 

doubtedly,  much  more  might  be  done  in  com-  to  the  president  of  the  library  board  and  saying: 

bining  or  arranging  the  work  of  the  clubs,  so  *' I  have  asked  your  librarian  to  attend  our 

that  state  clubs  and  local  clubs  should  pull  to-  meeting  and  take  part  in  its  program, and  lam 

gether  a  little  better  than  they    have  done,  sorry  it  will  not  be  possible  for  her  to  attend  on 

Whether  it  should  be  through  closer  connec-  account  of  her  small  salary  and  the  need  of  her 

tion  or  in  organization,  I  am  not  sure.     When  I  in  the  library."    In  both  cases  time  at  least  was 

was  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  Massa-  allowed  for  the  purpose.    Some  time  I  would 

cbusetts   Library   Club,    Miss   Browne   urged  like  to  publish  the  names  of  those  libraries  that 

strongly  that  we  should,  at  the  beginning  of  send  their  librarians  to  state  association  meet- 

the  year,  plan  a  campaign  for  the  whole  year,  ings,  and  those  that  allow  time  or  attendance, 

embracing  the  local  clubs  in  its  scope,  as  well  adding,  *'The  rest  take  the  time  out  of  their  va- 

as  the  state  club.     It  so  happened  we  could  cation."      The  inspiration   received    at    these 

not  do  that  at  the  time,  but  I  think  it  an  excel-  meetings  is  doubly  worth  what  it  would  cost  a 

lent  thing  to  do.  library  to  send  its  librarian. 

Another  method  of  interesting  and  helping  W.  J.  James.  —  You  must  leave  out  the  col- 

the  smaller  libraries  has  occurred  to  me  person-  leges  —  the  librarians  of  colleges,  for  instance, 

ally,  but  it  has  never  been  carried  out  in  club  For  on  this  principle  a  college  would  have  to 
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pay  practically  the  expenses  of  its  entire  faculty, 
sometimes  two  or  three  times  a  year,  in  attend- 
ing meetings  of  scientific  and  literary  organiza- 
tions. There  is  no  inclination  on  the  part  of 
colleges  to  treat  their  librarians  otherwise  than 
generously. 

J.  L.  Whitney.  —  The  Boston  Public  Library 
has  paid  the  expenses  of  five  members  of  its 
staff  to  this  conference. 

Chairman  Gifford. — Is  it  wise  to  have  a 
meeting  in  a  place  where  the  library  has  not 
joined  the  club  ?  It  seems  to  me  it  is  possible 
for  the  club  almost  to  invite  itself,  and  the  local 
institution  might  be  fostered  by  the  visit  of  so 
many  people  engaged  in  library  work.  Two  or 
three  years  ago  it  had  become  almost  a  custom 
of  our  club,  whenever  it  visited  any  of  the 
smaller  towns,  to  be  provided  with  a  free 
lunch,  usually  by  some  wealthy  citizen  who  was 
on  the  board  of  trustees,  or  who  could  be  per- 
suaded to  take  a  temporary  interest  in  library 
work.  In  tome  cases  it  was  all  right,  but  some 
of  us  became  alarmed  at  the  precedent  because 
we  knew  there  were  some  towns  that  hesitated 
to  invite  us,  simply  on  account  of  this  expense; 
and  so  we  arranged  for  ',a  meeting  where  we 
gave  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  de- 
sired to  pay  our  own  bills.  The  former  pre- 
cedent, I  am  happy  to  say,  is  now  entirely 
destroyed.  All  we  ask  is  for  the  town  to  ar- 
range with  some  caterer  to  provide  the  neces- 
sary lunch.  Our  secretary  is  informed  in 
advance  of  the  expense,  and  in  the  notifications 
of  the  meeting  the  request  is  made  that  mem- 
bers signify  whether  they  wish  to  be  served 
with  lunch,  at  such-and-such  a  price.  It  has 
made  several  of  the  smaller  towns  feel  that  the 
entertaining  of  a  club  numbering  over  400 
members  is  by  no  means  beyond  the  bounds 
of  possibility. 

W.  J.  James. —  How  would  you  arrange  in  the 
case  of  a  town  of  500  or  600  inhabitants  with  no 
hotel  accommodations  ? 

Chairman  Gifford.  —  I  should  recommend 
that  the  meeting  be  held  in  the  summer,  with  a 
basket  lunch. 

Miss  A  HERN.  —  In  the  Illinois  association  we 
have  pursued  something  of  that  plan,  in  the 
past  year,  at  least.  We  have  been  trying  to  get 
the  southern  part  of  the  state  interested  in  our 
meetings,  and  so  I  wrote  last  spring  to  two  li- 
brarians, saying  we  would  like  to  acquaint 
them  with  library  matters  in  the  other  part  of 


the  state,  and  would  like  to  go  to  their  town  and 
hold  our  annual  meeting.  In  one  case  I  re- 
ceived a  most  hearty  letter;  the  other  was  a  lit- 
tle more  conservative,  and  asked  what  they 
would  be  required  to  do.  I  said  we  wanted  a 
place  to  hold  a  meeting,  and  recognition  from 
the  public  library.  We  accepted  the  second  in- 
vitation, and  I  think  we  did  some  good  mis- 
sionary work.  The  board  and  librarian  did 
everything  they  could  to  make  us  have  a  good 
time,  and  as  a  consequence,  all  will,  I  think,  be 
at  our  next  annual  meeting. 

Miss  F.  M.  WiNCHELL.  —  I  have  been  careful 
to  add,  in  asking  for  an  invitation,  that  no  hos- 
pitality in  the  way  of  lunches  was  expected,  and 
that  there  need  be  no  hesitancy  to  invite  us  on 
that  account.  In  that  way  we  meet  in  new 
places  not  visited  by  the  club  before,  and  we 
feel  we  may  get  librarians  of  small  libraries  in- 
terested who  have  not  attended  the  meetings. 

Chairman  Gifford.  —  It  seems  to  me  that 
furnishes  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  formation 
of  the  small  local  clubs.  I  think  the  Massachu- 
setts Library  Club  will  eventually  be  distinctly 
stronger  because  of  the  afiSliated  clubs  that  have 
been  started  in  the  state. 

W.  J.  James.  —  As  to  the  four  meetings  of 
the  Connecticut  association  held  during  my 
presidency,  in  every  case  we  have  had  a  dis- 
tinct invitation  to  go  to  a  particular  place.  We 
also  have  two  invitations  ahead  now  for  future 
meetings.  I  don't  think  we  often  receive  invi- 
tations from  the  large  cities,  but  whenever  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  central  meeting  we  are  at 
liberty  to  go  to  almost  any  one  of  the  large 
hotels  in  the  large  cities.  As  to  luncheon,  as  I 
understand  it,  in  three  cases  the  invitation  in- 
cluded this.  In  the  other,  the  librarian  asked 
me  if  they  would  be  expected  to  furnish  it;  and 
I  said  not  at  all,  but  that  we  would  ask  him  to 
see  that  arrangements  were  made  in  the  town, 
and  that  members  of  the  club  be  informed 
where  they  might  go,  and  of  prices.  With  our 
small  membership,  a  little  over  100,  and  an  at- 
tendance not  much  over  35  or  40,  there  would 
not  be  the  difllculty  you  would  have  with  400. 

Chairman  Gifford.  —  In  the  Massachusetts 
Club  we  have  had  many  invitations  that  have 
necessarily  been  held  over,  because  it  was  only 
practicable  to  accept  at  just  one  season  of  the 
year.  Our  meeting  in  the  spring  or  fall  is  usu- 
ally a  country  one.  The  winter  meeting  is  al- 
ways held  in  Boston.     In  regard  to  the  large 
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states  in  the  West,  how  do  they  manage  when  W.  H.  Tillinghast.  —  It  would  be  interest* 

the  meeting  extends  over  three  or  four  days  ?  ing  to  have  the  opinions  of  different  associa- 

Miss  Ahkrn.  —  So  far  as  I  know,  the  regular  tions  on  the  question  of  the  publication  of  their 
annual  meeting  of  the  associations  in  which  I  proceedings,  and  of  the  papers  presented  be- 
hold membership  are  not  longer  than  two  days,  fore  them  —  whether  those  papers  are  best 
or  two  nights  and  one  day.  At  one  time  we  had  published  in  some  of  our  library  journals,  or 
almost  a  week  In  Indiana;  but  we  did  not  call  whether  they  can  also  be  published  and  distrib- 
it  an  association  meeting,  but  a  Library  Insti-  uted  among  the  members  of  the  associations  at 
tute.  It  proved  very  attractive.  The  morning  their  own  expense.  I  should  be  very  glad  If 
session  was  devoted  entirely  to  the  discussion  some  one  could  give  an  experience  in  the  way 
of  technical  work.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  of  printing  and  distributing  papers,  and  also  if 
general  library  administration  and  literary  top-  opinions  might  be  expressed  on  the  question: 
ics,  presented  by  competent  speakers.  Would  such  publication  interfere  with  the  in- 

H.  M.  Utlsy.  — In  Michigan  our  library  as-  terests  of  the  regular  library  journals? 
sociation  has  held  an  annual  meeting  for  the  Mr.  Utlsy.  —  In  Michigan  the  Superintend- 
last  ten  years,  running  through  two  days.  It  ents  of  Public  Instruction  have  always,  of  their 
provided  that  those  who  attended  it  should  be  own  volition,  consented  to  publish  the  proceed- 
accommodated  at  hotels  or  boarding-houses,  ings,  in  full,  of  our  association,  in  their  annual 
usually  at  reduced  rates  at  the  hotels.  We  reports.  There  is  this  disadvantage,  that  these 
have  met  in  different  localities  each  year.  The  come  out  somewhat  late;  that  is,  our  annual 
main  purpose  and  idea  of  the  association  was  meeting  is  usually  held  in  September  or  Octo- 
to  interest  the  smaller  librarians  and  get  them  ber,  and  the  report  does  not  appear  until  the 
to  attend,  if  possible;  and  so  the  program  has  following  spring.  But  I  made  an  arrangement 
usually  been  made  up  with  that  end  in  view,  by  which,  when  the  matter  was  in  type,  for  the 
and  while  to  a  few  of  us  who  have  attended  mere  cost  of  paper  and  presswork  a  thousand 
A.  L.  A.  meetings,  it  was  a  threshing  over  of  copies  were  issued  for  distribution  among  the 
old  straw,  it  was,  nevertheless,  of  interest  to  members  of  our  association, 
the  others,  and  It  has  been  of  advantage  in  the  Miss  Ahern.  —  Public  Libraries  has  on  vari- 
state  in  the  creation  of  esprit  de  corsp.  It  has  ous  occasions  printed  the  proceedings  of  several 
awakened  an  interest  not  only  among  librari-  state  associations.  They  are  sent  for  by  libra- 
ans,  but  among  the  people  who  are  influenced  rians  who  were  not  able  to  attend  the  meetings. 
by  libraries  and  librarians.  I  have  long  thought  In  the  West  it  is  impossible  for  the  associations, 
that  our  association  might  do  something  more  many  of  them  not  having  the  money,  to  print 
than  hold  a  meeting,  and  we  have  recently  un-  their  proceedings,  and  in  one  or  two  instances 
dertaken  a  bibliography  of  the  state.  The  mat-  Public  Libraries  has  been  adopted  as  the  organ 
ter  came  to  the  front  more  rapidly  than  we  had  of  the  association.  We  have  presented  the 
anticipated,  by  a  wealthy  gentleman  giving  us  association  with  the  full  proceedings,  not  charg- 
the  assurance  that  the  material  shall  be  printed  ing  anything  for  it;  and  in  every  case  it  has 
when  completed.  Through  the  various  libra-  been  widely  distributed,  not  only  by  librarians, 
ries  in  the  state  we  are  undertaking  that  work,  but  by  school  teachers.  It  certainly  is  worth 
How  rapidly  it  may  go  forward  I  cannot  say,  while  for  associations  to  print  their  proceedings, 
because  it  is  all  extra  work  upon  the  librarians  if  they  can  do  so.  I  would  present  the  matter 
themselves,  and  they  must  give  it  such  time  as  of  forming  a  permanent  organization  for  the 
they  can  afford  outside  their  regular  duties.  consideration  of  this  general  subject,   and  I 

Chairman  Gifford.  —  I  am  glad  Mr.  Utley  would  suggest  that  there  be  a  special  place  for 

has  mentioned  this,  because  I  know  of  no  other  it  on  the  program  of  the  next  conference.    I  will 

instance  where  a  state  library  association  has  move:  *'  It  is  the  sense  of  this  assembly  that  it 

undertaken  a  direct  contribution  to  library  sci-  will  be  for  the  welfare  of  the  different  state 

ence.     Similar  work  is  being  done,  I  think,  in  library  associations  to  set  aside  a  time  for  the 

some  states  by  the  state  commissions.  discussion  of  matters  pertaining  to  state  library 

Miss  Ahern.  — The  California  Library  Asso-  associations  at  the  A.  L.  A.  annual  meetings.'* 

elation  has  prepared  a  handbook  of  the  libra-  Voted, 

ries  of  the  state.  Chairman  Gifford.  —  I  think  we  may  feel, 
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in  spite  of  the  small  number  present,  that  we 
have  broken  the  ice.  It  was  unfortunate,  of 
course,  that  two  subjects  that  have  so  many 
points  in  common  as  state  library  associations 
and  state  library  commissions  should  have  been 
put  down  en  the  program  for  the  same  time, 
but  this  was  discovered  too  late  to  make  a 
change.      Another    thing     I  discovered   only 


yesterday,  was  that  some  thought  this  round 
table  was  open  only  to  those  holding  offices  in 
state  associations.  It  is  to  be  regretted  any 
such  idea  should  have  gone  abroad,  because  it 
was  desired  that  the  round  table  should  be 
attended  by  all  who  were  interested  in  the  sub- 
jects discussed. 
Adjourned  at  4.05  p.m. 


STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONS  :   ROUND  TABLE  MEETING.* 

A  N  informal  "round  table  "meeting  of  officers        Johnson    Brigham  called    attention    to  the 
of  state  library  commissions  was  held  on     need  of  commission  secretaries  imbued  with  a 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  June  9,  at  which  10     missionary  spirit. 

states  —  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  York,  H.  T.  J.  Lee,  of  Toronto,  spoke  of  the  situa- 
Georgia,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  tion  in  that  city,  where  the  library  had  been 
Iowa,  and  Minnesota  —  were  represented.     F.     obliged  to  sue  the  city  for  the  amount  of  money 

due  it  under  the  law. 

Objection  was  made  to  any  suggestion  in  the 
law  of  the  possible  abolition  of  a  library. 

Miss  Katharine  Patton  read  a  paper  by  Miss 
Gratia  Countryman  on 

LINES  OF  WORK   WHICH  A   LIBRARY  COMMISSION 
CAN   PROFITABLY   UNDERTAKE. 

(See  p.  51.) 

In  the  discussion  that  followed.  Miss  C.  M. 
Hew  ins  explained  the  work  of  the  library  com- 
mittee of  Connecticut,  and  E.  J.  Hardy,  of  Lind- 
say, Ont.,  spoke  of  the  working  of  the  library 


A.  Hutchins,  secretary  of  the  Wisconsin  Free 
Library  Commission,  presided. 
W.  R.  Eastman  read  a  paper  on 

ESSENTIALS   OF  A   GOOD   STATE  UBRARY   LAW 

(See  p.  4Q.) 

to  which  an  outline  draft  of  a  good  library  law 
was  appended. 

A  spirited  and  useful  discussion  followed. 

Miss  Anne  Wallace,  of  Georgia,  called  atten- 
tion to  local  conditions  in  that  state.  The  state 
library  being  already  established,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  change  the  character  of  its  control. 


A  law  formulated  by  a  commission  would  be  laws  in  Ontario  under  supervision  of  the  Minis- 
most  desirable.  School  and  library  should  be  tcr  of  Education.  In  15  years  the  libraries  have 
kept  distinct.  The  features  of  overlapping  terms  grown  from  100  to  400. 

and  library  contracts  were  specially  favored.  W.  R.  E^astman  explained  the  duties  of  the 

The  Georgia  law  now  confines  the  tax  for  edu-  inspector  of  public  libraries  in  New  York  state, 

cation  to  the  instruction  of  children  in  elemen-  who  reports  on  the  quality  of  work  of  libraries 

tary  English,  and  the   library  commission   is  asking  for  state  aid,  and  promotes  library  or- 

compelled  to  pay  its  own  expenses.  ganization  throughout  the  state. 

F.  A.  Hutchins  preferred  to  found  a  library  Miss  Titcomb  reported  on  the  work  in  Ver- 

by  act  of  a  city  council  or  town  board,  rather  mont,  where  libraries  have  increased  from  29 

than  by  waiting  for  a  popular  vote;  he  believed  to  11 7  in  five  years.     No  town  has  received  more 

in  striking  while  the  iron  was  hot.  than  $50.    The  commission  issue  a  bulletin  of 

Melvil  Dewey  would  make  the  law  compre-  suggestions  and  name  recent  books,  and  visit 

bensive  and  elastic;  ask  for  what  we  want,  and  libraries  to  a  very  limited  extent.    A  paid  secre- 

securc  as  much  of  it  as  possible.     Make  the  tary  is  needed. 


law  progressive,  easy  to  go  forward;  difficult 
if  not  impossible  to  go  back.  Keep  legislatures 
thinking.  The  library  movement  will  bear  the 
light. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Wire  appealed  for  a  short  law,  and 
a  general  law  that  might  be  broadly  construed. 

*  This  report  is  prepared  from  notes  kindly  furnished 
by  Mr.  W.  R.  Eastman. 


It  was  stated  that  in  Connecticut  the  Colonial 
Dames  have  provided  travelling  libraries,  of 
which  some  30  or  40  are  in  use. 

Ex-Gov.  C.  G.  Luce,  of  Michigan,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Spencer,  of  the  same  state,  and  Mr.  Brigham, 
of  Iowa,  continued  the  discussion,  which  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  expiration  of  the  time 
allotted. 
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STATE   AND   LAW   LIBRARY   SECTION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  State  and  Law  Library 
•^^  Section  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Friday, 
June  8,  with  H.  A.  Huse,  state  librarian  of 
Vermont,  as  chairman  pro  tern,  and  Miss  Mary 
L.  Titcomb  as  secretary.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  at  nine  o'clock,  and  Dr.  G.  E. 
Wire  read  a  paper  on 

STATB  RKPORTS,  DIGKSTS,  AND  STATUTES. 

{See  p.  57.) 
C.  B.  Galbreath  followed  with  a  paper  on 

CO-OPKRATION   OF  STATE  UBRARIANS  AND  STATE 
UBRARY  COMMISSIONS. 

(See  p.  54.) 

Melvil  Dewey  spoke  on  the 

LENDING  OF  BOOKS    IN  AND  OUT  OF  THE  CAPITAL 

CITY. 

Mr.  Dewey  advocated  wide  development  of 
this  feature  of  state  library  work,  and  described 
its  yarious  phases,  in  travelling  libraries,  travel- 
ling pictures,  circulation  of  lantern  slides,  and 
of  books  for  the  blind.  He  spoke  of  other 
work  done  by  state  libraries,  in  the  selection 
and  inspection  of  books  for  public  libraries,  a 
paid  help  department  to  conduct  investiga- 
tions for  inquirers,  and  the  use  of  the  long- 
distance telephone  to  give  information. 

After  the  subjects  on  the  program  had  been 
thus  presented  the  meeting  was  opened  to 
general  discussion.  Regarding  the  subject  of 
state  legal  publications  Mr.  Dewey  said  in 
time  the  state  library  might  be  able  to  influence 


the  state  bookmaking  and  secure  a  higher 
standard;  the  state  library  should  be  the  book 
department  of  the  state.  New  York  now  has  a 
law  providing  that  when  any  document  reaches 
the  public  printer  having  no  good  it.dex,  he 
may  send  it  to  the  state  library  and  have  an 
index  made.  Where  index-making  had  pre- 
viously been  a  political  job,  costing  the  state 
from  $900  to  fiooo,  it  was  now  better  done  at  a 
cost  of  about  $300. 

Mrs.  Spencer,  of  the  Michigan  State  Library, 
said  that  in  that  state  the  printing  and  binding  is 
done  under  contract  by  the  Board  of  Auditors. 
At  their  last  meeting  she  had  submitted  samples 
and  advocated  the  production  of  better  work; 
and  some  improvement  had  already  resulted. 

Johnson  Brigham,  of  Iowa,  disapproved  of 
contract  printing,  and  thought  the  state  libra- 
rian should  advocate  a  state  binding  and  print- 
ing plant,  and  should  serve  as  editor  of  the 
state  documents. 

Mr.  Dewey  approved  of  this  plan. 

C.  B.  Galbreath,  of  Ohio,  said  that  at  present 
the  travelling  library  movement  was  the  most 
popular  phase  of  state  commission  work.  In 
Ohio  monthly  meetings  are  held,  and  the  com- 
mission is  taxed  to  its  utmost  to  meet  demands. 
It  has  sent  out  1300  of  these  libraries,  and  these 
have  reached  only  a  fraction  of  the  people  in 
the  state. 

Other  speakers  discussed  phases  of  the  sub- 
jects presented,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned 
at  10.20  p.m. 


TRUSTEES'  SECTION. 


A  BUSINESS  meeting  of  the  Trustees'  Sec- 
'^^  tion  of  the  A.  L.  A.  was  held  en  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday,  June  9,  to  consider  the  sub- 
jects presented  at  the  morning  joint  session  of 
the  Trustees'  Section  and  the  Large  Libraries 
Section.    C.  C.  Soule  presided. 

There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  after 
some  discussion  of  the  subjects  presented  at 
the  morning  session,  and  the  opinions  then  ex- 
pressed, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  (Dr.  Leipzigerand 
Mr.  Montgomery)  submit  to  the  Council  the  fol- 
lowing topics  for  discussion  at  the  next  A>  L.  A. 
meeting: 


1.  The  practice  of  the  librarian  acting  as  sec- 
retary of  the  board. 

2.  Mode  of  selection  of  books. 

The  general  opinion  of  those  taking  part  in 
the  meeting  was  that  the  librarian  should  be 
authorized  to  purchase  such  books  as  are  needed 
immediately  by  the  public  at  his  discretion,  and 
that  lists  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 
board  of  all  books  not  urgently  needed. 

3.  How  far  is  it  wise  for  the  board  of  trustees 
to  subdivide  into  committees  for  active  work  ? 

4.  Should  members  of  the  board  of  education 
be  also  library  trustees  ? 

5.  Should  the  board  be  elected  for  life  or  for 
a  term  of  years  only  ? 
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THE   SOCIAL   SIDE   OF   THE  MONTREAL  CONFERENCE. 

By  Bkssib  S.  Smith,  Librarian  Harlem  Library,  N,    Y,  City, 

np  HE  conference  this  year,  living  up  to  its  mined  that  we  should  not  only  see  Montreal  it- 

past  reputation  of  enjoying  to  the  utmost,  self,  but  some  of  the  many  delightful  spot!  in 

proved  that  its  zeal  for  sight-seeing  was,  as  the  vicinity,  for  which  its  city  is  famous.  It  was 

usual,  almost  limitless.    Not  only  did  every  one  therefore  arranged  that  on  Friday  afternoon  a 

enjoy  thoroughly  the  pleasures  so  generously  steamer  trip  should  be  made  down  the  river, 

provided  by  our  hosts  but  all  apparently  came  and  a  large  number  of  the  visitors  had  the  pleas- 

with  the  intention  of  seeing  everything  which  ure  of  participating  in  this  outing.    The  return 

was  of  interest  in  the  city.     For  those  who  was  made  by  way  of  Lachine,   and  to  those 

were  not  fortunate  enough  to  participate  in  the  who  had   not  previously  "  shot "  the  famous 

conference,  let  us  '*  reminisce"  a  little.  rapids  this  part  of  the  day's  trip  was  of  espe- 

On  the  evening  of  arrival,  Wednesday,  June  cial  interest. 

6,  an  informal  reception  in  the  parlors  of  the  As  we  had  not  yet  delved  into  the  historical 

Windsor  Hotel  gave  all  an  opportunity  for  the  features  of  Montreal,  it  was  with  pleasant  an- 

renewal  of  old  acquaintances,  and  an  exchange  ticipations  that  on  Saturday  evening  we  started 

of  greetings    with    our    hosts,   and   although  toward  the  Chateau  de  Ramezay.   On  the  way 

wearied  by  the  day's  travel  it  was  with  reluct-  a  pleasant  visit  was  made  to  the  Library  of  the 

ance  that  at  last  we  turned  to  rest.  Bar  of  Montreal,  in  the  Court  House,  which  had 

Thursday  afternoon,  local  entertainment  in  been  richly  decorated  in  honor  of  the  occasion, 
the  form  of  a  trolley  ride  about  Montreal  gave  *  and  here  an  interesting  address  was  made  by 
a  beautiful  and  interesting  view  of  the  city.  Mr.  Carter.  Then  came  the  visit  to  the  old 
Its  narrow  streets  and  quaint  houses  awakened  Chateau,  where  the  Numismatic  and  Antiqna- 
vivid  memories  of  similar  cities  in  foreign  coun-  rian  Society  most  cordially  opened  their  doors 
tries,  and  the  unusual  signs  over  the  shop  to  the  members  of  the  A.  L.  A. ,  who  were  re- 
doors  were  a  constant  source  of  amusement —  ceived  with  an  address  of  welcome  by  Judge 
though  it  required  silent  meditation  to  decipher  Baby.  Curios,  rare  old  books,  the  old*fashioned 
the  meaning  of  such  a  one  as,  "Half  Made  historic  rooms,  the  dungeon,  the  great  kitchen. 
Clothing  Ready."  After  circling  the  foot  of  Mt.  the  old  oven,  all  the  quaint  features  of  the  Cba- 
Royal  we  passed  out  of  the  city  limits  through  teau  were  explored  with  interest,  and  It  was  late 
a  beautiful  suburb  until  we  finally  reached  the  when  the  visitors  departed*  with  a  firm  resolu- 
Westmount  Library.  Here,  after  a  few  words  tion  that  after  their  return  home  they  would 
of  welcome  from  Mayor  Lighthall,  of  West-  freshen  their  memories  still  further  regarding 
mount,  and  an  inspection  of  the  handsome  H-  the  history  of  New  France, 
brary  building  a  general  exodus  was  made  to  The  following  day  being  Sunday  every  one 
the  beautiful  lawn  surrounding  the  library,  devoted  themselves  to  the  churches  of  the  city. 
There  we  found  again  that  Canadian  hospi-  Friends  met  friends  everywhere,  from  Notre- 
tality  which  had  so  far  impressed  us  with  its  Dame  de  Bonsecours  to  the  English  cathedral, 
cordiality,  for  while  the  guests  listened  to  the  and  rumor  has  given  it  to  us  that  one  enthu- 
strains  of  orchestral  music,  the  ladies  of  the  siast  visited  17  churches  during  the  day. 
town  of  Westmount  served  delightful  refresh-  Thus  far  we  had  seen  much  of  this  beautiful 
ments.  city,  but  less  of  the  great  university  vhich  had 

That  evening  there  was  a  public  meeting  in  so  munificently  opened  its  doors  lo  us.     It  was 

Windsor  Hall,  where  the  presenceof  manyof  the  therefore  with  special  pleasure  that  on  Monday 

prominent  citizens  of  Montreal  testified  to  their  evening  we  entered  the  doors  of  the  Macdonald 

interest  in  our  work,  but  the  record  of  that  oc-  Engineering  Building,  where  the  Governors, 

casion  belongs  rather  to  the  business  annals  Principal  and   Fellows    of  McGill  University 

than  to  the  social  chronicle.  tendered  a  reception  to  the  members  of  the 

It  was  evident  that  our  hosts  were  deter-  American  Library  Association     The  fine  build- 
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ing  wat  efifectively  decorated  with  both  English  to  the  famous  Grey  Nunnery,  the  scramble  to 

and   American  flags,  and  brilliantly  lighted,  the  French  market  in  the  early  morning,  where 

while  on  the  top  floor  an  orchestra  played.    If  among  other  wares  were  the  fascinating  habu 

we  thought  we  knew  Canadian  cordiality  before,  tani  hats,  promptly  adopted  as  library  head- 

we  discoyered  on  this  evening  that  there  were  gear.    There  was  a  morning  spent  at  the  Iro- 

still  tmfathomed  depths.     Our  hosts  vied  with  quois  village  of  Caughnawaga;  and  beautiful 

one  another  in  their  desire  to  explain  the  in-  drives  and  walks  up  Mt.  Royal,  from  whose 

tricacies  of  the  wonderful  machinery,  and  the  top  is  outspread  a  most  glorious  view  of  the 

chief  thought  of  every  Canadian  seemed  to  be  country  for  miles  around.     And  speaking  of 

to  give  their  guests  all  the  pleasure  possible,  drives,  how  we  revelled  in  them!    One  member 

We  came  away  feeling  in  our  hearts  the  warmth  expressed  the  sentiments  of  all  when  he  said, 

and    genuineness  of   the    cordial    hospitality  "Cab  fares   are  so  cheap  here  that  I  feel  I 

shown  us.  must  drive  in  order  to  economize ! "    All  these 

Tuesday  afternoon  an  unexpected  treat  was  trips  helped  to  add  to  the  pleasures  of  our  so- 
given  by  prominent  citizens  of  Montreal.    Hon.  journ  in  Montreal. 

Senator  Drummond,   Sir  William  Van  Horn,  Though  anticipating  the  delights  of  the  Post- 

and  Mr.  James  Ross  generously  opened  their  conference  we  left  the  city,  which  had  given  us 

private  art  galleries,  hardly  equalled  in  this  such  a  welcome,  with  feelings  of  regret.     But 

country,  and  there  for  several  hours  the  visitors  each  one  of  us  also  felt  a  personal  appreciation 

feasted  their  eyes  upon  Rembrandts,  Teniers,  of  the  untiring  efforts  and  constant  thought- 

Corots,  Turners,  and  many  other  works  from  fulness  of  our  host-in-chief,  Mr.  Gould.    No 

master  hands.  request  was  so  trivial  that  it  did  not  receive  his 

But  our  record  would  be  incomplete  if  it  attention,  and  his  one  aim  was  for  the  comfort 

closed  here — though   Tuesday  was  the  final  and  pleasure  of  the  visitors.     It  was  largely  to 

day  at  Montreal  —  for  while  these  good  times  his  zeal  that  the  conference  proved  such  a 

filled  the  largest  share  of  our  trip,  still  they  pleasure  and  a  success,  and  though  words  are 

were  not  all  that  made  the  Montreal  days  ever  poor,  we  must  again  voice  our  gratitude  for  all 

memorable  and  delightful.    There  was  the  visit  he  did  for  each  one  of  us  and  for  the  A.  L.  A. 


THE   "CANADIANA"  EXHIBIT. 


/^NE  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the 
^^  Conference  was  the  fine  collection  of  Can- 
adiana,  displayed  in  McGill  University  Library 
during  the  week  of  the  business  sessions.  This 
was  prepared  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Gould,  from  mate- 
rial loaned  for  the  occasion  from  the  treasure- 
house  of  the  Archives  of  St.  Mary's  College, 
from  the  rich  collections  of  McGill,  Judge 
Baby,  Mr.  J.  B.  Learmont,  Mr.  W.  D.  Light- 
hall,  and  other  sources.  It  included  rare  man- 
uscripts, maps,  "  relations  "  and  autograph  let- 
ters, early  Canadian  and  French  imprints,  a  col- 
lection representative  of  Canadian  poetry,  his- 
torical portraits  and  views,  medals,  and  water- 
color  drawings  of  old  Montreal  and  Canadian 
scenes. 

The  full  value  and  richness  of  this  collection 
can  hardly  be  indicated  in  the  space  allotted, 
but  a  brief  record  of  some  of  the  material  shown 
may  give  an  idea  of  its  extent  and  importance. 

From  the  Archives  of  St.  Mary's  College, 


Rev.  A.  E.  Jones,  S.J.,  Archivist,  sent  manu- 
scripts that  seemed  to  bring  a  touch  of  actual 
contact  with  the  figures  of  romance,  pathos,  and 
sublime  heroism  that  flit  through  the  shadows 
of  the  past  of  New  France.  Here  are  a  few  ex- 
amples : 

Copy    of  the  Sillery  donation,   autograph  of 
Father  Gabriel  Lallemant,   S.J.,  tortured  to 
death  by  the  Iroquois,  March  17,  1649  (1639); 
Captivity  and  death    of    Ren6    Goupil,  S.J., 
autograph  of  Father  Isaac  Jogues,  S.J.,  who 
was  slain  by  the  Mohawks, Oct.  17, 1646  (1642); 
Original  brief  of  Urban  VII.  in  favor  of  the 
Huron  Chapel  of  St.  Joseph  (St.  Mary's  Mis- 
sion) (1644); 
Sufferings  of  Father  Isaac  Jogues,  autograph 

MS.  by  Father  Paul  Ragueneau,  S.J.  (1652); 
Autograph  journal  of    Father   Jacques  Mar- 
quette, S.J.,  the  discoverer  of  the  Mississippi 

(1674 -1675); 
Marquette's  map  of  the  Mississippi; 
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Original  MS.  of  the  Relatives  (1672- 1679).  first  Quebec  printers  (1767),  with  other  early 

There    were    also     Haron    and    Algonquin  -Montreal  and  Quebec  publications;  the  coUec- 

primers  and   vocabularies;    early  grants  and  tion  of  French  imprints  opened  with  Z^  ^^rr^tir/ 

deeds,  and    petitions;    a    set  of    the    "editio  /raifftftx  of  1608  - 39,  and  there  were  eight  Eng- 

princeps,"  Cramoisy  original  edition,  of  the  lish  imprints  opening  with  '*  Complete  history 

Jesuit  Relations  (1635 -1672),  and  an  interest-  of  the  late  war"  (Dublin,  1763),  and  closing 

ing  collection  of  portraits  of  the  Fathers,  in  with  Thomas  Mantes's   "  History  of  the  late 


photographs  and  engravings,  including  Le 
Jeune,  Ragueneau,  Jogues,  Lalemant,  Charle- 
voix, and  Breboeuf. 

From  McGill  University  were  shown  a  collec- 
tion of  46  portraits  of  governors,  ecclesiastics, 
statesmen,  and  soldiers  of  Canada;  Champlain's 


war  in  North  America"  (London,  1772)* 

From  Mr.  W.  D.  Lighthall  was  shown  an  in- 
teresting collection  of  Canadian  poetry,  largely 
autograph  or  annotated  copies,  including  nu- 
merous early  and  little-known  examples. 
The  medal  collection  of  Mr.  R.  S.  McLachlan 


voyages,  editions  of  1613  and  1640;  Du  Creux'  comprised  all  medals  (with  one  exception) 
"HistoriaCanadensis,"  containing  the  rare  plate  awarded  as  educational  prizes  in  the  Province 
of  the  massacre  of  the  Jesuits  (1664);  and  other  of  Quebec;  while  in  Mr.  J.  B.  Learmont's  set  of 
early  books  and  manuscripts.  28  water-color  drawings  were  shown  the  old 
In  the  Canadian  imprints  loaned  by  Hon.  French  Parish  Church  of  Montreal,  1725;  the 
Justice  Baby  were  10  examples  of  Fleury  Mes-  St.  Gabriel  Scotch  Church,  1805;  three  views 
plets,  the  first  Montreal  printer,  beginning  with  of  the  Chateau  de  Ramezay,  the  RecoUet  school 
the  "  R^glement  de  la  confr^rie  de  I'adoration  and  church,  the  house  of  P^re  Charlevoix,  the 
perpetuelle  du  S.  Sacrement"  (1776),  the  first  Caughnawaga  Church,  and  many  other  note- 
book printed  at  Montreal ;  a  religious  manual  worthy  scenes  of  old  Montreal,  Ste.  Anne  de 
in  Indian  dialect  from  Brown  &  Girmore,  the  Beaupr6,Tadousac,  and  other  picturesque  spots. 


THE   POST-CONFERENCE. 


By  Hklkn  E.  Hainks. 


"  For  to  admire,  an'  for  to  see, 
For  to  be*old  this  world  so  wide —  " 

n^HE  aspiration  belongs  to  the  Ballad  of  the 
True  Librarian.  Is  it  not  one  of  the  **  ob- 
jects "  of  the  American  Library  Association  — 
even  if  we  do  not  find  it  in  the  Revised  Consti- 
tution—  and  has  it  not  inspired  library  pil- 
grimages by  land  and  by  water,  from  the  Hud- 
son to  the  Golden  Gate,  from  the  Gulf  to  the 
Great  Lakes  ?  It  is  a  good  aspiration,  for  work 
or  for  play;  it  improves  the  circulation  of  ideas, 
almost  as  important  as  the  circulation  of  books; 
and  it  has  a  wholesome  expansive  influence 
upon  personal  schemes  of  "fixed  location"  in 
opinions  and  beliefs.  Each  year  it  leads  its 
followers  into  fresh  paths,  giving  to  those  who 
will  receive  it  an  outlook  beyond  the  printed 
page,  and  quickening  the  mind  and  the  spirit; 
and  if  we  know  its  manifestation  by  the  prosaic 
and  familiar  name  of  a  Post-conference  —  What 
does  a  commonplace  name  matter,  so  long  as 
there  is  an  aspiration  underneath  ? 
There  have  been  many  Post-conference  jour- 


neys. The  Rockies,  the  Sierras,  the  long  blue 
line  of  the  Tennessee  ridge,  Adirondack  forests, 
bayou  shores,  even  English  hedgerows,  hold 
their  places  in  our  memories  of  A.  L.  A.  travel; 
but  beside  them  and  unsurpassed  must  now  be 
found  the  great  river,  the  cliffs,  the  rolling  hills, 
whose  beauties  crowned  the  first  Canadian  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Library  Association.  And 
there  was  more  than  natural  beauty  to  make 
memorable  this  journey.  It  was  a  step  into 
another  country  —  akin  in  many  aims  and 
aspects;  utterly  foreign  in  others;  full  of  inter- 
est and  significance.  There  was  the  mingling 
of  British  and  French — or  rather,  no  mingling 
but  a  flux  of  two  streams,  together  yet  sepa- 
rate; there  was  the  British  constitution,  touched 
with  the  quicker  spirit  of  a  young  people, 
but  fulfilling  expectations  in  its  assured  con- 
victions, its  evident  sense  of  duty,  its  stand- 
ard of  fair  play,  and — as  Principal  Peterson 
pointed  out  —  its  equanimity  under  some  un- 
friendly criticism;  there  was  the  spirit  of  Old 
France,  with  its  gaiety,  its  graciousness,  its 
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iaisseraiUr;  there  was  the  Church,  pervading  at  nine  o'clock  the  long  thrill  and   ripple  of 

and  domioating,  whether  hung  with  cloth  of  motion  told  that  the  Post-conference  trip  had 

gold  or  with  tarlatan  and  paper  roses  —  mate-  begun.     Almost    together  the    two    steamers 

rials  of  history,  of  romance,  of  politics,  were  pulled  away  from  the  wharf,  the  Canada  soon 

there;  and  over  all  was  the  glow  of  kindly  wel-  gaining  upon  her  sister,  and  little  by  little  the 

come,  of  thoughtful  hospitality,  that  from  first  fast-receding   lights  of    Montreal    faded   out, 

to  last  shone  about  the  path  of  the  library  giving  place  to  scattered  clusters  of  lights  that 

travellers.  now  and  again  told  of  the  shore.    The  moon 

It  is  not  surprising  that  everyone  wanted  to  as  well  as  the  steamers  had  been  chartered  for 

go,   and  almost  everyone  did  go.    The  Local  the  occasion,  and  it  proved   for  most  of  the 

Committee,  at  least,  must  have  keenly  realized  travellers  more  potent  than  sleep  as  a  restorer 

the  great  modern  development  of  the  library  of  tired  nature.    What  the  non  nautical  people 

profession,  referred  to  in  the  President's  ad-  called  the   ''front"  and   "back**  decks  were 

dress,  as  it  strove  manfully  with  the  avalanche  well  filled  with  deck  chairs,  in  cosy  combina- 

of  applications,  inquiries,  demands,  and  recom-  tions  with  golf  capes,  rugs,  and  steamer  blan- 

mendations  that  descended  upon  it  in  increas-  kets,  and  "  heart  to  heart  talks  "  upon 

ing  volume.     It  is  not  many  years  since  an  at-  **  Ships,  and  Kings,  and  sealing  wax, 

tendance  of  100  made  a  good  A.  L.  A.  meeting.  And  whether  pigs  have  wings—'* 

and  50  was  a  fair  average  for  a  Post-confer-  with  other  topics  relating  to  librarians,  if  not 

ence;  at  Montreal  450  library  people  thronged  to  libraries,  filled  a  large  proportion  of  the  sil- 

the  halls  and  avenues  of  McGill,  and   nearly  very  hours  of  the  night. 

300  shared  in  the  beauties  of  the  Saguenay  trip.  On  Wednesday  morning  most  of  the  travel- 

The  evening  of  Tuesday,  June  12,  was  as-  lers  were  up  betimes,  not  to  lose  the  full  beauty 
signed  on  the  program  to  the  Post-confer-  of  the  approach  to  Quebec,  whose  majestic 
ence.  Business  cares  had  been  laid  aside  in  citadel  of  rock  rose  sheer  above  the  shining 
the  morning,  when  about  a  fourth  of  those  river  against  its  background  of  wooded  shores 
present  had  attended  the  final  working  session  and  dim  blue  hills,  while  its  high-piled  tin- 
of  the  conference  to  vote  for  officers  and  des-  sheathed  roofs  and  gilded  spires  flashed  sil- 
patch  unfinished  business.  Then,  for  the  re-  ver  glories  in  the  light  of  the  morning  sun. 
maining  hours  of  the  day  the  tribes  scattered.  The  steamers  lay  for  an  hour  or  so  at  the 
some  to  visit  churches  or  libraries  that  had  so  wharf,  and  the  A.  L.  A.  resolved  itself  into 
far  escaped  their  pursuit;  others  to  pay  a  fare-  Exploring  Sections,  with  varied  aims  but  un- 
well visit  to  the  Mountain,  lingering  again  over  varying  energy.  The  short  time  before  the 
its  revelation  of  sunlit  city  and  river  and  dis-  warning  whistle  sounded  the  return  was  not  too 
tant  hills;  and  others  to  spend  a  few  delightful  short  for  visits  to  the  Basilica,  to  Notre  Dame 
hours  in  the  rich  private  art  galleries,  thrown  des  Victoires,  to  the  Chateau  Frontenac,  for  a 
open  for  the  occasion,  where  the  visitors  real-  glimpse  of  the  Lower  Town  and  the  deserted 
ized  again  the  depth  and  cordiality  of  Montreal  market-places,  for  a  stroll  along  Dufiferin  Ter- 
hospitality.  Early  in  the  evening  the  clans  race,  or  for  a  tentative  investigation  of  the 
gathered  at  the  R.  &  O.  wharf,  where  lay  the  city's  resources  in  the  way  of  souvenirs.  A  few 
twin  steamers  Canada  and  Carolina,  chartered  even  ventured  upon  voyages  of  observation  in 
for  the  library  party.  Here  also  lay  about  an  the  calhhes,  and  others  scrambled  about  the 
acre  of  assorted  baggage,  upon  which  the  green  slopes  of  the  citadel,  where  they  dis- 
travellers  precipitated  themselves,  each  one  re-  cussed  fortifications  and  military  science,  and 
questing  that  his  or  her  trunk  be  deposited  in  gathered  buttercups  and  the  brilliant  coarse 
an  isolated  place  aboard  ship  —  for  even  steamer  Canadian  dandelions.  Most  of  the  explorers 
trunks  did  not  fit  into  staterooms  —  and  that  no  were  athirst  for  historical  information,  and  they 
other  trunks  be  placed  on  top  of  it.  Considera-  sought  it  diligently  and  en  masse  of  the  One  who 
dons  of  baggage  were  interrupted  by  farewells  to  Knew  All  About  Things,  evincing  a  certain  soul- 
Montreal  hosts  and  to  the  few  mournful  libra-  ful  joy  over  the  extraction  of  facts  and  daCes. 
rians  whose  conference  ended  here;  but  gradu.  For  all,  the  time  was  far  too  short,  and  as  the 
ally  the  throngs  on  the  wharf  were  transferred  loiterers  hastened  their  steps  steamerward,  it 
to  the  decks  of  the  two  steamers,  and  promptly  was  with  regretful  backward  glances,  and  a  de- 
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termination  to  make  the  most  of  the  Saturday  tpell    of    a  picturesque  and  rugged    beauty, 

in  Quebec  that  was  set  as  the  last  act  of  the  Tadousac  has  no  level  ground.    From  the  foot 

Post-conference  drama.  of  the    surrounding  mountains  rise  and  fall 

Through  the  hours  of  the  late  morning  and  rounded  terraces,  sometimes  of  sand  mounds, 
early  afternoon  there  were  ever  new  beauties  sometimes  of  gray  or  vine-grown  rock.  The 
and  fresh  interests.  The  retrospect  of  Quebec  amber  waters  of  a  mountain  tarn  mirror  a 
rock-crowned  and  dimming  in  the  distance;  the  broken  mountainside,  and  a  rushing  weir 
white  gleam  of  Montmorency  Falls,  like  a  flag  makes  its  impetuous  way  to  the  great  river  be- 
of  truce  fluttering  in  the  hollow  of  the  cli£fs;  low,  on  whose  further  side  walls  of  rock  rise 
the  low  wooded  shores  of  the  Isle  of  Orleans,  against  the  sky.  There  is  a  Government  sal- 
with  its  white  habitant  houses  clustering  about  mon  hatchery  near  the  tarn;  and  down  beyond 
the  village  church  or  scattered  over  the  green  the  village  on  a  broad  bay  of  the  river  is  the 
farmlands;  the  increasing  majesty  of  the  scene  old  chapel  of  the  Jesuit  mission,  built  150 
as  the  pine-clad  hills  drew  closer  to  the  river's  years  ago  on  the  site  of  a  still  more  ancient 
edge  —  these  and  many  more  are  pictures  stored  church  — a  bodily  reminder  of  the  da3rs  when 
in  the  galleries  of  memory.  It  were  idle  to  Tadousac  was  an  outpost  of  trade  and  of  re- 
touch upon  the  "  points  of  interest "  that  one  ligion  in  New  France. 

by  one  were  left  behind.     Is  not  their  catalog  set  Evening  had  fallen  as  the  steamers  drew  out 

forth  in  the  guide  books  with  precision  and  poetic  from  the  narrow  stream  into  the  great  walled 

fire?    Let  us  recall  rather  the  keen  breath  of  flood  of  the  Saguenay.      Then  little  by  little 

the  wind,  the  sunshine,  and  the  steady  onrush  the  beauty  of  the  night  revealed  itself,  as  the 

of  motion  through  the  dancing  waters,  where  moon  shone  out  upon  the  untroubled  waters, 

the  white  whales  gleamed  and  sank,  and  flashed  touching    with    magic    the    wild    cliffs    and 

again  in  iridescent  half  circles.      In  the  early  forest  clad  mountains  that  rose  on  either  side, 

afternoon  the  steamers  entered  the  broad  ex-  while  overhead,  "  the  floor  of  heaven  was  thick 

panse  of  Murray  Bay,  and  halted  at  the  long  inlaid  with  patines  of  bright  gold."     The  wind 

lower  horn  of  Point  au  Pic,  where  a  sturdy  was  keen,   but  with    rugs    and    cloaks    and 

French  population  thrives  amid  the  cottages  steamer  blankets  that  mattered  little,  for,  as 

and  hotel  eyries  of  the  summer  visitors.     Here  the  guidebook  sapiently observes,  "if  the  night 

scattered  search  parties  sallied  forth,  soon  re-  is  fine  and  the  moon  high  in  the  heavens,  the 

turning  at  the  whistle's  call,  with  triumphant  traveller  will  linger  late  on  deck."     Mufl9ed 

allusions  to  the  beauty  of  the  view  of  river,  forms  in  groups  of  twos  and  threes  and  half 

lake,   and  shore,   as  seen   from   the   wooded  dozens  were  to  be  found   from  the   roof    of 

heights  that  overhang  the  village.  the  pilot  house  and  sheltered  comers  by  the 

Twilight  was  gathering  as  the  steamers  drew  paddle-boxes  to  the  bow  of  the  lower  deck; 

near  the  Bay  of  Tadousac,  the  great  turning-  and   the  arrangement  of  two  chairs  beneath 

point  of  the  journey.     For  the   glories  of  the  a  single   swathing    of    blankets    appeared  to 

closing  day,  as  the  sun  sank,  a  ball  of  ruddy  be    etiquette    for    the    occasion.       Only    one 

fire,  behind  the  purple  mountains  and  cloud  criticism  of  the  night  was  heard  —  and    that 

tints  of  amethyst  and  pale  rose  waxed  and  was    from    the   Poet,   who  lamented   that  he 

waned  and  cast  a    million    shades  of  beauty  had  looked  in  vain   for    the    maiden    in  the 

across  earth  and  sky  and  river,  this  chronicler  moon,  of  whom  legend  tells;  but  it  was  pointed 

has  no  words.     It  was  thus  we  first  saw  the  out  to  him  that  if  he  had  followed   the  ex- 

Saguenay,  as  it  joined  its  waters  with  the  vast  ample  of  others  and  looked  for  the  maiden  on 

expanse  of  the  St.  Lawrence  —  in  the  gloaming,  the  deck  instead,  the  results  might  have  been 

tinged  with  the  sunset  afterglow,  bordered  by  more  satisfactory. 

rounded  rocks  and  mountains  robed  in  shadowy  As  the  steamers  drew  steadily  northward,  the 

pine  forests.    Tadousac  marks  the  entrance  to  air  became  obscured  and  heavy;  a  veil  of  smoke, 

the  great  river  of  the  north,  and  the  steamers  faintly  resinous,  hung  over  the  world,  dimming 

drew  alongside  the  wharf ,  in  a  narrow  creek  on  and  at  times  drowning  the  moon's   radiance; 

either  side  of  which   rise  the  rounded  rocks  then  here  and  there  along  the  mountain-side  to 

that  give  to  Tadousac  its  name.     Here,  for  an  the  left  torches  flared,  until  a  hundred  funeral 

hour  or  so  the  travellers  rambled,  under  the  pyres    flamed    "beacon-like  above    the    rapt 
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world."  Fierce  forest  fires  these  were,  that  Chicoutimi  is  the  limit  of  the  Saguenay  jour- 
bad  raged  for  eight  days  and  had  destroyed  the  ney,  and  here  a  three-hour  halt  was  made.  It 
little  town  of  St.  Etienne,  one  of  the  settle-  Hes  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  the  same  name 
ments  of  the  Price  Lumber  Company,  where  — a  busy  little  lumbering  town,  with  streets 
some  forty  families  had  been  rendered  home'  wherein  the  pedestrian  sighs  for  alpenstocks, 
lets.  For  an  hour  or  two  their  smoke  hung  fog-  and  high-roofed  cottages  perched  on  the  rocky 
like  over  all,  while  through  the  mountains,  far  hillsides.  All  the  civic  dignitaries  of  the  place 
and  near,  their  fiery  serpent  trail  glowed  and  welcomed  the  librarians,  in  the  person  of  Mayor 
broke,  and  appeared  again  in  deep  patches  of  Guay,  who  advanced  to  greet  the  visitors  as  the 
flame.  The  fateful  majesty  of  the  scene  Canada  made  fast  to  the  wharf.  Chicoutimi 
was  interpreted  by  its  watchers  in  various  evidently  believes  in  the  centralization  of  power, 
language.  Some  spoke  of  altars  burning  on  a  for  M.  Guay  combines  with  his  duties  as  Mayor 
hundred  hills,  of  Olympian  funeral  pyres,  of  the  the  offices  of  Chief  of  Police,  Chief  of  Fire  De- 
smokfe-hung  shores  where  Dante  wandered;  to  partment,  and  Magistrate  of  the  County;  he  is 
others  it  recalled  Pittsburgh  as  seen  at  night;  also  a  lay  officer  of  the  Cathedral;  owner  of  the 
others  calculated  the  loss  in  cordwood,  and  dis-  large  pulp  mill  by  and  for  which  Chicoutimi 
cussed  the  influence  of  such  fires  upon  the  lives  and  moves  and  has  its  being;  owner  of 
lumbering  industry;  each  in  his  humor  and  after  most  of  the  real  estate  of  the  region ;  proprietor 
his  kind.  But  as  the  night  wore  on  the  smoke  of  a  fleet  of  schooners  and  of  the  Chicoutimi  tel- 
lightened,  the  fiery  serpents  disappeared,  and  ephone,  telegraph,  and  electric  light  companies; 
the  beauty  of  moon  and  stars  shone  forth  again,  and  the  owner,  editor,  and  publisher  of  the  chief 
undimmed  over  river  and  mountains.  It  was  daily  paper  —  in  a  word, /V/a/,  cWst  luu  His 
under  such  heavens  that  half  an  hour  before  welcome  was  as  ample  as  the  dignities  with 
midnight  the  steamer  drew  with  hushed  pulses  which  he  was  invested.  The  electric  lights  fur- 
under  the  naked  clifif  of  Cape  Eternity,  and  nished  a  midday  illumination  in  honor  of  the 
paused  in  the  rounded  bay  at  whose  further  visitors,  and  the  Mayor  himself  led  the  long 
horn  rise  the  stupendous  triple  terraces  of  procession  of  conveyances  in  which  those  whom 
Cape  Trinity.  There  were  many  who  had  Le  Progrh  du  Saguenay  Xtxmt^*^ ^Xxa^itMx^  z^vl- 
banished  sleep  for  this,  and  for  them  there  can  taines  de  personnes  distingu6s  des  £!tats  Unis," 
be  no  words  to  shadow  forth  the  mystery  of  that  were  taken  to  the  points  of  interest  of  the  town, 
enchanted  basin,  moonlit,  unfathomable  in  the  Chief  among  these  was  the  Mayor's  pulp  mill, 
circle  of  the  hills,  or  the  dark  wonder  of  those  a  scene  of  whirring  activity,  where  soft  saw- 
rock-masses  that  rose  to  meet  the  midnight  sky*  dust  quashed  beneath  one's  feet,  and  the 
Of  the  later  hours  of  the  night,  this  chronicle  fragrance  of  freshly  cut  wood  filled  the  air. 
saith  not.  At  some  unearthly  hour  the  steam-  Here  we  saw  the  long  logs  guided  through 
ers  reached  Ha  Ha  Bay,  where  they  lay  until  the  chute  at  one  end  of  the  mill,  to  emerge 
morning.  Thursday  opened  with  a  fine,  steady,  finally  as  damp  dough-like  sheets  of  pulp,  then 
drizzle  of  rain,  but  the  A.  L.  A.  regards  not  to  be  stamped  and  packed  in  great  bundles,  and 
the  elements,  and  a  number  of  the  travellers  finally  to  start  for  Germany  in  the  freight  cars 
turned  out  in  rainy-day  trim,  to  explore  the  that  stood  on  the  railway  below.  Then  there 
town  of  St.  Alphonse,  some  attending  mass  at  were  the  beautiful  falls  above  the  mills  —  a 
the  village  church,  while  others  visited  the  wonderful  mountain  torrent,  amber-clear,  fall- 
little  school  and  heard  the  small,  dark-eyed  ing  in  clouds  of  white  smoke  over  wild  rocks  and 
;ia5i/a»/x  read  and  recite  in  Norman-French.  All  crags;  while  still  further  up  a  beautiful  stretch 
through  the  morning  the  rain  fell  steadily  and  of  rapids  foamed  and  fretted  against  their  im- 
a  strong  wind  blew,  driving  many  to  the  cabin,  peding  rocks.  The  little  chapel  built  for  the 
where  a  Council  meeting  was  held,  to  the  pre-  workmen  of  the  great  Price  lumber  mills,  and 
mature  extinction  of  an  amateur  concert  organ-  marking  the  site  of  the  old  Jesuit  mission 
ized  for  the  occasion.  By  noon  the  shower  chapel  erected  for  the  Indians  200  years 
ceased,  and  as  the  steamers  neared  the  wharf  before,  was  visited.  Some  of  the  sightseers 
at  Chicoutimi,  there  was  now  and  then  a  va-  found  time  to  inspect  the  fine  sailors'  hospital 
grant  gleam  of  sunshine.  and    the    well-kept   convent;   and    all  visited 
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the  large  cathedral,  the  pride  of  Chicoutimi, 
with  its  altar-piece  of  St.  Ambrose  receiving 
the  Emperor  Constantine,  said  to  be  "un  vrai 
Rubens,"  brought  from  Rome  22  years  ago  by 
the  present  Archbishop  of  Quebec,  then  Bishop 
of  Chicoutimi. 

There  was  much  still  to  see  when  the  steam- 
ers sounded  recall;  but  after  all  the  laggards 
had  gathered  at  the  wharf,  time  and  tide  were 
forced  to  wait  until  copies  of  that  day's  issue  of 
the  Mayor's  paper,  Le  Progrls  du  Saguenay, 
evidently  the  "official  organ"  of  Chicoutimi, 
had  been  pulled  damp  from  the  press,  for  dis- 
tribution as  a  parting  souvenir.  There  were 
other  souvenirs  —  squares  of  pulp  from  the 
mill,  birch  bark,  mosses,  ferns,  even  a  young 
cedar  tree  tenderly  boxed  in  its  native  soil, 
grass  baskets,  and  green  Seminary  scarfs  —  and 
it  was  with  kindly  feelings  toward  Chicoutimi 
and  its  executive  that  the  travellers  waved  fare- 
well as  the  steamers  ploughed  their  way  again 
into  the  river,  headed  on  the  homeward  way. 

All  through  the  later  afternoon  the  most  won- 
derful part  of  the  great  river,  seen  the  evening 
before  by  moonlight,  was  revealed  through 
mingled  rain  and  sunshine.  The  steamers  drew 
close  to  the  wild  shores,  seeming  to  skirt 

**  the  very  baae 
Of  the  mountain  where,  at  a  funeral  pace, 
Round  about,  solemn  and  slow 
One  by  one  the  pinetrees  go, 
So,  like  black  priests  up,  and  so 
Down  the  other  side  afi^ain. 

Here  and  there  the  cascade  of  a  mountain  stream 
hung  its  white  plume  down  the  wall  of  a  great 
cliff,  or  a  patch  of  lingering  snow  gleamed  in 
the  pine  wilderness,  while  the  veil  of  fine  rain, 
constantly  broken  by  brilliant  sunlit  pauses, 
cast  a  thousand  varying  shadow  effects  over 
river  and  shores.  The  showers,  indeed,  were 
an  added  beauty;  and  as  the  great  twin  capes 
loomed  ahead  and  the  rapid  beating  of  the 
engines  stilled  in  their  presence,  suddenly  the 
mists  were  broken  and  swallowed  up  in  sun- 
shine, and  across  blue  sky  and  rain-fresh  earth 
hung  a  double  rainbow,  spanning  the  mountains 
and  smiling  back  from  the  depths  of  the  waters. 
Almost  beside  the  steamer's  rail  rose  the  triple 
promontory  of  Cape  Trinity,  stretching  upward 
in  sheer  reaches  of  stone  that  the  eye  wavered 
to  follow,  a  figure  of  the  Virgin  on  its  second 
terrace,  and  a  white  cross  rising  near  its  crown, 
while  across  the  dark  guarded  basin  of  Eternity 


Bay  towered  its  giant  sister,  robed  with  the  pine 
forest  and  veiled  with  a  floating  shred  of  cloud. 
It  seemed  to  many  enough  to  absorb  it  all  in 
silence  and  lose  the  pettiness  of  self  in  the 
spirit  of  elemental  nature;  but  the  true  tourist 
spirit  is  rather  a  trivial,  childish  curiosity,  and 
there  were  some  to  give  it  vent  in  a  Philistine 
assault  of  stones,  aimed  at  the  mighty  cliffs, 
while  the  austere  silence  of  the  wilderness  was 
broken  by  the  wanton  din  of  steam  whistles 
blown  to  wake  the  angry  answer  of  the  echo. 

The  shadows  of  evening  had  fallen  when  the 
steamers  drew  in  a  second  time  to  the  Tadousac 
wharf,  where  they  were  to  lie  until  tide  turned 
at  break  of  day.  Here,  despite  lowering  clouds 
and  the  grumble  of  thunder,  most  of  the  travel- 
lers turned  out  for  further  explorations.  They 
found  their  way  again  to  the  salmon  weir,  and 
thronged  the  ancient  church,  with  its  relics  of 
a  wild  and  romantic  past,  they  were  caught  in 
a  heavy  thunder  storm,  and  sought  refuge  in 
hospitable  homes,  where  French  kindliness, 
gave  them  a  gracious  welcome;  and  then  they 
walked  steame  rward  along  the  hilly  village  street 
under  a  radiant  canopy  of  stars.  A  number 
gathered  in  the  Tadousac  Hotel,  where  there 
was  dancing  and  refreshments  and  where  the 
passengers  on  the  Canada  and  Carolina  ex- 
changed greetings  and  experiences.  For  those 
who  *  remained  aboard  a  Library  Auction  was 
held,  in  the  cabin  of  the  Canada,  announced  in 
a  huge  placard  as  "  Fonds  de  banqueroute  k 
profit  de  I'ach^teur,"  where  the  prices  paid  for 
*'  unique  "  copies  of  **  Queen  of  the  air,"  "  The 
red  badge  of  courage,"  '*  American  Catalogue, 
part  I,"  and  other  rare  works  deserve  record 
in  '*  Book  prices  current";  while  for  many  deck 
chairs  and  moonlight  still  held  their  charms. 

Early  on  Friday  morning  Murray  Bay  was 
reached  again,  with  a  fair  time  allowance  for 
exploration.  Many  yielded  to  the  fascination  of 
the  calhhe,  and  joined  the  long  procession  that 
moved  along  the  shores  of  the  bay  and  over 
the  hills;  others  climbed  the  steep  hillside  to 
the  Hotel  Richelieu,  and  enjoyed  the  fine  view 
spread  below  ;  some  visited  the  little  village 
school,  with  its  piquant,  vivacious  mistress ; 
and  sooner  or  later  all  thronged  the  Indian 
basket  shop,  and  met  in  the  hurly  burly  of  the 
great  library  raid  on  "Fraser's  "  that  must  be 
long  remembered  in  Murray  Bay  annals.  For 
at  Fraser's  were  rolls  upon  rolls  of  homespun 
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linens,  delicate  counterpanes,  rag-carpet  in  dull  side  of  the  doorway,  a  rotund  Punchinello  of  a 
Persian  greens  and  blues  and  yellows,  home-  Napoleon  I.  on  the  other.  A  Chinese  idol  kept 
spun  stuffs  in  soft  aesthetic  tints,  at  sight  of  guard  further  back,  hobnobbing  with  the  In- 
which  the  three  hundred  was  moved  with  a  true  fant  of  Prague,  while  Ste.  Annes  of  various 
"bargain  day"  frenzy.  High  officials  in  the  sizes  and  complexions  filled  out  the  group. 
A.  L.  A.  were  pressed  into  service  in  measur-  There  was  a  foreign  touch  and  color  about  it 
ing  off  yards  of  stuff  and  making  change,  and  all — the  old  streets  with  their  quaint  French 
the  raiders  withdrew  only  as  the  whistle  houses,  the  open  shaded  square,  across  which 
sounded  the  return  at  10  o'clock.  Once  afloat  babies  played  and  women  chatted,  the  crosses 
again,  a  "loan  exhibit"  was  promptly  held  in  and  the  chapels  dominating  all — and  one  longed 
the  cabin  of  the  Canada^  where  the  vari-col-  to  see  it  all  more  freely  and  more  fully  than 
ored  rugs  and  draperies  made  a  brave  show  as  an  excursion  program  permits.  Small  wonder 
they  were  hung  over  the  gallery  rails,  each  that  it  was  after  five  before  the  last  laggards 
labelled  with  its  owner's  name.  The  hours  of  were  safely  aboard  and  the  steamers  drew 
morning  and  early  afternoon  passed  quickly,  away  towards  the  final  stage  of  their  journey, 
and  at  3  o'clock  the  steamer  made  fast  to  the  The  sun  was  sinking  as  the  citadel  rock  of 
long  pilgrims'  wharf  at  the  village  of  Ste.  Anne  Quebec  again  rose  before  the  voyagers.  The 
de  Beaupr6,  for  a  two-hour  visit  to  the  shrine  steamers  made  fast  at  the  R.  &  O.  wharf,  there 
of  "la  bonne  Ste.  Anne."  to  rest  as  floating  hotels  for  a  night  and  a  day, 
How  can  we  tell,  in  the  space  allotted,  of  all  and  the  three  hundred  scattered  in  squads  and 
that  was  seen  and  done  ?  Down  the  long  wharf  detachments  to  make  the  most  of  the  twilight 
the  procession  made  its  way,  past  the  round  and  evening  hours  in  this  city  of  old-world  en- 
building  which  in  staring  signs  announced  a  chantment.  There  is  no  space  to  chronicle  all 
Cydorama  df  the  Crucifixion,  into  the  open  their  doings.  The  majority  had  been  inspired 
square  before  the  church,  with  its  booths  of  by  the  happy  thought  of  supper  in  Quebec,  and 
rosaries  and  sacred  emblems.  Here  they  were  sought  '*  characteristic  "  restaurants  with  hun- 
met  by  one  of  the  priests  in  charge,  who  led  gry  energy,  from  the  historic  "  Chien  d'Or," 
the  way  into  the  great  church  and  pointed  out  rather  conventionalized  as  a  tourist  show-place, 
its  chief  beauties  —  the  altar  rails  of  carved  to  the  sweet-shops  where  one  might  indulge  in 
marble,  the  great  organ,  and  the  many  rich  ice  cream  at  twenty  cents  for  three  plates,  or 
decorations.  At  the  head  of  the  center  aisle,  the  quaint  foreign  places  in  the  Lower  Town 
before  the  chancel,  stands  the  statue  of  Ste.  where  one  might  secure  "repas  k  toute 
Anne,  with  a  jewelled  relic  case  set  at  its  feet ;  heure."  The  trolley  cars  offered  to  many  op- 
while  all  through  the  church  are  the  offerings  portunity  to  gain  a  general  view  of  the  city; 
of  the  faithful  —  cases  of  jewels  and  trinkets,  and  a  number  made  their  way  to  the  Plains  of 
great  stacks  of  crutches,  cases  of  spectacles  Abraham,  and  wandered  over  fields  and  mead- 
and  eyeglasses,  tokens  of  the  healing  sought  ows — unconscious  trespassers  —  in  search  of 
by  thousands  of  worshippers.  The  various  Wolfe*s  Cove.  It  was  found  at  last,  after  a 
chapels  were  visited,  and  in  the  sacristy  the  troublous  campaign  wherein  thickets  and 
many  souvenirs  of  the  shrine  bought  by  the  barbed  wire  fences  were  carried  successfully 
visitors  were  blessed  by  one  of  the  attending  with  only  one  casualty  reported.  Historical  re- 
priests.  The  old  church  of  Ste.  Anne,  built  in  flections  were  indulged  in  as  the  adventurers 
1658,  and  restored  some  20  years  ago,  was  also  gazed  down  from  the  steep,  wooded  heights 
visited,  as  was  the  elaborate  chapel  of  the  to  the  strand  below  and  recalled  that  dar- 
Scala  Santa,  from  whose  platform  was  revealed  ing  attack;  but  these  were  interrupted  by  the 
a  superb  view  of  river  and  shore.  There  was  realization  that  while  Wolfe  ascended  others 
still  time  for  a  ramble  through  the  quaint  streets  must  descend,  and  the  adventures  of  the  past 
of  the  pilgrim  town,  where  religion  permeates  were  lost  in  the  immediate  perils  of  the  pres- 
every  activity.  Here,  along  the  roadside,  rose  ent.  It  was  learned  later  that  the  explorers 
the  enclosure  of  a  holy  hill,  the  stations  of  the  had  lost  their  bearings,  and  that  further  on  an 
cross  marking  its  winding  paths  ;  there  the  lit-  actual  road  existed,  leading  to  the  cove  below; 
tie  shop  of  a  statue-maker  opened  from  the  but  for  those  who  gazed  upon  that  steep  accliv- 
street,  an   Angel  of  the  Annunciation  on  one  ity,   tangled   with    underbrush   and    set    with 


i8o 


MONTREAL  CONFERENCE. 


ankle-twisting  stones,  and  saw  their  goal  in  the 
shore  road  far  below,  the  Ascent  of  Wolfe's 
Cove  counts  for  little— the  Descent  of  Wolfe's 
Cove  will  long  remain  an  historic  memory. 
How  it  was  accomplished,  let  those  who  know 
tell;  if  they  will.  Then  came  the  long  walk 
around  the  cove  road  through  the  cramped  and 
half-deserted  streets  of  the  Lower  Town,  that 
had  in  some  strange  fashion  lingered  over  from 
the  17th  into  the  20th  century;  and  the  trip  by 
ascenseur  to  the  broad  expanse  of  Dufferin  Ter- 
race, where  the  A.  L.  A.  mingled  in  the  pictur- 
esque stream  that  moved  in  steady  cross-cur- 
rents back  and  forth  upon  the  beautiful  prom- 
enade. There  was  good  music  from  the  Royal 
Victorian  Band; there  were  fascinating  Tommy 
Atkinses;  there  was  moonlight  and  balmy  air 
—  it  is  no  wonder  that  midnight  had  come  and 
gone  before  the  wanderers  were  home  again 
in  the  familiar  staterooms  of  the  Canada  and 
Carolina, 

Saturday  opened  with  a  morning  visit  to 
the  Champlain  Market,  in  its  broad  open 
square  with  surrounding  booths  and  central 
market  buildings.  Entirely  foreign  and  de- 
lightful it  all  was,  from  the  sturdy  Jiabitant 
farmer  squeezing  two  wildly  protesting  pigs 
into  an  inadequate  sack,  to  the  marketwomen 
with  their  maple  sugar  molds  and  their  high 
stacks  of  baskets.  To  the  baskets  most  of  the 
visitors  succumbed;  and  to  the  steeple-crowned 
habitant  hats  in  their  gay  colors;  and  to  the 
bright-dyed  sheep-skin  mats;  and  to  articles 
sundry  and  various.  There  was  a  special  joy, 
too,  in  the  purchasing  process,  for,  of  course, 
every  one  was  resolved  to  try  his  or  her  French 
upon  their  victims,  and  some  of  the  French 
thus  administered  could  be  taken  safely  only 
in  small  doses.  **  Combien  ? "  and  '*  oui "  were 
the  chief  standbys  of  the  visitors,  **  n'est  ce  pas  ?*' 
seemed  to  be  also  generally  regarded  as  a  sure 
resource;  but  even  with  this  equipment  strange 
results  were  sometimes  produced,  as  in  the 
case  of  one  young  librarian  from  whom  was 
evoked  the  startling  acknowledgment  that  the 
small  hats  she  had  just  bought  were  for  her 
**  deux  enfants." 

From  the  market  and  the  shops  the  visitors 
assembled  for  a  trolley  ride  about  the  city,  ten- 
dered under  the  auspices  of  the  Literary  and 
Historical  Society  of  Quebec,  which  was  rep- 
resented by  its  President,  Capt.  Wood,  by  Sir 
James  Le  Moine,  Mr.  P.  B,  Casgrain,  and 
several  other  members. 


A  long  circuit  through  the  city  was  made, 
showing  the  old  and  new,  the  modern  suburbs, 
and  the  unchanged  heart  of  the  old  town.  At 
the  Plains  of  Abraham  the  party  was  led  by  it« 
cicerones  to  the  various  historic  scenes,  none  of 
which,  perhaps,  touched  the  spirit  so  strongly 
as  did  the  slender  shaft  of  the  Wolfe  monument, 
with  its  inscription  so  simple  and  so  potent  — 
"Here  Wolfe  died  Victorious."  From  the 
Plains  a  trip  was  made  to  the  citadel,  where 
red-coated  soldiers,  polite  and  immaculate,  and 
so  delightfully  in  accord  with  one's  expecta- 
tions, conducted  the  A.  L.  A.  about  the  Bar- 
racks, and  accepted  with  calm  satisfaction  their 
charges'  delight  at  the  wonderful  view  out- 
spread below  the  ramparts.  Most  of  the  party 
lingered  to  share  by  their  presence  in  the 
solemn  operation  of  firing  the  noonday  gun, 
and  many  were  taken  to  see  the  small  old  can- 
non, which,  they  were  told,  had  been  carried 
off  from  Bunker  Hill  — a  remark  that  evoked 
the  prompt  reply,  **  Yes,  you  got  the  cannon; 
but  we  got  the  hill!" 

The  afternoon  was  spent  in  varied  fashion. 
Some  lunched  at  the  peaceful  convent  of  Le 
Bon  Pasteur;  many  sought  souvenirs  in  the 
fascinating  shops;  the  majority,  perhaps, drove 
in  calhhfs  or  went  by  train  to  the  beautiful 
Falls  of  Montmorency,  nine  miles  out.  That 
trip  deserves  more  than  a  title-entry.  The 
drive  lay  through  a  true  French  countryside, 
with  its  quaint  houses  of  two  centuries  ago,  its 
market  carts  that  jogged  along  the  white  road, 
with  their  cheerful  walnut-faced  drivers;  its 
wayside  crosses;  and  the  long  straggling  village 
of  Beauport.  At  its  end,  within  a  park  en- 
closure, were  the  beautiful  Falls,  revealing  at 
every  fresh  view-point  a  new  loveliness  that 
held  time  captive.  Besides  all  this,  Quebec  itself 
held  a  thousand  lures.  All  through  the  town 
decorations  were  in  progress  for  the  great  Cor- 
pus Christi  festival  of  the  morrow.  Long  rows 
of  fragrant  young  pine  and  fir  trees  lined  the 
streets,  intersected  with  evergreen  arches, 
while  from  windows  and  balconies  hung  ban- 
ners with  devout  inscriptions,  as  '*  O  Salutaris 
Hostia,"  or  '*  Panis  Angelorura,"  mingled  with 
French,  British,  and  Irish  flags.  In  the 
churches  there  were  special  preparations.  The 
chancel  of  the  Basilica  glowed  with  many- 
colored  electric  lights,  and  in  the  older  quarters 
of  the  city  especially  a  general  atmosphere  of 
festivity  prevailed.  Many  there  were  who 
yielded  to  the  fascination  of  it  all,  and  as  the 
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time  came  for  the  return  to  Montreal  the  York  and  New  England,  that  filled  the  two 
steamer  contingent  was  somewhat  thinned,  and  special  cars  in  the  Grand  Trunk  station  on  Sun- 
a  large  library  delegation  remained  for  Sunday  day  morning,  bound  on  the  final  Post-confer- 
in  Quebec.  ence  excursion,  with  Sunday  at  Burlington  and 

At  seven  o'clock  the  Canada  slowly  moved  on  a  trip  down  Lake  George  to  follow.    Burlington 

the  last  stage  of  her  trip,  the  defection  from  was  reached  soon  after  noon,  and  special  cars 

her  original  passenger  list  having  been  made  carried  the  party  to  the  Van  Ness  Hotel.    The 

up  by  the  transfer  of  the  travellers  from  the  afternoon  was  spent  by  many  in  visiting  the 

Carolina,     In  the    evening,  in    her    spacious  Billings  Library  and  Ethan  Allen's  monument, 

cabin,  a  meeting  of  the  Association  was  called,  and  in  a  drive,  of  which  Red  Rock  was  the  ob- 

at  which  supplementary  resolutions  of  thanks  jective  point.     In  the  evening  Miss  Hagar  re- 

to  those  who  had  made  the  post-conference  so  ceived    the    Association  at    the    little   Public 

memoi^able  a  pleasure  and  a  success  were  unani-  Library,  doing  good  work  in   its  inadequate 

mously  carried,  and  with  three  hearty  cheers  quarters. 

for  Mr.  C.  H.  Gould  —  though  to  him  no  vocal  By  nine  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  the  New 

organs  can  express  the  true  measure  of  our  Yorkers  and  New  Englanders  were  disposed  in 

thanks  —  the   Twenty-second  General  Confer-  deck  chairs  in  the  bow  of  a  Champlain  steamer, 

ence  of  the  American  Library  Association  came  enjoying  the  beauty  of  the  scenery  —  so  peace- 

to  an  end.  f  ul  a  contrast  to  the  wild  majesty  of  the  Sa- 

guenay.    At  Ticonderoga  adieux  were  again 

Bat  there  were  still  disjecta  membra,    Sunday  in  order,  for  here  New  York  separated  from 

both  at  Montreal  and  at  Quebec  will  long  be  re-  New   England,  and  set  forth  upon  its  Lake 

membered.   The  Corpus  Christ!  festival  in  both  George  route.    Here  let  the  tale  be  taken  up 

places  gave  to  the  visitors  a  little  journey  to  by  one  who  shared  the  pleasures  of  that  Lake 

Europe.    There  were  the  crowded  streets,  gay  George  journey. 

with  bright   dresses  — *' every  French  girl  in  down  lake  george  and  the  Hudson.* 

Montreal  she's  sure  got  to  have  a  new  dress  for  When  the   Vermont,  with  a  boat-load  from 

Corpus  Christi  day,"  it  was  explained  to  one  Buriington,  tied  up  at  the  wharf  beneath  the 

group  of  sightseers;  there  was  the  long  proces-  forsaken  earthworks  of  old  Fort  Ticonderoga, 

sion,  with  its  magnificently  vetted  priests,  its  it  was  a  company  of  about  70  souls  who  walked 

lines   of  white-veiled  girls  from  the  convent  down  the  gang-plank.    They  were  to  form  a 

schools,  its  marching  phalanxes  of  priests  and  new  party  of  adventurers,  the  proper  designa- 

sisters,  each  body  bearing  rich-hued  banners,  tion  of  which  would  be  **The  Lake  George  & 

while   at  the  end  was  the  gorgeous   canopy  Hudson  Company."    The  New  England  party, 

under  which  was  borne  the  Host.    The  proces-  who  thought  to  see  us  well  started  on  our  jour- 

sion  wound  through  the  evergreen-lined  streets,  ney  by  coming  with  us  this  far,  crowded  the 

and  at  every  intersecting  arch  a   pause  was  steamer  rail,  and  a  waving  of  handkerchiefs  from 

made,  while  the  choir  boys  scattered  flowers^  boat  to  train,  with  a  return  salute,  rounded  up 

and  the  deep-toned  swell  of  chanting  rose  and  one  more  of  the  many  links  in  the  Post  con fer- 

*^'^*  ence  chain.    Another  was  already  begun. 

The  eastern  section  of  the  A.  L.  A.  saw  but  The  Horicon  soon  hove  in  sight  at  the  Bald- 
the  beginning  of  the  festival,  for  at  10  o'clock  win  pier,  making  a  beautiful  contrast  between 
they  left  the  Grand  Trunk  station  on  the  home-  her  white  sides  and  the  bluest  of  blue  waters, 
ward  trip  through  Burlington,  of  which  record  The  wearers  of  the  Montreal  badges,  accom- 
follows  elsewhere.  For  those  who  had  re-  panied  by  numerous  satchels  and  bandboxes, 
mained  in  Quebec  there  was  opportunity  after  then  walked  two  by  two  into  the  little  ark. 
the  Corpus  Christi  celebration  for  drives  and  to  engage  again  in  the  momentous  conflict  of 
rambles  before  departure  at  three  o'clock  by  body  and  spirit  that  on  so  many  numerous 
the  Montreal  boat;  while  the  few  who  had  former  occasions  has  beset  the  travelling  mem- 
spent  their  Sunday  in  Montreal  scattered  in  bers  of  the  American  Library  Association  — 
the  eariy  evening  on  their  homeward  way  for  whether  one  should  be  faithful  to  the  ideals  of 


New  York  and  Buffalo  and  Boston. 

BURUNGTON  AND   LAKE  GEORGE  TRIP. 


*  The  account  of  the  Lake  George  and  Hudson  trip  is 
by  Edward  L.  Burchard,  Libranan  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  and 
It  was  a  fairly  large  party,  mainly  from  New     Geodetic  Survey. 
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spirit  and  feast  upon  the  passing  beauty  or  re-  1820 -1900. 

tire  to  hold  and  replenish  the  inner  man.     But  LOOKING  TOWARDS  SUNSET, 

the  steamer  Horicon  allowed  one  to  do  both.  Towards  the  suMct  sailing  fair, 

,«,           ^»      jj    •            «                    .                           J  Fresh  Tcrdure  on  the  hilla  and  in  the  heart. 

The  entire  dining-saloon  was  above  water  and  God'ssunshine  on  the  earth  and  in  the  air, 

lined  with  glass  windows,  so  that  there  was  an  in  all  thou  hast  a  part 

unbroken  prospect  of  wooded  mountain  and  ra-  por  life  to  thee,  both  here  and  there,  is  one, 

vine,  summer  homes,  and  rippling  blue  waters.  Where  eternal  years  forever  glow 

After  some  eight  or  10  miles  of  this  American  With  brightness  of  the  everlasting  sun, 

Switzerland  the  boat  whistled  at  Green  Island.  ^""^  ^'"^  ''^^'^  «""P^  °'  "^  ^^"""^  '^^''• 

and  the  party  was  soon  on  the   steps  of  the  '^^J°%t^'''!"-^r' ^'^'^''I^h"^^^^^ 

,,       1     *•  ^o*"  there  their  treasure  lies  beyond  the  sight. 

Sagamore  Hotel.    Such  a  union  of  green  things  Till  Cape  Eternity  reveals  to  thee 

and  blue  waters  and  tranquil  stillness  made  all  A  sunset  glowing  with  unfading  light. 

the  cares  of  books  and  travel  slide  away,  and  in  Hannah  P.  Jambs. 

their  places  crept  a  delicious    and    soothing  Mr.   Montgomery  then  voiced    the  general 

sense  of  quiet  and  of  pure  enjoyment  of  nature.  "  era  of  good  feeling  "  in  a  few  words  of  jollity. 

The  broad  piazzas  of  the  hotel  invited  to  re-  proposing  a  toast  to  Mrs.  Wood  in  which  all 

pose,  but  before  long  the  party  was  scattering  in  joined,  and  which  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Hill 

the  woods  or  by  the  shores  or  down  the  road  to  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Wood. 

the  other  end  of  the  island,  where  the  guide-  The  ceremony  being  over,  each  one  of  the 

book  said  an  earthwork  had  been  thrown  up  "immediate   family"    took    possession    of  a 

during  Revolutionary  days.  lighted    birthday    candle,    a    procession  was 

The  movements  of  one  party  out  gathering  formed,  and  there  was  a  grand  march  down  the 

flowers    were    suspicious.     The   quantities  of  corridor  and  verandas,  ending  with  a  Virginia 

buttercups,  ferns,  and  other  green  things  they  reel  in  the  parlor,  our  lady  of  four-score  leading 

picked,  and  the  clandestine  way  they  carried  the  procession  and  starting  off  the  reel  with  as 

them  back  to  the  hotel  indicated  that  something  much   sprightliness  as  a  bride  of  twenty.     The 

was  in  the  air.   These  suspicions  were  confirmed  evening  closed  with  a  few  boating  parties  on 

when  Miss  Baldwin  and  Miss  Wallace,  penetrat-  the  lake. 

ing  into  the  recesses  of  the  immaculate  kitchen.  At  8.30  in  the  morning  the  68  **  New  York- 
sought  out  the  Mr/and  proceeded  to  press  him  ers,"  for  as  such  we  were  registered  at  the 
into  the  service.  Miss  Wallace  instantly  de-  Sagamore,  boarded  the  diminutive  steamer 
tected  in  the  broad  grin  of  the  son  of  Ham,  a  Mohican,  and  after  about  an  hour's  ride 
descendant  of  the  Georgia  plantation,  and  glided  up  to  the  wharf  near  old  Fort  William 
quickly  clinched  a  bargain  for  a  birthday  cake  Henry,  at  the  town  of  Caldwell.  Here  the 
that  should  be  iced  and  decorated  in  the  highest  comforts  of  water  travel  were  exchanged  for 
style  of  the  art.  It  was  not  until  6.30  that  the  soot  and  heat  of  two  cars,  and  the  next 
evening  that  the  mystery  was  cleared.  When  stop  was  Saratoga  Springs,  where  we  were  left 
the  company  moved  upon  the  dining-room  Mr,  behind  to  spend  part  of  the  day.  A  short  stroll 
Hill  at  once  escorted  Mrs.  Wood  to  the  seat  of  through  the  midst  of  the  huge  caravansaries 
honor  at  a  center-table,  which  was  gaily  deco-  that  line  the  main  street  brought  us  to  the  steps 
rated  with  flowers,  and  where  she  was  soon  of  the  American  Adelphi  Hotel,  where  we  re- 
surroanded  by  her  friends  and  the  whole  con-  luctantly  expended  our  last  "meal  coupon." 
tingent  of  librarians.  It  was  then  revealed  A  drive  through  the  town  followed,  and  then 
that  Mrs.  Wood,  who  is  the  mother  of  Mrs.  came  the  return.  Albany  was  the  next  stop, 
Hill,  had  added  to  the  other  attractions  which  where  the  Library  School  claimed  its  own;  then 
had  endeared  her  to  all  with  whom  she  was  followed  the  daylight  ride  down  the  Hudson, 
associated  on  the  trip,  an  8oth  birthday,  and  West  Point,  Peekskill,  Stony  Point,  Tarry- 
this  her  friends  proposed  to  celebrate  with  all  the  town,  Irvington,  told  ofiF  the  few  remaining 
rites  befitting  the  occasion.  In  the  midst  of  the  miles  of  our  long  journey;  and  it  was  with  a 
festivities  the  great  birthday  cake  was  brought  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  each  one  of  the 
in,  borne  aloft  and  reflecting  from  its  iced  sur-  planners  and  promoters  who  had  organized  such 
face  a  border  of  lighted  candles.  a  long  round  of  recreation  and  pleasure  that  at 

While  the  others  were  gathering  flowers  Miss  last  the  good-byes  were  said  and  the   "Lake 

Hannah  P.  James  had  been  preparing  a  wreath.  George  and  Hudson  "  section  of  the  Post-con- 

This  she  now  presented:  ference  adjourned. 
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cursion. 


•Brainerd,  Fanny  P.,  Cataloger  Union  for 
Christian  Work  L.,  Brooklyn. 

Brani£f,  Florence  T.,  Cataloger  Astor  L.,  N.Y. 
City. 

Breckenridge,  S.  M.,  As.  P.  L.. Cleveland, Ohio. 

Btett,  Clara  A.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Brockton, 
Mass. 

♦Brett,  W.  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Bridgman,  Minnie  C,  Student  Univ.  of  Illinois 
L.  Sch.,  Champaign. 

•Brlgham,  Johnson,  Ln.  State  L..  Des  Moines, 
Iowa. 

•Brigham,  Mrs.  Johnson,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

•Brinkmann,  Anna  W.,  Philadelphia. 

•Brinkmann,  Edith  H.,  Josephine  Widener  Me- 
morial Branch  F.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

•Brock,  Isabel  G.,  As.  McGill  Univ.  L.,  Mon- 
treal. 

Brooks,  H.  St.  Barbe,  Chief  cataloger  Carnegie 
L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

•Brown,  Edna  A.,  Custodian  Special  L.,  Prov- 
dence,  R.  I. 

Brown,  Walter  L.,  As.  supt.  P.  L.,  Buffalo,  N.Y, 

•Browne,  Nina  E.,  As.  secy.  A.  L.  A.  Publish- 
ing Board,  Ln.  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 

•Brownell,  Miss  E.  A.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

•Browning,  Eliza  G.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

♦Bullock,  Waller  L,  istas.  In.  P.  L.,  Utica,N.Y. 

♦Burchard,  E.  L.,Ln.  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  Washington. 

Burdick,  Esther  E.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Jersey  City, 
N.J. 

Burgess,  F.  E.,  Ln.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Montreal. 

Buss,  Charlotte  A.,  Ln.  Miles  Park  Branch  P. 
L.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

♦Carr,  Henry  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

♦Carr,  Mrs.  H.  J.,  Scranton.  Pa. 

Casamajor,  Mary,  Student  N.  Y.  State  L.  Sch., 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Chandler,  Ellen  M.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Buffalo, 
N.Y. 

•Chappie,  Ada  G.,  Student  Pratt  Institute  L. 
Sch.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Charlton,  Margaret  R.,  Ln.  Medical  L.  McGill 
Univ.,  Montreal. 

•Chase,  Jessie  C,  Supt.  Branch  libraries,  P.  L., 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Cheney,  J.  V.,  Ln.  Newberry  L., Chicago. 

Cheney,  Lucy  D.,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Rutland,  Vt. 

Chivers,  Cedric,  Bookbinder  and  bookseller, 
Bath,  Eng. 

•Clark,  Elizabeth  R.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Nashville, 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

•Clark,  Vina  E.,  Ln.  Iowa  State  CoIL,  Ames,  la. 

Clarke,  Edith  E.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Vermont,  Bur- 
lington, Vt. 

♦Clarke,  Elizabeth  P.,  As.  In.  F.  P.  L.,  Evans- 
ton,  111. 

Cloud,  Josephine,  Supt.  of  circulation,  P.  L., 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
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•Cole,  G.  Watson,  N.  Y.  City. 

♦Cole.  Mrs.  G.  Watson,  N.  Y.  City. 

♦Collar,  Mildred  A. ,  As.  instructoi  Pratt  Insti- 
tute L.  Sch.,  Brooklyn. 

♦Corey,  D.  P.,  Tr.  P.  L..  Maiden,  Mass. 

♦Corey,  Mrs.  D.  P.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

♦Cranston,  Mrs.  Mary  R.,  Ln.  League  for  Social 
Service.  N.  Y.  City. 

Crowell,  Emma,  As.  In.  P.  L.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Crowell,  Martin  L.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Crunden,  F.  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

♦Cummings,  Alice  T.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Hart- 
ford, Ct. 

Currier,  T.  Franklin,  As.  Harvard  Coll.  L., 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

♦Cutter,  C.  A.,  Ln.  Forbes  L.,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

Cutter.  W.  P.,  Ln.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agriculture, 
Washington. 

♦Daggett.  Caroline.  Cataloger  Central  L.,  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y. 

Dailey,  Mrs.  D.  B.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa. 

♦Dana,  J.  C,  Ln.  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

♦Danforth,  G:  F.,  Ln.  Indiana  Univ.,  Bloom- 
ington,  Ind. 

David,  May  R.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Davidson,  H.  E.,  Vice-Pres.  Library  Bureau, 
Boston. 

Davidson,  Mrs.  H.  E.,  Boston. 

Davidson,  Prof.  J:.  Ln.  Univ.  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Fredericton,  N.  B. 

♦Davis,  Mary  L.,  Head  cataloging  dept.,  Pratt 
Institute  L.,  Brooklyn.  ^^. ^^ 

♦Davis,  Miriam  M.,  Ref.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Dawson.  S:  E  ,  Queen's   Printer,  Ottawa,  Ont. 

De  Crevecoeur,  Pierre,  As.  Fraser  Institute. 
Montreal. 

Delisle,  Auguste,  Ln.  Bar  Assoc.,  Montreal 

Denison.  G:  A.,  rep.  G.  C.  Merriam  Co.,  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

♦Dennis,  Carrie  C,  Ln.  City  L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

♦Derby,  Alice  H.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 

♦Derickson,  Maud  E.,  Substitute  P.  L.  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Dewey,  Melvil,  Director  State  L.  and  Home  Ed- 
ucation, Univ.  of  State  of  N.  Y.,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

De  Witt,  Clinton,  Middlesborough,  Ky. 

Doan,  Enos  L.,  Ln.  Institute  F.  L.,  Wilming- 
ton, Del. 

♦Doanc,  Rebecca  F.,  Ln.  F.  L..  Milford,  N.  H, 

♦Dodge,  Melvin  G.,  Ln.  Hamilton  Coll.,  Clin- 
ton. N.  Y. 

♦Doren,  Electra  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

♦Dougherty,  Anna  R.,  As.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

♦Dousman,  Mary  E.,  As.  Children's  Room,  P. 
L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Droyer,  Mary  G.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

♦Earl,  Mrs.  Adams,  LaFayette.  Ind. 

♦Earl,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C,  Indiana  P.  L.  Com- 
mission. Connellsville.  Ind. 

♦Earl,  Jeanie  S.,  Herkimer,  N.  Y. 

♦Eastman,  Linda  A.,  Vice-In.  P.  L.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 


♦Eastman,  W:  R.,  Inspector  of  Libraries,  Univ. 

of  Sute  of  N.  Y.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
fEastman,  Mrs.  W:  R.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Edmands,  J:,  Ln.  Mercantile  L.,  Philadelphia, 

Pa. 
Edmands,  Mrs.  J:,  Philadelphia. 
♦Edwards,   Ella  M.,   Ln.   Buffalo  Hist.   Soc., 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
♦Elliott,  Julia    E.,    Student   Illinois    State   L. 

School,  Champaign,  111. 
Ellison,  Annette  C.,  Supt.  Children's  Dept.  P. 

L..  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Elmendorf.  H:  L.,  Supt.  P.  L.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Elmendorf,  Mrs.  H:  L.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
♦Emerson,  Mabel  E.,  Ref.  Ln.  P.  L.,   Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 
♦Engle,  Emma  R.,  As.  children's  room,  F.  L., 

PhiladelphU. 
♦Evans,  Mrs.  Alice  G.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Decatur, 

111. 
♦Fairbairn,  Helen,  Secy,  to  In.  McGill   Univ., 

Montreal. 
Fairchild,  E.  M.,  Lecturer,  Educational,  Church 

Board,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fairchild,  Mrs.  Salome  Cutler,  Vice-director  N. 

Y.  State  L.  School,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
♦Farrar,  Ida-F.,  As.  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
♦Faxon,  F:  W..  Liby.  dept.,  Boston  Book  Co., 

Boston. 
♦Faxon,  Mrs.  F:  W.,  Boston, 
♦Feary,  Charlotte  S.,  Cataloger  State  L.,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 
Finley,  F.  G.,  Ln.  Medical   L.,  McGiU  Univ., 

Montreal. 
Fletcher,  W.  I.,  Ln.  Amherst   Coll.,  Amherst, 

Mass. 
Flint,  Weston.  Ln.  P.  L..  Washington,  D.  C. 
♦Foss,  Sam  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mast. 
Fossler,  Anna,  Student  N.  Y.  State  L.  School, 

Albany.  N.  Y. 
♦Foster,  Mary  S.,  As.  State   Hist.  Soc.,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 
♦Foster,  W:  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
♦Fox,  Nellie   L.,  Ln.  Morse   Institute,  Natick, 

Mass. 
♦Foye,  Charlotte   H.,  As.  John  Crerar  L.,  Chi- 
cago. 
♦Francis,  Mary,  Hartford,  Ct. 
♦Freeman,  Manila  W.,  Ln.  P.   L,,   Michigan 

City,  Ind. 
fFrench,  Mrs.  C:  H.,  Canton,  Mass. 
Furbish,  Alice  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Portland,  Me. 
Gal  breath,  C.    B.,   Ln.   State    L..   Columbus, 

Ohio. 
♦Garland,  Caroline  H.,Ln.  P.  L..  Dover,  N.  H. 
Gash,   Margaret,   Student    Pratt    Institute  L. 

School,  Brooklyn. 
Gassaway,  Elizabeth,   As.   In.   P,  L.,  Toledo 

Ohio. 
♦Gay,  Alice  M.,  Hartford,  Ct. 
Gay,  Frank  B.,  Ln.  Watkinson  L.,  Hartford, 

Ct. 
♦Gay,  Helen  K.,Ln.  P.  L.,  Mount  Vernon,  N.Y. 
Geiger.  E.  A.,  Sec.  and  Treas.  P.   L.,  Brock- 

ville,  Ont. 
Gerould,  J.  T.,  As.  Columbia  Coll.  L.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
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Gibson,  Minnie  E.,  Ln.  Reuben  McMillan  F.  L., 
Youngstown,  Ohio. 

GifTord,  W:  L.  R.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

^Gilbert,  Elizabeth,  As.  Indexer,  State  L.,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 

*Gilkey,  Malina  A.,  Cataloger,  Liby.  of  Con- 
gress, Washington. 

Goddard,  W:   D.,    Clerk,   Liby.   of  Congress, 
Washington. 

*Goding,  Sarah   £.,  As.  In.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia, 

Gooch,  Harriet  B.,  Ln.  P.  L.  North  Brookfield, 
Mass. 

Goss,  Harriet,    Ed.    Cumulative  Index^  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

*Gould,  C.  H.,  Ln.  McGill  Univ.,  Montreal, 

Gould,  H.  A.,  rep.  A.  C.  McClurgCo.,  Chicago. 

*Graham,  Emma,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Sidney,  Ohio. 

Green,  Walter  C,  Student  N.  Y.  State  L.  Sch., 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

*Greenman,  E.  May,  As.  Home  Education  Dept. 
State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

*Grierson,  Mrs.  E.  S.,  Ln.  P.  L.  of  Calumet  & 
Hecla  Mining  Co.,  Calumet,  Mich. 

Guild,   Helen  T.,   Cataloger    State  Univ.  L  , 
Bloomington,  Ind. 

*Gunnison,  Marion,  Ref.  In.  P.  L.,  Erie,  Pa. 

*Hackett,  Irene  A.,  Ln.  Y.  M,  C.  A.,  Brooklyn. 

Hadley,  Anna,  Ln.  Ansonia  L.,  Ansonia,  Ct. 

*Hafner,  Alfred,  rep.  G.  E.  Stechert.  N,  Y.  City. 

*Hagar,  Sarah  C,  Ln.  Fletcher  F.  L.,  Burling- 
ton, Vt. 

*Haine8,  Helen  E.,  Managing  ed.  Zf^r<iry/<>ttr- 
nal,  N.  Y.  City. 

♦Hall,  Bessie  G.,  As.  McGill  Univ.  L.,  Mon- 
treal. 

Hall,  E.  Frances,  Ln.  Mass.  Agricultural  Coll., 
Amherst,  Mass. 

♦Hammond,  Laura,  Student  Pratt  Institute  L. 
School,  Brooklyn. 

Hanson,  J.  C.  M.,  Chief  Cataloging  division, 
Liby.  of  Congress,  Washington. 

Hardy,  E.  A.,  Secy.  P.  L.,  Lindsay,  Ohio. 

Harrington,   Bernard  J.,   Prof,   of  chemistry, 
McGill  Univ.,  Montreal. 

♦Haven,  Georgetta,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

♦Hazeltine,  Mary  Emogene,  Ln.   James   Pren- 
dergast  F.  L.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

♦Henderson,  Maude  R..  As.  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

♦Hevrins,  Caroline  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Hartford,  Ct. 

♦Hewins,  Lucy  C,   West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

♦Heydrick,  Josephine  S.,  Ln.  PequotL.,  South- 
port,  Ct. 

♦Hill.  Frank  P.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

♦Hill.  Mrs.  Frank  P..  Newark,  N.  J. 

Hine,   J.   W:,    Art    Metal    Construction    Co.. 
Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Hinsdale,  Leonora  J.,   As.  Cathedral  F.  Circ. 
L..  N.  Y.  City. 

Hitchler,    Theresa,     Chief  Cataloger    P.    L., 
Brooklyn. 

♦Hoagland,  Merica  L.,  organizer,  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. 

♦Hooper,  Louisa  M.,  As.  In.  P.  L.,  Brookline, 
Mass. 

♦Hope,  Amy,  N.  Y.  City. 

Hopkins,  Anderson  H.,  As.  In.  JohnCrerar  L., 
Chicago. 


Hosmer,   James   Kendall,   Ln.    P.  L.,   Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

♦Hubbard,  Anna  G.,  Ref.  In.  State  L.,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

♦Hull.  Fanny,  Ln.  Union  for  Christian  work, 
Brooklyn. 

♦Humphreys,  Florence  G.,    As.    F.  L.,    Phila- 
delphia. 

♦Hunt,  Clara  W.,  As.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark.  N.J. 

Hunt,  Edwin  H.,  Chief  cataloging  dept.  P.  L., 
Boston. 

♦Huse,  Hiram  A.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Montpclicr,  Vt. 

♦Huse,  Mrs.  H.  A.,  Montepelier,  Vt. 

♦Husted,  Harriet  F. .  Ln.  Y.  W.  C.  A..  N. Y.  City. 

♦Hutchins,    F.  A.,   Secy.    F.    L.   Commission, 
Madison,  Wis. 

Hutson,   Cecilia  M.,   Ln.   West  Side  Branch, 
P.  L.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

lies,   George,    Member  A.  L.  A.    Publishing 
Board,  N.  Y.  City. 

Isbistcr,  Jennie  E.,  As.  P.  L.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

♦Isom,   Mary  F.,    Student    Pratt   Institute  L. 
Sch.,  Brooklyn. 

♦Jackman,  Ida  L.,  Elgin,  111. 

♦Jackson,  Annie  B.,   Tr.    P.  L.    North  Adams, 
Mass. 

Jackson,  G:  A.,  Ln.  General  Theological  L., 
Boston. 

♦James,    Hannah    P.,    Ln.    Osterbout    F.    L., 
Wilkes.Barr6.  Pa. 

James,  M.  S.  R.,  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 

♦James,  W:  J  ,  Ln.  Wesleyan   Univ.,  Middle- 
town,  Ct. 

Jaquith,  A.  B.,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

Jaquith,   Mrs.   O.    B.,  Ln.    Norman   Williams 
P.  L.,  Woodstock.  Vt. 

♦Jenks,  Rev.  H:  F.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Canton,  Mass. 

♦Jenks,  Mrs.  H:  F.,  Canton,  Mass. 

Jennings,  Judson  T..  Sub.  In.  reference,  State 
L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Jermain,  Mrs.  F.  D.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

♦Johnson,  Delle,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

♦Jones,  Rev.  A.   E.,  s.j.,  St.  Mary's  College, 
Montreal. 

♦Jones,  Gardner  M.,  Ln.  P.  L., Salem,  Mass. 

♦Jones,  Mrs.  Gardner  M.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Judd,  L:  S.,  As.  In.  P.  L..  N.  Y.  City. 

Keefer,  Jessie  G.,  As.  P.  L.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Kelso,   Tessa   L..   rep.   Baker  &   Taylor  Co., 
N.  Y.  City. 

♦King,  Ellen,  As.  In.   P.  L.,  Germantown,  Pa. 

♦Kirkland.  Marian  P.,Ln.  Cary  L.,  Lexington, 
Mass. 

♦Kite,  Agnes  C,  Ln.  West  Phila.  Branch,  F. 
L.,  Philadelphia. 

♦Knowles,    Ellen   F.,  As.  Boston  Athenaum, 
Boston. 

♦Koopman,  Harry  L.,  Ln.  Brown  Univ.,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

Koster,  Caroline  L.,  Student  Pratt  Institute  L. 
Sch.,  Brooklyn. 

♦Kroeger,  Alice  B.,  Ln.  Drexel  Institute,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Lambert,  Cecilia  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

Lambert,  Clara,  England. 

♦Lane,  W.  C,  Ln.   Harvard  Coll.,  Cambridge, 
Mass. 
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Langton,  J.  F.,  As.  In.  P.  L.,  St.  Lx>uis,  Mo. 

Lamed,  J.  N..  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Learmont,  Mrs.  J.  B.,  Montreal. 

*Leavitt,   Charlotte  D.,   Ln.    McClymonds  L., 

Massillon,  Ohio. 
*Le6Tone,  Anna  L.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Champaign,  111. 
Lee,  H.  T.  J.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Toronto.  Ont. 
Leeper,    Rosa  M.,   Ln.    Carnegie   L.,    Dallas, 

Texas. 
Lemcke,  Ernst,  Bookseller,  N.  Y.  City. 
'Leonard,  Grace  F.,  As.  Providence  Athenaeum, 

Providence,  R.  L 
*Lindsay,  Mary  B.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Evanston, 

111. 
Little,  G:  T.,  Ln.  Bowdoin  Coll.,  Brunswick, 

Me. 
*Lord,  Isabel  Ely,  Ln.  Bryn  Mawr  Coll.,  Bryo 

Mawr,  Pa. 
Loring,  Atherton,  Library  Bureau,  Boston. 
Luce,  Cyrus  G.,  Pres.  P.  L.  Commission,  Lans- 
ing, Mich. 
McCabe.  Margaret  B.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Buffalo, 

N.Y. 
McCaine,  Mrs.  Helen  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.   Paul, 

Minn. 
McCaine,  W:,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
*.VfcCrory,    Harriette  L.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Cedar 

Rapids,  la. 
•McDaniel,  Arthur  S.,  As.  Harvard  Coll.  L.. 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
*MacDonald,  Katharine  I.,  F.  L.  Commission, 

Madison,  Wis. 
*.McGuffey.  Margaret  D.,  Chief  of  issue  dept., 

P.  L.,  Boston, 
*Mackay,  Margaret  S.,  As.   McGill  Univ.  L., 

Montreal. 
McLachlan,  Robert  W.,  Curator   Chateau  de 

Ramezay,  Montreal. 
McLennan,  Mrs.  F.,  rep.  National  Council  of 

Women,  Montreal. 
*Macomber,  Miss  M.  E.,  Ln.  Kellogg- Hubbard 

L.,  Montpelier,  Vt. 
*Macurdy,  Theodosia   E.,   Chief  of    ordering 

dept.,  P.  L.,  Boston. 
Malcouronne,  E.  F.,  Ln.  and  Secy.  Eraser  Insti- 
tute, Montreal. 
Maltby,  Mrs.  Silas  B.,  Student  Pratt  Institute 

L.  Sch.p  Brooklyn. 
♦Manchester,    Bessie   F.,  Secy,   to  In.    P.   L., 

Detroit,  Mich. 
Mann,  Margaret,  Instructor  Illinois  State  L. 

Sch.,  Champaign,  111. 
*Mar8h,  Alice  F.,  Dedham,  Mass. 
*Marsh,  Louise  T.,  As.  P.  L.,  Dedham.  Mass. 
Martel,  C:,  As.  Cataloging  division,  Library  of 

Congress,  Washington. 
Martin,  May  C.,  As.  In.  P.  L.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Mathews,  Mary,  Student  N.  Y.  State  L.  Sch., 

Albany.  N.  Y. 
*Mattison,  Olivia  M..  As.  Northwestern  Univ. 

L.,  Evanston,  111. 
*Medlicott,  Mary,  Ref.  In.  City  L.,  Springfield, 

Mass. 
♦Merrill,  Bertha  H.,  Consulting  In.  P.  L.  Calu- 
met &  Hecla  Mining  Co.,  Calumet,  Mich. 
Merritt,  Leslie,  Student  Pratt  Institute  L.  Sch., 

Brooklyn. 


Mery,  Sophie,  As.  In.  P.  L.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

♦Metcalf,  Ada  G.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

♦Metcalf,  Anna,  Ref.  In.  Brown  Univ.,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

Michelbacher,  Ad^le.  Mgr.  L.  dept.  Harper  & 
Bros.  N.  Y.  City. 

♦Middleton,  Jean  Y.,  Ln.  Apprentices  L..  Phil- 
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BEING  A  LIBRARIAN :  ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


By  Henry  J.  Carr,  Librarian  Scranton  (Pa,)  Public  Library. 


T  N  your  presence,  and  in  addressing  you  to- 
night as  presiding  officer,  I  feel  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  I  can  express  in  words 
the  high  honor  that  has  been  conferred  in 
each  instance  upon  all  who  from  time  to  time 
have  been  chosen  to  serve  as  a  president  of 
this  particular  association. 

There  is  in  this  present  age,  to  be  sure,  no 
lack  of  those  popular  and  peculiar  entities 
termed  associations  —  associations  of  many 
kinds,  and  for  almost  every  conceivable  pur- 
pose. Throughout  the  entire  continent  there 
exist  few,  perhaps  none,  whose  history,  ob- 
jects, and  work,  have  warranted  a  more  justi- 
fiable pride  in  being  a  member  thereof,  than 
is  found  in  being  a  member  of  the  American 
Library  Association. 

It  may  here  be  said  that  conditions  and  cir- 
cumstances have  been  favorable  to  the  success 
•f  the  A.  L.  A.;  not  the  least  of  which  has 
been  the  faithful  loyalty  of  its  individual 
members.  We  realize,  too,  that  even  time  has 
dealt  leniently  with  it,  upon  noting  that  of  the 
64  members  who  attended  its  first  meeting, 
held  at  Philadelphia  twenty-five  years  ago,  but 
18  have  died,  and  that  20  persons  are  yet 
included  in  its  membership  list  out  of  the  69 
who  joined  the  association  in  1876,  that  initial 
year.  Some  of  that  original  number,  much 
to  our  gratification,  are  present  with  us  at  this 
23d  general  meeting. 

Considering  its  purely  voluntary  nature,  the 
migratory  holding  of  its  successive  meetings 
in  different  parts  of  the  land,  and  the  notable 
avoidance  of  fads,  or  any  tendency  towards 
selfish  ends  that  might  otherwise  mark  its 
united  efforts,  it  becomes  almost  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  so  many  persons  have  unfalter- 


ingly kept  up  their  allegiance  from  year  to 
year  ever  since  the  time  of  their  joining  the 
association.  But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
A.  L.  A  has  at  no  time  fallen  off  in  its  total 
membership ;  and  at  this  date  it  numbers  near- 
ly one  thousand  contributing  members  paying 
dues  for  the  current  year. 

The  American  Library  Association  has  now 
attained  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  in  its 
history  —  a  quarter  of  a  century.  During  that 
time,  in  the  addresses  given  at  its  general 
meetings,  as  well  as  in  the  multiplicity  of 
noteworthy  and  valuable  papers  contributed 
to  its  Proceedings,  and  the  sundry  publications 
devoted  to  library  interests,  it  would  appear 
as  if  there  must  have  been  presented  almost 
every  conceivable  phase  of  library  thought 
and  sentiment.  Can  anything  new  be  said,  or 
old  ideas  placed  in  a  new  light,  so  as  to  be 
worthy  of  hearing  and  attention  at  this  time? 
I  fear  not,  except  as  some  lessons  may  be 
drawn  from  the  experience  of  one's  past  work, 
perhaps,  that  shall  serve  to  aid  yet  others  who 
are  to  tread  like  paths  in  life. 

I  beg.  therefore,  that  you  will  bear  with  me 
for  a  short  space  of  time  while  I  give  ex- 
pression to  some  thoughts  drawn  from  the 
experience  of  myself  and  others  while  Being 
a  Librarian. 

Without  now  restricting  their  application 
tu  particular  phases  of  librarianship,  let  us  at 
the  outset  consider  them  as  relating  to  any 
and  all  conditions  of  it  as  a  vocation.  "Why 
did  you  take  up  library  work?"  is  a  question 
not  infrequently  asked.  To  that  query  various 
answer  may  be  given,  according  to  the  indi- 
vidual views  of  the  persons  replying.  Per- 
haps one  general  reason,  that  in  a  certain  way 
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has  had  its  unconscious  influence  upon  many 
of  us,  is  best  stated  in  the  following  charac- 
teristic passage  from  the  "Book-hunter:" 

"To  every  man  of  our  Saxon  race  endowed 
with  full  health  and  strength,  there  is  com- 
mitted the  custody  of  a  restless  demon,  for 
which  he  is  doomed  to  find  ceaseless  excite- 
ment, either  in  honest  work,  or  some  less 
profitable  or  more  mischievous  occupation. 
Countless  have  been  the  projects  of  man  to 
open  up  for  this  fiend  fields  of  exertion  great 
enough  for  the  absorption  of  its  tireless  ener- 
gies, and  none  of  them  is  more  hopeful  than 
the  great  world  of  books,  if  the  demon  is 
docile  enough  to  be  coaxed  into  it." 

Since  Burton's  day  the  "great  world  of 
books"  has  taken  on  many  phases  of  which  he 
never  dreamed.  And  we,  as  librarians,  may 
reasonably  believe  that  if  not  entirely  a  part 
and  parcel  of  it,  we  are  nevertheless  called 
upon  to  deal  with  that  "world"  in  almost 
every  form,  and  are  ourselves  more  or  less 
important  factors  in  it.  We  may  not  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  the  "strenuous  life,"  or  seek 
to  impart  it  to  the  conduct  and  activities  of 
others.  But  necessarily  we  are  and  must  be 
accustomed  to  ''doing  things";  and,  by  that 
very  doing,  will  in  some  degree,  each  in  our 
own  field,  inspire  and  influence  others  also. 

Furthermore,  do  we  not  find  our  "restless 
demon  of  work"  more  agreeably  inclined  and 
contentedly  occupied  in  the  library  field  than 
in  other  lines  of  life  which  we  may  have  pre- 
viously entered  into?  I,  for  one,  certainly 
think  so,  even  though  we  may  not  have  had 
that  idea  in  mind  at  the  outset,  or  when  mak- 
ing the  change.  And,  too,  that  we  derive  a 
certain  feeling  of  encouragement  akin  to  in- 
spiration, that  in  itself  renders  us  contented 
and  happy,  when  responding  to  the  varied 
demands  on  our  time  and  energy  that  are  en- 
tailed by  our  positions  as  librarians.  That  is 
half  the  battle,  the  rest  being  but  a  question  of 
persistence  in  the  application  of  means  and 
ability. 

Therefore,  in  the  consoling  words  of  one  of 
Elbert  Hubbard's  salient  sayings:  "Blessed 
is  that  man  who  has  found  his  work." 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  these  present  re- 
marks to  set  forth  particularly  the  compensa- 
tions in  a  librarian's  work;  neither  the  ad- 
vantages or  disadvantages,  the  opportunities 


or  drawbacks  therein.  Those  factors  have  all 
been  frequently  and  well  discussed  in  prior 
years,  by  some  of  our  well-known  associates 
and  various  contributors  to  library  literature. 
I  desire,  rather,  to  suggest  some  features  and 
relationships  connected  with  our  work  as  a 
profession,  from  which  an  occasional  lesson 
may  be  taken,  and  possibly  a  word  of  en- 
couragement, if  such  be  needed. 

First  of  all,  is  librarianship  a  profession? 
Does  it  possess  the  characteristics  that  make 
it  such;  and  is  that  work  more  nearly  pro- 
fessional than  otherwise,  which  lies  at  its 
hands  to  be  done?  Some  such  queries  were 
propounded  to  me  by  the  president  of  a  state 
library  association  one  day  last  fall,  as  we 
were  journeying  together  to  an  annual  meet- 
ing. He,  himself,  had  been  a  teacher  and  an 
educational  administrator  for  a  number  of 
years  before  becoming  a  librarian ;  and  of  the 
recognized  professional  standing  of  his  former 
occupation  there  could  be  no  doubt 

My  first,  and  off-hand,  answer  was  to  the 
effect  that  librarianship  certainly  has  many 
professional  features,  even  though  its  being  a 
true  and  undoubted  profession  in  every  re- 
spect might  be  disputed  now  and  then.  Going 
further  into  this  question  of  professional 
status,  however,  it  will  be  found  that  the  lit- 
erature of  views  and  discussions  thereon,  pro 
and  con,  is  by  no  means  small.  For  one  of  us 
to  now  express  a  doubt  that  librarianship,  as 
a  whole,  is  a  profession,  would  be  almost  pre- 
sumptuous ;  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  propose  to 
do  so.  My  thesis,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
present  remarks,  is  in  affirmation  of  the  claim ; 
not  only  that  it  is  a  profession  —  our  pro- 
fession—  but  really  the  profession  of  profes- 
sions ! 

All  other  professions  now  depend  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  upon  that  of  the  librarian  for 
the  custodianship  of  their  literature,  without 
whose  care  much  of  it  might  be  lost  We 
may  not  be  able  to  transmit  to  future  eras 
such  enduring  records  of  antiquity  as  has  been 
done  by  the  librarian  of  old  in  his  collection  of 
clay  tablets  (which  now  serve  to  tell  us  of 
the  affairs  of  mankind  as  transacted  thousands 
of  years  ago),  but  it  is  certain  that  we  are 
doing  our  part  towards  making  modem  litera- 
ture available  in  disseminating  it,  and  in  pre- 
serving it  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power. 
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Cotemporaneous  with  the  organization  of 
this  association  Melvil  Dewey  made  the  fol- 
lowing decided  and  well-supported  assertion: 
"The  time  has  at  last  come  when  a  librarian, 
may,  without  assumption,  speak  of  his  occu- 
pation as  a  profession."  I  cite  Mr.  Dewey's 
words,  not  as  necessarily  conclusive,  but  be- 
cause he  has  ever  been  an  active  and  constant 
supporter  of  that  doctrine  in  both  his  work 
as  a  librarian,  as  a  noted  stimulator  of  the 
library  movement,  and  as  an  originator  of 
professional  instruction  of  other  librarians. 
Similar  enthusiastic  and  persistent  efforts  on 
the  part  of  librarians  generally  may  do  much 
towards  the  furtherance  of  such  features,  and 
the  consequent  development  of  librarianship 
as  a  profession  in  all  its  aspects. 

Let  us  now  consider  for  a  few  moments 
some  features  of  resemblance  and  diversity 
between  the  library  profession  and  others 
quite  as  well  or  better  known.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  library  exists  chiefly  for  the  use 
of  its  patrons,  and  that  the  librarian  is  neces- 
sarily and  essentially  a  servant  Therefore 
the  librarian  must,  of  equal  necessity,  earn  a 
livelihood  or  receive  compensation  of  some 
kind  for  his  services.  All  of  which,  in  the 
main,  is  true  of  the  professions  generally,  as 
will  be  seen  from  a  brief  statement  of  cir- 
cumstances. 

Doctors,  lawyers,  accountants,  engineers,  ar- 
tists, etc.,  are  engaged  by  and  receive  pay  from 
their  respectK'c  clients.  The  clergy  are  sup- 
ported by  contributions  of  their  church  mem- 
bers or  from  denominational  resources. 
Teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  paid  from 
public  taxes,  while  those  of  private  schools, 
or  endowed  institutions,  receive  their  compen- 
sation from  various  sources. 

The  clergy  and  teachers,  as  a  rule,  like  most 
librarians,  no  matter  how  willing  or  how 
well  qualified,  are  under  the  further  necessity 
of  obtaining  a  "call,"  or  position,  as  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  exercise  of  their  professional 
Acuities.  In  that  respect  they  are  at  a  dis- 
advantage in  comparison  with  those  practi- 
tioners in  the  other  professions,  already  named, 
who  can  go  to  any  locality,  solicit  clients  and 
seek  business  opportunities,  with  reasonable 
assurance  of  obtaining  both  according  to  place 
and  the  circumstances  of  supply  and  demand. 

In  some  of  the  professions,  both  the  so- 


called  "learned"  and  the  practical  ones,  there 
have  been  developed  certain  well  recognized 
differentiations  and  specializations  of  profes- 
sional work.  Those  lines  have  usually  been 
taken  up  in  response  to  what  has  seemed  a 
reasonable  demand  for  them;  and  in  their 
exercise  have  not  unfrequently  brought  both 
reputation  and  corresponding  remuneration  to 
the  specialists. 

Possibly  the  time  has  arrived  for  doing  much 
more  of  that  nature  in  the  library  profession 
than  has  yet  been  customary.  And  there 
are  those  among  us,  possessing  a  due  amount 
of  working  experience  coupled  with  knowledge 
of  other  and  allied  affairs,  who  might  now 
do  well  to  devote  themselves  to  some  special 
features  of  library  enterprise  as  a  matter  of 
desirable  business  opportunity.  Some  from 
the  library  schools,  and  a  few  others,  have 
gone  out  as  "organizers,"  and  found  more  or 
less  of  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  their  limited 
special  qualifications.  The  field  ought  to  be  a 
growing  one,  it  would  seem,  if  recourse  to 
incompetent  aid  is  carefully  avoided. 

But  the  offices  of  "consulting  librarian- 
ship,"  while  possessing  many  desirable  and 
much  needed  features,  do  not  appear  to  be 
practised  as  a  specific  function.  Something  of 
the  kind  has  been  urged  in  past  years,  to  be 
sure,  and  several  well-known  librarians  did 
undertake  at  different  times  to  supply  such 
services.  Sooner  or  later,  however,  each  one 
was  persuaded  into  a  more  certain,  or  better 
compensated,  and  permanent,  position  of  lo- 
cal librarianship,  and  thereupon  abandoned 
that  special  line  of  work. 

In  this  era  of  the  establishment  of  so  many 
new  libraries,  small  and  great,  and  of  the  gift 
of  hundreds  of  buildings  for  such  purposes, 
there  is  a  decided  need  for  the  effective  ser- 
vices which  a  consulting  librarian  might  ren- 
der; and  this  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  yet 
fully  understood  or  appreciated.  Lacking 
such,  some  librarians  and  more  library  trus- 
tees work  too  often  at  a  disadvantage.  Many 
more,  too,  are  burdened  with  repeated  calls 
for  information  which  more  properly  ought 
to  be  obtained  from  an  independent  expert; 
one  so  situated  as  to  take  an  unbiased  view  of 
circumstances  and  equally  able  to  give  advice 
best  suited  to  the  particular  case  in  hand. 
Serious  mistakes  are  sometimes  made  in  the 
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prduntnary  details  of  new  library  enterprises 
that  miglit  be  jnst  as  easily  avoided  by  the 
emfrioyment  of  a  competent  and  paid  profes- 
sional adviser. 

Taming  now  to  another  side  of  oar  subject, 
and  considering  the  relation  of  the  individual 
librarians  rather  than  of  the  profession  as  a 
class,  a  few  words  upon  personal  actions  may 
not  be  out  of  place.  A  librarian's  position  is 
usnally  of  a  pnUic  or  semi-pnblic  natnre; 
ability  for  its  duties  is  implied ;  and  the  com- 
pensation received  is  for  present  services  as 
a  rule,  rather  than  as  a  reward  of  merit.  In 
order  that  the  library  shall  perform  all  that 
is  expected  of  it,  not  only  in  being  to  some  ex- 
tent an  ever-running  machine  but  equally  in 
respect  to  its  recognized  higher  functions, 
there  must  be  the  application  of  watchful 
care,  constant  attention,  foresight,  and  un- 
remitting work.  The  direction  of  all  of  which, 
and  perhaps  much  of  its  actual  execution, 
must  depend  upon  the  person  placed  in  charge 
of  the  institution  as  its  librarian. 

It  is  true  that,  having  a  well-trained  body 
of  assistants,  a  library  may  be  able  to  run  on 
for  a  time  in  the  prolonged  absence  of,  or 
when  lacking,  a  chief ;  because  impetus  and  the 
effects  of  past  direction  are  not  lost  at  once, 
provided  that  no  demoralization  has  taken 
place.  But  it  is  not  a  safe  policy  to  allow  a 
library,  or  other  working  institution  that  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  work  of  trained  em- 
ployees for  its  effectiveness,  to  go  long  at  a 
time  without  the  presence  and  oversight  of  an 
actual  and  capable  head. 

Yet  it  does  not  follow  that  the  working 
hours  of  chief  librarians  should  be  absorbed 
in  attending  to  innumerable  and  trivial  items 
of  detail  which  might  be  delegated  to  and  done 
quite  as  well,  or  better,  by  their  assistants. 
Not  only  is  "genius  a  capacity  for  evading 
hard  work,"  as  has  been  said,  but  one  of  the 
proper  duties  of  the  executive  of  a  library  is 
to  obtain  the  best  results  possible  from  the 
respective  capacities  of  those  through  whom 
the  library  does  its  work.  All  of  which  should 
imply  the  exercise  of  a  kindly  and  broad- 
minded  disposition  towards  one's  assistants, 
just  as  truly  as  of  respect  and  obedience  to 
one's  superiors,  or  of  courtesy  and  suavity  in 
dealing  with  customers  and  the  public.  It 
may  be  only  human  for  one  to  desire  to  be 


that  Idns  of  hU  worid,*"  of  whom  Carlyle 
speaks;  but  any  policy  which  redacts  the  as- 
sistants to  mere  machines  is  not  a  trne  pro- 
fessiooal  one,  since  it  tends  to  rob  the  library 
worid  of  talent  whidi  is  needed  and,  exo^ 
for  sodi  repression,  might  be  devdoped  and 
brong^  forward. 

On  the  other  hand  I  might  plead  no  less  lor 
corresponding  loyalty  and  fidelity  on  the  part 
of  all  lilM^ry  workers,  both  to  their  respective 
chiefs  and  the  institutions  that  employ  them. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  action  of  that 
kind  is  the  prevailing  practice  in  this  country, 
with  hardly  an  exception,  and  that  phase  needs 
no  extended  discussion.  A  chief  is,  of  course, 
entitled  to  credit  for  acts  done  by  subordin- 
ates at  his  direction  and  for  which  he  is  re- 
sponsible. But  chiefs,  in  turn,  can  wdl  afford 
to  give  recognition  to  the  ability  and  deeds 
of  their  assistants,  and  will  seldom,  if  ever, 
lose  by  doing  so. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  features  of  li- 
brarianship  which  merit  passing  mention. 
Among  them  are  what  may  be  termed  library 
succession,  or  the  librarian's  duty  to  his  suc- 
cessor. Some  few  librarians  "die  in  the  har- 
ness"; while  quite  as  many  more  change 
from  one  place  to  another  at  times.  Occa- 
sionally they  are  succeeded  by  those  who 
come  new  into  the  w^ork;  and.  gaining  ex- 
perience, become  a  credit  to  the  profession. 
Advancement  of  those  trained  in  smaller  li- 
braries to  places  in  larger  ones,  or  from  the 
position  of  assistant  in  a  library  to  the  head 
thereof,  has  also  brought  forward  quite  as 
many  more  of  those  whose  progress  we  watch 
with  cordial  interest. 

Although  conscious  of  those  facts,  and  of 
the  inevitable  changes  and  successions  that 
must  occur  from  year  to  year,  do  we  recog- 
nize our  duty  to  our  successor  ?  I  have  asked 
the  question,  but  its  consideration  must  be 
left  to  some  future  time  and  opportunity. 

Impartiality  in  enforcing  rules,  and  in  dis- 
pensing the  privileges  of  the  library  to  all 
comers,  should  be  deemed  an  important  fea- 
ture of  librarianship,  quite  as  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  institution  as  to  the  profes- 
sional success  of  the  librarian.  And  this  sug- 
gests a  query,  which  has  before  now  been 
raised,  as  to  how  far  librarians  should  go  in 
aiding  persons  who  expect  to  use  information 
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obtained  at  the  library,  solely  for  the  further- 
ance of  personal  interests  or  for  purposes  of 
pecuniary  profit.  Impartial  and  confidential 
treatment  of  all  readers  and  seekers,  who 
come  to  the  library  after  information,  would 
appear  to  be  the  6n\y  safe  practice  and  cri- 
terion, regardless  of  their  particular  motives. 
Care  should  be  taken,  of  course,  to  assist  them 
in  gaming  the  desired  information  by  means 
of  their  own  study,  and  in  their  own  way, 
rather  than  through  the  efforts  of  library  em- 
ployees applied  to  searching  out  the  exact  and 
final  focts  for  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  direct  your  atten- 
tion very  briefly  to  yet  another  side  of  libra- 
rianship  which  ought  to  have  an  occasional 
bearing  so  far  as  ethical  principles  may  ap- 
ply. 

Since  we  regard  librarianship  as  a  profes- 
sion it  would  seem  that  there  must  needs  be 
some  recognized  principles  of  an  ethical  na- 
ture relating  to  it.  Like  many  of  our  work- 
ing methods,  however,  they  must  probably 
exist  chiefly  as  "unwritten  laws."  It  is  al- 
ways a  difficult  matter  to  put  our  ideals  into 
words.  They  may  be  quite  real  to  the  sensi- 
bilities and  yet  hardly  admit  of  being  formu- 
lated. And,  too,  the  evident  contrast  between 
the  ideals  aimed  at,  and  the  results  attained, 
is  often  so  great  that  one  hesitates  to  say  in 
so  many  words  just  what  is  his  ideal. 

Still  there  have  been  de^'eloped  in  the  other 


leading  professions,  those  that  are  regarded 
as  the  most  reputable  and  noteworthy,  cer- 
tain recognized  principles  which  serve  to 
guide  their  members  in  many  ways.  The  full 
comprehension  of  such  principles  as  an  au- 
thoritative guide  tends  to  a  correct  measure- 
ment of  the  real  value  of  one's  professional 
work.  Likewise,  while  supplying  certain 
ideals  at  the  outset,  they  may  aid  in  determin- 
ing the  lines  of  effort  and  action  which  will 
tend  to  elevate  the  profession  itself  and  to 
the  attainment  of  individual  success  in  its 
pursuits. 

Perhaps  it  is  too  soon  in  the  history  of  so 
young  a  profession  to  expect  very  much  in 
the  nature  of  such  formulations.  To  proper- 
ly enumerate  and  determine  the  essential  prin- 
ciples must  call  for  the  attention  of  many 
minds,  working  each  in  their  own  channel  but 
aimed  in  the  same  general  direction,  until  the 
final  outcome  shall  be  a  fully  developed  and 
rounded  code  of  library  ethics  which  will  thus 
be  entitled  to  and  gain  well  deserved  recogni- 
tion and  observance. 

If,  in  the  views  and  various  thoughts,  which 
I  have  presumed  to  set  forth  at  this  time, 
such  ideas  as  have  a  bearing  on  this  last 
named  topic  shall  serve  as  hints  to  spur  on 
some  abler  and  more  philosophically  versed 
person  or  persons  to  undertake  the  task,  or 
serve  as  a  ground  upon  which  to  build  a 
foundation  code,  I  shall  be  greatly  pleased. 


WHAT    MAY    BE   DONE    FOR   LIBRARIES  BY  THE  CITY. 
By  Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  Trustee  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia. 


'117' HEN,  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it 
became  necessary  for  our  people  to 
dissolve  the  political  bonds  which  connected 
them  with  another,  pretty  much  everything 
was  declared  a  free  and  an  inalienable  right 
with  the  exception  of  the  public  library. 
Whether  it  would  have  escaped  the  attention 
of  that  founder  of  circulating  libraries  and 
everything  else  that  is  useful,  had  it  not  been 
a  time  of  extraordinary  pressure  of  business, 
or  whether  he  purposely  neglected  it  in  the 
belief  that  a  people  that  had  expressed  such 
lofty  sentiments  as  to  life,  liberty  and  the  pur- 


suit of  happiness  might  well  be  trusted  to 
consider  such  matters  in  due  time  it  is  not 
our  purpose  to  discuss.  He  does  not  hesitate 
to  give  credit  to  the  libraries  in  his  autobiog- 
raphy for  making  the  common  tradesmen  and 
farmers  as  intelligent  as  most  gentlemen  in 
othei  countries,  and  for  contributing  in  some 
degree  to  the  stand  so  generally  made  through- 
out the  colonies  in  defense  of  their  privileges. 
It.  was  not  until  about  1850  that  the  desira- 
bility of  a  city  library  was  suggested  to  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  by  Josiah  Quincy,  then 
mayor.      The    council    cautiously    Resolved, 
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'That  it  would  accept  any  donation  from  citi- 
zens or  others  for  the  purpose  of  commenc- 
ing a  public  city  library  and  that  whenever 
the  library  shall  be  of  the  value  of  $30,000 
it  will  be  expedient  for  the  city  to  provide  a 
suitable  place  and  arrangements  to  enable  it 
to  be  used  by  the  citizens  with  as  great  a 
d^^ree  of  freedom  as  the  security  of  the  prop- 
erty will  permit."  In  July,  1852,  the  trustees 
made  a  report  ''that  in  their  opinion  the  fi- 
nances of  the  city  will  not  permit  of  the  erect- 
ing of  a  building  and  the  purchase  of  an 
ample  library."  They  suggest  "a  moderate 
expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  city  for  the 
purchase  of  books  and  the  compensation  of  a 
librarian."  It  was  soon  after  this  that  Mr. 
Bates  made  his  famous  gift  of  $50,000  worth 
of  books  "on  condition  that  the  city  provide 
an  adequate  building  which  shall  be  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city."  A  complete  history  of  this 
institution  would  seem  to  be  the  best  possi- 
ble answer  which  could  be  made  to  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  What  can  the  city  do  for  the 
free  library.  With  a  magnificent  collection  of 
700,000  books,  selected  under  the  administra- 
tion of  some  of  the  best  men  who  have  dig- 
nified our  profession,  and  housed  in  the  most 
expensive  building  ever  erected  by  a  city  for 
such  a  purpose,  it  would  appear  that  the  citi- 
zen of  Boston  might  rightly  exclaim  ''Si 
monumentum  quaeris,  circumspice." 

The  things  that  can  be  done  by  a  city  are 
innumerable;  what  it  ought  to  do  anil  what 
it  will  do  are  perhaps  more  easily  dealt  with. 
Thinking  I  might  obtain  some  information  on 
the  subject  I  asked  the  question  of  the  libra- 
rian of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia.  He 
settled  himself  in  his  chair  and  assuming  the 
tone  of  an  oracle  said  that  there  were  three 
things  that  the  city  should  do  for  its  library. 
I.  Provide  an  adequate  appropriation  for  its 
maintenance;  2.  Provide  an  extra  appropria- 
tion for  emergencies ;  and  3.  Provide  a  special 
appropriation  for  some  particular  work  which 
the  librarian  might  be  particularly  interested 
in  at  the  time.  I  asked  several  other  promin- 
ent librarians  the  same  question  and  their 
answers  were  to  the  same  purport  —  namely, 
if  the  city  could  furnish  sufficient  money  they 
felt  themselves  fully  competent  to  build  up  an 
ideal  institution. 

We  all  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the 


strong  libraries  of  the  country  have  been 
built  up  by  other  means  than  the  mere  appro- 
priation of  monQT  by  dty  councils,  and  it  is 
not  unreasonable  to  mention  as  the  first  of 
these  the  librarian.  The  dty  should  see  to 
it  that  this  individual  is  a  man  (or  woman) 
strong,  intellectual  and  vigorous,  without 
bumptiousness,  which  is  often  mistaken  for 
vigor,  and  with  those  qualities  which  ¥rill 
procure  for  him  respectful  attention  from  even 
those  who  may  be  opposed  to  him.  I  have 
often  heard  addresses  made  before  this  As- 
sociation bewailing  the  fact  that  the  city  li- 
brarian had  to  deal  with  certain  political 
elements  which  very  much  hampered  him.  I 
should  regard  this  state  of  affairs  as  belonging 
to  the  time  when  the  college  president  was 
necessarily  a  professor  of  moral  philosophy 
whose  duties  consisted  of  receiving  the  senior 
dass  for  one  hour  a  week  to  discuss  Whewdl's 
"Elements."  Such  an  officer  must  now  be  an 
active  administrative  power  as  wdl  as  an  in- 
tdlectual  entity  to  at  all  meet  the  modem 
requirements,  and  in  like  manner  the  public 
librarian  should  deem  it  a  privilege  to  meet 
the  representatives  of  the  dty  government 
and  to  have  the  opportunity  of  impressing  the 
needs  of  his  institution  upon  them.  There  is 
no  better  test  of  the  capacity  of  the  man  for 
the  great  work  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

Speaking  practically  I  would  state  that  in 
the  building  up  of  the  Philadelphia  Free  Li- 
brary in  which  I  have  taken  an  active  interest, 
the  iK)litical  elements  have  always  responded 
most  generously  to  our  requests,  and  that  the 
library  has  been  more  inconvenienced  by  the 
writings  and  personal  influence  of  certain 
well-to-do-citizens  upon  whom  the  word  "pa- 
ternalism" has  acted  as  a  nightmare  than  by 
any  difficulty  with  the  city  government. 

While  the  city  should  provide  means  and  a 
proper  official  to  conduct  the  institution  it 
should  take  much  more  care  in  the  sdection  of 
the  board  of  trustees  than  is  usually  the  case. 
They  should  be  representative  men,  who  not 
only  should  be  able  to  assist  the  librarian  in 
the  formation  of  an  educational  institution, 
but  also  be  able  to  devote  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  to  matters  relating  to  its  poli- 
cy. If  the  librarian  is  not  a  systematic  busi- 
ness man,  one  of  the  board  or  a  committee 
should  be  ddegated  to  attend  to  the  finandal 
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afiFairs,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
accounts  shall  be  at  all  times  in  as  good 
condition  as  in  the  most  punctilious  business 
house. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  a  certain  modesty 
be  observed  in  the  carrying  out  of  such  work 
by  a  mimicipality.  It  is  hard  to  think  of  any- 
thing that  could  be  said  for  this  proposition 
when  the  magnificent  buildings  of  Boston, 
Chicago  and  Pittsburgh  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration; but  I  would  respectfully  submit 
that  the  feeling  of  unrest  among  the  great 
army  of  industrial  workers  throughout  the 
civilized  world  is  growing.  With  the  tre- 
mendous progress  in  science  and  industry 
these  people  are  claiming  that  they  can  see  no 
gain  in  the  position  of  the  common  people. 
This  discontent  has  manifested  itself  lately  in 
the  opposition  of  the  labor  organizations  of 
certain  towns  to  the  munificent  proposition 
made  by  one  of  the  most  conscientious  men 
who  has  ever  been  numbered  among  the  multi- 
millionaires of  the  world.  While  it  is  not  al- 
ways wise  to  consider  too  seriously  the  social- 
istic murmurings  of  a  few  negative  people,  I 
submit  that  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  the 
effect  produced  upon  the  poorest  and  most 
scantily  dad  patron  of  our  libraries. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  library  should  be 


housed  in  a  fireproof  building  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  owners  of  valuable  books  will 
always  choose  such  an  institution  for  such 
gifts  as  they  may  make.  I  believe  that  the 
Boston  Library  has  received  donations  equal 
to  half  the  cost  of  the  building  since  it  has 
been  housed  in  Copley  square. 

Finally,  the  city  should  insist  that  the  libra- 
ry be  an  educational  institution  and  not  re- 
ceive its  appropriation  for  recreation  mainly. 
The  extraordinary  demand  for  light  fiction  in 
public  libraries  has  led  to  a  very  unsatisfac- 
tory condition  of  affairs,  and  it  is  not  un- 
common to  find  300  copies  of  a  new  novel 
necessary  to  at  all  meet  the  demand.  There 
is  every  indication  that  the  public  library  will 
be  furnished  with  a  happy  release  from  this 
call  upon  their  resources  by  the  institution  of 
the  Book  Lovers'  Library  which  has  now  ex- 
tended its  branches  to  all  the  important  cities. 
If  this  system  can  be  extended  on  good  busi- 
ness principles,  the  happiness  of  public  libra- 
ries would  be  complete  notwithstanding  the 
slight  falling  off  in  circulation  that  might  fol- 
low. 

The  motto  of  every  such  institution  should 
be:  Libri  libere  liberis,  which  being  freely 
translated,  means :  "A  free  people  should  have 
open  shelves  if  possible." 


WHAT  MAY  BE  DONE  FOR  LIBERA RIES  BY  THE  STATE.* 
By  E.  a.  Bibge^  President  Board  of  Directors,  Madtson  (PTw.)  Public  Library, 


T^HE  relation  of  the  state  to  libraries  may  be 
considered  from  three  points  of  view. 
The  first  and  oldest  library  function  of  the 
state  has  been  the  maintenance  of  a  state  li- 
brary, usually  begun  for  the  convenience  of  the 
legislature  and  in  many  states  enlarged  into  a 
general  library.    With  this  function  has  also 
gone  the  indirect  support  of  libraries  for  his- 
torical  and   scientific   societies,   incorporated 
by  the  state  and  in  some  degree  representing 
it.     Much  might  be  said  on  possible  lines  of 
work  for  the  state  in  this  direction,  but  as 
this  function  is  the  oldest  and  best  under- 
stood, it  may  be  named  and  passed  without 
further  discussion. 

*  Abttract. 


Second,  the  state  holds  a  relation  to  the 
local  libraries  in  commimities  which  are  sup- 
porting free  libraries  without  aid  from  the 
state.  The  state  aids  these  libraries  by  enact- 
ing proper  laws  for  their  organization.  In 
general,  the  statutes  should  be  such  as  will 
give  the  local  library  the  best  opportunity  for 
organization,  and  will  leave  it  when  organized 
the  largest  amount  of  freedom  in  doing  its 
work.  The  earlier  library  laws  of  the  states 
have  very  generally  contained  the  provision 
that,  in  order  to  establish  a  library  in  a  com- 
munity, the  proposition  must  be  accepted  by 
a  majority  of  the  voters  at  an  election.  This 
provision  has  been  found  disadvantageous  in 
Wisconsin,  and  was  eliminated  from  our  li- 
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brary  law  in  1897.  Experience  has  shown 
that  it  is  better  to  leave  the  establishment  of 
a  library,  like  other  public  works  of  necessity 
and  utility,  to  the  common  council,  or  other 
r^resentatives  of  the  people  in  the  larger 
towns  and  cities,  rather  than  to  commit  the 
pr(^)osition  to  the  chance  of  a  general  elec- 
tion. 

The  third  function  of  the  state  with  refer- 
ence to  libraries  is  that  which  may  be  called 
library  extension.  Here  the  state  acts  direct- 
ly to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  libraries  and 
the  extension  of  library  work  in  the  commu- 
nities which  would  otherwise  lack  libraries. 
The  necessity  for  this  work  has  become  appa- 
rent to  the  more  progressive  states  of  the 
Union  within  recent  years.  The  justification 
of  this  work  lies  in  two  main  reasons.  First, 
libraries  continue  for  the  older  youth  of  the 
conmiunity  and  for  adults  the  education  which 
the  state  requires  for  children.  It  is  neither 
fair  nor  right  for  the  state  to  maintain  a  sys- 
tem of  education  which  develops  a  love  of 
knowledge  and  of  reading,  and  then  leave  the 
community  without  the  means  for  continuing 
in  later  youth  the  development  begun  in 
childhood.  Second,  it  is  known  that  the  in- 
tellectual isolation  of  the  rural  communities 
is  one  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  much- 
lamented  drift  from  the  country  into  the 
cities,  and  it  has  been  found  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  libraries  affords  one  of  the  most 
important  means  of  bringing  these  small  com- 
munities into  intellectual  touch  with  the 
world. 

The  states  then  which  have  undertaken  this 
work  of  library  extension  have  usually  done 
so  by  means  of  the  library  commission.  The 
first  commission  was  established  by  Massa- 
chusetts in  1890.  Seventeen  states  had  es- 
tablished such  commissions  by  the  end  of 
1900  —  more  than  half  of  them  in  the  two 
years  preceding  that  date.  I  have  no  statis- 
tics regarding  the  establishment  of  such  com- 
missions in  1901.  The  work  of  these  com- 
missions may  be  either  advisory  or  mission- 
ary, aiding  in  the  establishment  of  libraries 
in  the  smaller  communities  which  are  able  to 
establish  and  maintain  them  under  the  guid- 
ance and  advice  of  the  commission,  and  di- 
rectly furnishing  library  facilities  to  the  small- 


est and  weakest  commmiities.  In  certain 
states  direct  state  aid  is  given  to  the  smaller 
libraries,  notably  in  Massachusetts,  where 
each  town  library  established  under  the  rules 
of  the  commission  receives  books  to  the 
amount  of  $ioa  In  some  states  aid  b  given 
in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  direct  furnish- 
ing of  libraries  is  done  mainly  by  means  of 
travelling  libraries.  So  far  as  I  can  learn, 
these  are  now  distributed  by  six  states.  .The 
system  has  grown  throughout  the  Union,  in 
various  manifestations,  and  its  influence  in 
bringing  books  to  the  communities  that  most 
lack  and  need  them  has  been  of  the  utmost 
value.  This  work  is  one  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  yet  I  believe  it  is  one  which  will 
ultimately  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  counties 
or  smaller  governmental  bodies  than  the  state. 

Lastly,  the  commissions  are  aiding  in  the 
library  work  by  the  establishment  of  library 
schools.  In  Wisconsin  a  summer  school  for 
library  training  has  been  held  for  the  past 
seven  years,  and  represents  a  class  of  work 
which  it  seems  important  that  each  state 
should  undertake,  namely:  the  training  of  li- 
brarians for  the  smaller  libraries  in  which  the 
salaries  paid  are  necessarily  so  small  that  the 
librarians  cannot  afford  the  expense  of  a 
complete  course  in  library  training.  This  in- 
struction applies  especially  to  persons  already 
in  charge  of  small  libraries  throughout  the 
state,  who  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  se- 
cure professional  training  for  their  work,  and 
it  is  of  great  value  in  bringing  them  in  touch 
with  library  effort  and  setting  higher  stan- 
dards of  purpose  and  efficiency.  Experience 
has  shown  that  in  a  two  months'  summer  ses- 
sion instruction  can  be  given  of  the  great- 
est value  to  those  who  are  to  have  charge  of 
this  class  of  libraries. 

In  this  department  of  library  extension 
which  the  states  have  been  entering  upon  dur- 
ing the  past  decade  lies  the  most  important 
work  which  the  state  can  undertake  for  libra- 
ries. The  work  of  the  library  commissions 
means  a  systematic  employment  of  the  library 
as  an  educational  and  social  factor  in  the 
progress  of  the  people.  This  is  the  true  mis- 
sion of  the  library,  and  the  most  important 
function  of  the  state  lies  in  effectively  aiding 
it  to  perform  this  work.  • 


PUTNAM. 


WHAT  MAY  BE  DONE  FOR  LIBRARIES  BY  THE  NATION. 


By  Herbert  Putnam^  Librarian  of  Congress, 


Y'OU  have  had  suggestions  as  to  what  may 
be  done  for  libraries  by  the  city  and  what 
by  the  state.  Whatever  is  left  over  —  if  there  is 
anything  left  over  —  I  am  to  treat  as  something 
that  may  be  done  by  the  nation  —  the  nation 
not  as  an  aggregate  of  its  parts,  but  as  a  unit, 
acting  through  its  central  authority.  There 
is  a  disposition  to  contend  that  everything 
which  may  be  more  effectively  or  more  econ- 
omically done  by  a  central  authority  for  the 
larger  area  should  be  undertaken  by  that  au- 
thority. I  am  not  prepared  to  go  so  far. 
There  may  be  a  value  in  local  effort  that  will 
repay  its  greater  cost.  But  in  an  educational 
work  which  involves  the  accumulation  of  ma- 
terial some  of  which  is  exceedingly  costly, 
only  part  of  which  is  constantly  in  use,  and 
little  of  which  perishes  by  use ;  a  work  whose 
processes  are  capable  of  organization  on  a 
large  scale  and  the  application  of  co-operative 
effort:  there  must  be  certain  undertakings 
which,  relatively  speaking,  are  possible  only 
if  assumed  by  a  central  authority.  It  is  such 
undertakings,  for  the  largest  area,  that  I  am 
asked  to  discover  and  set  forth. 

To  do  so  involves  consequences  which  may 
be  inconvenient.  For  a  possible  service  means 
a  correlative  duty.  And  as  I  myself  to  a  de- 
gree represent  here  the  central  authority  in 
question,  whatever  I  state  as  a  service  appro- 
priate for  that  authority,  I  shall  have  to  ad- 
mit as  a  duty  in  which  I  must  share.  I  shall 
try  to  be  candid.  But  under  the  circun  .stances 
I  cannot  be  expected  to  be  more  than  candid. 

In  some  respects  the  Federal  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  already  influenced  the 
constitution,  resources  and  service  of  our 
public  libraries.  It  has  enacted  laws  which, 
having  for  their  primary  purpose  the  pro- 
tection of  authors  and  publishers,  benefit  li- 
braries by  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
books  soundly,  substantially  and  honestly 
made.  It  has  favored  public  libraries  by  ex- 
empting from  tariff  duty  books  imported  for 
their  use.  It  has  encouraged  the  study  of  the 
classics  by  laying  a  penalty  upon  the  general 


importation  of  books  less  than  twenty  years 
old.  In  its  executive  capacity  it  is  itself  in- 
vestigator, author,  publisher,  manufacturer, 
distributor,  statistician,  bibliographer,  and  li- 
brarian. It  maintains  at  Washington,  with  a 
generosity  not  paralleled  by  any  other  govern- 
ment, bureaus  for  scientific  research;  it  com- 
piles, publishes,  and  freely  distributes  the  re- 
sults of  this  research.  It  is  the  greatest  pub- 
lisher in  the  world,  and  the  largest  manufac- 
turer of  books.  In  a  single  publication, 
repeated  each  year,  it  consumes  over  a  mil- 
lion pounds  of  paper  stock;  and  it  maintains 
a  bureau  whose  purpose  is  to  replenish  the 
forests  which  as  publisher  it  thus  depletes. 
It  distributes  gratuitously  to  the  libraries  of 
the  United  States  each  year  over  300,000  vol- 
umes, embodying  the  results  of  its  research, 
its  legislative  proceedings,  and  an  account  of 
its  administrative  activities.  It  maintains  a 
bureau  for  the  investigation  of  problems  in 
education,  for  the  accumulation  and  dissem- 
ination of  information  concerning  the  work  of 
educational  institutions;  and  it  has  included 
the  public  libraries  of  this  country  among 
such  educational  institutions.  This  bureau 
has  issued  three  reports  tabulating  statistics 
concerning  them,  one  also  (in  1876)  summar- 
izing their  history  and  two  (in  1876  and  in 
1893)  containing  essays  which  embody  the 
best  contemporary  opinion  as  to  library  equip- 
ment and  methods.  It  has  published  as  a 
document  the  A.  L.  A.  list  of  best  books  to 
form  the  basis  of  a  public  library. 

Through  its  bureau  of  documents  it  is  seek- 
ing to  index  and  adequately  to  exhibit  its 
own  publications,  to  facilitate  their  distribu- 
tion to  libraries  and  to  afford  to  libraries  as 
to  federal  documents  a  clearing  house  for  du- 
plicates. 

All  such  ser\'ices  are  obviously  appropriate 
for  the  national  authority  and  may  doubtless 
be  continued  and  extended.  If  the  interchange 
of  books  among  libraries  is  to  be  facilitated 
by  special  postal  regulations  this  can  be  ac- 
complished by  the  national  authority  alone. 
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Bat  in  the  case  of  a  state  a  service  has  been 
described  which  is  to  be  rendered  to  local  li- 
braries by  the  library  which  the  state  itsdf 
owns  and  maintains.  Now  the  federal  gov- 
ernment also  owns  and  maintains  libraries. 
What  may  be  demanded  of  these?  Certain 
precedents  have  already  been  established.  The 
library  of  the  Surgeon  General's  office  —  the 
most  comprehensive  in  the  world  within  its 
special  field  —  sends  its  books  to  members  of 
the  medical  profession  throughout  the  United 
States,  relieving  just  so  much  the  burden  upon 
local  libraries;  and  it  has  issued  a  catalog 
which  is  not  merely  in  form  and  method 
efficient,  but  is  so  nearly  an  exhibit  of  the 
entire  literature  of  the  medical  sciences  that 
it  renders  unnecessary  duplication  of  catalog- 
ing and  analytical  work  within  the  field  which 
it  covers.  This  catalog  has  conferred  a  gen- 
eral benefit  not  equalled  by  any  bibliographic 
work  within  any  other  department  of  litera- 
tiu-e.  It  is  perhaps  the  most  eminent  biblio- 
graphic work  yet  accomplished  by  any  gov- 
ernment The  cost  of  its  mere  publication  — 
which  is  the  cost  chargeable  to  the  general 
benefit  —  has  already  exceeded  $250,000. 

But  this  library  is  but  one  of  several  col- 
lections maintained  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment ;  the  aggregate  of  which  is  already  nearly 
two  million  volumes.  In  each  federal  de- 
partment and  bureau  there  is  a  library.  And 
there  is  a  central  collection  which  in  itself  is 
already  the  largest  on  the  western  hemisphere. 
It  was  created  as  a  legislative  library  —  for  the 
use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  It  is  still 
called  the  Library  of  Congress.  But  it  is  now 
being  referred  to  as  something  more.  The 
government  has  erected  for  it  a  building 
which  is  the  largest,  most  elaborate,  and  most 
costly  yet  erected  for  library  purposes.  The 
seven  million  dollars  which  it  cost  has  been 
paid  not  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  by 
the  country  at  large.  No  such  sum  would 
have  been  requisite  for  a  building  to  serve 
Congress  alone.  It  seems  to  intend  a  library 
that  shall  ser\'e  the  country  at  large,  :f  there 
is  any  such  thing  possible.  In  fact  the  li- 
brary is  already  being  referred  to  as  the  Na- 
tional Library  of  the  United  States.  What 
does  this  mean?  or  rather,  what  may  this 
mean?  One  naturally  looks  abroad  —  to  the 
foremost  of  national  libraries. 


The  British  Museum  is  a  huge  rqwsitory 
of  materiaL  In  scope  it  is  universaL  Its 
purpose  is  accumulation,  preservation,  and  the 
aid  of  research  by  accredited  persons,  npon 
its  own  premises.  Its  service  is  purely  re- 
sponsive. It  has  printed  catalogs  of  its  own 
collections,  but  does  not  undertake  biblio- 
gr^hic  work  general  in  nature,  nor  engage  in 
co-operative  bibliographic  undertakings.  It 
lends  no  books. 

But  I  fear  you  will  hardly  be  satisfied  with 
the  analogy.  The  British  Museum,  yon  will 
say,  is  placed  in  a  city  which  is  not  merely 
the  capital  of  the  British  Empire,  but  the 
metropolis ;  the  literary  metropolis  also  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  The  Library  of  Congress 
is  at  the  capital  of  the  United  States.  But 
this  capital  is  not  itself  a  metropolis.  No 
student  in  Great  Britain  has  to  travel  over 
500  miles  to  reach  the  British  Museum.  A 
student  in  the  United  States  may  have  to 
travel  as  much  as  3000  miles  to  reach  the 
Library  of  Congress.  The  area  which  sup- 
ports the  national  library  of  Great  Britain  is 
but  100,000  square  miles ;  that  which  supports 
the  National  Library  of  the  United  States  is 
over  3,000,000  square  miles.  The  conditions 
differ,  and  therefore,  you  will  say,  the  obli- 
gation. If  there  is  any  way  in  which  our 
National  Library  may  "reach  out'*  from  Wash- 
ington it  should  reach  out  Its  first  duty  is 
no  doubt  as  a  legislative  library  —  to  Con- 
gress. Its  next  is  as  a  federal  library  to  aid 
the  executive  and  judicial  departments  of  the 
government  and  the  scientific  undertakings 
under  governmental  auspices.  Its  next  is  to 
that  general  research  which  may  be  carried  on 
at  Washington  by  resident  and  visiting  stu- 
dents and  scholars:  which  in  American  his- 
tory, political  and  social  science,  public  ad- 
ministration, jurisprudence  and  international 
law  is  likely  to  make  Washington  its  center^ 
and  which,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Wash- 
ington Memorial  Institution  —  that  new  pro- 
ject for  post  graduate  study  involving  the  use 
of  the  scientific  collections  and  scientific  ex- 
perts at  Washington  —  is  likely  to  be  organ- 
ized in  various  branches  of  the  natural  and 
physical  sciences  as  well.  But  this  should  not 
be  the  limit.  There  should  be  possible  also 
a  service  to  the  country  at  large :  a  service  to 
be  extended  through  the  libraries  which  are 
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the  local  centers  of  research  involving  the  use 
of  books.  That  claim  may  be  made.  Now 
what  at  Washington  might  be  useful  to  these 
libraries  ? 

(A  lively  imagination  is  not  requisite.) 
Suppose  there  could  be  a  collection  of  books 
universal  in  scope,  as  no  local  library  with 
limited  funds  and  limited  space  can  hope  to 
be:  a  collection  that  shall  contain  also  par- 
ticularly (i)  original  sources,  (2)  works  of 
high  importance  for  occasional  reference,  but 
whose  cost  to  procure  and  maintain  precludes 
their  acquisition  by  a  local  library  pressed  to 
secure  the  material  of  ordinary  and  constant 
need,  and  (3)  the  "useless"  books;  books  not 
costly  to  acquire,  but  of  so  little  general  con- 
cern as  not  to  justify  cataloging,  space  and 
care  in  each  local  library  if  only  they  are 
known  to  be  preserved  and  accessible  some- 
where. 

Such  a  collection  must  include  also  the  gen- 
eral mass  of  books  sought  and  held  by  local 
libraries  —  the  books  for  the  ordinary  reader ; 
the  daily  tools  of  research.  Its  maintenance 
will  involve  processes  —  of  classification  and 
cataloging  —  highly  costly.  Suppose  the  re- 
sults of  these  processes  could  be  made  gener- 
ally available,  so  as  to  save  duplication  of 
such  expenditure  upon  identical  material  held 
by  local  libraries? 

A  collection  universal  in  scope  will  afford 
opportunity  for  bibliographic  work  not 
equalled  elsewhere.  Such  work  centered  there 
might  advance  the  general  interest  with  the 
least  aggregate  effort.  The  adequate  inter- 
pretation of  such  a  collection  will  involve  the 
maintenance  of  a  corps  of  specialists.  Sup- 
pose these  specialists  could  be  available  to 
answer  inquiries  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try as  to  what  material  exists  on  any  par- 
ticular subject,  where  it  is,  how  it  may  be 
had,  how  most  effectively  it  may  be  used? 

There  are  special  collections  alrea(!y  ex- 
istent in  various  localities  in  the  United  States 
and  likely  to  come  into  being  through  special 
local  advantage  or  incentive,  or  the  interest 
of  private  collectors,  or  private  endowment  — 
which  cannot  be  duplicated  at  Washington. 
Suppose  there  could  be  at  Washington  a 
bibliographic  statement  of  that  which  is  pe- 
culiar to  each  of  these  collections;  in  brief,  a 
catalog  of  the  books  in  the  United  States  — 


not  of  every  library,  not  of  every  copy  of 
every  book,  but  of  every  hook  available  for  an 
investigator? 

There  are  various  bibliographic  undertak- 
ings which  may  be  co-operative.  Suppose 
there  could  be  at  Washington  a  central 
bureau  —  with  approved  methods,  standard 
forms,  adequate  editorial  capacity,  and  liberal 
facilities  for  publication  —  which  could  organ- 
ize and  co-ordinate  this  work  among  the  li« 
braries  of  the  United  States  and  represent 
them  in  such  of  it  as  —  like  the  new  Royal 
Society  index  —  is  to  be  international? 

There  is  the  exchange  of  material  duplicated 
in  one  library,  needed  by  another.  Suppose 
there  could  be  at  Washington  a  bureau  which 
would  serve  as  a  clearing  house  for  miscel- 
laneous duplicates  as  the  Bureau  of  Docu- 
ments serves  for  documents?  It  might  ac- 
complish much  without  handling  a  single  ar- 
ticle; it  might,  like  a  clearing  house  proper 
as  it  were,  set  debit  against  credit,  t.  e.,  com- 
pare the  deficiencies  in  one  library  with  the 
surplus  in  another  and  communicate  the  re- 
sults to  the  institutions  interested.  It  might 
do  this  upon  slip  lists  sent  in  by  each  —  of 
duplicates  and  of  particular  deficiencies  — 
in  sets,  for  instance.  One  of  my  associates 
has  been  guilty  of  this  very  suggestion.  It 
is  likely  to  bring  something  upon  his  head. 
He  may  have  his  choice  between  live  coals 
and  the  ashes  of  repentance. 

Now  those  are  some  of  the  things  which 
might  be  asserted  as  the  duty  of  Washington 
to  the  country  at  large.  I  have  touched  them 
as  lightly  as  possible:  but  there  they  are. 
And  we  may  not  be  able  to  avoid  them.  Nay, 
we  seem  to  be  drifting  toward  them.  To 
some  of  them  we  are  apparently  already  com- 
mitted. 

There  is  the  building:  that  in  itself  seems 
to  commit  us.  There  is  equipment  There 
are  books.  As  regards  any  national  service 
the  federal  libraries  should  be  one  library. 
They  contain  nearly  two  million  volumes. 
The  Library  of  Congress  contains  net  some 
700,000  books  and  a  half  million  other  items. 
It  has  for  increase  (i)  deposits  under  the 
copyright  law,  (2)  documents  acquired 
through  distribution  of  the  federal  documents 
placed  at  its  disposal  for  exchange  —  former- 
ly 50  copies  of  each,  now  100,  (3)  books  and 
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society  publications  acquired  by  the  Smith- 
sonian through  its  exchanges,  (4)  miscellan- 
eous gifts  and  exchanges,  and,  (5)  purchases 
from  appropriations.  These  have  increased 
from  $10,000  a  year  prior  to  1897  to  $70,000 
for  the  year  1901-2. 

Such  resources  are  by  no  means  omnipo- 
tent No  resources  can  make  absolutely  com- 
prehensive a  library  starting  its  deliberate  ac- 
cumulations at  the  end  of  the  19th  century. 
Too  much  material  has  already  been  absorbed 
into  collections  from  which  it  will  never 
emerge. 

But  universality  in  scope  does  not  mean 
absolute  comprehensiveness  in  detail.  With 
its  purchasing  funds  and  other  resources  the 
Library  of  Congress  bids  fair  to  become  the 
strongest  collection  in  the  United  States  in 
bibliography,  in  Americana  (omitting  the  ear- 
liest), in  political  and  social  science,  public 
administration,  jurisprudence.  If  any  Ameri- 
can library  can  secure  the  documents  which 
will  exhibit  completely  legislation  proposed 
and  legislation  enacted  it  should  be  able  to. 
As  depository  of  the  library  of  the  Smith- 
sonian it  will  have  the  most  important  collec- 
tion—  perhaps  in  the  world  —  of  the  trans- 
actions and  proceedings  of  learned  societies; 
and,  adding  its  own  exchanges  and  subscrip- 
tions, of  serials  in  general.  With  theology  it 
may  not  especially  concern  itself  nor  with 
philology  to  the  degree  appropriate  to  a  uni- 
versity library.  Medicine  it  will  leave  as  a 
specialty  to  the  library  of  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's office,  already  pre-eminent.  Geology  to 
the  library  of  the  Geological  Survey.  Two 
extremes  it  may  have  to  abstain  from  —  so 
far  as  deliberate  purchase  is  concerned:  (i) 
the  books  merely  popular,  (2)  the  books  mere- 
ly curious.  Of  the  first  many  will  come  to 
it  through  copyright;  of  the  second  many 
should  come  through  gift.  (Perhaps  in  time 
the  public  spirit  of  American  collectors  and 
donors  may  turn  to  it  as  the  public  spirit  of  the 
British  turns  to  the  National  Library  of  Great 
Britain.)  Original  sources  must  come  to  it, 
if  at  all,  chiefly  by  gift.  Manuscript  riaterial 
relating  to  American  history  it  has,  however, 
bought,  and  will  buy. 

Otherwise,  chiefly  printed  books.  Of  these, 
the  useful  books;  of  these  ag^in,  the  books 
useful  rather  for  the  establishment  of  the  fact 


than  for  the  mere  presentation  of  it  —  the 
books  for  the  advancement  of  learning,  rather 
than  those  for  the  mere  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge. 

Lastly  there  is  an  organization.  Instead  of 
42  persons,  for  all  manner  of  service,  there 
are  now  261,  irrespective  of  printers,  bmders, 
and  the  force  attending  to  the  care  of  the 
building  itself. 

The  copyright  work  is  set  off  and  interferes 
no  longer  with  the  energies  of  the  library 
proper.  There  is  a  separate  division  having 
to  do  with  the  acquisition  of  material,  anoth- 
er—  of  67  persons  —  to  classify  and  catalog 
it.  There  are  42  persons  attending  to  the  or- 
dinary service  of  the  reading  room  as  sup- 
plied from  the  stacks,  and  there  are  eight 
special  divisions  handling  severally  the  cur- 
rent newspapers  and  periodicals,  the  docu- 
ments, manuscripts,  maps,  music,  prints,  the 
scientific  publications  forming  the  Smith- 
sonian deposit,  and  the  books  for  the  blind. 
There  is  a  Division  of  Bibliography  whose 
function  is  to  assist  in  research  too  elaborate 
for  the  routine  service  of  the  reading  room, 
to  edit  the  library  publications,  and  to  rep- 
resent the  library  in  co-operative  bibliographic 
undertakings.  There  is  now  within  the  build- 
ing, besides  a  bindery,  with  a  force  of  45 
employees,  a  printing  office,  with  a  force  of 
21.  The  allotment  for  printing  and  binding, 
in  1896  only  $15,000,  is  for  the  coming  year 
$90,000. 

The  immediate  duty  of  this  organization  is 
near  at  hand.  There  is  a  huge  arrear  of  work 
upon  the  existing  collection  —  necessary  for 
its  effective  use,  and  its  intelligent  g^rowth. 
It  must  be  newly  classified  throughout;  and 
shelf  listed.  The  old  author  slip  catalog  must 
be  revised  and  reduced  to  print.  There  must 
be  compiled  a  subject  catalog,  of  which  none 
now  exists.  Innumerable  gaps  —  that  which 
is  crooked  can  be  made  straight,  but  that 
which  is  wanting  cannot  be  numbered  —  in- 
numerable gaps  are  to  be  ascertained  and 
filled.  A  collection  of  reference  books  must 
be  placed  back  at  the  Capitol,  with  suitable 
apparatus,  to  bring  the  library  once  more  into 
touch  with  Congress  and  enable  it  to  render 
the  service  to  Congress  which  is  its  first  duty. 
The  other  libraries  of  the  District  must  be 
brought  into  association  —  not  by  gathering 
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their  collections  into  the  Library  of  Congress, 
but  by  co-ordinating  processes  and  service. 
The  Library  of  Congress  as  the  center  of  the 
system  can  aid  in  this.  It  can  strengthen  each 
dei>artmental  library  by  relieving  it  of  ma- 
terial not  necessary  to  its  special  work.  It 
can  aid  toward  specialization  in  these  de- 
partmental libraries  by  exhibiting  present  un- 
necessary duplication.  (It  is  just  issuing  a 
union  list  of  serials  currently  taken  by  the 
libraries  of  the  District  which  has  this  very 
purpose.)  It  can  very  likely  print  the  cata- 
log cards  for  all  the  government  libraries  — 
incidentally  securing  uniformity,  and  a  copy 
for  its  own  use  of  each  card  —  which  in  time 
will  result  in  a  complete  statement  within  its 
own  walls  of  the  resources  of  every  depart- 
mental library  in  Washington.  It  will  supply 
to  each  such  library  a  copy  of  every  card 
which  it  prints  of  a  book  in  its  own  collec- 
tions relating  to  the  work  of  the  bureau 
which  such  library  serves. 

To  reduce  to  order  the  present  collection, 
incorporating  the  current  accessions,  to  fill 
the  most  inconvenient  gaps,  to  supply  the  most 
necessary  apparatus  in  catalogs  and  to  bring 
about  a  relation  among  the  libraries  of  Wash- 
ington which  shall  form  them  into  an  organic 
system:  this  work  will  of  itself  be  a  huge  one< 
I  have  spoken  of  the  equipment  of  the  Libra- 
ry of  Congress  as  elaborate,  the  force  as  large, 
and  the  appropriations  as  generous.  All  are 
so  in  contrast  to  antecedent  conditions.  In 
proportion  to  the  work  to  be  done,  however, 
they  are  not  merely  not  excessive,  but  in  some 
respects  far  short  of  the  need.  To  proceed 
beyond  those  immediate  undertakings  to  pro- 
jects of  general  service  will  require  certain 
equipment,  service,  and  funds  not  yet  secured, 
and  which  can  be  secured  only  by  a  general 
effort.  But  the  question  is  not  what  can  be 
done,  but  what  may  be  done  —  in  due  time, 
eventually. 

A  general  distribution  of  the  printed  cards : 
That  has  been  suggested.  It  was  suggested 
a  half  century  ago  by  the  Federal  Government 
through  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Pro- 
fessor Jewett's  proposal  then  was  a  central 
bureau  to  compile,  print  and  distribute  cards 
which  might  serve  to  local  libraries  as  a 
catalog  of  their  own  collections.  Such  a  pro- 
ject is  now  before  this  Association.    It  may 


not  be  feasible:  that  is,  it  might  not  result 
in  the  economy  which  it  suggests.  It  assumes 
a  large  number  of  books  to  be  acquired,  in 
the  same  editions,  by  many  libraries,  at  the 
same  time.  In  fact,  the  enthusiasm  for  the 
proposal  at  the  Montreal  meeting  last  year 
has  resulted  in  but  sixty  subscriptions  to  the 
actual  project. 

It  may  not  be  feasible.  But  if  such  a 
scheme  can  be  operated  at  all  it  may  perhaps 
be  operated  most  effectively  through  the  libra- 
ry which  for  its  own  uses  is  cataloging  and 
printing  a  card  for  every  book  currently  copy- 
righted in  the  United  States,  and  for  a  larger 
number  of  others  than  any  other  single  insti- 
tution. Such  must  be  confessed  of  the  Library 
of  Congress.  It  is  printing  a  card  for  every 
book  currently  copyrighted,  for  every  other 
book  currently  added  —  for  every  book  reached 
in  re-classification  —  and  thus  in  the  end  for 
every  book  in  its  collection.  It  is  now  print- 
ing, at  the  rate  of  over  200  titles  a  day  — 
60,000  titles  a  year.  The  entry  is  an  author 
entry,  in  form  and  type  accepted  by  the  com- 
mittee on  cataloging  of  the  A.  L.  A.  The 
cards  are  of  the  standard  size  —  3x5  inches 

—  of  the  best  linen  ledger  stock.  From  15  to 
100  copies  of  each  are  now  printed.  It  would 
be  uncandid  to  say  that  such  a  number  is 
necessary  for  the  use  of  the  library  itself,  or 
of  the  combined  libraries  at  Washington.  The 
usefulness  of  copies  of  them  to  any  other  li- 
brary for  incorporation  in  its  catalogs  must 
depend  upon  local  conditions :  the  style,  form, 
and  size  of  its  own  cards,  the  number  of  books 
which  it  adds  yearly,  the  proportion  of  these 
which  are  current,  and  other  related  matters. 
On  these  points  we  have  sought  statistics  from 
254  libraries.  We  have  them  from  202.  With 
them  we  have  samples  of  the  cards  in  use  by 
each,  with  a  complete  author  entry.  Having 
them  we  are  in  a  position  really  to  estimate 
the  chances.  I  will  not  enter  into  details. 
Summarily,  it  appears  that  our  cards  might 
etfect  a  great  saving  to  certain  libraries  and 
some  saving  to  others,  and  would  entail  a 
mere  expense  without  benefit  to  the  remainder 

—  all  of  which  is  as  might  have  been  guessed. 
The    distribution    suggested   by    Professor 

Jewett  and  proposed  by  the  A.  L.  A.  had  in 
\'iew  a  saving  to  the  recipient  library  of  cata- 
loging and  printing  on  its  own  account.    It 
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assumed  a  subscription  by  each  recipient  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  extra  stock  and  press- 
work.  There  is  conceivable  a  distribution 
more  limited  in  range,  having  another  pur- 
pose. The  national  library  wishes  to  get  into 
touch  with  the  local  libraries  which  are  cen- 
ters for  important  research.  It  wishes  the 
fullest  information  as  to  their  contents;  it 
may  justifiably  supply  them  with  the  fullest 
information  as  to  its  own  contents.  Suppose 
it  should  supply  them  with  a  copy  of  every 
card  which  it  prints,  getting  in  return  a  copy 
of  every  card  which  they  print  ?  I  am  obliged 
to  disclose  this  suggestion:  for  such  an  ex- 
change has  already  been  begun.  A  copy  of 
every  card  printed  by  the  Library  of  Congress 
goes  out  to  the  New  York  Public  Library: 
a  copy  of  every  card  printed  by  the  New  York 
Public  Library  comes  to  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. In  the  new  building  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  there  will  be  a  section  of  the 
public  card  catalog  designated  The  Catalog 
of  the  Library  of  Congress.  It  will  contain 
at  least  every  title  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
not  to  be  found  in  any  library  of  the  metropo- 
lis. In  the  Library  of  Congress  a  section  of 
the  great  card  catalog  of  American  libraries 
outside  the  District  will  be  a  catalog  of  the 
New  York  Public  Library. 

I  have  here  a  letter  from  the  librarian  of 
Cornell  University  forwarding  a  resolution  of 
the  Library  Council  (composed  in  part  of  fac- 
ulty members)  which  requests  for  the  uni- 
versity library  a  set  of  these  cards.  Mr.  Har- 
ris states  that  the  purpose  would  be  to  fit  up 
cases  of  drawers  in  the  catalog  room,  which 
is  freely  accessible  to  any  one  desiring  to 
consult  bibliographical  aids,  and  arrange  the 
cards  in  alphabetical  order  by  authors,  thus 
making  an  author  catalog  of  the  set.  He 
adds  "The  whole  question  has  been  rather 
carefully  considered  and  the  unanimous  sense 
of  the  council  was  that  the  usefulness  of  the 
catalog  to  us  would  be  well  worth  the  cost 
of  the  cases,  the  space  they  would  occupy,  and 
the  time  it  would  take  to  arrange  and  keep  in 
order  the  cards." 

There  is  a  limit  to  such  a  distribution.  But 
I  suspect  that  it  will  not  stop  with  New  York 
and  Ithaca. 

There  is  some  expense  attendant  on  it. 
There  is  the  extra  stock,  the  presswork,  the 


labor  of  sorting  and  despatching.  No  post- 
age, however,  for  the  Library  of  Congress  has 
the  franking  privilege,  in  and  out.  The  re- 
sults however:  one  cannot  deny  them  to  be 
attractive.  At  Washington  a  statement  of  at 
least  the  distinctive  contents  of  every  great 
local  collection.  At  each  local  center  of  re- 
search a  statement  of  the  distinctive  contents 
of  the  national  collection.  An  inquirer  in 
Wisconsin  writes  to  Washington:  is  such  a 
book  to  be  had  in  the  United  States ;  must  he 
come  to  Washington  for  it,  or  to  New  York? 
—  No,  he  will  find  it  in  Chicago  at  the  New- 
berry or  the  Crerar. 

If  there  can  be  such  a  thing  as  a  biblio- 
graphic bureau  for  the  United  States,  the 
Library  of  Congress  is  in  a  way  to  become 
one;  to  a  degree,  in  fact,  a  bureau  of  infor- 
mation for  the  United  States.  Besides  rou- 
tine workers  efficient  as  a  body,  it  has  already 
some  expert  bibliographers  and  within  cer- 
tain lines  specialists.  It  has  not  a  complete 
corps  of  these.  It  cannot  have  tmtil  Congress 
can  be  made  to  understand  the  need  of  them. 
Besides  its  own  employees,  however,  it  has 
within  reach  by  telephone  a  multitude  of  ex- 
perts. They  are  maintained  by  the  very  gov- 
ernment which  maintains  it  They  are  learned 
men,  efficient  men,  specially  trained,  willing  to 
give  freely  of  their  special  knowledge.  They 
enter  the  government  employ  and  remain 
there,  not  for  the  pecuniary  compensation, 
which  is  shamefully  meagre,  but  for  the  love 
of  the  work  itself  and  for  the  opporttmity  for 
public  service  which  it  affords.  Of  these  men, 
in  the  scientific  bureaus  at  Washington,  the 
National  Library  can  take  counsel :  it  can  se- 
cure their  aid  to  develop  its  collections  and  to 
answer  inquiries  of  moment.  This  will  be 
within  the  field  of  the  natural  and  physical  sci- 
ences. Meantime  within  its  walls  it  possesses 
already  excellent  capacity  for  miscellaneous 
research,  and  special  capacity  for  meeting  in- 
quiries in  history  and  topography,  in  general 
literature,  and  in  the  special  literature  of 
economics,  mathematics  and  physics.  It  has 
still  Ainsworth  Spofford  and  the  other  men, 
who  with  him,  under  extraordinary  disad- 
vantages, for  thirty-five  years  made  the  libra- 
ry useful  at  the  Capitol. 

The  library  is  already  issuing  publications 
in  book  form.    In  part  these  are  catalogs  of  its 
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own  contents;  in  part  an  exhibit  of  the  more 
important  material  in  existence  on  some  sub- 
ject  of  current  interest,  particularly,  of  course, 
in  connection  with  national  affairs.  Even  dur- 
ing the  period  of  organization  fifteen  such 
lists  have  already  been  issued.  They  are  dis- 
tributed freely  to  libraries  and  even  to  indi- 
vidual inquirers. 

But  there  may  be  something  further.  The 
distribution  of  cards  which  exhibit  its  own 
contents  or  save  duplication  of  expense  else- 
where, the  publication  of  bibliographies  which 
aid  to  research,  expert  service  which  in  an- 
swer to  inquiry  points  out  the  best  sources 
and  the  most  effectifve  methods  of  research: 
all  these  may  have  their  use.  But  how  about 
the  books  themselves?  Must  the  use  of  this 
great  collection  be  limited  to  Washington? 
How  many  of  the  students  who  need  some 
book  in  the  Library  of  Congress  —  perhaps 
there  alone  —  can  come  to  Washington  to 
consult  it  at  the  moment  of  need?  A  case  is 
conceivable:  a  university  professor  at  Madi- 
son or  Berkeley  or  San  Antonio,  in  connection 
with  research  important  to  scholarship,  re- 
quires some  volume  in  an  unusual  set  The 
set  is  not  in  the  university  library.  It  is  too 
costly  for  that  library  to  acquire  for  the  in- 
frequent need.  The  volume  is  in  the  National 
Library.  It  is  not  at  the  moment  in  use  at 
Washington.  The  university  library  requests 
the  loan  of  it.  If  the  National  Library  is  to 
be  the  national  library ? 

There  might  result  some  inconvenience. 
There  would  be  also  the  peril  of  transit 
Some  volumes  might  be  lost  to  posterity. 
But  after  all  we  are  ourselves  a  posterity. 
Some  respect  is  due  to  the  ancestors  who 
have  saved  for  our  use.  And  if  one  copy  of 
a  book  possessed  by  the  federal  government 
and  within  reasonable  limits  subject  to  call 
by  different  institutions,  might  suffice  for  the 
entire  United  States  —  what  does  logic  seem 
to  require  —  and  expediency  —  and  the  good 
of  the  greater  number? 

The  Library  of  Congress  is  now  primarily 
a  reference  library.  But  if  there  be  any  citi- 
zen who  thinks  that  it  should  never  lend  a 
book  —  to  another  library  —  in  aid  of  the 
higher  research  —  when  the  book  can  be 
spared  from  Washington  and  is  not  a  book 
within  the  proper  duty  of  the  local  library  to 


supply  —  if  there  be  any  citizen  who  thinks 
that  for  the  National  Library  to  lend  under 
these  circumstances  would  be  a  misuse  of  its 
resources  and,  therefore,  an  abuse  of  trust  — 
he  had  better  speak  quickly,  or  he  may  be  too 
late.  Precedents  may  be  created  which  it 
would  be  awkward  to  ignore. 

Really  I  have  been  speaking  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  as  if  it  were  the  only  activity 
of  the  federal  government  of  interest  to  li- 
braries. That,  however,  is  the  fault  of  the 
topic.  It  was  not  what  might  be  done  foe 
science,  for  literature,  for  the  advance  of 
learning,  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge.  It 
was  merely  what  might  be  done  for  libraries; 
a.<:  it  were,  not  for  the  glory  of  God,  but  for 
the  advancement  of  the  church.  We  have 
confidence  in  the  mission  of  libraries  and  con- 
sider anything  in  aid  of  it  as  good  in  itself. 

Their  most  stimulating,  most  fruitful  ser- 
vice must  be  the  direct  service.  The  service 
of  the  national  authority  must  in  large  part 
be  merely  indirect.  It  can  meet  the  reader  at 
large  only  through  the  local  authority.  It 
can  serve  the  great  body  of  readers  chiefly 
through  the  local  libraries  which  meet  them 
face  to  face,  know  their  needs,  supply  their 
most  ordinary  needs.  Its  natural  agent  —  we 
librarians  at  least  must  think  this  —  is  its 
own  library  —  the  library  which  if  there  is  to 
be  a  national  library  not  merely  of,  but  for 
the  United  States  —  must  be  that  library. 

Must  become  such,  I  should  have  said.  For 
we  are  not  yet  arrived.  We  cannot  arrive  until 
much  preliminary  work  has  been  doue,  and 
much  additional  resource  secured  frota  Con- 
gress. We  shall  arrive  the  sooner  in  propor- 
tion as  you  who  have  in  charge  the  municipal 
and  collegiate  libraries  of  the  United  States 
will  urge  upon  Congress  the  advantage  to  the 
interests  you  represent,  of  undertakings  such 
as  I  have  described.  To  this  point  we  have 
not  asked  your  aid.  In  the  equipment  of  the 
library,  in  the  reconstruction  of  its  service, 
in  the  addition  of  more  expert  service,  in  the 
improvement  of  immediate  facilities,  our  appeal 
to  Congress  has  been  based  on  the  work  to  be 
done  near  at  hand.  I  have  admitted  to  you 
the  possibility  of  these  other  undertakings  of 
more  general  concern.  If  they  commend 
themselves  to  you  as  proper  and  useful  —  the 
appeal  for  them  must  be  primarily  your  appeal. 
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THE  TRUSTEESHIP  OF  LITERATURE—I. 


By  Geobge  Iles^  New  York  City, 


Q  IX  months  ago  the  curtain  descended  upon 
what  is  likely  to  be  accounted  the  most 
memorable  century  in  the  annals  of  mankind. 
So  salient  are  three  of  its  characteristics  that 
they  challenge  the  eye  of  the  most  casual  re- 
trospection.   First  of  all,  we  see  that  knowl- 
edge was  increased  at  2^  pace  beyond  prece- 
dent, to  be   diffused  throughout  the  world 
with  a  new  thoroughness  and  fidelity.    Next 
we  must  observe  how  republican  government 
passed  from  the  slender  ties  spun  in  the  times 
of  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Adams,  to  the 
intimate  and  pervasive  cords  of  to-day,  when, 
as  never  before,  the  good  of  the  bee  is  bound 
up   with  the  welfare  of  the  hive.     Parallel 
with  this  political  union  of  each  and  all  there 
was  a  growth  of  free  organization  which,  in 
every  phase  of  life,  has  secured  uncounted 
benefits  which  only  joined  hands  may  receive. 
Fresh  torches  of  light  fraternally  borne  from 
the  centers  of  civilization  to  its  circumference 
have  tended  to  bring  the  arts  and  ideals  of  life 
everywhere  to  the  level  of  the  best.     These 
distinctive  features  of  the  nineteenth  century 
were  in  little  evidence  at  its  dawn,  but  they 
became  more  and  more  manifest  with  each 
succeeding  decade.     In   American  librarian- 
ship,   as   in   many   another   sphere  of  labor, 
more  was  accomplished  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  century  than  in  the  seventy-five  preceding 
years. 

It  is  as  recently  as  1852  that  Boston  opened 
the  doors  of  the  first  free  public  library  es- 
tablished in  an  American  city.  Its  founders 
were  convinced  that  what  was  good  for  the 
students  at  Harvard,  the  subscribers  to  the 
Athenaeum,  was  good  for  everybody  else.  Lit- 
erature, they  felt,  was  a  trust  to  be  admin- 
istered not  for  a  few,  but  for  the  many,  to  be, 
indeed,  hospitably  proffered  to  all.  To  this 
hour,  by  a  wise  and  generous  responsiveness 
to  its  ever-growing  duties,  the  Boston  founda- 
tion remains  a  model  of  what  a  metropolitan 
library  should  be.  As  with  the  capital,  so 
with  the  state ;  to-day  Massachusetts  is  better 
provided  with  free  public  libraries  than  any 


other  commonwealth  on  the  globe;  only  one 
in  two  hundred  of  her  people  are  unserved 
by  them,  while  within  her  borders  the  dvic 
piety  of  her  sons  and  daughters  has  reared 
more  than  six  score  library  buildings.     The 
library  commission  of  the  state  is  another 
model  in  its  kind;  its  powers  are  in  the  main 
advisory,  but  when  a  struggling  community 
desires  to  establish  a  library,  and  contributes 
to  that  end,  the  commission  tenders  judidotia 
aid.      The    population    of    Massachusetts    is 
chiefly  urban,  an  exceptional  case,  for  taking 
the  Union  as  a  whole,  notwithstanding  the 
constant  drift  to  the  cities,  much  more  than 
half  the  people  are  still  to  be  fotmd  in  the 
country.     For  their  behoof  village  libraries 
have  appeared  in  thousands.     Still  more  ef- 
fective, because  linked  with  one  another,  are 
the  travelling  libraries,  inaugurated  by  Mr. 
Melvil  Dewey  in  New  York  in  1893,  and  since 
adopted  in  many  other  states  of  the  Union, 
and  several  provinces  of  Canada.     All  this 
registers  how  the  democracy  of  letters  has 
come  to  its  own.    Schools  public  and  free  en- 
sure to  the  American  child  its  birthright  of 
instruction ;  libraries,  also  public  and  free,  are 
rising  to  supplement  that  instruction,  10  yield 
the  light  and  lift,  the  entertainment  and  stim- 
ulus that  literature  stands  ready  to  bestow. 
The  old-time  librarian,  who  was  content  to 
be  a  mere  custodian  of  books,  has  passed  from 
the  stage  forever;  in  his  stead  we  find  an  of- 
ficer anxious  that  his  store  shall  do  all  the 
people  the  utmost  possible  good.    To  that  end 
he  combines  the  zeal  of  the  missionary  with 
the  address  of  a  consummate  man  of  business. 
Little  children  are  invited  to  cheery  rooms 
with  kind  and  intelligent  hospitality;  teach- 
ers and  pupils  from  the  public  schools  are 
welcomed  to  classrooms  where  everything  is 
gathered  that  the  library  can  offer  for  their 
use ;  helpful  bulletins  and  consecutive  reading 
lists  are  issued  for  the  home  circle;  every 
book,  magazine  and  newspaper  is  bought,  as 
far  as   feasible,   with   an  eye  to  the  special 
wants  and  interests  of  the  community;  infor- 
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mation  desks  are  set  up;  and  partnerships 
are  formed  with  expositors  of  acknowledged 
merit,  with  museums  of  industry,  of  natural 
history,  of  the  fine  arts.  Not  the  borrowers 
only,  but  the  buyers  of  books  are  remembered. 
The  Standard  Library,  brought  together  by 
Mr.  W.  £.  Foster,  in  Providence,  is  a  shining 
example  in  this  regard. 

The  sense  of  trusteeship  thus  variously  dis- 
played has  had  a  good  many  sources;  let  us 
confine  our  attention  to  one  of  them.  During 
the  past  hundred  years  the  treasure  committed 
to  the  keeping  of  librarians  has  undergone  en- 
richment without  parallel  in  any  preceding 
age.  We  have  more  and  better  books  than 
ever  before ;  they  mean  more  than  in  any  for- 
mer time  for  right  living  and  sound  thinking. 
A  rough  and  ready  classification  of  literature, 
true  enough  in  substance,  divides  it  into  books 
of  power,  of  information,  and  of  entertain- 
ment. Let  us  look  at  these  three  depart- 
ments a  little  in  detail.  Restricting  our  pur- 
view to  the  English  tongue,  we  find  the  honor 
roll  of  its  literature  lengthened  by  the  names 
of  Wordsworth,  Tennyson  and  Matthew  Ar- 
nold, Carlyle  and  Ruskin,  Emerson  and 
Lowell.  And  not  only  to  authors  such  as 
these  must  our  debt  be  acknowledged.  We 
owe  scholarly  editors  nearly  as  much.  In 
Spedding's  Bacon,  the  Shakesperean  studies 
of  Mr.  Fumiss,  and  the  Chaucer  of  Profes- 
sor Skeat,  we  have  typical  examples  of  ser- 
vices not  enjoyed  by  any  former  age.  To-day 
the  supreme  poets,  seers  and  sages  of  all  time 
are  set  before  us  in  the  clearest  sunshine; 
their  gold,  refined  from  all  admixture,  is 
minted  for  a  currency  impossible  before.  In 
their  original,  unedited  forms,  the  master- 
pieces of  our  language  are  now  cheap  enough 
to  find  their  way  to  the  lowliest  cottage  of  the 
cross-roads. 

It  is  not,  however,  in  the  field  of  literature 
pure  and  simple  that  the  manna  fell  most 
abundantly  during  the  past  hundred  years. 
Mr.  Alfred  Russel  WallJace,  the  last  of  the 
g^eat  students  who  took  all  natural  history 
for  their  province,  declares  that  the  advances 
in  discovery,  invention  and  generalization 
during  the  nineteenth  century  outweigh  those 
of  all  preceding  time.  Admit  this  judgment, 
and  at  once  is  explained  why  the  records  and 
the  spirit  of  science  dominate  the  literature 


of  the  last  ten  decades.  And  let  us  note  that 
while  books  of  knowledge  have  increased  be- 
yond measure,  th^r  have  appeared  with  a 
helpfulness  and  with  merits  wholly  new.  For 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  letters,  men 
and  women  of  successful  experience,  of  prac- 
tised and  skilful  pens,  write  books  which, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  enlighten 
their  toil,  diminish  their  drudgery,  and  sweet- 
en their  lives.  Cross  the  threshold  of  the 
home  and  there  is  not  a  task,  from  choosing 
a  carpet  to  rearing  a  baby,  that  has  not  been 
illuminated  by  at  least  one  good  woman  of 
authority  in  her  theme.  On  the  heights  of  the 
literature  of  science  we  have  a  quality  and 
distinction  unknown  before  these  later  days. 
The  modem  war  on  evil  and  pain  displays 
weapons  of  an  edge  and  force  of  which  our 
forefathers  never  dared  to  dream;  its  armies 
march  forward  not  in  ignorant  hope,  but  with 
the  assured  expectation  of  victory.  All  this 
inspires  leaders  like  Huxley,  Spencer  and 
Fiske  with  an  eloquence,  a  power  to  convince 
and  persuade,  new  in  the  annals  of  human 
expression  and  as  characteristic  of  the  nine- 
teenth century  as  the  English  poetry  of  the 
sixteenth,  in  the  glorious  era  of  Elizabeth. 
The  literature  of  knowledge  is  not  only  fuller 
and  better  than  of  old,  it  is  more  wisely  em- 
ployed. In  the  classroom,  and  when  school 
days  are  done,  we  now  understand  how  the 
printed  page  may  best  direct  and  piece  out  the 
work  of  the  hand,  the  eye  and  the  ear;  not 
for  a  moment  deluding  ourselves  with  the  no- 
tion that  we  have  grasped  truth  merely  be- 
cause we  can  spell  the  word.  To-day  we 
first  consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  not  the 
lilies  of  the  printer;  that  done  it  is  time 
enough  to  take  up  a  formal  treatise  which 
will  clarify  and  frame  our  knowledge.  If  a 
boy  is  by  nature  a  mechanic,  a  book  of  the 
right  sort  shows  him  how  to  construct  a  sim- 
ple steam  engine  or  an  electric  motor.  Is  he 
an  amateur  photographer,  other  books,  ex- 
cellently illustrated,  give  him  capital  hints  for 
work  with  his  camera.  It  is  in  thus  rounding 
out  the  circle  which  springs  from  the  school 
desk  that  the  public  library  justifies  its  equal 
claim  to  support  from  the  public  treasury. 

In  the  third  and  last  domain  of  letters,  that 
of  fiction,  there  is  a  veritable  embarrassment 
of  riches.    During  the  three  generations  past 
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the  art  of  story-telling  culminated  in  works  of 
all  but  Shakesperean  depth  and  charm.  We 
have  only  to  recall  Scott  and  Thackeray, 
Hawthorne,  George  Eliot  and  Thomas  Hardy, 
to  be  reminded  that  an  age  of  science  may 
justly  boast  of  novelists  and  romancers  such 
as  the  world  never  knew  before.  No  phase 
of  life  but  has  been  limned  with  photographic 
fidelity,  no  realm  of  imagination  but  has  been 
bodied  forth  as  if  by  experience  on  fire,  so 
that  many  a  book  which  bears  the  name  of 
fiction  might  well  be  labelled  as  essential 
truth.  Within  the  past  decade,  however,  the 
old  veins  have  approached  their  bounds,  while 
new  lodes  do  not  as  yet  appear.  Of  this  the 
tokens  are  the  eager  sifting  of  the  rubbish 
heap,  the  elaborate  picturing  of  the  abnormal 
and  the  gross.  Pens  unable  to  afford  either 
delight  or  cheer  have  abundant  capacity,  often 
with  evident  malice,  to  strike  the  nerves  of 
horror  and  of  pain.  If  at  the  present  hour 
high  achievement  in  fiction  is  rare,  if  we  hear 
more  echoes  than  ever  and  fewer  voices, 
quantity  abounds  to  the  point  of  surfeit.  With 
an  output  in  America  alone  of  6i6  works  for 
1900,  all  fears  of  famine  may  well  be  allayed. 

The  main  fact  of  the  situation  then  is  that 
the  librarian's  trust  has  of  late  years  under- 
gone stupendous  increase;  this  at  once  broad- 
ens his  opportunities  and  adds  to  his  burdens. 
Gold  and  silver,  iron  and  lead,  together  with 
much  dross,  are  commingled  in  a  heap  which 
rises  every  hour.  Before  a  trust  can  be  right- 
ly and  gainfully  administered,  its  trustees 
must  know  in  detail  what  it  is  that  they 
guard,  what  its  several  items  are  worth,  what 
they  are  good  for.  And  let  us  remember  that 
literature  consists  in  but  small  part  of  metals 
which  declare  themselves  to  all  men  as  gold 
or  lead ;  much  commoner  are  alloys  of  every 
conceivable  deg^ree  of  worth  or  worthlessness. 
There  is  plainly  nothing  for  it  but  to  have 
recourse  to  the  crucibles  of  the  professional 
assayer,  it  becomes  necessary  to  add  to  the 
titles  of  our  catalogs  some  responsible  word 
as  to  what  books  are  and  what  rank  they  oc- 
cupy in  an  order  of  just  precedence. 

This  task  of  a  competent  and  candid  ap- 
praisal of  literature,  as  a  necessity  of  its  trus- 
teeship, has  been  before  the  minds  of  this 
Association  for  a  good  many  years.  A  nota- 
ble step  toward  its  accomplishment  was  taken 


when  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Green,  in  1879^  adlied 
himself  with  the  teachers  of  Worcester,  Bias- 
sachusetts,  that  they  and  he  together  might 
select  books  for  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
The  work  began  and  has  proceeded  upon 
comprehensive  lines.  Such  literature  has  been 
chosen  as  may  usefully  and  acceptably  form 
part  of  the  daily  instruction,  there  is  a  liberal 
choice  of  books  of  entertainment  and  inspira- 
tion worthily  to  buttress  and  relieve  the  for- 
mal lessons.  The  whole  work  goes  forward 
with  intent  to  cultivate  the  taste,  to  widen  the 
horizons,  to  elevate  the  impulses  of  the  young 
reader.  Mr.  Green's  methods,  with  the  mod- 
ifications needful  in  transplanting,  have  been 
adopted  far  and  wide  throughout  the  Union. 
Already  they  have  borne  fruit  in  heightening 
the  standards  of  free  choice  when  readers 
have  passed  from  the  school  bench  to  the 
work-a-day  world. 

Thus  thoughtfully  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
the  reading  habit  is  a  task  beyond  praise; 
upon  a  basis  so  sound  it  falls  to  our  lot  to 
rear,  if  we  can,  a  worthy  and  durable  super- 
structure. It  is  time  that  we  passed  from 
books  for  boys  and  girls  to  books  for  the 
youth,  the  man  and  the  woman.  And  how 
amid  the  volume  and  variety  of  the  accumu- 
lated literature  of  the  ages  shall  we  proceed? 
For  light  and  comfort  let  us  go  back  a  little 
in  the  history  of  education,  we  shall  there  find 
a  method  substantially  that  of  our  friend, 
Mr.  Green.  Long  before  there  were  any  free 
libraries  at  all,  we  had  in  America  a  small 
band  of  readers  and  learners  who  enjoyed 
unfailing  pilotage  in  the  sea  of  literature. 
These  readers  and  learners  were  in  the  col- 
leges, where  the  teachers  from  examination 
and  comparison  in  the  study,  the  class-room 
and  the  laboratory  were  able  to  say  that  such 
an  author  was  the  best  in  his  field,  that  such 
another  had  useful  chapters,  and  that  a  third 
was  unreliable  or  superseded.  While  litera- 
ture has  been  growing  from  much  to  more, 
this  bench  of  judicature  has  been  so  enlarged 
as  to  keep  steadily  abreast  of  it.  At  Harvard 
there  are  twenty-six  sub-lfbraries  of  astron- 
omy, zoology,  political  economy,  and  so  on; 
at  hand  are  the  teachers  who  can  tell  how  the 
books  may  be  used  with  most  profit.  Of  the 
best  critics  of  books  in  America  the  larger 
part  are  to  be  found  at  Harvard,  at  its  sister 


ILES. 


19 


universities  and  colleges,  at  the  technological 
institutes  and  art  schools  of  our  great  cities. 
We  see  their  signed  reviews  in  such  period- 
icals as  the  Political  Science  Quarterly  and 
the  Physical  Review;  or  unsigned  in  journals 
of  the  stamp  of  the  Nation.  Fortunately,  we 
can  call  upon  reinforcements  of  this  van- 
guard of  criticism.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
name  a  branch  of  learning,  an  art,  a  science, 
an  exploration,  from  folk-lore  to  forestry, 
from  psychical  research  to  geological  surveys, 
whose  votaries  are  not  to-day  banded  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  they  have  at  heart.  These  or- 
ganizations include  not  only  the  foremost 
teachers  in  the  Union,  but  also  their  peers, 
outside  the  teaching  profession,  of  equal  au- 
thority in  bringing  literature  to  the  balances. 
And  the  point  for  us  is  that  these  societies, 
through  their  publications  and  discussions, 
enable  these  laymen  to  be  known  for  what 
they  are.  Because  the  American  Historical 
Association  is  thus  comprehensive,  its  mem- 
bership has  opened  the  door  for  an  initisil  task 
of  appraisal,  important  in  itself  and  significant 
for  the  future. 

Drawing  his  two  score  contributors  almost 
wholly  from  that  Association,  Mr.  J.  N. 
Lamed,  of  Buffalo,  an  honored  leader  of  ours, 
has,  without  fee  or  reward,  acted  as  chief 
editor  of  an  annotated  Bibliography  of  Amer- 
ican History.  The  work  is  now  passing 
through  the  composing  room  of  Houghton, 
Mifflin  &  Co.,  of  Boston;  its  contributors  in- 
clude professors  of  history  at  Bowdoin,  Bryn 
Mawr,  Columbia,  Harvard,  McGill,  Toronto, 
Tulane  and  Yale,  as  well  as  the  Universities 
of  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Chicago;  our 
own  Association  is  worthily  represented  by 
Messrs.  James  Bain,  Clarence  S.  Brigham,  V. 
L.  Collins,  W.  E.  Foster,  J.  K.  Hosmer,  E.  C. 
Richardson  and  R.  G.  Thwaites.  As  a  rule 
the  notes  are  signed.  Where  for  any  reason  a 
book  demanding  notice  could  not  be  allotted 
to  a  contributor,  Mr.  Lamed  has  quoted  the 
fairest  review  he  could  find  in  print.  He  has 
included  not  only  good  books,  but  such  other 
works  as  have  found  an  acceptance  they  do 
not  deserve.  All  told  his  pages  will  offer  us 
about  3400  titles ;  a  syllabus  of  the  sources  of 
American  history  is  prefixed  by  Mr.  Paul 
Leicester  Ford;  as  an  appendix  will  appear  a 
feature  also  of  great  value.    In  their  ''Guide 


to  American  history,"  published  in  1896,  Pro- 
fessors Channing  and  Hart,  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, recommended  such  collections  of 
books  as  may  be  had  for  $5,  $10,  $20,  $50  or 
$100.  Professor  Channing  is  kind  enough  to 
say  that  he  will  revise  these  lists  and  bring 
them  down  to  date  as  a  contribution  to  Mr. 
Lamed's  work.  Professor  Channing  may,  we 
trust,  name  the  books  in  each  collection  in  the 
order  in  which  they  may  be  most  gainfully 
read. 

In  times  past  our  bibliographies  have  begun 
to  need  enlargement  the  moment  they  left  the 
bindery;  in  the  present  case  that  need  is  for 
the  first  time  to  be  supplied.  Mr.  Lamed's 
titles  come  to  the  close  of  1899;  beyond  that 
period  current  literature  is  to  be  chosen  from 
and  appraised  with  the  editorship  of  Philip  P. 
Wells,  librarian  of  the  Yale  Law  Library, 
who  will  issue  his  series  in  card  form.  We 
hope  that  he  may  be  ready  with  his  cards  for 
T900  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Lamed's  book  ap- 
pears. Thereafter  Mr.  Wells'  series  will 
probably  be  published  quarter  by  quarter.  Be- 
ginning with  1897,  Mr.  W.  Dawson  Johnston, 
now  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  has  edited 
for  us  a  series  of  annotated  cards  dealing 
with  the  contemporary  literature  of  English 
history.  Both  the  form  and  substance  of  his 
series  are  capital.  In  so  far  as  his  cards  go 
directly  into  catalog  cases,  where  readers  and 
students  must  of  necessity  see  them,  they  ren- 
der the  utmost  possible  aid.  If  subscribers  in 
sufficient  array  come  forward,  Mr.  Lamed's 
book  may  be  remolded  for  issue  in  similar 
card  form,  with  a  like  opportunity  for  service 
in  catalog  cases.  In  the  Geveland  Public  Li- 
brary and  its  branches  useful  notes  are  pasted 
within  the  lids  of  a  good  many  volumes.  It 
is  well  thus  to  put  immediately  under  the 
reader's  eye  the  word  which  points  him  directly 
to  his  goal,  or  prevents  him  wasting  time  in 
wanderings  of  little  value  or  no  value  at  all. 

With  Mr.  Lamed's  achievement  a  new 
chapter  is  opened  in  American  librarianship ; 
he  breaks  a  path  which  should  be  followed  up 
with  a  discernment  and  patience  emulous  of 
his  example.  If  the  whole  working  round  of 
our  literature  were  sifted  and  labelled  after 
his  method,  the  worth  of  that  literature,  be- 
cause clearly  brought  into  evidence,  might  well 
be  doubled  at  least.     Every  increase  in  the 
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availability  of  our  books,  every  removal  of 
fences,  every  setting-up  of  guide-posts,  has 
had  a  heartening  public  response.  So  it  will 
be  if  we  proceed  with  this  effort  to  bring  to- 
gether the  seekers  and  the  knowers,  to  obtain 
the  best  available  judgments  for  the  behoof  of 
readers  and  students  everywhere.  Economics 
and  politics,  so  closely  interwoven  with  Amer- 
ican history,  might  well  afford  the  second  field 
for  appraisal.  A  good  many  libraries  still  find 
aid  in  the  "Reader's  guide"  in  this  department, 
although  it  appeared  as  long  ago  as  i89i« 
Next  might  fellow  the  literature  of  the 
sciences  pure  and  applied,  together  with  the 
useful  arts.  Among  useful  arts  those  of  the 
household  might  well  have  the  lead,  for  we 
must  not  be  academic,  or  ever  lose  sight  of 
the  duties  nearest  at  hand  to  the  great  body 
of  the  plain  people.  Mr.  Sturgis  and  Mr. 
Krehbiel,  in  1897,  did  an  excellent  piece  of 
work  for  us  in  their  "Bibliography  of  the 
fine  arts";  their  guide  might  profitably  be 
revised  and  enlarged  in  its  several  divisions, 
not  omitting  the  introductory  paragraphs 
which  make  the  book  unique  in  its  class. 
These  tasks  well  in  hand,  we  might  rome  to 
such  accessions  of  strength  and  insight  as  to 
nerve  us  for  labors  of  wider  range  and  greater 
difficulty,  where  personal  equations  may  baf- 
fle even  the  highest  court  of  appeal,  where  it 
is  opinion  rather  than  fact  that  is  brought  to 
the  scales.  I  refer  to  the  debatable  ground 
of  ethics,  philosophy  and  theology;  and,  at 
the  other  pole  of  letters,  to  the  vast  stretches 
of  fiction  and  belles  lettres  in  our  own  and 
foreigfn  tongues.  With  regard  to  fiction  and 
belles  lettres,  one  of  Mr.  Lamed's  methods 
has  a  hint  for  us.  In  some  cases  he  has 
found  it  best  to  quote  Mr.  Francis  Parkman, 
Mr.  Justin  Winsor,  or  the  pages  of  the  Na- 
Hon,  the  Dial,  the  American  Historical  Re- 
view, and  similar  trustworthy  sources.  With 
respect  to  novels  and  romances,  essays  and 
literary  interpretation,  it  does  not  seem  feasi- 
ble to  engage  a  special  corps  of  reviewers. 
It  may  be  a  good  plan  to  appoint  judicious 
editors  to  give  us  composite  photographs  of 
what  the  critics  best  worth  heeding  have  said 
in  the  responsible  press. 

It  is  in  the  preponderant  circulation  of  fic- 
tion, and  fiction  for  the  most  part  of  poor 
quality,  that  the  critics  of  public  libraries  find 


most  warrant  for  attack.    They  point  to  the 
fact  that  many  readers  of  this  fiction  are  com- 
paratively well-to-do,  and  are  exempted  by 
public  taxation  from  supporting  the  subscrip- 
tion library  and  the  bookseller.     The  diffi- 
culty has  been  met  chiefly  in  two  ways;  by 
curtailing  the  supply  of  mediocre  and  trashy 
fiction ;  by  exacting  a  small  fee  on  issuing  the 
novels  brought  for  a  season  to  a  huge  de- 
mand by  advertising  of  a  new  address  and 
prodigality.    Appraisal,  just   and   thorough, 
may  be  expected  to  render  aid  more  impor- 
tant because  radical  instead  of  superficial.  In 
the  first  place,  the  best  books  of  recreation, 
now  overlaid  by  new  and  inferior  writing,  can 
be  brought  into  prominence ;  secondly,  an  em- 
phasis, as  persuasive  as  it  can  be  made,  ought 
to  be  placed  upon  the  more  solid  stores  of  our 
literature.    "Business,"  said  Bagehot  long  ago, 
"is  really  more  agreeable  than  pleasure;  it 
interests  the  whole  mind,  the  aggregate  na- 
ture of  man  more  continuously  and  deeply, 
but  it  does  not  look  as  if  it  did."    Let  it  be 
our  purpose  to  reveal  what  admirable  sub- 
stance underlies  appearances  not  always  se- 
ductive to  the   casual  glance.     Lowell   and 
Matthew  Arnold,   Huxley  and  John  Fiske, 
Lecky  and  Goldwin  Smith  are  solid  enough, 
yet  with  no  lack  of  wit  or  humor  to  relieve 
their    argument    and    elucidation.      A    New 
York  publisher  of  wide  experience  estimates 
that  the  average  American  family,  apart  from 
school  purchases,  buys  less  than  two  books  a 
year.     Newspapers  and  magazines  form  th^ 
staple  of  the  popular  literary  diet.    What  fills 
the  newspapers  is  mainly  news ;  their  other  de- 
partments of  information  are  often  extensive 
and  admirable,  but  within  the  limits  of  the 
hastily  penned  paragraph  or  column  they  can- 
not rise  to  the  completeness  and  quality  of  a 
book  carefully  written  and  faithfully  revised. 
The  plain  fact  is,  and  it  behooves  us  to  reckon 
with  it,  the  average  man,  to  whom  we  bear 
our  credentials  as  missionaries,  looks  upon  a 
book  as  having  something  biblical  about  it 
To  sit  down  deliberately  and  surrender  him- 
self to  its  chapters  is  a  task  he  waves  away 
with  strangely  mingled  awe  and  dislike.    So 
he  misses  the  consecutive  instruction,  as  de- 
lightful as  profitable  to  an  educated  taste, 
which  authors,  publishers  and  librarians  are 
ready  and  even  anxious  to  impart. 
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We  hear  a  good  deal  in  these  days  about  the 
need  of  recreation,  and  not  a  word  more  than 
is  true,  but  let  us  remember  that  the  best 
recreation  may  consist  in  a  simple  change  of 
work.  Behold  the  arduous  toil  of  the  city 
lawyer,  or  banker,  as  on  a  holiday  tour  he 
climbs  a  peak  of  the  Alps  or  the  Adirondacks, 
or  wades  the  chilly  streams  of  Scotland  or 
Canada  a  salmon  rod  in  his  hands.  Why 
does  he  undergo  fatigues  so  severe?  Partly 
because  they  are  freely  chosen,  partly  because 
they  are  fatigues  of  an  unwonted  and  there- 
fore refreshing  kind.  So  in  the  field  before 
us  to-day.  Truth  is  not  only  stranger  than 
fiction,  it  is  more  fascinating  when  once  its 
charms  are  recognized  and  entertained.  Our 
public  schools  throughout  the  land  prove 
that  a  true  story  of  exploration,  of  invention 
or  discovery,  of  heroism  or  adventure,  has 
only  to  be  well  told  to  rivet  a  boy's  atten- 
tion as  firmly  as  ever  did  Robinson  Crusoe 
or  Treasure  Island.  When  readers  take  up 
from  instinctive  appetite,  or  wise  incitement, 
the  best  books  about  flowers  or  birds,  min- 
erals or  trees,  an  art,  a  science,  a  research, 
they  come  to  joys  in  new  knowledge,  in 
judgments  informed  and  corrected,  unknown 
to  the  tipplers  and  topers  whose  staple  is  the 
novel,  good,  bad  and  indifferent.  And  why, 
if  we  can  help  it,  should  public  money  ever 
be  spent  for  aught  but  the  public  good? 

With  a  new  sense  of  what  is  implied  in  the 
trusteeship  of  literature,  if  we  endeavor  in 
the  future  to  ally  ourselves  with  the  wor- 
thiest critics  of  books,  we  must  bid  good-bye 
to  the  temporary  expedients  which  have 
cramped  and  burdened  our  initial  labors.  The 
work  of  the  appraisal  of  literature  requires  a 
home,  a  Central  Bureau,  with  a  permanent 
and  adequately  paid  staff  of  editors  and  as- 
sistants. The  training  of  such  a  staff  has  al- 
ready begun;  in  addition  to  the  experience 
acquired  by  those  enlisted  in  our  present  bib- 
liographical tasks,  instruction  is  now  given 
in  advanced  bibliography  at  the  New  York 
State  Library  School  at  Albany,  and  doubt- 
less also  at  other  library  schools.  And  at  the 
Central  Bureau,  which  we  are  bold  enough  to 
figure  to  ourselves,  much  more  should  be 
done  than  to  bring  books  to  the  balances.  At 
such  a  home,  in  New  York,  Washington,  or 
elsewhere,  every  other  task  should  proceed 


which  aims  at  furthering  the  good  that  litera- 
ture can  do  all  the  people.  There  might  be 
conducted  the  co-operative  cataloging  now 
fast  taking  form;  there  should  be  extended 
the  series  of  useful  tracts  begun  by  that  of 
Dr.  G.  E.  Wire  on  "How  to  start  a  library," 
by  Mr.  F.  A  Hutchins  on  "Travelling  libra- 
ries." At  such  a  center  should  be  exhibited 
everything  to  inform  the  founder  of  a  public 
library;  everything  to  direct  the  legislator 
who  would  create  a  library  commission  on 
the  soundest  lines  or  recast  library  laws  in 
the  light  of  national  experience;  there,  more- 
over, should  be  gathered  eversrthing  to  arouse 
and  instruct  the  librarian  who  would  bring 
his  methods  to  the  highest  plane.  Thence,  too, 
should  go  forth  the  speakers  and  organizers 
intent  upon  awakening  torpid  communities  to 
a  sense  of  what  they  miss  so  long  as  they 
stand  outside  our  ranks,  or  lag  at  the  rear  of 
our  movement.  In  the  fulness  of  time  such 
a  bureau  might  copy  the  Franklin  Society,  of 
Paris,  and  call  into  existence  a  needed  book, 
to  find  within  this  Association  a  sale  which, 
though  small,  would  be  adequate,  because  free 
from  the  advertising  taxes  of  ordinary  pub- 
lishing. To  found  and  endow  such  a  bureau 
would  undoubtedly  cost  a  great  deal,  and  where 
is  the  money  to  come  from?  We  may,  I 
think,  expect  it  from  the  sources  which  have 
given  us  thousands  of  public  libraries,  great 
and  small.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  our 
friends,  whether  their  surpluses  be  large  or 
little.  When  a  gift  can  be  accompanied  by 
personal  aid  and  counsel,  it  comes  enriched. 
It  is  much  when  a  goodly  gift  provides  a  city 
with  a  library,  it  would  be  yet  more  if  the 
donation  were  to  establish  and  maintain  an 
agency  to  lift  libraries  everywhere  to  the 
highest  efficiency  possible,  to  give  literature 
for  the  first  time  its  fullest  acceptance,  its  ut- 
most fruitage. 

In  a  retrospective  glance  at  nineteenth  cen- 
tury science.  Professor  Haeckel  has  said  that 
the  hundred  years  before  us  are  not  likely  to 
witness  such  victories  as  those  which  have 
signalized  the  era  just  at  an  end.  Assume  for 
a  moment  that  his  forecast  is  sound,  and  that 
it  applies  beyond  the  immediate  bounds  of  sci- 
ence, what  does  it  mean  for  librarianship?  It 
simply  reinforces  what  in  any  case  is  clear, 
namely,  that  it  is  high  time  that  the  truth  and 
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beauty  of  literature  known  to  the  few  made 
its  way  to  all  the  people,  for  their  enlighten- 
ment, consolation  and  delight.  If  the  fu- 
ture battles  of  science  are  to  be  waged  less 
strenuously  than  of  yore,  if  scholarship  has 
measurably  exhausted  its  richest  mines,  let  us 
give  the  broadest  diffusion  to  the  fruits  of 
their  triumphs  past.  In  thus  diffusing  the 
leaven  of  culture  the  public  library  should 
take  a  leading,  not  a  subordinate  part.  Its 
treasure  is  vaster  and  more  precious  than 
ever  before.     The   world's  literature  grows 


much  like  the  world's  stock  of  gold,  every 
year's  winning  is  added  to  the  mass  already 
heaped  together  at  the  year's  first  day.  In  the 
instruction,  entertainment  and  inspiration  of 
every  man  and  woman  there  is  a  three- fold 
ministry,  that  of  art,  of  science,  and  of  let- 
ters. Because  letters  bring  to  public  apprecia- 
tion, to  popular  sympathy,  both  art  and  sci- 
ence, and  this  in  addition  to  their  own  price- 
less argosies,  may  we  not  say  that  of  art, 
science  and  letters,  the  greatest  of  these  is 
letters  ? 


THE  TRUSTEESHIP  OF  LITERATURE —II. 
By  Richard  T.  Ely,  Director  School  of  Economics,  University  of  Wisconsin. 


T  T  is  my  purpose  to  speak  plainly  and,  if  pos- 
sible, forcibly,  concerning  what  seems  to 
me  a  grave  menace  to  the  progress  of  science, 
but  in  all  that  I  shall  say,  I  would  have  it 
understood  that  I  have  only  the  friendliest 
feelings  personally  for  the  gentleman  who  has 
brought  forward  what  seem  to  me  dangerous 
proposals.  I  appreciate  his  zeal  for  progress 
and  his  self-sacrificing  efforts  for  human  ad- 
vancement in  various  directions,  but  I  think 
that  in  this  particular  case  —  namely,  the 
evaluation  of  literature,  or  the  establishment 
of  a  judicature  of  letters,  my  friend  is  work- 
ing against  his  own  ideals. 

I  admit  freely  that  the  readers  in  our  public 
libraries  very  generally  need  help  in  the  se- 
lection of  books,  and  that  great  assistance 
may  be  rendered  them  by  judicious  advice. 
Much  time  is  wasted  by  those  who  read  sci- 
entific and  serious  works  which  do  not  pre- 
sent the  results  of  recent  investigations:  fur- 
thermore, as  another  consequence  effort  is 
misdirected  and  instead  of  producing  bene- 
ficial results  may  do  positive  damage.  The 
question  may  be  asked:  "Shall  I  read  Adam 
Smith's  'Wealth  of  nations?'  I  hear  it  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  great  works  in  the  world's 
history."  Probably  many  a  librarian  has  had 
this  precise  question  asked  him.  In  giving 
an  affirmative  answer  it  will  be  most  helpful 
to  offer  a  few  words  explaining  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  appeared  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  its  relation  to 


the  subsequent  development  of  economic 
schools  and  tendencies.  Doubtless  this  work 
is  frequently  perused  as  if  it  were  fresh  from 
the  press  and  were  to  be  judged  as  a  work 
appearing  in  IQOI. 

I  further  admit  the  harm  which  has  come 
to  individuals  from  the  study  of  the  so-called 
''crank"  literature  in  economics  and  sociology, 
as  well  as  in  other  branches  of  learning. 
Doubtless  many  a  man  is  working  vigorously 
in  a  wrong  way  and  attempting  to  force  so- 
ciety into  false  channels  who  might  be  doing 
a  good  work  had  his  reading  been  well  di- 
rected in  a  formative  period. 

But  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved 
in  the  proposal  which  greets  us  requires  cau- 
tion and  conservatism  in  action.  We  must 
take  a  long,  not  a  short,  view  of  the  matter, 
inquiring  into  remote  and  permanent  results. 

It  is  proposed,  as  I  understand  it,  to  have 
so-called  expert  opinions  expressed  concem- 
ings  books,  new  and  old ;  to  secure  as  precise 
and  definite  estimates  of  their  value  as  pos- 
sible, and  then  by  means  of  printed  guides, 
and  even  card  catalogs,  to  bring  these  opinions 
and  evaluations  before  the  readers  in  our 
libraries.  « 

Let  us  reflect  for  a  moment  on  what  this 
implies.  It  means,  first  of  all  a  judicial  body 
of  men  from  whom  these  estimates  are  to 
proceed.  Have  we  such  a  body?  Is  it  in  the 
nature  of  things  possible  that  we  should  have 
such  a  body?    I  say  that  so  far  as  contem- 
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porary  literature  is  concerned,  the  history  of 
knowledge  gives  us  a  positive  and  conclusive 
negative  answer  —  a  most  emphatic  ''No." 
Let  anyone  who  knows  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  under  which  reviews  are  prepared 
and  published  reflect  on  what  the  attempt  to 
secure  this  evaluation  of  literature  implies. 
Many  of  us  know  a  great  deal  about  these 
circumstances  and  conditions.  We  have  writ- 
ten reviews,  we  have  asked  others  to  write 
reviews,  and  we  have  for  years  been  in  con- 
tact with  a  host  of  reviewers.  We  may  in 
this  connection  first  direct  out  attention  to  the 
general  character  of  the  periodicals  from 
which  quotations  are  frequently  made  in  the 
evaluation  of  literature.  I  say  nothing  about 
my  own  view,  but  I  simply  express  an  opinion 
of  many  men  whose  judgment  should  have 
great  weight  when  I  say  that  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  of  these  periodicals  has  been  marked 
by  a  narrow  policy,  having  severe  tests  of 
orthodoxy  along  economic,  social  and  politi- 
cal lines,  and  displaying  a  bitterness  and  vin- 
dictiveness  reaching  beyond  the  gjrave.  I 
mention  no  names,  and  the  opinion  may  or 
may  not  be  a  just  one;  but  it  should  be  care- 
fully weighed  whether  or  not,  or  to  what  ex- 
tent, the  evaluations  of  such  a  periodical  ought 
to  be  crystallized  as  it  were:  that  is,  taken 
from  the  periodical  press  and  made  part  of  a 
working  library  apparatus,  to  last  for  years. 

Another  periodical,  an  able  magazine,  which 
makes  much  of  reviews  is  under  the  control  of 
a  strong  body  of  men,  but  they  stand  for 
scarcely  more  than  one  line  of  thought  among 
many  lines.  And  sometimes  very  sharp  and 
very  hard  things  are  said  about  those  who 
believe  that  scientific  truth  is  moving  along 
one  of  these  other  lines.  Indeed,  the  dis- 
creet person,  knowing  personally  the  reviewer 
and  the  reviewed,  will  not  be  convinced  that 
there  is  always  in  the  reviews,  here  as  else- 
where, an  absence  of  personal  animosity.  Let 
us  for  a  moment  reflect  on  this  personal  ele- 
ment in  reviews,  as  it  has  surely  fallen  under 
the  notice  of  every  man  with  wide  experience 
in  these  matters.  As  a  rule,  the  reviewers  are 
comparatively  young  and  inexperienced  men, 
frequently  zealous  for  some  sect  or  faction. 
Sometimes  great  leaders  of  thought  write  re- 
views, but  generally  they  are  unable  to  find 
the  time  to  do  so.    As  a  result  in  our  reviews 


in  the  best  periodicals  it  will  frequently  be 
found  that  an  inferior  is  passing  judgment 
on  a  superior,  and  furthermore,  reviewers 
share  in  our  common  human  nature,  and  the 
amount  of  personal  bias  and  even  at  times 
personal  malignity  found  in  reviews  and  esti- 
mates of  books  is  something  sad  to  contem- 
plate. An  unsuccessful  candidate  for  a  posi- 
tion held  by  an  author  has  been  known  to 
initiate  a  scandalous  and  altogether  malicious 
attack  in  a  review. 

In  the  next  place,  I  would  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  absence  of  objective  standards. 
Necessarily  are  the  standards  personal  and 
subjective;  particularly  and  above  all  in  eco- 
nomics, but  in  high  degree  in  sociology,  ethics 
and  philosophy  in  general,  and  religion.  Bio- 
logical reviews  have  displayed  in  marked  de- 
gree the  subjective  personal  element.  Chem- 
istry, physics,  astronomy  and  mathematics 
probably  are  best  of  all  fitted  for  evaluations 
free  from  personal  bias. 

It  may  be  asked  what  damage  will  result 
from  evaluation.  Passing  over  grave  injus- 
tice to  individuals,  we  observe  that  they  must 
lead  to  the  formation  of  what  Bagehot  aptly 
called  a  crust,  preventing  the  free  development 
of  science.  We  have  been  laboring  for  years 
to  obtain  scientific  freedom,  freedom  in  teach- 
ing, freedom  in  learning,  freedom  in  expres- 
sion. For  this  end  many  a  battle  has  been 
fought  by  noble  leaders  of  thought.  Indeed, 
every  new  movement  of  thought  has  to  strug- 
gle to  make  itself  felt,  and  to  struggle  pre- 
cisely against  those  who  control  the  most  re- 
spectable avenues  of  publication;  against  the 
very  ones  who  would  be  selected  to  give  ex- 
pert opinions  and  make  evaluations  of  litera- 
ture. Call  to  mind  the  opposition  to  Darwin 
and  Huxley  —  although  they  were  especially 
and  particularly  fortunate  in  early  gaining  the 
adherence  of  scientific  men  —  also  the  opposi- 
tion to  Adam  Smith,  Malthus,  Ricardo  and 
John  Stuart  Mill  —  and  to  the  last  named, 
even  now,  some  would  on  a  scale  of  100  give 
an  evaluation  perhaps  of  50,  others  of  65  — 
still  others  80  and  90.  Recently  an  economic 
book  appeared  of  which  one  widely  quoted 
periodical  said  that  it  illustrated  a  reducHo 
ad  absurdum  of  false  tendencies,  while  an- 
other expert  opinion  inclined  to  place  it  among 
the  great  works  of  the  age.    It  would  seem 
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to  me  that  if  we  are  to  have  fonnal  evalua- 
tions, they  should  at  least  be  restricted  to 
works  which  have  been  before  the  public  for 
a  period  of  fifty  years. 

Wc  have  in  this  proposal,  as  I  take  it,  an 
attack  on  liberty,  proceeding  from  one  who 
would  not  willingly  attack  it,  but  illustrating 
the  truth  of  the  saying  "Eternal  vigilance  is 
the  price  of  liberty."  It  is  proposed  to  pub- 
lish virtually  an  index  Hbrorum  prohibitorum 
and  an  index  expurgaiorius.  And  of  all 
efforts  ever  conceived  along  this  line,  this  is 
precisely  the  worst  because  of  its  apparently 
impersonal  character.  Let  the  ordinary  read- 
er go  to  a  guide  and  find  a  book  described 
as  unscientific  and  superficial,  and  what  weight 
can  it  have  for  him.  The  authority  has  spok- 
en. It  is  well  enough  for  librarians  person- 
ally to  guide  and  direct  their  constituencies, 
and  one  review  may  be  weighed  agauist  an- 
other review.    The  old  methods  even  must  be 


used  by  librarians  cautiously,  and  they  are 
ample  for  the  purpose  to  be  attained.  The 
great  point  is  that  there  should  be  a  fhJd  cur- 
rent of  opinion,  and  every  facility  for  a  re- 
vision of  judgment  should  be  maintained. 
Reviewers  themselves  change  their  views.  I, 
mjrself,  remember  reviews  which  I  wrote  of 
works  by  two  distinguished  American  authors, 
which  I  now  regret,  as  my  estimates  were,  I 
believe,  not  altogether  sound  and  did  an  injus- 
tice to  the  authors,  namely  John  Fiske  and 
Lester  F.  Ward.  But  after  all,  I  suppose  no 
special  harm  was  done,  but  if  extracts  from 
these  reviews  had  been  made  part  of  a  sys- 
tem of  evaluation  it  would  have  been  dif- 
ferent 

Librarians  as  librarians  must  watch  with 
impartiality  the  struggles  among  tendencies 
and  schools  of  thought,  and  above  all  things, 
endeavor  to  keep  open  a  free  way  for  new 
truth. 


BOOK  COPYRIGHT. 


By  Thorvald  Solberg^  Register  of  Copyright,  Washington,  D,  C. 


T  N  order  to  keep  within  the  time  limit  pro- 
vided in  the  program  I  have  been  obliged 
to  refrain  from  even  touching  upon  many 
points,  but  have  endeavored  to  present  cer- 
tain general  principles  governing  copyright 
in  books.  1  shall,  therefore,  only  attempt  to 
make  clear,  as  briefly  as  possible : 

1.  What  is  copyrighted,  i.e.,  what  can  prop- 
erly be  designated  as  a  "book"  in  order  to  se- 
cure copyright  protection  thereon; 

2.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  protection  se- 
cured under  the  copyright  law ; 

3.  The  limitation  in  time  during  which  the 
protection  applies,  and  its  territorial  limita- 
tions ; 

4.  Who  may  obtain  protection  —  the  differ- 
rnce  between  an  "author"  and  a  "proprietor" ; 

5.  International  copyright ; 

6.  What  conditions  and  formalities  are  re- 
quired to  be  complied  with  in  order  to  secure 
copyright ; 

7.  The  functions  of  the  Copyright  Office; 
and 

8.  Possible  copyright  law  amendment. 


I.  What  is  copyrighted f 

The  copyright  statutes  enumerate  the  ar- 
ticles or  classes  of  articles  subject-matter  of 
copyright,  and  first  in  the  list  stands  "book." 
The  first  consideration  is,  therefore.  What  is 
to  be  understood  by  the  term  "book"  as  thus 
used?  or,  in  other  words.  What  is  a  "book," 
as  that  designation  is  employed  in  the  copy- 
right law? 

The  answer  is  indicated  in  the  provision  of 
the  federal  constitution  upon  which  our  copy- 
right legislation  is  founded.  This  paragraph 
of  the  constitution  (section  8  of  article  i) 
grants  to  Congress  —  "in  order  to  promote 
the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts"  — 
the  right  to  enact  laws  to  secure  "to  authors 
.  .  .  the  exclusive  right  to  their  .  .  .  writ- 
ings .  .  ."  This  provision  is,  of  course,  to 
be  broadly  interpreted,  but,  using  the  exact 
wording  of  the  law,  it  is  the  writing  of  an  au- 
thor —  his  literary  composition  —  the  prose  or 
poetical  expression  of  his  thought  —  which 
makes  his  "book,"  as  the  term  is  used  in  the 
copyright  law.    In  order  to  be  a  "book,"  sub- 
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ject  to  protection  under  the  copyright  law, 
the  author's  production  must  have  this  liter- 
ary characteristic  The  quality  of  the  literary 
ingredient  is  not  tested,  but  its  presence  is 
requisite.  Hence  not  everything  which  may 
ordinarily  be  called  a  book  is  fitly  so  nom- 
inated, in  order  to  indicate  the  subject-matter 
of  copyright ;  while  some  productions  not  or- 
dinarily designated  as  "books"  may  properly 
be  thus  classified  in  order  to  be  registered  as 
a  preliminary  to  copyright  protection. 

That  an  article  possesses  the  corporeal 
characteristics  of  a  book  is  of  little  conse- 
quence. The  literary  substance,  not  the  ma- 
terial form,  primarily  determines  the  matter. 
An  article  contributed  to  a  newspaper  or  a 
periodical  ^— although  but  a  few  paragraphs 
in  length  —  is  a  "book"  under  the  copyright 
law,  while  a  bookkeeper's  ledger,  to  all  out- 
ward appearance  answering  the  description, 
is  not  a  "book"  so  far  as  registering  its  title 
to  secure  copyright  is  concerned.  A  calendar 
whose  main  features  are  literary  may  doubt- 
less be  properly  registered  as  a  "book,"  but  a 
pack  of  playing  cards  with  pictures  on  the 
backs,  even  though  each  card  may  be  fur- 
nished with  a  linen  guard  and  all  bound  up, 
w^ith  a  plausible  title-page,  so  as  to  resemble 
a  book,  is  not  a  "book"  in  the  meaning  of  the 
copyright  law. 

Orderly  arranged  information  produced  in 
a  form  which  would  commonly  be  termed  a 
chart  cannot  be  registered  under  that  desig- 
nation which  in  the  copyright  law  is  applic- 
able only  to  a  chartog^raphical  work,  but  may 
properly  be  called  a  "book" ;  while  a  so-called 
book  of  coupons,  or  railway  tickets,  or  of 
blank  forms,  cannot  be  thus  entitled. 

In  brief,  it  should  be  a  book  in  the  ordin- 
ary understanding  of  a  work  of  literature  or 
art,  and  may  not  include  a  production  whose 
main  feature  is  some  original  idea,  however 
ingenious  or  fanciful  its  form  may  be,  or  is 
of  the  character  of  something  invented.  Inven- 
tion must  look  for  protection  to  the  patent  law. 

2.     The  nature  of  the  protection  secured. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  protection  se- 
cured? Copy- right,  i.  e.,  the  right  of  copy  — 
the  right  to  make  copies.  According  to  the 
words  of  our  own  statute,  the  author  of  a 
book  "shall  have  the  sole  liberty  of  printing, 
reprinting,    publishing,    completing,    cop3nng, 


executing,  finishing  and  vending  the  same." 
The  exclusive  liberty  of  reproducing  his  work, 
and  the  restriction  of  the  liberty  of  every  one 
except  the  author  to  multiply  copies  consti- 
tute the  literary  property.  It  is  a  much-dis- 
cussed question  whether  the  author's  privi- 
lege of  copyright  is  a  natural  right  or  was 
created  by  legislation.  Granting  the  produc- 
tion a  proper  one,  it  would  seem  that  the  au- 
thor of  a  literary  creation  has  a  natural  right 
to  the  unrestricted  use  and  enjoyment  of  it. 
As  Professor  Langdell  recently  put  it:  "he 
has  the  right  of  use  and  enjoyment,  because 
he  can  exercise  such  right  without  commit- 
ting any  wrong  against  any  other  person,  and 
because  no  other  person  can  prevent  his  ex- 
ercising such  right  without  committing  a 
wrong,  against  him."  The  author*s  creation 
is  his  own,  and  he  has  a  natural  right  to  the 
use  of  it  without  interference.  The  state  does 
not  create  this  right,  but  recognizes  it  and 
protects  it.  Protection  is  secured  by  restrict- 
ing the  liberty  of  other  people  in  the  use  of  the 
author's  creation.  Just  how  far  this  restric- 
tion should  go  is  still  a  moot  question.  The 
law  says,  however,  that  you  may  not  repro- 
duce in  whole  or  in  part  an  author's  book 
without  his  written  consent,  signed  in  the 
presence  of  two  witnesses.  It  does  not  say 
that  you  may  not  read  the  book,  nor  are  you 
forbidden  to  read  it  in  public,  even  for  profit, 
although  in  the  case  of  musical  and  dramatic 
compositions  public  performance  or  represen- 
tation for  profit  without  the  author's  special 
—  not  implied  —  consent  is  not  only  directly 
prohibited,  but  is  punishable  by  imprisonment. 
The  International  Publishers'  Congress,  which 
met  in  Paris  in  June,  1896,  passed  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  the  reproduction  of  a 
literary  work  by  means  of  public  readings, 
in  case  such  readings  were  held  for  purposes 
of  profit,  ought  not  to  be  permitted  without 
the  consent  of  the  copyright  proprietor.  By 
the  Act  of  March  3,  1891,  the  exclusive  right 
to  translate  or  dramatize  his  book  is  reserved 
to  the  author.  In  this  unrestricted  and  un- 
limited exclusive  right  of  translation  and 
dramatization  our  law  has  exceeded  the  usual 
trend  of  legislation  in  regard  to  the  author's 
control  over  his  work  in  these  directions. 
Foreign  legislation  usually  only  reserves  to 
the  author  the  exclusive  right  to  translate  or 
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dramatize  for  a  limited  fixed  period  of  time, 
and  if  he  has  not  himself  produced  a  trans- 
lation or  dramatization  within  that  period,  an- 
other person  may. 

It  has  occasionally  been  intimated  that  the 
efforts  made  by  the  public  libraries  to  secure 
the  constant  circulation  of  the  same  book  is  a 
trespass  upon  the  rights  of  the  author,  as  he 
is  presumably  thus  subjected  to  the  loss  of 
readers  who  would  otherwise  also  become 
purchasers  of  his  book.  A  case  has  just  been 
decided  to  test  an  author's  right  to  object  to 
having  copies  of  his  own  copyright  editions 
of  his  books  sold  in  a  manner  not  indicated 
by  himself  as  volumes  of  a  so-called  collected 
edition  of  his  works.  The  decision,  on  first 
hearing,  was  adverse  to  the  author's  conten- 
tion. 

It  is  the  literary  expression  of  the  author's 
thoughts  and  ideas  which  is  the  subject-mat- 
ter of  the  protection,  and  not  primarily  the 
thoughts  and  ideas  themselves.  These  last 
may  or  may  not  be  original  with  the  author, 
but  once  he  has  made  public  a  thought  or  an 
idea  he  has  given  it  away;  he  cannot  control 
its  use  or  application.  The  author  of  a  trans- 
lation of  a  book  —  the  original  work  being 
in  the  public  domain  —  may  obtain  a  copy- 
right upon  his  own  translation,  but  doing  so 
will  not  debar  another  from  producing  an 
original  translation  of  his  own  of  the  same 
work  and  obtaining  copyright  registration  for 
the  same. 

Copyright  does  not  give  to  any  one  monop- 
oly in  the  use  of  the  title  of  a  book,  nor  can  a 
title  per  se  be  subject-matter  of  copyright. 
It  is  the  book  itself,  the  literary  substance 
which  is  protected,  the  title  being  recorded 
for  the  identification  of  the  work. 

3.  Time  and  territorial  limitations  of  copy- 
right. 

A  few  countries  still  grant  copyright  in  per- 
petuity, but  usually  the  term  of  protection  is 
limited  either  to  a  certain  number  of  years, 
or  to  a  term  of  years  beyond  the  date  of  the 
author's  death.  This  last  provision  is  the 
more  general,  and  the  term  varies  from  seven 
years  after  the  author's  death  in  England,  for 
instance,  to  eighty  years  after  the  author's 
death  in  Spain.  The  two  most  common 
terms  are  thirty  years  to  fifty  years  beyond 
the  life  of  the  author.     Our  own  legislation 


provides  for  two  possible  terms  of  protec- 
tion. The  first  being  for  twenty-eight  years 
from  the  date  of  the  recording  of  the  title  in 
the  Copyright  Ofiice,  and  the  second,  an  ex- 
tension of  fourteen  years  from  the  expiration 
of  the  first  term. 

Besides  the  time  limit,  copyright  —  espe- 
cially as  far  as  the  authors  of  the  United 
States  are  concerned  —  is  limited  territorially, 
not  extending  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States.  Whether  the  protection  which 
follows  registration  and  deposit  shall  extend 
so  as  to  include  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii  and  the 
Philippines  is  a  matter  of  some  question. 
Probably  as  regards  the  Philippines  the  an- 
swer would  be  in  the  negative,  but  as  con- 
cerns Porto  Rico,  since  the  passage  of  the 
"Act  temporarily  to  provide  revenue  and  a 
civil  government  for  Porto  Rico"  (April  12, 
1900)  and  Hawaii,  since  the  taking  effect 
(June  14,  1900)  of  the  "Act  to  provide  a  gov- 
ernment for  the  territory  of  Hawaii,"  the  re- 
sponse would  be  in  the  affirmative. 

The  obtaining  of  copyright  protection  by  a 
compliance  with  the  United  States  statutory 
requirements  as  to  registration  of  title,  de- 
posit of  copies,  and  printing  of  notice  of  copy- 
right, does  not  secure  extension  of  this  pro- 
tection in  the  territory  of  any  foreign  coun- 
try, the  United  States  not  being  a  member  of 
the  International  Copyright  Union.  An  Amer- 
ican author  must  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  copyright  laws  of  a  foreign 
country,  just  as  if  he  were  a  citizen  or  sub- 
ject of  that  country,  in  order  to  obtain  copy- 
right protection  within  its  borders.  Presum- 
ably, however,  the  obtaining  of  valid  copy- 
right protection  in  one  of  the  countries  of  the 
International  Copyright  Union,  England  for 
example,  would  secure  protection  throughout 
the  various  countries  of  that  Union. 

4.     IV ho  may  obtain  copyright. 

It  is  the  author  of  the  work  who  is  priv- 
ileged to  obtain  copyright  protection  for  it 
As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  the  constitu- 
tional provision  enacts  that  Congress  is  to  leg- 
islate to  secure  to  authors  the  exclusive  right 
to  their  writings.  When,  therefore,  the  law 
states  that  the  author  "or  proprietor"  of  any 
book  may  obtain  a  copyright  for  it,  the  term 
"proprietor"  must  be  construed  to  mean  the 
author's  assignee,  i.e.,  the  person  to  whom  he 
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has  legally  transferred  his  copyright  privi« 
lege.  It  is  not  necessarily  transferred  by  the 
sale  of  the  book,  i.e.,  the  manuscript  of  the 
author's  work,  as  the  purchase  alone  of  an  au- 
thor's manuscript  does  not  secure  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  manuscript  copyright  privileges. 
Prior  to  July  i,  1891,  no  foreign  author  coufd 
obtain  copyright  protection  in  the  United 
States,  hence  the  purchase  by  a  publisher  of 
one  of  Dickens's  novels  in  manuscript,  for 
example,  would  not  enable  the  buyer  to  ob- 
tain copyright  on  the  book  in  this  country. 
No  author  who  has  not  the  privilege  of  copy- 
right in  the  United  States  can  transfer  to  an- 
other either  a  copyright  or  the  right  to  obtain 
one.  He  cannot  sell  what  he  does  not  him- 
self possess.  Under  the  United  States  law 
copyright  comes  through  authorship  only.  It 
is  not  a  right  attaching  to  the  thing — the 
book  —  but  is  a  right  vested  in  the  creator 
of  the  literary  production,  hence  does  not 
pass  to  a  second  person  by  the  transference 
of  the  material  thing,  the  book,  and  evidence 
must  be  offered  showing  that  the  transference 
of  the  book  carried  with  it  the  author's  consent 
to  a  conveyance  of  the  privilege  of  copyright. 

This  same  principle  is  embodied  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  as  to  renewal  of  the  copy- 
right. The  second  term  of  protection  must 
also  start  with  the  author,  or  if  he  be  dead, 
with  his  natural  heirs,  his  widow  or  children, 
but  not  with  his  assigns,  the  "proprietors." 
The  right  to  the  extension  term  is  in  the  au- 
thor if  he  be  living  at  the  period  during 
which  registration  for  the  second  term  may 
take  place.,  viz.,  within  six  months  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  the  first  term  of  twenty- 
eight  years.  If  the  author  be  dead,  the  priv- 
ilege of  renewal  rests  with  his  widow  or  chil- 
dren. Whether  the  author  may  dispose  of  his 
right  of  renewal  so  that  the  transference  may 
be  effective  for  the  second  term,  even  though 
the  author  should  have  died  before  the  date 
of  the  beginning  of  that  term,  is  a  question 
upon  which  the  authorities  differ.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  statute  would  seem  to  give  to  the 
author  an  inchoate  right  which  reverts  to  his 
widow  or  children  should  he  be  married  and 
die  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  term  of 
the  copyright. 

5.    International  copyright. 

The  idea  of  nationality  or  citizenship  gov- 


erned our  copyright  legislation  for  more  than 
a  century,  from  the  earliest  American  copy- 
right statute  of  1783  to  July  i,  1891,  so  that 
until  the  latter  date  copyright  protection  in 
the  United  States  was  limited  to  the  works 
of  authors  who  were  citizens  or  residents.  By 
the  Act  of  March  3,  1891,  commonly  called 
the  international-copyright  law,  which  went 
into  effect  on  July  i  of  that  year,  the  privi- 
leges of  copyright  in  this  country  were  ex- 
tended to  the  productions  of  authors  who 
were  citizens  or  subjects  of  other  countries 
which  by  their  laws  permitted  American  cit- 
izens to  obtain  copyright  upon  substantially 
the  same  basis  as  their  own  subjects.  The 
existence  of  these  conditions  is  made  known 
by  presidential  proclamation,  and  up  to  this 
time  ten  such  proclamations  have  been  issued 
extending  copyright  in  the  United  States  to 
the  citizen  authors  of  Belgium,  Chile,  Costa 
Rica,  Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Great 
Britain  and  her  possessions  (including  India, 
Canada,  the  Australias,  etc.),  Italy,  Mexico^ 
the  Netherlands,  Portugal,  Spain  and  Switzer- 
land. The  privilege  of  copyright  in  the 
United  States  is  extended  only  to  authors  who 
are  subjects  of  some  country  in  whose  behalf 
a  presidential  proclamation  as  to  copyright 
has  been  issued. 

It  is  well  to  point  out,  perhaps,  that  these 
copyright  proclamations  are  not  equivalent  to 
copyright  treaties,  but  are  only  notices  that 
certain  conditions  exist.  Only  in  the  case  of 
one  country,  viz.,  Germany,  has  anjrthing  been 
entered  into  approaching  a  convention  or 
treaty.  Under  date  of  Jan.  15,  i8g2,  an 
"agreement"  was  signed  with  that  country  to 
issue  a  proclamation  extending  copyright  in 
the  United  States  to  German  subjects  upon 
an  assurance  that  "Citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  shall  enjoy,  in  the  German 
Empire,  the  protection  of  copyright  as  regards 
works  of  literature  and  art,  as  well  as  photo- 
graphs, against  illegal  reproduction,  on  the 
same  basis  on  which  such  protection  is  granted 
to  subjects  of  the  empire." 

In  order  to  obtain  copyright  abroad,  there- 
fore, an  American  citizen  must  ascertain  the 
requirements  of  the  law  of  each  country  in 
which  he  desires  to  protect  his  book  or  other 
production  and  comply  explicitly  with  such 
requirements.    He  can,  of  course,  only  avail 
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himself  of  the  legal  protection  accorded,  so 
far  as  it  is  within  his  power  to  thus  comply, 
and  therein  lies  the  difference  between  the 
privileges  secured  under  the  present  inter- 
national-copyright arrangements,  and  such  as 
would  be  obtainable  under  copyright  conven- 
tions or  treaties.  A  citizen  of  the  United 
States  may  find  himself  unable  to  meet  the 
obligations  or  conditions  of  the  statutes,  just 
as  a  foreign  author  may  find  it  practically  im- 
possible to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  United  States  law,  and  in  either  case 
there  would  be  a  failure  to  secure  the  protec- 
tion desired.  In  the  case  of  a  photograph,  for 
example,  the  English  law  requires  that  the 
"author"  of  the  photograph  must  be  a  British 
subject  or  actually  "resident  within  the  Do- 
minions of  the  Crown,"  and  the  United  States 
law  requires  that  the  two  copies  of  the  pho- 
tograph to  be  deposited  in  the  Copyright 
Office  "shall  be  printed  from  negatives  made 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,"  two 
sets  of  conditions  difficult  of  fulfilment.  By 
means  of  a  copyright  convention  exemption 
could  be  obtained  in  either  case  from  these 
onerous  conditions. 

6.  Conditions  and  formalities  required  by 
the  copyright  law. 

Two  steps  are  made  prerequisites  to  valid 
copyright  by  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the 
United  States.  The  first  of  these  is  the  re- 
cording of  the  title  in  the  Copyright  Office. 
For  this  purpose  the  statute  requires  the  de- 
posit of  "a  printed  copy"  of  the  title-page, 
"on  or  before  the  day  of  publication  in  this 
or  any  foreign  country."  For  a  number  of 
years  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Copyright 
Office  to  accept  a  typewritten  title  in  lieu  of 
the  printed  title-page,  but  in  this,  as  with  all 
other  requirements  of  the  law  regarding  copy- 
right, the  preferable  course  is  a  strict  com- 
pliance with  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of 
the  law. 

The  clerical  service  for  thus  recording  the 
title  requires  the  payment  of  a  fee,  which 
should  accompany  the  title-page  when  trans- 
mitted to  the  Copyright  Office.  The  fee  for 
this,  as  fixed  by  law,  is  50  cents  in  the  case 
of  the  title  of  a  book  whose  author  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  and  $1  in  the  case 
of  a  book  whose  author  is  not  an  American 
but  is  a  citizen  or  subject  of  some  country  to 


whose  citizens  the  privilege  of  oopyrigfat  in 
the  United  States  has  been  extend^  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  March  3, 1891.  If  a 
copy  of  the  record  thus  made  of  the  title  (com- 
monly called  a  certificate)  is  desired,  an  addi- 
tional fee  of  50  cents  is  required  in  all  cases. 

In  order  to  have  this  essential  record  of 
title  properly  made,  in  the  ionn  exactly  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute,  it  is  necessary  to  fur- 
nish the  Copyright  Office  with  certain  infor- 
mation, namely: 

a.  The  name  of  the  claimant  of  the  copy- 
right (This  should  be  the  real  name  of  the 
person,  not  a  nom  de  plume  or  pseudonym.) 
b.  Whether  copyright  is  claimed  by  applicant 
as  the  "author"  or  the  "proprietor"  of  the 
book,  c.  The  nationality  or  citizenship  of  the 
author  of  the  book.  (This  is  required  to  de- 
termine whether  the  book  is  by  an  author 
who  is  privileged  to  copyright  protection  in 
this  country,  and,  also,  the  amount  of  the  fee 
to  be  charged  for  recording  the  title,)  d. 
The  application  should  state  that  the  title- 
page  is  the  title  of  a  "book."  e.  A  statement 
should  be  made  that  the  book  is  or  will  be 
"printed  from  type  set  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  Sutes." 

The  second  prerequisite  to  copyright  pro- 
tection is  the  deposit  in  the  Copyright  Office 
of  two  copies  of  the  book  whose  title-page  has 
been  recorded.  These  copies  must  be  printed 
from  "type  set  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
Slates,"  and  the  deposit  must  be  made  "not 
later  than  the  day  of  publication  thereof,  in 
this  or  any  foreign  country."  The  stipula- 
tion as  to  American  t3rpesetting  applies  to 
works  by  American  authors  as  well  as  to 
those  written  by  foreign  authors. 

The  statute  provides,  as  regards  both  the 
printed  title  and  the  printed  copies,  that  the 
articles  are  to  be  delivered  at  the  office  of 
the  Librarian  of  Congress,  or  "deposited  in 
the  mail,  within  the  United  States,  addressed 
to  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washington, 
D.  C."  Just  what  would  be  held  to  have  been 
secured  under  the  latter  provision  in  case  the 
deposit  in  the  mail  were  made  and  the  book 
failed  to  reach  the  Copyright  Office  has  not 
been  determined  by  judicial  decision.  The 
law  provides  for  the  giving  of  a  receipt  by  the 
postmaster  in  the  case  of  the  title  and  the 
copies,  if  such  receipt  is  requested. 
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The  third  step  required  for  obtaining  a  de- 
fendable  copyright  is  to  print  upon  the  title- 
page  or  the  page  immediately  following  it  in 
each  copy  of  the  book  the  statutory  notice 
of  copyright  The  form  of  this  notice  must 
be  either  "Entered  according  to  Act  of  G>n- 

gress,  in  the  year ,  by  A.  B.,  in  the  office 

of  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  at  Washing- 
ton ;"  or,  "Copyright,  19 ,  by  A.  B."    The 

name  printed  in  this  notice  must  be  the  real, 
legal  name  of  the  proprietor  of  the  copyright, 
ano  must  be  the  same  as  that  in  which  the 
entry  of  title  has  been  made;  the  date,  also, 
must  be  the  year  date  of  the  record  of  the 
filing  of  the  title-page.  A  judicial  decision 
is  on  record  to  the  effect  that  printing  the 
year  date  in  this  notice  one  year  later  than 
the  date  of  actual  recording  of  title  barred 
the  defence  of  the  copyright.  A  penalty  of 
$100  is  imposed  on  "every  person  who  shall 
insert  or  impress  such  notice,  or  words  of  the 
same  purport  in  or  upon  any  book  .  .  . 
whether  subject  to  copyright  or  otherwise, 
for  which  he  has  not  obtained  a  copyright." 

An  American  author  may  obtain  for  his  book 
copyright  protection  in  Great  Britain,  by  a 
compliance  with  the  official  instructions  as  to 
publication,  deposit  of  copies  and  registra- 
tion. The  protection,  under  English  law, 
dates  from  the  day  of  Urst  publication,  but 
such  first  publication  must  be  on  English  ter- 
ritory, and  registration  may  follow,  but  can- 
not precede  publication.  The  term  of  protec- 
tion in  the  United  States,  on  the  contrary, 
dates  from  the  day  of  registration  of  title  in 
our  Copyright  Office,  which  must  precede 
publication,  and  be  followed  by  deposit  of  cop- 
ies made  "not  later  than  the  day  of  publication 
thereof  in  this  or  any  foreign  country."  The 
point  to  guard,  therefore,  is  simultaneous 
publication  in  this  country  and  in  Great 
Britain.  Registration  in  England  is  a  second- 
ary matter.  As  stated  in  the  official  circulars 
of  instructions  issued  by  the  English  Copy- 
right Office,  "Copyright  is  created  by  the 
statute,  and  does  not  depend  upon  registra- 
tion, which  is  permissive  only,  and  not  com- 
pulsory, but  no  proprietor  of  copyright  in  any 
book  can  take  any  proceedings  in  respect  of 
any  infringement  of  his  copyright  unless  he 
has,  before  commencing  his  proceedings,  reg- 
istered his  book." 


Under  existing  legal  conditions,  in  order  to 
secure  valid  copyright  on  a  book  in  this  coun- 
try and  in  England,  the  following  steps  should 
l>e  taken,  and  in  the  order  stated,    i.  Record 
title  in  the  United  States  Copyright  Office. 
2.  Print  book  from  type  set  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States.    3.  Deposit  two  copies 
of  such  book  in  the  United  States  Copyright 
Office.    4.  Send  sufficient  copies  to  London  to 
a.  Place  copies  on  sale  and  take  such  usual 
steps  as  are  understood,  under  Eng- 
lish law,  to  constitute  "publication"  on 
a  prearranged  day,  on  which  same  day 
the  book  is  published  in  the  United 
States. 
h.  Deposit  copies :  one  copy  of  the  best  edi- 
tion at  the  British  Museum,  and  four 
copies  of  the  usual  edition  at  Station- 
ers' Hall  for  distribution  to  the  Bod- 
leian Library  at  Oxford,  the  Univer- 
sity Library  at  Cambridge,  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates  Library  at  Edinburgh, 
and   the   Trinity   College   Library  at 
Dublin, 
c.  Register  title  of  book  and  day  of  first 
publication  at  Stationers'  Hall,  London. 
7.    The  United  States  Copyright  OMce, 
One  frequently  hears  the  expressions  "has 
obtained  a  copyright,"  "issued  a  copyright," 
etc.,  giving  the  impression  that  copyrights  can 
be  granted   somewhat  after  the  manner  in 
which  the  Patent  Office  issues  letters-patent 
But  Congress  has  established  no  office  author- 
ized to  furnish  any  such  guarantee  of  literary 
property  as   is  done  in  the  case  of  patent 
monopoly.    The  Copyright  Office  is  purely  an 
office  of  record  and  simply  registers  claims 
to  copyright.    The  form  of  record  prescribed 
by  law  being  the  effect  that  A.  B.  "hath  de- 
posited the  title  of  a  book  the  right  whereof 
he  claims  as  author  or  proprietor  in  conform- 
ity with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  re- 
specting copyrights."     The  Copyright  Office 
has  no  authority  to  question  any  claim  as  to 
authorship  or  proprietorship,  nor  can  it  de- 
termine between  conflicting  claims,    it  regis- 
ters the  claim  presented  in  the  prescribed  form 
for  a  proper  subject  of  copyright  by  any  per- 
son legally  entitled  to  such  registration  with- 
out investigation  as  to  the  truthfulness  of  the 
representations,  and  would  be  obliged  to  re- 
cord, not  only  the  same  title  for  different 
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books,  but  the  same  title  for  the  same  work 
on  behalf  of  two  or  more  different  persons, 
even  against  the  protest  of  either  one,  were 
such  registrations  asked  for.  No  examina- 
tion is  therefore  made  when  a  title  reaches 
the  office  as  to  whether  the  same  or  a  similar 
title  has  been  used  before.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  the  title  per  se  is  not  subject  to  copy- 
right, and  no  one  can  secure  a  monopoly  of 
the  use  of  a  title  by  merely  having  it  recorded 
at  a  nominal  fee  at  the  Copyright  Office. 

If  any  one,  wishing  to  use  a  given  form  of 
title  but  desiring  to  avoid  possible  duplication 
of  one  previously  used,  writes  to  the  Copy- 
right Office  asking  whether  such  a  title  has 
already  been  recorded,  an  answer  is  made 
stating  what  is  disclosed  by  the  indexes  of  the 
office.  It  must  be  frankly  explained,  how- 
ever, that  an  absolutely  conclusive  statement 
as  to  whether  a  given  title  has  been  previously 
used  cannot  always  be  given.  The  copyright 
records  of  entries  of  title  previous  to  July  lo, 
1870,  are  but  indifferently  indexed  and  rarely 
by  title,  usually  only  under  names  of  proprie- 
tors of  the  copyright.  The  copyright  entries 
since  July  10,  1870,  to  May  31,  1901,  number 
1,217,075.  The  index  to  these  entries  consists 
of  more  than  600,000  cards,  many  of  which 
contain  a  number  of  entries.  These  cards  in- 
dex the  entries  primarily  under  the  names  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  copyright,  and  this  pro- 
prietor's index  is  understood  to  have  been 
kept  up  continuously  and  to  be  complete,  so 
that  under  the  name  of  each  copyright  pro- 
prietor there  is  a  card  or  cards  showing  the 
titles  of  all  articles  upon  which  copyright  is 
claimed.  In  addition  to  the  proprietor's  index 
there  are  cards  under  the  titles  of  periodicals 
and  under  the  leading  catchwords  of  the  titles 
of  other  articles,  besides  cards  under  the  au- 
thors' names  for  books.  Unhappily  th<rre  are 
periods  of  time  when  what  may  be  called  the 
subsidiary  index  cards  were  not  kept  up. 

In  addition  to  cards  under  the  proprietors' 
names,  cards  are  now  made :  for  hooks,  under 
the  names  of  their  authors;  for  anonymous 
books,  periodicals  and  dramatic  compositions, 
under  the  first  words  of  the  titles  (not  a,  an, 
or  the),  and  for  maps,  under  the  leading  sub- 
ject words  of  the  titles,  i.e.,  the  names  of  the 
localities  mapped.  It  is  doubtful  if  an  abso- 
lutely complete  index  of  all  copyright  entries 


by  the  title  of  the  book  and  other  article  — 
in  addition  to  the  cards  at  present  made — 
could  be  justified  by  even  a  possibly  legiti- 
mate use  of  such  an  index.  When  it  is  re- 
membered that  the  copyright  entries  last  year 
numbered  97,967,  the  magnitude  of  the  task 
of  making  several  cards  for  each  entry  is 
easily  conceived,  and  it  is  a  question  whether 
it  could  be  rightfully  imposed  upon  the  Copy- 
right Office  under  the  present  provisions  of 
the  law  and  so  long  as  the  registration  of  a 
title  does  not  secure  the  nse  of  that  title 
to  some  one  person  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
others. 

8.    Amendment  of  the  copyright  law. 

The  possible  amendment  of  the  copyright 
laws  is  a  subject  which  my  time  does  not  per- 
mit me  to  consider  in  detail,  even  were  that 
deemed  desirable.  The  law  now  in  force  con- 
sists of  the  Act  of  July  8,  1870,  as  edited  to 
become  title  60,  chapter  3  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  and  ten  amendatory  acts  pas.cf  d  sub- 
sequently. Naturally  there  is  lacking  the 
consistency  and  homogeneousness  of  a  single 
well-considered  copyright  statute.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  Congress  will  presently  be  willing  to 
take  under  consideration,  if  not  the  re-codifica- 
tion of  the  copyright  laws,  then,  at  least,  some 
amendment  of  them.  An  increase  in  the  pe- 
riod of  protection  has  frequently  been  urged, 
with  some  advocacy  of  perpetual  copyright. 
As  the  Federal  constitution,  however,  dis- 
tinctly provides  that  the  protection  granted 
the  writings  of  an  author  is  to  be  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  an  amendment  of  the  constitution 
would  be  necessary  before  Congress  could 
enact  perpetual  copyright,  and  such  alteration 
of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land  is  not 
probable. 

Much  might  be  said  for  an  increase  in  the 
period  of  protection.  It  is  for  a  shorter  term 
of  years  than  that  provided  by  most  modem 
copyright  legislation,  and  the  trend  of  such 
lawmaking  has  been  in  the  direction  of  an  in- 
crease in  the  length  of  time  during  which  the 
author  or  his  heirs  could  control  the  repro- 
duction of  his  work.  It  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  for  books  of  little  value  the  length 
of  the  term  of  protection  is  of  no  great  con- 
sequence. "Dead"  books  are  not  affected  by 
the  length  of  the  term  of  copyright.  In  the 
case  also  of  popular  new  books,  the  great  sales 
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and  consequent  disproportionate  remunera- 
tion comes  within  a  short  period  of  time  after 
publication,  and  are  not  likely  to  continue 
during  a  long  term  of  copyright.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  books  of  great  and  perma- 
nent value  not  un frequently  make  their  way 
slowly  into  popular  favor,  and  are  not  fully 
appreciated  until  many  years  after  publica- 
tion. For  such  books  —  the  results,  perhaps, 
of  long  years  of  study  and  labor  —  an  equit- 
able return  cannot  be  secured  except  by  a 
long  term  of  protection. 

Perhaps  the  most  urgently  desirable  for- 
ward step  in  respect  to  copyright  is  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  United  States  to  the  Berne  con- 
vention, thus  securing  the  inclusion  in  the  In- 
ternational Copyright  Union  of  our  country, 
the  leading  one  of  the  three  great  states  not 
yet  members  of  this  admirable  association  of 
nations.  Were  the  United  States  a  member 
of  the  Berne  Union  a  compliance  with  the 
statutory  provisions  of  our  own  laws  alone 
would  secure  copyright  protection  not  only 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  but 
practically  throughout  the  whole  book-read- 
ing world  —  Great  Britain,  all  Europe  (except 


temporarily  Russia,  Austria,  and  Scandi- 
navia), Canada  and  Australia,  India,  Japan 
and  South  Africa  —  thus  increasing  the  pos- 
sible reading  public  of  American  authors 
many  fold.  It  would  seem  that  considera- 
tions of  justice  to  our  large  and  constantly  in- 
creasing national  contingent  of  literary  and 
artistic  producers  requires  this  advance  of 
such  great  practical  importance.  It  is  the 
easier  of  accomplishment  because  it  involves 
the  adoption  of  no  new  principle,  but  only  the 
extension  of  the  principle  embodied  in  the 
Act  of  March  3,  1891,  namely,  reciprocal  in- 
ternational exchange  of  copyright  privileges, 
and  in  return  for  the  advantages  which  would 
accrue  to  our  own  citizens,  only  obligates  the 
extension  of  copyright  in  the  United  States  to 
the  subjects  of  such  countries  as  are  members 
of  the  Union.  Of  the  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Copyright  Union,  all  the  great  na- 
tions already  enjoy  copyright  in  the  United 
States,  and  it  would  only  remain  to  extend 
this  privilege  to  the  citizen  authors  of  the 
six  minor  states  that  are  members  of  the 
Union,  namely,  Hajrti,  Japan,  Luxembourg, 
Monaco,  Norway  and  Tunis. 


THE  RELATIONSHIP  OF  PUBLISHERS,  BOOKSELLERS  AND  LIBRARIANS. 

By  W.  Millard  Palmer,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich, 


TN  accepting  the  president's  suggestion  to 
give  "expression  of  the  business  side  of 
the  subject  rather  than  the  theoretical  or  sen- 
timental," I  wish  at  the  outset  to  recall  certain 
functions  performed  by  publishers,  book- 
sellers and  librarians,  and  to  acknowledge 
my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Nichols,  secre- 
tary of  the  American  Booksellers*  Associa- 
tion, for  material  along  this  line. 

Casual  observers  have  come  to  regard  pub- 
lishers as  bookmakers  or  manufacturers,  who 
merely  put  the  product  of  authors  into  mer- 
chantable form,  and  distribute  it  to  dealers, 
for  sale  to  the  reading  public.  If  this  were 
the  only  function  of  the  publisher,  his  task 
would  be  an  easy  one ;  indeed  we  might  soon 
expect  to  see  all  publishers  supplanted  by  one 
great  co-operative  factory,  to  which  authors 
tnight  take  their  manuscripts,  and  have  them 


transformed  into  books  and  distributed 
through  the  ordinary  channels  of  commerce, 
like  any  other  commodities.  Some  super- 
ficial observers  have  recently  made  bold  to 
conjecture  that  this  will  be  the  final  outcome 
of  the  present  troubled  state  of  the  general 
trade  of  publishing  and  selling  books.  But, 
alas!  the  actual  making  of  the  book — giving 
to  it  an  appropriate,  artistic  and  really  attrac- 
tive form — ^is  perhaps  the  least  of  the  publish- 
ers' trials,  though  this,  in  itself,  is  a  difficult 
task,  requiring  an  artistic  taste,  well  trained 
and  skilful  judgment,  and  much  technical 
knowledge. 

To  one  who  has  had  an  insight  into  the 
publishing  business,  the  enormous  mass  of 
manuscript  that  is  annually  submitted  to  each 
of  the  great  publishers  is  simply  appalling. 
They  are  compelled  to  employ  a  corps  o£ 
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"readers"  to  cull  out  that  which  is  worthy  of 
consideration  by  an  intelligent  and  skilled 
publisher.  Much  that  come  to  hand  has  been 
hastily  prepared  by  persons  who  lacked  the 
time,  experience  or  special  training  necessary 
to  enable  an  author  to  prepare  an  acceptable 
manuscript,  while  the  great  majority  of  young 
authors  have  really  no  message  to  tell  that  is 
worth  recording.  Here  comes  the  most  diffi- 
cult and  trying  task  of  the  successful  pub- 
lisher— the  selection  of  proper  material  for 
publication.  It  often  happens  that  a  rejected 
manuscript  contains  some  good  work — a  prom- 
ise of  something  better  to  come.  Then  the 
publisher  points  out  the  best  features  and  en- 
courages the  incipient  author  to  try  again. 

Thus  books  are  made,  not  after  a  given  pat- 
tern, like  certain  fabrics,  but  each  is  a  crea- 
tion in  itself.  The  responsibility  of  the  pub- 
lisher, for  the  character  of  the  creation,  is  by 
no  means  unimportant.  He  acts  as  arbiter  of 
the  standard  of  excellence  that  must  be  at- 
tained by  an  author  before  he  is  introduced  to 
the  public.  The  publishers'  criterion  is  simply 
a  question  of  cash.  "Will  the  public  buy  the 
book  and  pay  for  it?"  Nor  can  any  other 
standard  be  adopted  with  safety.  The  whole 
question  of  supply  must  always  depend  upon 
public  demand. 

But  the  publisher  is  not  infallible.  He 
often  makes  mistakes.  Between  him  and  the 
readers  is  the  dealer.  The  retail  bookseller 
stands  closest  to  the  reading  public  He  ac- 
quaints himself  with  the  essential  character  of 
the  new  book,  points  out  to  his  customer 
enough  of  interest  to  cause  him  to  glance 
through  it,  and  finally  sells  it  to  him ;  for  the 
intelligent  bookseller  knows  the  taste  and 
reading  habits  of  his  customers.  He  has  his 
leading  customers  in  mind  from  the  time  he 
orders  a  new  book  till  he  has  shown  it  and 
sold  it  to  them.  If  they  are  pleased  with  it, 
and  recommend  it  to  their  friends,  who  call 
at  the  store  for  it,  the  bookseller  re-orders  it, 
and,  if  he  is  so  fortunate  as  not  to  be  re- 
strained by  unfair  local  competition,  he  ad- 
vertises the  book  and  pushes  its  sale  with  en- 
ergy, so  long  as  interest  in  it  can  be  kept 
alive. 

Thus  the  retail  booksellers  in  every  city  and 
hamlet  throughout  the  country,  standing  close 
to  the  reading  public,  knowing  what  their  cus- 


tomers will  buy,  are  the  real  monitors  of  the 
publishers. 

When  the  publisher  considers  the  advisabil- 
ity of  bringing  out  a  new  book,  he  cannot 'un- 
dertake to  look  beyond  a  few  hundred  book- 
sellers. It  is  through  them,  and  only  through 
them,  that  he  has  learned  to  gauge  the  taste 
of  the  reading  public  The  paramount  ques- 
tion for  him  to  decide  is,  "How  many  copies 
of  this  particular  book  can  I  sell  to  dealer  A, 
dealer  B  and  dealer  C;  how  many  copies  of 
this  book  can  I  hope  with  certainty  to  sell  to 
all  of  my  customers  in  the  trade?"  The  pub- 
lisher well  knows  that  the  dealer  is  governed 
by  the  same  criterion  as  himself:  "Will  it 
pay;  will  this  book  be  a  ready  seller,  or  will 
it  cost  me  all  of  the  profit  I  make  on  it  to 
sell  it?" 

Thus  the  product  of  the  author  is  subject 
to  the  immutable  laws  of  supply  and  demand 
from  the  time  he  submits  his  first  immature 
manuscript  until  he  makes  two,  three,  four 
or  more  trials,  and  finally  has  a  manuscript 
accepted.  But  even  then  the  publishers  pre- 
pares only  a  small  edition  for  a  new  author, 
and  the  dealers  are  very  conservative  in  or- 
dering a  new  book— especially  by  an  unknown 
author.  The  conscientious  bookseller  awaits 
the  verdict  of  certain  patrons,  knowing  that, 
if  the  book  is  commended  by  one  whose  judg- 
ment is  respected  by  local  readers,  he  can 
safely  re-order  a  goodly  number. 

Thus  the  author  is  dependent  upon  the  pub- 
lisher for  the  standard  of  excellence  he  must 
attain  in  order  to  achieve  success;  the  pub- 
lisher is  dependent  upon  the  dealer,  not  only 
in  forming  his  judgement  of  the  character  of 
books  that  will  sell,  but  also  for  the  number 
that  he  may  safely  print;  while  the  dealer  is 
dependent  upon  his  best  and  most  critical  pa- 
trons. Hence  the  relation  of  author,  publisher 
and  dealer  is  so  close — indeed  they  are  so  mu- 
tually interdependent— that  one  factor  could  not 
be  removed  without  vitally  crippling  the  other. 

A  distinguished  librarian,  who  has  been  a 
pioneer  of  progress  in  the  library  movement, 
has  recently  suggested  the  propriety  of  abol- 
ishing book  stores  (see  Publishers'  Weekly, 
May  II,  'oi,  p.  1149)  and  allowing  public  li- 
brarians to  receive  orders  and  forward  them 
to  the  publishers.  If  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man did  not  have  in  view  visions  of  personal 
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gain  for  public  librarians,  he  should  have  car- 
ried his  philanthropic  suggestion  farther,  and 
proposed  to  abolish  both  booksellers  and  li- 
brarians, and  to  allow  the  public  to  procure 
their  books  directly  from  the  publishers,  thus 
saving  that  moiety  of  gain  that  would  be  made 
by  either  in  return  for  the  service  rendered. 
It  cannot  be  supposed  that  so  able  and  con- 
8cientious>an  administrative  officer  ever  con- 
templated maintaining  an  extra  corps  of  as- 
sistants, at  an  extra  expense  to  the  munici- 
pality or  to  those  liberal  benefactors  who  have 
endowed  public  libraries,  in  order  that  opu- 
lent citizens  may  still  further  indulge  their 
tastes  by  purchasing  larger  private  libraries, 
without  paying  the  small  commission  or  profit 
that  is  usually  allowed  to  retail  booksellers. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  this  proposal  was  made 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  libraries  main- 
tained by  taxing  the  municipality,  to  engage 
in  gainful  occupation,  this  is  carrying  the  so- 
cialistic idea  farther  than  even  our  populistic 
friends  have  ever  yet  proposed. 

However,  inasmuch  as  this  question  has 
been  raised,  we  are  bound  to  treat  it  from  an 
economic  point  of  view.  The  question  is, 
"Shall  the  bookseller  be  abolished  and  his  of- 
fice merged  into  that  of  the  librarian,  and  can 
the  librarian  perform  the  offices  of  the  book- 
seller?" 

No  one  has  ever  questioned  the  value  of 
the  public  library  from  the  burning  of  the 
Alexandrian  Library  to  the  present  day.  The 
value  of  a  library,  as  a  librarium,  or  store- 
house for  the  permanent  preservation  of 
books,  has  always  been  manifest. 

Again,  the  public  library  gives  a  larger  op- 
portunity and  a  wider  range  than  is  possible 
in  the  private  collection;  and  scholars,  his- 
torians and  students  of  all  classes  are  daily 
made  grateful  to  the  trained,  professional  li- 
brarian, who  has  so  classified  the  contents  of 
the  library  as  to  make  the  whole  available  at 
a  moment's  notice. 

Still  another  inestimable  feature  of  the  pub- 
lic library  is  that  it  maintains  a  public  read- 
ing room  for  children  as  well  as  adults. 

Finally,  the  library  furnishes  reading  at 
home  to  those  who  are  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  become  owners  of  books.  The  benefit  de- 
rived from  reading  of  this  character  is  often 
of  questionable  value.    The  habituS  of  the  cir- 


culating library  makes  his  selections  from 
misleading  or  sensational  titles.  Little  care  and 
less  intelligence  is  exercised  in  choosing  either 
title  or  author.  As  a  result  librarians  are  con- 
stantly complaining  that  only  the  trashiest 
and  most  worthless  books  are  read. 

The  circulating  department  of  the  public  li- 
brary is  now  supplemented  by  others  that  are 
conducted  for  cash  profit  These  have  sprung 
up  in  many  cities.  And  now  we  have  the 
"Book-Lovers'  Library,"  a  corporation  with 
capital  stock,  engaging  in  business  for  profit. 
It  has  the  advantage  of  certain  trust  features. 
It  proposes  to  organize  branches  in  all  of  the 
principal  cities  and  towns  in  the  country.  For 
five  dollars  a  year  it  proposes  to  supply  fifty 
dollars'  worth  of  reading  to  each  svbscriber. 
An  automobile  is  employed,  with  an  attendant 
to  deliver  the  books  to  subscribers  each  week 
and  take  up  those  that  have  been  read.  Hav- 
ing paid  five,  ten  or  more  dollars,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  the  subscriber  can  read 
from  morning  till  night,  while  the  new  books 
come  and  go  with  the  lightning  speed  of  the 
automobile. 

As  in  many  other  circulating  libraries,  new 
cop3rrighted  fiction  is  the  chief  staple  supplied 
by  the  "Book-Lovers'  Library^' — ^the  sweetest 
pabulum  automatically  administered. 

After  a  season  of  such  dissipation  call  in  a 
neurologist  to  diagnose  your  patient,  and  he 
will  advise  you  that  by  continuing  the  treat- 
ment the  mind  will  be  reduced  to  a  sieve,  if 
not  ultimately  to  absolute  imbecility.  Having 
abandoned  the  more  serious  literature  that 
calls  into  use  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  the 
reader  of  nothing  but  fiction  converts  what 
would  otherwise  be  a  healthful  recreation  into 
dissipation,  that  is  enervating  and  perma- 
nently debilitating  to  all  the  faculties  of  the 
mind,  when  carried  to  an  extreme.  Had  the 
reader  been  denied  the  use  of  this  automatic 
machine,  and  been  compelled,  as  formerly,  to 
browse  through  the  book  store  in  search  of 
something  to  read,  more  serious  books  would 
have  been  selected — history,  travel,  descrip- 
tive writing  or  popular  science,  with  an  oc- 
casional novel  by  way  of  recreation. 

But  to  continue  the  argument,  suppose  we 
abolish  the  bookseller,  as  has  been  proposed. 
This  would  not  be  a  difficult  matter.  Most 
of  them  would  gladly  be  "abolished"  if  they 
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could  sell  out  their  stock  for  anything  near 
what  it  cost  them.  Their  profits  have  been 
so  reduced  by  unfair  competition  that  they 
are  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  doing 
business.  They  have  been  compelled  to  carry 
side  lines,  as  stationery,  newspapers,  period- 
icals, sporting  goods,  bric-a-brac,  wall  paper, 
etc.,  in  order  to  make  a  living.  By  this  means 
they  have  learned  that  other  lines  of  merchan- 
dise yield  a  better  profit  than  books.  As  a 
result  most  of  them  have  greatly  reduced 
their  book  stock,  or  entirely  abandoned  the 
sale  of  books,  and  put  in  more  profitable  lines 
of  merchandise. 

The  causes  that  have  led  up  to  this  result 
are  manifold:     ist  They  were    strenuously 
urged,  and  they  finally  consented  to  allow 
discounts : 
.(a)  To  ministers  of  the  gospel,  since  they 

are  public  benefactors. 
{b)  To  school  teachers,  since  they  are  public 

educators  and  bene^ctors. 
(c)  To  public  libraries,  since  they  are  for  the 

most   part   eleemosynary   institutions,    and 

hence  entitled  to  charity. 

Indeed,  when  I  recount  the  charitable  ben- 
efactions that  have  been  exacted  and  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  retail  bookseller,  he  seems 
to  me  to  have  been  the  most  saintly  character 
that  has  lived  in  my  day  and  generation.  And 
right  here  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  these 
ministers,  these  teachers,  these  physicians, 
these  public  librarians  were  actually  receiving 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  public  stated  salaries 
that  exceeded  by  far  the  annual  net  profit  of 
the  average  bookseller. 

2d.  Having  secured  from  the  local  dealer 
a  discount  equal  to  the  best  part  of  his  profit, 
many  librarians  have  gone  behind  him  and  ap- 
pealed directly  to  the  publishers  for  a  larger 
discount.  This  has  been  granted  in  most 
cases,  so  that  most  librarians  have  recently 
been  receiving  as  large  a  discount  as  local 
dealers. 

3d.  Commission  agents  have  purchased 
complete  editions  of  popular-selling  books 
from  the  publishers,  and  re-sold  them  at  a 
slight  advance: 

(a)  To  dry-goods  stores,  where  they  have 
been  put  on  "bargain  counters"  and  sold  at 
less  than  cost,  to  attract  customers  to  their 
stores. 

(b)  To  publishers  of  local  newspapers,  who 


give  the  bodes  away  as  premiums  or  sell 

them  at  cost  prices,  to  increase  the  local 

circulation  of  their  papers, 
(c)  To  mail-order  agencies,  who    advertise 

the  books  at  less  than  they  are  usually  sold 

for  by  dealers. 

4th.  Many  publishers  have  been  advertising 
and  mailing  their  books  directly  to  retail  cus- 
tomers at  reduced  prices,  or  at  the  same  price 
they  recommended  local  dealers  to  ask  for 
them,  and  they  have  prepaid  the  postage,  thus 
competing  directly  with  their  distributing 
agents,  the  booksellers,  in  their  own  Held. 

5th.  Finally,  some  local  librarians,  who  a 
few  years  ago  were  appealing  to  local  book- 
sellers for  a  discount,  having  been  granted  the 
discount,  have  recently  been  supplying  books 
"at  cost  prices"  to  other  patrons  of  the  local 
booksellers.  Thus  our  friends,  the  librarians, 
having  inverted  the  good  old  practice  of  re- 
turning good  for  evil,  having  helped  to  rob 
the  local  bookseller  of  his  livelihood,  now 
propose  to  abolish  his  office. 

To  carry  the  proposition  to  its  conclusions, 
suppose  we  abolish  the  bookseller.  Can  the 
librarian  take  his  place  and  send  the  orders 
in  to  the  publishers  ?  If  so,  if  this  is  all  there 
is  to  the  bookselling  business,  why  should  the 
publisher  pay  a  commission  to  the  librarian 
for  doing  what  the  people  could  as  readily  do 
for  themselves?  But  a  general  business  can- 
not be  carried  on  in  this  way.  Publishers 
have  tried  it  for  years,  yet  only  comparatively 
few  people  are  willing  to  order  books  that 
they  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  examine, 
and  of  this  class  librarians  are  the  most  con- 
servative. They,  too,  want  to  know  what  they 
are  buying  before  they  place  their  orders. 
Hence,  this  postulate:  If  the  librarian  is  to 
succeed  the  bookseller,  he  must  become  a  mer- 
chant; he  must  order  stocks  of  books  and 
take  the  speculative  chance  of  selling  them. 
But  the  librarian  has  had  no  experience  or 
training  in  merchandising.  Can  he  afford  to 
hazard  his  own  capital  in  an  untried  field; 
can  he  induce  his  friends  to  supply  him  with 
capital  to  invest  in  a  business  of  which  he 
confessedly  has  no  knowledge?  It  would 
manifestly  be  a  perversion  of  the  funds  of  the 
institution  in  charge  of  the  librarian,  to  invest 
them  in  a  gainful  occupation. 

From  what  I  have  said,  it  must  be  apparent 
that  booksellers,  as  well  as  librarians,  have  a 
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province  of  their  own,  and  perform  a  service 
that  cannot  be  delegated  to  another.  And 
hence  it  is  desirable  that  we  live  and  dwell 
together  in  peace  and  amity. 

But  in  these  days  of  combinations,  reorgani- 
zations and  revolutions  in  the  conduct  of  busi- 
ness, the  publishers  have  looked  farther,  in 
their  quest  for  more  economical  purveying 
agents.  For  the  past  ten  years  they  have  been 
trying  to  induce  the  dry-goods  merchants  to 
carry  books.  But,  after  all  this  time,  not 
more  than  half  a  dozen  department  stores 
carry  fairly  representative  stocks  of  books. 
They  confine  themselves,  for  the  most  part,  to 
new  cop3rrighted  fiction,  and  of  this  they  han- 
dle only  that  which  is  widely  advertised. 

Of  late,  department  stores  and  dry-goods 
stores  have  met  severe  competition  in  clothing 
stores,  that  make  no  pretext  of  carrying  a 
book  stock.  They  simply  buy  an  edition  of  a 
popular-selling  book  and  advertise  it  for  less 
money  than  it  actually  cost.  They  do  this 
simply  as  an  advertising  dodge,  to  attract 
customers  to  their  stores.  Then,  too,  the 
mail-order  agencies  have  cut  the  price  of  the 
most  popular  books  so  low  that  it  is  no  longer 
profitable  to  handle  them.  The  result  of  this 
has  been  that  many  of  the  most  promising 
new  novels  have  been  killed  before  they  were 
^rly  put  on  the  market ;  for  as  soon  as  they 
ceased  to  be  profitable  no  one  could  afford  to 
re-order  them. 

The  e£Fect  of  this  recent  drift  of  the  trade 
has  been  to  stimulate  the  frothy  side  of  liter- 
ature to  an  extreme  degree.  The  more  se- 
rious literature  is  being  neglected.  The  latest 
novel  is  the  fad.  Its  average  life  is  reduced  to 
little  more  than  one  year,  though  the  copy- 
right lasts  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  with  a 
renewal  it  may  be  extended  to  forty-two 
years. 

This  shortening  of  the  life  of  books  has  had 
a  baneful  effect: 

(a)  Baneful  to  the  bookseller,  since  it  fre- 
quently leaves  him  with  a  dead  stock  of 
books  on  hand  that  cannot  be  turned  with- 
out loss. 
C&)  Baneful  to  the  publisher,  since  the  book 
stops  selling  and  the  plates  become  value- 
less before  he  has  had  time  fairly  to  recoup 
himself  for  the  expense  of  bringing  it  out, 
advertising  it,  and  putting  it  on  the  market. 
(r)  Baneful  to  the  author,  since  by  shorten- 


ing the  life  of  his  books  the  value  of  his 

property  in  them  is  reduced. 

But  perhaps  the  most  baneful  eflPect  of  this 
craze  for  ephemeral  literature  is  upon  the 
people  themselves.  As  the  standard  or  de- 
gree of  civilization  for  a  given  age  is  marked 
by  the  character  of  the  literature  the  people 
produce  and  read,  we  cannot  hope  for  a  gold- 
en age  in  American  letters,  unless  the  present 
system  is  reversed.  Work  of  real  merit  is 
never  done  by  accident,  nor  is  it  the  product 
of  mediocre  talents.  If  we  are  to  develop  a 
national  literature  that  shall  fitly  characterize 
the  sterling  qualities  of  the  American  people 
in  this,  the  full  strength  of  the  early  manhood 
of  the  nation ;  at  the  time  when  the  nation  has 
taken  its  place  in  the  vang^rd  of  civilization ; 
at  the  time  when  the  consumptive  power  of  the 
nation  is  equal  to  one-third  of  that  of  the  en- 
tire civilized  world;  at  the  time  when  men  of 
talents  and  genius  are  annually  earning  and 
expending,  for  their  comfort  and  pleasure, 
more  munificent  sums  than  were  ever  lavished 
on  the  most  opulent  princes ;  I  say,  if  we  are 
to  produce  a  literature  that  shall  fitly  charac- 
terize this  age  of  our  nation,  we  must  hold 
forth  such  rewards  for  the  pursuits  of  litera- 
ture as  will  attract  men  of  genius,  men  of  the 
most  lustrous  talents,  men  who  are  the  peers 
of  their  co-workers  in  other  walks  of  life. 
But  this  will  not  be  possible  so  long  as  the 
present  strife  to  furnish  cheap  literature  to  the 
people  continues. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  bookseller 
has  not  su£Fered  alone  in  this  cheapening  proc- 
ess. The  publisher  has  suffered.  Within 
the  past  few  months  two  names  that  for  half 
a  century  were  household  words,  synonyms 
of  all  that  is  excellent  in  the  publishing  world, 
have  met  with  disaster,  and  others  were  ap- 
proaching a  crisis. 

Fortunately  one  firm  stood  out  so  prom- 
inently, as  a  bulwark  of  financial  strength  and 
security,  that  its  president,  Mr.  Charles 
Scribner,  of  Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  could 
afford  to  take  the  initiative  in  calling  for  re- 
form. He  invited  the  co-operation  of  other 
publishers,  and  a  year  ago  this  month  they 
met  in  New  York  and  organized  the  American 
Publishers'  Association.  Their  organization 
now  includes  practically  all  of  the  general 
publishers  who  contribute  anything  of  real 
value  to  current  literature. 
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The  publishers  canvassed  thoroughly  the 
causes  that  had  led  to  the  decline  of  the 
trade,  and  they  appointed  a  committee  to  draft 
reform  measures. 

In  reviewing  the  decline  of  the  trade,  two 
facts  stood  out  so  prominently  that  it  was 
impossible  to  disassociate  them  as  cause  and 
effect  The  three  thousand  booksellers,  upon 
whom,  as  purveying  agents,  the  publishers  had 
depended  a  generation  ago,  had  shrunk  in 
number  until  only  about  five  hundred  could 
be  counted  who  were  worthy  to  be  called  book- 
sellers. The  other  fact,  which  doubtless  made 
quite  as  deep  an  impression  upon  the  minds 
of  the  publishers,  was  that  the  long  line  of 
books,  on  each  of  their  published  catalogs, 
was  practically  dead.  Those  books  of  high 
standard  character,  by  eminent  authors,  books 
that  for  years  had  had  a  good  annual  sale,  no 
longer  moved.  These  standard  books  have 
been  a  large  source  of  revenue  to  publishers 
and  their  authors  for  many  years.  But  now 
so  few  of  them  are  sold  that  it  hardly  pays  the 
publishers  to  send  their  travellers  over  the 
road. 

Few  dry-goods  merchants,  druggists,  news- 
dealers and  stationers,  that  have  recently  been 
induced  to  carry  a  small  number  of  books, 
feel  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  salable 
literature  to  warrant  their  carrying  anything 
more  than  the  most  popular-selling  new  copy- 
righted novels  and  cheap  reprints  of  non- 
copyrighted books  that  sell  for  twenty-five 
cents  or  less.  As  stated  above,  there  are  a 
few  large  department  stores  that  carry  a  more 
general  stock,  but  they  are  so  few  that  the 
support  received  from  them  is  not  sufficient  to 
compensate,  in  any  measure,  the  loss  sus- 
tained through  the  sacrifice  of  the  regular 
booksellers.  Moreover,  the  regular  booksell- 
ers that  still  remain  in  the  business  have  not 
been  buying  many  standard  books  of  late. 
Seeing  their  profit  in  fiction  sacrificed  by  un- 
fair competition,  many  of  them  have  ordered 
only  enough  of  the  new  copyrighted  novels  to 
keep  alive  their  accumulated  stocks  of  stand- 
ard books,  until  they  can  sell  them  out  or  re- 
duce them  to  a  point  where  they  can  afford 
to  abandon  the  book  business. 

From  the  character  of  the  reform  measures 
adopted  by  the  American  Publishers'  Asso- 
ciation, which  went  into  effect  on  the  first  of 
May,  it  is  evident  that  the  publishers  have  de- 


termined to  restore  the  old-time  bookseller. 
This  can  be  done  only  by  the  publishers  en- 
forcing the  maintenance  of  retail  prices,  the 
same  as  is  done  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
Earl  &  Wilson  collar,  the  Waterman  foim- 
tain  pen,  the  Eastman  kodak,  and  many  other 
special  lines  of  which  the  retail  price  is  listed. 

When  dry-goods  stores  and  clothing  stores 
bought  these  special  lines  and  retailed  them 
at  or  below  the  cost  price,  in  contrast  to  the 
list  price  asked  in  the  special  furnishing 
stores,  in  order  to  attract  customers  to  their 
stores  because  of  their  wonderful  'Hiargain 
counters,"  the  manufacturers  realized  that  the 
dry-goods  stores  were  simply  using  up  these 
wares  to  advertise  their  other  business.  They 
cut  off  the  supply  of  their  goods  to  these 
price-cutting  dry-goods  stores,  and  refused  to 
supply  any  more  goods,  except  under  a  sub- 
stantial undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  dry- 
goods  stores  to  maintain  the  full  list  price. 

This,  in  a  word,  is  the  substance  of  the  pub- 
lishers' plan.  They  have  agreed  to  cut  off 
absolutely  the  supply  of  all  of  their  books, 
net,  copyrighted  and  otherwise,  to  any  dealer 
who  cuts  the  retail  price  of  a  book  published 
under  the  net-price  system. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  nearly  eight  hundred 
members  of  the  American  Booksellers'  Asso- 
ciation have  entered  into  a  mutual  agreement 
to  push  with  energy  the  sale  of  the  books  of 
all  publishers  who  co-operate  with  them  for 
the  maintenance  of  retail  prices,  and  not  to 
buy,  nor  put  in  stock,  nor  offer  for  sale,  the 
books  of  any  publisher  who  fails  to  co-operate 
with  them.  This  is  substantially  the  same 
system  that  was  adopted  in  Germany  in  1887, 
in  France  a  few  years  later,  and  in  England 
in  1900. 

The  effect  of  this  system  in  Germany  has 
been  to  lift  up  the  trade  from  a  condition 
even  more  deplorable,  if  possible,  than  that 
into  which  it  has  fallen  in  this  country,  and 
to  make  it  a  prosperous  and  profitable  busi- 
ness. It  has  proved  beneficent  and  satisfac- 
tory, not  only  to  dealers  and  publishers,  but 
also  to  authors  and  to  the  reading  public,  for 
every  city,  town  and  village  in  Germany  now 
sustains  a  book  shop  that  carries  a  fairly 
representative  stock  of  books,  so  that  the  peo- 
ple are  able  to  examine  promptly  every  book 
as  soon  as  it  comes  from  the  press,  and  the 
authors    are    sure   of    having    their    books 
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promptly  submitted  to  the  examination  of 
every  possible  purchaser. 

The  results  in  France  and  England  are 
equally  encouraging,  and  it  is  believed  that 
as  soon  as  the  American  system  is  fully  under- 
stood, and  as  soon  as  enough  books  are  in- 
cluded under  the  net-price  system,  so  that  a 
bookseller  can  once  more  make  a  living  on  the 
sale  of  books,  many  of  the  old-time  book- 
sellers will  again  put  in  a  stock  of  books  and 
help  to  re-establish  the  book  trade  in  America. 

Having  tried  to  define  the  present  relation 
of  publishers  and  booksellers,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  frankly  that  I  know  of  no  reason  why 
publishers  and  booksellers  should  maintain 
any  different  relations  with  librarians  than 
they  maintain  with  any  other  retail  customers. 

For  example,  let  us  take  the  new  "Book- 
Lovers'  Library,"  so  called.  Their  plan  is 
to  sell  memberships,  and  to  deliver  to  each 
member  one  book  a  week  for  five  dollars  a 
year,  or  three  books  a  week  for  ten  dollars  a 
year.  They  take  up  the  books  at  the  end  of 
each  week  and  supply  new  ones. 

If  this  plan  could  be  carried  out  success- 
fully, it  would  result  in  making  one  book  do 
the  service  now  performed  by  ten  or  fifteen 
books.  In  other  words,  this  circulating  li- 
brary proposes  to  furnish  its  members  with 
ten  or  fifteen  books  for  the  same  amount  of 
money  they  now  pay  for  one  book  by  simply 
passing  the  book  around  from  one  to  another. 

The  effect  of  this  scheme,  if  carried  into  all 
cities  and  towns  as  proposed,  would  be  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  books  manufactured  and 
sold  to  about  one-tenth  of  its  present  magni- 
tude. From  a  business  point  of  view,  publish- 
ers and  dealers  cannot  be  called  upon  to  make 
special  discotmts  to  encourage  such  an  enter- 
prise. 

The  encouragement  and  support  g^ven  to 
authors,  by  patrons  of  literature,  would  be  re- 
duced by  this  scheme  to  about  one-tenth  of 
the  present  amotmt  The  effect  of  this  with- 
drawal of  support  to  American  authors  can 
easily  be  imagined. 

But  I  do  not  believe  that  real  book-lovers, 
intelligent  and  conservative  readers,  will  be 
carried  away  by  this  passing  craze.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  studiously  avoided  form- 
ing that  careless,  slip-shod  habit  of  reading 
that  characterizes  patrons  of  circulating  li- 


braries. The  real  book-lover  selects  his  books, 
like  his  friends,  with  caution,  and  with  dis- 
criminating and  painstaking  care. 

From  a  bookseller's  point  of  view,  the 
''Book-Lovers'  Library"  is  not  fotmded  on 
practical  lines.  However,  as  the  plan  also  in- 
cludes the  selling  of  capital  stocks  to  its  pa- 
trons, it  is  probable  that  the  money  received 
from  subscriptions,  together  with  the  annual 
membership  fees,  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  the 
enterprise  going  for  some  time.  But  since 
this  is  a  corporation  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  money,  a  failure  to  earn 
money  and  to  pay  dividends  will  discourage 
its  patrons,  cause  them  to  feel  that  they 
have  been  deceived,  and  finally  to  withdraw 
from  membership.  When  the  members  real- 
ize that  they  are  paying  five  or  ten  dollars  a 
year  for  privileges  that  can  be  had  free  at  the 
local  library,  in  most  cases  they  will  withdraw 
their  support. 

Thus,  while  in  some  respects  I  regard  this 
enterprise  as  an  evil  factor,  it  contains,  I 
think,  inherent  weaknesses  that  will  finally 
compass  its  own  end. 

But  what  is  said  of  the  relation  of  publish- 
ers and  dealers  to  the  Book-Lovers'  Library 
is  true  in  a  measure  of  all  circulating  and 
other  public  libraries.  They  do  not  increase, 
but  they  positively  contract  the  number  of 
sales  that  are  made  in  the  interest  of  authors, 
publishers  and  dealers. 

Under  the  German  system,  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  public  libraries  were  at  first  allowed 
ten  per  cent,  discount;  but  recently  this  has 
been  reduced  to  five  per  cent. 

Under  the  English  system,  profiting  by  the 
experience  of  German  publishers,  no  dis- 
count is  allowed  to  public  libraries,  schools  or 
institutions. 

The  American  system,  however,  is  modelled 
largely  after  the  German,  and  it  permits  the 
dealers  to  allow  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent,  to 
local  libraries.  In  doing  this  local  dealers  are 
protected  from  competition  by  the  publishers, 
in  that  the  publishers  have  agreed  to  add  to 
the  net  price  the  cost  of  transportation  on  all 
books  sold  at  retail  outside  of  the  cities  in 
which  they  are  doing  business.  Thus  public 
libraries  can  buy  net  books  cheaper  of  the  lo- 
cal booksellers  than  they  can  buy  them  of  the 
publishers  by  just  the  cost  of  transportation. 
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LIBRARY   BUILDINGS. 


By  W.  R.  Eastman,  New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


A  BUILDING  is  not  the  first  requisite  of  a 
public  library.  A  good  collection  of 
books  with  a  capable  librarian  will  be  of  great 
service  in  a  hired  room  or  in  one  comer  of  a 
store.  First  the  librarian,  then  the  books  and 
after  that  the  building. 

But  when  the  building  is  occupied  the  value 
of  the  library  is  doubled.  The  item  of  rent 
is  dropped.  The  library  is  no  longer  depen- 
dent on  the  favor  of  some  other  institution 
and  is  not  cramped  by  the  effort  to  include 
two  or  three  departments  in  a  single  room. 
It  will  not  only  give  far  better  service  to  the 
community,  but  will  command  their  respect, 
interest  and  support  to  a  greater  degree  than 
before. 

The  following  hints  are  intended  as  a  reply 
to  many  library  boards  who  are  asking  for 
buildmg  plans. 

The  vital  point  in  successful  building  is  to 
group  all  the  parts  of  a  modem  library  in 
their  true  relations.  To  understand  a  par- 
ticular case  it  will  be  necessary  to  ask  some 
preliminary  questions. 
I.  Books. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library? 
Average  yearly  increase? 
Number  of  volumes  in  20  years? 
Number  of  volumes  to  go  in  reference 

room? 
Number  of  volumes  to  go  in  children's 

room? 
Number  of  volumes  to  go  in  other 

departments  ? 
Number  of  volumes  to  go  in  main  book 

room? 
If  the  library  is  large  will  there  be  an 
open  shelf  room  separate  from  the 
main  book  room? 
Is  a  stack  needed  ? 

Will  public  access  to  the  shelves  be  al- 
lowed? 
By  answers  to  such  questions  a  fair  idea  of 
the  character  and  size  of  the  book  room  may 
be  obtained. 
Rules  for  calculation.    In  a  popular  library, 


outside  the  reference  room,  for  each  foot  of 
wall  space  available  80  books  can  be  placed 
on  eight  shelves.  Floor  cases  having  two 
sides  will  hold  160  books  for  each  running 
foot,  and  in  a  close  stack  25  books,  approxi« 
mately,  can  be  shelved  for  each  square  foot 
of  floor  space.  But  the  latter  rule  will  be 
materially  modified  by  ledges,  varying  width 
of  passages,  stairs,  etc. 

The  above  figures  give  full  capacity.  In 
practical  work,  to  provide  for  convenient 
classification,  expansion,  oversized  books  and 
working  facilities,  the  shelves  of  a  library 
should  be  sufficient  for  twice  the  actual  num- 
ber of  books  and  the  lines  of  future  enlarge- 
ment should  be  fully  determined. 

2.  Departments, 

Is  the  library  for  free  circulation? 
Is  the  library  for  free  reference? 
Are  special  rooms  needed  for 

hig^  school  students? 

children? 

ladies  ? 

magazine  readers? 

newspaper  readers? 
How  many  square  feet  for  each  of  the 

above  rooms? 
Are  class  rooms  needed  as  in  a  col- 
lege library? 

Qub  rooms? 

Lecture  rooms? 

Museum  ? 

Art  gallery? 

Other  departments? 

3.  Community, 

In  city  or  country? 
Population  ? 

By  what  class  will  library  be  chiefly 
used? 

School  children? 

Students  ? 

Mechanics  ? 

Reading  circles? 

Ladies  ? 

4.  Resources  and  conditions. 

Money  available? 
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Money  annually  for  maintenance? 
Size  of  building  lot  ? 
Location  and  surroundings? 
How  many  stories? 
Elevators? 
Heat? 
light? 
Ventilation? 
5.  Administration, 

Is  library  to  be  in  charge  of  one  person  ? 
How  many  assistants? 
Is  a  work  room  needed? 
unpacking  room? 
bindery? 
librarian's  office? 
trustees'  room? 
By  careful  study  of  these  points  a  clear 
conception  of  the  problem  is  gained  and  the 
building  committee  is  prepared  to  draw  an 
outline  sketch  indicating  in  a  general  way 
their  needs  and  views.    They  are  not  likely 
to  secure  what  they  want  by  copying  or  even 
by  competition.    The  best  architects  have  not 
the  time  nor  the  disposition  to  compete  with 
each  other.    A  better  way  is  to  choose  an  ar- 
chitect, one  who  has  succeeded  in  library  work 
if  possible,  who  will  faithfully  study  the  spe- 
cial problems,  consult  freely  with  the  library 
board,  propose  plans  and  change  them  freely 
till  they  are  right.    And  if  such  plans  are  also 
submitted  for  revision  to  some  librarian  of 
experience  or  to  the  library  commission  of  the 
state,  whose  business  and  pleasure  it  is  to 
give  disinterested  advice,  so  much  the  better. 
The  following  outlines  taken  from  actual 
library  buildings  are  offered  by  way  of  sug- 
gestion. 

Square  plan. 

An  inexpensive  building  for  a  small  coun- 
try neighborhood  may  have  one  square  room 
with  book  shelves  on  the  side  and  rear  walls. 
A  convenient  entrance  is  from  a  square  porch 
on  one  side  of  the  front  comer  and  a  libra- 
rian's alcove  is  at  the  opposite  comer  leaving 
the  entire  front  like  a  store  window  which 
may  be  filled  with  plants  or  picture  bulletins. 
With  a  stone  foundation  the  wooden  frame 
may  be  finished  with  stained  shingles. 

Oblong  plan, 

A  somewhat  larger  building  may  have  a 
wider  front  with  entrance  at  the  center. 


Book  shelves  under  high  windows  may 
cover  the  side  and  rear  walls  and  tables  may 
stand  in  the  open  space. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  bring  together  the 
books  most  in  demand  for  circulation  on  one 
side  of  the  room  and  those  needed  most  for 
study  on  the  opposite  side.  One  comer  may 
contain  juvenile  books.  In  this  way  confusion 
between  readers,  borrowers  and  children  will 
be  avoided.  Each  class  of  patrons  will  go  by 
a  direct  line  to  its  own  quarter.  This  is  the 
beginning  of  the  plan  of  departments  which 
will  be  of  great  importance  in  the  larger 
buildmg. 

The  number  of  books  for  circulation  will 
increase  rapidly  and  it  may  soon  be  necessary 
to  provide  double  faced  floor  cases.  These 
will  be  placed  with  passages  running  from  the 
center  of  the  room  towards  the  end  and  that 
end  will  become  the  book  or  delivery  room 
and  the  opposite  side  will  be  the  study  or  ref 
erence  room. 

T'Shape  plan. 

The  next  step  is  to  add  space  to  the  rear 
giving  a  third  department  to  the  still  open 
room.  If  the  book  room  is  at  the  back  the 
student  readers  may  be  at  tables  in  the  right 
hand  space  and  the  children  in  the  space  on 
the  left  The  librarian  at  a  desk  in  the  cen- 
ter is  equally  near  to  all  departments  and 
may  exercise  full  supervision. 

The  presence  of  a  considerable  number  of 
other  busy  persons  has  a  sobering  and  quieting 
effect  on  all  and  the  impression  of  such  a 
library  having  all  its  departments  in  one  is 
dignified  and  wholesome.  It  may  be  well  to 
separate  the  departments  by  light  open  hand 
rails,  screens,  cords  or  low  book  cases.  It  is 
a  mistake  to  divide  a  small  building  into  three 
or  four  small  rooms. 

Separate  rooms. 

For  a  larger  library  these  rails  must  be 
made  into  partitions,  giving  to  each  depart- 
ment a  separate  room.  Partitions  of  glass  set 
in  wooden  frames  and  possibly  only  eight  feet 
high  may  answer  an  excellent  purpose,  adding 
to  the  impression  of  extent,  admitting  light 
to  the  interior  of  the  building  and  allowing 
some  supervision  from  the  center.  With  par- 
titions on  each  side,  the  entrance  becomes  a 
central  hallway  with  a  department  at  each 
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side  and  the  book  room  at  the  end.  This  is 
the  best  position  for  the  book  room  for  two 
special  reasons.  Overlapping  the  departments 
in  both  wings  it  is  equally  accessible  from 
either,  and  at  the  back  of  the  house  a  plainer 
and  cheaper  wall  can  be  built  admitting  of 
easy  removal  when  the  growth  of  the  library 
requires  enlargement. 

Sometimes  the  angles  between  the  book 
room  and  the  main  building  may  be  filled  to 
advantage  by  work  room  and  office.  These 
working  rooms  though  not  large  and  not  con- 
spicuous are  of  vital  consequence  and  should 
be  carefully  planned. 

We  have  now  reached  a  type  of  building 
which,  for  lack  of  a  better  word,  I  may  call 
the  "butterfly  plan/'  having  two  spread  wings 
and  a  body  extending  to  the  back.  Others 
call  it  the  "trefoil."  This  general  type  is 
being  substantially  followed  in  most  new  li- 
braries of  moderate  size.  From  one  entrance 
hall  direct  access  is  given  to  three  distinct 
departments,  or  perhaps  to  five,  by  placing 
two  rooms  in  each  wing. 

Id  edifications  required  by  limited  space. 

If  we  have  an  open  park  to  build  in  we 
shall  be  tempted  to  expand  the  hallway  to  a 
great  central  court  or  rotunda.  Perhaps  the 
importance  of  the  library  may  justify  it,  but 
we  should  be  on  our  guard  against  separating 
departments  by  spaces  so  great  as  to  make 
supervision  difficult  or  passing  from  one  to 
another  inconvenient.  We  should  aim  to  con- 
centrate rather  than  scatter. 

More  frequently  the  lot  will  be  too  nar- 
row. We  must  draw  in  the  wings  and  make 
the  narrower  rooms  longer  from  front  to 
back.  With  a  corner  lot  we  can  enter  on  the 
side  street,  leaving  a  grand  reading  room  on 
the  main  front  and  turning  at  right  angles  as 
we  enter  the  house  pass  between  other  rooms 
to  the  book  room  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
lot.  Or  again,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  dis- 
pense entirely  with  one  wing  of  our  plan,  and 
have  but  two  department  rooms  instead  of 
three  on  the  floor.  Every  location  must  be 
studied  by  itself. 

Other  stories. 

Basement  rooms  are  of  great  service  for 
work  rooms  and  storage.    A  basement  direct- 


ly under  the  main  book  room  is  specially  val« 
uable  to  receive  the  overflow  of  books  not  in 
great  demand. 

A  second  and  even  a  third  story  will  be  use- 
ful for  special  collections,  class  and  lecture 
rooms  or  a  large  audience  hall.  In  a  library 
of  moderate  size  it  will  often  be  found  con- 
venient to  build  a  book  room  about  i6  feet 
high  to  cover  two  stories  of  bookcases  and 
wholly  independent  of  the  level  of  the  second 
floor  of  the  main  building. 

Extension. 

To  meet  the  needs  of  a  rapidly  growing 
library  it  is  important  at  the  beginning  to  fix 
the  lines  of  extension. 

A  building  with  a  front  of  two  rooms  and  a 
passage  between  may  add  a  third  room  at 
the  rear,  and  at  a  later  stage,  add  a  second 
building  as  large  as  the  first  and  parallel  to 
it,  the  two  being  connected  by  the  room  first 
added. 

This  is  the  architect's  plan  for  the  Omaha 
Public  Library. 

Open  court. 

When  a  library  is  so  large  that  one  book 
room  is  not  enough,  two  such  rooms  may  be 
built  to  the  rear,  one  from  each  end  of  the 
building  with  open  space  between,  and  these 
two  wings  may  be  carried  back  equally  and 
joined  at  the  back  by  another  building,  thus 
completing  the  square  around  an  open  court 

This  gives  wide  interior  space  for  light  and 
air,  or  grass  and  flowers.  Such  is  the  plan  of 
the  Boston  Public  and  Princeton  University 
libraries.  It  will  be  the  same  in  Minneapolis 
when  that  library  is  complete.  In  the  plan  of 
the  new  library  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  central 
court  is  roofed  over  with  glass  becoming  a 
stairway  court  with  surrounding  gaUeries 
opening  on  all  rooms.  In  Columbia  Univer- 
sity, New  York,  as  in  the  British  Museum* 
the  center  is  a  great  reading  room  capped  by 
a  dome  high  above  the  surrounding  roofs  and 
lighted  by  great  clerestory  windows. 

If  the  street  front  is  very  long  there  may  be 
three  extensions  to  the  rear,  one  opposite  tiie 
center  and  one  from  each  end,  leaving  two 
open  courts  as  in  the  plan  for  the  New  York 
Public  or  the  Utica  Public;  and  this  general 
scheme  may  be  repeated  and  carried  still 
farther  back  leaving  four  open  courts  as  in  the 
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:  Congress.  This  plan  can  be  ex- 
far  as  space  can  be  provided, 
le  general  plan  of  the  large  build- 
:ed,  passages  will  be  introduced, 
the  front  and  sides,  and  depart- 
be  located  as  may  be  judged  most 
,  always  having  regard  to  the  con- 
)f  the  patrons  of  each  department 
ready  access  to  the  books  they  need 
ling  for  supervision  and  attendance 
St  of  time,  effort  and  money.  Ex- 
;  in  library  building  is  not  so  often 
lavish  ornament  as  in  that  unfor- 
mgement  of  departments  which  re- 
^e  attendants  to  do  the  work  of  one 

Light. 

light  should  be  secured  if  possible 
00m.  Windows  should  be  frequent 
d  well  up  toward  the  ceiling  ter- 
in  a  straight  line  so  as  to  afford 
ly  of  light  from  the  top.  Windoi^ 
in  an  ordinary  house  or  office  build- 
ig  within  two  or  three  feet  of  tHe 
lore  satisfactory  both  for  inside  and 
pearance  than  those  which  leave  a 
k  wall  beneath  them.  From  the 
lank  wall  has  a  prison-like  effect; 
ide  it  cuts  off  communication  with 
f  the  world  and  the  impression  is 
.  The  proper  object  of  library  win- 
or  eight  feet  above  the  floor  is  to 
roken  wafl  space  for  book  shelves 
em.  There  is  no  serious  objection 
the  back  of  the  room  or  sometimes 
;s  of  the  house  where  the  windows 
nspicuous  from  the  street,  but  every 
iny  size,  if  it  is  next  to  the  outer 
Id  have  windows  to  look  out  of  on 
le  side. 

room  at  the  back  of  a  building 
t  excellent  light  from  side  windows 
above  the  floor  with  lower  windows 
k. 

ting  of  large  interior  rooms  is  often 
problem.  Light  will  not  penetrate 
ige  more  than  30  feet.  Skylights, 
1  clerestor>'  windows  are  used.    In 

the  dome  or  clerestory  the  room  to 

must  be  higher  than  those  imme- 
rrounding  it.    The  clerestory  plan 


with  upright  windows  is  most  satisfactory 
when  available,  being  cheaper  and  giving  bet- 
ter security  against  the  weather  than  the  sky- 
light. In  a  large  building  with  interior  courts, 
the  lower  story  of  the  court  is  sometimes 
covered  with  a  skylight  and  used  as  a  room. 

This  appears  in  the  plans  for  the  New  York 
Public  and  the  Utica  Public  libraries.  Sky* 
lights  must  be  constructed  with  special  care 
to  protect  rooms  against  the  weather. 

The  problem  of  light  is  peculiarly  difficult 
in  the  crowded  blocks  of  cities.  A  library 
front  may  sometimes  touch  the  walls  of  ad- 
joining buildings  so  that  light  can  enter  only 
from  the  front  and  rear.  If  extending  more 
than  40  feet  back  from  the  street,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  narrow  the  rest  of  the  building 
so  as  to  leave  open  spaces  on  each  side,  or  to 
introduce  a  little  light  by  the  device  of  light 
welh.  Occasionally  a  large  city  library  is 
found  on  the  upper  floors  of  an  office  build- 
ing, where  light  and  air  are  better  than  be- 
low, and  the  cost  of  accommodation  is  less. 
The  use  of  elevators  makes  this  feasible. 

Shelving, 

The  general  scheme  of  book  shelves  shotdd 
be  fixed  before  the  plan  of  the  building  is 
drawn.  Otherwise  the  space  for  books  can 
not  be  determined  and  serious  mistakes  may 
be  made.  Between  the  two  extremes  of  open 
wall  shelves  and  the  close  stack  a  compromise 
is  necessary.  The  large  library  will  put  the 
bulk  of  its  books  in  a  stack  and  bring  a  con 
siderable  selection  of  the  best  books  into  an 
open  room.  The  small  library  will  begin  with 
books  along  the  walls  and  provide  cases  for 
additions  from  time  to  time  as  needed.  Its 
patrons  will  enjoy  at  first  the  generous  spaces 
of  the  open  room  without  an  array  of  empty 
cases  to  offend  the  eye  and  cumber  the  floor. 
When  walls  are  covered  with  books  a  floor 
case  will  be  introduced  and  others  when 
needed  will  be  placed  according  to  plan,  till 
at  last  the  floor  is  as  full  as  it  was  meant  to 
be,  and  the  basement  beneath  having  served 
for  a  time  to  hold  the  overflow,  a  second  story 
of  cases  is  put  on  the  top  of  the  first  This 
process  should  be  planned  in  advance  for  a 
term  of  20  years. 

For  public  access  passages  between  cases 
should  be  five  feet  wide.    Cases  have  some- 
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times  been  set  on  radial  lines  so  as  to  bring 
all  parts  under  supervision  from  the  center. 
This  arrangement,  specially  if  bounded  by  a 
semi-circular  wall,  is  expensive,  wasteful  of 
space  and  of  doubtful  value,  except  in  pe- 
culiar conditions.  It  is  not  adapted  to  turther 
extension  of  the  building. 

Size  of  shelf. 

For  ordinary  books  in  a  popular  library  the 
shelf  should  not  be  more  than  eight  inches 
wide  with  an  upright  space  of  ten  inches. 
Eight  shelves  of  this  height  with  a  base  of 
four  inches  and  crown  finish  of  five  inches  will 
fill  eight  feet  from  the  floor  and  the  upper 
shelf  may  be  reached  at  a  height  of  8i  inches 
or  six  feet  nine  inches.  Ordinary  shelves 
should  not  exceed  three  feet  in  length.  A 
length  of  two  and  a  half  feet  is  preferred  by 
many.  A  shelf  more  than  three  feet  long  is 
apt  to  bend  under  the  weight  of  books.  For 
books  of  larger  size  a  limited  number  of 
shelves  with  12  inches  upright  space  and  a 
few  still  larger  should  be  provided.  The  pro- 
portion of  oversize  books  will  vary  greatly 
according  to  the  kind  of  library,  a  college  or 
scientific  collection  having  many  more  than 
the  circulating  library.  Any  reference  room 
will  contain  a  large  number  of  such  books  and 
its  shelves  should  correspond. 

Movable  shelves. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  devices 
for  adjustment  of  shelves.  Some  of  these 
are  quite  ingenious  and  a  few  are  satisfactory. 
No  device  should  be  introduced  that  will 
seriously  break  the  smooth  surface  at  the  side. 
Notches,  cross  bars,  iron  horns  or  hooks  or 
ornamental  brackets  expose  the  last  book  to 
damage.  If  pins  are  used  they  should  be  so 
held  to  their  places  that  they  cannot  fall  out 
Heads  of  pins  or  bars  should  be  sunk  in  the 
wood  and  the  place  for  books  left,  as  near  as 
possible,  absolutely  smooth  on  all  sides.  It  is 
at  least  a  question  whether  the  importance  of 
making  shelves  adjustable  and  absolutely  ad- 
justable has  not  been  greatly  overrated.  As 
a  fact  the  shelves  of  the  circulating  library  are 
very  seldom  adjusted.  They  may  have  all  the 
usual  appliances  gained  at  large  expense  but 
there  is  no  occasion  to  adjust  them  outside 
the  reference  room.      They  remain  as  they 


were  put  up.  It  is  probably  well  to  have  tbe 
second  and  third  shelf  movable  so  that  one 
can  be  dropped  to  the  bottom  and  two  spaces 
left  where  there  were  three  at  first  But  all 
other  shelves  might  as  well  be  fixed  at  inter- 
vals of  10  inches  without  the  least  real  in- 
convenience and  the  cases  be  stronger  for  it 
and  far  cheaper.  A  perfectly  adjustable  shdl 
is  interesting  as  a  study  in  mechanics,  but  is 
practically  disappointing.  Its  very  perfection 
is  a  snare  because  it  is  so  impossible  to  set 
it  true  without  a  spirit  level  and  a  machinist. 
All  shelves  in  a  reference  room  should  be 
adjustable.  Bound  magazines  might  have 
special  cases. 

Wood  or  iron  shelves. 

Iron  shelf  construction  has  the  advantage 
of  lightness  and  strength,  filling  the  least 
space  and  admitting  light  and  air.  Where 
three  or  more  stories  of  cases  are  stacked 
one  upon  another  iron  is  a  necessity.  It  also 
offers  the  best  facilities  for  adjustment  of 
shelves  and  is  most  durable. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  more  difficult  to  get, 
can  be  had  only  of  the  manufacturers  in  fixed 
patterns,  and  costs  at  least  twice  as  much  as 
any  wood,  even  oak,  unless  carved  for  orna- 
ment, and   four  or  five  times  as  nyuch  as 
some  very  good  wooden  shelves.    This  great 
cost  raises  the  question  whether  the  advan- 
tages named  are  really  important.    Few  vil- 
lage libraries  need  more  than  two  stories  oi 
shelves  in  a  stack.    If  iron  is  more  durable 
we  can  buy  two  sets  of  wooden  shelves  for 
the  cost  of  one  of  iron  —  and  when  we  hay 
the  second  set  will  know  better  what  we  want 
The  importance  of  shelf  adjustment  has  been 
exaggerated. 

A  more  important  consideration,  to  my 
mind,  is  that  iron  is  not  so  well  adapted  to 
the  changing  conditions  of  a  growing  library. 
It  is  made  at  a  factory  and  to  be  ordered 
complete.  It  is  bolted  to  the  floor  and  wall 
at  fixed  intervals.  But  we  have  seen  that  a 
gradual  accumulation  of  bookcases  is  better 
than  to  put  all  shelving  in  position  at  first 

Wooden  cases  are  movable.  You  begin  with 
those  you  need  and  add  others  as  you  have 
more  books,  you  can  change  and  alter  them 
at  any  time  with  only  the  aid  of  the  village 
carpenter,  and  enjoy  the  wide  open  spaces  till 
the  time  for  filling  them  comes. 
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Iron  with  all  its  ornaments  belongs  in  the 
shop.  It  is  not  the  furniture  you  prefer  in 
your  home.  The  item  of  cost  will  usually  de- 
cide the  question.  For  libraries  of  less  than 
50,000  volumes,  where  close  storage  is  not  im- 
perative, wood  has  the  advantage. 

Miscellaneous  notes. 

A  floor  of  hard  wood  is  good  enough  for 
most  libraries.  Wood  covered  with  corticene 
or  linoleum  tends  to  insure  the  needed  quiet. 
Floors  of  tile,  marble  or  concrete  are  very 
noisy  and  should  have  strips  of  carpet  laid 
in  the  passages. 

On  the  walls  of  reading  rooms  it  is  neither 
necessary  nor  desirable  to  have  an  ornamental 
wainscot,  nor  indeed  any  wainscot  at  all,  not 
even  a  base  board.  Book  cases  will  cover  the 
lower  walls  and  books  are  the  best  ornament. 

Small  tables  for  four  are  preferred  in  a 
reading  room  to  long  common  tabUs.  They 
give  the  reader  an  agreeable  feeling  of  pri- 
vacy. 

Do  not  make  tables  too  high.  30  inches  are 
enough. 

light  bent  wood  chairs  are  easy  to  handle. 

Steam  or  hot  water  give  the  best  heat  and 
incandescent  electric  lamps  give  the  be<>t  light. 

Be  sure  that  you  have  sufficient  ventilation. 

Windows  should  be  made  to  slide  up  and 
down,  not  to  swing  on  hinges  or  pivots. 

Without  dwelling  further  on  details  let  us 


be  sure  i.  That  we  have  room  within  the  walls 
for  all  the  books  we  now  have  or  are  likely 
to  have  in  20  years ;  provide  the  first  outfit  of 
shelves  for  twice  the  number  of  books  ex- 
pected at  the  end  of  one  year  and  add  book- 
cases as  we  need  them,  leaving  always  a  lib- 
eral marg^in  of  empty  space  on  every  shelf. 
We  must  plan  for  the  location  of  additional 
cases  for  20  years  with  due  consideration  of 
the  question  of  public  access. 

2,  That  all  needed  departments  are  provided 
in  harmonious  relation  with  each  other  and 
80  located  as  to  serve  the  public  to  the  best 
advantage  and  at  least  cost  of  time,  strength 
and  money. 

3,  That  the  best  use  of  the  location  is 
made  and  the  building  suited  to  the  constitu- 
ency and  local  conditions. 

4,  That  the  estimated  cost  is  well  within 
the  limit  named,  for  new  objects  of  exepense 
are  certain  to  appear  during  the  process  of 
building  and  debt  must  not  be  thought  of. 

5,  That  the  building  is  convenient  for  work 
and  supervision,  a  point  at  which  many  an 
elegant  and  costly  building  has  conspicuously 
failed. 

Make  it  also  neat  and  beautiful,  for  it  is 
to  be  the  abiding  place  of  all  that  is  best 
in  human  thought  and  experience  and  is  to  be 
a  home  in  which  all  inquiring  souls  are  to  be 
welcomed.  Since  the  people  are  to  be  our 
guests  let  us  make  the  place  of  their  recep- 
tion worthy  of  its  purpose. 


THE  RELATION  OF  THE  ARCHITECT  TO  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


By  John  Lawrence  Mauran,  Architect,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 


'T^HE  public  library,  as  we  understand  the 
name  to-day,  has  had  but  a  brief  ex- 
istence compared  with  the  mere  housing  of 
collections  of  books  which  has  gone  on 
through  countless  ages. 

WiUi  the  change  from  the  old  ideas  of 
safeguarding  the  precious  books  themselves  to 
the  advanced  theory  of  placing  their  priceless 
contents  within  the  easy  reach  of  all,  has  come 
an  equally  important  change  in  the  character 
of  the  custodian  of  the  books.  The  duties  of 
the  modem  librarian  are  such  that  he  must 
be  not  only  something  of  a  scholar,  in  the  best 


sense  of  the  word,  but  he  must  be  capable 
also  of  properly  directing  others  in  the  pur- 
suit of  learning,  and,  withal,  combine  execu- 
tive ability  with  a  highly  specialized  profes- 
sional facility.  The  result  of  carefully  con- 
ceived courses  of  training  is  apparent  in  the 
wonderful  results  achieved  through  the  de- 
voted and  untiring  efforts  of  the  members  of 
this  Association  towards  a  constant  better- 
ment of  their  charges,  and  a  closer  bonding, 
through  affection,  between  the  masses  of  the 
people  and  that  portion  of  the  books  which 
lies  between  the  covers. 
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My  purpose  in  recalling  to  your  memory 
the  wonderful  advance  made  by  training  in 
your  profession  in  a  comparatively  short  time, 
is  to  give  point  to  an  analogy  I  wish  to  draw, 
showing  a  corresponding  advance  in  the  pro- 
fession of  architecttire.  Not  so  very  many 
years  ago  there  were  ample  grounds  for  the 
recalling  by  Mr.  David  P.  Todd  or  Lord 
Bacon's  warning  against  the  sacrifice  of  utility 
to  mere  artistic  composition  in  the  following 
words:  "Houses  are  built  to  Live  in,  and  not 
to  Looke  on :  Therefore  let  Use  bee  preferred 
before  Uniformitie;  Except  where  both  may 
be  had  Leave  the  Goodly  Fabrickes  of  Houses, 
for  'Beautie  only,  to  the  Enchanted  I'allaces 
of  the  Poets;  Who  build  them  with  small 
Cost":  but  to-day,  thanks  to  the  munificence 
of  the  French  government  and  the  untiring 
energy  of  some  of  those  who  have  profited 
by  it,  in  fostering  the  growth  of  our  own  ar- 
chitectural schools,  there  are  few  sections  of 
this  broad  land  which  have  not  one  or  more 
worthy  followers  of  Palladio  and  Michael 
Angelo.  Hunt,  Richardson  and  Post  were 
among  the  first  to  receive  the  training  of  the 
Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts,  and  they,  moreover, 
had  the  rare  judgment  to  take  the  training 
only,  adapting  their  designs  to  the  climatic 
and  other  local  conditions  rather  than  attempt- 
ing the  importation  of  French  forms  as  well 
as  method  of  design.  Their  example  and  the 
impetus  they  were  able  to  impart  to  the  tech- 
nical schools  have  been  potent  factors  in  the 
development  of  the  talent  of  American  archi- 
tects. While  it  is  true,  and  more  the  pity, 
that  some  students  return  from  Paris  with 
the  idea  that  because  Paris  is  a  beautiful  city 
architecturally,  the  simple  injection  of  some 
of  their  own  masterpieces  into  our  diverse 
city  street  fronts,  is  going  to  reincarnate  our 
municipalities,  the  major  portion  are  suf- 
ficiently discriminating  to  realize  that  Paris 
owes  much  of  its  charm  to  a  symmetry  under 
governmental  control  which  we,  free  bom 
Americans,  can  never  hope  to  attain,  and 
leave  behind  them  the  mere  forms  and  sym- 
bols of  their  alma  mater  to  use  that  which  is 
best  and  most  profitable  in  their  training; 
that  is,  a  breadth  of  conception  of  the  prob- 
lem and  a  logical  method  of  sequential  study 
of  it  which  ensures  a  creditable  if  not  an 
ideal  solution.    The  modern  architect,  to  be 


successful,  must  be  conversant  with  a  vast 
amount  of  information  which  is  apparently 
outside  his  chosen  profession  —  such  as  the 
minutiae  of  hospitals,  churches,  libraries,  rail- 
road stations  and  the  like.  As  a  case  in  point 
I  recall  the  address  of  a  certain  railroad  presi- 
dent at  the  dedication  of  a  large  terminal 
depot,  in  which  he  said:  "while  we  have  had 
the  co-operation  of  engineers  and  specialists 
in  every  branch  of  the  work,  I  must  give  great 
credit  to  our  architect  who  is  responsible  for 
the  conception  of  the  entire  system  of  the 
handling  of  passengers,  although  he  was  em- 
ployed solely  to  enclose  the  space  designated 
by  our  engineers."  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
laud  the  profession  of  architecture,  but  rather 
to  show  its  preparedness  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  achieving  the  best  in  library  construc- 
tion and  design. 

May  I  add  to  Mr.  Todd's  advice  to  library 
boards  about  to  build,  "first  appoint  your  li- 
brarian," the  suggestion  that  second,  in  con- 
sultation with   him,  appoint  your   architect 
It  is  not  disbelief  in  competition  which  has 
led  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  to 
advise  against  competitions,  for  the  former  is 
a  constant  condition,  while  the  latter  they  be- 
lieve to  result  in  more  evil  than  good.    It  is 
a  popular  notion  among  laymen  that  a  com- 
petition will  bring  out  ideas  and  mayhap  de- 
velop some  hidden  genius,  but  in  answer  to 
the  first  I  can  say,  I  know  of  but  one  build- 
ing erected  from  successful  competitive  plans 
without  modification,  and  for  the  second,  the 
major    portion    of    American    originality   in 
building  designs   is   unworthy  the   name  of 
architecture.    Aside    from   the   needless   ex- 
pense and  loss  of  time  entailed  on  library 
board,  as  well  as  architect,  by  the  holding  of 
competitions  a  greater  evil  lies  in  the  well 
proven  fact,  that  in  their  desire  to  win  ap- 
proval for  their  design,  most  architects  en- 
deavor to  find  out  the  librarian's  predilections 
and  follow  them  in  their  plans  rather  than  to 
submit  a  scholarly  solution  of  the  problem 
studied  from  an  unprejudiced  standpoint    I^ 
is  not  often  the  good  fortune  of  competitors 
to  have  their  submitted  work  judged  witH 
such  unbiased  intelligence  as  that  which  per' 
mitted  the  best  conceived  plan  to  win  in  th^ 
competition  for  the  new  library  in  New  York 
City.    Few  men  would  have  dared  in  compc- 
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tition  to  remove  that  imposing  architectural 
feature,  the  reading  room,  from  their  main 
fsL^dt  and  put  it  frankly  where  it  belongs, 
in  direct  touch  with  the  stacks  which  serve  it, 
as  Carrere  &  Hastings  did. 

Not  long  ago  a  member  of  a  certain  library 
board  of  trustees  wrote  to  us  that  we  were 
being  considered,  among  others,  as  architects 
for  their  new  building,  and  he  suggested  that 
we  send  to  them  as  many  water  colors  as  we 
could  collect  and  as  large  as  possible,  to  im- 
press the  board;  for,  as  he  added,  "some  of 
us  appreciate  your  plans,  but  most  laymen 
arc  caught  by  the  colored  pictures,  the  larger 
the  better." 

As  a  rule  librarians  have  very  decided  ideas 
as  to  the  plan  desired  in  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  correlation  of  rooms  and  departments, 
and  it,  therefore,  seems  manifestly  proper  that 
having  selected  a  librarian  on  account  of 
merit,  the  next  step  should  be  the  selection  of 
an  architect  on  the  same  basis,  to  the  end 
that  in  consultation  the  theory  of  the  one  may 
either  be  studied  into  shape  or  proved  in- 
ferior to  the  theory  of  the  other.  Under  the 
discussion  of  two  broad  minds,  the  wheat  is 
easily  separated  from  the  chaff  with  the  much 
to  be  desired  result  of  the  assemblying  of  a 
well  ordered  plan  to  present  to  the  board, 
which  has  had  such  study  that  few  criticisms 
cannot  be  answered  from  the  store  of  ex- 
perience gathered  in  the  making.  This  ideal 
crystallization  of  ideas,  this  development  of 
the  problem  working  hand  in  hand  precludes 
the  need  of  such  advice  as  is  found  in  the 
following  quotation  from  a  paper  on  libra- 
ry buildings : 

"Taking  into  account  the  practical  uses  of 
the  modern  library  it  is  readily  seen  that  it 
needs  a  building  planned  from  inside,  not 
from  without,  dictated  by  convenience  and 
not  by  taste  no  matter  how  good.  The  order 
should  be  to  require  the  architect  to  put  a 
presentable  exterior  on  an  interior  having 
only  use  in  view  and  not  as  is  so  often  done 
to  require  the  librarian  to  make  the  best  he 
can  of  an  interior  imposed  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  architect's  taste  or  the  demand  of  the 
building  committee  for  a  monumental  struc- 
ture." 

Such  an  anomalous  relationship  between  in- 
terior and  exterior  is  absolutely  opposed  to 


the  fundamental  training  of  the  architect  of 
to-day.  Often  have  I  heard  my  professor  of 
design,  a  Frenchman  of  rare  judgment,  fly 
out  at  a  student  caught  working  on  his  ex- 
terior before  the  interior  was  complete: 
"Work  on  your  plan,  finish  your  plan,  and 
when  that  is  perfect,  the  rest  will  come" 

Architects  of  experience,  who  have  been 
students  of  library  development  in  its  every 
branch,  who  have  followed  the  changes  in 
the  relations  of  the  library  to  the  people,  have 
reached  the  same  conclusions  along  broad 
hues,  as  have  the  librarians,  with  respect  to 
lighting,  access,  oversight  and  administration, 
as  well  as  the  general  correlation  of  universal- 
ly important  departments,  and  it  is  therefore 
my  purpose  to  state  our  relationship  rather 
than  attempt  the  raising  of  issues  on  details 
of  library  arrangement,  and  to  show  if  possi- 
ble, that  the  skilled  architect's  method  of  pro- 
cedure tends  to  settle  mooted  points  by 
weighing  values  and  considering  relations  of 
parts  in  a  logical  and  broad  minded  study  of 
the  particular  set  of  conditions  pertaining  to 
his  problem. 

Either  owing  to  the  size,  shape  or  contour 
of  the  site,  its  particular  exposure,  local  cli- 
matic conditions,  the  particular  character  of 
the  library  itself  or  the  people  whom  it  serves, 
the  problem  presented  to  an  architect  by  a 
library  board  is  always  essentially  a  new  one. 
Certain  fundamental  rules  may  obtain  through 
their  universal  applicability,  but  every  step  in 
the  working  out  of  a  successful  plan  must  be 
influenced  by  the  particular  conditions  re- 
ferred to,  and  here  the  co-operation  of  the  li- 
brarian is  of  inestimable  value  to  the  architect, 
no  matter  how  wide  his  experience  may  be. 

Desired  correlation,  like  most  results,  can 
be  achieved  in  divers  ways,  and  in  mo^t  cases 
nothing  of  utility  need  be  sacrificed  to  secure 
JL  dignified  plan,  which  is  as  much  to  be  de- 
sired as  a  dignified  exterior.  Realizing  the  im- 
portance of  accomplishing  successful  results,  a 
scholarly  architect  will  strive  to  mould  his 
plan  with  an  eye  to  symmetry,  without  losing 
sight  for  an  instant  of  the  conditions  of  use, 
and  never  sacrificing  practical  relationship  to 
gain  an  absolutely  symmetrical  arrangement 
of  plan. 

The  French  architect  will,  if  necessary, 
waste  space  or  inject  needless  rooms  into  his 
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plan  to  secure  perfect  balance,  while  his 
American  student  will  gain  all  the  value  of 
the  eifect  without  diminishing  the  practical 
value  of  his  building  one  iota. 

Along  with  symmetry,  the  logical  develop- 
ment  of  the  plan  in  study  keeps  in  mind  some- 
thing of  the  rough  form  of  the  exterior  de- 
sign, with  particular  reference  to  the  group- 
ing of  its  masses  to  secure  the  maximum  of 
air  and  the  best  light  for  the  various  depart- 
ments. With  the  best  designers,  it  is  an  un- 
written law,  that  the  next  step  after  complet- 
ing a  satisfactory  plan,  is  to  sketch  a  section 
through  the  building,  not  only  to  ensure  a 
proper  proportion  in  the  enclosed  rooms,  but 
most  important  of  all  to  secure  a  system  of 
fenestration,  allowing  wall  space  where  needed 
and  introducing  the  light  as  near  the  top  of 
the  rooms  as  the  finish  will  permit.  Having 
settled  then  all  the  details  of  plans  and  sec- 
tion, wherein  are  comprised  all  of  the  matter 
of  greatest  moment  to  the  practical  librarian, 
it  only  remains  for  the  architect  to  prepare  a 
suitable  exterior  and  I  certainly  agree  with 
my  old  preceptor  that  "it  will  come."  The 
American  people  believe  that  education  is  the 
corner  stone  of  manhood  and  good  citizenship, 
and  next  to  our  public  schools,  if  not  before 
them,  the  most  potent  educational  factor  is 
our  public  library.    The  librarians  are  respon- 


sible in  a  great  measure  for  the  good  work 
which  is  being  accomplished  in  the  dissemina- 
tion of  knowledge  and  culture  among  the  peo- 
ple, but  let  me  ask,  are  we  not  as  responsible 
for  our  share,  as  co-workers  with  them,  to 
perpetuate  in  lasting  masonry  the  best  which 
in  us  lies  for  the  same  great  cause  of  the 
education  of  the  people? 

What  renaissance  has  failed  to  find  litera- 
ture and  architecture  quickened  alike?  The 
awakening  of  a  love  of  the  beautiful  brings 
a  thirst  for  knowledge  concerning  the  beauti- 
ftd ;  as  the  records  will  show,  the  interest  ex- 
cited by  that  marvellous  assemblage  of  ar- 
chitectural masterpieces  at  the  Chicago  Fair, 
created  a  demand  on  the  libraries  almost  be- 
yond belief  for  books  on  architecture  and  the 
allied  arts. 

Every  conscientious  architect  must  feel  his 
responsibility  to  his  clients  as  well  as  to  the 
people  and  strive  he  must,  to  combine  thf 
ideal  in  convenience  with  simple  beauty  in 
design;  my  one  plea  is  that  such  a  combina- 
tion is  not  only  possible,  but  in  intelligent 
hands,  should  be  universal,  and  if  my  beliefs, 
hopes  and  expectations  find  sympathy  with 
you,  I  shall  feel  repaid  in  the  security  of  a 
harmonious  co-operation  between  architect 
and  librarian  in  the  great  work  which 
stretches  ahead  of  us  into  the  future. 


THE  DEPARTMENTAL  LIBRARY. 


By  James  Thayer  Geroulo,  University  of  Missouri,  Columbia. 


'T*  HE  recent  discussion  of  the  departmental 
library  system  at  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago and  the  consequent  restatement  of  the 
position  of  that  university  in  reference  to 
such  libraries,  together  with  the  considera- 
tion of  the  problem  in  the  annual  reports  of 
Dr.  Canfield  and  Mr.  Lane,  have  called  up 
anew  the  question  of  the  expediency  of  the 
system.  Is  the  departmental  library  to  be  a 
permanent  feature  of  the  university  library? 
Is  the  highest  effectiveness  of  a  library  to  be 
secured  by  a  policy  of  decentralization? 

The  public  library  has  answered  the  ques- 
tion, finally,  it  seems,  in  the  affirmative.  Do 
the  arguments  which  have  induced  the  public 
librarian  to  establish  branches  and  delivery 


stations  apply  in  the  case  of  the  university 
library?  Is  the  university  library  of  the  fu- 
ture to  be  housed  in  a  single  building,  or  is  it 
to  be  scattered  about  in  class  rooms  and  lab- 
oratories? To  my  mind,  there  is  no  more 
important  question  of  administration  before 
those  of  us  who  are  tr3ring  to  render  the  tmi- 
versity  library  an  efficient  instrument  of  in- 
struction than  this. 

With  many  librarians  there  is  an  element  of 
necessity  entering  into  the  question.  Mr. 
Lane  is  facing  a  condition  where  the  library 
has  altogether  outgrown  its  building,  and 
some  place  must  be  found  where  books  can  be 
stored  and  used.  The  situation  is  much  the 
same  in  many  other  places.    Shall  the  facili- 
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ties  of  the  library  be  enlarged  by  building  or 
shall  the  books  be  transferred  to  the  various 
departmental  libraries?  Mr.  Lane,  speaking 
for  his  own  library,  says  of  the  latter  alterna- 
tive: "It  would  commit  the  library  to  an  en- 
tirely different  policy  from  what  it  has  pur- 
sued hitherto,  and  such  a  change  would  be  lit- 
tle short  of  a  revolution  for  this  library." 

At  the  University  of  Missouri  we  are  ex- 
pecting in  the  near  future  to  begin  the  con- 
struction of  a  library  building,  but,  before 
adopting  any  definite  plans,  we  are  trying  to 
work  out  the  problems  that  have  just  been 
stated,  and  to  make  ourselves  reasonably  sure 
that  we  are  right  before  we  go  ahead. 

There  are  arguments  enough  on  all  sides  of 
this  question,  of  which  Dr.  Canfield  says  that 
it  has  not  two  sides  only,  but  a  dozen.  We 
must  premise  that  no  two  departments  use 
their  books  in  exactly  the  same  way,  and  that, 
consequently,  methods  of  administration  must 
differ.  It  is  generally  for  the  advantage  of 
all,  for  example,  in  a  university  where  there 
is  a  law  school,  that  the  books  on  private  law 
should  be  separated  from  the  main  collection 
and  treated  as  a  branch  library.  Similarly 
medicine,  theology  and  possibly  a  few  other 
subjects  may  be  withdrawn  and  administered 
separately. 

In  some  of  our  universities  one  or  more  of 
the  departments  are  several  miles  away  from 
the  main  body  of  the  institution.  It  is  ob- 
viously necessary  that  the  books  most  used 
in  those  departments  should  be  near  enough 
so  that  the  students  can  have  access  to  them 
without  too  much  inconvenience  and  loss  of 
time.  In  the  ordinary  institution,  however, 
most  of  the  buildings  are  grouped  in  a  com- 
paratively small  area,  and  it  is  seldom  more 
than  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  most  remote 
building  to  the  library.  In  a  condition  such 
as  this,  and  with  the  exceptions  noted  above, 
I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  univer- 
sity is  best  served  by  a  central  library  con- 
taining the  main  collection,  and  small,  rigidly 
selected  laboratory  libraries  comprising  books 
which  from  their  very  nature  are  most  useful 
in  the  laboratory  as  manuals  of  work. 

The  arguments  generally  advanced  in  favor 
of  the  system  are  these : 

I.  The  instructor  needs  to  be  able  to  refer. 


at  a  moment's  notice,  to  any  book  relating  to 
his  subject. 

2.  The  system  enables  the  instructor  to  keep 
a  more  careful  watch  over  the  reading  of  his 
students. 

3.  The  best  interests  of  the  library  demand 
that  each  division  of  the  library  shall  be  di- 
rectly under  the  eye  of  the  men  most  inter- 
ested in  it,  that  is  to  say,  the  instructors  in 
the  various  departments;  that  they  should 
direct  its  growth  and  watch  over  its  interests. 

That  the  first  and  second  of  these  argu- 
ments have  great  weight  cannot  be  denied, 
but  with  a  properly  constructed  library  build- 
ing and  most  careful  administration  the  re- 
quirements of  both  instructor  and  student  can 
be  met  quite  as  well  by  a  central  system. 

It  is,  of  course,  quite  impossible  for  each 
instructor  to  have  in  his  office  all  the  books 
necessary  for  his  work.  The  duplication 
necessary  for  this  purpose  would  be  imprac- 
ticable even  for  the  most  wealthy  university. 
He  must,  therefore,  go  from  his  office  or  class 
room  to  the  department  library  and  search 
for  the  book  himself.  With  the  confusion 
which  generally  reigns  in  a  library  of  this 
sort,  and  with  the  lack  of  effective  registra- 
tion of  loans,  this  is  quite  often  a  matter  of 
some  difficulty. 

At  Columbia  University  the  office  of  each 
professor  is  in  telephonic  communication  with 
the  central  library.  When  a  book  is  wanted 
the  library  is  notified  by  telephone,  the  book 
is  found  and  sent  out  at  once.  Within  ten 
minutes  from  the  time  that  the  request 
reaches  the  library  the  book  is  generally  in 
the  instructor's  hands.  He  may  lose  two  or 
three  minutes'  time,  but  the  amount  lost  is 
more  than  compensated  by  the  readiness  with 
which  others  can  use  the  books  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  by  other  advantages  to  be  consid- 
ered later.  At  Columbia,  too,  the  system  of 
stack  study  rooms  provides  in  a  very  satis- 
factory way  for  the  second  objection.  There, 
as  many  of  you  have  seen,  the  stacks  are  dis- 
tributed through  a  series  of  small  rooms,  the 
light  side  of  which  is  supplied  with  tables  and 
used  for  study  rooms  and  for  seminar  pur- 
poses. If  the  instructor  can  use  the  depart- 
mental library  for  his  work  room,  he  can  cer- 
tainly use  this  room  to  as  good  advantage,  for 
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here  he  has  the  entire  collection  and  not  a 
selected  few  of  his  books.  I  believe  fully  that 
an  instructor  who  is  sufficiently  interested  in 
the  reading  of  his  students  to  watch  over  it 
carefully  in  his  departmental  library,  will  find 
that  he  is  able  to  keep  just  as  close  a  x elation 
to  it,  if  his  students  are  working  in  a  central 
library.  He  may  be  obliged  to  make  slight 
changes  in  his  methods,  but  the  result  ought 
to  be  the  same. 

The  third  argument  in  favor  of  the  depart- 
mental library  system  is  of  a  different  nature. 
Is  the  librarian  or  the  professor  best  qualified 
to  direct  the  growth  and  watch  over  the  inter- 
ests of  the  different  departments  of  the  libra- 
ry? So  far  as  I  know,  this  argument  is  given 
more  consideration  at  Chicago  than  anywhere 
else.  It  may  be  true,  in  certain  cases,  that  the. 
professor  has  the  greater  qualification  for  this 
work,  but  when  this  is  the  case  it  argues  that 
the  professor  is  an  exceptional  one  or  that  the 
university  has  been  unfortunate  in  the  selec- 
tion of  its  librarian. 

It  is  quite  needless  to  say  that  the  librarian 
should  be  in  constant  conference  with  the 
teaching  force  regarding  purchases,  but  that 
he  should  delegate  all  of  his  powers  of  pur- 
chase in  any  given  field,  admits  of  the  gn*avest 
doubt.  Laude,  in  his  recent  work  on  the 
university  library  system  of  Germany,  at- 
tributes a  great  deal  of  the  success  of  those 
libraries  to  the  fact  that  they  are  independent 
and  autonymous  institutions,  enjoying  a  much 
greater  measure  of  freedom  than  is  accorded 
to  any  similar  American  institution.  Too 
many  professors  are  apt  to  buy  books  in  their 
special  field  and  slight  other  lines  of  research 
in  their  own  subject.  For  example,  a  zoolo- 
gist, who  is  doing  research  work  along  the 
lines  of  embryology,  is  very  apt  to  overload 
the  collection  at  that  point  and  neglect  other 
equally  important  lines. 

Again,  very  few  instructors,  even  granting 
them  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the  work, 
have  the  time  or  patience  for  it.  If  the 
amount  appropriated  to  the  department  is  at 
all  large,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  sum 
is  quite  frequently  unexpended  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Some  interesting  tables,  prepared 
by  Mr.  Winsor  for  his  report  for  the  year 
1894-95,  show  that  in  seven  selected  depart- 


ments the  amount  of  books  ordered,  including 
continuations,  was  only  about  50  per  cent  of 
the  appropriation,  plus  one  quarter,  the  allow- 
ance for  orders  not  filled.  While  this  propor- 
tion would  probably  not  hold  good  in  all  de- 
partments or  in  all  places,  it  exhibits  an  al- 
most uniform  tendency  and  a  tendency  which 
must  be  corrected  if  a  well-rounded  out  li- 
brary is  to  be  secured. 

The  system  of  departmental  control  is  very 
sure  to  create  a  feeling  of  departmental  own- 
ership, a  feeling  that  the  books,  bought  out 
of  the  moneys  appropriated  to  a  particular  b- 
brary,  should  remain  permanently  in  that 
library,  and  that  any  one  from  outside  who 
wishes  to  use  the  books  is  more  or  less  of  an 
intruder.  Pin  any  one  of  these  men  down, 
and  they  will  admit  that  the  books  are  for  the 
use  of  all,  but  the  feeling  exists,  notwith- 
standing, and  IS  the  cause  of  constant  friction. 

The  departmental  library  renders  the  books 
difficult  of  access.  If  the  library  is  large 
enough  to  warrant  the  setting  apart  of  a 
separate  room  for  its  use,  this  room  can  sel- 
dom be  open  for  as  large  a  portion  of  the 
day  as  the  central  library,  and  when  it  is  open 
the  books  cannot  be  obtained  as  readily  by  the 
great  body  of  the  students  as  if  they  were  in 
a  central  building.  Most  students  are  work- 
ing in  several  lines  at  once.  They  are  com- 
pelled, by  this  system,  to  go  from  one  room 
to  another,  and  to  accommodate  themselves 
to  differing  hours  of  opening  and  to  varjring 
rules  for  the  use  of  the  books.  Then,  too, 
it  frequently  happens  in  the  case  of  small  li- 
braries that  the  books  are  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  head  of  the  department,  and  can  only 
be  consulted  when  he  is  in  his  office  and  at 
liberty.  The  difficulty  is  here  greatly  in- 
creased. I  know  of  cases  where  even  the  in- 
structors in  the  same  department  have  found 
difficulty  in  getting  at  the  books,  and  the  li- 
brary was,  in  effect,  a  private  library  for  the 
head  professor,  supported  out  of  university 
funds.  If  instructors  cannot  use  the  books, 
how  can  the  student  be  expected  to  do  so? 

There  is  a  sentiment,  false,  perhaps,  but 
nevertheless  existing  in  the  minds  of  many 
students,  that  any  attempt  to  use  the  books 
under  these  circumstances  is  an  endeavor  to 
curry  favor  with  the  professor.    This  feeling 
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)t  exist  in  connection  with  the  use  of 
>ks  at  a  central  library, 
book  in  a  departtnental  library  is 
by  a  student  in  another  de^rtment, 
;t  either  go  to  the  department  and  put 
todian  to  the  inconvenience  of  looking 
)r  him,  or  he  must  wait  at  the  central 
while  a  messenger  goes  for  the  book, 
ed  of  the  book  must  be  very  preising 
he  will  do  either. 

le  different  fields  of  knowledge  were 
'  defined,  the  departmental  system 
)e  a  practicable  one,  but  such  is  not  the 
The  psychologist  needs  books  bearing 
osophy,  sociology,  zoology  and  physics, 
iologist  gathers  his  data  from  almost 
lole  field  of  human  knowledge,  the 
list  must  use  books  on  history  and  the 
m  books  on  economics.  The  system 
*s  him  exceedingly  in  the  selection  and 
his  material,  or  it  compels  the  univer- 
purchase  a  large  body  of  duplicate  ma- 
and  restricts,  by  so  much,  the  growth 
real  resources  of  the  library, 
system,  it  seems  to  me,  induces  nar- 
s  of  vision  and  a  sort  of  specialization 
is  anything  but  scientific.  Trending 
same  direction  is  the  separation  of  the 
in  any  given  field,  into  two  categories, 
idergraduate  may  need  some  such  se- 
but  any  student  who  has  gone  beyond 
tnents  of  his  subject  should  have  at  his 
nd  the  entire  resources  of  the  library. 
»eds  of  the  elementary  student  can  be 
'  direct  reference  to  certain  books,  or 
ing  aside  the  volumes  required  as  spe- 
Ference  books  and  allowing  free  access 
n. 

rge  amount  of  our  most  valuable  ma- 
is  found  in  the  publications  of  scien- 
id  literary  societies  and  in  periodicals, 
ly  cases  these  must  be  kept  at  the  cen- 
)rary.  They  will  be  much  more  fre- 
'•  read  if  the  readers  are  using  the  cen- 
rary  and  availing  themselves  of  the  in- 
ion  given  in  the  catalog. 
1  the  administrative  point  of  view, 
s  nothing  impossible  in  the  organiza- 
the  departmental  system,  provided  that 
s  of  the  library  admit  of  the  increased 
iture.  As  Mr.  Bishop  has  pointed  out 
icent  number  of  the  Library   Journal, 


the  element  of  cost  seems  to  have  been  ut- 
terly left  out  of  consideration  in  the  recent 
discussions  at  the  University  of  Cfucago.  It 
is  possible  thit,  with  the  immense  resources 
of  that  institution,  they  may  be  able  to  ignore 
that  factor,  but  most  of  us  are  compelled  to 
reduce  administrative  expenditures  to  the 
lowest  point  consistent  w^th  good  work. 

Aside  from  the  cost  of  the  duplication  of 
f>ooks  already  noted,  necesntated  by  the  di- 
vision of  the  books  among  the  <fiff^ent  de- 
partments, there  are  the  items  of  space  and 
labor  to  be  considered.  It  needs  no  argument 
to  show  that  there  is  a  great  economy  of 
space  gained  by  the  consolidation  of  all  libra- 
ries, with  the  exceptions  previously  referred 
to,  into  one  central  building.  An  entire  room 
is  frequently  given  up  to  a  departmental  li- 
brary of  three  or  four  hundred  volumes,  when 
a  few  extra  shelves  and  possibly  a  slight  in- 
crease in  the  seating  capacity  of  the  reading 
room  would  accommodate  it  in  the  central 
library.  The  cost  of  maintenance,  of  heating 
and  of  lighting  is  also  undoubtedly  greater 
under  the  departmental  arrangement 

The  greatest  increase  in  expense  is,  how- 
ever, in  the  item  of  service.  In  order  prop- 
erly to  control  a  branch  of  this  sort,  an  em- 
ploye of  the  library  must  be  in  constant  at- 
tendance. The  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
such  a  position  are  so  small  that  only  the 
lowest  paid  grade  of  service  can  be  employed 
with  economy.  The  amount  necessary  to  pay 
the  salaries  of  such  persons  could,  with  much 
greater  advantage  to  the  whole  institution,  be 
used  for  the  employment  of  a  few  specialists, 
highly  trained  in  different  lines,  who  would 
act  as  reference  librarians  in  their  respective 
fields.  Our  American  libraries  are,  as  a 
class,  compared  with  those  of  foreign  univer- 
sities, singularly  deficient  in  this  quality  of 
assistance.  Sooner  or  later  we  must  supply 
this  lack,  and  every  move  which  tends  in  an- 
other direction  must  be  examined  with  care. 

The  university  library  exists  for  the  whole 
university  —  all  of  it  for  the  whole  university. 
In  an  ideal  condition,  every  book  in  it  should 
be  available,  at  a  moment's  notice,  if  it  is  not 
actually  in  use.  This  should  be  our  aim,  and 
it  should  be  from  this  viewpoint  that  we 
should  judge  the  efiiciency  of  our  administra- 
tion and  the  value  of  any  proposed  change. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR  AN  ANNUAL  UST  OF  AMERICAN  THESES  FOR  THE 

DEGREE  OF  DOCTOR  OF  PHILOSOPHY. 

By  William  Warner  Bishop^  Polytechnic  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y, 


r^RADUATE  instruction  and  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  philosophy  as  its  reward  are 
not  so  novel  and  recent  in  America  as  to  call 
for  either  explanation  or  definition.  Neither 
are  they  so  old  as  to  require  a  history.  Most 
of  us  can  well  remember  when  it  became  a 
common  thing  for  American  universities  to 
have  numerous  candidates  for  the  doctorate. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  several  hundred 
students  in  our  universities  who  are  candi- 
dates for  the  doctor's  degree  and  the  number 
is  increasing  rapidly. 

A  degree  implies  a  dissertation,  or,  as  it  is 
more  commonly  and  less  correctly  termed,  a 
thesis.  I  need  not  here  express  any  opinion 
as  to  the  merits  or  defects  of  these  documents 
as  a  class.  What  I  wish  to  speak  of  is 
their  value  to  university  and  college  libraries, 
and  the  difficulty  of  discovering  what  dis- 
sertations are  produced  annually,  and,  for 
reference  libraries,  of  procuring  them  when 
discovered.  I  presume  the  librarian  who 
knows  the  specialist's  insatiate  greed  for  dis- 
sertations, programmen,  and  small  pamphlets 
generally  will  need  no  words  of  mine  to  bring 
home  to  him  the  need  of  procuring  as  many 
of  these  documents  as  he  can.  Whatever  we 
may  say  in  derogation  of  doctors'  disserta- 
tions—  and  they  have  their  faults  —  they  at 
least  represent  long-continued  and  careful 
investigation  under  supposedly  competent  di- 
rection, and  the  specialist  must  have  them. 

It  is  a  comparatively  easy  task  to  get 
him  German  and  other  foreign  disseilations. 
The  new  ones  are  listed  annually  and  the  old 
ones  load  the  shelves  of  the  second-hand 
stores  of  Europe.  But  to  find  what  is  being 
produced  here  in  this  country  is  by  no  means 
a  simple  undertaking.  And  it  behooves  us, 
unless  we  tacitly  admit  that  our  American 
dissertations  are  not  worth  having,  to  take 
some  steps  toward  bettering  the  present  sit- 
uation. 


In  order  to  ascertain  the  exact  condition  of 
things  I  have  selected  fifteen  representative 
institutions  which  confer  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Philosophy  and  have  studied  their  re- 
quirements and  conducted  some  correspon- 
dence with  their  librarians.  These  institu- 
tions have  been  selected  purely  as  represent- 
ing various  geographical  and  educational  con- 
ditions, and  omissions  from  the  list  are  not 
to  be  taken  in  malam  partem.  They  are:  (i) 
Brown,  (2)  Bryn  Mawr,  (3)  California,  ^4) 
Chicago,  (s)  Columbia,  (6)  Cornell,  (7) 
Harvard,  (8)  Johns  Hopkins,  (9)  Michigan, 
Uo)  Nebraska,  (11)  Pennsylvania,  (12) 
Princeton,  (13)  Stanford,  (14)  Wisconsin, 
and  (is)  Yale. 

The  majority  of  these  universities  require 
that  before  the  degree  is  conferred  the  thesis 
shall  be  printed  and  a  fixed  number  of  copies, 
ranging  from  50  to  250,  shall  be  deposited 
with  some  officer  of  the  university  or  in  the 
library.    The  statistics  are  as  follows: 

California  requires  150  copies. 

Chicago  requires  100  copies.  "Accepted 
theses  become  the  property  of  the  university." 

Columbia  requires  150  copies. 

Cornell  requires  50  copies. 

Michigan  requires  150  copies. 

Nebraska  requires  150  copies. 

Pennsylvania  requires  250  copies. 

Stanford  requires  100  copies. 

Wisconsin  requires  100  copies. 

Two  institutions,  Bryn  Mawr  and  Prince- 
ton, require  the  printing  of  the  thesis,  but 
make  no  requirement,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  catalogs,  that  there  shall  be 
any  deposit  of  copies. 

Johns  Hopkins  and  Pennsylvania  allow  the 
thesis  to  be  either  written  or  printed;  if 
printed,  Johns  Hopkins  requires  the  deposit 
of  150  copies,  Pennsylvania  of  250,  except  un- 
der certain  conditions  which  will  appear  later. 

Brown  makes  no  requirement  for  deport 
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or  for  printing.  Harvard  provides  that  one 
copy  either  printed  or  written  must  be  de- 
posited in  the  library.  Yale  requires  that  the 
"thesis  must  be  deposited  at  the  library  for 
public  inspection  not  later  than  May  ist"  of 
the  year  in  which  the  candidate  expects  to  de- 
ceive the  degree. 

Of  these  universities  two  only,  Brown  and 
California,  print  the  titles  of  theses  in  the 
university  catalog. 

The  foregoing  statements  are  taken  from 
the  annual  catalogs  for  1899- 1900  of  the  uni- 
versities named,  except  in  the  case  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  statement  made  in  the 
catalog  is  supplemented  from  a  letter  received 
from  the  Dean. 

Although  I  presumed  that  most  of  the 
copies  deposited  in  the  libraries  of  the  uni- 
versities were  used  for  exchange,  I  wrote 
to  the  librarians  of  those  universities  which 
require  the  deposit  of  a  number  of  printed 
copies,  making  inquiry  regarding  their  sys- 
tems of  exchange  and  provisions  for  the  sale 
of  copies  not  exchanged.  I  received  replies 
from  almost  all.  [These  letters  were  read, 
the  common  condition  being  shown  to  be  that 
most  of  the  copies  received  by  the  libraries 
were  exchanged  with  foreign  institutions  and 
other  American  universities.  Varying  condi- 
tions ranging  from  a  refusal  to  sell  any  copies 
to  a  free  distribution  of  copies  not  exchanged, 
was  found  to  exist  with  regard  to  sale  of 
theses  by  the  libraries.] 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  replies  that,  if 
a  library  does  not  happen  to  be  on  the  ex- 
change list  of  the  university  in  which  a  thesis 
is  written,  and  if  the  thesis  is  not  printed  in 
some  journal  or  in  the  proceedings  cf  some 
learned  society,  such  a  library  stands  very 
little  chance  either  of  learning  of  the  pub- 
lication of  a  thesis  or  of  procuring  it  from 
the  author  or  from  the  university.  That  this 
is  not  much  of  an  affliction  in  most  cases  I 
cheerfully  admit.  Still  the  small  colleges 
which  deliberately  refuse  to  attempt  gradu- 
ate work  —  and,  be  it   said  to  their  honor, 


there  are  not  a  few  of  these  —  and  the  large 
reference  libraries  which  do  not  publish,  have 
as  much  need  of  certain  theses  as  the  large 
universities,  and  they  have  no  means  of  get- 
tmg  them  easily. 

It  appears  to  me.  and  I  trust  to  you,  that, 
if  our  American  dissertations  are  worth  any- 
thing, if  they  are  valuable  enough  to  preserve, 
if  they  are  real  contributions  to  knowledge  — 
and  I  believe  that  they  are  all  of  these  —  then 
it  is  worth  while  to  secure  the  publication  of 
some  list  which  will  tell  librarians  and  spe- 
cialists where  to  go  to  get  copies,  either 
from  the  author  or  from  the  university.  It 
should  not  be  difficult  to  secure  co-operation 
in  this  matter.  The  number  of  theses  printed 
and  deposited  in  any  one  university  in  any  one 
year  is  not  large,  and  it  certainly  would  not 
be  a  burden  of  alarming  proportions  to  send 
titles  to  some  central  bureau.  The  difficulty 
will  be  to  secure  an  editor  and  the  ftmds  for 
publishing  the  list  It  would  seem  to  me  that 
some  one  of  the  large  institutions  whose  li- 
braries publish  btdletins  and  other  matter, 
or  possibly  the  Library  of  Congress  might 
assume  the  expense  as  a  matter  of  patriotic 
service  to  learning  in  the  United  States.  And 
it  might  not  be  out  of  place  for  this  section, 
should  it  care  to  follow  up  the  matter,  to 
enter  into  communication  with  them  on  the 
subject  It  might  be  also,  that  some  enter- 
prising publisher  wotdd  be  glad  to  undertake 
the  task  of  both  editing  and  publishit'g,  if  it 
could  be  shown  him  that  he  would  thus  do  a 
favor  to  American  libraries. 

One  final  word  should  be  said  before  clos- 
ing. The  inevitable  delays  incident  to  the 
publication  of  such  a  list  wotdd  be  more  than 
offset  by  the  delays  in  publishing  theses. 
Many  a  man  is  called  "Doctor"  who  has  never 
received  his  diploma  for  that  degree  because 
his  thesis  remains  unpublished.  The  laxity 
in  this  matter  in  some  quarters  is  very  great. 
It  may  be  that  such  a  publication  of  titles  as 
I  have  proposed  might  perceptibly  hasten  the 
publication  of  theses. 
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OPPORTUNITIES. 


Bt  G&atia  Countxyman,  Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Public  Library. 


T  F  I  were  to  sum  up  in  these  short  moments 
the  0pportiinkies  which  lie  before  lihnuy 
worlf^ers.  it  would  have  to  be  an  epitome  of 
all  that  has  been  said  at  this  conference  and 
all  previous  confesences,  and  of  all  that  has 
been  written  on  library  extension  and  influ- 
ence. Even  then  the  oi^wrtunity  which  lies 
before  you  might  not  even  be  mentioned. 

I  will  not  even  try  to  enumerate  the  almost 
endless  ways  in  which  library  usefulness  may 
express  itself,  for  these  various  ways  are, 
after  all,  only  different  directions  in  which  to 
use  our  one  great  opportunity  of  service  to 
mankind. 

May  we  not  think  of  a  library  as  a  dyntL- 
mic  force  in  the  community,  to  be  used  for 
lifting  the  common  level.  There  are  so  many 
forces  at  work  in  the  nation  pulling  down 
and  scattering ;  but  the  hundreds  of  large  and 
small  libraries  dotted  over  the  country  stand 
for  social  regeneration,  stand  for  the  build- 
ing up  and  perfecting  of  human  society,  stand 
for  the  joy  and  happiness  of  individual  lives. 
And  no  matter  how  limited  seems  our  own 
small  field,  it  is  a  piece  of  the  great  domain 
of  helpful  activity. 

It  is  not  always  easy,  after  a  hard  and  tire- 
some day  of  small  and  perplexing  duties,  to 
see  beyond  our  wall  of  weariness.  Yet  noth- 
ing is  more  restful  than  to  feel  that  we  are 
contributing  our  part  to  a  great  work,  and 
that  we,  in  our  place,  are  a  part  of  one  of  the 
great  building-up  movements  of  the  century. 

I  will  not  soon  forget  what  Mr.  Lane  said 
in  his  president's  address  at  the  Atlanta  con- 
ference. I  would  like  to  quote  largely,  but 
this  sentence  serves.  He  said :  "What  a  priv- 
ilege that  we  are  always  free  to  place  our- 
selves at  the  service  of  another.  Most  pro- 
fessions are  so  engrossed  by  their  own  work 
that  they  have  no  time  to  serve  the  needs  of 
others,  but  it  is  the  business  of  the  librarian 
to  serve.    He  is  paid  for  know^ing  how." 

It  is  peculiarly  true  that  the  librarian's 
business  is  to  put  himself  and  the  library  un- 
der his  custody  at  the  complete  disposal  of 


the  people.  It  is  his  business  to  watch  their 
interests  and  to  think  in  advance  for  their 
needs. 

The  librarian  must  have,  in  Mrs.  Brown- 
ing's words, 

**.    .    .    both  head  and  hart; 
Both  actJTe,  both  complete  and  both  ia  drmtL" 

Our  opportunities,  then,  are  not  something 
which  lie  to  one  side,  to  be  espedaUy  thooght 
of,  but  are  the  very  heart  of  our  business— 
of  our  profession. 

I  have  been  wondering  if  there  is  not  an 
element  of  discouragement  to  the  librarian  of 
the  small  library,  in  such  a  conference  as  this, 
or  even  to  us  who  fill  subordinate  places  in 
large  libraries.  We  get  so  mainy  new  ideas, 
we  get  so  many  plans  which  other  libraries 
are  putting  into  operation.  We  know  we  can- 
not put  them  into  practice,  we  know  well 
enough  that  we  shall  go  home  and  do  just 
what  we  have  been  doing,  with  small  quar- 
ters, with  cramped  revenues,  with  possibly 
unsympathetic  trustees  who  take  unkindly  to 
our  new-bom  enthusiasm.  There  seems  to  be 
the  possibility  of  so  much,  but  the  opportunity 
for  doing  so  little,  and  then  our  limitations 
seem  more  apparent  than  our  opportunities. 
The  assistant  in  the  larger  library  says,  "I 
wish  I  could  be  the  librarian  of  a  small  li- 
brary, they  have  so  much  better  an  oppor- 
tunity for  coming  into  close  contact  with  the 
people,"  and  the  librarian  of  the  little  li- 
brary who  does  her  own  accessioning,  cata- 
loging, record  keeping,  charging,  reference 
work,  etc.,  with  one  brain  and  one  pair  of 
hands,  says,  "Oh,  if  we  were  only  a  little 
larger  library,  with  more  money,  and  with 
more  help,  I  might  do  so  many  things  that 
other  libraries  do." 

Carlyle  says,  "Not  what  I  have,  but  what 
I  do,  is  my  kingdom,"  and  I  take  that  to 
mean  in  librar>'  w^ork  that  my  opportunity  is 
not  what  I  could  do  if  I  held  some  other  po- 
sition in  some  other  library,  but  what  I  can  do 
under  present  conditions  with  present  means. 
Success  does  not  He  with  those  who  contin- 
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ually  wish  for  something  they  haven't  got, 
but  with  those  who  do  the  best  possible  thing 
with  the  things  they  have.  "It  is  not  so  much 
the  ship  as  the  skilful  sailing  that  assures  a 
prosperous  voyage."  It  is  not  so  much  a 
great  collection  of  books  and  a  fine  technical 
organization  as  the  personal  character  of  the 
man  or  woman  who  stands  as  a  bridge  be- 
tween the  books  and  the  people.  Your  op- 
portunity and  mine  does  not  lie  in  our  cir- 
cumstances, but  in  ourselves,  and  in  our  abil- 
ity to  see  and  to  grasp  the  coveted  oppor- 
tunity. We  are  reminded  of  the  pious  darkey 
who  prayed  every  night  just  before  Christ- 
mas, "Dear  Lord,  send  dis  darkey  a  turkey." 
Christmas  came  dangerously  near,  and  there 
was  no  prospect  of  a  turkey.  So  the  night 
before  Christmas  he  grew  desperate,  and 
prayed,  "Dear  Lord,  send  dis  darkey  to  a  tur- 
key." That  night  the  turkey  came.  Even  so 
it  is  with  our  opporttmities. 

There  are  three  classes  of  people  toward 
whom  the  library  has  a  special  mission:  the 
children,  the  foreigner,  and  the  working  classes. 

I.  As  to  the  children,  we  have  been  hearing 
considerably  about  them  in  this  conference. 
Mr.  Hutchins  in  the  Wisconsin  meeting  said 
that  a  good  book  did  more  good  in  a  country 
boy's  home  than  in  the  city  boy's.  When  the 
country  boy  takes  a  book  home  he  and  all  his 
family  devour  it,  but  the  town  boy  reads  his 
book  and  exchanges  it,  and  no  one  in  the 
house  perhaps  even  knows  that  he  has  read 
it  Well,  that  is  a  subject  for  thought.  If 
his  family  or  teachers  do  not  watch  his  read- 
ing, it  becomes  a  serious  thing  for  the  libra- 
rian who  chooses  and  buys  his  books  for  him. 
Perhaps  the  library  is  not  large  enough  to 
have  a  children's  department  or  to  send  books 
into  the  schools,  or  to  do  any  specialized 
children's  work,  but  it  can  make  judicious 
selection  of  books,  and  being  small  can  know 
individual  cases  among  the  children.  It  is 
not  so  hard  to  find  out  the  children  one  by 
one  who  need  some  care  and  interest,  to  learn 
their  names  and  to  find  out  something  about 
their  families.  They  say  that  letters  cut  light- 
ly in  the  bark  of  a  sapling  show  even  more 
plainly  in  the  grown  tree.  A  boy  whom  no 
one  has  reached  comes  into  your  library.  By 
a  little  watchful  care  he  reads  some  wonder- 
ful life,  learns  some  of  the  marvellous  forces 


in  God's  creation,  opens  his  eyes  to  tl^  low- 
ing sunsets  or  to  the  springing  blades  of 
grass;  suddenly  knows  the  dignity  of  human 
nature  and  his  own  growing  self.  His  aspir- 
ations are  bom,  his  ambition  is  awakened, 
his  life  is  changed  Library  records  have  not 
one,  but  many  such  cases. 

The  home  library  is  a  method  of  reaching 
children  which  is  not  used  enough  by  the 
smaller  libraries.  Branches  and  stations  may 
not  be  practicable,  but  a  group  of  15  to  25 
books  taken  into  sections  of  a  town  by  some 
friendly  woman,  on  the  plan  of  the  home  li- 
braries, could  be  carried  out  in  almost  any 
town.  The  librarian  might  not  have  time,  but 
she  could  find  people  who  would  do  it,  if  she 
set  the  work  to  going. 

2.  As  to  the  foreigners,  Europe  has  used 
us  for  a  dumping  ground  for  considerable 
moral  and  political  refuse.  We  have  the 
problem  of  making  good  citizens  out  of  much 
wretched  material,  and  next  to  the  children 
there  is  no  greater  opportunity  for  the  library. 
Even  the  smallest  library  ought  to  study  ways 
and  means  of  getting  at  the  foreign  element. 
It  would  almost  pay  to  make  a  canvass  of  the 
town,  to  see  that  these  people  are  reached  and 
that  they  know  about  the  library.  If  books 
in  their  own  language  are  necessary  to  draw 
them,  then  it  is  the  best  investment  you  can 
make. 

3.  But  in  reality  the  library  does  its  great 
work  among  the  mass  of  common  working 
people.  It  is  the  quiet  side  which  makes  no 
showing,  but  it  has  always  been  the  telling 
side.  From  the  common  people  spring  most 
of  our  readers.  They  do  our  work,  they  fight 
our  battles,  they  need  our  inspiration.  For 
them  you  make  your  libraries  attractive,  for 
them  you  make  careful  selections  of  books  — 
the  student  does  not  need  your  pains  —  for 
their  sake  you  identify  yourself  with  every 
local  interest.  You  fix  your  hours  for  open- 
ing and  closing  to  accommodate  these  work- 
ing people.  You  make  your  rules  and  regu- 
lations just  as  elastic  as  possible,  that  they 
may  not  be  debarred  from  any  privilege.  They 
do  not  ask  favors,  but  after  all  this  great  mass 
of  common  people  whose  lives  are  more  or 
less  barren  and  empty  are  the  ones  to  which 
the  library  caters  in  a  quiet,  unadvertised  way. 
It  is  the  great  opportunity  which  we  scarcely 


54 


WAUKESHA  CONFERENCE. 


think  of  as  an  opportunity  at  all.  It  is  just  the 
daily  routine.  Millions  of  people  know  little 
more  tlu^i  a  mechanical  life,  what  they  shall 
eat,  drink  and  wear.  Many  can  touch 
their  horizons  all  around  with  a  sweep  of 
their  hands,  so  narrow  is  their  circle.  They 
live  in  the  basements  of  their  spiritual  tem- 
ples, and  never  rise  to  the  level  of  their  best 
ability.  They  have  no  joy  of  life,  of  abundant 
life.  The  library  performs  a  great  service  to 
society  when  it  has  furnished  information  to 
the  people,  when  it  has  been  an  educational 
factor,  but  it  has  performed  a  greater  one 
when  it  has  awakened  a  man  and  put  him  into 
possession  of  his  own  powers. 


Well,  this  is  not  a  very  specific  setting 
forth  of  the  ways  in  which  we  can  extend  the 
work  of  a  small  library.  The  way  must  vary 
greatly  with  the  conditions,  but  the  spirit  of 
the  work  runs  through  all  conditions.  If  I 
should  name  the  qualifications  of  a  good  li^ 
brarian,  I  would  give  them  in  the  following 
order,  according  to  importance: 

1.  Genuine  diaracter,  with  broad  natvual 
sympathies. 

2.  Courteous,  kindly  manners. 

3.  Education,  general  and  technical. 

Any  such  librarian,  with  only  a  &urly 
equipped  library,  will  find  her  opportunity  at 
her  hand. 


SOME  PRINCIPLES  OF  BOOK  AND  PICTURE  SELECTION. 
By  G.  E.  Wire,  M.D.,  LL.B.,  Worcester  County  (Mass,)  Law  Library, 


I.  Books  and  pictures  should  be  suited  to 
the  constituency.  —  This  may  seem  so  trite,  so 
self-evident  as  to  need  no  statement,  much 
less  any  argument  to  support  it.  But  on  sober 
second  thought,  all  will  agree  that  it  needs 
constant  reiteration  and  appreciation.  All  of 
us  are  familiar  with  libraries  —  of  course  not 
our  own  —  in  which  we  detect  glaring  incon- 
sistencies in  book  selection.  The  story  used 
to  be  told  of  one  library  commission  that  in 
its  first  epoch  it  used  to  send  the  books  on 
agriculture  to  the  sea-coast,  and  books  on 
fish  curing  to  the  hill  country.  This  is  now 
strenuously  denied  but  there  may  be  more 
truth  than  poetry  in  it  after  all. 

In  the  case  of  large,  50,000  v.  libraries  and 
over,  less  care  need  be  taken,  both  on  ac- 
cotmt  of  expenditure  of  money  and  on  account 
of  worthlessness  of  the  book  itself.  A  few 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  rubbish,  more  or 
less,  does  not  count  and  almost  any  book 
no  matter  how  poor  comes  in  use  some  time. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  small,  5000  v.  library  or 
under,  with  little  money  to  expend  and  the 
whole  realm  of  knowledge  to  cover,  it  is  dif- 
ferent. Of  course  the  covering  will  be  scan- 
ty and  thin,  but  it  will  do  for  the  first  layer. 
They  should  buy  but  few  books  in  philosophy 
and  religion,  more  in  sociology,  only  the 
latest  and  most  popular  in  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, comparatively  fewer  in  literature  and 
more  in  history,  biography  and  travel. 


Of  course  fiction,  adult  and  juvenile,  must 
also  be  bought  and  at  first  a  disproportionately 
larger  amount  in  many  cases.  Too  much  re- 
liance should  not  be  placed  on  whiat  some 
larger  library  has  or  on  what  the  neighboring 
library  has. 

Avoid  imitation  and  duplication,  especially 
the  latter.  Now  that  inter-library  loans  are 
coming  in,  each  small  library  in  the  more 
thickly  settled  portions  of  the  country  may  be 
able  to  supplement  its  neighbor.  Travelling 
libraries  should  also  help  out  the  smaller  li- 
braries which  can  ill  afford  to  sink  a  large 
part  of  their  annual  book-fund  in  evanescent 
fiction,  which  soon  moulds  on  the  shelves. 

As  the  commissions  become  better  organ- 
ized, they  should  also  be  able  to  send  ex- 
pensive reference  works  for  the  use  of  study 
clubs,  and  so  help  the  small  libraries  all  the 
more. 

The  needs  of  the  constituency  should  be 
carefully  studied  and  the  most  pressing  should 
be  attended  to  at  first,  others  can  wait  As 
to  buying  technical  books  for  those  engaged 
in  manufacturing,  I  think  a  more  conserva- 
tive policy  is  now  favored.  Better  wait  a 
while  and  feel  your  way  before  spending  much 
on  these  high  priced  books  which  rapidly  go 
out  of  date.  Theoretically  the  operatives  of  a 
cotton  mill  should  be  much  interested  in  all 
that  relates  to  cotton,  but  practically  when 
their  hours  of  drudgery  are  over  they  arc 
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more  inclined  to  a  novel,  if  inclined  to  read 
anything.  And  how  much  encouragement  have 
they  to  read  in  most  factories?  Better  begin 
with  the  owners,  who  may  be  on  your  board, 
or  the  superintendent,  who  may  live  on  your 
street  As  liberal  purchases  as  possible 
should  be  made  in  reference  books  —  always 
selecting  the  latest  and  freshest  to  start  on. 
For  example  Seyffert's  "Antiquities,"  Bul- 
finch's  "Age  of  fable,"  and  Murray's  "My- 
thology" will  serve  better  than  Smith's  books, 
now  out  of  date  and  expensive  beyond  all 
return  for  the  money  invested  in  them.  More 
will  be  said  along  this  line  under  head  of 
cost.  Of  course  in  a  library  of  this  size,  no 
foreign  books  should  be  bought  other  than 
perhaps  some  fiction. 

I  thoroughly  believe  in  America  for  Amer- 
icans. Foreigners  would  not  buy  our  books 
under  the  same  circumstances  and  why  should 
we  buy  theirs?  Reciprocity  is  good  policy. 
Even  in  the  case  of  English  books  most  of 
those  on  geology,  botany,  zoology,  on  fishing 
and  hunting,  are  valueless  to  us,  by  reason  of 
climatic,  or  other  local  conditions.  Their  lo- 
cal history  and  antiquities  are  quite  as  un- 
profitable for  most  of  our  public  libraries. 

2.  As  to  the  matter  of  outside  experts, — 
Most  of  us  have  seen  bad  examples  of  the 
work  of  outside  experts,  in  fact  I  think  we  are 
safe  in  saying  there  are  more  bad  than  good 
examples.  In  the  case  of  arts  and  sciences 
it  is  quite  the  fashion  to  refer  the  book  list 
to  the  nearest  high  school  or  college  profes- 
sor, with  the  idea  that  in  his  line  he  knows 
all  there  is  to  be  known  about  these  books. 
In  some  cases  he  is  practically  given  carte 
blanche  and  his  selection  is  bought  without 
a  murmur.  The  natural  consequence  is  that 
in  many  libraries  are  to  be  found  high  priced 
technical  works  of  momentary  interest,  fit 
only  for  class-room  or  laboratory  use,  too  deep 
for  general  reading  and  soon  out  of  date. 
Most  of  these  so-called  experts  are  not  even 
competent  to  select  works  for  their  own  de- 
partment, let  alone  the  public  library. 

Personal  bias,  the  quarrels  of  investigators, 
loyalty  to  instructors,  jealousy  of  other  work- 
ers in  the  same  lines  are  powerful  factors 
which  far  outweigh  the  question  of  real  merit. 
In  New  England  many  of  the  libraries  are 
overloaded   with  good,  blue,  orthodox  the- 


ology, bought  on  the  suggestion  and  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  dominie  who  was  on  the  li- 
brary committee.  It  was  a  glorious  oppor* 
tunity  for  him  and  it  has  rarely  been  ne- 
glected. These  libraries  are  now  really  ad- 
dicted to  this  habit;  it  has  become  a  species 
of  intoxication  with  them  and  they  continue 
the  pernicious  practice. 

3.  Choice  by  committee.  —  One  of  the  latest 
fads  is  selection  by  voting  or  by  committee. 
This  usually  results  in  a  mediocre  selection,  all 
the  really  good  books  or  pictures  being  left 
out,  or  else  a  preponderance  of  votes  for  a 
few  favorites.  Votmg  choice  is  seen  in  the 
list  of  books  sent  out  each  year  from  New 
York  State  Library  as  a  result  of  voting  by 
members  of  the  New  York  State  Library  As- 
sociation. This  is  a  list  of  the  50  best  books 
for  a  village  library  from  a  list  of  50U  books, 
including  fiction,  adult  and  juvenile.  Of 
course  fiction  takes  a  large  per  cent,  while 
the  remaining  few  books  make  a  most  patchy 
lot  The  first  list  is  too  large  and  the  last 
list  is  too  small.  Another  publication  by  the 
Regents  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  a  list 
of  pictures  for  schools  —  not  so  much  selected 
as  neglected  by  a  jury  of  75  persons.  Between 
religious  prejudice,  prudishness,  peace  policy 
and  finical  art  criticism  only  the  husks  of 
architecture  and  stately  ruins  are  left  for 
the  youths  of  the  Empire  State  to  gaz?  upon. 
Think  of  leaving  out  the  "Sistine  Madonna," 
"1807,"  "Christ  in  the  Temple,"  "Queen 
Louise"  and  the  "Horse  fair."  Some  of  these 
were  omitted  in  cold  blood  because  they  were 
"poor  and  popular"  and  "pupils  would  like 
them  and  should  not'*  Most  of  us,  however, 
have  gotten  beyond  the  idea  of  trjring  to  make 
people  read  George  Eliot  when  they  want 
Mary  Jane  Holmes.  Nothing  I  have  seen  in 
the  nature  of  criticism  is  so  cold,  hard  and  re- 
pelling as  this.  It  is  to  be  hoped  no  other 
state  will  follow  this  example,  but  that  is 
just  the  perniciousness  of  such  lists  made  out 
by  people  who  are  supposed  to  be  experts, 
but  who  too  often  fail  worse  than  common 
mortals.  This  whole  matter  of  selection  by 
committee  is  virtually  begging  the  question  of 
individual  responsibility. 

4.  Choice  by  librarian  experts.  —  This  seems 
to  be  the  most  satisfactory  solution  of  Uie 
problem.    It  is  tme  that  many  if  not  most 
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ot  the  existing  small  (5000-10^000)  libra- 
ries liaye  not  or  can  not  afford  a  trained  li- 
brarian. But  it  is  also  true  that  more  and 
more  are  employing  trained  people  as  organ- 
izers and  an  increasing  number  are  retaining 
their  organizer  as  librarian.  It  is  their  study 
and  their  business  to  know  what  books  are 
best  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  community. 
Even  should  we  go  beyond  that  into  the  larger 
public  library,  the  reference  library  or  the 
college  library  I  still  hold  that  the  librarian, is 
the  best  judge  of  books  for  the  library.  His 
taste  is  sure  to  be  more  catholic,  wholly  un- 
biassed and  he  makes  a  more  even  and  better 
rounded  selection  on  the  whole.  In  the  small 
public  library  he  is  able  to  carefully  study  the 
constituency  and  then  knowing  what  books 
are  standard  in  other  places  he  makes  the 
necessary  allowances  for  the  case  in  handi 
The  time  has,  I  trust,  wholly  gone  by  when  the 
local  editor,  local  clergyman,  and  local  school- 
master have  the  pleasure  of  picking  out  their 
favorite  books,  or  of  ordering  "standard  sets" 
or  the  "classics"  in  history  and  literature  at 
the  public  expense.  Most  of  these  books  are 
on  the  shelves  to-day  faded  but  not  worn, 
the  leaves  not  even  cut  and  usually  only  the 
first  volume  slightly  used. 

Of  course  books  in  useful  art  and  sciences 
were  largely  overlooked.  Nowadays  libra- 
ry committees  are  turning  more  and  more  to 
the  librarian,  knowing  that  he  has  ma4e  a 
study  of  book  selection  and  that  they  will  get 
better  results  to  leave  it  with  him.  This  is 
as  it  should  be  and  the  librarian  should  not 
lower  himself  by  going  outside  for  assistance 
on  any  line.  I  count  it  as  slipshod  and  a  con- 
fession of  ignorance  for  any  librarian  to 
tag  around  after  outside  "experts."  Let  him 
study  up  his  subject  and  master  it  himself. 
There  are  only  a  few  in  which  he  cannot 
easily  surpass  outsiders,  and  profiting  by  his 
knowledge  of  the  many,  which  enables  him 
to  do  that  part  quickly  and  easily,  let  him 
pay  more  attention  to  the  hard  and  less  fa- 
miliar subjects.  The  librarian  who  delights  in 
religion,  philosophy  or  folklore  says  of  lists 
on  biology,  botany,  steam-engineering  or  sani- 
tation —  "I  leave  all  that  to  Professor  So  and 


So  —  of  coarse  he  knows  all  about  if*  Wfty 
should  he,  more  tfian:  the  librarian?  Wbat  is 
the  librarian  for,  if  not  to  know  things?  Is 
it  not  «dme  to  turn  from  the  materiaf  thfakgs 
and  concern  ourselves  more  witlk  a  ft^er 
standard  of  sdiolarship  and  more  outside 
work  in  our  profession?  And  for  the  small 
libraries  of  5000  v.  or  tmder  there  are  the 
library  commissions  wha  are  supposed  to,  and 
do,  advise  theoL  There  is  difference  with  tho 
commissions,  some  are  in  closer  touch  with 
the  local  situation  than  others,  some  are  more 
conscientious  than  others  about  costly  books, 
and  some  are  given  to  this  "expert^  business 
which  I  have  named,  but  on  the  whole  they 
are  doing  good  work  and  bid  fair  to  do  better. 
5.  Matter  of  cost, — This  should  be  care- 
fully considered.  I  hold  it  to  be  little  short 
of  criminal  to  recommend  high  priced  books 
for  libraries  of  limited  means.  By  high  priced 
books  I  mean  those  costing  over  $5  a  volume. 
This  of  course  does  not  apply  to  reference 
books.  And  yet  in  one  annual  list  such  books 
constantly  appear,  as  not  only  suggestions  but, 
considering  the  source,  as  recommendations 
or  even  commands.  I  am  thankful  the  Wis- 
consin Library  G>mmission  has  taken  up  this 
work  systematically  and  is  doing  all  it  can  to 
discourage  such  foolish  waste  of  money.  The 
worst  example  is  the  "Encyclopaedia  Brit- 
annica"  now  from  25  to  10  years  bdiind  the 
times  and  never  a  satisfactory  book  of  refer- 
ence at  its  best  Take  Dc  Bry's  "Mycetazoa," 
it  stands  on  the  shelves  of  dozens  of  libra- 
ries, leaves  uncut,  totally  unused,  each  copy 
meaning  at  least  four  dollars  wasted  money. 
These  are  only  given  as  an  example  —  there 
might  be  hundreds  of  them.  There  are  scores 
of  books  now  published  and  more  coming  out 
every  day  on  various  questions  of  philosophy, 
sociology,  science,  art  and  particularly  litera- 
ture and  history  priced  from  $1  to  $2.50  which 
are  far  superior  for  practical  purposes  to  the 
heavy  weight  monographs  at  $5  a  volume  and 
upwards.  You  thus  get  two  or  three  books  on 
the  same  subject  for  the  money,  and  in  a 
small  library  this  is  a  vital  question.  The 
money  must  bring  in  the  largest  possible  num- 
ber of  good  books. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS,  BOOK  LISTS,  AND  ARTICLES  ON  CHILDREN'S  READING: 
ARE  THEY  OF  PRACTICAL  VALUE  TO  THE  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIAN? 

By  Caroune  M.  Hewins,  Hartford  (Ct.)  Public  Library, 


A  CHILDREN'S  librarian  has  three 
sources  of  reliance  in  the  choice  or 
purchase  of  books.  They  are:  i,  Book  re- 
views in  current  or  earlier  periodicals;'  2, 
Lists,  graded  or  ungraded,  for  libraries;  3, 
Articles  on  children's  reading  in  books  or 
periodicals. 

I.  The  children's  librarian,  or  any  librarian, 
who  orders  children's  books  from  reviews 
often  finds  the  books  entirely  different  from 
what  the  description  has  led  her  to  suppose. 
Even  if  there  is  no  positive  untruth  in  a  no- 
tice, it  is  often  misleading  from  the  lack  of 
a  standard  of  comparison  with  the  best  books 
for  children. 

The  papers  oftenest  taken  in  a  country 
household  or  small  library  are  a  daily  or 
semi-weekly  from  the  nearest  large  town  or 
city,  a  religious  weekly,  and  an  agricultural 
weekly  or  monthly,  sometimes  all  three, 
oftener  only  one  or  two,  and  it  is  from  the 
notices  and  advertisements  with  quoted  no- 
tices in  these  papers  that  estimates  of  books 
must  often  be  formed.  Libraries  and  library 
trustees  who  send  book  lists  from  such 
sources  as  these  to  a  state  public  library  com- 
mission are  often  surprised  that  they  do  not 
receive  what  they  ask  for,  and  write  anxious 
inquiries  as  to  why  certain  books  have  not 
been  bought.  "There  surely  can  be  no  ob- 
jection to  them,"  they  say,  "for  we  took  the 
titles  from  reviews  in  the  —  or  —  or  —  " 
naming  denominational  papers.  Now,  lest 
the  Children's  Section  should  be  accused 
of  unfairness  and  denominational  prejudices, 
I  shall  quote  no  reviews  from  these  papers, 
except  one  which  came  from  a  leading  re- 
ligious weekly  taken  by  the  household  in 
whose  pew  I  have  a  seat.  It  is  of  Eden  Phill- 
potts'  "Human  boy,"  a  series  of  sketches  of 
English  schoolboy  life,  which  is  dismissed  with 
this  remarkable  sentence:  "The  scene  here, 
too,  is  in  the  west,  and  various  hunting  ex- 
periences are  recorded."    The  librarian  who 


orders  that  book  for  boys  greedy  for  big 
game  will  be  disappointed! 

Such  a  mistake  as  this  is  not  common,  but 
reviews  in  both  religious  and  secular  papers 
are  often  perfunctory  and  meaningless.  One 
reason  of  this  is  that  many  books  are  pub- 
lished for  the  Christmas  trade,  between  the 
15th  of  September  and  the  15th  of  December, 
when  they  come  into  newspaper  offices  with 
a  rush,  until  they  are  piled  in  stacks  on  the 
desk  of  the  hapless  reviewer,  and  hastily  no- 
ticed, sometimes  by  title  only.  In  a  new  edi- 
tion of  Elizabeth  Sheppard's  fine,  but  forgot- 
ten novel,  "Rumour,"  whose  keynote  is  the 
quotation  from  "Lycidas"  on  the  title-page, 

"Fame  is  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  soil. 
Nor  in  tlie  glistering  foil 

Set  off  to  the  world,  nor  in  broad  Rumour  lies. 
But  liTes  and  spreads  aloft  in  those  pure  eyes 
And  perfect  witness  of  all- judging  Jove,^ 

the  reviewer  did  not  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  lines,  and  called  the  book  "a  good  ex- 
ample of  the  working,  influence,  and  effect  of 
rumour."  On  one  of  our  own  local  papers 
not  long  ago  there  was  a  review  of  Mrs. 
Barr's  "Maid  of  Maiden  Lane,"  which  was 
referred  to  as  the  sequel  to  her  "Beau  of 
Orange  River."  Even  in  newspapers  fortu- 
nate enough  to  command  the  services  of  spe- 
cialists for  history  and  science,  and  an  addi- 
tional critic  for  novels,  the  children's  books 
are  hastily  noticed,  sometimes  by  the  young- 
est reporter  in  his  spare  minutes.  In  smaller 
offices  the  task  of  reviewing  all  books  falls  to 
the  hard-worked  editor,  who  is,  like  Jacob 
Riis,  also  his  own  "reporter,  publisher  and 
advertising  agent,"  but  whose  sense  of  liter- 
ary values  is  often  not  in  proportion  to  his 
knowledge  of  state  politics  or  local  reforms. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  in  the  newspapers  of 
as  high  a  class  as  the  Outlook,  Independent 
and  Dial  the  notices  of  children's  books  are 
often  carelessly  written,  and  show  the  lack  of 
a  standard  of  comparison.     In  the  Outlook 
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for  Nov.  27,  1897,  Richard  Prycc's  "Element- 
ary Jane/'  a  most  unchildlike  book,  is  classed 
among  books  for  children,  and  "Pansy"  and 
"Elsie"  are  recommended  in  other  numbers. 

In  the  Independent,  where  notices  of  books 
for  older  readers  are  written  with  discrim- 
ination, Ellis's  "Klondike  nuggets'*  is  de- 
scribed: "Full  of  lively  adventures  and  ex- 
citing experiences,  and  is  told  in  a  straight- 
forward, off-hand  style  just  suited  to  the 
purpose."  (Oct.  6,  1898.)  There  is  nothing 
absolutely  untrue  in  this,  but  there  is  noth- 
ing to  guide  a  reader  in  comparing  it  with 
better  books.  One  of  Alger's  heroes  is  men- 
tioned as  "An  admirable  boy  with  wonderful 
ability  to  take  care  of  himself  (Oct.  20, 
1898),  and  a  book  by  Stratemeyer  as  "a  stir- 
ring tale,  told  with  enthusiasm."  (Oct.  6, 
1898.)  Stratemeyer  is  an  author  who  mixes 
would"  and  "should,"  has  the  phraseology  of  a 
country  newspaper,  as  when  he  calls  a  supper 
"an  elegant  affair"  and  a  girl  "a  fashionable 
miss,"  and  follows  Oliver  Optic  closely  in  his 
plots  and  conversations. 

Mrs.  Cheever's  "Little  Mr.  Van  Vere  of 
China,"  with  its  cheap  sentiment  and  well- 
worn  plot  of  a  stolen  child  coming  to  his  own 
at  last,  is  commended  as  "well  made,  well 
illustrated."  (Dial,  Dec.  6,  1898.)  A  notice 
in  the  religious  paper  mentioned  above  says, 
"He  is  a  thoroughly  fascinating  little  fellow, 
and  his  story  is  told  most  acceptably."  One 
of  Amanda  Douglas's  tales  is  spoken  of  as 
"A  story  with  a  fine  moral  influence,  yet  not 
preachy,  in  the  end  leaving  in  the  reader's 
mind  the  sense  of  having  been  in  good  com- 
pany."    (Independent,  Dec.  15,  1898.) 

One  notice  of  "Elsie  on  the  Hudson"  is: 
"The  multitude  of  young  people  who  have 
read  the  Elsie  books,  by  Martha  Finley,  will 
eagerly  welcome  this  volume  by  the  same  au- 
thor. It  has  to  do  with  American  history  in 
the  days  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  the 
style  is  simple  and  pleasing."  In  another: 
"Miss  Martha  Finley  continues  also  the  in- 
struction which  is  mixed  up  with  that  young 
woman's  experiences."     (Dial,  Dec.  6,  1898.) 

It  is,  I  think,  the  same  periodical,  though 
I  have  not  been  able  to  verify  the  quotation, 
which  commends  Harry  Steele  Morrison's 
"Yankee  boy's  success"  thus:  "The  book  is 
interesting,  full  of  push  and  go.     Boys  will 


read  it  with  a  gusto;  yet  they  must  remem- 
ber that  what  this  lucky  Yankee  boy.  did  is 
not  what  they  all  can  do."  Another  number 
which  puts  a  just  estimate  on  Master  Morri- 
son as  a  "very  unlovely  and  unpleasant  sort 
of  boy,  whose  impudence  and  enterprise 
ought  later  to  fit  him  for  a  place  on  a  yellow 
journal,"  entirely  mistakes  the  purpose  of 
Pugh*s  "Tony  Drum,"  a  realistic  story  of 
London  slum  life,  and  classes  it  as  a  book  for 
boys.     (Dial,  Dec.  16,  1898.) 

The  Outlook  says  of  Frances  Hodgson  Bur- 
nett's mawkish  "Editha's  burglar,"  which  was 
well  parodied  in  Punch  by  Anstey  in  his 
"Burglar  Bill":  "This  story  of  the  queer, 
loving  little  girl  and  her  daring  and  success- 
ful effort  to  protect  her  mother,  and  the 
equally  queer  burglar,  is  too  well  known  in 
play  and  story  to  need  comment."  (Dec.  10, 
1898.)  This  story  is  in  almost  all  library  and 
school  lists,  even  the  best  selected  and  classi- 
fied. The  same  number  calls  "Mr.  Van  Vere" 
"a  charming  story."  (The  adjective  is  used 
for  four  different  works  for  young  people  in 
that  week's  grist.) 

Even  Noah  Brooks,  in  a  signed  article  ii\ 
the  Bookbuyer  (Dec,  1898),  gives  praise  to 
Drysdale  and  Stratemeyer,  commends  the  un- 
interesting Ohilhowee  books,  refers  to  Pansy's 
as  "strong  and  helpful,"  and  one  of  Amanda 
Douglas's  as  "rich  in  chastened  and  refined 
sentiment."  He  mentions  Oliver  P.  Tunk's 
"Awful  alphabet"  as  "a  fit  companion  for  'A 
coon  alphabet."*  Perhaps  it  is,  but  when  li- 
braries and  schools  are  circulating  Jane  An- 
drews's "Seven  little  sisters"  to  teach  the 
brotherhood  and  sisterhood  of  all  nations,  and 
teachers,  in  the  language  of  Professor  Thurs- 
ton, of  the  Chicago  Normal  School,  are  "en- 
couraging each  nationality  to  contribute  the 
best  it  has  of  song,  story,  game,  home  cus- 
toms and  occupations  to  the  life  of  the 
school,"  it  is  wrong  to  buy  a  book  for  a  white 
child  in  which  black  children  are  held  up  to 
ridicule,  as  they  have  been  many  times  in 
Harper^s  Young  People.  "Blackberries"  and 
"Comical  Coons"  are  also  recommended  in 
the  Dial  (Dec.  16,  1897),  where  (krtrude 
Smith's  "Ten  little  comedies,"  a  book  en- 
tirely different  in  spirit  from  her  "Arabella 
and  Araminta"  stories;  Marion  Harland's 
"Old-field  school  girl,"  which  has  a  story  of 
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horrible  cruelty  of  a  schoolmaster  to  a  child, 
and  is  not  meant  for  children;  the  silly 
"Elaine"  book,  and  the  equally  silly  and  some- 
times coarse  "Father  Goose"  are  favorably 
reviewed. 

The  Nation's  reviews  of  children  books 
have  lately  not  been  up  to  the  old  standard, 
as  for  instance  a  review  of  Sydney  Reid's 
would-be  funny  "Josey  and  the  chipmunk" 
(Dec.  13,  1900),  which  is  called  "a  perfectly 
delightful  child's  book,  nearly  as  good  as  the 
'Alice'  books,  and,  indeed,  might  be  pro- 
nounced quite  as  good  if  Lewis  Carroll,  like 
Shakespeare,  had  not  'thought  of  it  first.' " 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  instances  that  re- 
views help  children's  librarians  very  little, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  under  present  condi- 
tions for  a  library  to  determine  the  worth  of 
a  book  without  seeing  it. 

2.  There  have  been  in  the  last  25  years 
many  lists  of  children's  books  by  libraries, 
schools,  denominational  societies  and  other 
organizations.  The  earlier  lists,  although  in- 
teresting to  a  student  of  the  evolution  of 
the  Children's  Section,  have  so  many  books 
out  of  print  or  superseded  that  they  do  not 
concern  us  now,  except  in  that  they  are  not 
made  for  very  young  children,  and  often  have 
a  profusion  of  material  which  is  over  the 
heads  of  boys  and  girls  below,  or  even  in,  the 
high  school  age.  Some  of  them  are  made 
from  hearsay  or  from  other  book  lists,  with- 
out an  intimate  knowledge,  or  indeed  any 
knowledge  at  all,  of  books  recommended,  as 
in  the  following  instance:  A  paper  read  at  a 
library  meeting  and  afterward  printed  in  the 
report  of  a  state  librarian  describes  the  "li- 
brary ladder"  as  "a  list  of  books  beginning 
with  a  tale  of  adventure.  From  this  the 
reader's  attention  will  be  drawn  to  the  next 
in  order,  leading  on  and  out,  until  finally  the 
child  will  be  unconsciously  delving  into  the 
mysteries  of  science;  for  example,  we  could 
first  take  Butterworth's  Indian  story,  'The 
wampum  belt':  next,  Brooks's  'Story  of  the 
American  Indian';  from  this  lead  to  Ban- 
croft's 'Native  races,'  and  finally  various 
United  States  histories." 

Any  one  who  has  ever  seen  the  five  pon- 
derous volumes  of  Bancroft's  "Native  races 
of  the  Pacific  States"  knows  that  although  it 
has  some  value  as  a  work  of  reference,  not 


as  a  history,  for  older  readers,  it  is  entirely 
useless  as  a  stepping-stone  for  children,  who 
can  easily  go  without  its  aid  from  Brooks's, 
or  better,  Grinnell's  "Story  of  the  Indian"  to 
a  good  one-volume  United  States  history,  or 
even  to  John  Fiske  or  Parkman.  It  is  no 
more  meant  for  boys  and  girls  than  the  other 
thirty-four  volumes  on  the  history  of  the 
Pacific  coast  completed  by  Bancroft  and  his 
corps  of  assistants. 

Some  tests  of  a  library  or  school  list  are: 
Are  the  books  in  it  chosen  for  their  perma- 
nent value?  Has  the  maker  of  the  list  read 
them?  Will  it  tell  an  overworked  teacher  or 
librarian  what  the  best  modem  straight- 
forward stories  in  simple  English  are,  the 
best  life  of  Lafayette  without  any  long  words 
like  "evacuation,"  or  the  best  account  of  a 
salamander  in  language  that  a  child  of  10  can 
understand?  A  list  for  teachers  is  not  a  help 
in  choosing  books  for  children,  unless  from 
the  point  of  view  of  child-study,  which  has 
another  place  than  on  the  shelves  of  a  chil- 
dren's room. 

"In  one  list  the  "Dotty  Dimple"  and 
"Flaxie  Frizzle"  books  are  recommended  for 
the  third-reader  grade.  Children  who  are  in 
this  grade  cannot  read  the  ungrammatical 
baby-talk  easily,  and  if  they  could  it  would 
demoralize  their  English. 

Another  has  for  the  seventh  grade  a  part 
of  the  "Library  of  wonders,"  translated  from 
the  French,  and  out  of  date  20  years  ago. 
Teachers  should  be  careful  in  buying  books 
of  popular  science  that  they  are  modern,  and 
also  written  in  a  style  that  makes  them  at- 
tractive to  boys  and  girls.  In  a  long  experi- 
ence in  libraries  I  have  never  found  that  boys 
and  girls  liked  the  "Library  of  wonders." 

A  third,  for  children  under  10  years  of  age, 
includes  Miss  Plympton's  "Dear  daughter 
Dorothy,"  and  even  in  one  of  the  best  and 
most  recent  graded  lists  it  is  annotated  as  a 
"story  of  devotion  and  comradeship  between 
a  father  and  his  young  daughter."  Now 
"Dear  daughter  Dorothy"  is  the  best  speci- 
men I  have  ever  seen  of  a  kind  of  bo<)k  to  be 
kept  out  of  libraries  and  homes,  the  story  of 
a  little  eight-year-old  girl,  who  has  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  $1200  earned  yearly  by  her 
father,  a  bookkeeper  with  literary  aspira- 
tions.    He  is  arrested  on  a  charge  of  em- 
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bezzlement,  found  guilty  in  the  face  of  his 
daughter's  testimony,  but  at  last  acquitted 
through  the  confession  of  the  real  criminali 
and  he  and  that  important  little  personage, 
Dorothy,  who  takes  all  hearts  by  storm,  sail 
for  England  escorted  to  the  ship  by  a  crowd 
of  admiring  friends,  including  the  judge  who 
sentenced  him. 

The  next  list  has  Mrs.  Burnett's  "Little 
Saint  Elizabeth,"  a  morbid  tale,  and  with  it  a 
reproduction  of  "Prince  Fairyfoot,"  a  story 
which  the  author  read  when  she  was  a  child 
in  a  book  that  she  never  could  find  again. 
In  order  to  understand  the  pertness  and  flip- 
pancy of  her  style  in  this  story,  one  has  only 
to  compare  it  with  the  original,  reprinted 
within  a  few  months  in  Frances  Browne's 
"Wonderful  chair,'!  or  "Granny's  wonderful 
chair,"  as  it  is  called  in  one  edition.  A  few 
lines  in  the  simple,  direct  English  of  the  old 
fairy  tales,  are  expanded  by  Mrs.  Burnett 
into  eight  or  lo  pages,  with  attempts  at  wit 
and  allusions  to  unhappy  married  life,  which 
should  be  kept  out  of  books  for  children. 

The  same  article  in  the  Nation  which  gives 
high  praise  to  "Josey  and  the  chipmunk" 
thinks  "The  wonderful  chair"  prosy,  but  I 
have  tested  it  on  children  who  do  not  enjoy 
stories  unless  they  are  simply  told,  and  have 
found  that  it  holds  their  attention. 

Books  on  differences  of  religious  belief, 
books  written  in  a  style  or  on  subjects  beyond 
the  years  of  boys  and  girls,  scientific  books 
that  are  inaccurate  or  out  of  date,  books  that 
make  children  despise  their  elders,  or  have  an 
overweening  sense  of  their  own  importance, 
and  books  that  are  cheap,  slangy,  flippant,  or 
written  in  bad  English,  dialect  or  baby-talk, 
should  have  no  place  in  a  school  list,  and 
books  on  poor  paper  and  in  poor  type  ard  bind- 
ing should  also  be  kept  out.  There  are  books 
that  tell  stories  of  wholesome,  well-bred  chil- 
dren; fairy  tales  in  the  simple,  old-fashioned 
style;  out-of-door  books  that  are  not  dull  or 
aggressively  instructive;  and  selections  from 
the  best  poetry  to  choosQ  from.  There  is 
room  yet  for  the  right  kind  of  histories  that 
are  interesting  without  being  babyish,  and  ac- 
curate without  being  dull. 

Lists  are  often  made  in  entire  ignorance  of 
the  limitations  of  the  children  who  are  to  use 
the  books  recommended  in  them.     A  well- 


intentioned  paper  suggests  for  children  of 
eight  or  over  Ebers'  "Uarda"  and  Thiers' 
"French  Revolution"  as  attractive  historical 
works.  In  science  it  mentions  Hooker's  books, 
which  are  quite  out  of  date,  and  in  biography 
Lockhart's  Scott  and  Forster's  Dickens,  which 
not  one  boy  or  girl  in  a  hundred  would  read 
through,  great  as  is  their  charm.  Bryce's 
"American  commonwealth"  is  also  named. 
This  list  has  either  been  made  up  from  books 
that  the  compiler  has  heard  of  as  classics,  or 
else  she  is  not  in  the  habit  of  associating  on 
familiar  terms  with  boys  and  girls,  even  of 
high  school  age.  This  paper  recommends 
Sophie  May  for  very  young  children,  and 
also  the  "Story  of  liberty,"  which  a  mother 
in  the  New  York  Times  says  is  in  the  library 
of  her  daughter  of  eight.  This  is  a  mother 
who  would  not  allow  a  child  to  read  Scott's 
novels  till  14  or  15,  and  thinks  Dickens  too 
sad  for  even  that  age ! 

The  hundred  books  recommended  in  the 
St.  Nicholas  for  March,  1900,  made  tip  from 
many  competing  lists,  are  nearly  all  good.  A 
few,  like  Mrs.  Richards*  "Captain  January," 
Mrs.  Wiggin's  "The  Birds'  Christmas  Carol," 
and  Munroe's  "Through  swamp  and  glade" 
have  no  permanent  value.  If  one  of  Mun- 
roe's books  is  to  be  included  it  should  be 
"The  flamingo  feather,"  or  "Derrick  Ster- 
ling," both  of  which  are  well  worth  reading 
many  times  and  are  great  favorites  w?th  chil- 
dren. The  defect  in  the  list  is  the  same  just 
spoken  of,  that  too  many  of  the  books  are  for 
boys  and  girls  from  10  to  14  years  old  of 
bookish  families,  and  that  little  attention  is 
paid  to  younger  or  less  carefully  trained  chil- 
dren. 

One  list  puts  into  the  first  primary  grade, 
or  fourth  year  of  school,  for  children  nine 
or  10  years  old,  Abbott's  "Cyrus,"  "Darius," 
"Xerxes,"  and  other  heroes,  and  Fiske's  "War 
of  independence,"  all  of  which  are  entirely 
beyond  the  grasp  of  499  children  out  of  500 
under  12  or  14.  Lists  should  be  shorter,  and 
not  too  closely  divided.  A  division.  "Easy 
books,"  should  include  whatever  children  need 
until  they  can  read  without  difficulty,  and 
should  contain  books  like  Longman's  adapted 
stories  from  the  "Blue  fairy  book"  and  the 
earlier  volumes  of  the  "Ship"  English  his- 
tory, Baldwin's  "Fifty  famous  stories  retold" 
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and  £ggleston*s  ''Great  Americans  for  little 
Americans/' 

In  one  case  where  books  are  not  classified 
by  grade,  Horace  Bushnell's  ''Woman  suf- 
frage," Hinsdale's  "President  Garfield  and 
education/'  and  Wright's  "Industrial  evolu- 
tion of  the  United  States"  are  in  the  same 
class  with  Emilie  Poulsson's  "Through  the 
farmyard  gate/'  with  no  discrimination  as  to 
the  age  for  which  any  one  of  the  four  is  in- 
tended. Three  are  beyond  the  understanding 
of  boys  and  girls  below  high  school  age,  and 
if  in  school  libraries  should  be  for  teachers 
only,  and  the  fourth  is  a  book  of  kindergar- 
ten stories. 

A  book  which  is  often  commended  by  teach- 
ers and  librarians  is  Coffin's  "Story  of  liber- 
ty/' which  I  said  nearly  20  years  ago  "is  so 
fierce  in  its  Protestantism  and  so  bloody  in 
its  details  that  it  causes  pain  to  many  a  sensi- 
tive child/'  The  pictures  are  too  horrible  for 
a  child  to  see,  and  the  book,  like  any  other 
which  wars  against  any  form  of  religious 
belief,  should  not  be  allowed  in  a  public 
school. 

Some  lists  admit  the  "Elsie"  books,  tear- 
fully sentimental  and  priggish,  where  the 
heroine  is  held  up  as  a  saint  and  martyr  for 
refusing  to  obey  an  entirely  reasonable  re- 
quest of  her  father,  and  where  money,  fine 
clothes,  and  love-making  at  an  early  age  hold 
too  prominent  a  place. 

In  one  list,  one  of  Mayne  Reid's  books  is 
annotated,  "To  read  carefully  any  volume  of 
this  author  is  to  acquire  a  considerable  knowl- 
edge of  the  trees,  the  flowers,  the  animals, 
the  insects,  and  the  human  creatures  existing 
in  the  region  where  the  story  takes  place." 
In  Mayne  Reid's  "Desert  home"  maple  sugar 
trees  are  tapped  in  the  autumn  and  yield 
nearly  a  hundred  pounds  of  sugar.  Emer- 
son's "Trees  and  shrubs  of  Massachusetts" 
states  that  although  sap  will  flow  in  summer 
and  early  autumn,  it  has  but  little  saccharine 
matter.  Mayne  Reid's  stories  as  stories  are 
delightful  for  children  to  read,  but  should 
never  be  used  as  aids  to  geography  lessons. 

One  library  offers  its  boy-and-girl  readers 
Bushnell's  "Moral  uses  of  dark  things/'  Mrs. 
Campbell's  "Problems  of  poverty,"  Ely's 
Tabor  movement  in  America"  and  Shinn's 
"Mining  camps/' 

The  lists  made  by  James  M.   Sawin,  of 


Providence,  are  good  and  suggestive,  but  bet- 
ter for  older  than  younger  children,  includ- 
ing, however,  for  beginners  in  reading  some 
excellent  old  favorites  like  Mrs.  Pollen's 
"Twilight  stories,"  and  for  children  a  little 
older  a  book  that  ought  to  be  in  print,  Paul 
de  Musset's  "Mr.  Wind  and  Madam  Rain." 

The  Milwaukee  list  for  children  under  10 
is  good  for  the  most  part,  but  includes  "Dear 
daughter  Dorothy"  and  "Editha's  burglar." 

Mrs.  Whitney's  list  of  "Books  not  usually 
selected  by  young  people"  (first  published  in 
the  Bulletin  of  Bibliography)  is  for  the  most 
part  beyond  the  grammar-school  age,  includ- 
ing such  books  as  Sismondi's  "Literature  of 
the  south  of  Europe"  and  Ragozin's  "Vedic 
India."  It  is  unclassified,  good  and  not  too 
American. 

The  Buffalo  Public  Library  lists  are  the 
best  that  I  have  found,  thoroughly  practical, 
well  chosen,  and  in  the  pamphlet  entitled 
"Gassroom  libraries  for  public  schools"  well 
graded  as  far  as  one  can  judge.  The  grading  of 
schools  varies  so  much  in  different  cities  that  it 
is  impossible  unless  one  knows  exactly  what 
"four"  or  "eight"  or  "nine"  represents  to  say 
whether  books  are  suitable  for  it.  A  list  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  made  without  a  thorough 
understanding  between  librarian  and  teachers, 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  and  the  home-life  of  the  children  on 
the  part  of  the  librarian,  and  a  knowleige  of 
books  on  the  part  of  the  teachers. 

The  graded  and  annotated  list  from  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  is  for  teach- 
ers, not  children,  and  has  many  suggestive 
notes,  but  will  bear  weeding. 

Many  lists  are  almost  entirely  American, 
and  seem  at  first  sight  narrow  and  one-sided. 
A  little  thought  and  knowledge  of  the  condi- 
tions under  which  they  are  made  shows  the 
cause  of  this  apparent  fault.  City  lists  are 
made  for  schools  which  are  full  of  children 
of  newly-arrived  emigrants,  whose  first  de- 
sire, as  soon  as  they  can  read  English  at  all, 
is  to  know  something  of  the  great  free  coun- 
try to  which  they  have  come.  It  is  to  supply 
this  demand  that  many  simple  United  States 
histories  and  historical  stories  relating  to  this 
country  have  been  put  upon  the  market  in  the 
last  five  years,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  books  of  the  kind.  Teachers  and  libra- 
rians should  remember  in  making  lists  that 
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there  are  other  countries  in  the  world,  and 
good  histories  of  them,  like  Longmans'  "Ship" 
series. 

The  books  suggested  by  public  library  com- 
missions are  usually  published  in  this  coun- 
try, partly  for  the  reasons  that  it  is  easier  to 
find  them,  that  they  are  cheaper  than  imported 
books,  and  that  they  are  in  demand  in  small 
libraries.  The  New  York  State  Library  lists 
are  of  this  kind,  and  the  books  for  chiMren 
are  carefully  chosen  as  far  as  they  can  be 
from  this  country  alone. 

With  regard  to  scientific  books  for  children, 
the  Springfield  (Mass.)  City  Library  has 
printed  a  short  list  of  books  on  science  and 
useful  arts  that  children  really  enjoy.  This 
list  has  been  prepared  by  the  children's  libra- 
rian in  connection  with  the  supervisor  of 
science  in  the  Springfield  public  schools  and 
an  out-of-town  librarian.  The  list  is  the  best 
I  have  seen,  but  is  open  to  criticism  on  ac- 
count of  one  or  two  of  the  books  being  out 
of  date.  The  list  for  third-c^rade  teachers 
compiled  by  Miss  May  H.  Prentice  for  the 
Cleveland  Library  is  excellent  for  supple- 
mentary reading  and  nature-stories  and  po- 
ems. 

3.  The  value  of  articles  on  children's  read- 
ing is  variable,  but  a  fair  specimen  may  be 
found  in  the  Contemporary  Review  for  June, 
where  H.  V.  Weisse  states  in  his  "Reading 
for  the  young"  that  a  generation  ago  the  num- 
ber of  published  books  was  small,  magazines 
were  high  in  tone,  and  in  the  realm  of  juve- 
nile literature  Ballantyne  was  "monarch  of  all 
he  surveyed."  On  account  of  the  limited 
supply  of  children's  books,  boys  and  girls 
were  thus  driven  to  standard  authors.  "Now 
magazines  and  so-called  'historical  stories'  are 
issued  in  such  quantities  that  young  people 
read  nothing  else.  They  should  be  trained  to 
better  things,  and  teachers  and  mothers  should 
read  to  their  children  and  see  that  they  read 
good  books  for  themselves,  if  need  be  reward- 
ing for  a  clear  reproduction  of  the  sense  of 
any  good  book,  never  punishing  for  a  failure 
to  understand,  at  first  hearing  or  reading,  that 
which  involves  *a  new  form  of  mental  effort.* " 
We  have  all  heard  something  like  this  before ! 
Even  Agnes  Repplier,  with  her  charm  of 
style  and  her  denunciation  of  the  "little  Phar- 
isee in  fiction,"  and  the  too-important  Rose 
in  Bloom  in  contrast  to  the  well-kept-under 


Rosamond,  makes  few  suggestions  of  hooks 
which  are  good  for  children  to  read. 

The  reading  lists  in  the  New  York  Times 
are  based  on  the  experience  of  the  writers,  who 
have  often  been  precocious,  over-stimulated 
children  of  bookish  families  without  com- 
panions of  their  own  age,  and  have  no  idea 
of  the  needs,  wants  and  limitations  of  the 
public  library  children  of  to-day,  many  of 
whom  have  few  or  no  books  at  home.  "I 
have  quite  a  library,*'  wrote  one  such  child. 
"I  have  three  books,  Longfellow's  poems,  a 
geography,  and  a  book  of  fairy  tales." 

A  dreamy  boy  like  "The  child  in  the  libra- 
ry** of  a  recent  Atlantic  Monthly  and  the 
keen  little  newsboy  who  snatches  a  half  hour 
after  school  is  over  and  he  has  sold  his  papers 
to  spell  out  a  simple  life  of  Columbus  or  the 
"Story  of  the  chosen  people'*  have  little  in 
common,  and  need  different  books,  but  they 
both  need  the  very  best  of  their  kind. 

A  book  reviewer  or  maker  of  book  lists  for 
children  should  have  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  best  books  which  have  been  written 
for  them,  and  the  unconscious  training  which 
this  knowledge  gives  in  good  taste  and  a 
critical  sense  of  style.  He  (or  she)  should 
have  also  the  intimate  knowledge  of  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  children  and  their  limita- 
tions that  a  teacher  or  a  settlement  worker 
or  a  wise  mother  has.  More  than  20  years 
ago,  in  the  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association  in  Boston,  Mrs.  Kate  Gannett 
Wells  said:  "I  would  like  to  have  mothers 
prepare  lists,  whose  headings  should  vary 
from  any  yet  given;  such  as:  books  that 
make  children  cry;  books  of  adventure  for 
unexcitable  and  unimaginative  children;  un- 
lovesick  novels.'* 

The  best  reviews  of  childen*s  books  ever 
written  in  this  country  were  the  work  of  a 
woman  and  a  mother  —  Lucy  McKim  Garri- 
son, who,  in  the  earlier  volumes  of  the  Na- 
tion, put  into  her  work  broad-mindedness, 
high  ideals,  and  an  understanding  of  children. 
It  is  such  work  as  this  that  should  be  a 
model  for  the  reviewers  and  a  guide  to  the 
librarians  of  to-day,  and  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant duties  of  the  (rhildren*s  Section  is  to 
insist  upon  higher  standards,  both  in  review- 
ers and  through  them  in  the  writers  of  chil- 
dren's books,  and  upon  trained  critical  knowl- 
edge in  the  makers  of  children*s  lists. 
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BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN: 


I.  FICTION,  II.  FAIRY  TALES,  III.  SCIENCE. 


TT  seems  to  have  been  fairly  demonstrated 
that  we  have  as  yet  no  proper  standard 
of  values  to  guide  us  in  the  selection  of  chil- 
dren's books.  Reviews  fail:  they  either  do 
not  evaluate  the  book  at  all,  or  they  lack  ap- 
preciation of  it  or  of  the  children  who  are  to 
read  it  —  or  both.  Book  lists  fail,  as  a  rule, 
through  eagerness  to  get  something  printed 
before  we  know  what  to  print.  Articles  upon 
children's  reading  fail  because  the  people  who 
have  written  them  are  not  always  familiar 
with  children's  books  or  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  "public  library  child."  We  turn  to 
the  books  themselves,  but,  having  no  stan- 
dard of  values,  how  shall  we  judge?  How 
are  we  to  know  whether  a  book  is  good  or 
poor? 

It  is  not  possible  to  reduce  the  apprecia- 
tion of  literature  —  whether  books  for  chil- 
dren or  for  all  time  —  to  an  exact  science. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  formula  for 
the  evaluation  of  books  in  general  or  the  books 
of  a  particular  class  which  would  not  fail 
again  and  again  when  applied  to  the  individ- 
ual book  through  the  medium  of  a  personal 
judgment.  We  shall  not  attempt,  therefore, 
to  answer  the  questions  which  form  the  sub- 
stance of  our  topic.  We  have  endeavored 
merely  to  state  a  question  which  to  all  chil- 
dren's librarians  seems  to  be  of  paramount 
importance,  trusting  that  we  may  eventually 
reach  a  partial  solution  of  this  problem  by 
bringing  the  thought  of  many  minds  to  bear 
upon  it. 

This  collective  paper,  or,  more  properly,  this 
collection  of  ideas  upon  different  classes  of 
books,  requires  a  word  of  explanation.  The 
contributors  were  not  asked  to  prepare  papers 
but  to  furnish  ideas  and  opinions,  which 
should  form  the  basis  for  discussion  of  the 
general  principles  of  selection  and  of  indi- 
vidual books  in  the  several  classes  considered. 
The  purpose  was  to  present  briefly  the  prin- 
ciples that  should  apply  in  each  class,  and  to 
emphasize  these  by  citation  of  specific  books. 


/.    FICTION. 

We  were  recently  asked  to  make  out  a  list 
of  a  dozen  books  suitable  as  prizes  for  a 
Sunday-school  class  of  boys  and  girls  from 
12  to  16  years  of  age.  We  studied  a  long  and 
carefully  prepared  list  of  stories  written  for 
girls  of  this  age  and  supposed  to  include  what 
was  most  desirable.  Assuming  that  the  girls 
had  read  Mrs.  Whitney  and  Miss  Alcott,  we 
did  not  consider  them,  and  we  found  hot  one 
story  which  we  could  recommend  as  possess- 
ing permanent  interest  and  literary  value. 
There  were  many  books  which  girls  read  and 
like  but  they  did  not  reach  a  fair  standard 
for  this  purpose.  We  filled  out  the  desired 
number  for  the  girls  with  books  written  for 
older  readers.  Far  different  was  our  experi- 
ence with  the  books  for  the  boys.  It  was  only  a 
matter  of  choice  between  a  large  number,  both 
suitable  and  desirable,  and  yet  the  lists  which 
we  consulted  had  been  compiled  by  the  same 
hand. 

In  making  selections  of  books  for  her  read- 
ers, the  children's  librarian  encounters  at  the 
first  step  this  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
books  written  for  boys  and  those  written  for 
girls.  Judged  purely  by  the  standard  of  taste, 
she  must  reject  the  greater  proportion  of 
those  written  for  girls.  When  she  finds  so 
few  that  reach  her  standard  she  may  blame 
herself  for  ignorance  of  the  better  books,  but 
she  must  ultimately  reach  the  conclusion  that 
whatever  her  own  shortcomings  there  is  a 
lack  of  desirable  books  for  girls.  However, 
another  most  important  factor  comes  into  the 
case  on  the  reader's  side  of  the  question.  If 
the  librarian  is  going  to  meet  the  needs  of 
her  readers  she  must  understand  what  they 
arc  instinctively  seeking  in  books,  and  she 
must  enlist  herself  on  the  side  of  human  na- 
ture. She  will  find  at  once  that  a  distinct 
division  in  the  reading  of  boys  and  girls- 
springs  from  the  fact  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  mental  life  of  the  boy  is  objective,  Ihat* 
of  the  girl  subjective.    The  boy  seeks  action 
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in  fiction,  the  girl  is  attracted  by  that  which 
moves  her  emotionally  or  relates  itself  direct- 
ly to  her  own  consciousness,  and  the  last  thing 
that  either  of  them  cares  about  is  the  literary 
value  of  the  book.  Hundreds  —  no  doubt 
thousands — of  our  college  gn^duates  look 
back  to  the  period  when,  according  to  their 
sex,  the  "Oliver  Optic"  series,  or  the  "Elsie 
Dinsmore"  series,  played  a  very  important 
part  in  iheir  existence.  The  love  of  adventure 
in  the  boy  gave  the  charm  to  the  books.  Ad- 
venture he  must  have,  whether  he  finds  it  m 
the  tinsel  setting  of  Oliver  Optic  or  the  re- 
fined gold  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  And 
the  magnet  in  the  nature  of  the  girl  draws  to 
herself  something  helpful  even  from  Martha 
Finley ;  otherwise,  she  would  not  speak  of  the 
"Elsie"  books  as  "beautiful":  there  is  some- 
thing in  them  which  to  her  represents  "beau- 
ty." Nevertheless,  while  justly  condemning 
the  Oliver  Optic  and  the  Elsie  books  as  cheap, 
tawdry  things,  the  librarian  must  seek  among 
better  authors  the  holding  quality  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  child  which  these  books  possess. 
She  must  search  for  books  in  which  these  ele- 
ments of  interest  are  incarnated  in  what  we 
call  literature  —  books  which,  while  rivalling 
these  in  attraction,  will  at  the  same  time  re- 
fine and  broaden  the  taste  of  the  reader. 

Now,  the  lovers  of  Oliver  Optic  and  Mrs. 
Finley  do  not  take  kindly  to  the  classics  and 
as,  in  the  modern  stories  for  young  people, 
few  will  pass  muster  as  literature,  all  that 
the  librarian  of  to-day  can  do  is  to  use 
her  judgment  and  discrimination  among  those 
the  writers  have  provided.  The  boys  are 
readily  turned  from  Oliver  Optic  to  Henty, 
Tomlinson,  Jules  Verne,  and  on  to  "Ivanhoe," 
but  with  the  girls  the  case  is  hard.  The  girl 
tells  us  that  she  likes  stories  about  boarding- 
school.  It  is  a  capital  subject:  in  the  hands 
of  a  writer  sympathetic  with  girls,  of  fertile 
Mnagination  and  vigorous  power  of  charac- 
terization, boarding-school  life  affords  ma- 
terial for  most  entertaining  combinations  — 
but  the  literature  of  the  boarding-school  has 
yet  to  be  written.  The  average  boarding- 
school  story  has  three  main  characters — ^the 
attractive,  impulsive  heroine,  always  getting 
into  trouble;  the  cruel,  cold-blooded,  unscru- 
pulous rival,  habitually  dealing  in  falsehood. 


and  the  teacher  who  is  singularly  devoid  of 
discernment  or  intuition.  The  heroine  inevit- 
ably falls  into  the  snare  of  the  rival,  and 
things  are  usually  set  right  all  around  Uy  * 
death-bed  scene — although  actual  death  is 
sometimes  averted.  "Louie's  last  term  at  St 
Mary's"  is  one  of  the  better  stories  of  this 
kind,  and  Mrs.  Spofford's  "Hester  Stanley  at 
St.  Mark*s"  is  fairly  well  written,  with  a 
touch  of  the  charm  of  the  author's  personali- 
ty. "Chums,"  by  Maria  Louise  Pool,  is  one 
of  the  worst  of  its  kind,  where  envy,  hatred, 
and  malice  run  riot  through  the  pages  and 
the  actors  in  the  story  are  wholly  lacldng  in 
vitality.  The  experiences  of  Miss  Phelps's 
"Gypsy  Breynton"  and  Susan  Coolidge's 
"Katy"  are  as  satisfactory  pictures  of  board- 
ing school  life  as  we  have ;  and  Helen  Dawes 
Brown's  "Two  college  girls"  is  a  good  story. 
"Brenda,  her  school  and  her  club,"  by  Helen 
L.  Reed,  is  a  recent  valuable  addition  to  books 
for  girls. 

In  stories  of  home  life  Miss  Alcott  still 
easily  takes  the  lead,  with  Susan  Gx>lidge  and 
Sophie  May  following  in  merit  and  populari- 
ty. The  boys  have  an  excellent  story  of  home 
life  in  Rossiter  Johnson's  "Phaeton  Rogers." 
The  setting  is  perfectly  simple,  every  day  sur- 
roundings, but  the  characters  have  the  abound- 
ing vitality  that  keeps  things  moving.  The 
entertaining  succession  of  events  proceeds  di- 
rectly and  naturally  from  the  ingenuity  and 
healthy  activity  of  the  young  people  grouped 
together.  The  book  is  a  model  in  this  respect 
as  well  as  in  the  use  of  colloquial  English 
which  never  loses  a  certain  refinement  Every 
boy,  while  reading  "Phaeton  Rogers,"  finds 
himself  in  touch  with  good  companions — and 
this  is  true  as  well,  in  Charles  Talbot's  books 
for  boys  and  girls. 

The  most  important  books  for  boys  are  the 
historical  stories,  appealing  at  once  to  the 
hero  worship  and  the  love  of  adventure  com- 
mon to  boyhood ;  at  the  same  time  they  should 
give  a  good  general  idea  of  history.  The 
story  in  historical  setting  is,  also,  most  de- 
sirable for  girls  —  in  that  it  balances  the  too 
subjective  tendency;  it  carries  the  mind  of 
the  reader  beyond  the  emotional  condition  of 
the  heroine  —  indeed  the  heroine  has  no  time 
to  study  her  own  emotions  when  brought  into 
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vital  relation  with  stirring  events.  Apart 
from  the  value  of  the  historical  facts  in^- 
parted  is  the  indirect  but  more  valuable  habit 
of  mind  cultivated  in  the  girl  reader.  Vivid, 
stirring,  absorbing  stories  for  girls  can  be  and 
should  be  written  in  this  field,  which  is  prac- 
tically unlimited.  Miss  Yonge  has  done  some 
good  service  here.  "The  prince  and  the  pau- 
per'* and  the  **Last  days  of  Pompeii"  are  also 
illustrations  of  the  kind  of  work  that  should 
be  done  —  they  are  both  strong  in  the  direct 
interrelation  between  the  imaginary  charac- 
ters and  real  history  —  and  both  appeal  alike 
to  the  boy  and  the  girl. 

Books  written  with  a  direct  moral  purpose 
seldom  achieve  popularity  with  boys  —  and  yet 
one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  their  books  is 
"Captains  courageous,"  which  is  of  the  high- 
est moral  value  though  without  one  line  of 
religious  preaching  in  its  pages.  Here  the 
boys  are  in  touch  with  a  real,  living  character, 
acted  upon  and  developed,  through  the  mould- 
ing pressure  of  life  itself  —  from  first  to  last 
the  aim  of  the  story  is  the  boy;  and  yet  the 
moral  outcome  is  simple,  natural,  inevitable 
and  manly;  it  appeals  to  the  common  sense 
which  is  strong  in  boys. 

Now  when  a  woman  writes  for  girls  on  the 
subject  of  the  transformation  of  a  frivolous 
butterfly  into  a  girl  of  sense,  instead  of  giving 
us  character  and  action  with  a  moral  outcome, 
we  have  a  religious  setting  with  the  action  of 
the  story  and  the  conduct  of  the  characters 
bent  in  every  direction  to  illustrate  the  mo- 
tive of  the  story  —  the  religious  idea. 

The  plastic  nature  of  the  young  girl  wrought 
upon  by  life,  fresh  faculties  brought  into  ac- 
tivity by  the  hard  knocks  of  fate  or  the  sun- 
bursts of  good  luck  —  although  these  things 
are  happening  every  day  in  the  real  life  of 
young  girls,  we  yet  await  the  writer  who  will 
put  them  into  literature  without  sentimentaliz- 
ing. What  we  want  is  the  novel  simplified ;  the 
story  told  directly,  without  byways  of  descrip- 
tion or  analysis :  where  healthy  young  people, 
neither  saints  nor  prigs,  nor  creatures  of  af- 
fectation, jealousy,  or  malice,  are  acted  upon 
by  life  and  each  other  in  a  natural  fashion. 

Let  boys  and  girls  be  brought  together  as  in 
real  life;  brothers  are  a  good  element  in  girls' 
stories,  and  love  affairs  need  not  be  excluded, 
if  handled  with  delicacy,  common  sense  and 


true  feeling.  Many  books  classed  as  novels 
are  merely  stories  simply  and  clearly  told,  in- 
tended for  older  readers,  but  far  better  for 
young  girls  than  the  stories  usually  written 
for  them.  Miss  Jeanie  Gould  Lincoln's  sto- 
ries and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Austin's  historical  novels, 
some  of  Mrs.  Barr's  and  Mrs.  Oliphant*^ 
novels  and  a  wide  range  of  other  interesting, 
well-told  stories  can  be  substituted,  if  care 
and  discrimination  are  used  in  the  selection. 
Fortunately,  too,  many  girls  of  twelve  are 
ready  for  Dickens  and  other  standard  writers. 

However  it  is  not  only  through  the  emo- 
tions that  these  aspirations  and  desires  are 
ministered  to  —  when  the  writer  can  develop 
this  emotion  into  spiritual  enthusiasm  —  or 
when  she  portrays  a  character  of  active  spir- 
itual force,  she  has  put  something  valuable 
into  the  life  of  the  reader.  Here,  as  always, 
it  is  the  personality  of  the  writer  —  the  soul 
back  of  the  words  that  most  counts,  and  it  is 
just  this  quality  of  true  spirituality  which 
gives  value  to  Mrs.  Whitney's  stories,  in  spite 
of  their  wordiness,  lack  of  proportion  and 
forced  symbolism;  as  it  is  the  genuine  good- 
ness and  pure  idealism  of  Miss  Mulock  which 
forms  the  very  atmosphere  in  which  her  char- 
acters move. 

While  it  is  impossible  to  offer  a  practical 
guide  to  the  selection  of  books  a  few  sugges- 
tions can  be  made.  In  the  religious  stories, 
for  instance,  there  must  be  discrimination  be- 
tween those  encouraging  morbid  self-exam- 
ination or  religious  sentimentalizing,  and  those 
cultivating  optimism  and  the  perception  of 
true  values  and  ideals. 

In  books  of  adventure  the  dividing  line 
would  fall  between,  on  the  one  side,  those  sto- 
ries where  the  hero  is  actuated  by  pure  love 
of  adventure  or  where  the  adventure  is  worth 
while  in  itself  —  as  in  "Foul  play";  and,  on 
the  other  side,  those  stories  where  the  hero 
is  merely  seeking  to  exploit  himself  and  in 
which  the  tendency  might  be  to  incite  boys 
to  reckless  escapades  for  the  sake  of  notoriety. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  one  must  consider 
the  range  of  the  average  reader,  but  in  rec- 
ommending books  to  the  individual  boy  and 
girl,  appreciation  of  differences  in  tempera- 
ment and  culture  is  indispensable. 

Winifred  L.  Taylor, 
Pratt  Institute  Free  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y. 
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JL    FAIRY  TALES, 

Fairy  tales  must  appeal  to  the  love  of  the 
marvellous,  and  must  yet  be  told  with  a  sim- 
plicity that  precludes  all  doubt  of  their  reali- 
ty in  the  mind  of  the  child,  no  matter  how 
improbable  the  circumstances  to  our  prosaic 
minds.  The  language  must  be  simple  and  dig- 
nified. To  write  a  fairy  tale,  one  must  first 
of  all  be  a  poet,  at  least  must  have  the  poetic 
instinct  The  child  very  early  absorbs  the 
idea  of  rhyme.  He  is  sung  to  sleep  with  cra- 
dle songs,  and  soothed  by  jingles,  and  he  does 
not  soon  outgrow  their  influence. 

These  tales  from  the  librarian's  standpoint, 
fall  naturally  into  two  classes:  the  folklore 
legends  adapted  for  children  (in  which,  re- 
gardless of  classification,  we  include  mytho- 
logical tales)  and  the  purely  literary,  im- 
aginative story. 

Fairy  tales  derived  from  folk-lore. 

Fairy  tales  derived  from  folk-lore  —  stories 
drifted  down  from  the  childhood  of  the  world, 
were  not  originally  written  for  children,  and 
perhaps  for  this  very  reason,  they  have  claimed 
them  for  their  own.  They  are  not  "the  artless 
appeals  to  all  little  masters  and  misses  who 
are  good  or  intend  to  be  good'*  of  John  New- 
bery's  time.  They  have  a  naturalness  which 
these  first  books  printed  especially  for  chil- 
dren lack ;  the  moral  is  not  too  strongly  urged. 
Different  versions  of  the  old,  old  tales  re- 
flect in  a  measure  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  country  in  which  they  are  collected. 
Fairies  are  stolid  or  clever,  mischievous  or 
amiable,  according  to  the  characters  of  the 
people  to  whom  the  stories  were  told. 

To  this  class  belong  the  Grimm  brothers' 
"Household  tales,"  "Icelandic  tales,"  editet! 
by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Hall  (tales  in  which  it  is 
the  princess  or  the  peasant  maiden  who  res- 
cues the  prince,  instead  of  being  rescued) ; 
the  Norwegian  tales  of  AsbjSmsen  and  Mo€. 
the  Grimm  brothers  of  the  far  North.  The 
collections  of  Lang,  Baring-Cjould ;  and  Cruik- 
shank,  because  of  illustrations ;  Miss  Mulock's 
"Book  of  fairies"  and  William  Canton's  "True 
annals  of  fairyland"  should  be  in  all  libraries. 

Collections  of  tales  derived  from  Greek  and 
Roman  mythology,  such  as  Kingsley*s  "He- 
roes," Hawthorne's  "Wonder  book"  and  "Tan- 
glewood  tales,"  may  also  be  considered  as 
fairy  tales  derived  from  folk-lore. 


One  of  the  most  exquisitely  told  of  the  old 
Greek  fairy  tales  is  that  of  "Eros  and  Psyche," 
adapted  by  Paul  Cams  from  Apuleius.  The 
story  appeals  to  children,  regardless  of  the 
religious  significance  indicated  in  the  prefoce 
of  the  book. 

"Fairy  tales  from  far  Japan,"  translated  by 
Susan  Ballard,  is  excellent,  particularly  the 
story  of  the  "Magic  mirror,"  which  is  also 
found  in  a  charming  set  of  booklets  published 
in  Tokio,  in  English.  This  set  is  called  the 
"Japanese  fairy  tale  series,"  the  type,  paper 
and  colored  illustrations  being  all  of  Japanese 
manu&cture. 

"Fairy  stories  from  the  little  motmtam." 
by  John  Finnemore,  is  a  good  collection  of 
Welsh  stories  as  is  Frere's  "Old  Deccan  dayb" 
of  Indian  folk-lore. 

"Wigwam  stories,**  edited  by  Mary  Cath- 
erine Judd,  are  told  by  Indians,  or  adapted 
from  ethnological  reports  and  original  sources. 

Mabie's  "Norse  stories  retold  from  the 
Eddas,"  Keary's  "Heroes  of  Asgard,"  "The 
wonder-world  stories"  of  Marie  Pabke  and 
Margery  Deane,  Scudder's  "Book  of  folk  tales'* 
and  Wiltse's  "Folk-lore  and  proverb  stories," 
both  of  the  latter  for  the  youngest  readers, 
the  Countess  d'Aulno/s  fairy  tales,  the  col- 
lections of  Laboulaye  and  the  immortal  tales 
of  Perrault,  we  cannot  afford  to  be  without,  a.<( 
well  as  Howard  Pyle's  "Wonder  clock"  and 
"Pepper  and  salt,"  which  retain  the  old-time 
flavor  and  are  much  enhanced  by  the  author's 
illustrations. 

Literary  fairy  tales, 

Hans  Christian  Andersen's  stories,  while 
based  often  upon  tradition,  are  excluded  by 
Hartland  from  the  list  of  pure  fairy  tales  and 
classed  as  literary.  Yet  even  the  old,  old 
fairy  tales  cannot,  with  justice,  rival  his  in  the 
hearts  of  the  children.  Their  feeling  for  him 
has  been  expressed  by  John  White  Chadwick, 
in  writing  of  another: 

"But  ftfr  I  muse;  I  teem  at  heaven's  door 
To  hear  a  sound  which  there  I  heard  before. 
When  Danish  Hans  that  way  did  softly  wend  — 
A  sound  of  children  making  merriest  din 
Of  welcome,  as  the  old  man  entered  in.'* 

Mary  S.  Claude,  in  "Twilight  thoughts,"  has 
shown  herself  a  graceful  follower  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Andersen.  Such  stories  create  a  ten- 
derness for  plants  and  animals  not  easily  ef- 
faced. 
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It  detracts  nothing  from  the  interest  of  the 
story  that  what  a  child  calls  a  fairy  tale  we 
call  literature.  Even  Dr.  Johnson  recognized 
that  "babies  do  not  want  to  hear  about  babies.'* 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  a  child  should  never 
meet  the  knights  of  the  Round  Table,  or  the 
Charlemagne  legends  —  half  history,  half  ro- 
mance—  or  the  Homeric  tales,  outside  the 
dissecting  room  of  a  literature  class.  Small 
wonder  that  a  child  who  heard  them  there  for 
the  first  time  should  exclaim  with  considera- 
ble animus,  "I  like  to  read,  but  I  hate  lit- 
erature." 

Here  is  a  good  field  for  the  "story  hour"  so 
successfully  introduced  in  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh.  That  edition  which  fol- 
lows most  closely  the  original,  or  is  told  in 
graphic  clear-cut  English,  such  as  Morris  uses 
in  the  "Earthly  paradise"  or  the  "Life  and 
death  of  Jason,"  or  Butcher  and  Lang's  trans- 
lation of  the  Odyssey,  is  the  best  Such  a 
version  read  aloud  is  infinitely  better  than 
the  best  dilution  by  any  well-meaning  atten- 
dant. Skip  judiciously,  but  do  not  weaken  the 
story.  It  is  not  only  the  plot  but  the  charm 
of  style  which  we  wish  to  introduce.  The  ar- 
gument may  of  course  first  be  given,  that  the 
child  be  put  in  sympathy  with  the  situation. 

Modern  fairy  tales. 

A  good  modern  fairy  tale  is  a  rare  article. 
One  may  search  far  and  long  before  finding 
it.  If  it  is  not  worth  reading  twice,  it  is  not 
worth  reading  once.  In  many  of  these  mod- 
ern tales  there  is  an  atmosphere  of  haste 
wholly  lacking  in  the  good  old  tales.  Fairy- 
land has  a  government  of  its  own,  where 
neither  time  nor  space  has  value.  It  lies  "east 
of  the  sun  and  west  of  the  moon." 

One  of  the  best  collections  is  "Granny's 
wonderful  chair,"  by  Frances  Browne  —  in 
the  American  edition  "The  wonderful  chair." 
It  is  well  written,  the  interest  is  well  kept  up, 
and  the  language  is  befitting  the  subject  The 
surest  way  to  test  a  poor  fairy  tale  is  to  first 
read  one  of  unqestionable  merit,  and  to  get 
thoroughly  into  its  atmosphere. 

Good  modern  fairy  tales, 

"Princess  Use,"  by  Marie  Petersen;  a 
gracefully  told  story  of  a  discontented  moun- 
tain brook. 

"Mopsa  the  fairy,**  by  Jean  Ingelcw,  and 


"The  little  lame  prince,"  by  Dinah  Maria 
Craik. 

"Lob-lie-by-thc-fire,"  by  Mrs.  Ewing,  and 
"At  the  back  of  the  North  wind"  and  "The 
Princess  and  Curdie,"  by  George  Macdonald. 

The  average  modem  fairy  tale  is  a  jumble 
of  impossibilities,  with  no  continuity  of  inci- 
dent, well  enough  or  poorly  written,  according 
to  the  ability  of  the  writer. 

"The  magic  fruit  garden,"  by  Marion  Wal- 
lace Dunlop,  is  an  illustration  of  this  kind. 
Two  very  small  children,  in  abbreviated  pina- 
fores, are  studying  their  Monday  lessons ;  one 
is  writing  an  essay  on  Perseverance,  the  other 
is  copying  geographical  names.  By  the  il- 
lustrations, one  may  judge  the  children  to  be 
of  kindergarten  age.  It  is  not  surprising  that 
they  fall  asleep,  and,  to  dreamland  sent,  meet 
with  adventures  enough  to  make  the  strongest 
head  whirl  —  a  case  of  literary  delirium  trem- 
ens. 

"Snow  garden,"  by  Elizabeth  Wordsworth, 
is  on  the  whole  a  good  collection;  the  sto- 
ries, however,  are  of  unequal  merit 

"The  other  side  of  the  sun,"  by  Evelyn 
Sharp,  is  of  negative  goodness.  The  witches 
and  wizards  are  mild  and  amiable,  especial 
care  evidently  being  taken  that  no  child  should 
be  kept  awake  at  night  It  does  no  harm  for 
children  occasionally  to  shiver  and  shake  as 
poor  Hans  in  the  Grimm  collection  longed  to 
do.  The  author's  satisfaction  at  the  expres- 
sion the  "wymps  wimpled"  is  insisted  upon 
a  little  too  frequently. 

"Fairy  folk  of  Blue  Hill,"  by  Lily  F.  Wes- 
selhoeft,  is  of  especial  interest  to  children 
about  Boston,  since  it  accounts  for  the  granite 
quarries  and  pudding  stone  of  the  region.  It 
is  smoothly  written  and  is  not  spoiled  by 
slang  or  pertness. 

"Summer  legends,"  by  Rudolph  Baumbach. 
The  stories  are  not  altogether  fairy  tales  nor 
are  they  written  for  the  youngest  readers. 
71iey  are  gracefully  written  although  they  lose 
somewhat  by  translation.  The  book  is  in 
some  parts  amusing  and  all  the  stories  are 
peopled  with  the  wonderful  creatures  of  fairy- 
land. 

Other  tales  seem  invented  only  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  religious  sentiment,  or 
pointing  a  moral  in  inverse  proportion  to  the 
size  of  the  reader.    Their  authors  seem  some- 
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times  to  have  reached  Mark  Twain's  conclu- 
sion that  *^every  one  being  bom  with  an  equal 
amount  of  original  sin,  the  pressure  on  the 
square  inch  must  needs  be  greater  in  a  baby." 

'' Pixie  and  Elaine  stories/'  by  Carrie  E. 
Morrison,  is  a  mixture  of  fairy  tale  aid  re- 
ligious story.  The  author  speaks  in  her  pre- 
face of  the  stories  having  been  carefully 
pruned.  One  shudders  at  thinking  what  they 
must  have  been  before,  with  such  chapters  aM 
**The  Elaines'  picture  of  heaven,"  and  "The 
pixie  transforms  an  Elaine*'  left  in. 

'*New  book  of  the  fairies,'*  by  Beatrice 
Harraden,  is  marred  by  the  suggestion  of  cru- 
elty to  animals.  In  one  story,  in  place  of  rub- 
bing the  Aladdin  lamp,  that  what  one  wishes 
may  happen,  one  must  pull  the  black  cat's  t.nil. 
h  is  gratifying  to  reflect  that  black  cats  have 
iheir  own  peculiar  method  of  retaliation  for 
such  experiments. 

I  Burlesque  fairy  tales. 

Burlesque  fairy  tales  are  the  most  atrocious 
of  all.  They  are  apt  to  be  broad  in  their  ha- 
mor,  full  of  /iff  de  sUcle  jokes  or  puns,  and 
modem  allusions  which  mar  the  poetry  of  the 
tale  if  there  is  any  in  it,  and  create  an  appe- 
tite for  facetiousness  in  books.  "Lips  wag- 
ging, and  never  a  wise  word,"  one  is  temptfl 
to  say  with  Ben  Jonson.  .  .  .  Copyright  fees 
should  be  trebled  on  this  class  of  books. 

Under  this  head  come : 

"The  book  of  dragons,"  by  E.  Nesbit. 

"Here  they  are!"  by  James  F.  Sullivan; 
full  of  modern  allusions  and  puns. 

"The  pink  hen,"  by  Cuthbert  Sterling;  a 
sort  of  "continuous  performance."  The  pink 
hen  is  hatched  from  a  forgotten  Easter  egg, 
is  driven  from  the  barnyard  by  her  associates 
and  forced  to  seek  her  fortune.  She  links  htr 
fate  with  that  of  a  little  girl  who  has  escape.l 
from  an  ogre,  and  together  they  redeem  a 
prince  from  the  curses  of  bad  fairies.  The 
pink  hen  is  continually  punning,  and  the  prince 
while  still  in  the  cradle  is  addicted  to  smoking. 

It  is  hard  to  tell  how  the  author  of  Jewett*s 
"More  bunny  stories"  would  classify  them. 
We  hope  not  as  fairy  tales.  They  are  poor 
from  any  point  of  view.  The  bunnies  might 
as  well  be  ordinary  children  as  anything. 
They  go  to  lawn  parties,  play  golf,  dance  the 
Virginia  reel,  go  to  West  Point,  tell  folk-lore 


stories,  repeat  Bible  verses  and  say  their 
prayers.  We  are  sometimes  asked  for  a  Sun- 
day book.  For  one  who  must  have  a  special 
book  for  that  day.  this  might  possibly  answer ; 
it  is  certainly  full  of  moral  reflections  and 
pious  sentiment;  but  there  is  no  reason  at 
all  for  reading  it  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday.  The  story  closes  with  a  wedding 
where  the  happy  bunnies  are  united  under  a 
bndal  bell,  while  the  strains  of  the  march 
from  "Lohengrin"  float  in  the  air. 

Humor  is  not  early  developed  in  all  chil- 
dren, which  is  perhaps  why  a  great  many  do 
not  care  for  "Alice  in  Wonderland,"  and  for 
Stockton's  fairy  tales  —  "The  bee  man  of 
Om,"  "The  gritfin  and  the  minor  canon,"  etc 

Laura  E.  Richards'  "Chop-chin  and  the 
golden  dragon"  must  also  be  classed  as  hu- 
morous. It  is  not  as  good  as  the  Toto  sto- 
nes. 

Animal  folk-lore. 

Animal  folk  tales  as  exemplified  in  Joel 
Chandler  Harris's  stories,  "Little  Mr.  Thim- 
ble-finger," "Mr.  Rabbit  at  home,"  "Daddy 
Jake,"  "Uncle  Remus,"  "Story  of  Aaron,"  etc., 
are  excellent.  Brer  Fox  and  Brer  Rabbit,  the 
black  stallion  and  all  the  animal  characters 
are  quite  as  much  realities  to  the  children  as 
Buster  John,  Sweetest  Susan  and  the  Litlle 
Master. 

Ortoii's  "Evening  tales,"  follows  the  same 
general  line. 

Kipling,  too,  in  the  "Jungle  books*'  has  won 
the  hearts  of  the  children,  and  here  there  is 
no  hint  of  the  "garlic  flavor,"  mentioned  by 
Higginson. 

Eraser's  "Mooswa"  also  belongs  to  this 
class. 

A  common  practice  in  modern  fairy  stories 
is  for  the  author  to  open  the  tale  in  this  way : 
A  child  falls  asleep  and  enters  fairyland  via 
the  dream  country.  Often  the  child  has  bc<»n 
sent  to  bed  for  some  misdemeanor,  as  in  the 
"Dream  fox  story  book,"  by  Mabel  Osgood 
Wright,  or  has  fallen  asleep  over  his  task:;, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  "One-eyed  griffin,"  by 
Herbert  E.  Inman,  the  fairy  tales  being  offered 
by  way  of  consolation;  a  reprehensible  prac- 
tice in  itself,  besides  putting  one  out  of  touch 
with  the  real  fairyland.  It  is  too  conspicu- 
ously "make  believe"  and  leads  one  to  suspect 
that  the  author  has  little  confidence  in  his 
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own  production.  As  "good  wine  needs  no 
bush/'  so  a  good  fairy  tale  needs  no  introduc- 
tion or  apology.  In  the  real  fairyland  one 
cannot  easily  be  ungraceful. 

Nature  fairy  tales. 

Nature  fairy  tales  are  more  than  apt  to  be 
failures,  and  often  include  a  great  deal  of  pert- 
ness  and  cheap  talk,  in  their  effort  to  teach 
by  stealth.  .(Charles  Lamb  writes  to  Cole- 
ridge in  regard  to  Goody  Two  Shoes  in  this 
way :  "Think  what  you  would  have  been  now, 
if,  instead  of  being  fed  with  tales  and  old 
wives*  fables,  you  had  been  crammed  with 
geography  and  natural  history.") 

A  conspicuous  example  of  the  faults  of  this 
class  of  story  is  found  in  "Sylvia  in  flower- 
land,**  by  Linda  Gardner.  The  heroine  is  in- 
troduced as  a  high-school  girl,  well-advanced 
in  Latin  and  mathematics,  and  amply  able  to 
supplement  very  largely  the  information  whkh 
the  flowers  give  her  about  themselves.  Linda 
strolls  into  the  fields  and  is  told  all  sorts  of 
facts  about  the  habits  of  plants  by  the  flow- 
ers. The  story  where  the  author  forgets  to 
interject  puns  is  interestingly  told,  certainly 
enough  so  to  attract  a  girl  of  fourteen,  who 
has  any  fondness  for  flowers.  Besides  the 
numerous  puns,  such  glaring  sentences  as  the 
following,  condemn  it.  "I  don't  know  who 
you  mean.*'  "Why  it  is  a  nasty  nettle"!  said 
Sylvia.  "Nasty,  yourself,'*  ejaculated  the  net- 
tle sharply,  "why  do  you  come  shoving  agamst 
me?" 

McCook's  "Old  farm  fairies,"  gives  what 
Mrs.  Malaprop  calls  "a  supercilious  knowl- 
edge" in  its  attempt  to  interest  children  in  in- 
sect life,  by  introducing  diflferent  insects  in  the 
form  of  pixies,  brownies  and  fairies.  While 
it  has  not  the  faults  of  "Sylvia  in  flowerland," 
the  information  is  mainly  crowded  into  foot- 
notes and  appendices,  which  as  a  rule  are 
carefully  avoided  by  children. 

Mabel  Osgood  Wright's  "Tommy  Anne*' 
and  "Wabeno"  are  more  successful;  but  the 
same  amount  of  energy  spent  in  making  the 
facts  of  nature  interesting  in  themselves 
would  be  preferable. 

While  not  assuming  an  absolute  censorship 
in  this  department,  the  principle  of  natural 
selection  may  be  applied  in  discarding  such 
books  as  are  characterized  by  the  faults  here 
cited,   that   we   may   do   our   share   towards 


discouraging  a  taste  for  facetiousness,  flip- 
pancy and  poor  style  in  literature.  For  while 
these  modern,  sham,  soulless  fairy  tales  soon 
lose  themselves  in  the  overwhelming  mass  of 
printed  matter,  in  their  brief  existence  they 
have  time  to  accomplish  considerable  harm. 
Far  better  to  encourage  re-reading  the  im- 
nerishable  tales,  than  to  gratify  an  insatiable 
desire  for  more.  Did  not  we  ourselves  again 
and  again  shed  fresh  tears  over  Cinderella's 
hard  fate,  or  gasp  with  bated  breath  while 
watching  with  Sister  Ann  for  that  distant 
speck  on  the  horizon?  If  children  are  dif- 
ferent to-day,  it  is  partly  because  we  are 
helping  to  make  them  so. 

Abby  L.  Sargent, 
Med  ford  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 

III.    SCIENCE  FOR  CHILDREN. 

In  the  selection  of  books  for  children's  li- 
braries it  is  necessary  to  understand  the  dif- 
ference between  the  aims  and  methods  of  the 
old  education  and  the  new. 

Until  recently  the  schools  have  centered 
their  work  about  man,  studying  his  language, 
literature,  methods  of  reasoning,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  partitioned  off  the  earth 
into  countries.  No  importance  whatever  was 
attached  to  his  physical  surroundings,  which 
form  so  great  a  factor  in  his  life  and  by  wEich 
he  is  so  profoundly  affected.  In  history,  the 
study  of  dates,  battles  and  leaders  was  all 
that  was  required.  In  geography,  the  work 
was  almost  exclusively  conflned  to  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  earth,  the  location  of  mountains, 
rivers,  cities,  and  political  divisions.  Before 
the  establishment  of  the  national  Weather 
Bureau  there  was  scarcely  any  public  inter- 
est manifested  in  the  phenomena  of  the  at- 
mosphere and  its  relation  to  various  weather 
elements.  Many  of  us  can  recall  from  our 
own  experience  the  picture  of  the  earth  di- 
vided into  zones,  but  why  such  a  division  was 
made  did  not  come  up  for  consideration. 

What  are  we  now  aiming  to  do  for  the 
child?  We  are  looking  beyond  the  mere  cul- 
tivation of  memory;  and  we  desire  to  in- 
crease the  child's  point  of  contact  with  the 
world,  to  bring  him  into  closer  relationship 
with  the  life  about  him,  to  broaden  his  sym- 
pathies and  to  develop  the  powers  of  obser\'a- 
tion  and  reason.  In  so  far  as  we  are  able 
to  accomplish  these  results,  we  shall  make  him 
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happier  by  enabling  him  to  understand  the 
great  laws  that  govern  the  universe.  The  child 
is  learning  that  the  facts  of  history  are  the  re- 
sults of  causes,  that  they  are  the  wot  king  out 
of  great  principles  and  that  by  the  compari- 
son of  the  past  with  the  present  he  may  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  future.  From  a  study  of 
the  physical  features  of  the  earth  lie  learns 
that  slopes  determine  the  course  of  rivers  and 
that  cities  are  dependent  for  their  growth 
upon  physical  environment.  The  considera- 
tion of  the  weather  enables  him  to  understand 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere  about  him,  its 
effect  on  climate,  the  cause  of  storms,  and  the 
different  action  of  solar  energy  on  air,  land, 
and  water,  which  renders  possible  life  upon 
the  earth.  Science  demands  an  investigat'.on 
of  the  growth  and  habits  of  plants  apd  ani- 
mals, the  relationship  of  one  form  to  another, 
the  function  and  adaptation  of  parts,  the  effect 
of  surroundings,  while  form  and  structure  are 
results,  not  ends. 

We  want  to  lead  the  child  from  results 
back  to  causes.  The  possession  of  a  vast 
number  of  facts,  unrelated  among  themselves, 
is  valueless  and  even  harmful,  for  the  child 
does  not  look  upon  nature  as  a  whole.  Na- 
ture-study, perhaps  more  than  any  other  sub- 
ject, leads  the  child  into  sympathy  with  his 
environment  He  observes  carefully  and 
thoughtfully  and  thus  the  individual  is  de- 
veloped. From  personal  contact  with  nattire 
he  gains  the  power  of  accurate  observation, 
correct  thinking  and  judgment;  thus  strength- 
ening his  moral  character.  If  this  is  the  effect 
of  nature-study  upon  the  development  of  the 
child,  the  question  comes  to  the  librarian  — 
What  principles  shall  guide  me  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books  that  the  library  with  which  I 
am  connected  may  be  of  assistance  in  accom- 
plishing these  results,  and  meet  the  demand  of 
modem  education  ? 

A  book  for  children  should  be  attractive. 
The  exterior  should  present  a  harmony  of 
color  and  tasteful  decoration.  The  text  should 
be  printed  with  clear  type  upon  good  paper 
and  should  be  well  illustrated.  Colored  plates 
are  preferable,  provided  the  coloring  is  good, 
otherwise  tmcolored  illustrations  are  far  more 
desirable.  The  text  should  be  clear,  simple, 
and  scientifically  correct. 

The  new  scientific  book  differs  from  the  old. 


The  old  style  book  gave  dead  results,  no  sym- 
pathy in  or  interest  for  life  was  arousedt  no 
suggestions  were  given  for  first-hand  observa- 
tions of  nature,  consequently  the  book  ^led 
to  stimulate  a  desire  for  personal  investigation 
that  could  be  verified  by  the  recorded  wcrk 
of  others.  The  new  scientific  book  not  only 
gives  results  but  a  detailed  account  of  the 
methods  employed  in  obtaining  those  results. 
The  reader  is  interested  in  trying  the  same 
experiments,  gains  a  sjrmpathy  and  interest  in 
the  wonderful  life  history  of  a  plant,  bird,  or 
insect,  develops  a  tenderness  for  life  and  feels 
that  all  nature  is  a  sjrmpathetic  unit. 

Within  the  last  few  years  the  interest  that 
has  been  aroused  throughout  the  country  in 
"nature-study,"  has  caused  a  great  demand  for 
this  class  of  books.  Writers  and  publishers 
have  hastened  to  meet  the  demand  and  as  a 
result  the  market  has  been  flooded  with  books 
that  were  made  to  sell.  Too  often  the  writers 
have  not  been  scientific  persons,  and  as  a  re- 
sult the  books  have  been  mere  compilations, 
or  were  not  true  to  facts.  They  lacked  the 
true  spirit  of  science.  Other  authors  have  not 
separated  the  element  of  fiction  from  that  of 
science,  thinking  that  the  child  could  only  be 
interested  in  nature  by  means  of  a  story.  The 
writer  of  this  paper  does  not  believe  that  sci- 
ence books  should  be  made  story  books. 
"Tenants  of  an  old  farm,"  by  McCook,  is  a 
good  illustration  of  the  combination  of  the 
science  and  story  element  The  author  is  a 
naturalist  and  whatever  facts  are  presented 
may  be  accepted  as  being  as  nearly  correct 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  them  since  they  rep- 
resent the  results  of  careful  personal  obser- 
vation. The  author  himself  did  not  believe 
that  the  truths  of  nature  were  so  unattractive 
that  they  needed  to  be  woven  into  a  story  in 
order  that  the  book  might  find  its  way  to  the 
general  reader.  Then  why  did  he  employ  this 
method  ?  He  was  persuaded  by  his  friends  to 
change  the  original  plan  of  the  book  and  pre- 
sented it,  after  much  hesitation,  in  its  pres- 
ent form.  The  book  has  thereby  lost  much 
of  its  usefulness. 

Another  element  that  many  authors  have 
employed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  is  per- 
sonification. That  the  value  of  a  book  is  les- 
sened thereby  and  its  power  over  the  reader 
greatly  decreased,  is  besrond  question.    There 
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xray  be  some  excuse  for  a  limited  amount  of 
personification  in  the  treatment  of  bees,  wasps, 
or  ants,  but  the  majority  of  forms  of  plant 
and  animal  life  does  not  need  the  human 
factor  in  order  to  make  clear  life-relationships. 
Grant  Allen,  in  his  "Story  of  the  plants,"  has 
described  the  use  of  the  stamens  and  pistils 
as  "how  plants  marry"  and  the  modes  of  fer- 
tilization as  "various  marriage  customs."  Al- 
len Gould,  in  "Mother  Nature's  children," 
speaks  of  the  "snakehead"  fish  and  its  young 
as  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snakehead  and  their  ba- 
bies" and  of  the  seed-vessels  of  plants  as 
"ways  the  mother  plants  have  of  cradling 
their  babies."  This  method  of  treating  na- 
ture's truths  does  not  make  the  facts  any 
clearer  to  the  child ;  it  only  tends  to  diminish 
the  grandeur  of  that  truth.  Some  writers 
have  considered  it  desirable  to  embody  the 
thought  in  terms  that  are  already,  or  are  sup- 
posed to  be,  familiar  to  the  child,  that  he 
may  be  able  to  grasp  the  truth.  The  author 
forces  upon  the  child  a  double  task,  since 
he  must  first  get  the  thought  as  it  appears 
and  then  search  for  the  concealed  fact.  This 
process  is  not  liable  to  be  successful.  Mrs. 
Dana,  in  "Plants  and  her  children,"  uses  the 
term  "sweet  stuff"  for  nectar,  "watery-broth" 
fot  the  cell-sap  of  plants.  The  food  of  plants 
is  spoken  of  as  the  "plant's  bill  of  fare,"  and 
in  experssing  the  fact  that  the  crude  sap 
which  is  taken  up  by  the  roots  needs  to  he 
converted  into  elaborated  sap  before  it  may 
be  used  as  food,  she  says  "When  the  watery 
broth  is  cooked  in  the  sun,  the  heat  of  ihe 
sun's  rays  causes  the  water  to  pass  off  through 
the  little  leaf  mouths.  Thus  the  broth  is 
made  fit  for  plant  food."  Must  not  the  child 
possess  some  scientific  knowledge  before  he 
will  be  able  to  understand  the  author's  mean- 
ing? "Plants  and  her  children"  is  a  valua- 
ble bock,  but  would  not  its  merits  be  greatly 
enhanced  if  the  scientific  facts  were  told  in 
simple  language?  They  certainly  have  inter- 
est enough  in  themselves  to  be  attractive  to 
ihe  child.  Books  like  Hooker's  "Child's  book 
of  nature"  should  be  discarded.  They  rep- 
resent the  old  scientific  thought.  No  sympa- 
thy or  interest  in  life  is  aroused,  no  relation- 
ships are  suggested,  no  adaptation  to  environ- 
ment is  shown,  no  incentive  is  given  for  per- 
sonal observation.    Why  should  we  cling  to 


the  old  when  a  book  can  be  obtained  that  will 
more  nearly  satisfy  our  needs  ? 

There  is  often  a  great  difference  in  the  in- 
dividual merits  of  books  by  the  same  author. 
Mabel  Osgood  Wright's  "Birdcraft"  is  val- 
uable, while  "Tommy  Anne  and  the  three 
hearts"  and  "Wabeno"  arc  the  reverse.  The 
last  two  represent  a  type  of  book  that  should 
not  be  included  in  a  science  library.  Th« 
fairy  and  story  element  so  greatly  exceeds  the 
scientific  as  to  render  the  books  absolutely 
valueless,  nor  are  they  a  success  from  a  lit- 
erary standpoint  No  book  in  which  the  au- 
thor wanders  from  one  subject  to  another, 
in  such  rapid  succession  that  the  reader  has 
difficulty  in  following  the  thought,  or  is  po 
vague  that  an  effort  must  be  made  to  under- 
stand the  topic  treated,  can  be  of  much  prac- 
tical value.  The  greater  number  of  the  Ap^ 
pleton's  "Home  reading  books"  possess  little 
merit.  The  selections  were  not  written  for 
children;  they  lack  simplicity,  are  not  attrac* 
tive  and  are  too  technical.  The  article  "The 
life  of  plants"  in  "Plant  world"  would  re- 
quire two  or  three  readings  by  an  adult  in 
order  to  understand  what  the  autbor  was 
discussing.  The  best  books  in  this  series 
are  Weed's  "Insect  world"  and  Holden's 
"Family  of  the  sun"  and  "Stories  of  great  as- 
tronomers." Such  books  as  Fanny  Bergen's 
"Glimpses  at  the  plant  world,"  Carpenter's 
"Geographies,"  Kearton's  "Our  bird  friends," 
and  Weed's  "Stories  of  Insect  life'*  represent 
the  style  of  book  that  the  elementary  science 
of  to-day  demands.  We  do  not  wish  to  make 
scientists  of  the  children,  but  by  means  of  the 
best  books  on  nature-study  we  would  prepare 
the  way  for  elementary  science.  Nature-* 
study  is  not  science,  for  science  is  classified 
knowledge.  So  far  as  possible  let  the  *1(^ 
ments  of  personification  and  fiction  be  omitted, 
do  not  select  books  that  are  too  technical  or 
vague,  that  are  not  well  illustrated,  and  that 
are  not  true  to  science. 

Then  our  libraries  will  contain  books  that 
will  incite  the  self-activity  of  the  child  and 
arouse  the  spirit  of  investigation;  books  that 
will  stimulate  observation  and  inculcate  a 
spirit  of  tenderness  and  love  for  all  life. 
Ella  A.  Holmes,  Assistant  curator. 
Children's  Museum  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute 

of  Arts  and  Sciences. 
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BULLETIN  WORK  FOR  CHILDREN. 


By  Charlotte  Euzabeth  Wallace^  HoMelwood  Branch,  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 


nPHE  primary  object  of  bulletin  work  is  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  children  to 
the  books.  The  bulletin,  like  a  poster,  at- 
tracts the  eye,  arouses  interest  in  a  subject, 
and  advertises  the  books  treating  of  it.  By 
means  of  picture  bulletins  interest  may  be 
awakened  in  topics  before  unnoticed ;  the  chil- 
dren are  curious  to  learn  more  about  the  pu* 
tures  displayed,  their  curiosity  is  further  ex- 
cited by  the  short  descriptive  text,  and  as  a 
result  books  relating  to  the  subject  are  read. 
Thus,  without  rousing  the  children's  suspic- 
ions, we  are  able  to  guide  their  reading. 

The  second  object  is  the  cultivation  cf  the 
children's  appreciation  for  pictures.  If  we  can 
catch  the  eye  by  attractive  pictures,  we  may 
add  to  the  children's  store  of  ideas,  and  aside 
from  broadening  their  knowledge,  bring  them 
under  the  beneficent  influence  of  beauty.  Pic- 
tures of  aesthetic  value  placed  in  a  children's 
room  in  which  harmony  of  decoration,  fur- 
niture, and  arrangement  have  been  considered, 
exert  a  vitally  refining  influence.  When  we 
realize  how  painfully  lacking  in  refinement 
are  many  of  the  homes  of  the  children  who 
visit  the  library,  how  blinded  are  their  e>es 
to  beauty  because  of  their  sordid  surround- 
ings, we  shall  then  see  how  essential  it  is  to 
enrich  their  lives  by  every  means  of  cultiva- 
tion appropriate  to  our  field  of  work. 

Whatever  we  may  do  in  bulletin  work  must 
accord  with  the  high  standard  of  taste  evi- 
denced in  all  of  the  fittings  of  a  dignified 
library.  While  we  are  to  aim  to  attract  the 
children  by  bulletins  which  are  simple  and 
childlike  in  spirit,  we  must  keep  a  sharp  look- 
out that  in  our  effort  to  please  them  our 
bulletins  do  not  become  tawdry  and  fussy  in 
style.  We  are  to  meet  the  children  on  their 
level  and  yet  educate  their  taste  to  a  higher 
standard. 

The  first  practical  consideration  of  bulletin- 
making  is  the  collection  of  material.  Pictures 
may  be  obtained  from  a  variety  of  sources. 
Old  magazines,  book  announcements,  publish 
ers'  catalogues,  book  covers,  book  plates,  rail- 
road guides,  advertising  sheets,  posters,  spe- 
cial  prints,   etc.,  form  the  main   sources  of 


supply.  In  addition  to  a  stock  of  good-toned 
gray  mounting-board  for  regular  use,  colored 
mounting-board  may  be  employed  as  a  suita- 
ble background  for  colored  prints,  or  to  ex- 
press the  main  idea  of  the  bulletin  —  a  deli- 
cate shade  of  green  making  an  effective  mount 
for  certain  pictures  for  bulletins  on  ''Spring.'* 

The  choice  of  subject  is  of  supreme  impor- 
tance. We  should  study  the  children  whom 
we  are  trying  to  benefit,  that  we  may  discover 
their  tastes  and  learn  their  interests.  We  may 
select  a  subject  in  line  with  the  course  of 
school  study.  This  serves  not  only  to  illustrate 
a  subject  in  which  the  children  are  already  in- 
terested, but  is  an  incidental  means  of  making 
known  to  the  teacher  and  pupils  the  useful- 
ness of  the  library  in  furnishing  reading  sup- 
plementary to  the  school  studies.  We  may 
bulletin  a  subject  of  transient  interest,  thus 
informing  the  children  along  this  particular 
line :  or,  we  may  choose  a  topic  which  by  the 
novelty  of  its  presentation,  may  arouse  in- 
terest in  an  unfamiliar  subject,  providing  we 
make  sure  in  choosing  that  we  relate  the  un- 
known to  the  known.  We  always  have  a 
chance  of  illustrating  some  one  of  the  univer- 
sal interests  of  childhood.  Spring  and  au- 
tumn exhibits,  bulletins  on  birds,  flowers,  and 
animals,  certain  anniversaries,  etc.,  invariably 
prove  attractive  to  children.  The  bulletins 
should  be  such  as  to  satisfy  a  catholicity  of 
taste  and  cover  a  wide  range  in  age  and  un- 
derstanding. But  whatever  be  one's  choice  cf 
subject,  let  it  be  carefully  thought  and  wrought 
out,  definite  in  plan  and  purpose,  and  worthy 
the  necessary  expenditure  of  time,  material, 
and  eff^ort. 

It  is  well  to  read  thoroughly  on  a  subject 
before  attempting  to  plan  a  bulletin.  The 
reading  of  sketchy  accounts  in  children'? 
books  is  not  a  sufficient  preparation  for  this 
work.  It  is  better  to  turn  to  more  substantial 
sources  that  we  may  penetrate  the  meaning 
of  the  subject  for  the  children,  and  reflect 
this  in  the  selection  and  arrangement  of  the 
pictures  in  the  text,  and  in  the  talks  with  the 
children  about  the  bulletin.  We  may  thus 
reinforce  the  message  of  the  bulletin  and  lead 
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the  children  to  the  best  book  where  the  in- 
formation they  are  seeking  may  be  found. 

The  explanatory  text  of  the  bulletin  should 
be  direct  and  simple.  Accuracy  of  statement 
is  essential;  this  is  especially  important  in 
scientific  subjects.  Experiment  has  proved 
that  a  concise  and  simple  account  will  be  read, 
when  a  longer  statement  is  passed  unnoticed. 

Poetry  may  be  appropriately  introduced  to 
illustrate  the  thought  of  the  bulletin.  We 
should  select  the  very  best  poems  which  wHl 
serve  the  purpose,  making  sure  they  are  sim- 
ple and  clear  enough  in  meaning  to  be  readi- 
ly understood  by  the  children.  In  bulletin 
work  we  have  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  Ihe 
children  with  the  choicest  poetry.  In  addi- 
tion to  displaying  pictures  which  please  the 
eye,  we  may  also  present  word-pictures,  thus 
making  a  double  appeal  to  the  mind. 

An  annotated  book  list  is  of  great  service 
in  connection  with  the  bulletin.  This  enables 
the  children  to  gain  an  idea  of  the  subject 
matter  of  the  various  books,  and,  if  the  notes 
are  attractive,  induces  them  to  read  a  book 
which  otherwise  might  be  ignored.  In  teach- 
ing the  children  the  use  of  lists  we  are  also 
preparing  them  for  independent  work  later. 
The  books,  it  possible,  should  be  placed  on  a 
shelf  near  the  bulletin,  that  they  may  be  con- 
spicuous and  easily  accessible. 

No  matter  how  beautiful  the  collection  of 
pictures,  nor  how  happy  the  choice  of  sub- 
ject, a  bulletin  will  not  be  successful  unless 
it  is  well  executed.  Technical  skill  is  also 
necessary  in  carrying  out  the  idea.  Not  only 
should  the  bulletin  direct  attention  to  books 
but  it  should  nourish  aesthetic  taste  as  well. 
Form  is  as  important  as  subject  Slipshod 
mounting,  unequal  margins,  untidy  work  in 
general,  detract  from  the  appearance  of  the 
bulletin,  and  are  most  disastrous  object  les- 
sons to  children. 

We  must  collect  only  material  which  is 
worth  while  and  even  from  this  select  with  the 
greatest  care.  Sometimes  it  may  be  necessary 
to  make  use  of  weak  or  faulty  prints  in  refer- 
ence work,  if  a  subject  is  sparingly  illustrated, 
but  such  material  should  be  reserved  for  this 
purpose  rather  than  posted  on  bulletins. 

There  is  danger  in  exhibiting  more  than 
one  bulletin  at  a  time  —  exception  being  made, 
of  course,  for  such  bulletins  as  illustrate  allied 
subjects,   thus    forming   an   exhibition.    The 


lay  of  too  many  pictures  on  any  one  bul- 
letin is  equally  inadvisable.  Have  we  not  all 
of  us  at  times  felt  oppressed  and  confused  by 
the  seemingly  endless  array  of  pictures  at  a 
large  art  exhibit?  The  mind  is  overtaxed  in 
the  effort  to  grasp  it  all.  Knowing  the  pa- 
tience with  which  little  children  study  a  pic- 
ture, even  dwelling  on  the  smallest  detail  with 
delight,  it  would  be  better  to  choose  with  dis- 
crimination, and  avoid  bewildering  the  mincb 
of  the  children,  and  fatiguing  their  attention 
by  a  large  collection  of  pictures.  A  miscel- 
lany of  pictures  or  bulletins  defeats  its  one 
purpose — that  of  making  a  definite  impres- 
sion which  should  lead  to  further  investiga- 
tion of  a  subject. 

The  arrangement  of  the  bulletin  should 
make  its  central  thought  and  object  apparent. 
A  bulletin  on  Lincoln's  life  if  properly  ar- 
ranged could  easily  tell  the  story  of  the  ex- 
periences between  the  log-cabin  and  White 
House.  The  pictures  should  have  some  logi- 
cal grouping,  whether  by  succession  of  events, 
or  according  to  some  natural  relationship, 
as  bringing  a  collection  of  wild  flowers 
together  in  the  order  of  their  appearance, 
birds  and  animals  by  families,  etc. 

Concerning  the  composition  of  the  bulletin, 
we  may  borrow  the  rules  of  pictorial  com- 
position and  adapt  them  to  bulletin  purposes. 
According  to  John  C.  Van  Dyke,  "Pictorial 
composition  may  be  defined  as  the  proportion- 
ate arranging  and  unifying  of  the  different 
features  and  objects  of  a  picture.  .  .  .  There 
must  be  an  exercise  of  judgment  on  the  part 
of  the  artist  as  to  fitness  and  position,  as  to 
harmony  of  relation,  proportion,  color,  light; 
and  there  must  be  a  skilful  uniting  of  all  the 
parts  into  one  perfect  whole."  In  a  bulletin 
as  in  a  picture  there  must  be  a  center  of  in- 
terest. We  should  strive  to  effect  this  by 
sdecting  for  this  purpose  a  picture  which  has 
earned  its  place,  because  it  best  suggests  the 
subject,  or  because  pictorially,  either  through 
tone  or  color,  it  best  adapts  itself  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  composition.  The  other  pictures 
should  be  grouped  accordingly,  always  taking 
account  of  the  subject  and  artistic  value  of 
each  in  placing  them.  The  bulletin  should 
be  built  up  architecturally  as  well,  letting  the 
heavy  pieces  support  the  light.  Such  a  pic- 
ture as  Rosa  Bonheur's  "Ploughing"  should 
not  surmount  Breton's  "Song  of  the  lark." 
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Color  has  its  legitimate  place  in  bulletin 
work  as  children  are  keenly  alive  to  its  at- 
tractiveness. It  is  because  they  are  so  sensi- 
tive and  impressionable  in  this  regard  that  our 
responsibility  is  proportionately  greater;  this 
alone  should  make  us  most  discreet  and  care- 
ful in  its  use.  Van  Dyke  cautions  us  in  rhe 
following  terms:  "Beware  of  your  natural 
taste,  beware  of  bright  pictures  for  they  are 
generally  bad.*'  He  tells  us  "That  'color* 
does  not  mean  brightness  alone;  and  that  a 
'colorist'  is  not  one  who  deals  in  flaming 
colors  with  the  recklessness  of  a  crazy-quilt 
maker,  but  one  who  justly  regards  the  re- 
lationship, the  qualities,  and  the  suitableness 
of  his  colors  one  to  another.  .  .  .'*  Harmony 
strives  to  associate  colors  which  are  congenial 
to  each  other;  however,  it  cannot  be  compre- 
hended in  the  abstract.  We  bring  to  our  bul- 
letin work  the  results  of  our  previous  stand- 
ards of  taste,  be  these  high  or  low.  But 
we  may  raise  our  standards  by  holding 
ourselves  receptive  to  the  influence  of  art, 
whether  it  be  decorative,  ceramic,  textile, 
or  pictorial,  and  appropriate  the  lessons 
which  it  teaches  in  blending  color  into 
harmony.  The  love  of  prime  colors  is  char- 
acteristic of  primitive  man,  while  the  appre- 


ciation of  the  neutral  tones  is  the  acquirement 
of  civilization.  Intdlectual  devdopment  con- 
forms to  the  epochs  of  racial  progress.  Chil- 
dren love  crude  and  elementary  colors.  But 
while  we  make  concession  to  their  taste  we 
should  also  educate  it  to  an  appreciation  of 
the  refined  in  color. 

The  question  of  economy  often  arises  in 
connection  with  bulletin  work.  Are  bulletins 
sufficiently  useful  and  effective  to  pay  for  the 
outlay  of  time  and  money?  In  a  system  of 
central  and  branch  libraries  this  is  not  so 
serious  a  problem  as  the  same  bulletin  may  be 
of  service  in  the  various  libraries.  The  ten- 
dency toward  extravagance  would  appear  in 
the  excessive  quantity  of  bulletins  exhibited, 
rather  than  in  the  expensive  quality  of  any 
one  of  them.  Certainly  we  should  strive  to 
be  economical  in  the  sense  of  planning  the 
material  without  loss  or  waste,  but  "whatever 
is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well," 
and  the  main  question  is,  are  bulletins  worth 
doing  at  all?  The  bulletin  justifies  itself 
by  the  results  it  accomplishes  in  calling 
attention  to  subjects,  guiding  the  reading, 
circulating  books,  and  increasing  the  chil- 
dren's observation  and  enjo)rment  of  pic- 
tures. 


REFERENCE  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN. 
By  Harriet  H.  Stanley,  Brookline  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 


PRELIMINARY  to  preparing  this  report, 
a  list  of  15  questions  was  sent  to  a  num- 
ber of  libraries  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  from  24  of  which  replies  were  received. 
So  far  as  space  would  permit,  the  facts  and 
opinions  obtained  have  been  embodied  in  this 
paper. 

Reference  work  with  grown  people  consists 
in  supplying  material  on  various  topics;  we 
consider  it  sufficiently  well  done  when  the 
best  available  matter  is  furnished  with  as  lit- 
tle cost  of  time  and  trouble  to  the  inquirer  as 
is  consistent  with  the  service  we  owe  to  other 
patrons  of  the  library.  To  a  certain  extent 
this  statement  is  true  also  of  reference  work 
with  children,  but  I  think  we  are  agreed  that 
for  them  our  aim  reaches  further  —  reaches 
to  a  familiarity  with  reference  tools,  to  know- 
ing how  to  hunt  down  a  subject,  to  being  able 
to  use  to  best  advantage  the  material  found. 


In  a  word,  we  are  concerned  not  so  much  to 
supply  information  as  to  educate  in  the  use 
of  the  library.  Seventeen  of  the  24  libraries 
reporting  judge  children  to  be  sent  to  them 
primarily,  if  not  wholly,  for  information.  One 
of  the  first  steps  towards  improving  and  de- 
veloping reference  work  with  children  will 
have  been  taken  when  the  teacher  appreciates 
the  larger  purpose,  since  the  point  of  view 
must  materially  affect  the  character  and  scope 
of  the  work.  Another  forward  step  is  for 
the  library  to  have  definitely  in  mind  some 
plan  for  accomplishing  these  ends.  What- 
ever the  plan,  it  will  in  likelihood  have  to  be 
modified  to  accord  with  the  teacher's  judg- 
ment and  needs,  but  a  definite  proposal  ought 
at  least  to  give  impetus  to  the  undertaking. 

Six  libraries  state  that  a  considerable  part  of 
the  inquiries  they  receive  from  children  are 
apparently  prompted  by  their  individual  inter- 
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cats,  and  not  suggested  by  the  teacher.  These 
inquiries  relate  diiefly  to  sports,  mechanical 
occupations  and  pets.  This  paper  is  confined 
to  the  discussion  of  reference  work  connected 
with  the  schools. 

Library  facilities. 

In  selecting  reference  books  for  the  pur- 
pose, certain  familiar  ones  come  at  once  to 
our  minds.  Beyond  those  there  have  been 
suggested :  Chase  and  Clow's  "Stories  of  in- 
dustry/* "Information  readers,"  Brown's 
"Manual  of  commerce,"  Boyd's  "Triumphs 
and  wonders  of  the  19th  century,"  Patton's 
"Resources  of  the  United  Stetes,"  Geo- 
graphical readers.  Youth's  Companion  geo^ 
graphical  series,  Spofford's  "Library  of  his- 
toric characters,"  Lamed's  "History  for  ready 
reference,"  Ellis's  "Youth's  dictioisary  of 
mythology,"  Macomber's  "Our  authors  and 
great  inventors,"  Baldwin's  "Fifty  famous 
stories,"  "Riverside  natural  history,"  Wright's 
"Seaside  and  wayside,"  bound  volumes  of  the 
Great  Round  World,  and  text-books  on  va- 
rious subjects. 

A  dictionary  catalog  will  be  useful  in  teach- 
ing the  child  to  look  up  subjects  for  himself. 
If  a  separate  catalog  is  provided  for  children, 
the  question  arises  whether  it  is  wiser  to  fol- 
low closely  the  A.  L.  A.  headings  or  to  modify 
them  where  they  differ  from  topics  commonly 
asked  for  by  children  or  used  as  headings  in 
text-books.  This  question  suggests  also  the 
advisability  of  a  modified  classification  for  a 
children's  library. 

Last  and  not  least,  children  should  have 
room  and  service  adapted  to  their  needs,  so 
that  they  may  not  constantly  have  to  be  put 
aside  in  deference  to  the  rightful  demands  of 
adult  readers. 

So  far  as  the  writer  knows,  the  Public  Li- 
brary of  Boston  was  the  first  library  to  open 
a  reference  room  expressly  for  children,  well 
equipped  and  separate  from  the  children's 
reading  room  or  circulating  department,  and 
from  the  general  reference  department  for 
adults. 

Choice  of  topics. 

Many  libraries  report  that  they  find  the 
topics  habitually  well  chosen.  The  gist  of  the 
criticisms  is  as  follows: 

(a)  The  teacher  should  make  clear  to  the 


child  just  what  he  is  to  lode  up  and  how  to 
ask  for  it  An  eastern  library  furnishes  this 
incident : 

"I  want  a  book  about  fiowers." 

"Do  you  want  a  special  flower?" 

"Yes,  I  want  the  rose." 

A  book  oil  the  cultivation  of  roses  is  banded 
her.  Her  companion,  looking  over,  exclaims, 
"Why,  she  wants  the  Wars  of  the  roses!" 
The  same  librarian  was  invited  to  provide 
something  on  American  privileges;  whether 
social,  rdigious,  political,  or  otherwise,  the 
child  did  not  know. 

(6)  The  teacher  should  be  reasonably  sure 
that  there  is  on  the  topic  something  in  print, 
in  usable  shape,  that  can  be  gotten  at  with 
a  reasonable  amount  of  labor. 

(c)  The  subject  when  found  should  be 
within  the  child's  comprehension.  The  topic 
Grasses  is  manifestly  unfit  for  children,  since 
grrasses  are  difficult  to  study,  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  them  in  encyclopedias  and  botanies  is 
too  technical.  An  eight-year-old  had  to  in- 
vestigate the  Abyssinian  war.  Pupils  under 
16  were  assigned  the  topic  Syncretism  in  the 
later  pagan  movement.  A  western  librarian 
was  asked  by  some  girls  for  Kipling's  "Many 
inventions"  and  "Day's  work."  Both  were  out. 
"Well,  what  other  books  of  Kipling's  on  agri- 
culture have  you?"  "Why,  Kipling  hasn't 
written  any  books  on  agriculture;  he  writes 
stories  and  poems."  "But  we  have  to  debate 
on  whether  agrriculture  or  manufacturing  has 
done  more  for  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and 
we  want  a  book  on  both  sides." 

id)  The  topic  should  be  definite  and  not 
too  broad,  and  should  be  subdivided  when 
necessary.  The  briefest  comprehensive  de- 
scription of  Rome  is  probably  that  in  Champ- 
lin's  "Persons  and  places,"  where  the  six 
columns,  already  much  condensed,  would  take 
more  than  an  hour  to  copy.  A  young  girl 
came  to  find  out  about  Italian  painters.  None 
of  the  several  encyclopedias  treated  them 
collectively  under  either  Italy  or  Art.  Mrs. 
Bolton's  book  of  10  artists  includes  four  Ital- 
ians, but  it  takes  some  time  and  skill  to  dis- 
cover them,  as  the  fact  of  their  nationality 
does  not  introduce  the  narrative.  How  should 
a  sixth  grade  pupil  make  a  selection  from 
the  60  painters  in  Mrs.  Jameson's  book? 
Three  names  were  furnished  by  the  librarian, 
and  the  child  made  notes  from  their  biog- 
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raphies.  The  next  day  she  returned  and  said 
she  hadn't  enough  artists. 

(e)  The  question  should  preferably  be  of 
such  nature  that  the  child  can  be  helped  to 
find  it  rather  than  be  obliged  to  wait  while 
the  librarian  does  the  work.  One  inquiry 
was,  "What  eastern  plant  is  sometimes  sold 
for  its  weight  in  gold?"  This  is  not  in  the 
book  of  "Curious  questions." 

(/)  The  topic  should  be  worth  spending 
time  upon.  The  genealogy  of  Ellen  Douglas 
will  hardly  linger  long  in  the  average  mem- 
ory. 

Use  made  of  the  material  by  the  child. 

Suppose  the  topic  to  be  good  and  suitable 
material  to  have  been  found;  for  older  chil- 
dren there  are  two  good  ways  of  using  it  — 
one  to  read  through  and  make  notes  on  the 
substance,  the  other  to  copy  in  selection. 
Children  need  practice  in  doing  both.  The 
first  method  suits  broad  description  and  nar- 
ration, the  second  detailed  description.  There 
seems  to  be  a  prevailing  tendency  to  copy 
simply,  without  sufficient  neglect  of  minor 
points,  a  process  which  shouM  be  left  to  the 
youngest  children,  since  it  furnishes  little 
mental  training,  uses  a  great  deal  of  time, 
keeps  the  writer  needlessly  indoors,  and  fos- 
ters habits  of  inattention,  because  it  is  easy  to 
copy  with  one's  mind  elsewhere.  The  neces- 
sity for  using  judgment  after  the  article  has 
been  found  is  illustrated  by  the  case  of  some 
children  who  came  for  the  life  of  Homer. 
Champlin,  in  about  a  column,  mentions  the 
limits  within  which  the  conjectures  as  to  the 
time  of  Homer's  birth  lie,  the  places  which 
claim  to  be  his  birthplace,  and  tells  of  the 
tradition  of  the  blind  harper.  The  children, 
provided  with  the  book,  plunged  at  once  into 
copying  until  persuaded  just  to  read  the  col- 
umn through.  "When  you  finish  reading,"  I 
said,  "come  to  me  and  tell  me  what  it  says." 
They  came  and  recounted  the  items,  and  only 
after  questioning  did  they  at  all  grasp  the 
gist  of  the  matter,  that  nothing  is  known 
about  Homer.  Even  then  their  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility to  produce  something  tangible  was 
so  great  that  they  would  copy  the  details, 
and  from  the  children  who  came  next  day  I 
judged  that  the  teacher  had  required  some 
facts  as  to  time  and  place  and  tradition. 
While  it  is  true  that  we  learn  by  doing  and  it 
is  well  that  children  should  rely  upon  them- 


selves, it  is  evident  that  young  pupils  need 
some  direction.  Even  when  provided  with 
sub-t(^ics,  they  often  need  help  in  selecting 
and  fitting  together  the  appropriate  facts, 
since  no  article  exactly  suits  their  needs. 
About  half  of  the  reporting  librarians  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  is  the  teacher's  business  to 
instruct  pupils  in  the  use  of  books ;  they  con- 
sider the  library  to  have  done  its  share  when 
the  child  has  been  helped  to  find  the  ma- 
terial. The  other  half  believe  such  direction 
as  is  suggested  above  to  be  rightly  within  the 
librarian's  province;  several,  however,  who 
express  a  willingness  to  give  such  help,  add 
that  under  their  present  library  conditions  it 
is  impracticable.  We  can  easily  see  that  time 
would  not  permit  nor  would  it  be  otherwise 
feasible  for  the  teacher  to  examine  every  col- 
lection of  notes  made  at  the  library,  but  there 
ought  to  be  some  systematic  work  where  the 
topics  are  thoughtfully  chosen,  the  librarian 
informed  of  them  in  advance,  and  the  notes 
criticised.  A  moderate  amount  of  reference 
work  so  conducted  would  be  of  greater  ben- 
efit than  a  large  quantity  of  the  random  sort 
which  we  now  commonly  have.  Five  libra- 
rians state  that  they  are  usually  given  the 
topics  beforehand.  Several  others  are  pro- 
vided with  courses  of  study  or  attend  grade 
meetings  in  which  the  course  is  discussed. 

Systematic  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library. 

While  a  general  effort  is  being  made  to  in- 
struct children  individually,  only  a  few  libra- 
ries report  any  systematic  lessons.  In  Prov- 
idence each  visiting  class  is  given  a  short  de- 
scription of  books  of  reference.  In  Hartford 
an  attempt  at  instruction  was  made  following 
the  vacation  book  talks.  In  Springfield, 
Mass.,  last  year  the  senior  class  of  the  litera- 
ture department  was  given  a  lesson  on  the 
use  of  the  library,  followed  by  two  practice 
questions  on  the  card  catalog.  In  one  of  the 
Cleveland  branches  talks  are  given  to  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  At  the  Central  High 
School  of  Detroit  the  school  librarian  has  for 
the  past  three  years  met  the  new  pupils  for  40 
minutes'  instruction,  and  test  questions  are 
given.  A  detailed  account  of  similar  work 
done  in  other  high  school  libraries  is  to  be 
found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Chautauqua 
conference.  Cambridge  has  given  h  lecture 
to  a  class  or  classes  of  the  Latin  school.  In 
the  current  library  report  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
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la.,  is  outlined  in  detail  a  course  of  12  les- 
sons on  bookmaking,  the  card  catalog,  and 
reference  books.  The  librarian  of  Michigan 
City,  Ind.,  writes :  "Each  grade  of  the  schools, 
from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth,  has  the  use  of 
our  class  room  for  an  afternoon  session  each 
month.  Each  child  is  assigned  a  tc^ic  on 
which  to  write  a  short  composition  or  give  a 
brief  oral  report.  When  a  pupil  has  found 
all  he  can  from  one  source,  books  are  ex- 
changed, and  thus  each  child  comes  into  con- 
tact with  several  books.  At  these  monthly 
library  afternoons  I  give  short  talks  to  the 
pupils  on  the  use  of  the  library,  the  reference 
books,  and  the  card  catalog,  accompanied  by 
practical  object  lessons  and  tests."  At  Brook- 
line  our  plan  is  to  have  each  class  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  grades  come  once  a  year  to 
our  school  reference  room  at  the  library.  The 
teacher  accompanies  them,  and  they  come  in 
school  hours.  The  school  reference  librarian 
gives  the  lesson.  For  the  eighth  gmdt  we 
consider  the  make-up  of  the  book  —  the  title- 
page  in  detail,  the  importance  of  noting  the 
author,  the  significance  of  place  and  date  and 
copyright,  the  origin  of  the  dedication,  the 
use  of  contents  and  index.  This  is  followed 
by  a  description  of  bookmaking,  folding,  sew- 
ing and  binding,  illustrated  by  books  pulled 
to  pieces  for  the  purpose.  The  lesson  closes 
with  remarks  on  the  care  of  books.  The 
ninth  grade  lesson  is  on  reference  books,  and 
is  conducted  largely  by  means  of  questioning. 
A  set  of  test  questions  at  the  end  emphasizes 
the  description  of  the  books.  In  these  lessons 
the  pupils  have  shown  an  unexpected  degree 
of  interest  and  responsiveness.  The  course 
brought  about  400  children  to  the  library,  a 
few  of  whom  had  never  been  there  before. 
These  were  escorted  about  a  little,  and  shown 
the  catalog,  charging  desk,  bulletins,  new 
book  shelves,  etc.  Every  one  not  already  hold- 
ing a  card  was  given  an  opportunity  to  sign  a 
registration  slip.  The  following  year  the 
eighth  grade,  having  become  the  ninth,  has 
the  second  lesson.  With  these  lessors  the  at- 
titude of  the  children  towards  the  library  has 
visibly  improved,  and  we  are  confident  that 
their  idea  of  its  use  has  been  enlarged. 

Bibliographical  work. 

The  inquiry  was  made  of  the  reporting  li- 
braries whether  any  bibliographical  work  was 


being  done  by  the  high  school.  The  question 
was  not  well  put,  and  was  sometimes  mis- 
understood. Almost  no  such  work  was  re- 
ported. At  Evanston,  111.,  one  high  school 
teacher  has  taught  her  class  to  prepare  bib- 
liographies, the  librarian  assisting.  At  Brook- 
line  we  have  ambitions,  not  yet  realized,  of 
getting  each  high  school  class  to  prepare  one 
bibliography  a  year  (we  begin  modestly)  00 
some  subject  along  their  lines  of  study.  Last 
May  the  principals  of  two  grammar  schools 
offered  to  try  their  ninth  grades  on  a  simple 
bibliography.  The  school  reference  librarian 
selected  some  60  topics  of  English  history  — 
Bretwalda,  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  East  India 
Company,  the  Great  Conmioner,  etc.  Each 
bibliography  was  to  include  every  reference 
by  author,  title  and  page  to  be  found  in  the 
books  of  the  school  reference  collection  of 
the  public  library.  The  pupils  displayed  no 
little  zest  and  enjoyment  in  the  undertaking, 
and  some  creditable  lists  were  made.  Obser- 
vation of  the  work  confirmed  my  belief  in  its 
great  practical  value.  Pupils  became  more 
keen  and  more  thorough  than  in  the  usual 
getting  of  material  from  one  or  two  refer- 
ences on  a  subject.  Such  training  will  smooth 
the  way  and  save  the  time  of  those  students 
who  are  to  make  use  of  a  college  library,  and 
is  even  more  to  be  desired  for  those  others 
whose  formal  education  ends  with  the  high 
or  grammar  schools. 

The  practice  of  sending  collections  of  books 
from  the  public  library  to  the  schools  is  be- 
coming general.  When  these  collections  are 
along  the  lines  of  subjects  studied,  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  reference  use  of  the  library  by 
pupils  might  be  somewhat  diminished  there- 
by. No  doubt  it  is  a  convenience  to  both 
teacher  and  pupils  to  have  books  at  hand  to 
which  to  refer.  The  possession  of  an  inde- 
pendent school  library  also  tends  to  keep  the 
reference  work  in  the  school.  But  in  neither 
case  ought  the  reference  use  of  the  public  li- 
brary or  its  branches  to  be  wholly  or  mate- 
rially overlooked,  since  it  is  on  that  that 
pupils  must  depend  in  after  years,  and  there- 
fore to  that  they  must  now  be  directed.  We 
recognize  that  the  people  of  modest  means 
need  the  library.  As  for  the  very  well-to-do, 
the  library  needs  them.  Other  things  being 
equal,  the  pupil  who  has  learned  to  know  and 
to  know  how  to  use  his  public  library  ought 
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l^ter  so  to  appreciate  its  needs  and  so  to  rec- 
ognize the  benefits  it  bestows  that  he  will  be 
concerned  to  have  it  generously  supported 
and  wisely  administered. 

Even  we  librarians  claim  for  our  public 
collections  no  such  fine  service  as  is  rendered 
by  those  private  treasures  that  stai:d  on  a 
person's  own  shelves,  round  which  'our  pas- 
time and  our  happiness  will  grow."  Books 
for  casual  entertainment  are  more  and  more 
easily  come  by.  But  so  far  as  our  imagina- 
tion reaches,  what  private  library  will  for 
most  readers  supplant  a  public  collection  of 
books  for  purposes  of  study  and  reference? 


Is  it  not  then  fitting  that  we  spend  time  and 
effort  to  educate  young  people  to  the  use  of 
the  public  library?  Do  not  the  methods  for 
realizing  this  end  seem  to  be  as  deserving  of 
systematic  study  as  the  details  of  classifica- 
tion and  of  cataloging?  We  have  learned  that 
to  bring  school  authorities  to  our  assistance 
our  faith  must  be  sufficient  to  convince  and 
our  patience  must  be  tempered  by  a  kindly  ap- 
preciation of  the  large  demands  already  made 
upon  the  schools.  Have  we  not  yet  to  learn 
by  just  what  lessons  and  what  practice  work 
the  reference  use  of  the  public  library  can 
best  be  taught  to  children? 


VITALIZING  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOL. 

I.  THE  SCHOOL. 

By  May  L.  Prentice,  City  Normal  School,  Cleveland,  0. 


'W  EARS  ago  a  little  girl  ran  down  a  country 
road  to  meet  the  light  wagon  returning 
from  town  with  the  purpose  of  climbing  into 
the  back  and  so  getting  a  ride.  Without  turn- 
ing, the  wise  elder  brother  spoke  from  the 
driver's  seat:  "I  wouldn't  undertake  that  if  I 
were  you."  And  over  his  shoulder  a  breath- 
less but  dignified  voice  answered,  "But  I 
have  already  undertooken  it !" 

A  similar  answer  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected from  the  library  to  any  well-meant  but 
tardy  advice  from  the  school-side  in  regard  to 
the  vitalization  of  the  relation  between  the 
school  and  the  library.  It  has  already  besn 
accomplished,  and  comparatively  small  thanks 
are  due  to  the  school  for  its  doing. 

Graded  lists  of  books,  special  lists  of  ma- 
terials for  occasions,  library  league  work,  the 
establishment  of  school  branch  libraries,  all 
these  have  been  the  work  of  the  library  in  ;i 
much  larger  measure  than  of  the  school. 

However,  there  are  many  teachers  who 
share  the  library's  buoyant  faith  in  the  bless- 
ing which  books  bring.  These  have  been  first 
to  appreciate  all  which  the  library  has  offered 
them.  They  have  accepted  all  that  has  been 
offered  them  and  asked  for  more.  They  have 
circulated  library  books  through  their  own 
ftchools,  sometimes  at  considerable  cost  and 
trouble  to  themselves,  and  for  years  have 
done  all  in  their  power  to  make  their  pupils 
wise  and  discriminating  patrons  of  the  libra- 


ry. That  the  children  of  their  care  and  love 
might  have  life  and  have  it  more  abundantly 
—  that  is  why  they  have  done  these  things. 

These  teachers  are  comparatively  few. 

That  it  is  any  function  of  the  school  to  give 
joy  to  its  children  is  an  idea  of  slow  growth. 
A  child's  school-time  is  usually  thought  of  as 
preparation  for  living  and  not  as  living  itsell 
Hence  the  rebuke  of  the  teacher  to  the  rhild 
who  interrupts  the  "nature-lesson"  to  blow 
the  thistle-down  which  waves  over  his  head, 
or  to  watch  the  bee  which  booms  against  the 
window-pane,  or  the  hawk  which  floats  lazily 
against  the  blue  sky.  Life  is  such  a  wild,  wil- 
ful, irregular  thing.  Quietude,  prudent  inac- 
tion, is  so  much  safer. 

So  with  books.  It  is  the  old  search  for 
life,  life,  more  abundant  life  —  for  knowledge 
of  it,  for  entrance  into  it  —  which  sends  the 
child  to  the  fairy-story,  the  boy  to  the  tale 
of  adventure,  the  young  girl  to  the  story  of 
romance,  the  older  man  and  woman  to  the 
realistic  novel.  And  it  is  the  instinctive  feel- 
ing of  the  teacher  and  parent  that  life  is  a 
dangerous  force  and  difficult  of  control  which 
has  made  school  and  home  look  askance  upon 
reading  which  the  child  finds  too  enjoyable. 

There  is  another  feeling  or  belief  which  lies 
back  of  our  doubt  of  work  or  study  or  read- 
ing which  is  too  enjoyable.  It  is  in  r^;ard  to 
the  part  which  love  of  ease  plays  in  human 
enjoyment.    Love  of  ease  is  strong  in  human 
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nature,  and  the  man  who  tries  to  get  his 
knowledge  of  human  life  mainly  through  the 
novel  has  indeed  sought  a  short-cut  to  his 
end  which  will  bring  him  but  a  short  dis- 
tance on  his  way.  This  is  not  the  time  nor 
place  for  the  discussion  of  the  value  of  Action, 
but  undoubtedly  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  man's  indolence  is  a  strong  factor  in 
man's  enjo3rment  of  certain  lines  of  reading, 
and  indolence  is  a  bad  thing.  Therefore,  we  dis- 
trust the  value  of  such  reading.  Whether  we 
like  or  dislike  it,  however,  we  are  obliged  to 
admit  that  fiction  is  a  permanent  form  of  lit- 
erature, that  our  children  will  read  it,  and  that 
the  question  for  us  to  settle  is  shall  it  be  good 
or  poor. 

What,  then,  has  the  teacher  to  do?  Two 
things :  To  be  the  atmosphere  from  which  the 
child  breathes  in  love  for  and  delight  in  good 
books.  This  is  first  All  things  in  the  way  cf 
learning  are  possible  after  this.  Second,  To 
be  the  pupij's  guide  and  director  in  what  may 
be  called  his  "laboratory  practice"  with  books. 

The  Autocrat,  mellowest  of  men  of  ideas, 
once  suggested  that  every  college  and  univer- 
sity should  have  a  professorship  of  books. 
The  Autocrat  was  an  ingrained  aristocrat,  al- 
though one  most  mild  and  kind.  The  true 
democratic  idea  is  that  a  professorship  of 
books  should  be  established  in  every  school- 
room. 

But  how  shall  the  blind  lead  the  blimi? 
How  shall  the  teacher  who  herself  never  has 
learned  to  know,  to  enjoy,  and  to  choose  good 
books  guide  others  to  do  so? 

The  library  is  a  storehouse  of  great  thought, 
an  unfailing  source  of  healthful  recreation, 
but  also  the  library  is  the  mine  in  which  the 
practical  man  and  woman,  the  lawyer,  the 
machinist,  the  scientist,  the  teacher,  must  dig 
deep  for  information,  if  he  is  to  keep  near  the 
head  in  his  own  line  of  work. 

So  far,  as  I  have  said  before,  nearly  all 
organized  effort  to  teach  the  teachers  along 
these  lines  has  come  from  the  library.  Cer- 
tain normal  school  and  college  librarians  have 
done  much,  but  to  a  large  extent  the  v/ork 
has  been  on  sufferance.  Odds  and  ends  *^i  the 
students'  time  and  attention  have  been  given 
to  it. 

The  desirable  thing  is  that  the  study  of  juv- 
enile literature  and  the  use  of  the  library  shall 
take  equal  rank  with  other  studies  in  the  prep- 


aration of  prospective  teachers ;  that  the  nor- 
mal school,  the  pedagogical  department  of  the 
college  and  university,  the  teachers'  summer- 
school  and  institute,  shall  recognize  this  sub- 
ject in  their  curricula. 

The  practical  side  of  library  use  —  its  me 
for  information  —  is  easily  seen  by  the  puUiCr 
and  schools  for  teachers  can  quite  readily 
be  induced  to  make  room  for  the  course  of 
study  suggested. 

In  the  Qeveland  City  Normal  Training 
School  an  attempt  to  carry  out  such  a  course 
of  study  has  been  made.  A  term's  work  is 
given  in  juvenile  literature  and  the  use  of  the 
library.  Moreover,  this  subject  is  placed  upon 
an  equality  with  the  philosophy  of  teaching, 
history  of  education  and  psychology. 

As  yet  the  work  is  not  thoroughly  organ- 
ized. We  feel,  however,  that  some  things  of 
value  have  been  already  accomplished. 

In  a  twelve- weeks'  term  a  class  of  ii6 
prospective  teachers  (the  junior  class  of  the 
school;  have  taken  notes  on  a  series  of  talks 
on  reference  books.  They  have  learned  some- 
thing of  the  comparative  value  of  various 
standard  encyclopaedias,  gazetteers,  diction- 
aries and  indexes,  and  they  have  been  setit  to 
the  public  library  a  half-day  at  a  time  to  da 
work  which  required  the  use  of  these. 

For  instance,  a  study  of  the  life  of  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  talk  on  the  subject  to  fifth-grade 
pupils.  The  students  were  required  to  look 
up  all  the  available  material  in  the  library, 
looking  not  only  in  the  printed  and  lard 
catalogs  for  individual  and  collective  biogra- 
phy, but  in  the  various  indexes  —  Poole's,  the 
Annual,  the  Cumulative  —  for  magazine  arti- 
cles. They  were  required  to  select  the  four  or 
five  articles  fotmd  most  valuable  and  to  es- 
timate their  comparative  value  for  the  pur- 
pose in  hand,  making  definite  statements  of 
the  points  of  value.  They  were  required  to 
make  careful  and  well-worded  notes  from  the 
best  material  available,  either  books  or  peii- 
odicals,  always  giving  the  source,  and  to  read 
these  notes  in  class  subject  to  the  criticism  of 
their  instructor  and  school  mates.  And,  last- 
ly, they  were  required  to  write  the  story  of 
Stevenson's  life  as  they  would  tell  it  to  the 
children. 

Careftd  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  printed 
and  card  catalogs  and  of  indexes  had  pre- 
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ceded  this  assignment  We  were  fortunate  in 
2K>ssessing  quite  a  large  number  of  issues  of 
the  Cumulative  index  unbound.  It  was  thus 
possible  to  place  one  of  these  in  the  hands  of 
each  student  during  instruction  on  the  sub- 
ject.   This  was  a  considerable  aid. 

There  was  too  much  work  with  the  less- 
used  ready-reference  books.  Next  year  the 
number  will  be  largely  reduced. 

A  study  of  fairy  stories  was  made.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  find  a  philosophical  basis 
for  the  love  of  children  for  fairy  stories.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  discriminate  between  the 
good  and  the  bad  fairy  story.  Felix  Adler's 
"Moral  instruction  of  children*'  was  helpful 
here,  but  the  study  of  the  fairy  stories  at 
first  hand  is  still  more  helpful. 

The  following  books  were  read  by  the 
whole  class: 

(i)  Alcott's  "Little  women."  Lessons  were 
given  on  reading  it  with  the  children. 

(2)  Mara    L.    Pratt's    "History    stories," 
vol.  3. 

(3)  Eggleston's  "First  lessons  in  American 
history."  The  Pratt  and  Eggleston  books 
were  read  in  succession  for  the  purpose  of 
contrasting  them.  A  yet  better  contrast  would 
have  been  Baldwin's  "Fifty  famous  stories.'' 

(4)  Frau  Spyri's  "Heidi."  Some  of  our 
girls  read  this  story  in  the  original  German 
but  most  in  the  translation  published  by 
Ginn  &  Co.  It  is  a  charming  story  of  a 
breezy  little  maiden  whose  home  was  in  the 
Swiss  Alps,  and  one  of  the  rather  scarce  de- 
sirable books  for  the  fourth  grade. 

(5)  Mrs.  Bumetfs  "Sara  Crewe."  This 
was  read  as  a  type  of  the  "child  novel"  and 
for  the  sake  of  a  study  of  the  charms,  clan- 
gers and  benefits  of  this  class  of  books. 

(6)  Howard  Pyle's  "Men  of  iron"  was 
read  as  a  study  of  the  worthy  historical  story. 

The  following  outline  was  given  the  stu- 
dents as  an  aid  in  judging  the  books  read : 
-Outline  to  aid  in  estimating  a  juvenile  book, 

1.  Written  when?    By  whom?    For  children 

or  adults?  [e.g.,  "Robinson  Crusoe" 
and  "Gulliver's  travels"  were  written 
for  adults.]  If  for  children,  of  what 
age?  (Consider  both  manner  and  mat- 
ter.) 

2.  Essential  purpose  of  the  book:  Recrea- 

tive? Instructive?  Moral?  Is  the  rec- 
reation afforded  wholesome?    The  in- 


struction reliable?  The  moral  lessons 
sound? 

3.  Style:  Is  it  dear?    Correct?    Beautiftil? 

Suitable? 

4.  If  a  story,  What  is  the  strongest  charac- 

ter in  it?  The  most  effective  passage? 
Give  reasons  for  thinking  so.  Is  it 
true  to  life? 

5.  Is  the  book  a  creator  of  ideals  ?   How  so  ? 

Along  what  lines? 

An  effort  was  made  that  there  should  be 
no  formal  adherence  to  this  outline.  Papers 
on  the  books  read  were  required  in  which  the 
outline  could  not  be  used.  For  example, 
after  reading  "Men  of  iron"  the  students  were 
required  to  write,  in  class,  a  paper  on  "The 
education  of  a  boy  in  chivalry"  based  on  the 
story  of  Myles  Falworth. 

The  oral  discussions  of  these  books  were 
often  very  animated. 

Each  student  was  also  required  to  band 
in  an  annotated  list  of  at  least  ao  books  ac- 
tually read  by  the  student  and  judged  by 
her  suitable  for  the  grade  in  which  she  is  to 
train.  An  oral  discussion  of  these  lists  took 
place,  and  the  student  in  many  cases  was 
required  to  justify  her  judgment,  and  to 
answer  questions  in  regard  to  the  books  read. 

Some  of  these  lists  were  very  cheering. 
One  excellent  list  for  the  sixth  grade,  wiUi 
very  original  annotations  contained  60  in- 
stead of  20  books  actually  read,  and  30  toore 
which  the  student  had  listed  to  be  read  at 
her  convenience. 

Not  all  of  the  lists  were  of  that  character. 
A  list  for  the  third  grade  recommended  "Gul- 
liver's travels,  by  Gulliver*'  as  a  valuable  aid 
in  geography. 

The  instance  is  eloquent  of  the  value  of  a 
course  of  study  which  results  in  the  illumina- 
tion or  the  elimination  of  such  a  student. 

Much  remains  to  be  worked  out,  but  a  be- 
ginning has  been  made. 

Ours  is  one  instance  of  the  awakening  of  the 
school  to  the  value  of  the  privileges  ^hich 
the  library  gives  it.  And  as  the  reward  of 
doing  work  well  is  invariably  to  have  more 
work  to  do,  from  the  school  fully  awakened 
the  library  shall  receive  its  exceeding  great 
reward  in  more  work  to  be  done. 

Except  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
Qeveland  Public  Library  the  little  experiment 
here  outlined  could  not  have  been  undertaken. 


WARREN. 
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VITALIZING  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  LIBRARY  AND  THE  SCHOOL. 

II.  THE  LIBRARY. 

By  Irene  Warren,  Librarian  University  of  Chicago  School  of  Education, 


n^HE  establishment  of  the  Library  Section 
of  the  National  Educational  Associa- 
tion was  proof  that  the  thoughtful  librarians 
and  school  men  of  this  country  believed  that 
an  effective  co-operation  between  public 
schools  and  public  libraries  was  possible.  In 
many  states  library  sections  of  the  state  teach- 
ers' associations  have  been  formed.  Many 
public  libraries  have  for  some  time  past  sys- 
tematically sent  both  books  and  lists  of  books 
to  the  public  schools. 

No  sooner  had  this  been  done  than  libra- 
rians and  teachers  both  saw  that  they  had 
made  but  a  beginning,  and  the  next  steps, 
and,  indeed,  the  present  needs,  are  to  bring 
about  a  more  intelligent  use  of  both  books  and 
libraries  and  to  place  larger  and  better  ar- 
ranged collections  within  easy  access  of  the 
pupils.  Rarely  do  the  teachers  find  the  libra- 
ries adequate  to  the  reference  work  or  the 
collateral  reading  they  wish  the  pupils  to  do. 
The  funds  are  seldom  sufficient  to  keep  the 
libraries  up  to  date.  There  is  no  one  person 
in  the  school  who  knows  how  to  organize  and 
administer  the  library,  and  therefore  whatever 
work  the  teachers  do  in  this  line  is  at  a  greater 
expense  of  both  time,  energy  and  material 
than  it  would  be  were  it  done  by  one  having 
had  a  library  training.  The  school  buildings 
are  frequently  closed  to  the  students  shortly 
after  the  school  session,  usually  by  five  o'clock, 
and  always  on  holidays  and  during  vacations. 
Most  of  the  pupils'  reading  and  research  must 
therefore  be  done  in  the  one  or  two  books 
which  he  carries  home  with  him.  The  Buffalo 
Public  Library  made  another  step  in  organiza- 
tion when  it  offered  to  take  the  collections  of 
books  from  any  of  the  public  schools  in  the 
city  and  in  return  mend,  rebind,  catalog,  clas- 
sify them,  furnish  such  schools  as  agreed  to 
this  arrangement  with  the  books  they  needed, 
either  from  their  own  collections  or  from 
that  of  the  public  library,  and  appoint  two 
attendants  to  look  after  the  school  work. 

The  public  school  began  with  the  one  cen- 


tral school  in  the  community,  but  it  soon 
found  that  it  must  establish  branches  if  it 
reached  all  of  the  children  of  the  city.  To- 
day there  is  no  town  of  any  considerable  size 
but  has  its  central  school  with  a  high  school 
usually,  and  its  branches  on  the  north,  east, 
south  and  west  sides.  The  public  library, 
following  the  public  schools,  has  found  that 
it  cannot  reach  the  people  of  the  community 
unless  it  delivers  books  to  the  various  parts 
of  the  town,  and  moreover  establishes  branch 
reading  rooms  where  at  least  reference  books 
may  be  consulted  and  magazines  read. 

As  in  the  history  of  the  schools,  so  in  the 
history  of  the  libraries,  provision  was  first 
made  for  the  mature  student  Educators  have 
been  slow  to  see  that  they  should  begin  with 
the  child  before  he  has  established  habits  of 
thought  and  action.  Not  until  the  public  li- 
brary is  considered  a  vital  factor  in  the  edu- 
cational scheme  of  a  city  can  it  hope  to  secure 
its  best  results,  nor  is  this  possible  when  the 
central  library  and  its  few  branches  are  re- 
moved, as  at  present,  from  the  public  schools. 
The  libraries  and  the  schools  should  be 
housed  in  close  proximity  to  do  the  most  ef- 
fective work. 

It  is  with  keen  interest  that  the  experiment 
in  New  York  City  is  being  watched.  It  cer- 
tainly seems  as  if  the  most  economical  ar- 
rangement would  be  to  have  the  branch  of 
the  public  library  so  placed  in  a  school  build- 
ing that  the  students  would  have  free  access 
to  it,  and  the  public  also,  not  only  during 
school  hours  but  public  library  hours.  It 
seems  the  logical  duty  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation to  furnish  the  few  necessary  reference 
books  that  are  in  continual  demand  in  every 
school  room  and  also  the  sets  of  books  which 
are  used  for  supplementary  reading.  It  does, 
on  the  other  hand,  seem  that  the  public  li- 
brary can  furnish  a  larger  general  collection, 
in  better  editions  and  keep  them  in  better 
condition  for  less  money  and  with  better  re- 
sults than  can  the  public  schools. 
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The  already  crowded  curriculum  in  most 
of  our  public  schools  made  many  an  educator 
hesitate  when  a  course  in  library  economy 
was  suggested.  One  can  indeed  see  a  time 
not  far  distant,  it  is  hoped,  when  such  a 
course  will  not  be  thought  necessary.  Such 
a  time  will  be  when  instructors  have  awak- 
ened to  a  much  greater  appreciation  of  the 
value  and  use  of  bibliography  and  the  need  of 
training  students  in  this  line.  Along  with 
this  will  develop  a  desire  in  the  student  to 
keep  his  own  references  and  material  so 
arranged  that  he  will  be  able  to  use  them 
easily.  There  will  still  be  considerable  of 
a  general  bibliographical  character,  hand- 
books, etc.,  which  would  be  of  value  in  all 
subjects  and  yet  perhaps  be  overlooked  by  the 
specialists,  that  could  be  called  to  the  students' 
attention  through  such  a  pamphlet  as  was  re- 
cently compiled  by  Mr.  Andrew  Keogh,  of 
Yale  University  Library,  under  the  title, 
"Some  general  bibliographical  works  of  value 
to  the  students  of  English." 

There  is  a  phase  of  library  economy  that 
every  teacher  should  know,  and  which  it 
seems  must  always  have  its  proper  place  in 
the  curriculum  of  the  normal  school.  That 
is  the  knowledge  of  how  to  obtain  books. 
Every  teacher  should  know  what  the  laws  of 
his  state  are  regarding  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  the  public  library  and  the 
public  school  library,  and  how  these  laws 
compare  with  those  of  other  states.  He  should 
know  what  aid  he  can  gain  through  the  trav- 
elling library  system,  should  he  be  in  a  vil- 
lage or  country  district,  and  the  possible  co- 
operation between  the  public  library  and  the 
public  schools  should  he  be  assigned  to  a  city. 
Just  as  the  public  schools  are  finding  that  they 
must  adapt  their  curriculum  to  the  needs  of 
the  children  of  a  certain  district  or  class,  so 
the  public  library  has  the  same  lesson  to  learn. 
The  Carnegie  Public  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
has  been  one  of  the  first  to  recognize  this  in 
the  establishment  of  home  libraries.  It  has 
thus  reached  a  class  of  children  that  could  be 
reached  in  no  other  way,  and  why  should  not 
the  public  library  as  well  as  the  public  school 
aim  to  reach  these  less  fortunate  children? 

The  subject  of  children's  literature  should 
be  a  serious  one  with  every  teacher  of  chil- 
dren.    The  best  writers   for  children,  best 


illustrators,  and  best  editions  should  be  part 
of  the  normal  school  student's  knowledge 
when  he  completes  his  course  and  goes  oat  to 
teach.  It  is  a  great  problem  with  him  now 
how  he  shall  keep  this  information  up  to  date, 
when  there  are  hundreds  of  books  coming  out 
every  year  and  his  school-room  duties  absorb 
so  much  of  his  time.  Here  is  the  librarian's 
opportunity  to  be  of  great  aid  to  the  public 
school  teacher  by  issuing  lists  of  the  best 
children's  books  on  various  subjects,  exhibit- 
ing them  in  the  library  from  time  to  time,  and 
to  the  schools  for  trial,  as  so  many  libraries 
are  now  doing.  In  the  country  districts  the 
library  commissions  must  supply  this  infor- 
mation through  annotated  lists. 

It  has  been  shown  in  a  number  of  schools 
that  children  love  to  make  books,  and  that  the 
making  of  books  quite  successfully  lends  itself 
to  the  constructive  work  as  carried  on  in  the 
schools  of  to-day.  The  materials  for  this 
work  are  not  so  costly  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible for  the  average  school.  Every  child  at 
the  completion  of  the  graded  schools  should 
know  the  value  of  a  title-page,  the  use  of  the 
preface  and  introductory  notes,  the  difference 
between  the  table  of  contents  and  the  index, 
the  best  books  in  the  several  subjects  which  he 
has  studied,  and  where  and  how  he  can  obtain 
more  books  on  these  subjects  later,  should  he 
wish  them.  It  would  doubtless  be  a  great 
surprise  to  one  who  has  not  tried  the  experi- 
ment to  ask  the  pupils  in  our  graded  and  high 
schools  even,  for  such  simple  information  as 
the  author,  title  and  date  of  the  text-books 
they  are  using  daily. 

If  the  suggestions  in  this  paper  be  accepted, 
and  most  of  them  have  already  been  success- 
fully tried,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  how  great 
is  the  importance  of  having  trained  librarians 
in  our  normal  schools  and  institutions  of 
higher  learning.  The  time  has  now  come  in 
a  number  of  cities  which  we  hope  is  prophetic 
of  the  future,  when  the  public  library  stands 
equally  important  as  an  educational  institu- 
tion with  the  public  school,  each  supplement- 
ing the  other  in  work  and  still  distinct  in 
function  and  administration.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  that  our  teachers  should  be  trained 
to  use  libraries,  and  that  our  librarians  should 
be  acquainted  with  the  great  educational 
movements  of  the  day. 


HUNT. 
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OPENING  A  CHILDREN'S  ROOM. 


By  Clara  Whitehill  Hunt.  Newark  {N,  /.)  Free  Public  Library. 


T  N  writing  this  paper  on  the  opening  of  a 
children's  room,  I  am  presupposing  the  fol- 
lowing conditions:  That  in  a  library  whose 
work  with  the  children  has  been  confined  to 
the  general  delivery  desk,  and  the  divided  at- 
tention of  clerks  whose  time  an  adult  public 
would  monopolize,  there  is  to  be  set  aside  a 
commodious  apartment  to  be  known  as  the 
Children's  Room ;  that,  considering  this  work 
of  enough  importance  to  demand  such  a  de- 
partment, the  trustees  are  prepared  to  sup- 
port it  by  a  reasonable  outlay  for  new  books, 
necessary  and  convenient  furnishings,  and  es- 
pecially by  placing  in  its  charge  one  who,  by 
natural  fitness  and  special  training  they  be- 
lieve to  be  so  thoroughly  capable  of  super- 
vising the  work,  that  she  is  to  be  given  a  free 
hand  in  deciding  both  how  the  room  is  to  be 
made  ready  for  opening,  and  how  managed 
after  it  is  opened.  This  being  the  case,  I 
imagine  the  children's  librarian,  with  opening 
day  a  few  weeks  or  months  ahead,  planning 
her  campaign  with  such  wise  foresight  and 
attention  to  the  smallest  detail  that,  in  the 
rush  of  the  first  weeks,  there  may  be  the  least 
possible  wear  and  tear  on  nerves  and  temper 
from  petty  inconveniences  which  assume  gi- 
gantic proportions  when  one  is  hurried  and 
tired,  and  the  smallest  amount  of  undoing 
and  beginning  over  again  as  time  goes  on. 

It  is  difficult  to  be  clear  in  speaking  of  fur- 
nishings without  something  more  than  verbal 
description  for  illustrating  mistakes  and  ex- 
cellences, but  so  much  power  can  be  lost  by 
not  having  the  parts  of  the  machine  properly 
fitted  and  well  oiled  that  how  to  furnish  the 
children's  room  becomes  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant topics  under  this  subject 

To  begin  with,  the  children's  librarian  must 
cultivate,  if  she  does  not  already  possess,  the 
architect's  faculty  of  seeing  a  completed  struc- 
ture in  a  fiat  piece  of  paper  marked  off  by 
lines  labelled  20  ft.,  50  ft.,  etc.  If  20  ft.  does 
not  mean  anything  to  her  she  would  do  well 
to  take  a  tape  measure  to  an  empty  lot  and 


measure  off  the  exact  dimensions  of  her  room 
to  be,  until  she  can  see  its  floor  space  clearly. 
She  should  live  in  her  room  before  its  ex- 
istence, locating  every  door  and  window,  the 
height  of  the  windows  from  the  floor,  every 
comer  and  cupboard,  the  relation  of  her  room 
to  the  other  departments  of  the  library.  In 
proceeding  to  furnish  the  room  she  will  learn 
what  to  adopt  and  what  to  avoid  by  visiting 
other  children's  rooms  and  asking  if  the  tables 
and  chairs  are  the  correct  height,  if  the  exit 
is  satisfactorily  guarded,  what  working  space 
is  necessary  for  a  certain  circtdation,  whether 
the  electric  light  fixtures  are  easily  broken, 
and  many  other  things.  If  she  cannot  make 
such  visits,  her  knowledge  of  children  and  a 
study  of  conditions  in  her  own  library  will 
answer. 

Limited  to  a  small  space  the  children's 
room  is  nevertheless  a  circtdating  department, 
a  reading  room,  a  reference  room,  perhaps  a 
repair  room,  and  a  cataloging  department  all 
in  one ;  and  if  the  children's  librarian  has  not 
had  actual  work  in  each  of  these  departments 
of*  her  library,  she  should  serve  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  receiving  and  charging  desks, 
the  registration  desk,  the  slip  rack,  not  only 
for  the  sake  of  knowing  the  routine  of  each 
department,  but  for  studying  improvements  in 
planning  her  furnishings.  The  registration 
clerk  will  tell  her  that  she  has  not  enough 
elbow  room,  that  the  application  drawers  are 
too  narrow  or  too  heavy;  the  attendants  at 
the  charging  desk  find  every  present  arrange- 
ment so  satisfactory  that  they  advise  exact 
reproduction.  Armed  with  pad  and  tape 
measure  the  children's  librarian  notes  all  these 
points. 

The  problem  how  with  a  minimum  of  help 
to  "run"  all  departments,  to  see  all  parts  of 
the  room,  to  keep  your  eye  on  the  entrance 
so  as  to  nip  in  the  bud  any  tendency  to  bois- 
terousness  as  the  children  come  in,  and  to 
watch  the  exit  so  that  no  book  goes  out  tm- 
charged,  how  to  keep  all  unfinished  work  out 
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of  the  children's  reach  but  to  give  them  per- 
fectly free  access  to  the  books,  in  short,  how 
to  arrange  your  working  space  so  that  one 
person  on  a  moderately  busy  day  can  attend 
to  all  these  things,  may  be  answered,  I  think, 
in  this  way.  All  wall  Sipace  will  sooner  or 
later  be  needed  for  books.  Taking  an  oblong 
floor  space  (dimensions  proportionate  to  size 
of  room  and  circulation)  and  surrounding 
this  by  a  counter  30  inches  high  and  two  feet 
wide,  is  a  simple  way  of  accomplishing  these 
things.  The  counter  opposite  the  entrance  is 
the  receiving  and  charging  desk;  at  another 
place  it  is  the  registration  desk;  books  after 
"slipping*'  are  piled  in  another  part  ready  for 
return  to  shelves ;  books  waiting  to  be  marked 
occupy  a  fourth  section ;  the  catalog  case,  no- 
tices to  children,  call-slip  holders,  etc.,  stand 
on  the  counter.  The  space  under  the  counter 
is  available  for  supply  cupboards  and  drawers. 
The  height  of  the  counter  is  such  that  a 
grown  person  sitting  in  an  ordinary  chair 
works  comfortably  behind  it,  but  it  is  so  low 
that  no  small  child  feels  frowningly  walled 
out  in  standing  on  the  other  side.  Thus  all 
the  work  of  the  room  is  concentrated  and 
supervision  is  easy.  A  few  details  are  worth 
noticing.  First,  don't  let  the  carpenter  give 
you  drawers  instead  of  cupboards.  Drawers 
are  wasteful  of  room  for  packing  supplies, 
and  of  time  in  hunting  for  them.  Next,  have 
the  cupboard  doors  slide,  not  swing,  open,  for 
economy  of  your  working  floor  space.  Under- 
neath registration  and  charging  desks  leave 
space  empty  for  your  feet.  Just  under  coun- 
ter near  the  registration  desk  have  a  row  of 
drawers,  sliding  easily  but  fastened  so  they 
cannot  fall  out,  made  of  the  exact  size  to  hold 
your  application  blanks  and  cards,  with  guide 
cards.  A  work  table  within  the  counter  will 
be  necessary. 

In  addition  to  this  working  space,  every 
large  children's  room  should  have  a  locked 
closet,  or  better  still,  a  work  room  opening 
from  it.  In  busy  times  things  will  accumu- 
late which  must  be  kept  out  of  reach,  and  it 
would  not  be  sensible  to  take  valuable  space 
out  of  the  children's  room  to  hold  such  ac- 
cumulations until  you  have  time  to  attend  to 
them. 

The   height   of  the   children's   chairs   and 


tables  seems  to  have  reached  a  standard  in 
children's  rooms— tables  22  and  28  inches  high, 
with  chairs  14  and  16  inches  to  go  with  them. 
I  think  it  best  to  have  very  few  tables  of  the 
smaller  size,  for  tall  boys  take  the  strangest 
delight  in  crouching  over  them,  snarling  their 
long  legs  around  the  short  table  legs  and  try- 
ing, apparently,  to  get  a  permanent  twist  to 
their  shoulders.  Small  children  do  not  stay 
long,  and  it  is  less  harmful,  if  necessary,  for 
them  to  sit  in  a  chair  a  little  too  high  than  to 
compel  large  children  to  spend  a  holiday  after- 
noon with  bodies  contorted  to  fit  a  small 
chair  and  table. 

By  all  means  have  the  electric  light  Ared 
in  the  center  of  the  table  so  that  each  child 
gets  an  equal  share  of  light,  and  have  the 
connections  so  made  that  jarring  the  table 
and  the  movements  of  restless  feet  will  not 
put  the  fixtures  out  of  order.  Be  very  care- 
ful not  to  have  the  shade  so  high  that  the 
glare  of  the  lamp  instead  of  the  restful  green 
shade  is  opposite  the  child's  eyes. 

When  you  see  a  chair  that  you  like,  find 
out  before  purchasing  whether  it  is  very  eas- 
ily tipped  over.  You  will  know  why,  if  you 
are  not  wise,  on  some  rainy  day,  when  the 
room  is  full  of  readers  and  the  reports  of 
chairs  suddenly  knocked  over  sound  like  a 
fusillade  of  cannon  balls. 

Leaving  this  hasty  and  most  unsatisfactory 
discussion  on  getting  the  place  ready  for 
opening,  I  would  say  a  word  about  getting 
the  books  ready  —  not  about  buying  a  largje 
quantity  of  new,  and  putting  the  old  into  the 
best  possible  condition  of  repair  and  cleanli- 
ness, for  that  will  naturally  be  done.  But 
from  experience  I  know  that  the  moment  is 
golden  for  weeding  out,  never  to  return,  au- 
thors you  think  objectionable. 

Suppose  a  girl  reads  nothing  but  the  Elsie 
books.  Very  likely  one  reason  is  that  she 
knows  little  about  any  other  kind.  In  a 
printed  catalog  with  a  scattering  **j"  between 
many  titles  of  adult  books  it  is  easier  to 
make  lists  of  numbers  from  the  long  sets  of 
prolific  writers,  and  those  excellent  authors 
who  have  produced  only  a  few  books  for 
children  are  oftenest  overlooked.  Suppose  in 
the  process  of  moving  the  Elsie  books  are  left 
behind.    The  little  girl  comes  into  the  beau- 
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tiful  new  children's  room.  She  sees  the  shin- 
ing new  furniture,  the  pictures,  the  comfort- 
able tables  and  chairs  and  book  cases  so 
planned  that  any  child  can  reach  any  book. 
She  finds  that  there  is  perfect  freedom  for 
every  child  in  this  room  —  that  no  stem 
Olympian  comes  and  says,  ''Don't  do  this/' 
and  "You  can't  have  that,"  and  "Those  books 
aren't  for  you,"  but  that  among  all  these 
hundreds  of  fresh  new  covers  she  may  take 
her  pick,  may  sit  anywhere,  or  stand  or  kneel 
as  she  chooses.  Do  you  imagine  that,  as  these 
unaccustomed  delights  sink  into  her  mind, 
any  child  is  going  off  in  a  huff  when  she  finds 
one  author  is  lacking,  if  the  children's  libra- 
rian uses  any  tact  in  introducing  her  to  others 
adapted  to  her  tastes?  I  have  been  asked  for 
Alger  and  Optic  and  Elsie,  of  course,  though 
much  less  often  than  I  anticipated,  but  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  I  have  never  lost  a 
"customer"  because  I  did  not  display  these 
wares.  One  little  girl  exclaimed  in  doleful 
tones,  "Oh,  haven't  you  the  Elsie  books? 
Oh,  I'm  terribly  disappointed!  I  think  those 
are  grand  books !"  But  in  spite  of  this  tragic 
appeal  her  curiosity  and  interest  proved 
stronger  than  her  disappointment,  and  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  more  wholesome 
taste  develop  in  a  child  who  must  have  been 
on  the  high  road  to  softening  of  the  brain  and 
moral  perversion  from  association  with  the 
insufferable  Elsie.  If  you  once  put  these 
books  on  the  open  shelves,  however,  and  later 
attempted  the  weeding  out  process,  a  howl 
would  arise  which  would  not  be  silenced 
without  consequences  which  I,  for  one,  would 
not  like  to  face. 

Furniture  and  books  are  comparatively  sim- 
ple matters  to  make  ready,  but  to  prepare 
your  assistant  or  assistants  for  opening  day 
and  the  time  that  follows  is  harder.  The  ex- 
ternal preparation  for  the  rush  of  the  first 
weeks  consists  in  drill  in  the  routine  to  be 
observed.  Assigning  a  place  and  certain 
duties  to  each  person,  foreseeing  as  far  as 
possible  all  questions  that  may  arise  and 
making  sure  that  each  attendant  understands 
what  to  do  in  any  case,  having  a  place  for 
everything,  and  eversrthing  in  its  place,  and 
every  person  knowing  what  that  place  is,  so 
that  there  will  be  no  frantic  search  for  an 


extra  set  of  daters  when  a  long  line  of  people 
stands  waiting — this  also  requires  only  fore- 
sight and  firmness.  But  so  deeply  to  imbue 
your  chief  assistant  with  your  spirit  and  prin- 
ciples of  management  that  she  will  not  simply 
obey  your  directions,  but  be  inwardly  guided 
by  your  desires,  and  there  may  be  no  break 
in  the  steady  march  to  a  definite  end  —  this 
demands  that  rare  species  of  assistant  who 
is  bom,  not  made,  for  the  position,  and  a 
leader  who  possesses  strength,  tact,  contag- 
ious enthusiasm,  a  likeable  personality,  and 
other  qualities  difficult  to  attain. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  what 
the  guiding  principles  of  the  new  department 
are  to  be  —  a  question  which  must  be  pon- 
dered and  settled  by  the  children's  librarian 
before  making  the  external  preparations.  If 
the  senior  members  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  the  librarians-in-chief,  would 
consider  the  children's  room  of  enough  im- 
portance to  give  us  their  ideas  of  what  it 
should  stand  for,  what  its  scope  should  be, 
the  result  might  be  more  uniformity  of 
thought  among  members  of  the  library  pro- 
fession in  this  regard,  and  a  more  sensible 
attitude  toward  the  children's  room  in  the 
library.  Between  those  who,  on  the  one  hand, 
take  themselves  so  very  seriously,  pondering 
with  anxious  care  what  probable  effect  on  the 
child's  future  career  as  a  reader  the  selection 
of  a  blue  or  a  green  mat  for  mounting  the 
picture  bulletin  would  have,  and  those  who 
look  upon  the  children's  room  merely  as  an 
interesting  plaything,  driving  the  big  boys 
away  in  disgust  by  encouraging  visitors  who 
exclaim,  "Oh,  what  cunning  little  chairs  and 
tables !  Why,  you  have  a  regular  kindergar- 
ten here,  haven't  you?"  —  from  either  point 
of  view,  the  discussions  on  children's  rooms 
in  libraries  seem  almost  to  lose  sight  of 
the  very  word  library  and  all  it  carries 
with  it. 

The  children's  room  is  only  one  room  in  a 
great  dignified  library.  As  the  newspaper 
room,  the  catalog  room,  and  all  the  rest  are 
fitted  up  with  furnishings  suited  to  their  pe- 
culiar needs,  so  the  children's  room  is  fur- 
nished with  tables  and  chairs  and  books 
suited  to  its  constituents.  Apart  from  this, 
all  its  management  and  spirit  should  corre- 
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spond  as  closely  as  possible  to  that  of  the 
other  departments.  The  same  dignity,  the 
same  freedom,  the  same  courteous  attention 
to  every  want  without  fussy  attentions  which 
by  grown  people  would  be  called  intrusiveness 
should  prevail.  Make  the  selection  of  books 
what  it  should  be,  provide  guides  and  cata- 
logs, perfectly  clear  but  not  patronizingly 
written  down,  show  the  children  that  you  are 
always  willing  to  respond  in  every  way  to 
their  questtions,  and  then  —  let  them  alone ! 

Some  one  has  asked  me  to  speak  on  the 
question  of  discipline.  After  the  first  two  or 
three  weeks,  if  one  begins  properly,  there 
will  be  no  such  question.  Allowing  some- 
thing for  the  noise  of  small  feet  which  have 
not  learned  to  control  themselves  as  they  will 
later  on,  and  expecting  more  "talking  over" 
an  interesting  "find"  than  is  common  with 
adults,  one  should  aim  for  library  order. 
Teach  the  children  what  a  library  reading 
room  means.  If  in  the  first  days  there  is  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  any  boy  to  be  rough 
or  unruly,  or  if  a  group  of  girls  make  a  visit- 
ing-and-gum-chewing  rendezvous  of  your 
tables,  don't  waste  any  time  in  Sunday-school 
methods  of  discipline,  trying  to  keep  a  hold 
on  the  child  at  any  cost  to  the  library.  A 
sentence  in  a  report  of  Pratt  Institute  chil- 
dren's room  is  worth  adopting  as  a  guiding 
principle.  "The  work  of  the  children's  room 
should  be  educative,  not  reformatory."  Give 
one  decided  warning  and  then  if  a  child  does 
not  behave,  send  him  out  at  once.  Do  not  be 
afraid  of  seeming  stem  at  first.  The  fascina- 
tions of  the  room  are  such  that  a  child  who 
has  been  turned  away  for  disobedience  comes 
back  a  subdued  and  chastened  young  person 
and  your  best  friend  forever  after;  then  with 
your  aim  and  your  firmness  early  settled,  you 
will  have  no  more  thought  of  discipline  than 
the  reference  librarian  with  his  tables  full  of 
studious  adults.  After  the  first  a  little  care 
about  the  way  a  child  enters  the  room  will  be 
all  that  is  necessary.     Your  courteous  man- 


ner, low  tones,  a  little  reminder  about  caps 
and  clean  hands  while  discharging  his  book, 
will  give  him  the  cue  as  to  what  is  expected, 
and  he  will  have  a  pride  in  living  up  to  what 
is  expected  of  him  as  a  gentleman,  not  de- 
manded of  him  as  a  child  under  authority. 

Many  other  points  will  engage  the  thought 
of  the  children's  librarian,  for  example,  what 
shall  be  the  attitude  of  the  children's  room 
toward  the  other  departments  —  whether  it  is 
to  encourage  the  children  to  make  use  of  the 
adults'  reference  room,  to  take  out  cards  in 
the  main  delivery  department,  and  get  into 
the  way  of  reading  standard  works  from  sug- 
gestions of  the  children's  librarian ;  or  wheth- 
er the  line  of  separation  is  to  be  rigid  and  she 
will  be  jealous  of  their  "graduating"  from  her 
care.  How  to  prepare  the  public,  especially 
the  school-teaching  public,  for  the  opening,  so 
as  to  secure  their  hearty  co-operation  from 
the  beginning  is  worth  constant  effort  The 
question  of  blanks  and  forms  for  the  chil- 
dren's room  is  a  minor  matter  which  is  after 
all  not  a  small  thing.  To  make  as  few 
changes  as  possible  in  the  forms  already  in 
use,  so  that  any  assistant  from  the  main  de- 
livery room  can  in  emergencies  quickly  take 
up  the  clerical  work  of  the  children's  room 
without  needing  to  learn  a  new  routine  may 
save  much  confusion  should  the  children's 
staff  all  happen  to  be  stricken  with  grippe  at 
the  same  time! 

Beginning  early  to  plan,  profiting  by  other 
people's  mistakes,  getting  the  routine  of  each 
department  at  one's  finger  tips,  foreseeing 
every  probable  obstacle  and  removing  each  in 
imagination,  beforehand,  proceeding  with 
calmness  and  common  sense,  thus  the  new 
machinery  will  move  as  smoothly  daring 
opening  weeks  as  if  it  had  been  running  for 
years,  and,  as  "well  begun  is  half  done/' 
every  thought  given  to  preparation  while  the 
room  exists  only  on  paper  will  have  a  izr- 
reaching  effect  on  the  permanent  influences  of 
the  children's  room. 
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REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS  TO  AMERICAN  LIBRARIES;  1900-1901. 

By  Giorgb  Watsou  Coli. 


T^HE  period  covered  by  this  report  is  from 
June  I,  1900,  to  July  i,  igci,  and  in- 
cludes all  gifts  and  bequests  of  $500  or  more, 
as  well  as  nil  gifts  of  250  volumes  and  over, 
given  by  any  single  individual.  A  few  gifts 
have  been  included  which  fall  below  these  fig- 
ures where  the  importance  or  value  of  the  gift 
seemed  to  require  mention.  This  report  has 
been  increased  by  the  addition  of  over  50 
gifts,  information  of  which  was  received  too 
late  to  be  inserted  before  its  presentatior  to 
the  Waukesha  conference.  A  few  others, 
^'hich  have  been  announced  since  July  i,  have 
aJso  been  inserted. 

Much  of  the  information  here  given  ha^ 
been  obtained  by  a  careful  examination  of  the 
Library  Journal  and  Public  Libraries.  Com- 
munications were  sent  to  all  the  state  library 
commissions,  several  state  library  associa- 
tions and  clubs,  and  to  the  librarian  of  libra- 
ries known  to  have  50,000  volumes  or  more. 
The  responses  to  these  communications  have 
been  quite  general,  and  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  replies  has  been  embodied  \n 
this  report.  The  thanks  of  the  compiler  are 
herewith  extended  to  all  who  have  assisted 
him  in  collecting  the  material  for  this  list 

It  was  suggested  by  Miss  Hewins  in  1896 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  library 
commission  of  each  state  appoint  some  libra- 
rian, or  library  trustee,  who  should  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  collection  of  information 
regarding  the  gifts  and  bequests  made  within 
his  state.  Judging  from  the  replies  received 
this  year  the  suggestion  has  never  been  car- 
ried out. 

Following  the  example  of  my  predecessor, 
I  wish  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  the 
suggestion,  and  would  further  recommend 
that  the  information  so  gathered  be  divided 
as  nearly  as  possible  into  the  following 
classes : 

1.  Buildings,  giving  value  or  cost ; 

2.  Sites,  giving  value  or  cost; 

3.  Cash   for  buildings,  with    accompanying 

conditions,  if  any; 


4.  Cash  for  sites,  with  accompanying  condi- 

tions, if  any; 

5.  Books,     pamphlets,     periodicals,     prints, 

maps,  etc.,  giving  number  of  each  kind, 
with  value  or  cost  of  the  whole,  if 
known; 

6.  Cash  for  books,  etc.,  with  accompanying 

conditions,  if  any; 

7.  Cash  for  endowment  funds,  giving  pur- 

pose for  which  income  is  to  be  ex- 
pended ; 

8.  Cash  to  be  expended,  with  specified  pur- 

poses for  which  it  is  to  be  spent; 

9.  Cash  given  unconditionally; 

10.  Miscellaneous  gifts,  specifying  their  na- 
ture and  value. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  first  four  of  the 
above  headings  relate  to  gifts  of  real  estate, 
which  should  also  include  gifts  for  fixtures  of 
any  kind,  such  as  plants  for  lighting,  heating, 
and  ventilation;  mural  decorations,  such  as 
frescoes;  furniture,  so  constructed  as  to  be 
an  essential  part  of  the  building;  landscape 
gardening,  etc  The  remaining  headings  in- 
clude books,  endowment  funds  for  various  pur- 
poses (excepting  building  funds  and  the  other 
objects  just  mentioned),  and  gifts  of  money 
for  administration,  current  expenses,  etc,  etc. 

Then,  too,  information  should  be  given  as 
to  whether  «l  gift  has  been  offered,  accepted, 
or  received. 

It  seems  desirable  that  information  relating 
to  such  old  and  moribund  libraries  as  have 
been  absorbed  or  merged  with  newer  and 
more  vigorous  institutions  should  somewhere 
find  a  record.  As  such  transfers  are  usually 
made  as  gifts,  there  seems  to  be  no  more 
suitable  place  for  such  a  record  than  in  the 
annual  report  of  Gifts  and  Bequests.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that,  in  the  future,  the  tables  of 
statistics  issued  from  time  to  time  by  the  state 
library  commissions,  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
Education,  and  others  will  contain  a  record 
of  the  final  disposition  of  such  libraries. 

In  the  report  of  Gifts  and  Bequests  made 
by  Mr.  Stockwell,  a  year  ago,  covering  a  pe- 


88 


WAUKESHA  CONFERENCE. 


riod  of  two  years,  there  were  given  458  sep- 
arate gifts,  amounting  to  over  |io,5oo,ooo, 
and  diftributed  among  36  states  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  G>lumbia.  This  report,  covering  13 
months,  includes  482  separte  gifts,  amount- 
ing to  $19,786,465.16,  and  is  distributed  as 
follows:  468  in  39  of  the  United  States,  10 
in  the  British  provinces,  and  three  in  Scot- 
land. To  tltat  princely  philanthropist,  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  we  are  indebted,  during 
the  past  year,  for  gifts  reaching  the  enormous 
aggregate  of  $I3,704»700,  over  |i2,500,ooo  of 
which  was  given  for  the  erection  of  library 
buildings.  In  every  case  the  gift,  except  where 
otherwise  specified,  was  made  upon  the  con- 
dition that  the  city  or  town  receiving  it  should 
iurnish  a  site  for  the  building  and  appropriate 
yearly  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library  a 
sum  equivalent  to  10  per  cent  of  the  gift 

The  most  notable  gifts  of  the  year  are  due 
to  the  ever-increasingly  generous  hand  of  Mr. 
Carnegie.  That  to  the  city  of  New  York  of 
$5,200,000,  for  the  erection  of  65,  or  more, 
branch  libraries,  is  probably  the  largest  li- 
brary gift  ever  made  at  one  time  to  a  single 
city.  His  gift  of  |i,ooo,ooo  to  the  city  of  St 
Louis  for  library  buildings  and  an  equal  sum, 
placed  in  trust  as  an  endowment  fund,  for 
the  Carnegie  libraries  at  Braddock,  Du- 
quesne,  and  Homestead,  Pa.,  occupy  the  sec- 
ond and  third  positions,  by  reason  of  their 
amounts.  His  recent  gifts  of  $750,000  each  to 
the  cities  of  Detroit  and  San  Francisco,  though 
announced  since  July  i,  have  been  included  in 
this  report  Mr.  Carnegie's  gifts  during  the 
year  number  121 ;  112  in  the  United  States,  six 
in  Canada,  and  three  in  Scotland.  One  hundred 
and  seven  of  these  gifts  in  the  United  States 
were  for  library  buildings.  Of  the  remaining 
five,  amounting  to  $1,028,000,  one  of  $25,000 
will  probably  be  used  for  a  building. 

The  transfer  of  the  John  Carter  Brown 
Library  to  Brown  University  by  the  trustees 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  John  Nicholas  Brown, 
recently  announced,  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant library  events  of  the  year.  This  li- 
brary contains,  if  not  the  finest,  at  least  one 
of  the  finest  collections  of  early  Americana 
in  this  country,  and  possesses  many  books 
not  to  be  found  in  any  other  library  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  Its  collector,  after  whom 
it  is  named,  was  a  competitor  with  Lenox, 


Brinley,  and  other  early  collectors  of  Amer- 
icana  for  many  a  choice  nugget  which  Henry 
Stevens  and  other  European  dealers  had  se- 
cured for  their  American  patrons.  The  li- 
brary is  estimated  to  be  worth  at  least  $1,000,- 
000,  and  the  gift  carries  with  it  two  legacies, 
one  of  $150,000  for  a  library  building,  and  an- 
other of  $500,000  as  an  endowment  fond  for 
its  increase  and  maintenance. 

The  gift  of  four  public-spirited  citizens  of 
St  Louis,  who  have  jointly  contributed  $400,- 
000  to  lift  an  inctunbrance  on  the  Uock  to  be 
used  for  the  new  Carnegie  library  in  that  dty, 
is  a  noble  example  of  public  spirit,  and  one 
of  which  the  friends  of  that  dty  may  justly 
fed  proud. 

The  collection  of  Oriental  literature  of 
Yale  University  has  been  enriched  by  the  gift 
of  842  Arabic  manuscripts,  many  of  which 
are  extremely  rare.  The  collection  covers  the 
whole  range  of  Arabic  history  and  literature, 
dating  back  to  the  12th  and  13th  centuries. 

This  collection,  formed  by  Count  Landberg, 
was  purchased  by  Mr.  Morris  K.  Jesup,  of 
New  York,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  and  was  pre- 
sented by  him  to  the  imiversity  library.  This 
library  has  also  received,  as  a  bequest,  the 
private  library  of  the  late  Prof.  Othnid  C. 
Marsh,  consisting  of  about  5000  volumes  and 
10,000  pamphlets,  dealing  mainly  with  pa- 
Ixontological  subjects. 

The  New  York  Public  Library  —  Astor, 
Lenox,  and  Tilden  foundations  —  through 
the  generosity  of  Mr.  Charles  Stewart  Smith, 
has  come  into  possession  of  a  large  and  val- 
uable collection  of  Japanese  engravings  and 
chromo-xylographs,  formed  by  Captain  Brink- 
ley,  of  the  Japanese  Mail, 

I  regret  that  I  do  not  have  the  pleasure  to 
record  any  addition,  dtuing  the  year,  to  the 
Publication  Fund  of  the  American  library 
Association.  The  Publishing  Board  is  much 
hampered  by  lack  of  funds  from  carrying  00 
its  important  work.  If  some  philanthropically 
indined  person  would  present  a  fond,  saf 
$100,000,  upon  condition  that  all  publications 
issued  from  its  income  should  bear  the  nam< 
of  the  fund,  it  would  not  only  be  of  inesti- 
mable benefit  to  the  cause  of  libraries,  bnt 
would  also  be  a  most  enduring  monument  to 
its  donor. 

An  examination  of  the  following  list  will 
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disclose  other  gifts  worthy  of  special  mentioa 
if  space  permitted.  The  main  list  has  been 
arranged  alphabetically  by  states,  as  being  the 
most  convenient  for  reference.  A  tabulated 
summary,  arranged  by  the  geographical  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  will  show  how  widely 
scattered  have  been  the  bene&ctions  of  the 
year,  extending  from  Alabama  in  the  south 
to  Montreal  in  the  north,  and  from  Bangor 
in  the  east  to  "where  rolls  the  Oregon"  in  the 
lar  west 

ALABAMA. 

Montgomery,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  |«),- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

—  Gift  of  books  forming  its  library,  from  the 
Montgomery  Library  Association. 

Tuskegee,  Tuskegee  Normal  and  Industrial 
Institute.  Gift  of  $20,000,  for  a  library 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  The 
building  will  be  erecfed  entirely  by  student 
labor. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Alameda.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $35,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Berkeley,  University  of  California.  Gift  of 
$10,000,  as  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  law  library,  from  Mrs.  Jane 
Krom  Sather,  of  Oakland,  Cal. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  from  Col.  E.  A.  Denicke. 

—  Gift  of  about  2500  volumes,  being  the  pri- 
vate library  of  the  late  Re^nt,  A.  S.  Halli- 
die.  from  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hallidie. 

Fresno.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Napa,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000,  for 
free  public  library  building,  from  George 
£.  Goodman. 

San  Francisco.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $750,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

— ^  Gift  of  building  and  fixtures  for  Branch  Li- 
brary, No.  5,  estimated  to  cost  $20,000, 
from  Hon.  James  D.  Phelan,  Mayor  of  San 
Francisco. 

5*0*1  Jose,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Stanford  University.  Leland  Stanford  Uni- 
versity. Gift  of  $2000,  $1000  for  books  on 
sociology  and  $1000  for  books  on  bibliog- 
raphy, special  gift  from  Mrs.  J.  L.  Stanford. 

COLORADO. 

Grand  Junction.  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$8000,  increased  from  $5000,  for  a  library 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Leadinlle.  City  Library  Association.  Gift  of 
$100,000,  for  a  public  library,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 


Ouray.  Walsh  Library.  Gift  of  a  library 
building,  costing  $20,000,  from  Thomas  F. 
Walsh. 

CONNICTICUT. 

Branford,  Blackstone  Memorial  Library. 
Request  of  $100,000,  from  Timothy  B.  Black- 
stone,  of  Chic^p,  founder  of  the  library. 

DaniclsonviUe.  Edwin  H.  Bugbee  Memorial 
Building.  Bequest  of  $15,000,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building,  also  the  donor's  private 
library  and  cases,  from  Edwin  H.  Bugbee. 

Derby.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  fullv 
equipped  public  library  building,  by  Col. 
and  Mrs.  H.  Holton  Wood,  of  Boston,  the 
city  to  agree  to  maintain  the  library  and 
raise  a  book  fund  of  $5000,  to  which  sum 
the  donors  will  a(ld  an  equal  amount 

—  Gift  of  $12,000,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion, towards  book  fund,  from  interested 
citizens.  Nearly  $75  was  given  by  public 
school  children. 

—  Gift  of  $5000,  towards  a  book  fund,  from 
Col.  and  Mrs.  H.  Holton  Wood. 

-—Gift  of  900  volumes,  from  Derby  Reading 

Circle. 
Greenwich,    Public  Library.    Gift  of  $25,000, 

as    an    endowment,    from    wealthy    New 

Yorkers. 
Hartford,    Case  Memorial  Library,  Hartford 

Theological     Seminary.       Gift    of    $2000 

towards  fund  for  purchase  of  periodicals, 

from  Mrs.  Charles  B.  Smith. 

—  Gift  of  $500  for  book  purchases,  from  Miss 
Anna  M.  Hills. 

—  Gift  of  365  volumes,  pertaining  to  missions, 
from  Rev.  A.  C.  Thompson,  D.D. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $5000,  from  F.  B. 
Brown. 

Kensington.      Library  Association.      Gift  of 

$10,000,  for  a  new  library  building,  from  S. 

A.  Galpin,  of  California. 
Litchfield.      Wolcott   Library.      Bequest   of 

$1000,  from  ex-Governor  Roger  Wolcott, 

of  Boston,  Mass. 
Middletown,    Wesleyan  University.    Gifts  of 

$3604,  to  be  added  to  Alumni  Library  Fund 

—  Gift  of  $483,  to  be  added  to  the  Hunt  Li- 
brary Endowment  This  addition  has  been 
increased  to  $1000  by  the  reservation  of  the 
income  of  the  fund. 

New  Haven.  Yale  University.  Gift  of  $10,- 
000.  for  a  fund  for  the  Seminary  library 
in  the  department  of  Philosophy,  from  Mrs. 
John  S.  Camp,  of  Hartford,  Conn. 

—  Gift  of  $1500,  a  contribution  towards  an 
administration  fund,  from  Charles  J.  Har- 
ris. 

—  Gift  of  $1300,  for  purchases  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Folk-music,  from  an  anonymous 
donor. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  for  purchases  in  department 
of  English  literature,  from  Edward  Wells 
Southworth,  of  New  York. 

—  Gift  of  $500,  a  contribution  towards  an 
administration  fund,  from  the  Hon.  Wil- 
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Ham  T.  Harris,  U.   S.    Cominissioner    of 
Education. 

—  Bequest  of  about  5000  volumes  and  10,000 
pamphlets,  forming  the  private  library  of  the 
testator,  from  Prof.  Otnniel  C.  Marsh« 

—  Gift  of  842  Arabic  manuscripts,  collected 
by  Count  Landberg;  bought  for  $20,000  by 
Morris  K.  Jesup  and  presented  bv  him  to 
the  University.  Many  of  these  Mss.  are 
very  rare.  The  collection  covers  the  whole 
range  of  Arabic  history  and  literature,  dat- 
ing back  to  the  12th  and  13th  centuries. 

—  Gift  of  a  collection  of  musical  manuscripts, 
number  not  stated,  from  Morris  Steinert 

Nonvalk.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

South  Norwalk,  Public  Library  and  Free 
Reading  Room.  Bequest  of  $1000,  for  per- 
manent fund,  from  R.  H.  Rowan. 

Southington.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $5000, 
towards  a  library  building,  from  L.  V. 
Walklcy. 

Torrington.  Library  Association.  Bequest 
of  $100,000,  by  Elisha  Turner.  From  this 
amount  is  to  be  deducted  the  cost  of  the 
library  building,  about  $70,000,  which  was 
being  erected  by  the  testator  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

WalHngford.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  libra- 
ry building,  cost  value  not  stated,  from  the 
late  Samuel  Simpson,  as  a  memorial  to  his 
daughter. 

Windsor.  Library  Association.  Gift  of  $4000, 
towards  a  library  building  fund,  from  Miss 
Olivia  Pierson. 

GEORGIA. 

Atlanta.  Carnegie  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  furnishings  and  equipment  of  new 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Travelling  Libraries  for  Schools.  Gift  of  960 
volumes  for  16  travelling  libraries  for  coun- 
try schools,  for  that  number  of  counties  in 
the  state,  from  the  Hon.  Hoke  Smith.  It  is 
planned  to  have  each  library  remain  in  a 
school  for  about  two  months. 

ILLINOIS. 

Aurora.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie, the  city  to  furnish  a  site  and  guaran- 
tee $6000  a  year  maintenance. 

Centralia.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie,  the  city  to  provide  a  site  and 
$2000  yearly  for  maintenance. 

Chicago.  John  Crerar  Library.  Bequest  of 
$1000,  from  the  late  President,  Huntington 
W.  Jackson. 

—  Rush  Medical  College.  Gift  of  4000  vol- 
umes of  medical  and  surgical  books,  from 
Dr.  Christian  Fenger.  This  gift  contains  a 
practically  complete  collection  of  German 
theses  for  the  past  fifty  years. 

—  University  of  Chicago.    Gift  of  $30,000,  to 


endow  the  history  library,  from  Mrs.  Delia 
Gallup. 
Decatur,     Public  Libraipr.     Gift  of  $60,000, 
for  a  public  library  bmlding,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Libra- 
ry. Gift  of  $500,  from  Miss  Helen  Gould, 
of  New  York. 

Dixon,  Dodji^  Library.  Gift  of  a  valuable 
and  extensive  collection  of  art  books,  value 
and  number  not  stated,  from  George  C 
Loveland. 

Evanston.  Northwestern  University.  Gift  of 
$750,  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  political 
economy,  from  Norman  Waite  Harris,  of 
Chicago. 

—  Gift  of  $543.50,  to  be  known  as  the  "Qass 
of  *95  Library  Fund,"  the  income  of  at 
least  4  per  cent,  to  be  used  for  the  increase 
of  the  university  library,  from  the  class  of 

1895. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $5000,  toward  li- 
brary site  fund,  from  William  Deering. 

Freeport.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Galesburg,  Knox  College.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000,  for  pub- 
lic library  building,  from  Andrew  Carne- 
gie. The  city  already  appropriates  $6000 
for  library  maintenance. 

Grossdale.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $35>ooo, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Havana.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $5000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Jacksonville.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $40,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Kewanee.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegfie. 

Lake  Forest.  Lake  Forest  College.  Gift  of 
the  Arthur  Somerville  Reid  Memorial  Li- 
brary building;  cost  about  $30,000,  from 
Mrs.  Simon  Reid. 

Lincoln.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Maywood.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $100,  be- 
ing surplus  campaign  funds  remaining  after 
the  election,  from  Republican  Committee 
of  that  town. 

Pekin.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $10,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.    The  city  has  appropriated  $1500, 

—  Gift  of  a  site  for  the  proposed  Carnegie 
library  building,  value  not  stated,  from 
George  Herget. 

Rock  Island.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $10,- 
000,  for  book  stacks  and  furniture,  from 
Frederick  Weyerhauser,  of  St.  Paul. 
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Rockford,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $60,000, 
for  a  new  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie,  the  city  to  furnish  site  and 
"not  less  than  $8000"  yearly  for  mainte- 
nance. 

Springfield.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $75,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  City  Council  appropriated 
$10,000  annually  in  hope  that  the  gift  might 
be  increased  to  $100,000.  The  library  will 
be  known  as  the  "Lincoln  Library." 

Streator.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $35,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  fronv  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Sycamore.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  libra- 
ry building,  to  cost  about  $25,000,  from 
Mrs.  Everill  F.  Dutton,  as  a  memorial  to 
her  late  husband,  Gen.  Everill  F.  Dutton. 

Waukegan.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  city  already  appropriates 
$2000  for  library  maintenance. 

INDIANA. 

Crawsfordsville.  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$25,000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Wabash  College  Library.  Gift  of  the 
original  manuscript  of  "The  prince  of  In- 
dia," from  Genersd  and  Mrs.  Lew  Wallace. 

Elkhart.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  city,  in  advance,  has 
pledged  $3500  yearly  for  maintenance. 

Elwood.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1000, 
through  the  local  Women's  Qub,  from 
President  Reid,  of  the  American  Tin  Plate 
Co.,  of  New  York. 

—  Gift  of  $200,  the  results  of  a  benefit,  from 
The  Women's  Club. 

Fort  Wayne.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $75,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Goshen.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000,  for 
a  library  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
the  city  to  furnish  $2500  yearly  for  main- 
tenance. 

Indianapolis.  Butler  College.  Gift  of  $20.- 
000,  for  a  library  building,  also  a  site  for 
the  same,  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C. 
Thompson,  in  memory  of  their  daughter. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  275  volumes  on 
music,  in  memory  of  her  son,  Harry  S. 
Duncan,  deceased,  from  Mrs.  Ella  S.  Dun- 
can. This  collection  includes  musical  scores 
of  the  most  famous  operas  and  oratorios, 
as  well  as  the  best  critical  works  on  music. 

Lafayette.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  property, 
valued  at  $15,000,  from  Mrs.  Robert  R. 
Hitt,  of  .Illinois. 

Logansport.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  fine 
library  of  historical  material  relating  to  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  collected  by  the  late 
Judge  Horace  P.  Biddle.  This  collection 
was  the  result  of  60  years  of  historical  re- 


search, and  contains  originals  of  maps, 
drafts,  etc,  of  great  value. 

Madison,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Marion.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  A  site  was  purchased  some  time 
ago,  and  the  offer  was  prompd^  accrated. 

Michigan  City.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $500, 
for  books,  from  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barker. 

Muncie.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  Gift  of  $6000,  from  the  heirs  of  an  estate, 
name  not  given. 

New  Harmony.  Workingmen's  Institute 
Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $72,000,  from 
Dr.  Edward  Murphy.  In  the  final  settle- 
ment the  amount  may  exceed  these  fig- 
ures. 

Peru.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  city  already  appropriates 
$2700  yearly  for  library  maintenance. 

Portland.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Wabash.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Gift  of  5000  volumes,  from  Woman's  Li- 
brary Association.  The  library  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  city  to  be  maintained  as 
a  public  library. 

Washington.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

IOWA. 

Burlington.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
from  Philip  M.  Crapo. 

Cedar  Rapids.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Centerville.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building  and  site,  from 
ex-Governor  F.  M.  Drake,  on  condition 
that  a  two  mills  tax  be  laid  for  the  per- 
petual and  proper  care  of  the  property. 

Davenport.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  thereby  in- 
creasing former  gift  to  $75,000,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Dubuque.  Carnegie- Stout  Free  Library.  Gift 
of  $50,000.  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  on  con- 
dition that  the  Young  Men's  Library  As- 
sociation be  made  the  nucleus  of  a  free 
public  library,  and  that  the  city  furnish  a 
site  and  maintain  the  institution. 

—  Gift  of  a  suitable  site  for  the  library  build- 
ing offered  by  Andrew  Carnegie,  valued  at 
$17,000,  from  F.  D.  Stout,  given  in  mem- 
ory of  his  father. 

Fayette.     Upper  Iowa  University.     Gift  of 
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$25,000,  which  will  be  devoted  to  library 
purposes,  probably  for  a  new  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

Fort  Dodge.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  |jo,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Grinnell.  Stewart  Library.  Gift  of  a  new 
library  building,  costing  $15,000,  from  Joel 
Stewart 

—  Gift  of  a  site  for  new  library  building, 
value  not  stated,  from  The  Congregational 
Church. 

—  Gift  of  I4000,  for  books,  raised  by  popular 
subscription  by  the  citizens  of  Grinnell. 

Iowa  Falls.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  pub- 
lic library  building,  if  the  city  will  provide 
a  suitable  site,  from  E.  S.  Ellswortiu 

Mt,  Vernon.  Cornell  College.  Gift  of  ^40.7 
000,  for  a  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.    Conditions,  if  any,  not  stated. 

Muscatine.  Public  Library.  A  new  library 
building,  to  cost  about  $30,000,  by  P.  M. 
Musser,  provided  the  dty  vote  to  establish 
and  maintain  the  library. 

KANSAS. 

Dodge  City.  Railroad  Library  and  Reading 
Room.  The  Atchison.  Topeka,  and  Santa 
F€  Railroad  Co.  are  fitting  up  a  library  and 
reading  room  at  this  place  for  its  em- 
ployes. 

Fort  Scott.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Kansas  City.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
about  $6000,  from  Mrs.  Sarah  Richart 

Lawrence.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

KENTUCKY. 

Lexington.  State  College.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
from  President  James  K.  Patterson. 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $10,- 
000  and  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  from 
Abram  Holker. 

MAINE. 

Bangor.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $18,- 
347.26,  towards  the  building  fund,  from  A. 
D.  Mason. 

—  Gift  of  building  site,  costing  $7500,  from 
Nathan  C.  Aycr. 

Belfast,  Free  Library.  Gift  of  $3000,  as  a 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  on  history 
and  biography,  in  memory  of  Albert  Boyd 
Otis,  from  AJbcrt  Crane. 

Brunswick.  Bowdoin  College.  The  new  li- 
brary building,  given  by  Gen.  Thomas  H. 
Hubbard,  of  New  York  City,  reported  last 
year,  at  over  $150,000,  will  cost  over  $200,- 
000. 

—  Bequest  of  $2000,  from  Captain  John  Qif- 
ford  Brown,  of  Portland. 


—  Gift  of  $1200,  from  an  unknown  donor, 
through  a  Boston  friend. 

FmrMd.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  library 
building,  to  cost  between  $8000  and  $10,000, 
from  £.  J.  Lawrence. 

Farmington,  Public  Library  Association. 
Gift  of  $10,000,  for  a  public  library  build- 
ing, from  Hon.  Isaac  Cutler,  of  Boston, 
Mass. 

Lewiston.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

ICASYLAND. 

Cumberland.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  bmlding,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Hagerstown,  Washington  County  Free  Li- 
brary. Gift  of  $50,000  and  accrued  interest 
$1250,  from  B.  F.  Newcomer,  of  Balti- 
more, the  town  to  furnish  a  site  for  build- 
ing, which  will  cost  about  $25,000. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst.  Amherst  College.  Gift  of  $500,  to 
form  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  Spanish 
books,  from  Hon.  John  S.  Brayton,  of  Fall 
River,  Mass. 

Bolton,  Parker  Library.  Devise  of  a  dwell- 
ing house  and  one-half  acre  of  land,  on 
condition  that  within  one  year  from  the 
allowance  of  the  will  the  town  shall  estab- 
lish a  free  public  library  to  be  known  as 
the  Parker  Library,  from  Louisa  Parker. 

Boston.  Lang  Memorial  Library.  Gift  of  a 
free  public  library  of  musical  scores, 
founded  by  B.  J.  Lang,  as  a  memorial  10 
Ruth  Burrage. 

—  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $4000,  from 
Abram  E.  Cutter. 

—  Gift  of  599  volumes  of  text-books  used 
in  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  from  the 
Boston  School  Committee,  in  co-operation 
with  the  publishers. 

—  Gift  of  597  volumes,  relating  to  music, 
scores,  etc.,  from  Allen  A.  Brown. 

—  Gift  of  576  volumes,  relating  to  music,  in- 
cluding operas,  oratorios,  collections  of 
school  and  college  song  books,  etc,  from 
The  Oliver  Ditson  Co. 

Cambridge.  Harvard  University.  Bequest 
of  $10,000,  to  increase  fund,  already  estab- 
lished by  him,  for  purchase  of  works  of 
history,  politick  economy,  and  sociology, 
from  ex-Governor  Roger  Wolcott 

—  Gift  of  $1250,  for  purchase  of  books  relat- 
ing to  the  history  of  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
from  Prof.  A.  C.  Coolidge. 

—  Gift  of  $800,  for  the  purchase  of  books  on 
ecclesiastical  history  in  the  Riant  Library, 
from  J.  Harvey  Treat,  of  Lawrence. 

—  Gift  of  $500,  for  purchase  of  books  relat- 
ing to  Scandinavian  subjects,  from  Mrs. 
Emil  E.  Hammer. 

—  Bequest  of  1920  volumes,  mainly  English 
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and  French  literature,  from  Edward  Ray 
Thompson,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 

—  Gift  of  700  volumes  from  the  library  of 
James  Russell  Lowell,  to  form  the  Lowdl 
Memorial  Library  for  the  use  of  the  Ro- 
mance DeiMirtments  of  the  University,  from 
various  subscribers. 

—  Gift  of  549  volumes,  the  library  of  Al- 
phonse  Marsigny,  from  The  J.  C.  Ayer 
Company,  of  Lowell. 

—  Gift  of  317  volumes,  belonging  to  the  libra- 
ry of  her  late  husband,  from  Mrs.  Jolm  K 
Hudson. 

—  Bequest  of  250  volumes  of  Sanskrit  and 
other  Oriental  works,  from  Henry  C.  War- 

J     ren,  Esq. 

—  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  550  volumes, 
consisting  chiefly  of  Maine  and  New  Hamp- 
shire local  histories,  genealogies,  etc.,  from 
Cyrus  Woodman. 

—  Gift  of  a  collection  of  art  works,  valued 
at  about  $500,  from  Nathaniel  Cushing 
Nash. 

Clinton,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Comvay,  Field  Memorial  Library.  Gift  of 
a  library  building  to  cost  $100,000,  as  a 
memorid  to  the  donor's  father  and  mother, 
from  Marshall  Field,  of  Chicago.  It  will 
also  be  endowed  by  Mr.  Field. 

Fairhaven,  Millicent  Library.  Gift  of  Fair- 
haven  Waterworks,  valued  at  from  $100,- 
000  to  $125,000,  and  producing  an  annual 
income  of  about  $8000,  from  Henry  H. 
Rogers. 

Groveland.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $5000, 
from  J.  G.  B.  Adams. 

Hinsdale,  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $5000, 
to  be  known  as  "Curtice  fund,"  the  income 
to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from 
John  W.  Curtice,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Lynn,  Free  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  li- 
brary building,  erected  largely  from  the  be- 
quest of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shute. 

—  Gift  of  large  mural  painting,  by  F.  Luis 
Mora,  from  Joseph  N.  Smith. 

—  Gift  of  copy  in  marble  of  the  Venus  of 
Milo,  from  Charles  W.  Bubier,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 

—  Gift  of  a  bronze  bust  of  the  late  Charles 
J.  Van  Depoele,  from  his  family. 

Maiden,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $125,000, 
to  be  known  as  the  Elisha  and  Maiy  D. 
Converse  Endowment  Fund,  from  Hon. 
Elisha  D.  Converse.  "The  income  from 
this  fund  will  be  'used  freely  in  any  direc- 
tion in  which  it  may  conduce  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  library.' " 

Milton,  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $2000, 
from  ex-Governor  Roger  Wolcott,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Newburyport,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,- 
000,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  John 
Rand  Spring,  of  San  Francisco. 


—  Bequest  of  $4500,  from  Stephen  W.  Mars- 
ton,  of  Boston. 

—  Bequest  of  $3000,  fixmi  E.  S.  Moseley. 

North  Adams.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  fur- 
nishings and  decorations  of  children's  room, 
value  not  stated,  from  William  Arthur  Gal- 
lup, as  a  memorial  to  his  children. 

Petersham,  Public  Librai^.  Bequest  of  $12,' 
000,  from  Lucy  F.  Willis. 

Plymouth,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  new 
library  btiilding,  to  cost  about  $20,000,  from 
the  heirs  of  me  late  William  G.  Russell, 
of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  to  their  father 
and  mother. 

Salem,  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $10,000, 
from  Walter  S.  Dickson. 

Somerville,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $4000, 
from  Mrs.  Harriet  Minot  Laughlin,  in 
memory  of  her  father,  Isaac  Pitman,  the 
first  librarian  of  the  institution,  the  income 
to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  "works  of 
art,  illustrative,  decorative,  and  otherwise." 

Springfield,  City  Library.  Bequest  of  about 
$70,000,  from  the  estate  of  David  Ames 
Wells,  of  Norwich^  Conn.,  his  son  David 
Dwight  Wells  having  died  June  15,  1900, 
without  issue.  One-half  of  the  income  is 
to  be  expended  for  publications  on  eco- 
nomic, fiscal,  or  social  subjects. 

—  Gift  of  450  volumes,  from  Miss  Frances 
Fowler. 

Sunderland,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $10,- 
000,  for  a  library  and  its  equipment,  from. 
John  L.  Graves,  of  Boston. 

Swansea.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  a  li- 
brary building,  cost  not  stated,  from  Frank 
Shaw  Stevens. 

Wohum,  Eunice  Thompson  Memorial  Libra- 
ry. By  his  last  will  Jonathan  Thompson, 
of  Wobum,  left  a  plot  of  ground  and  the 
residue  of  his  estate  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  a  suitable  building  by  the 
city,  to  be  Imown  by  the  above  name.  Value 
of  bequest  about  $70,000. 

Worcester,  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
Gift  of  $3000,  for  a  fund  the  interest  of 
which  is  to  be  expended  tor  literature  re- 
lating to  the  Civil  War  of  1861-65.  This 
fund  is  in  memory  of  Hon.  John  Davis. 
President  of  the  Society  from  1853-54,  and 
was  given  by  John  C.  B.  Davis,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Horace  Davis,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Andrew  McF.  Davis,  of  Can»- 
bridge. 

—  Qark  University.  Bequest  of  $150,0001 
from  Jonas  G.  Qark,  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  a  library. 

MICHIGAN. 

Albion,  Albion  College.  Gift  of  $10,000,  to 
be  devoted  to  a  library  building,  as  a  me- 
morial to  the  donor's  daughter,  Lottie  T. 
Gassett,  from  Mrs.  C.  T.  Gassett 

Ann  Arbor,  Ladies'  Library  Associatioii. 
Bequest  of  $5000,  from  Mrs.  L.  M.  P^mer. 
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—  University  of  Michipfan.  Gift  of  about 
1600  volumes,  belonging  to  the  library  of 
the  late  Prof.  George  A.  Hench,  from  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Reb^xra  A.  Hench.  The 
greater  number  refer  to  Germanic  philology. 

Delray,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  property, 
valued  at  $15,000,  for  a  public  library,  from 
The  Solvay  Process  Company,  of  that  place. 

Detroit.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $750,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Gift  of  477  volumes  and  1932  pamphlets, 
from  the  heirs  of  the  late  Gov.  John  J.  Bag- 
ley.  "This  collection  was  notable  in  being 
almost  wholly  available,  useful,  and  val- 
uable to  the  library." 

—  Gift  of  418  volumes  and  1435  pamphlets, 
from  Herbert  Bowen,  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Library  Board.  "All  were  of  a  his- 
torical character,  mostly  local  and  relating 
to  Michigan,  or  institutions  and  localities 
in  the  state." 

Grand  Rapids.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $150,- 
000,  for  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  a 
library  building,  from  Martin  A.  Ryerson, 
of  Chicago,  the  city  to  provide  site  and 
maintenance.  The  offer  was  made  Feb.  14, 
i(X>i,  and  was  at  once  accepted  by  the 
Mayor. 

Iron  Mountain.  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$15,000,  for  a  public  library  building,  £rom 
Andrew  Came^e. 

Ishpeming.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Jackson.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $70,000. 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  city  already  appropriates 
$7000  yearly  for  library  support. 

Marquette.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $5000« 
toward  a  new  library  building,  from  an 
anonymous  donor. 

Muskegon.  Hackley  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$25,000,  for  a  new  two-story  stack  room, 
from  Charles  Henry  Hackley. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$30,000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

MINNESOTA. 

Cloquet.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  site  for 
a  library  building,  valued  at  $2500,  from 
Cloquet  Lumber  Company. 

Duluth.  Carnegie  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  new  librarv  building,  in  addition  to 
a  former  gift  of  $50,000,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Mankato.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $40,000. 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Minneapolis.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $60,- 
000,  for  the  erection  of  a  branch  library 
building,  from  ex-Governor  J.  S.  Pillsbury. 

St.  Cloud.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000. 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 


—  Gift  of  $aooo,  towards  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  the  new  Carnegie  library  building, 
from  J.  J.  Hill,  of  St  Paul. 

St,  Paul.  Public  Library.  Gift  o£  $500,  for 
purchase  of  children's  books,  from  various 
friends  of  the  library. 

—  Gift  of  their  library  of  430  volumes,  from 
St  Paul  Teacher's  Association. 

—  Gift  of  38  photographs  of  paintings,  two 
pictures  and  a  large  cast  of  the  Victory  of 
Samothrace,  from  four  donors. 

Sleepy  Eye.  Dyckman  Free  Library.  Gift 
of  $8000,  being  the  cost  of  the  completed 
library  building,  from  F.  H.  Dyckman. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Notches.  Fisk  Library  Association.  Gift  of 
$25,000,  from  Mrs.  Christian  Schwartz,  on 
condition  that  the  Association  raise  an  ad- 
ditional $10,000. 

—  Gift  of  site,  valued  at  $3000,  and  a  library 
building,  to  cost  $10,000,  from  Mrs.  Chris- 
tian Schwartz. 

Yazoo.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  library 
building,  to  cost  $25,000,  as  a  memorial  to 
the  late  Gen.  B.  S.  Ricks,  from  his  widow. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  from  Mrs.  K.  C.  Gardner. 

MISSOURL 

De  Soto.  Railroad  Library.  Gift  of  $I003, 
for  a  library  for  railroad  emplojres,  from 
Miss  Helen  Gould,  of  New  York. 

Hannibal.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  to  be 
known  as  the  John  H.  Garth  Public  Libra- 
ry, from  Mrs.  John  H.  Garth  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Goodlet. 

Jefferson  City.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,- 
000,  for  a  new  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie,  upon  condition  that  the  city 
secures  a  site  and  appropriates  $3000  a 
year  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library. 

5"/.  Joseph.  ¥rtf  Library.  Bequest  of  $20,- 
000,  from  Jarvis  Ford. 

St.  Louis.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1,000,- 
000,  for  public  library  building:s,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie,  provided  the  city  will  con- 
tribute the  site  and  appropriate  $150,000 
yearly  for  the  support  of  the  library. 

—  Gift  of  $400,000,  to  lift  incumbrance  on 
block  to  be  used  for  the  new  Carnegie  Li- 
brary, from  four  St.  Louis  citizens. 

South  St.  Joseph.  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$25,000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

NEBRASKA. 

Crete.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $10,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  T.  H.  Mil- 
ler, provided  the  city  furnish  a  site  ap- 
proved by  the  donor. 

Lincoln.  University  of  Nebraska.  Bequest 
of  2000  volumes,  of  history,  literature,  and 
works  on  education,  forming  the  library  of 
the  donor,  from  Simon  Kerl,  of  Oakland, 
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Neb.    The  books  are  never  to  be  loaned 
outside  the  library  rooms. 
South  Omaha,    Public  Library.    Gift  of  $60,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

NEW  bampshhe. 

Derry,  Benjamin  Adams  Memorial  Library. 
Bequest  of  $I0|000,  for  the  erection  of  a 
town-hall  and  public  library  building,  from 
Benjamin  Adams. 

Hflnover,  Dartmouth  College.  Bequest  of 
$10,000,  as  a  library  fund  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Philosophy,  from  Mrs.  Susan  A. 
Brown. 

Pitts/ield.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  library 
building,  to  be  erected,  value  not  stated, 
from  Josiah  Carpenter,  of  Manchester. 

Rindge.  Ingalls  Memorial  Library.  Gift  of 
$1000,  as  a  fund,  the  interest  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  from  the  Hon. 
Ezra  S.  Steams. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Jersey  City.  Free  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
819  volumes  and  381  pamphlets,  forming 
the  medical  library  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  W. 
Oark,  from  his  widow. 

Montclair.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Newark.  Free  Public  Library.  Gifts  of  1125 
periodicals  and  pamphlets,  from  three  per- 
sons. 

Perth  Afnboy.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $ao,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie.  The  city  already  ap- 
propriates $1200  yearly. 

—  Gift  of  a  site  for  a  public  library  building, 
value  not  stated,  from  J.  C.  McCoy. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  with  which  to  purchase  books 
when  needed,  from  Adolph  Lewisohn. 

Princeton.  Princeton  University.  Gift  of 
$50,000,  for  library  maintenance,  from 
anonymous  donor. 

—  Gifts  of  cash  aggregating  at  least  $16,000, 
from  various  sources. 

—  Gift  of  $5000,  for  library  of  Germanics, 
from  the  class  of  1891. 

—  Bequest  of  2739  volumes  and  860  pam 
phlets,  from  Prof.  William  Henry  Green. 

—  Gift  of  1000  volumes,  from  the  library  of 
the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  presented  by 
Samuel  Miller  Breckinridge. 

—  Gift  of  310  volumes,  from  D.  H.  Smith, 
of  New  York. 

—  Gift  of  255  volumes,  from  Prof.  Henry 
Van  Dyke. 

Trenton.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  books, 
forming  the  Women's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union  Library,  to  the  Public  Library. 

—  Gift  of  about  2500  volumes,  comprising 
books  in  "A.  L.  A.  catalog"  not  already 
in  library,  from  Ferdinand  W.  Roebling, 
president  of  the  board. 


NEW  MEXICO. 

Albuquerque,  Free  Public  Library.  Gift  ot 
a  two-story  brick  building,  valued  at  $25,-^ 
000,  on  condition  that  it  be  used  forerer 
as  a  i>ublic  library  and  that  $1000  additional* 
be  raised  by  the  citizens,  from  J.  S.  Rey*^ 
nolds. 

—  Gift  of  $2000,  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
raised  by  popular  subscription. 

NEW  YORK. 

Albany.  Young  Men's  Association  Library  — 
Pruyn  Branch  Library.  Gift  of  building, 
furniture,  and  equipment,  cost  about  $20,- 
000,  from  Mrs.  William  G.  Rice,  in  memory 
of  her  father,  the  late  dancellor  J.  V.  L. 
Pruyn. 

—  Gift  of  $525,  from  various  persons. 
Angelica.    Free  Library.    Gift  of  $12,000,  for 

'a  library  building,  from  Mrs.  Frank  Smith. 

—  Gift  of  a  building  lot  for  a  library  build- 
ing, value  not  stated,  from  Frank  S.  Smith. 

Brooklyn.  The  Brooklyn  Library.  Bequest 
from  Mr.  James  A.  H.  Bell  of  sixteen- 
seventy-fifths  of  his  estate.  This  bequest 
is  estimated  to  be  worth  about  $10,000.  Mr^ 
Bell  also  left  the  library  1523  volumes,  col- 
lected since  he  gave  his  library  of  10,425* 
volumes,  three  years  ago. 

—  Long  Island  Historical  Society.  Gift  of 
$6500.  This  amount  was  raised  by  popular 
subscription,  and  is  to  be  known  as  the 
"Storrs  Memorial  Fund,"  the  income  to  be 
devoted  to  the  increase  of  the  library. 

—  Bequest  of  $1000,  the  income  to  be  ex- 
pended in  "the  enlargement  of  the  depart- 
ment of  ecclesiastical  history,"  from  Rich- 
ard S.  Storrs,  D.D.,  late  President  of  the. 
Society. 

Caldwell,  Lake  George.  Dewitt  C.  Hay  Lf- 
brary  Association.  Bequest,  valued  at 
about  $13,300,  consisting  of  100  shares  of' 
Amer.  Bank  Note  Co.  stock,  35  shares  of 
C.  M.  and  St  Paul  R.  R.  stodc,  and  $2000 
in  Duluth  and  Iron  Range  R.  R.  stock, 
to  be  held  in  trust,  the  income  to  be  spent 
for  new  books,  pictures,  and  objects  of  art* 
from  Mrs.  Marietta  C.  Hay,  of  Tarrytown, 
N.  Y.  This  library  is  established  in  mem- 
ory of  the  donor's  husband. 

Catskill.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Cohoes.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000,  for 
public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Glovcrsville.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,- 
000,  for  new  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  city  already  appropriates 
$3000  for  library  maintenance. 

Greene.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  William  H. 
and  James  H.  Moore,  founders  of  the  Dia- 
n^ond  Match  Co.,  of  Chicago. 

Hempstead,  L.  I.     Public  Library.     Gift  olr 
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$25,000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 

Andrew  Carnegie. 
Homer,    Public  Library.    Gift  of  $10,000,  for 

the  erection  of  a  public  library  building, 

from  George  W.  Phillips. 
Ithaca,    Cornell  University.    Gift  of  $I2/X)0, 

as   an   endowment  fund   for  the   Flower 

Veterinary  Library,  the  income  alone  to  be 

used  for  the  increase  of  the  collection,  from 

Mrs.  Rosweli  P.  Flower. 

—  Gift  of  $1126,  as  a  contribution  toward 
printing  the  catalogue  of  the  Dvatt  collec- 
tion, from  Wiliard  Fiske. 

—  Bequest,  estimated  at  about  $2000,  from 

C.  H.  Howiand,  class  of  1901.  This  is  to 
form  an  endowment  fund,  the  income  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  works  in  the  English 
language  for  a  circulating  library  for  the  use 
of  students  and  officers  of  the  university, 
and  is  not  payable  until  after  the  death  of 
the  testator's  father,  who  is  still  living. 

—  Gift  of  $575,  for  the  increase  of  the  White 
Historical  Library,  from  the  Hon.  Andrew 

D.  White. 

—  Gift  of  330  volumes,  from  the  family  of  the 
late  Prot  S.  G.  Williams. 

—  Gift  of  300  volumes,  from  Theodore  Stan- 
ton, class  of  '76. 

Johnstown,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie,  the  city  to  furnish  site  and 
appropriate  ^500  yearly  for  maintenance. 

Middletotvn,  Thrall  Library.  Bequest  of 
$3if500,  with  which  a  fine  library  building 
has  been  erected,  from  Mrs.  S.  Marietta 
Thrall. 

Mount  Vernon,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $35»- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  CamMfic. 

NewRochelle,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25.- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie.  The  city  must  furnish  site 
and  a  yearly  maintenance  of  $4000. 

New  York  City.  American  Geographical  So- 
ciety. Gift  of  $4455  to  building  fund,  from 
various  persons. 

—  Am.  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers. 
Gift  of  Latimer  Qark  collection  of  electri- 
cal works,  6000  v.,  from  Dr.  S.  S.  Wheeler. 

—  American  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
Gift  of  4539  volumes,  pamphlets,  etc.*  on 
Natural  History,  including  73  maps,  of  a 
value  of  not  less  than  $4200,  from  Gen. 
Egbert  L.  Viele. 

'—  Gift  of  3166  volumes  of  Bibles,  dictionaries, 
travels,  cydopadias,  etc,  valued  at  $6500, 
from  N.  v.  Ecumenical  Council. 

—  Gift  of  243  volumes  and  33  pamphlets, 
handsomely  bound  and  valued  at  $2000, 
from  Frederick  A  Constable. 

—  Gift  of  45  rare  volumes  on  Mineralogy, 
valued  at  $250,  from  Ernest  Schemikow. 

— Association  of  the  Bar.  Gift  of  $10,000, 
received  Jan.  i,  1901,  source  not  given. 

—  Columbia  University.    Gift  of  $10,000,  from 


''A  Friend  of  the  University,"  for  additions 
to  the  library. 
—  Gift  of  $5000.  from  ''A  Friend  of  the  Uni- 
versity .(another  friend),  for  special  pur- 


poses. 

—  Gift  of  $2250,  with  which  to  complete  the 
library's  set  of  English  Parliamemary  Pa- 
pers, from  the  Hon.  William  S.  Schermer- 
nom. 

^  Gift  of  the  "Garden  Library"  of  2279  vol- 
umes and  145  pamphlets,  consisting  of 
works  by  Southern  authors  or  beariii|r  00 
Southern  history,  from  The  New  York 
Southern  Society. 

—  Deposit  of  the  library  of  the  Holland  So- 
ciety, consisting  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
mostly  in  the  Dutch  language,  many  of 
which  are  rare. 

—  General  Theological  Seminary.  Gift  of 
2700  volumes,  a  part  of  the  library  of  the 
Rev.  B.  I.  Haight,  D.D.,  from  C.  C  Haigfat, 
Esq. 

—  Gift  of  1000  volumes,  a  part  of  the  library 
of  the  Rt  Rev.  Horatio  Potter,  D.D.,  from 
Prof.  William  B.  Potter. 

— :Gift  of  books,  number  not  stated,  to  the 
value  of  $38^0,  from  the  Soddty  for  Pro- 
moting Religion  and  Learning  in  the  State 
of  New  York. 

—  Mechanics'  Institute  Library.  (General 
Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen.) 
Bequest  of  $5000,  from  estate  of  Charles 
P.  Haughan. 

—  New  York  Free  Qrculating  Library.  (New 
York  Public  Library.)  Bequest  of  $20,- 
000,  from  Oswald  Ottendorfer. 

—  Bequest  of  $11,250,  from  Proudfit  Estate. 
This  library  is  now  absorbed  by  the  New 
York  Public  Library  —  Astor,  Lenox,  and 
Tilden  Foundations. 

—  New  York  University.  Gift  of  over  1200 
volumes,  from  the  library  of  the  late  Pro! 
Ezra  Hall  Gillett,  D.D.,  from  his  two  sons. 

—  Public  Library  —  Astor,  Lenox,  and  Til- 
den Foundations.  Gift  of  $5,200,000,  for 
the  erection  of  65  branch  library  buildings, 
the  city  to  fumi^  the  sites  and  guarantee 
the  maintenance  of  the  libraries,  nt>m  An- 
drew (^megie. 

—  (jift  of  1304  volumes,  from  the  Union 
League  Qub. 

—  (Jift  of  738  volumes,  from  Hon.  Robert 
P.  Porter. 

—  Gift  of  592  volumes,  from  the  Misses  Ely. 

—  Gift  of  497  volumes,  from  Mrs.  C^ertrude 
King  Schuyler. 

—  Gift  of  393  volumes,  from  estate  of  S.  V. 
R.  Townsend. 

— Gift  of  :<43  volumes,  from  Dr.  R,  CL 
Wiener. 

—  Gift  of  287  volumes,  from  H.  V.  and  H. 
W.  Poor. 

—  Gift  of  280  volumes,  from  Edmond  Bni- 
waert 

—  Gift  of  923  groups  of  steel  engravings,  all 
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"engravers'  proofs,"  chiefly  the  works  of 
the  donor's  father,  from  James  D.  Smillie. 

—  Gift  of  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
Japanese  engravings  and  chromo-xylo- 
graphs,  formed  by  Captain  Brinkley.  of  die 
Japan  Mail,  from  Qiarles  Stewart  Smith. 

—  New  York  Society  Library.  Bequest  oi 
$1000,  from  Maria  B.  Mount 

—  Bequest  of  $20,004.86,  from  Charles  H. 
Contoit;  during  the  previous  year  $137,000 
was  paid  to  the  library  b^  this  estate. 

—  Union  Theological  Semmary.  Gift  of  559 
volumes,  from  the  library  of  the  late  presi- 
dent, Roswell  Dwight  Hitchcock,  LL.D. 

—  Gift  of  519  volumes,  from  the  library  of  the 
late  Prof.  Ezra  Hall  Gillett,  D.D.,  from  his 
two  sons. 

—  Washington  Heights  Free  Library.  Gift 
of  $1700  by  Andrew  Carnegie  towards  com- 
pleting sum  required  by  conditional  gift 
for  new  building. 

—  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Gift 
of  $5000,  to  prepare  catalogue  of  circulating 
library,  from  Frederick  E.  Hyde. 

Newark,  Gift  of  a  library  building,  costing 
nearly  $25,000;  also,  $1000  to  send  out  trav- 
elling libraries  in  the  neighborhood  and  the 
salary  of  the  librarian  for  a  year,  from  Mr. 
Henry  C.  Pew,  of  Evanston,  111. 

Niagara  Falls,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie,  the  city  to  furnish  a  site 
and  a  yearly  maintenance  of  $7000. 

Oxford,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  public  li- 
brary, from  children  of  the  late  Eli  L.  Cor- 
bin. 

Oyster  Bay,  L,  I,  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$1000,  towards  a  public  library  building,  by 
Andrew  Carnegie.  No  conditions  were  at- 
tached to  this  gift. 

Peekskill  Public  Library.  Gift  of  the  old 
Henry  Ward  Beecher  residence,  ftdly 
equipped  for  a  public  library,  from  Dr. 
John  Newell  Tilton. 

Port  Jervis.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $20,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie,  the  city  to  furnish  site  and  ap- 
propriate $3000  yearly  maintenance. 

—  Gift  of  plot  of  ground  for  library  site, 
value  not  stated,  from  Peter  E.  Famum. 

Rochester,  Reynolds  Library.  Gift  of  900 
volumes  of  United  States  public  documents, 
from  Hon.  Charles  S.  Baker. 

St,  George,  5.  /.  Arthur  Winter  Memorial 
Library  of  the  Staten  Island  Academy.  Gift 
of  $500,  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  without 
conditions. 

Schenectady.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,- 
000,  for  a  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie.  The  city  council  had  al- 
ready appropriated  $5000  a  year  for  library 
maintenance  provisionally  in  hope  of  secur- 
ing a  Carnegie  gift  A  site  is  under  con- 
sideration, at  a  probable  cost  of  $14,000. 

—  Gift  of  $15,000,  with  which  to  purchase  a 


site  for  the  new  Carnegie  library,  from  the 
General  Electric  Company. 

Syracuse,  Public  Libnury.  Gift  of  $260,000, 
for  a  new  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Camene,  the  city  to  furnish  site  and  guar* 
antee  $30,000  yearly  for  maintenance. 

Watertown.  Flower  Memorial  Library.  Gilt 
of  $60,000,  from  Mrs.  Enuna  Flower  Tay- 
lor, for  a  public  library  to  conunemorate 
her  father,  the  late  Governor  Roswell  P. 
Flower. 

Yonkers.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000^ 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Ajadrew 
Carnegie. 

NOKTH  CABOUNA. 

Charlotte.    Public  Librarv.    Gift  of  $20,000, 

for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 

Carnegie. 
Durham,     Trinity  Coll^;e.     Gift  of  $50,000, 

for   a   library   building,    from   James   K. 

Duke,  president  of  the  American  Tobacco 

Co. 
Raleigh,     Olivia  Raney    Memorial    Library. 

Gift  of  5000  volumes,  also  services  of  a 

trained  librarian  to  organize  the  work,  from 

Richard  B.  Raney. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Fargo,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,OOQ,  for 
public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

OHIO. 

Akron,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  a  building 
for  the  public  library,  to  cost  not  less  than 
$50,000.  from  Col.  George  T.  Perkins. 

—  Gift  of  library  of  music  (189B),  valued  at 
$600,  name  of  donor  not  stated. 

Ashtabula,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,000, 
for  public  library  bulling,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Bucyrus,  Memorial  Library.  Gift  of  $|oo, 
for  purchase  of  books,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Canton,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000,  for 
public  library  buildii^,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  Gift  of  property,  valued  at  $10,000,  from 
W.  W.  Qark. 

Cincinnati,  Natural  History  Library.  Gift 
of  $60,000,  for  a  new  library  building,  name 
of  donor  not  stated. 

—  Gift  of  14,000  volumes,  donor  not  named. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1000,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  for  the  blind,  raised  by  pop- 
ular subscription. 

—  Gift  of  500  volumes  in  raised  type  for  the 
blind,  name  of  donor  not  given. 

—  Gift  of  416  volumes  and  1600  pamphlets, 
from  H.  L.  Wehmer. 

—  University  Library.  Gift  of  6782  volumes; 
the  Robert  Qarke  collection. 

Cleveland.  Adelbert  College,  of  Western  Re- 
serve University.  Gift  of  $i5»ooo,  name  of 
donor  not  given. 
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—  Case  Library.  Library  property  condemned 
by  U.  S.  government  for  new  public  build- 
ing; award,  including  damages,  fixed  at 
$507,000. 

—  Qeveland  Hardware  Co.'s  Library.  Gift 
of  joo  volumes,  from  famous  people  all  over 
the  world,  many  with  autographs. 

—  Medical  Library  Association;  The  Vance 
Library.  Gift  of  2000  volumes,  from  Drs. 
Dudley  P.  Allen  and  A.  C.  Hanunan. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  506  bound  and  217 
unbound  volumes,  on  Oriental  religions, 
folk-lore  and  allied  subjects,  from  John  G. 
White. 

Columbus,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1000, 
for  maintenance  of  the  Kilboume  alcove; 
also  750  volumes,  from  James  Kilboume. 

Conneaut  Public  Librarv.  Gift  of  $100,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Delaware.  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  Gift 
of  4179  volumes,  including  the  complete  li- 
brary of  the  late  Prof.  Karl  Little,  from 
Prof.  John  Williams  White,  of  Harvard 
University. 

Gamhier.  Kenyon  College  Library.  Gifts  of 
$15,000,  names  of  donors  not  given. 

Geneva.  Piatt  R.  Spencer  Memorial  Library. 
Gifts  of  $1577,  names  of  donors  not  given. 

Granville.  Dennison  University  Library. 
Gifts  of  $525,  names  of  donors  not  given. 

Greenville.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie,  a  yearly  maintenance  of  $2000 
required.  The  site  has  already  been  secured. 

Hamilton.  Lane  Free  Library.  Gift  of  $500, 
donated  by  citizens. 

Marietta.  Marietta  College.  Gift  of  18.712 
volumes,  from  his  private  library,  by  Hon. 
R.  M.  Stimson;  to  be  kept  together  and  in 
reasonable  repair.  The  collection  is  es- 
pecially rich  in  Americana  relating  to  the 
Mississippi  Valley. 

Massillon.  McQymonds  Public  Library. 
Gift  of  library  building,  valued  at  $20,000, 
name  of  donor  not  given. 

—  Gift  of  $10,000,  as  an  endowment  for 
books,  name  of  donor  not  given. 

PainesvUle.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  new  li- 
brary building,  neither  value  nor  name  of 
donor  given. 

—  Gift  of  385  volumes,  name  of  donor  not 
given. 

Sandusky.     Public  Library.     Gift  of  $50,000, 

for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 

Carnegie. 
Shelby.     Public  Library.     Gift  of  property 

valued  at  $6500,  for  a  public  library,  from 

Daniel  S.  Marvin. 
Steubenville.    Carnegie  Public  Library.    Gift 

of  $50,000,   for  a  public  library  building, 

from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Toledo.    Public  Library.    Gift  of  $1800,  from 

Mr.  Hardy. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  from  Mrs.  J.  R.  Locke. 


not 


— Gifts  of  1223  volumes,  names  of  donors 
given. 

Van  Wert,  Brumback  Library.  Gift  of  new 
library  building,  costing  about  $50,000^  from 
family  of  the  Tate  John  S.  Brumback,  thus 
carrying  out  his  intentions  in  completing  and 
furnishing  it  and  presenting  it  to  the 
county. 

Wooster.  University  Library.  Gift  of  a  $35,- 
000  library  building,  from  H.  C.  Frick,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  'This  beautiful  building  is 
fitted  up  with  the  latest  improvements." 

Youngstown,  Reuben  McMillan  Free  Li- 
brary. Bequest  of  $5000,  received  from 
Charles  D.  Arms. 

OREGON. 

Portland.  Library  Association.  Gift  of  $25,- 
050,  from  the  three  daughters  of  the  late 
Henry  Failing. 

—  Bequest  of  $2500,  the  income  to  be  used 
for  maintenance  of  the  donor^s  private  li- 
brary of  nearly  9000  volumes,  also  be- 
queathed to  this  institution,  from  John  Wil- 
son. 

—  Bequest  of  his  private  library  of  near!y 
9000  volumes,  valued  at  $2500,  from  John 
Wilson.  This  library  is  rich  in  art  works 
and  examples  of  early  printing^  and  is  to 
be  kept  as  a  separate  collection  for  refer- 
ence only. 

—  Gift  of  $1100,  for  work  of  cataloging  the 
Wilson  Library,  provided  for  by  private 
subscription,  by  the  directors. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Braddock,  Duquesne,  and  Homestead.  Car- 
negie Libraries.  Gift  of  $1,000,000,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie.  This  amount  has  been 
placed  in  trust  with  the  Carnegie  Company, 
of  Pittsburg,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be 
devoted  to  maintaining  the  above  libraries, 
founded  by  Mr.  Carnegie.  It  will  be  dis- 
tributed from  time  to  time,  according  to  the 
work  done  or  needed. 

Carbondale.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,030. 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Duquesne.    See  Braddock. 

Easton.  Lafayette  College.  The  Van  Wickle 
Memorial  Library  building,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $30,000,  from  a  legacy  of  Augustus 
S.  Van  Wickle,  of  Hazleton.  Pa. 

—  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000,  for  a  pub- 
lic library  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
The  gift  was  declined  March  14,  1901,  be- 
cause of  maintenance  requirement,  and 
afterwards  accepted  (April  11)  on  assur- 
ance that  the  site  would  be  given  to  the  city. 

—  Gift  of  money  to  purchase  a  site  for  the 
building  offered  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  amount 
not  stated,  raised  by  popular  subscription. 

Homestead.    See  Braddodc. 
Huntingdon.    Gift  of  $20,000.  for  a  public  li- 
brary building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
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Idlewood.  Chartiers  Township  Free  Library. 
Gift  of  $1500,  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Newcastle.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,000, 
for  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  If  the  yearly  maintenance  is 
made  $4000  the  gift  will  be  raised  to  $40,- 
000.    Gift  rejected.  June  27,  1901. 

Philadelphia.  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 
Bequest  of  about  $500,000,  from  Dr.  Robert 
B.  Lambom.  Though  bequeathed  to  the 
academy,  its  library  will  be  benefited  by  the 
bequest. 

— Bequest  of  about  $75,000,  and  a  valuable 
collection  of  botanical  books  and  dried 
plants,  from  Charles  E.  Smith.  The  library 
will  be  benefited  by  this  bequest. 

—  College  of  Physicians.  Gifts  and  bequests 
amounting  to  $27,500  towards  a  "Library 
Endowment  Fund,"  raised  through  the  ef- 
forts of  the  president  of  the  college,  Dr. 
W.  W.  Keen,  within  a  period  of  eighteen 
months,  as  follows: 

Trustees  of  the  William  F.  Jenks  Memorial 

Fund.  $7000. 
Mr.  William  W.  Frazier,  $5000. 
Estate  of  Esther  F.  Wistar,  $5000. 
Mrs.  William  T.  Carter.  $5000. 
Dr.  William  W.  Keen,  $1000. 
Charles  C.  Harrison,  $1000. 
J.  Percy  Keating,  $1000. 
Major  Luther  S.  Bent,  $1000. 
John  H.  Converse,  $1000. 
George  H.  McFadden,  $500. 

—  Gift  of  2466  volumes,  from  Dr.  J.  M.  Da 
Costa. 

—  Gift  of  1500  volumes,  from  Dr.  John 
Ashurst,  Jr 

—  Gift  of  272  volumes,  from  the  daughters 
of  the  late  Dr.  William  T.  Taylor. 

— The  Franklin  Institute.  844  volumes  and 
899  pamphlets,  relating  to  iron.  coal,  min- 
ing, railroads,  and  statistics,  from  the  la*^e 
Charles  E.  Smith,  at  one  time  president  of 
the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Co. 

—  Free  Library.  Bequest  of  12 15  volumes 
and  1806  unbound  books,  pamphlets  and 
magazines,  through  Stevenson  Hockley 
Walsh,  from  Mrs.  Annie  Hockley. 

—  Gift  of  464  volumes,  for  H.  Josephine  Wid- 
ener  Branch  Library,  from  Mr.  P.  A.  B. 
Widener. 

—  Gift  of  245  volumes,  from  estate  of  George 
B.  Roberts. 

—  Gift  of  several  volumes  !n  embossed  t)rpc 
for  the  blind,  from  Dr.  David  D.  Wood. 

—  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Gift 
of  $5000,  from  Mrs.  MifHin  Wistar. 

—  Gift  of  $2041.  from  Miss  Ellen  Wain. 

—  Gift  of  $500,  from  Carl  Edelheim. 

—  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia.  Gift 
of  900  volumes,  from  the  Hon.  Richard 
Vaux. 

—  Gift  of  406  volumes,  from  Henry  Carey 
Baird,  Esq. 


—  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Gift  of  $I7S^ 
to  be  spent  in  purchase  of  philosophical 
books,  from  Qass  of  1889. 

—  Gift  of  $615,  for  purchase  of  files  of  botan- 
ical periodicals,  from  Robert  B.  Buist 

—  Gift  of  about  2500  volumes  exceedingly 
valuable  in  works  of  Travels  and  Archaeol- 
ogy, from  the  heirs  of  Robert  H.  Lambom, 
and  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 

—  Gift  of  1300  volumes,  secured  at  Hunter 
sale,  from  contributions  of  friends  of  the 
University. 

Phoenixvilh,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $15,- 
000,  for  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Reading,  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $200J, 
for  purchase  of  books,  from  friends. 

—  Gift  of  681  volumes,  from  same  source. 

—  Gift  of  356  volumes,  forming  his  library, 
from  Henry  S.  Comstock. 

Sharon.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Washington,  Washington  ind  Jefferson  Col- 
lie. Gift  of  $10,000  (added  to  the  $50^000 
given  by  her  husband,  William  R.  Thomp- 
son, for  a  new  library  building),  from  Mrs. 
Mary  Thow  Thompson,  of  Pittsburg.  The 
building  will  cost  $^,000,  the  balance,  $20,- 
000,  will  be  held  as  a  book  fund,  the  in- 
come only  to  be  spent.  Mr.  Thompson*a 
gift  is  intended  as  a  :nemorial  to  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Donaldson  Thomp- 
son. 

—  Gift  of  $30,000,  towards  the  erection  aad 
maintenance  of  a  new  library  building,  from 
W.  P.  Thompson,  making  in  all  from  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson  $60,000. 

Wilkinsburg.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,- 
000,  for  public  library  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Central  Falls.  Adams  Library.  Bequest  of 
$35*000  from  Stephen  Ludlow  Adams,  as  a 
special  trust  for  the  establishment  of  a  li- 
brary, to  tie  named  as  above ;  $25,000  to  be 
spent  on  building,  the  income  of  $10,000  for 
its  maintenance. 

Newport.  Redwood  Library.  Bequest  of 
$1000,  from  Miss  Martha  Maria  Anderson. 

—  Bequest  of  $5000,  to  be  paid  at  the  expira- 
tion of  three  jrears.  from  Johr  Nichols 
Brown.  This  is  to  be  used  as  a  fund,  the 
income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of 
books. 

~  Bequest  of  $2000.  from  Mrs.  Orleana  El- 
lery  Redwood  Pell  (Mrs.  Walden  Pell). 

—  Gift  of  316  volumes  on  angling  and  hunt- 
ing, from  Daniel  B.  Fearing. 

Providence.  Brown  University.  By  the  will 
of  the  late  John  Nicholas  Brown  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  John  Carter  Brown  Library 
of  Americana  previous  to  1801,  the  esti- 
mated value  of  which  is  at  least  $i,00Q,00i), 
shdl  be  maintained  as  a  permanent  me- 
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morial.  The  testator  sets  aside  $150^000 
for  a  building  and  $500,000  as  an  endow- 
ment fund  for  its  increase  and  maintenance. 
This  library  and  its  endowments  have  been 
presented,  by  the  trustees  of  the  estate,  tO 
Brown  University. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  for  purchase  of  American 
poetry  and  drama,  at  the  McKee  sale,  from 
William  Goddard,  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity. 

—  Gift  of  over  250  volumes  on  international 
law,  from  William  Vail  Kellen,  a  trustee 
of  the  University. 

—  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $10,000,  from 
Ada  L.  Stcere. 

. —  Gift  of  $3000,  to  be  invested  and  income 
used  for  purchase  of  books.  The  name  of 
the  donor  is  not  made  public 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Aberdeen.  Alexander  Mitchell  Library.  Gift 
of  $i5,ooa  for  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie.  Mr.  Carnegie  requesis 
that  the  library  be  called  after  his  friend, 
Alexander  Mitchell.  Accepted  March  20, 
1901. 

Sioux  Falls.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

TENNESSEE. 

Chattanooga.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,- 
000,  for  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  It  is  reported  that  the  amount 
of  the  gift  will  be  raised  to  $100,000,  pro- 
vided the  city  agrees  to  appropriate  $10,000 
yearly. 

Jackson.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,000,  for 
public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Memphis.  Cossitt  Library.  Bequest  of  942 
volumes  and  423  pamphlets  especially  strong 
in  social  science  and  history,  from  Gen. 
Colton  Greene. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  over  iioo 
volumes,  from  various  persons,  at  a  book 
reception,  held  Dec.  11,  1900. 

San  Antonio.  Carnegie  Library.  Collection 
of  books,  valued  at  $3500,  from  San  An- 
tonio Library  Association.  To  be  turned 
over  to  the  Carnegie  Library  on  the  com- 
pletion of  its  building,  and  provided  that  the 
city  contribute  $50  a  month  towards  ex- 
penses until  so  turned  over. 

Waco.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1000,  by 
Andrew  Carnegie,  towards  the  library. 

UTAH. 

Ogden.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000,  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Salt  Lake  City.  Free  Public  Library.  Gift 
of  $75,000,  to  erect  a  free  public  library 
building,  and  a  building  site  worth  $25,000, 
from  John  Q.  Packard. 


VERMONT. 

Middlebury.  Middlebury  College.  Gift  af 
the  Starr  Library  building,  erected  from  a 
bequest  of  $50,000,  from  Egbert  Starr,  of 
New  York  City. 

Windsor.  Library  Association.  Bequest  of 
$2000,  from  Charles  C.  Beaman,  of  New 
York. 

VIRGINIA. 

Hampton.  Hampton  Normal  and  Industrial 
Institute.  Gift  of  a  new  library  building, 
cost  not  stated,  as  a  memorial  to  Collis  P. 
Huntington,  from  Mrs.  C.  P.  Huntington. 

Lexington.  Washington  and  Lee  University. 
Bequest  of  his  law  library  (1884),  made 
available  by  death  of  his  widow,  from 
Prof.  Vincent  L.  Bradford,  of  Philadelphia. 

Norfolk.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Seaboard  Air  Line  Travelling  Libraries. 
Gift  of  $icco,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Richmond.    Public  Library.    Gift  of  $100,000, 

for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 

Carnegie. 
Winchester.      Public    Library.      Bequest    of 

$250,000,   from  Judge  John    Handley,    of 

Scranton,  Pa. 

WASHINGTON. 

Seattle.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $200,000, 
for  a  new  library  building,  to  replace  the 
one  destroyed  by  fire  Jan.  2,  1901.  from  An- 
drew Carnegie,  on  condition  that  the  city 
make  a  guarantee  to  provide  $50,000  yearly 
for  maintenance  and  improvement. 

Tacoma.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $5aoo.\ 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Aiidrew 
Carnegie.  Accepted  with  the  proviso  that 
$7500  will  be  appropriated  for  maintenance 
annually  if  the  gift  is  increase!  to  $75,000. 
A  site  has  already  been  selected.     ' 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Wheeling.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $75,000, 
for  a  public  librarv  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

WISCONSIN. 

Appleton.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $663.54. 
from  directors  of  Prescott  Hospital. 

—  Gift  of  $500,  for  furnishing  room,  from 
women's  clubs. 

Ashland.  Vaughn  Library.  Bequest  of  the 
Vaughn  Library,  valued  at  $60,000;  also 
property  which  will  give  it  an  income  of 
$1200  a  year,  from  Mrs.  Vaughn- Marquis, 
of  Chicago. 

—  Bequest  of  540  volumes,  from  Mrs.  E. 
Vaughn-Marquis. 

Columbus.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1300, 
$1000  for  endowment  and  $300  for  imme- 
diate use,  from  Mrs.  C.  A.  Chadboume  and 
F.  A.  Chadboume. 

De  Pere.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $2000,  to- 
wards furnishing  a  library  of  10,000  vol- 
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umes  and  upwards,  if  accepted  before  Sep- 
tember, 1902,  from  A.  G.  Wells. 
Green  Bay.  Kellon^  Public  Library.  Gift  of 
$20,000,  for  public  library  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie,  the  city  to  furnish  site 
and  $2500  yearly  for  maintenance. 

—  Gift  of  a  building  site  for  new  Carnegie 
Library,  worth  $2000,  from  Bishop  Mess- 
mer. 

JanesvUle.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $30,0J3^ 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  The  city  council  voted  March  19, 
1901,  to  appropriate  $3500  yearly  for  main- 
tenance. 

—  Bequest  of  $10,000,  for  a  public  library 
building,  from  F.  S.  Eldred. 

Kenosha.  Gilbert  M.  Simmons  Library.  Gift 
of  a  library  building  and  furniture,  costing 
about  $150,000,  from  Z.  G.  Simmons,  In 
memory  of  his  son,  Gilbert  M.  Simmons. 

—  Gift  of  $20,000,  ifor  purchase  of  books, 
from  Z.  G.  Simmons. 

La  Crosse,  Washburn  Library.  Gift  of  the 
Albert  Boehm  collection  of  stuffed  birds, 
valuable  but  cost  not  stated,  from  citizens 
of  the  city. 

Lake  Geneva.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  750 
volumes,  from  several  ladies. 

Lake  Mills.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1000, 
in  addition,  for  building,  from  L.  D.  Fargo. 

—  Gift  of  $1700,  for  building  site,  from  citi- 
zens of  the  place. 

Madison.  Free  Library  Commission.  Gift  of 
$35i  for  German  travelling  library,  from 
citizens  of  Milwaukee. 

—  University  of  Wisconsin.  The  Germanic 
Seminary  Library,  comprising  1700  vol- 
umes, relating  especisdly  to  Germanic  phi- 
lology and  literature;  purchased  from  a 
fund  of  $3146,  raised  by  German-American 
citizens  of  Milwaukee  and  presented  Jan. 
I.  1899. 

—  Gift  of  $2645  for  purchase  of  books  for 
School  of  Economics  and  Political  Science, 
from  gentlemen  in  New  York.  Milwaukee, 
Madison,  and  other  Wisconsin  cities. 

—  Gift  of  $2350,  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  School  of  Commerce,  from  five  citizens 
of  Milwaukee. 

—  Gift  to  the  Germanic  Seminary  Library  of 
268  volumes,  from  the  house  of  F.  A. 
Brockhaus,  of  Leipzig. 

MarshHeld.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $2500, 
one-fifth  to  be  expended  annually  for  five 
years  for  books,  from  W.  D.  Connor. 

Menomonie.  Memorial  Free  Library.  Gift 
of  about  $2000,  for  running  expenses  pend- 
ing settlement  of  the  estate  of  Captain  A. 
Tainter,  from  his  son  and  daughter,  L.  S. 
Tainter  and  Mrs.  Fanny  Macmillan. 

Milwaukee.  Law  Library.  Bequest  of  $10,- 
000,  one-half  for  endowment  and  one-half 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  A.  R.  R. 
Butler. 

—  Public  Library.    Gift  of  $10,000,  for  a  col- 


lection of  books  on  literary  subjects,  from 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Keenan,  as  a  memorial  to  her 
husband,  the  late  Matthew  Kleenan. 
Oconomowoc.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1500, 
toward  library  building,  from  Mrs.  r.  D. 
Armour. 

—  Gift  of  $1500,  toward  library  building,  from 
Mrs.  P.  D.  Armour,  Jr. 

—  Gift  of  $1500,  toward  library  building, 
from  Mrs.  Bullen. 

Oshkosh,  Harri8-Saw3rer  Library.  Bequest 
of  $7^,000,  toward  new  library  building, 
from  Marshall  Harris. 

—  Bequest  of  $25,000,  towards  new  library 
building,  from  Philetus  Sawyer.  The  be- 
quests of  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Sawyer  were 
supplemented  by  $50,000  from  the  city.  The 
Harris  bequest  of  $75,000  was  made  in  1895 
by  Mrs.  Abby  S.  Harris,  to  carry  out  the  in- 
tentions of  her  husband.  It  was  made  on 
condition  that  within  three  years  an  equal 
amount  should  be  raised  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  bequest  of  $25,000  by  Hon.  Phi- 
letus Sawyer  was  made  to  assist  in  raising 
the  latter  amount,  the  balance  of  which  was 
secured  by  the  issue  of  city  bonds.  $90,000 
remains  as  a  trust  fund. 

—  Gift  of  paintings,  valued  at  $5000,  from 
Leander  Choate. 

Racine.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $10,000,  to- 
wards a  public  library,  from  citizens  of  that 
city. 

Sheboygan.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $25,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Gift  of  $1000,  or  his  salary  of  $500  per  an- 
num for  two  years,  for  a  site  for  library 
building,  from  the  mayor,  Fred  Dennett. 

Stanley.     Public  Library.     Gift   of  $12,000, 

$8000  for  building  and  $4000  for  equipment, 

from  Mrs.  D.  R.  Moon. 
Superior.     Public  Library.     Gift  of  $50,000, 

for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 

Carnegie. 

—  Gift  of  $5500,  for  a  library  building  site, 
from  citizens  of  the  town. 

Waukesha.    Carroll  College.    Gift  of  $20,000. 

for  a  library  endowment  fund,  from  donor 

whose  name  is  not  given. 
Whitewater.    Public  Library.    Gift  of  $3000, 

for  a  memorial  collection  of  books,  from 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Cook. 


NoTC  —  Foreign  gifts  include:  For  British  proy- 
inces,  Vancouver  Public  Libranr,  $^0,000  from  An- 
drew Carnegie  —  For  Canada,  McGiU  University  of 
Montreal  four  gifts  ($14,000.  Ix^oo.^xooo,  $soo)  for 
various  purposes;  Ottawa  Public  Libraqr,  Si 00,000 
from  Andrew  Carnegie:  Windsor  Public  Library, 
$so,ooo  from  Andrew  Carnegie;  Sidney  Public  Li- 
brarv,  ix(,ooo  from  Andrew  Carnegie;  Winnipeg 
Public  Library,  $x 00,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie; 
Halifax  Art  School  and  Public  Library,  $75,000  from 
Andrew  Camecie  —  For  Trinidad,  Cutw,  bcoucst  for 
public  library  from  Maxy  B.  Carret  —  For  Scotland, 
Glasgow  di^rict  libraries,  £x  00,000  from  Andrew 
Cam^e;  Greenock,  £5000  from  Andrew  Carnegie; 
Hawick,   £x  0,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
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SUMMARY  BY  STATES  OF  GIFTS  AND  BKQUSSTS 

..     .... 

No. 

Gifts  in  money. 

Money  for 
boildmga. 

Books. 

MttcdlatteoM. 

Caracgte  gifts. 

rMaia« 

9 

4 

9 

44 

lO 

a8 

74 
»5 
45 

|6,>oo 

X  1,000 

a,ooo 

a8o»5SO 
53S.OOO 

199,887 
138,030.86 
73,000 
«i635.9o6 

$«45,847.«6 
xo,ooo4- 

x75,ooo 
154,000 

6,095,655+ 

50,000+ 
385,000-f 

WV^v^^* 

• 

M»ir  H Aoifidhirft 

s 

VcriBOOt •• 

.3 

Ttfmifhinctti 

6,508  V.  + 

6,965  ▼.+ 

xo/Mopm. 

a9.732  ▼• 
X78pv. 

sl^pm. 

X3,«49^* 
3,7«$tMn. 

art  works,  etc. 

sSgOoo 

^ 

Rbodt  Iiland 

Q 

Coonecticut 

84SBM.+ 
engravings. 

■n^AMA 

11 

New  York 

S.8o8,90o 

9 

New  Jefsej 

< 

m 

PennsylTAAift  ••••  ••••••■• 

dried  plants. 

i,sttf,5so 

• 

'  Delaware. .  * . . . .......... 

► 

Marylaod 

9 

96,350 

50,000 

•Stooo 

Q 

District  of  Colombia.... 

..I... .......... 

o 

Virffinla 

6 

I 
3 

351,000 

150,000 
75tOOO 
70,000 

Inw  library. 

I5s«ooo 

y$i«» 

WeStVirir^iiia 

North  Carolina. 

South  Carolina. 

1 

5,000  ▼. 

scrvicei. 

**"*' 

< 

Georgia 

Florida. 

9 

90,000 

960  ▼. 

SObOOO 

VI 

• 

'Kentncky.. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1 

3 

S0|000 

^ 

Tennewee.  ••••.• 

80,000 

70,000 
38,000 

949  V. 

433  pm- 
yes. 

80,000 

U. 

Alabama 

MiMinippi.... 

a6,ooo 
xe.ooo 

X,IOO  V.  + 

8 

Texas . . . .  ^  i  i  i  i  i  •  •  •  * 

x,ooo 

SgOOO 

^ 

Arkantaa 

Oklahoma  Territory 

1 

Indian  Toritory. . .'. 

Ohio.. ..!:!...!;......... 

39 

93 

•9 
«4 

40 
10 

«4 

7 

1 
3 

3 

4 

69,409 

94i7oo 
39,893.50 
3,000 

90,99354 
500 

34,000 

3X,00O 

370,000-f 

685,000 

543,700 

163,500 

307,0004- 

x,47S.ooo 
50,000 
40,000 
70,000 

40,000+ 

49,553  ▼•  + 
x,8x7  pm. 

5,a75  ▼.  + 

4,000  V.  + 

a,495V- 
3,367  pm. 

3,a58  V. 
430  V. 

|S0,OQ0 

883,000 

• 

1 

ms. 

lUinoia. 

3 

Michifan 

Jt 

Q 

Wisconsin  ••• 

paintinspB,  etc. 
art  worn,  etc. 

I 

Minnesota 

Iowa 

y^VPA^ 

8 

Missouri 

North  Dakota 

tiOfO^OOO 

ca.000 

40,000 

u 

• 

South  Dakota 

Nebraska 

6,000 

3,000  V. 

1  Kansas 

*  Montana 

••••••••••••••• • 

• 

e 

Wyoming 

...... .......... 

1 

Colorado 

3 

3 

138,000 
35,000 

lOt^OOO 

New  Mexico 

3,000 

>k 

Arisona 

■ 

TTtah X.. 

3 

X35,000 

95,000 

P 

Nevada 

5 

Idaho 

R 

Washington 

3 

4 
xo 

350,000 

950,000 

^ 

Oregon   • 

38,650 

«3f000 

9,000  V. 

3,500  V. 

I  California. 

905,000 

865,000 

Cuba. 

public  library. 

British  Prorinces 

Scotland 

xo 

3 

3,800 

374,000 
575,000 

575*000 

SUMMARY  BY  SECTIONS  OF  COUNTRY. 


North  Atlantic  Division 

South  Atlantic  Division 

South  Central  Division 

33X 

H 
X5 

185 

»3 

•a,867,573.86 

00,000 
343,489.04 
43,«50 

•7,395,503.36+ 

365,000 
x89,ooo 

5,835,300+ 

«, 433,000 

63.848  V.++ 

X  5,349  Pni. 

960V.++ 
3,043  V.+-I- 
433  pm. 

67,0x1  V.-4-+ 

S,x84  pm. 
xx,5oo  V. 

artworks,  mas., 

engravinga,etc. 

services. 

•7t»99»7oo 

•91,000 
151,000 

1,948,000 

North  Central  Division 

Western  Division 

art  works,  mss., 
etc. 

Cuba 

4«8 

X 

xo 

3 

$3,6x6,963.90 

1x5,3x7,703.36+ 

X4S,36x  V.+-f 
30,856  pm. 

X  library. 

$19,769,700 

British  Provinces 

3,800 

374,000 
575,000 

575,000 

Scotland 

483 

$3,6x9,763.90 

$x6,x66,703.36+ 

•«3tf04.700 

Total  Gifts  and  Bequests  to  American  libraries  from  all  sources,  $19,786,465.  x6,  X45,36x  volu 
pamphlets.     The  above  figures  do  not  include  several  buildings  and  o^er  gifts,  the  value  of 
stated.     Statistics  of  this  nature  must  ever  remain  mere  approximations  until  some  uniform  sygfcem 
them  is  devised  and  carried  out. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  A.  L.  A.  PUBUSHING  BOARD. 
By  Joseph  L.  Hajuuson,  Treasurer,  Librarian  of  The  Providence  (R,  L)  Athenaeum. 


tN  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the 
*  constitution  I  have  the  honor  to  present 
herewith  the  report  of  the  Publishing  Boani 
for  the  year  1900.  The  table  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  board  is  essentially  a  tria? 
balance,  but  divided  into  two  sections  to 
bring  out  more  clearly  the  condition  of  the 
board's  undertakings.  The  first  section 
shows  in  the  last  two  columns  the  net  bal- 
ance of  loss  or  profit  on  each  of  our  publi- 
cations, June,  1901.  In  general  it  is  true  that 
our  book  publications,  except  the  "List  of  sub- 
ject headings/'  have  not  brought  in  what  was 
expended  on  them,  while  our  card  publica- 
tions have  more  than  offset  these  losses  by 
their  profits,  for  although  the  final  balance 
of  all  these  accounts  shows  an  excess  of  ex- 
penditures over  receipts  of  $830.74,  yet  it 
should  be  noticed  that  the  two  largest  items 
in  the  expense  column,  $476.84  and  $1290.02 
are  on  account  of  publications  which  have 
not  yet  begun  to  bring  many  returns,  vis., 
the  second  edition  of  the  *'A.  L.  A.  index" 
and  the  "Portrait  index."  If  these  are  left 
out  of  consideration  our  other  publications 
show  a  net  profit  to  date  of  $927.12.  The 
second  section  of  the  table  shows  what  means 
we  have  in  hand  or  can  count  upon.  The  un- 
paid bills  ($24i.69+$369-52+$i6.5o),  $627.71, 
are  just  about  offset  by  the  amount  of  bills 
and  subscriptions  due  us,  $636.82;  leaving 
the  cash  balance,  $823.64,  plus  the  amount 
sunk  in  publications,  $830.74,  to  represent  the 
sum  still  remaining  in  our  hands  of  money 
appropriated  to  our  use  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Endowment  Fund  or  received  from  other 
sources,  $1617.08,  plus  the  sum  of  the  bal- 
ances still  standing  on  the  old  membership 
accounts,  $46.41.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  office  expenses  of  the  year  having 
been  heavier  than  usual,  over  $1800,  have  not 
been  all  charged  to  the  account  of  our  differ- 
ent publications,  but  a  balance  of  $345-55  has 


been  allowed  to  remain,  reducing  by  so  much 
the  balance  on  this  account  of  the  previous 
year. 

As  a  complement  and  supplement  to  the 
table  the  following  statements  concerning  the 
board's  publications  and  work  may  be  of  in- 
terest : 

Books. 

A.  L.  A,  proceedings, — The  board  has  in 
stock  at  its  headquarters,  10^  Beacon  street, 
Boston,  nearly  2000  copies  of  the  conference 
proceedings,  covering  the  years  from  1882  to 
date.  There  are  a  very  limited  number  of 
copies  of  the  years  1882,  1886,  1892,  and  1893, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  libraries  desiring  to 
complete  sets  in  order  to  bind  the  proceedings 
by  themselves  would  do  well  to  give  the  mat- 
ter early  consideration. 

Annotated  bibliography  of  fine  art. — ^The 
"Bibliography  of  fine  art,"  prepared  by  Mr. 
Sturgis  and  Mr.  Krehbiel  and  edited  by  Mr. 
lies,  which  has  become  so  favorably  known 
because  of  the  value  of  its  descriptive,  crit- 
ical and  comparative  notes,  was  among  the 
board's  publications  transferred  to  Messrs. 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  of  Boston  (now  the 
regular  publishers  of  the  board),  in  January, 
1900,  and  may  be  obtained  directly  from  them. 
The  sales  of  the  book,  last  year  amounting  to 
84  copies,  are  gradually  reducing  the  deficit 
incurred  in  its  publication,  which  at  the  end 
of  the  year  amounted  to  less  than  $400. 

Books  for  boys  and  girls. — The  little,  inex- 
pensive, paper^covered  handbook  which  bears 
this  title,  with  its  carefully  annotated  lists, 
prepared  by  Miss  Hewins,  of  the  Hartford 
Public  Library,  for  the  home  use  of  fathers, 
mothers  and  teachers,  continues  in  such  ac- 
tive demand  that  less  than  700  copies  are  now 
left  of  an  original  edition  of  3000.  It  re- 
mains in  the  hands  of  the  Publishing  Board. 

Library  tracts.  —  Messrs.  Houghton,  Mif- 
flin &  Co.  have  published  for  the  board  dur- 
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ing  the  year  three  library  primers,  an  edition 
of  1000  of  each  tract  being  printed.  The  first, 
**Why  do  we  need  a  public  library?"  was 
compiled  by  a  committee  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
This  was  followed  by  '^ow  to  start  a  public 
library,"  by  Dr.  G.  E.  Wire,  of  the  Worcester 
County  Law  Library,  and  'Travelling  libra- 
ries," by  Mr.  Frank  A.  Hutchins,  secretanr 
of  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  G>mmission. 
They  have  been  well  received,  and  others  on 
practical  library  subjects  will  follow  as  soon 
as  possible.  A  very  low  price  has  been  fixed 
for  the  tracts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will 
be  generously  used  by  clubs,  commissions  and 
individuals  interested  in  promoting  the  ad- 
vancement of  library  interests. 

List  of  books  for  girls  and  women  and  their 
clubs. — ^This  carefully  selected  Kst  of  some 
2100  books  ''worthy  to  be  read  or  studied  by 
girls  and  women"  should  now  be  ordered  di- 
rectly of  Messrs.  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 
Nearly  300  copies,  including  parts,  were  sold 
during  the  year,  showing  a  continued  though 
uot  increased  demand. 

List  of  French  fiction. — Nearly  1000  copies 
of  this  convenient  list,  chosen  and  annotated 
by  Madame  Comu,  of  Montreal,  and  Mr. 
Beer,  of  New  Orleans,  were  sold  during  the 
year,  reducing  the  stock  on  hand  at  the  board'i: 
Beacon  street  office,  where  it  can  still  be  ob- 
tained, to  less  than  500  copies. 

List  of  subject  headings  for  use  in  diction- 
ary catalogs. — "Subject  headings"  continues  to 
be  one  of  the  most  lucrative  publications  of 
the  board.  Nearly  300  copies  were  sold  in 
1900,  and  the  accounts  of  the  year  show  a 
balance  in  its  favor  of  nearly  $500  Since  the 
demand  for  the  book  comes  almost  exclu- 
sively from  libraries,  it  still  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  Library  Bureau,  where  orders 
should  be  sent 

Reading  for  tht  young.— Sargent's  "Read- 
ing for  the  young"  is  oflFered  by  Messrs. 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.  in  three  forms:  the 
original  edition,  compiled  by  Mr.  John  F. 
Sargent;  the  "Supplement,"  compiled  by  Mis 3 
Mary  E.  and  Miss  Abby  L.  Sargent ;  and  the 
original  and  supplement  bound  together. 
During  the  current  year  the  original  edition 
has  become  exhausted.  It  is  probable  that 
a  limited  number  of  copies  will  be  printed 


at  once  to  supply  the  immediate  demand  and 
that  a  reprint,  with  additional  matter,  will  be 
undertaken  in  the  near  future. 

Printed  cards. 

Current  books. — It  need  simply  be  stated 
under  the  head  of  "Printed  cards  for  correot 
books"  that  the  entire  reorganization  of  this 
part  of  the  board's  work  has  been  the  subject 
of  active  discussion  during  the  year,  and  that 
the  proposed  plans  for  carrying  it  on  more  ef- 
fectively  will  be  fully  explained  to  the  con- 
ference by  Mr.  Fletcher,  chairman  of  the 
Publishing  Board.  It  may  be  appropriately 
added  that,  as  in  past  years,  the  thanks  of 
the  Association  are  due  to  the  publishers  for 
their  courtesy  in  sending  books,  and  to  Miss 
Browne  for  her  earnest  work  in  getting  the 
cards  to  subscribers  with  —  under  often  ad- 
verse conditions  —  most  commendable  prompt- 
ness. 

English  history, — ^The  annotated  cards  on 
English  history  continue  to  be  printed  at  1 
loss.  Mr.  W.  D.  Johnston  has  been  re-en- 
gaged, however,  to  edit  the  cards  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  end  their 
usefulness  will  be  found  to  justify  the  work, 
at  least  to  the  extent  of  making  them  sdf- 
supporting. 

Periodical  and  society  publications. — ^The 
Publishing  Board  is  now  printing  cards  for 
nearly  250  periodical  and  society  publications. 
During  1900,  2S43  titles,  or  more  than  170,000 
cards,  were  sent  out.  This  represents  the 
largest  single  item  of  the  board*s  work  and 
an  expenditure  of  more  than  $1700,  which  is 
nearly  met  by  receipts  from  the  sales. 

Miscellaneous  sets. — ^The  board  has  now 
printed  16  of  the  so-called  "Miscellaneoos 
sets,"  which  are,  together  with  the  years  or 
volumes  covered,  as  follows:  American  As- 
sociation for  the  Advancement  of  Science  — 
Proceedings,  1875- 1898;  American  Historical 
Association  —  Papers,  1885-91,  v.  1-5;  Amer- 
ican Historical  Association  —  Reports,  188^ 
98;  New  York  State  Museum  —  Bulletin, 
1892-98,  nos.  1-23;  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  —  Collections,  1792- 1899;  Old  Sooth 
Leaflets  —  series  1-4;  Smithsonian  Institution 
—  Annual  reports,  1886-96;  Smithsonian  In- 
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fttitution  —  Contributions  to  knowledge,  1862- 
97;  Smithsonian  Institution  —  Miscellaneous 
collections,  1862-97;  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Ethnol- 
ogy—  Annual  reports,  1879-95;  U.  S.  Na- 
tional Museum  —  Annual  reports,  1886-95 ;  U. 
S.  National  Museum  —  Bulletin,  1875-9B,  and 
(books)  Depew,  ''One  hundred  years  of 
American  commerce";  Authors  Qub,  Ti- 
ber scriptorum";  Shaler,  'TTnited  States  of 
America." 

These  sets  simply  cover  the  back  numbers 
of  what  are  now  grouped  in  the  board's  worK 
as  "periodicals  and  society  publications"  — 
completed  works  like  "Liber  scriptorum,"  of 
course,  being  excepted.  Subscriptions  to 
these  periodicals  and  publications  as  current 
continuations  begin  with  the  date  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  subscription,  so  that  unless  one 
has  been  a  subscriber  from  the  beginning 
there  will  of  necessity  (because  of  the  limited 
number  of  the  cards  printed)  be  a  break  be- 
tween the  last  year  covered  by  the  "Miscel- 
laneous set*'  and  the  beginning  of  the  sub- 
scription. 

The  sets  have  met  with  a  warm  welcome 
from  the  libraries,  and  the  board  is  prepared 
to  print  cards  during  1901  for  the  following 
additional  sets,  providing  a  sufficient  ntmiber 
of  orders  are  received  to  justify  the  work: 
American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science  —  Annals,  1900  to  date;  American 
Economic  Association  —  Economic  studies, 
1896-97;  American  Economic  Association  — 
Publications,  1887-96;  Bibliographica,  1895- 
97;  Bureau  of  American  Republics  —  Publi- 
cations; Columbia  University  Studies  in  His- 
tory, Economy  and  Public  Law,  1891-96; 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  History 
and  Political  Science,  1883-98;  U.  S.  (Geolog- 
ical Survey  —  Bulletins,  1884-98;  U.  S.  Geo- 
logical Survey  —  Monographs,  1882-98;  U.  S. 
(Geological  and  Geographical  Survey  of  the 
Territories  — Reports,  1875-90;  U.  S.  (Geo- 
logical and  (Geographical  Survey  of  the  Ter- 
ritories —  Miscellaneous  publications,  12  nos. 

These  brief  statements  show  concisely  the 
bibliographical  work  which  the  Publishing 
Board  has  completed  and  is  now  carrying  on, 
and  for  which  it  needs  the  continued  moral 
and  financial  support  of  the  libraries  of  the 
Association. 


In  Reparation  and  under  consideroHon, 

Other  important  work  is  in  active  progress. 
The  "Literature  of  American  history,"  being 
edited  by  Mr.  Lamed,  and  for  which  Mr.  Ues 
has  so  generously  donated  $10,000,  is  well 
along,  and  may  be  announced  as  a  fall  book. 
Under  Mr.  Fletcher's  direction  work  on  the 
second  edition  of  the  "A.  L.  A.  index"  has 
advanced  rapidly,  and  the  book  will  be  ready 
for  distribution  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Mr.  Dewey  has  promised  that  the  long-delayed 
"Supplement"  to  the  "A.  L.  A.  catalog,"  be- 
ing edited,  as  was  the  original,  by  Mrs.  Sa- 
lome Cutler  Fairchild,  will  be  out  this  sum- 
mer. It  is  expected  that  active  work  on  the 
"Portrait  index"  will  be  continued,  and  that 
under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Lane  and  Miss 
Browne  the  index  will  be  pushed  to  rapid 
completion. 

Among  the  pieces  of  valuable  work  under 
consideration,  on  which  the  board  hopes  soon 
to  be  able  to  take  final  and  definite  action, 
may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Teggart's  "Handbook 
of  libraries  of  the  United  States,"  an  "Index 
to  library  periodicals,"  a  "Bibliography  of  ref- 
erence books,"  cards  to  current  books  recom- 
mended by  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Com- 
mission and  the  Massachusetts  Library  Qub 
index  to  the  Massachusetts  public  documents. 

In  conclusion  it  remains  to  express  the  deep 
and  sincere  regret  with  which  the  board  ac- 
cepted the  resignation  of  Mr.  William  C. 
Lane  as  its  secretary  and  treasurer,  tendered 
in  December  of  last  year  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  after  a  long  period  of  most  earnest, 
faithful  and  valuable  service,  and  to  repeat 
here  the  suggestion  with  which  he  closed  his 
report  to  the  Montreal  conference,  a  sugges- 
tion made,  it  must  be  remembered,  after  years 
of  closest  attention  to  the  workings  of  the 
board: 

"The  desirability  of  taking  some  definite 
steps  toward  putting  the  work  of  the  Publish- 
ing Board  on  a  broader  and  stronger  basis 
is  as  evident  as  ever.  In  addition  to  the  ef- 
ficient service  rendered  by  the  assistant  sec- 
retary, the  Publishing  Board  could  with  ad- 
vantage employ  a  portion,  say  half,  of  the 
time  of  a  capable  man  who  should  combine 
business  judgment  and  alertness  with  bib- 
liographical tastes  and  knowledge  of  library 
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interests.  The  time  has  come  when  both  for 
its  own  sake  and  in  justice  to  those  who  serve 
it  the   Publishing   Board  should  have  s^il- 


aried  officers.  To  make  the  change  success- 
fully, however,  requires  a  better  financial  con- 
dition than  it  yet  has." 
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THE  PROCEEDINGS. 
Waukesha,  Wis.,  Thursday,  July  4 — Wednesday,  July  10,  1901. 


FIRST  SESSION* 

(Methodist  Church,  Waukesha,  Thurs- 
day EVENING,  July  4.) 

PUBLIC  MEETING. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8.15  by 
President  Carr,  who  announced  that  the 
American  Library  Association  would  take  up 
the  program  prepared  for  its  23d  amiual  meet- 
ing. The  president  then  introduced  Andrew 
J.  Frame,  of  Waukesha,  who  extended  a  cor- 
dial welcome  to  Waukesha  on  behalf  of  the 
local  committee,  referring  to  the  advance 
made  in  library  development  throughout  Wis- 
consin, largely  through  the  efforts  of  such  men 
as  Senator  Stout,  of  Menominee,  and  Z.  G. 
Simmons,  of  Kenosha,  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  state  commission. 

Mr.  Carr  then  delivered  the 
president's  address. 
(See  p.  I.) 

The  subject 

WHAT  MAY  be  DONE  FOR  LIBRARIES 

was  presented  by  three  speakers,  T.  L.  Mont- 
gomery presenting 

WHAT  MAY  be  DONE  BY  THE  CITY, 

(See  p.  5), 
Dr.  E.  A.  BntGE  reviewing 

WHAT  MAY  BE  DONE  BY  THE  STATE, 

(See  p.  7), 
and  Herbert  Putnam  outlining 

WHAT  MAY  BE  DONE  BY  THE  NATION, 

(5*^^  p.  9.) 
Adjourned  at  10  p.m. 

SECOND  SESSION. 

(Assembly  Room,  Fountain  Spring  House, 
Friday  morning,  July  5.) 

President  Carr  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  10.25,  ^nd  announced  that  the  usual  reports 
of  officers  and  committees  would  be  taken  up 
in  due  order. 

*  Preceding  this  first  ^enerml  sessioii  of  the  Amo 
ciation,  an  informal  social  reception  had  been  l^d  at 
The  Fountain  Spring  House,  Wednesday  evening, 
July  3;  and  during  Thursday,  July  4,  there  were 
meetings  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Council,  special  committees, 
etc 


The  printed  report  of  1900  meeting  was 
approved  as  presented  and  distributed. 

The  AMENDMENT  TO  CONSTITUTION,  as  ap- 
proved at  the  Montreal  meeting  was  sub- 
mitted for  ratification,  and  was  adopted.  It 
provides  that  in  section  17,  line  10,  of  the 
constitution  the  words  ''of  the  association," 
shall  be  stricken  out,  thus  making  the  final 
sentence  of  that  section  read  as  follows:  "It 
may,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  promulgate  recom- 
mendations relating  to  library  matters,  and 
no  resolutions  except  votes  of  thanks  and  on 
local  arrangements  shall  be  otherwise  pro- 
mulgated." 

F.  W.  Faxon  presented  his 

secretary's  REPORT. 

During  the  13  months  since  the  Association 
met  at  Montreal  the  number  of  new  members 
added  has  been  167.*  Including  with  the  new 
those  who  have  rejoined  (for  they  are  prac- 
tically new  members),  we  have  over  225,  the 
largest  year's  increase  in  the  history  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  The  system  of  giving  to  each  per- 
son who  joins  an  accession  number,  and  after 
a  lapse  of  membership  for  one  or  more  years 
reverting  to  the  old  number  when  he  again 
joins,  is  not  to  my  mind  quite  fair  to  the 
regular  continued  membership.  One  of  the 
charter  members,  to  take  an  extreme  case, 
may,  after  paying  dues  for  1876  only,  come 
in  again  this  year  by  paying  for  1901  and  yet 
appear  on  a  par  with  the  1876  members  who 
have  faithfully  kept  up  their  membership  for 
25  years.  Those  rejoining  members  should 
b^  included  with  the  total  of  new  names 
added.  There  is  a  chance  here  for  our  sta- 
tistician to  devise  a  better  system  of  accession. 
In  March,  1901,  the  active  membership  reached 
the  1000  mark,  an  achievement  which  may  well 
be  recorded  at  the  opening  of  a  new  century. 

In  January  4000  copies  of  preliminary  an- 
nouncements were  mailed  to  members,  and 
others  supposed  to  be  interested.  The  sec- 
retary compiled  for  this  purpose  a  card  cata- 

*  From  the  close  of  the  Montreal  meeting  to  dose 
of  Waukesha  meeting  the  total  new  membera  Joined 
were  aSo. 
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log  of  names,  including  in  it  members  of  all  book  size)  were  printed  and  a  copy  mailed  to 

the  state  associations  and  local  clubs.  each  person  who  registered  for  attendance  at 

In  May  a  new  handbook   (68  pages  and  the  meeting,  and  to  all  members  of  the  As- 

cover)  3^  x  sH  in*»  practically  following  the  sodation. 

size  of  last  issue,  was  sent  out,  giving  list  The  secretary's  expenses  for  the  year,  ex- 

of  members,  officers  and  committees,  statisti-  elusive  of  handbook,  will  be  about  $400,  the 

cal  tables,  lists  of  state  and  local  library  asso-  chief  items  being  postage  and  printing.    This 

ciations  and  state  library  conunissions,  nee-  seems  justified,  as  it  has  been  the  means  of 

rology  for  the  year,  and  other  information  of  increasing  the  income  of  the  A.  L.   A.  by 

value  to  members  and  of  use  in  extending  the  more  than  the  amount  expended, 

work  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Number  of  letters  and  postcards  written 

An  edition  of  4500  was  printed  at  an  ex-  during  the  year  956,  number  received  about 

pense  of  $160.60,  and  about  half  were  mailed,  1000. 

in  connection  with  circular  no.  2  regarding  Gifts  to  the  A.  L.  A.  during  the  year  have 

the  Waukesha  meeting.  The  remainder  should  included : 

suffice  for  the  coming  year,  with  a  small  sup-  Current  issues  of  the  New  York  Public  Li- 

plement   to  include  the   new   members,  and  ^l^^^^l^^^^  ^"^  ^^  Library  Journal,  from 

the  by-laws  to  be  passed  at  Waukesha,  thus  *  R^rte  oYthe  Bristol  meeting  of  the  L.  A. 

completing  the  new  constitution.  U.  K.,  from  the  Honorable  Secretary. 

Early  in  June  the  final  announcement  was  Report  of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Libra- 
sent  out,  with  private  post  card  enclosed,  re-  ^^{  Victoria,  Australia,  1900 

^.         .                 •  f   ..         ^« .  Catalogue  of  books  on  art,  from  the  New- 

questmg  advance  registration.    This  was  en-  castle-upon-Tyne  Library. 

tirely  successful,  476  persons  registering  for  Statistics  of  labor,  Conn.,  Report,  1901. 
attendance,  up  to  June  28.    A  printed  list  of  World  Almanac,  1901. 
these,  for  distribution  at  the  eariy  sessions  of  .  Annual  reports  of  several  Ameri^n  libra- 
^,            ,.           Ml    -^  •          /=j    I1              .J  ncs,  including  Philadelphsa  Free,  Haverhill 
the  meeting,  will,  it  is  confidently  expected,  public,  Somerville  Public,  and  Bowdoin  Col- 
more  than  justify  the  expense  of  its  compila-  lege  libraries. 

tion.     (800   copies,   24   pages,   same   size   as  In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  all  upon  whom  I 

handbook,  $32.75.)  have  called  for  information  or  help,  for  the 

2000  copies  of  program    (16  pages,  hand-  promptness  and  cordiality  of  their  response. 

Gardner  M.  Jonbs  presented  the 

treasurer's  RIPORT. 

Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  i,  1900  (Montreal  conference,  p.  107) fS4  75 

Receipts,  Jan.-Dic,   1900. 

Fees  from  annual  members  : 
From      3  members  for  1898 
From    61  members  for  1899 
From  780  members  for  1900 
From    12  members  for  1901 

856  members  at  $2 $1712  00 

Fees  from  annual  fellows  : 
From  I  fellow  for  1899 
From  9  fellows  for  1900 

10  fellows  at  $5 50  00 

Fees  from  library  members  : 
From    I  library  for  1899 
From  29  libraries  for  1900 

30  libraries  at  $5 150  00 

$1912  00 

Life  membership : 
Alfred  Hafner 
Emma  R.  Neisser 

2  life  memberships  at  $25 $50  00 

Interest  on  deposit.  New  England  Trust  Co 11  64 

Donation i  00 

$9039  39 
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Patmimts,  Jam.-Dbc,  1900. 

Proceedings,  including  delirerj : 

Jan.    15.    PubHskers*  Weekfy,  balance  on  printing  and  binding  Atlanta 

Proceedings $142  9a 

Publishers*  Weekly^  delirery  AtlanU  Proceedings 66  27 

Mar.   17*    Publishers*  Weehfy,  cuTttLgt 50 

Oct.      s.    Publishers*  H^eehfy,  Montreal  Proceedings  and  delivery 88x  34 


Stenographer : 

J  one    30.    J.  H. 
nly      7.    G.  D. 


Kenehan $30  75 

Robinson • • 73  69 


Secretary  and  conference  expenses : 

April  24.    F.  H.  Gerlock  &  Co.,  printing  handbook I59  00 

F.  H.  Gerlock  &  Co.,  circulars,  etc 35  25 

May    29.     Henry  J.  Carr,  postage,  etc 112  90 

June  30.    F.  H.  Gerlock  &  Co.,  programs  and  circulars 37  75 

July    24.    Henry  J.  Carr,  travel  secretaries'  expenses 67  92 

Oct.     18.    F.  W.  Faxon,  stamped  envelopes,  etc 1560 

Dec.    12.    F.  W.  Faxon,  salary,  on  account • 5000 

Treasurer's  expenses : 

May    29.    Gardner  M.  Jones,  postage,  etc $1400 

Oct.       2.    Salem  Press  Co.,  printing  bills,  etc • 5  50 

Gardner  M.  Jones,  stamped  envelopes,  etc 46  85 

Dec.    24.    Gardner  M.  Jones,  expenses 31  55 


I109X  03 


*104  44 


*378  4« 


Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  life  membership  for  investment. 


•97  90 
•50  00 


•1721  79 
Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1900 : 

Deposit  in  New  England  Trust  Co.,  Boston $201  55 

Deposit  in  Merchants'  Bank,  Salem,  Mass 106  05      $307  60 


From  Jan.  i  to  July  i,  1901,  the  receipts 
have  been  $1650.00  and  the  payments  $781.32, 
the  balance  on  hand  July  i  being  $1176.28. 
The  membership,  hence  the  income,  of  the 
Association  is  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  increased 
membership  means  increased  expenses.  The 
secretary  and  treasurer  are  obliged  to  ask  for 
more  money  for  postage,  stationery,  printing, 
etc.,  and  it  is  only  by  the  most  rigid  condensa- 
tion that  the  recorder  is  able  to  keep  our  con- 
ference Proceedings  within  our  means. 

The  number  of  members  in  good  standing 
on  Dec.  31,  1900,  was  as  follows: 

Honorary  members 3 

Perpetual  member i 

Life  fellows 2 

Life  members 34 

Annual  fellows  (paid  for  1900) 9 

Annual  members  (paid  for  1900) ....  796 
Library  members  (paid  for  1900) 29 


874 


<2029  39 

During  the  year  1900^  208  new  members 
joined  the  Association  and  seven  died. 

Gardner  M.  Jones^  Treasurer. 
The  following  report  of  audit  was  appended : 

The  Finance  (Committee  have  performed 
the  duties  laid  down  in  the  constitution ;  they 
have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  trueasurer. 
during  the  period  covered  by  his  report,  and 
find  them  properly  kept  and  vouched  for. 

James  L.  Whitney, 

Charles  K.  Bolton,  y  Finance  Committee, 

Geo.  T.  Littlx. 

Necrology. 

I.  Eleanor  Arnold  Angell  (A.  L.  A.  na 
1631,  1897)  assistant  librarian  American  So- 
ciety of  Civil  Engineers,  New  York  Qty. 
Bom  Jan.  23,  1874;  <i^e<i  in  New  York  Gty 
May  18,  190a  Miss  Angell  graduated  from 
the  Pratt  Institute  Library  School  in  1896 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Pratt  Institute  Li- 
brary staff  until  July,  1897.  From  Dea, 
1897,  to  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  as- 
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sistant  librarian  of  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers. 

2.  Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain  (A.  L.  A.  no. 
33Sf  1879)  ex-librarian,  Boston  Public  Libra- 
ry. Bom  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  June  4,  1821 ; 
died  in  Chelsea,  Mass.,  June  25,  1900.  He  was 
graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in  1844, 
taught  school  at  Brattleboro,  Vt,  entered  the 
Harvard  Law  School  in  1846,  was  graduated 
and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1849.  In  the  same 
year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Chelsea  and 
began  the  practice  of  law  in  Boston.  He  held 
several  municipal  offices  and  was  a  member 
of  both  houses  of  the  state  legislature.  From 
1866  to  1870  he  was  an  associate  justice  of  the 
Municipal  Court  of  Boston,  then  chief  justice 
of  the  same  court  until  his  resignation  in  1878. 
He  was  librarian  of  the  Boston  Public  Libra- 
ry from  Oct  I,  1878,  to  Oct.  i,  1890.  Dur- 
ing his  administration  the  library's  collection 
of  Americana  was  largely  increased  and  the 
preliminary  plans  for  the  new  building  were 
developed.  The  remainder  of  his  life  was 
devoted  to  literary  and  historical  work.  Judge 
Chamberlain  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
foremost  students  of  American  colonial  his- 
tory and  his  collection  of  autographic  docu- 
ments relating  to  American  history  was  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  country.  This  collection  was 
deposited  in  the  Boston  Public  Library  in 
1893  and  became  its  property  on  the  death 
of  Judge  Chamberlain. 

{See  "Brief  description  of  the  Chamberlain  collec- 
iton  of  autographs"  published  by  the  Boston  Public 
Library.) 

3.  Henry  Barnard  (A.  L.  A.  no.  104,  1877.) 
Born  in  Hartford,  Ct.,  Jan.  24,  181 1 ;  died  July 
5.  1900.  He  graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1830  and  in  1835  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
From  1837-40  he  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut legislature  and  during  his  term  of  ser- 
vice advocated  reforms  in  insane  asylums,  pris- 
ons and  the  common  schools.  From  1838  to 
1842  he  was  secretary  of  the  board  of  school 
commissioners  in  Connecticut;  from  1842  to 
1849  school  commissioner  of  Rhode  Island; 
from  1850  to  1854  state  superintendent  of  the 
Connecticut  schools,  and  from  1857  to  1859 
president  of  the  State  University  of  Wiscon- 
sin. From  1865  to  1867  he  was  president  of  St. 
John's  College,  and  from  1867  to  1870  U.  S. 
Commissioner  of  Education.  He  wrote  and 
compiled  many  educational  books  and  edited 
several  educational  periodicals,  the  most  impor- 


tant being  the  American  Journal  of  Ettucation, 
In  1886  he  puUished  a  collected  edition  of  his 
works  comprising  52  volumes  and  over  800 
original  treatises.  Dr.  Barnard  received  the 
degree  of  LL.D.  from  Yale  and  Union  in  1851 
and  from  Harvard  in  1852.  He  was  always 
greatly  interested  in  libraries.  In  1823  or  1824 
he  served  as  assistant  librarian  and  made  his 
first  donation  to  the  library  of  Monson  Acade- 
my, and  from  1828  to  i8jo  was  librarian  jI 
the  Linonian  Society  of  Yale  College,  giving 
twice  the  amount  of  the  small  salary  back  to 
the  library  in  books.  During  his  connection 
with  the  legislature  and  common  schools  of 
Connecticut,  1837  to  1842,  the  district  school 
library  system  was  established  and  the  power 
of  taxation  for  libraries  was  given  to  every 
school  society  in  the  state.  During  his 
sojourn  in  Rhode  Island  he  started  a  library 
in  every  town  in  the  state.  He  joined  the 
A.  L.  A.  in  1877,  and  was  made  an  honorary 
member  at  Chicago  in  1893.  He  attended  the 
conferences  of  1876,  1877,  and  1893. 

{"National  cyclopedia  of  American  biography'*  voL 
i;  L.  J.,  4:389*) 

4.  Enos  L.  Doan  (A.  L.  A.  no.  1909,  1899), 

librarian  of  the  Wilmington  (Del.)  Institute 

Free  Library.    Bom  in  Indiana  about  40  years 

ago;  died  in  Wilmington,  Dec  18,  190a    He 

was  a  graduate  of  Haverford  College  and  was 

for  several  years  connected  with  the  Friends' 

School  in  Wilmington,  first  as  teacher  and 

later  as  assistant  principal  and  principal.    In 

the  spring  of  1899  be  resigned  that  office  to 

accept   the   appointment  of  librarian   of  the 

Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library.     He  had 

previously  been  active  in  the  development  of 

the  library,  and  as  chairman  of  the  library 

committee  had  aided  in  the  reorganization  of 

the  former  subscription  library  into  a  free 

public  library. 

(L.  /.,  Jan.,  X901.) 

5.  Josiah  Norris  Wing  (A.  L.  A.  no.  585, 
1886),  librarian  New  York  Free  Circulating 
Library.  Bom  near  Lynchburg,  Va.,  Sept 
29,  1848;  died  in  New  York  City,  Dec  20, 
1900.  His  father,  £.  N.  Wing,  was  engineer 
of  the  East  Tenn.  and  Va.  R.  R.  He  was 
a  Union  man  and  after  the  siege  of  Knoxville 
removed  to  New  York  City.  Here  young 
Wing  attended  the  public  schools  and  entered 
the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  but  be- 
fore the  dose  of  the  first  year  he  became  a 
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derk  in  the  Mercantile  Library.  He  was 
connected  with  the  library  for  13  years  and 
became  first  assistant  librarian,  but  his  un- 
ceasing work  and  devotion  to  details  injured 
bis  health  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from 
active  work.  In  1880  he  took  charge  of  the 
library  department  of  Charles  Scribner's 
Sons,  for  which  his  library  training  well  fitted 
him.  In  April,  1899,  he  was  elected  chief 
librarian  of  the  New  York  Free  Circulating 
Library.  During  the  years  he  was  in  the 
book  business  Mr.  Wing  kept  in  close  touch 
with  library  interests.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  for  14  years,  and  was  almost' 
from  its  beginning  an  active  member  of  the 
New  York  Library  Qub.  He  had  been  treas- 
urer of  the  New  York  Library  Association  for 
seven  years,  holding  that  office  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  also  prominent  in  book 
trade  organizations  and  in  various  civic  re- 
form movements  in  New  York  City.  He  was 
always  ready  to  give  help  and  service  in  any 
good  cause  and  he  will  be  missed  by  many 
friends  among  librarians  and  bookbuyers. 

iPnhlishers'  Weekly,  Dec,  29,   1900;  L.  /.,  Jan,, 
1901.) 

6.  Huntington  Wolcott  Jackson  (A.  L.  A. 
no.  884,  1890),  president  board  of  directors  of 
the  John  Crcrar  Library.  Bom  in  Newark, 
N.  J.,  Jan.  28,  1841 ;  died  in  Chicago,  Jan.  3, 
1901.  He  attended  Phillips  Academy,  Ando- 
ver,  Mass.,  and  entered  Princeton  College. 
•  At  the  end  of  his  junior  year  he  enlisted  in 
the  army,  where  he  secured  rapid  promotion. 
After  a  year  at  the  Harvard  Law  School  and  a 
year  spent  in  European  travel  and  study,  he 
finished  his  studies  in  Chicago  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1868.  He  practiced  law  in 
Chicago  and  in  1888  was  elected  president  of 
the  Chicago  Bar  Association.  Mr.  Jackson 
was  a  warm  and  trusted  friend  of  the  late 
John  Crerar.  At  Mr.  Crerar's  death  he 
was.  with  Mr.  Norman  Williams,  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  will  and  a  co-trustee  of 
the  John  Crerar  Library,  then  to  be  founded. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Jackson  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  administration  and  prac- 
tically all  of  the  details  of  administration  were 
passed  upon  by  him  and  some  quite  important 
changes  were  made  by  him.  Mr.  Jackson 
was  a  member  of  the  A.  L.  A.  from  1890  un- 
til his  death,  but  there  is  no  record  of  his 
attendance  at  any  conference. 

(See  Report  of  John  Crerar  Library,  1900.) 


7.  Robert  Crossman  Ingraham  ( A.  L.  A.  no^ 
265,  1879),  librarian  of  the  New  Bedford 
(Mass.)  Free  Public  Library.  Bom  in  New 
Bedford,  Feb.  11,  1827;  died  there  March  Sr 
1901.  The  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Libranr 
was  instituted  in  1852  and  Mr.  Ingraham  wa» 
chosen  its  first  librarian,  then  taking  up  the 
work  to  which  he  gave  nearly  half  a  century. 
Under  his  management  the  library  grew  from 
its  nucleus  of  5500  volumes  to  72,000  volumes, 
and  the  strength  and  good  proportions  of  the 
collection  are  due  to  his  scholarship,  unspar- 
ing labor,  and  discernment  of  local  needa. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Ingraham  had  little  or  no 
assistance  in  the  library,  yet  for  more  than  30 
years  he  cataloged  every  book  added  to  its 
shelves.  He  kept  in  touch  with  changes 
in  library  administration  and  was  not  pre- 
vented by  conservatism  from  adopting  those 
which  his  good  judgment  approved.  Mr.  In- 
graham was  a  man  of  retiring  disposition  and 
simple  tastes,  a  hard  student  with  a  marvel- 
lous memory.  In  addition  to  his  great  fund  of 
general  information,  and  knowledge  of  the 
books  in  his  library,  he  was  thoroughly  posted 
in  everything  relating  to  the  history  of  New 
Bedford,  and  had  few  equals  in  his  knowledge 
of  mosses  and  liverworts.  He  devoted  his  life 
to  his  library  and  his  fund  of  erudition  was 
always  at  the  service  of  every  one  who  sought 

his  assistance. 

(See  W.  R.  L.  Gifford  in  L.  /.,  April,  i9oi.> 

8.  Eugene  Francis  Malcouronne  (A.  L.  A. 
no.  1973,  1900),  for  the  last  10  years  secretary- 
treasurer  and  librarian  of  the  Fraser  Insti- 
tute Free  Public  Library,  of  Montreal,  died 
April  II,  1901.  Mr.  Malcouronne  will  be 
pleasantly  remembered  by  many  who  attended 
the  Montreal  conference. 

The  treasurer's  report  was  accepted. 
C.  C.  SouLE  read  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ENDOWMENT 

FUND. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Library- 
Association, 

I  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  from  the  date  of  last  re- 
port, June  6,  1900,  to  July  i,  1901,  together 
with  a  schedule  of  assets,  and  an  estimate  of 
income  for  the  ensuing  year. 

There  are  no  donations  to  report.  The  per- 
manent ftmd  has  been  increased  by  the  fees* 
for  three  (3)  life  memberships,  $75  in  all. 

In  March,  1901,  the  mortgagor  on  a  loan  of 
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$1000,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent,  and 
falling  due  Aug.  i,  1903,  asked  leave  to  pay 
off  the  mortgage.  He  was  allowed  to  do  so 
on  paying  $53.97,  being  the  difference  between 
the  six  per  cent  he  was  to  have  paid,  up  to 
maturity  of  the  mortgage,  and  the  four  per 
cent  which  the  trustees  can  expect  to  get  on 
reinvestment  of  the  $1000  repaid.  This  re- 
payment to  the  fund  has  been  kept  in  bank 
until  after  this  conference.    If  not  needed  by 


the  Publishing  Board  as  a  loan,  it  can  be  in- 
vested at,  say,  four  per  cent.  Of  the  $2108.18 
now  on  deposit,  subject  to  check,  $655.04^ 
on  interest  account,  available  for  expenditure 
as  the  G>uncil  may  direct  (In  addition  to 
this,  $301.03  income  may  be  expected  during 
the  year  1901-2.)  $1437.14  is  on  principal  ac- 
count to  be  invested  as  opportunity  offers. 

Charles  C.  Soulb, 
Treasurer  A.  L.  A.  Endowment  Fund. 


1900,  Tone     6. 

1901,  March  8. 

1901,  March  5. 
t« 

June  21. 


BNDOWmNT  FUND  STATSMSNT,  JUNE  6,   I9OO-JULY  X,   I9OX. 

Cask  acc^uni'^Riceivid, 

Balance  on  hand,  ...••... 
Repayment  of  mortgage  loan,  .  •    . 

For  permanent  fund—life  memberships. 

E.  P.  Thurston,  ......    fas.oo 


$6x9.a7 

1000.00 


S.  H.  Ranck, 
B.  C.  Steiner. 


X900,  June  28. 

••      29. 

Aug.  14* 

Oct.      I. 

Dec.   27. 

1901,  Jan.    14. 

Feb.     6. 
•(        «« 

March  8. 

Apr.     6. 

June  a6. 

**     29. 


On  interest  aeeeunt. 

Interest  mortgage  loan, 

International  Trust  Co.'s  deposit, 
Mortgage  loan. 


•« 
«« 
«« 
«t 
•  • 
«« 
t« 
«« 
«« 
«t 


«« 


«« 


Brookline  Savings  Bank  deposit, 
Mortgage  loan, 
Int.  Trust  Co.,        . 
Mortgage  loan, 


«« 
«• 


«« 
•« 


International  Trust  Co.  deposit, 


25.00 
25.00 


$75.00 
6.8a 
30.00 
24.50 
75.00 
40.80 
30.00 
6.82 

53.79 
24.50 
75.00 
16.48 


•75.00 


Paid  ifut, 

1901,  Jan.    14.     Interest  added  to  deposit  in  Brookline  Savings  Bank, 
Apr.   18.    Rent  of  safe  box  for  securities, 

17.01,  July      X.     Balance  on  deposit  with  International  Trust  Co.,  Boston, 

Assets, 

Loan  on  mortgage  at  ^%,  due  Oct.  i,  X902,  .... 

"      •*         •*  •'  S%      •*  Jan.  »4,  1902.      .  .  .  .  . 

Deposit  with  Brookline  (Mass.)  Savings  Bank,  ^%  interest 
*'     International  Trust  Co.,  Boston,  2% 


.    I40.80 
XO.00 


458.71 
$2x52.98 


5a8o 
$2x02.18 


«t 


•« 


....        $700jOO 

30oaoo 

xo5a8o 

.      .      2xot.x8 

Total,  .     $6852.98 

[Of  this  amount  $6187.94  is  principal,  to  be  left  intact,  $665.04  is  interest,  avail* 
Able  for  use.] 

Liabilities,  none. 

Annual  expense,  $10  for  safe  deposit  box. 

Available  for  approprioHon  by  the  Council,  1901-1902. 

Cash  on  hand  July  I,  1901  (interest  account),  ......  $665.04 

Interest  on  $700.00  @Tlit                        .  »                                               .      .  491M 

•*  3000.00  @  5J^.       .                       .  .           .            .                       .            .  X5aoo 

"  X050.80  @A%^            .           .  •           •                                   .            .      .  42.09 

$906.07 
(If  no  part  of  the  principal  is  needed  as  a  loan  by  the  Publishing  Board,  add  also) 
Interest  on  (say)  $1500.00  invested  at  4]^,    .  .  .  ...  60.00 


(t 

t4 


Estimated  total. 


$966.07 
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The  following  report  of  audit  was  ap- 
pended: 

At  the  request  of  Charles  C.  Soule,  treas- 
urer of  the  Endowment  Fund,  we  have  ex- 
amined his  accounts  and  securities,  and  find 
evidence  of  investment  of  $3700  in  mortgage 
loans,  of  deposit  of  $1050.80  in  the  Brookline 
(Mass.)  Savin|fs  Bank,  and  of  $2102.18  in  the 
International  Trust  Company,  of  Boston.  We 
also  find  his  accounts  correctly  cast,  with 
proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 
James  L.  Whitney,  )  of  the 

Chasles  K.  Bolton  3  Finance  Committee 
Mr.  Soule:  In  submitting  this  report,  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Association  to 
the  fact  that  the  permanent  fund  is  not  as 
large  as  it  ought  to  be.  If  you  will  remem- 
ber, the  attempt  at  collection,  made  with  much 
vigor  at  first,  had  to  be  abandoned  on  ac- 
count of  general  financial  trouble  through  the 
country.  No  systematic  effort  has  since  been 
made  to  increase  the  fund.  The  work  of  the 
Association  would  be  very  much  furthered  if 
this  fund  were  large  enough  to  provide  $5000 
or  $6000  of  income,  so  that  the  Association 
could  have  two  or  three,  or  one  or  two,  per- 
manent paid  ofiicers,  with  a  good  allowance 
for  travelling  and  incidental  expenses.  If  any 
of  you  should  be  asked  where  an  amount  of 
say  $100,000  could  be  placed  with  advantage 
to  the  general  library  cause,  I  hope  you  will 
bear  in  mind  the  inadequate  funds  of  the  As- 
sociation. 
The  report  was  accepted. 
In  the  absence  of  W.  L.  R.  Gifpord^  chair- 
man, the  secretary  read  the 

report  of  the  co-operation  committee. 

The  exhaustive  report  on  co-operative  cat- 
aloging rendered  by  the  Co-operation  Com- 
mittee of  last  year  has  disposed  for  the  pres- 
ent, so  far  as  this  committee  is  concerned,  of 
the  most  important  subject  which  has  of  late 
years  been  brought  to  its  attention. 

Dr.  Richardson  reports  that  the  index  to 
theological  periodicals  is  progressing  rap- 
idly, and  will  probably  be  published  before  the 
next  conference  of  the  A.  L.  A.  The  index 
will  cover  the  years  1 891 -1900,  and  will  in- 
clude all  the  standard  theological  periodicals, 
of  Poole  rank  and  upwards,  in  all  languages 
of  which  there  are  representatives  in  Ameri- 
can libraries,  together  with  many  references 
to  theological  articles  in  general  periodicals, 


in  all  not  less  than  25,000  references.  It  will 
be  an  alphabetical  subject  index  like  Pool«^ 
but  will  differ  from  Poole  in  giving  regular 
author-title  entry,  and  will  be  more  biblio- 
graphical in  character  through  the  select  ref- 
erences to  general  periodicals.  A  feature  of 
the  index  will  be  a  very  brief  definition  of  each 
subject.  Dr.  Richardson  has  at  present  seven 
clerks  engaged  in  the  work,  and  is  pushing  it 
as  fast  as  possible. 

I'he  dictionary  of  historical  fiction,  in  prep- 
aration by  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia, 
is  making  satisfactory  progress,  and  will 
probably  be  issued  within  the  coming  year. 
Since  the  announcement  was  made  at  the  At- 
lanta conference  that  this  dictionary  was  in 
preparation  there  have  been  many  inquiries 
concerning  it,  and  the  prospect  of  its  publi- 
cation will  be  welcome. 

The  committee  has  received  no  new  infor- 
mation during  the  past  year  in  regard  to  plans 
for  bibliographical  work,  and  it  would  em- 
phasize the  recommendations  of  previous 
years  that  all  such  plans  be  reported  promptly 
to  the  committee,  so  that  they  may  be  pul>- 
lished  in  its  annual  report. 

William  L.  R.  Gifford^  Chairman. 

In  the  absence  of  C.  H.  Goxnj)^  chairman, 
C.  W.  Andrews  read  the 

report  of  committee  on  foreign  documents. 

The  committee  begs  to  report,  with  con- 
siderable confidence,  that  this  is  positively  its 
last  appearance  in  connection  with  the  list 
of  French  government  serials,  which  has 
been  long  in  course  of  compilation  and  publi- 
cation. This  work  is  now  in  its  final  stage, 
and  as  it  will  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
viewer, to  say  much  in  regard  to  it  at  present 
seems  hardly  necessary.  Two  points,  how- 
ever, require  a  word: 

1.  Recognizing  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
attaining  anything  like  completeness  in  an 
enumeration  of  this  nature,  the  committee 
deliberately  decided  to  omit  certain  docu- 
ments in  favor  of  others.  Thus  it  happens 
that  no  reference  is  made  to  the  legislative 
proceedings  of  the  several  Revolutionary  As- 
semblies, nor  to  other  publications  of  equal 
importance. 

2.  In  addition  to  enumerating  documents, 
this  list  indicates  particular  libraries  where 
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they  may  be  consulted.  It  was,  of  course, 
unnecessary,  even  had  it  been  possible,  to 
mention  all  the  libraries  in  the  country  which 
possess  sets  more  or  less  complete.  But  it  is 
hoped  that  the  libraries  chosen  are  so  widely 
distributed  as  to  save  a  would-be  reader  from 
undertaking  a  long  journey  when  a  shorter 
one  would  serve. 

Such  other  features  as  call  for  notice  will 
be  referred  to  in  the  preface. 

It  would,  however,  be  unbecoming  if  the 
committee  failed  now  to  recognize  and  thank 
Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse  for  the  pains  and 
labor  she  has  bestowed  upon  the  list  She  has 
co-operated  with  the  committee  from  the  first, 
and  to  her  and  to  Mr.  Andrews  the  commit- 
tee is  under  special  obligations. 

The  committee  would  further  report  that  it 
now  has  on  hand  a  considerable  amount  of 
raw  material  for  a  German  list  similar  to  the 
French ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  progress  may  be 
made  in  arranging  this  during  the  present 
sununer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  Gould,  Chairman, 

W.  I.  Flbtcher  read  the 

REFOKT  OP  OOMMITTEB  ON  TITLE-PAGES  AND  IN- 
DEXES  OF   PERIODICAL  VOLUMES. 

Your  committee  have  understood  their  busi- 
ness to  be  the  preparation  of  a  note  to  be 
addressed  to  the  publishers  of  periodicals,  set- 
ting forth  the  views  of  librarians  in  regard  to 
the  issue  of  title-pages,  etc.^  with  periodicals. 
They,  therefore,  submit  as  their  report  the 
accompanying  draft  of  such  a  note,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  sent  to  the  publish- 
ers of  all  leading  periodicals,  and  that  a  com; 
mittee  on  this  subject  be  continued,  to  receive 
and  act  upon  any  correspondence  that  may  be 
called  out. 
M,  Thorvald  Solberg,  )  _ 

W.  I.  Fletcher,      \  ^^mmMUe. 

Note  to  publiskors  of  periodicals,  as  to  the  furnish- 
ing in  proper  form  of  title-pages  and  contents.  This 
note  was  drown  up  by  a  Committee  of  the  American 
Library  Association  and  was  approved  by  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

As  a  result  of  much  dissatisfaction  among 
librarians  with  the  irregularities  and  uncer- 
tainties connected  with  the  issue,  by  publish- 
ers of  periodicals,  of  title-pages  and  "con- 
tents" of  volumes,  the  Amencan  Library  As- 
sociation has  had  a  special  committee  consid- 


ering the  subject  with  a  view  to  drawing  up  a 
suitable  memorial  to  J>e  presented  to,su(£  pub- 
lishers, looking  to  the  securing  of  more  uni- 
formity and  propriety  in  this  matter.  After 
mature  consideration  the  committee  have  pre- 
pared the  following  recommendations  as  em- 
bodying the  minimum  of  improvement  whidi 
may  reasonably  be  hoped  for. 

1.  Title-pages  and  tables  of  contents  should 
always  accompany  the  number  completing  o 
volume,  and  not  the  first  number  of  a  new 
volume.  [They  should  be  stitched  in,  and  not 
sent  loose,]  There  are  several  cogent  reasons 
for  this  recommendation : 

(a)  In  many  cases  it  is  a  serious  detriment 
to  the  usefulness  of  a  set  in  a  library^  if  a 
completed  volume  cannot  be  bound  until  the 
receipt  of  the  next  number. 

(b)  More  important  is  the  need  that  the 
numbers  of  a  volume  shall  constitute  the  vol- 
ume in  its  entirety,  so  that  as  they  are  bought 
and  sold  there  shall  not  be  the  necessity  of 
handling  also  another  number  belonging  to  a 
different  volume  in  order  to  complete  the  first. 
Now  that  libraries  are  buying  periodical  sets 
and  volumes  in  such  large  numbers  for  use 
with  Poole's  and  other  indexes,  it  is  of  ^;reat 
importance  to  the  book  trade,  as  wdl  as  libra- 
rians, and  must  have  a  real  bearing  on  the 
business  interests  of  the  publishers,  that  this 
matter,  often  trifled  with,  shall  receive  due 
attention.  Publishers  must  come  to  fed  that 
if  it  is  necessary  (which  it  generally  proves 
not  to  be)  to  dday  a  completing  number  a 
day  or  two  in  its  issue  in  order  to  insure  its 
completeness  in  this  respect,  the  delay  is 
abundantly  compensated  for. 

2.  Tide-pages  and  contents  should  be  fur- 
nished tvith  every  copy  of  the  issue  of  a  com- 
pleting number.  We  eamestiy  bdieve  that  by 
inserting  title-pages  and  contents  in  all  cases 
publishers  will  at  once  put  a  premium  on  the 
preservation  and  binding  of  tiieir  magazines, 
suggesting  it  to  many  who  otherwise  would 
not  think  of  it.  In  the  long  run  the  demand 
for  back  numbers  to  make  up  volumes  must 
more  than  compensate  for  the  extra  expense 
of  putting  in  the  additional  leaves. 

The  policy  of  sending  titie-pages  and  con- 
tents only  to  those  calling  for  them  is  sui- 
cidal, as  it  results  in  flooding  the  market  with 
numbers  from  ^hich  volumes  cannot  be  made 
up  and  by  destroying  the  hope  of  making  up 
sets  weakens  the  demand  which  would  ouer- 
wise  exists  for  volumes  and  numbers  of  the 
periodical  in  question. 

If  an  alphabetical  index,  in  addition  to  a 
table  of  contents,  is  furnished,  which  is  the 
preferable  practice,  the  former  should  be 
paged  to  go  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  When 
such  an  index  is  furnished,  and  no  table  of 
contents,  the  index  should  be  printed  to  fol- 
low the  tide-page. 

3.  As  to  the  form  in  which  title-pages  and 
contents  should  be  issued:  they  should  be 
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printed  on  a  two-,  four-,  or  eight-leaved  sec- 
tion, separate  from  other  printed  matter, 
either  advertising^  or  reading.  Nothing  is 
more  important  m  binding  volumes  to  stand 
the  hard  wear  of  our  public  libraries  than  that 
none  of  the  earlier  leaves  in  the  volume  shall 
be  single  leaves  pasted  in.  One  of  the  ^eat- 
est  abuses  of  the  book  trade  at  present  is  the 
disposition  to  have  title  and  other  preliminary 
leaves  pasted  in.  Librarians  find  to  their  cost 
(what  is  not  so  obvious  to  the  book  manufac- 
turer) that  this  does  not  work.  An  absolute 
requirement  for  good  bookmaking  is  that  the 
first  and  last  portions  of  the  book  especially 
shall  be  good  solid  sections  —  no  single  leaves, 
nor  do  most  librarians  or  owners  of  private 
libraries  like  to  include  advertisements,  in  or- 
der to  secure  these  solid  sections  for  binding. 
We  feel  sure  that  it  is  abundantly  worth  while 
for  the  publishers  to  squarely  meet  this  de- 
mand. 

4,  Admitting  that  there  may  be  cases  in 
which  it  is  practically  impossible  to  furnish 
title  and  contents  with  the  completing  num- 
ber of  a  volume,  we  would  recommend  for 
such  cases  that  such  a  separate  section  as  has 
been  described  be  made  and  furnished  with  the 
first  number  of  the  new  volume,  stitched  in 
at  its  end,  not  at  its  beginning.  The  last- 
named  practice  is  likely  to  cause  more  trouble 
to  librarians  than  any  other  that  is  common, 
as  it  is  difficult  to  remove  the  section  without 
making  the  number  unfit  to  place  in  the  read- 
ing room. 

We  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  period- 
ical publishers  to  the  difficulties  arising  from 
the  common  practice  of  printing  some  first  or 
last  leaves  of  reading  matter  on  the  same  sec- 
tion with  some  pages  of  advertising.  Most 
librarians  prefer  to  remove  the  a^lvertising 
leaves  before  binding  the  magazines.  The 
practice  referred  to  makes  it  necessary  to 
bind  in  some  advertising  leaves  or  else  take 
off  and  paste  in  single  leaves  of  reading  mat- 
ter, sometimes  three  or  four  in  one  place, 
which  is  very  inimical  to  good  binding.  Pub- 
lishers are  advised  to  have  all  advertising 
pages  printed  on  separate  sections  if  possible. 

Desiring  to  meet,  so  far  as  possible,  the 
views  of  publishers  in  regard  to  the  matters 
referred  to  above,  the  committee  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  any  to  whom  this  note 
may  come. 


re 


Mr.  Fletcher:  The  committee  have  cor- 
icsponded  with  some  of  the  magazine  pub- 
lishers, and  if  any  are  disposed  to  consider 
what  is  here  proposed  an  ideal  system,  your 
attention  may  be  called  to  the  fact  that  several 
of  our  magazine  publishers  are  carrying  it 
out.  For  instance,  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 
—  I  am  not  mentioning  them  as  superior  to 
others;  others  might  be  mentioned  —  but  in 


their  reply  to  a  tentative  letter  Houghton, 
Mifflin  &  G>.  say  that  "in  all  of  our  publica- 
tions every  one  of  these  recommendations  is 
strictly  carried  out."  They  took  pride  in  re- 
plying to  us  that  they  believed  they  were  do- 
ing exactly  what  we  wanted  —  and  several 
other  publishers. 

G.  M.  Jones:  I  tmderstand  the  report  to 
recommend  that  title-pages  and  indexes  be 
fastened  into  the  last  number  of  the  volume. 
Now  it  seems  that  in  many  cases  it  would  be 
very  much  better  to  have  them  left  loose. 
The  case  is  this:  In  almost  all  public  libra- 
ries of  any  size  periodicals  are  put  into  some 
kind  of  a  binder.  On  many  accounts  binders 
which  perforate  are  the  best,  but  we  do  not 
wish  to  perforate  title-page  and  index,  if  we 
can  help  it,  especially  the  title-page,  and  I 
would  like  to  inquire  why  the  committee  con- 
sidered it  so  essential  that  the  title-page  and 
index  should  be  fastened  into  the  number? 

Mr.  Fletcher:  These  questions  were  all 
considered  by  the  committee,  and  I  would  say 
when  I  first  drew  up  my  suggestion  on  this 
point  it  was  that  title-page  and  index  should 
be  sent  loose;  but  I  found  an  overwhelming 
argument  against  that,  when  we  came  to  con- 
sider that  they  were  desired  to  be  with  every 
completing  number;  that  those  completing 
numbers  are  sold  to  the  people  in  railroad 
trains  and  elsewhere  and  are  coming  into  the 
second-hand  periodical  market,  where  we 
nust  look  for  many  to  make  up  our  sets.  Now 
as  to  the  point  which  Mr.  Jones  has  spoken  of. 
If  the  magazine  is  to  be  perforated  to  be  put  in 
the  binder,  as  the  completing  number  is  to  have 
the  title  and  index,  as  we  proposed,  in  a  sep- 
arate section,  it  can  be  removed  by  undoing 
the  stitching,  or  sewing,  if  it  is  sewed.  That 
can  be  done  before  it  is  put  into  the  binder. 
Of  course  there  is  no  necessity  for  ruining 
the  stitching  in  its  entirety.  There  may  be 
some  little  objection  there,  but  it  is  so  slight 
that  it  seemed  to  the  committee  entirely 
counterbalanced. 

Mr.  Jones:  Mr.  Fletcher's  reply  is  perfect- 
ly satisfactory  on  that  point. 

W.  S.  Biscoe:  One  other  suggestion:  Do 
I  understand  from  Mr.  Fletcher,  if  there  is  a 
table  of  contents,  that  the  index  be  put  after 
the  title-page? 

Mr.  Fletcher:  No,  the  suggestion  is  that 
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if  there  is  an  alphabetical  index  and  a  table 
of  contents,  the  index  should  be  planned  and 
arranged  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  but  that 
if  only  an  index  is  furnished,  and  no  table  of 
contents,  that  would  be  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  practice  in  such  cases  —  the  index 
should  go,  like  a  table  of  contents,  after  the 
title-page. 

Mr.  BiSGOE :  If  there  is  no  table  of  contents 
the  alphabetical  index  is  to  go  after  the  title- 
page  ?  It  seems  to  me  desirable  that  it  should 
always  go  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  am  very  glad  that  point 
has  been  called  attention  to.  I  should  like  it  if 
Mr.  Biscoe  would  suggest  an  amendment 
According  to  the  report,  when  such  an  index 
is  furnished,  and  no  table  of  contents,  the 
index  should  be  printed  to  follow  the  title- 
page.  We  might  say :  if  an  alphabetical  index 
is  furnished,  it  should  be  paged  to  go  at  the 
end  of  the  volume. 

T.  L.  Montgomery:  Was  not  the  commit- 
tee's report  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
alphabetical  index  in  the  place  of  a  table  of 
contents,  thereby  making  it  one  section? 

Mr.  Fletcher:  The  advantage  of  that 
would  be  that  there  v^ould  be  something  to  go 
with  the  title-page  to  make  up  the  section. 
The  title-page  should  be  part  of  a  section  for 
binding  as  a  separate  section.  I  wonder  if 
most  of  the  librarians  present  haven't  had  the 
same  exasperating  experience  wliich  I  have 
so  often  had  with  those  title-pages  which  are 
separate  leaves,  and  have  to  be  pasted  into 
the  volume.  There  is  hardly  any  practice  so 
vicious  in  bookmaking  as  having  the  title- 
page  pasted  iiL  It  almost  always  pulls  out 
before  the  book  is  in  any  other  respect  at  all 
dilapidated. 

A.  G.  JosEPHSON :  I  would  suggest  that  the 
committee  recommend  that  both  a  table  of 
contents  and  an  index  should  be  furnished. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  The  committee  would  en- 
tirely agree  to  that,  and  it  could  very  easily 
be  done.  If  an  alphabetical  index,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  table  of  contents,  is  furnished,  a 
practice  to  be  preferred  might  be  to  consoli- 
date them. 

Pres.  Carr:  I  think,  Mr.  Fletcher,  you 
should  be  able  to  modify  your  report,  before 
printing,  to  incorporate  those  suggestions. 

F.  W.  Faxon:  If  the  committee  is  trying 


to  get  at  an  ideal  arrangement,  it  might  be 
well  to  suggest  that  the  publishers  of  maga- 
zines have  some  one  who  knows  something 
about  the  contents  make  the  index.  We  have 
a  magazine  in  Boston  that  persists  in  index- 
ing articles  under  "a"  and  **the,^  and  proper 
names  under  "John"  and  "James."  But  if 
the  committee  is  trying  to  get  a  rule  that  the 
publishers  will  be  most  likely  to  adopt,  it 
seems  to  me  they  might  suggest  that  the  in- 
dex be  published  in  each  concluding  number 
of  a  volume,  even  though  the  index  is  put  in 
place  of  that  many  pages  of  text.  Of  course 
it  would  not  do  to  suggest  that  these  pages  be 
taken  out  of  advertising,  but  as  the  text  usual- 
ly costs  the  magazine  something,  publishers 
would  probably  be  willing  to  devote  four  of 
the  pages  they  would  have  to  pay  for  to  an 
index,  which  would  cost  them  much  less. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  I  think  it  would  interest  the 
Association  to  know  of  an  example  that  Mrs. 
Fairchild  sent  me  some  time  ago  of  the  way 
these  indexes  are  made.  Some  periodical  in 
New  York  had  an  article  on  motive  power 
for  the  canals,  and  in  the  index  it  appeared 
under  "Mule,  Must  the  Canal  Go?'' 

The  report  was  approved  and  referred  to 
the  Council. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Bilungs  the 
secretary  read  the 

report  of  COMMrrTEE  OK  '^ikterkatiokal 
CATALOGUE  OP  SCIENTIFIC  LrTERATUmB." 

Your  committee  begs  to  report  that  the  final 
conference  of  delegates  of  the  various  govern- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  considering  an  In- 
ternational Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature 
was  held  in  London  on  June  12  and  13,  1900, 
and,  as  intimated  in  the  report  of  your  com- 
mittee last  year,  owing  to  the  failure  of  Con- 
gress to  make  it  possible  for  delegates  with 
power  to  attend,  no  representatives  of  the 
United  States  were  present.  Mr.  Herbert 
Putnam,  Librarian  of  Congress,  who  was  vis- 
iting England  at  the  time  was  informally  in 
conference  with  various  members  of  the  Royal 
Society  and  rendered  effective  service  in  en- 
abling them  to  reach  a  conclusion. 

The  conference  decided  to  undertake  the 
issuing  of  the  Catalogue  provided  300  com- 
plete subscriptions  were  received  by  October 
I  si,  the  quota  of  the  United  States  in  this 
being  45.    During  the  summer  the   Smith- 
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sonian  Institution  issued  a  circular  to  Ameri- 
can libraries  and  universities  and  learned  so- 
cieties and  scientific  men,  announcing  the  fact, 
with  the  very  gratifying  result  of  the  sub- 
scription to  the  equivalent  of  over  70  complete 
sets  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

A  meeting  of  the  International  Council  to 
finally  arrange  for  the  beginning  of  the  work 
was  held  in  London  on  December  12  and  13, 
1900,  at  which  the  necessary  financial  arrange- 
ments were  agreed  to,  the  Royal  Society  ad- 
vancing certain  sums  and  agreeing  to  act  as 
publisher,  and  being  authorized  to  enter  into 
contracts,  etc.  Doctor  H.  Foster  Morley 
was  elected  director  and  offices  were  secured 
at  34  and  35  Southampton  street,  Strand, 
London,  W.  C.  The  initial  work  has  begun. 
The  preparation  of  a  list  of  periodicals  to  be 
indexed  and  a  more  careful  revision  of  the 
schedules  was  the  first  work  to  be  done.  Thus 
far  the  periodical  lists  for  Germany,  Great 
Britain,  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Holland, 
Japan.  Portugal,  Canada,  India  and  Ceylon 
have  been  printed.  That  for  the  United 
States  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  transmis- 
sion to  London  about  August  ist. 

In  the  absence  of  any  provision,  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  is  carrying  on  the  work 
for  the  United  States,  although  with  very  in- 
dequate  force.  It  would  be  very  desirable  if 
legislation  could  be  had  to  enable  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  to  prosecute  this  work  more 
vigorously  and  without  drawing  upon  its  own 
funds. 

J.  S.  BiLUNGS,  Chairman, 
Cyrus  Adler,  Secretary. 

Pres.  Carr:  Dr.  Hosmer  has,  I  think,  a 
communication  to  make  that  is  of  concern  to 
us  all. 

MEMORIAL  TO  JOHN  FISKE. 

Dr.  Hosmer  :  Mr.  President,  and  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen : 

We  meet  here  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  sur- 
roundings, but  with  considerable  discomfort. 
Perhaps  we  hardly  make  it  real  to  ourselves 
that  this  is  in  our  country  a  time  of  calamity. 
Never  in  the  course  of  a  sofnewhat  long  ex- 
perience, can  I  remember  so  many  fatalities 
from  the  terrible  heat  of  the  summer.  The 
newspapers  have  come  to  us  from  day  to  day 
with  the  list  of  victims  from  the  great  cities, 
and  this  morning  comes  in  intelligence  of  a 


death  which  touches  us  librarians  very  close- 
ly—  the  death  of  John  Fiske.  He  died  yes- 
terday at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  overcome  by  the 
heat;  and  I  think  it  entirely  right  to  say  that 
in  the  death  of  John  Fiske  comes  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  greatest  force  in  American  litera- 
ture at  the  present  moment  John  Fiske,  while 
not  a  member  of  our  association,  was  at  one 
time  a  librarian ;  he  had  a  great  interest  in  the 
Association;  he  was  the  personal  friend  of 
many  of  its  members.  It  is  perhaps  quite 
right  to  say  that  no  author  at  the  present 
time  is  so  frequently  in  the  mouths  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  librarians.  It  has  been  thought 
fitting  by  the  executive  committee  that  we 
should  make  an  exception  in  his  case,  and 
that  there  should  be  some  formal  mention  of 
his  passing.  I  regret  very  much  that  the  time 
is  so  brief.  What  I  have  to  say  must  be  un- 
considered. 

In  several  directions,  John  Fiske  was  a  great 
writer.  First  as  regards  the  doctrine  of  evo- 
lution, the  great  idea  which  has  come  to  the 
world  in  our  day.  What  a  great  and  solemn 
thing  it  is!  The  slow  process  through  the 
lapse  of  ages  from  the  monad  to  that  which 
crawls,  then  to  that  which  swims,  then  to 
that  which  fiies,  until  we  come  at  last  to  that 
which  walks  erect  with  brow  expanded  broad- 
ly to  the  light  of  heaven ;  the  slow  increment 
of  intelligence  in  the  brain,  as  species  be- 
comes merged  in  constantly  higher  species; 
the  extension  of  infancy,  with  its  beautiful 
sequence  of  humanity,  of  love,  of  spirituality. 
This  has  come  to  be  accepted  by  scientific 
minds  as  the  path  which  the  divine  energy 
chooses  to  follow  in  the  work  of  creation. 
Now.  among  our  American  writers,  I  suppose 
there  is  no  one  who  has  had  so  much  to  do 
with  the  development  of  the  doctrine  of  evo- 
lution as  John  Fiske.  He  was  the  intimate 
friend  and  counsellor  of  Darwin,  of  Huxley, 
of  Herbert  Spencer,  of  Tjmdall.  They  rec- 
ognized in  him  their  peer,  and  if  it  is  the 
case  —  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  case  —  that 
John  Fiske  contributed  to  the  doctrine  of 
evolution  the  idea  of  the  "extension  of  infan- 
c>"  as  being  the  cause  of  what  is  most  gentle 
and  lovely  in  humanity  he  deserves  to  be 
named  with  the  first  of  those  who  have  been 
connected  with  that  great  theory. 

In  the  second  place  as  a  historian,  this  won- 
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derfully  versatile  man  stands  among  the  very 
first  of  the  country.  As  a  historian,  John 
Fiske  is  not  to  be  spoken  of  without  discrim- 
ination. He  had  his  limitations.  I  do  not 
think  that  he  had  the  power  of  picturesque 
description  to  the  extent  that  Motley  or  Pres- 
cott  possessed  it.  I  do  not  think  that  he  had 
the  power  of  indefatigable  research  to  the  ex- 
tent that  it  was  possessed  by  our  honored 
fellow-member,  Justin  Winsor.  I  do  not 
think  Ihat  he  had  the  faculty  of  character- 
drawing  as  it  was  possessed  for  instance  by 
the  grreat  historian,  Clarendon,  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.  But  John  Fiske  had  his  gift, 
and  it  was  a  remarkable  one.  Taking  a 
chaotic  mass  of  facts,  I  know  of  no  other 
American  writer  who  had  such  genius  to  go 
in  among  them,  to  discern  the  vital  links  that 
connected  one  with  another,  to  get  order  and 
system  out  of  it,  and  then  to  present  the  re- 
sult with  a  lucidity  and  a  beauty  which  car- 
ried captive  every  reader.  That  was  his  fac- 
ulty, as  a  historian;  and  he  possessed  it  to 
such  an  extent  and  he  used  it  in  such  a  way 
that  he  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  our  great- 
est historians. 

Nor  are  these  the  only  claims  to  distinction 
of  this  great  man  who  has  gene.  As  a  re- 
ligious leader,  John  Fiske  is  one  of  the  fore- 
most men  of  the  time.  His  "Destiny  of  man," 
his  "Idea  of  God,"  his  latest  noble  address  on 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  not  yet  published, 
are  priceless  writings,  and  men  and  women 
among  the  very  best  and  brightest  find  in 
these  books  the  best  expression  and  guidance 
for  their  religious  feelings. 

Every  one  here  has  had  opportunity,  abun- 
dant opportunity,  to  know  the  greatness  of 
John  Fiske's  mind.  Few  here,  perhaps  no 
other  one,  has  had  such  opportunity  as  I  have 
had  to  know  the  warmth  and  the  generosity 
of  his  heart.  For  ten  years  in  the  Washing- 
ton University,  at  St.  Louis,  we  were  col- 
leagues; for  35  years  we  have  been  friends, 
and  as  I  stand  here  before  you  to  speak  of 
him,  my  emotions  fairly  overcome  nie  and  I 
can  do  nothing  but  take  my  seat;  but  it  is 
appropriate  that  in  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation there  should  be  some  recognition 
taken  of  the  passing  from  the  midst  of  us  of 
this  great  and  noble  figure. 

Pres.  Carr  :  After  these  fitting  and  touching 


words,  we  can  hardly  have  it  in  our  hearts  to 
transact  any  further  business  this  session,  and 
therefore,  if  there  is  no  objection,  we  will 
proceed  to  take  an  adjournment 

Mr.  Crunden:  I  think  a  fitting  action,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Hosmer,  would  be  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  with  Dr.  Hos- 
mer as  chairman,  to  draw  up  memorial  resoln- 
tions.    I  make  a  motion  to  that  effect 

The  motion  was  adopted,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed,  of  J.  K.  Hosmer,  George  lies, 
and  R.  G.  Thwaites. 

Adjourned  12  m. 

THIRD  SESSION 

(Fountain  Spring  House,  Saturday  morn- 
ing, July  6.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Carr  at  10.20. 

In  the  absence  of  R.  R.  Bowker,  chairman, 
W.  E.  Henry  read  the 

report  of  committee  on  public  documents. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Documents  this 
year  makes  an  exclusively  negative  report 
The  Congress  was  occupied  so  exclusively 
with  matters  of  larger  public  policy,  particu- 
larly in  relation  with  new  territorial  devel- 
opments, that  no  attention  was  given  in  cither 
house  to  public  documents  measures.  A  bill 
was  presented  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  Mr.  Heatwole,  on  somewhat  different  lines 
from  the  Piatt  bill  offered  in  the  Senate  last 
year,  but  like  that  in  essential  conformity  with 
the  general  position  taken  by  the  American 
Library  Association.  This  bill  did  not,  how- 
ever, progress  beyond  the  introductory  steps. 

Within  the  past  twelvemonth  the  Indiana 
State  Library  has  issued  its  useful  "Subject 
catalog  of  U.  S.  public  documents  in  the  In- 
diana State  Library,*'  as  an  appendix  to  the 
23d  biennial  report  of  the  state  library,  cov- 
ering 289  pages,  and  presenting  a  useful  con- 
spectus within  its  field.  This  index,  while 
serving  helpfully  as  a  general  key  for  the  use 
of  other  libraries  through  the  range  of  docu- 
ments contamed  in  each  specific  library,  sug- 
gests the  greater  importance  of  an  adequate 
subject  index  to  U.  S.  government  publica- 
tions in  general,  which  could  be  made  a  check- 
list by  several  state  and  other  libraries.  The 
Indiana  State  Library  has  also  prepared  an 
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index  to  the  Documentary  Journal  of  Indiana 
from  the  beginning  of  that  publication  in  1835 
to  1899,  which  is  included  in  the  23d  report 
of  that  library. 

There  is  also  little  to  report  as  to  state 
publications,  although  there  is  evident  a 
growth  of  interest  in  state  bibliography,  par- 
ticularly in  the  state  libraries.  Part  second 
of  the  bibliography  of  "State  publications"  is 
promised  for  the  present  year,  including  the 
states  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
Wisconsin. 

A  contribution  of  interest  within  this  field 
has  been  made  by  the  Acorn  Qub,  of  Connec- 
ticut, which  has  issued  an  elaborate  biblio- 
graphical record  of  "Connecticut  state  laws," 
from  the  earliest  times  to  1836,  compiled  by 
A.  C.  Bates,  librarian  of  the  Connecticut  His- 
torical Society,  a  useful  feature  of  the  work 
being  the  indication,  when  possible,  of  some 
library  in  which  each  issue  recorded  may  be 
found.  Record  may  also  be  made,  in  this 
connection,  of  the  work  accomplished  or  ac- 
complishing by  the  Public  Archives  Commis- 
sion of  the  American  Historical  Association, 
headed  by  Prof.  William  McDonald,  of  Bow- 
doin  College,  as  chairman,  in  which  Professors 
Robinson,  of  Columbia,  Caldwell,  of  Nebras- 
ka, Bugbee,  of  Texas,  who  are  his  associates 
on  the  committee,  have  the  co-operation  of 
representatives  in  the  several  states.  While 
this  commission  does  not  concern  itself  speci- 
fically with  bibliography,  it  is  preparing  the 
way  for  a  better  bibliography  of  state  publica- 
tions than  has  hitherto  been  possible,  by  inves- 
tigating the  conditions  of  the  public  archives 
of  each  state,  with  a  view  to  inducing  the  sys- 
tematic and  more  complete  collection  in  each 
state  of  its  own  archives,  including  its  printed 
documents  as  well  as  manuscript  records. 

R.   R.  BOWKER,  ) 

W.  K  Henry,  v  Committee. 

Johnson  Brigham.  ) 

Herbert  Putnam  :  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  is  here,  and  that 
possibly  he  might  have  some  suggestion  or 
recommendation  to  make  on  the  subject  of  this 
report 

L.  C.  Ferrell:  I  suppose  anything  I  may 
have  to  say  will  be  in  addition  to  what  was 


said  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  public 
documents,  as  the  report  was  rather  negative. 
The  matter  of  bringing  about  any  legislation 
requires  time  and  involves  a  great  deal  of 
hard  work  upon  somebody.  This  is  especially 
so  if  the  subject  is  one  in  which  no  member 
of  Congress,  in  particular,  has  a  personal  in- 
terest It  generally  takes  10  or  12  years  to 
pass  any  bill  of  interest  to  the  people  that  no 
member  of  Congress  will  take  care  of  person- 
ally. If  it  is  a  matter  like  saving  the  coun- 
try, you  can  get  a  fifty  million  dollar  bill 
passed  in  half  an  hour,  but  you  cannot  get 
a  member  of  Congress  to  take  up  and  pass  a 
bill  changing  the  method  of  printing  and  the 
distribution  of  doctunents  without  a  great  deal 
of  pressure.  Now,  if  Mr.  Heatwole,  chair- 
man of  the  House  Committee  on  Printing, 
was  here,  I  think  we  might  accomplish  some- 
thing to  advantage  on  that  subject,  because  I 
think  if  he  could  meet  this  great  body  of  li- 
brarians face  to  face,  we  might  get  him  to 
commit  himself  as  to  what  he  will  do  next 
session.  He  has  promised  me  to  take  up  this 
matter  next  winter  and  revise  the  printing 
laws  from  "A"  to  "Z,"  as  he  expressed  it, 
but  whether  he  will  do  so  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 
Now,  I  shall  prepare  another  bill,  or  have 
the  old  bill  introduced  again,  I  do  not  know 
which,  and,  as  long  as  I  remain  in  the  office 
of  Superintendent  of  Documents,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  bring  about  legislation  on  the  lines 
proposed  in  the  bills  heretofore  presented  to 
Congress.  In  the  first  place,  I  want  all  the 
government  periodicals  taken  out  of  the  Con- 
gressional series  and  bound  in  doth,  so  that 
they  can  be  distributed  to  the  libraries  as  soon 
as  they  are  printed.  But  one  edition  of  any 
document  ought  to  be  printed,  and  that  edi- 
tion ought  to  have  the  same  endorsement  on 
the  back  and  the  same  title  on  the  inside. 
If  we  continue  to  print  duplicate  and  triplicate 
editions  —  departmental,  bureau,  and  congres- 
sional—  librarians  will  always  have  trouble 
in  classifying  and  cataloging  them.  As  far 
as  my  record  is  concerned,  I  suppose  most 
of  you  are  familiar  with  it  I  am  constantly 
endeavoring  to  improve  the  service.  I  have 
adopted  a  ctunulative  index  for  the  monthly 
catalog;  cumulative  for  six  months,  with  a 
consolidated  index  for  the  entire  year,  in  the 
December  number.    That  was  done  mainly 
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because  the  annual  catalog  cannot  be  printed 
so  as  to  be  distributed  promptly,  and  the 
monthly  catalog  fully  indexed  can  be  made  to 
answer  all  temporary  purposes.  Now,  we  have 
three  series  of  catalogs,  as  you  all  know,  per- 
haps, each  one  serving  a  distinctive  purpose. 
The  document  catalog,  or  comprehensive  in- 
dex—  its  official  title  —  is  intended  for  per- 
manent use.  It  includes  all  documents  printed 
during  a  fiscal  year  —  July  i  to  June  30,  fol- 
lowing. The  document  index  is  a  subject, 
title,  and  author  index  of  all  congressional 
documents,  indicating  the  number  of  each 
document  and  the  volume  in  which  it  is  bound 
up.  In  the  monthly  catalog  all  documents  are 
arranged  alphabetically  under  the  author  of 
the  document,  and  evenrthing  related  to  the 
same  subject  is  brought  together  in  the  index. 
Now,  we  are  broadening  out  a  little  in  our 
work;  probably  doing  something  Congress 
never  contemplated  we  should  do  when  the 
office  was  established.  We  are  doing  a  good 
deal  of  bibliographical  work,  and  I  intend  to 
enlarge  upon  it  as  I  have  the  opportunity. 
We  have  published  "Reports  of  explorations 
printed  in  the  documents  of  the  United  States 
government,  a  contribution  toward  a  biblio- 
graphy," by  Miss  Hasse;  a  "Bibliography  of 
U.  S.  public  documents  relating  to  inter- 
oceanic  communication  across  Nicaragua, 
Panama,  etc.,"  and  we  expect  soon  to  take 
up  the  subject  of  documents  relating  to 
the  various  states,  the  purpose  being  to  make 
a  complete  bibliography  of  everything  printed 
in  the  U.  S.  public  documents  concerning  each 
state  and  territory.  We  propose  to  take  up 
the  matter  of  documents  relating  to  the  Louis- 
iana purchase  first,  because  we  are  going  to 
have  a  great  exposition  two  years  from  now 
at  St.  Louis  to  commemorate  that  great  event. 
J.  C.  Dana  presented  the 

REFOKT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATION 
WITH  THE  NATIONAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSO- 
CIATION. 

Early  last  winter  I  secured  from  librarians, 
library  assistants  and  teachers  about  25  brief 
articles  on  co-operation  between  libraries  and 
schools.  These  articles  were  written  with 
special  reference  to  teachers.  I  made  a  de- 
scriptive list  of  them  and  sent  this  list  to  lead- 
ing educational  journals  in  this  country,  with 


the  request  that  the  editors  thereof  select 
from  it  one  or  more  of  the  articles  and  pubUsh 
them  prior  to  July  i,  1901.  Largely  througfa 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Winship,  editor  of  tfie 
Journal  of  Education  of  Boston,  I  got  the 
piomise  of  publication  of  these  articles  from 
educational  editors  to  the  number  of  35.  The 
articles  were  duly  sent  out.  I  regret  to  have 
to  report  that  I  have  received  notice  of  tfie 
publication  of  less  than  half  a  dozen  of  tfie 
whole  number.  A  few  others  may  have  been 
published,  but  the  editors  have  never  notified 
me  of  the  fact  The  articles  were  brief  and 
chiefly  written  by  persons  prominent  in  library 
work  in  this  country,  they  were  of  general  in- 
terest, and  seemed  to  deserve  paUication.  The 
fact  that  they  did  not  get  it  is  to  my  mind 
somewhat  indicative  of  the  comparative  m- 
importance  of  libraries  in  the  opinion  of  edu- 
cational people  of  this  country. 

Since  coming  here  I  have  learned  of  an- 
other little  incident  which  throws  some  light 
on  our  relation  to  the  educational  profession 
of  this  country.  From  the  office  of  Public  Li- 
braries the  program  of  the  meeting  of  the 
library  department  of  the  N.  E.  A.  at  Detroit 
was  sent  to  32  leading  educational  jonmals  in 
this  country  with  the  request  that  tbity  print 
it  Of  these  s^  papers  two  only  printed  the 
program  as  requested,  or  at  least  two  only 
printed  it  and  gave  due  notice  of  the  fact 

From  all  this  we  may  learn,  as  I  have  stated 
more  than  once  before,  that  libraries  and  li- 
brariaus  are  as  yet  held  in  small  esteem  by 
the  educational  people  of  this  country.  Our 
influence  among  them  is  not  great  It  is  not 
considered  that  we  are  connected  in  any  im- 
portant way  with  educational  work.  This  is 
the  opinion  held  by  the  rank  and  file.  I  be- 
lieve this  to  be  true  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  leaders  of  the  N.  £.  A.  have  themsdves 
been  more  than  generous  to  the  library  de- 
partment. Those  leaders,  largely  through  the 
influeuce  of  Mr.  Hntchins  of  Wisconsin,  gave 
a  special  appropriation  of  over  $500  to  a  com- 
mittee  of  this  department  for  the  publicatioo 
of  a  report  on  the  relation  of  libraries  and 
schools.  This  report  has  been  quite  widely 
circulated  and  has  been  well  received  by  both 
teachers  and  librarians.  We  owe  that  to  the 
N.  £.  A.  We  owe  it  to  the  appredatioo  of 
library  work  by  the  leaders  of  the  N.  £.  A 
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Nevertheless,  taking  the  teaching  profession  at 
large,  I  think  it  safe  to  assume  that  our  ex< 
perience  with  the  educational  journals  during 
the  past  winter  is  indicative  of  the  teacher's 
attitude  toward  libraries  and  their  possible 
helpfulness  in  the  school  room.  This  fact 
should  not  discourage  us.  On  the  contrary 
it  should  stimulate  us  to  make  our  collections 
and  our  work  with  them  of  still  more  con- 
sequence until  it  becomes  quite  impossible  for 
anyone  in  the  educational  world  to  be  ignor- 
ant of,  or  to  fail  to  take  advantage  of,  the 
assistance  to  every  day  teaching  work  which 
we  believe  our  libraries  can  give. 

It  is  quite  difficult,  of  course,  if  not  im- 
possible, for  us  to  produce  any  great  effect 
on  the  teachers  of  the  present  day  save 
through  individual  work  in  our  respective 
communities.  No  one  can  ask  for  a  better  op- 
portunity to  see  the  result  of  such  work  than 
I  have  had  myself.  I  have  seen  two  or  three 
hundred  teachers  in  the  course  of  four  or  five 
years  changed  from  an  attitude  of  indifference 
toward  the  library  as  an  aid  in  every  day 
school  room  work,  to  one  of  readiness  not  to 
say  eagerness,  to  take  advantage  of  every  op- 
portunity the  library  could  possibly  offer. 
Many  other  librarians  have  had  similar  ex- 
periences. But  this  work  does  not  go  on  rap- 
idly enough  to  influence  the  profession  as  a 
whole.  The  teaching  profession  as  it  now 
stands  is,  as  I  have  said,  indifferent  toward 
us.  One  thing  we  can  do,  and  that  is,  arouse 
an  interest  among  those  who  are  to  become 
teachers.  After  individual  work  in  cur  own 
towns  the  best  thing  we  can  do,  and  especially 
the  best  thing  we  can  do  as  an  association, 
is  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  library  training 
in  the  normal  schools  of  this  country.  In- 
terest in  this  phase  of  practical  work  has  in- 
creased very  much  in  normal  schools  the  last 
few  years.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  west ; 
and  perhaps  more  true  in  Wisconsin  than  in 
any  other  state. 

Mr.  Dewey  has  recently  given  this  matter 
consideration  and  I  shall  be  much  pleased  if 
he  will  say  something  further  by  way  of  sup- 
plementing this  informal  report  of  mine,  on 
what  has  been  done  and  what  can  be  done 
in  normal  schools  toward  interesting  teachers 
in  the  use  of  libraries  in  teaching. 

Meltil  Dewey:  What  Mr.  Dana  has  said. 


though  perhaps  a  little  discouraging  in  it& 
tone,  is  pretty  nearly  the  truth ;  but  we  oogfat 
to  remember  this  —  the  public  school  teachers 
and  the  other  teachers  of  this  country  are  a 
badly  overworked  class.  Many  a  man  and 
woman  has  broken  down  of  nervous  prostra- 
tion in  school,  who  has  entered  a  library  and 
worked  hard  and  kept  well.  Our  friends  od 
the  school  side  of  educational  work  have  a 
strain  that  comes  from  the  disciplinary  side. 
Worry  kills  more  than  work,  and  teachers 
have  to  meet  this  question  of  discipline;  they 
have  to  take  responsibility  in  the  place  of 
parents ;  they  have  an  interminable  number  of 
reports  to  fill  out;  they  have  a  mass  of  ex- 
amination papers  to  read  and  deal  with;  and 
they  have  examinations  to  make  until  they 
are  driven  almost  wild.  Now,  we  go  to  themi 
and  present  our  case,  our  arguments  for  co- 
operation with  the  library.  They  admit  it; 
they  are  convinced  of  it;  but  they  have  not 
vital  energy  and  force  enough  to  take  up  the 
matter  and  do  much  work  in  our  cause.  It  is 
not  that  they  doubt  They  won't  question^ 
the  high  plane  on  which  we  want  to  put  the 
library,  and  they  want  to  fulfil  all  their  duties. 
I  believe  if  we  were  to  change  places  and  were 
put  into  their  routine,  the  majority  of  us 
would  do  just  what  they  do  —  put  it  off  until 
a  more  convenient  season.  I  think  that  is  the 
real  trouble  with  our  teachers.  They  are  over- 
worked, many  of  them;  they  are  in  certain^ 
ruts;  and  my  suggestion  is  to  try  to  reach* 
them  when  they  begin  their  work,  through  the 
normal  schools.  If  we  can  get  the  norma! 
school  authorities  to  give  the  right  kind  of 
instruction  and  the  right  kind  of  a  start  to  the 
teachers,  we  will  accomplish  a  great  deal 
more.  We  can  do  twice  as  much  in  working 
with  the  student  teacher;  it  is  like  working 
in  plaster  of  paris  —  easy  while  in  a  soft  and 
jjlastic  stage,  but  you  leave  it  awhile  and  it 
hardens.  So  I  should  say,  in  considering  this 
report,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  discouraged. 
It  is  what  we  should  expect,  and  we  should 
turn  our  attention  to,  doing  all  we  can  to 
reach  the  young  teachers  who  are  now  in  a 
plastic  state,  ready  to  be  moulded,  but  who  in- 
ten  years  will  be  dominant  forces  in  education. 
Miss  M.  E.  A  HERN :  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  program  of  the  Library 
Department  of  the  National  Educational  As- 
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sociation  calls  for  a  greeting  from  some  rep- 
resentative of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  I  therefore 
request,  as  secretary  of  that  section  and  as  an 
earnest  member  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  that  you  ap- 
point some  member  to  carry  such  greetings 
to  the  Library  Department  of  the  N.  £.  A. 

It  was  voted  that  Mr.  Crunden  be  appointed 
to  represent  the  Library  Association  at  the 
N.  E.  A.  meeting. 

F.  M.  Crunden:  Touching  the  subject  be- 
fore this  meeting,  I  want  to  corroborate  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Dana  regarding  the 
progress  that  comes  quickly  if  you  once  in- 
duce the  teachers  of  a  city  to  accept,  even  in 
a  small  measure,  the  co-operation  of  the  libra- 
ry. Only  a  few  years  ago  we  almost  had  to 
beg  the  teachers  to  use  our  books.  We  had 
to  offer  every  inducement  to  them,  and  they 
did  it,  most  of  them,  rather  reluctantly.  Now 
the  great  majority  of  our  schools  use  the  li- 
brary books.  Not  long  ago  I  asked  three 
questions  of  the  teachers  using  the  library  in 
their  work:  What  value  do  you  place  upon 
the  library  in  supplementary  reading?  What 
effect  has  it  had  thus  far  on  the  progress  of 
your  pupils  in  their  studies?  Is  it  an  aid  to 
the  pupils?  All  these  question  were  answered 
most  satisfactorily  to  us.  Several  say  the  li- 
brary books  are  worth  as  much  as  any  study 
in  the  curriculum,  while  two  of  them  say  that 
the  library  books  are  worth  all  the  rest.  And 
regarding  discipline,  the  universal  testimony 
is  that  the  library  is  an  aid  to  the  discipline. 
In  the  school  where  most  reading  is  done, 
the  principal  tells  me  that  the  problem  of  dis- 
cipline has  been  practically  eliminated;  they 
give  no  more  thought  to  it,  because  the  chil- 
dren are  interested  and  pleasantly  occupied, 
80  they  do  not  get  into  mischiei  The  library 
has  aided  in  all  studies,  is  the  basis  of  language 
work,  has  improved  the  language  of  the  chil- 
dren, and  has  given  an  interest  to  the  school 
work  that  it  did  not  have  before.  Now  if  the 
teachers  can  only  understand  that  this  is  go- 
ing to  lighten  their  work  instead  of  increasing 
it,  they  will  accept  the  co-operation  of  the  li- 
brary. 

Dr.  Canfield  :  Just  one  word  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  fairness  with  which  Mr. 
Dewey  put  before  you  the  position  of  the 
teachers  and  to  add  this  statement:  You  are 
all  likely  to  forget  that  you  determine  the  lines 
of  your  own  work  and  that  a  teacher's  work 


is  laid  out  for  her  by  other  people,  and  it 
takes  about  all  the  time  and  strength  of  the 
pupil  to  meet  the  immediate  demands  of  the 
curriculum,  which  is  often  very  unwisely  laid 
out  I  want  to  add  to  that,  as  a  proof  of  the 
interest  taken  by  teachers,  I  know  of  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  the  teachers  of  the  h^ 
schools  of  New  York  have  frequently  plioed 
their  personal  endorsement  upon  library  cards 
for  the  pupils  they  have  sent  to  the  litnvies 
and  for  whose  books  they  are  personally  re- 
sponsible. They  cannot  prove  their  interest 
in  any  better  way  than  that 

Mr.  Dana  :  I  just  want  a  moment  to  correct 
a  possible  impression  that  I  was  finding  fault 
with  the  educational  profession  of  this  coun- 
try. I  was  not  finding  fault  with  them,  but 
finding  fault  with  ourselves.  If  we  are  not 
yet  a  power  to  the  teachers  of  this  country, 
then  it  is  our  own  fault  We  do  not  as  yet 
understand  our  own  fitness,  especially  in  re- 
lation to  schools  and  reading  in  the  schools, 
sind  we  do  not  even  know  what  we  want  to  do, 
or  what  books  to  reconunend.  We  do  not 
know  what  the  field  of  work  in  the  schools  is. 
How,  then,  can  we  expect  to  teach  it ;  to  urge 
a  thing  in  regard  to  which  we  are  not  yet 
free  of  all  doubts?  The  fault  is  our  own  pos- 
sibly, and  yet  it  is  not  all  our  own  fault  It 
is  largely  a  question  of  necessary  time. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Richabdson, 
chairman,  the  secretary  read  the 

REPORT  OP  OOMMITTEE  ON   INTERNATIOKAL  CO- 
OPERATION. 

The  Committee  on  International  Co-opera- 
tion in  taking  up  the  work  referred  to  it  by 
the  Association  has  limited  itself  this  year  to 
a  consideration  of  the  question  of  a  nnifonii 
standard  of  book  statistics.  This  question  is 
a  two- fold  one,  first,  what  should  be  called  t 
book,  second,  when  statistics  are  classified, 
what  are  the  most  practical  and  nsefol  classes? 

In  respect  of  the  first  matter,  it  recom- 
mends that  all  books  for  statistical  purposes 
be  divided  into  two  or  three  classes,  (i) 
Books  of  50  pages  or  over ;  (2)  books  under 
50  pages;  or,  where  books  of  under  eiglit 
pages  are  regarded  at  all,  books  of  from  eiglit 
to  49  pages ;  and  (3)  books  under  eight  pages* 

In  respect  of  the  second  question,  the  chair- 
man has  prepared  a  comparative  table  of  iht 
usage  of  the  Publishing  Weekly,  Bookullir 
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Tmdii  showing  classification  of  book  trade  statistics. 

Some  of  the  chief  matten  for  attention  aie  the  questions  of  Biagrmpky^  whether  by  itself  or  scattered  in  classes; 
Literary  History  and  Art,  by  itself  or  under  Philology,  or  under  Bibliography,  or  scattered;  /uw^niies,  by  itself 
or  diTided  among  Fiction,  Poetry,  Education,  etc.;  Scumti/U  Sckp^i  Bc^kt,  Gecgra^kies,  etc.,  under  subject  or  under 
Education;  Art  0/ War,  Commerce,  etc.,  under  Economics  or  Technology.  All  these  cmiflict  somewhere  in  usagv 
shown  and  m  the  judgment  of  the  ranous  members  of  the  committee,  although  there  is  a  majority  for  keeping 
Biography  as  a  separate  class— contrary  to  unanimous  foreign  usage. 
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Linguistique 

Sciences,  medicales  et  na- 

turelles. 
Technologic 


Art  militaire  et  marine. 
Beaux  arts. 


Litt^rature. 


Histoire,  Biog.  polit. 
Geographie 


i 
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4md  Newsdealer,  Publisher^  Circular,  Biblio- 
gratia  Italiana,  Hinrichs  and  Reinwald,  ar- 
ranging these  in  the  order  of  the  Dewey 
classification.  This  was  printed  by  Mr.  Bow- 
ker  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  and  is  here- 
with submitted. 

Mr.  Bowker,  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  has 
submitted  the  matter,  through  Mr.  G.  H.  Put- 
nam, to  the  International  Congress  of  Book- 
sellers, and  it  is  hoped  that  there  may  be  a 
committee  appointed  or  empowered  to  confer 
with  this  committee,  and  that  some  practical 
result  may  be  reached  in  spite  of  various  dif- 
ficulties. This  committee  therefore  recom- 
mends for  the  purpose  of  library  reports,  etc., 
the  use  of  the  Dewey  order  and  divisions 
given  in  the  accompanying  table,  with  such 
modification  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  book 
trade  requirements,  but  in  the  case  of  all 
recommendations  begs  to  make  them  subject 
to  an  international  understanding,  and  asks 
that  the  committee  be  continued  and  given  full 
power  to  adopt  a  recommended  order,  pro- 
viding an  understanding  can  be  reached  with 
a  representative  of  the  booksellers.  If  such 
an  tmderstanding  is  reached,  efforts  should  be 
niade  to  get  the  further  concurrence  of  other 
library  associations  and  bibliographical  bodies 
generally. 

Ernest  C.  Richardson,  Chairman, 

for  the  Committee, 

J.  C.  Dana  for  the 

COMMITTEE  ON   LIBRARY  TRAINING 

made  a  brief  statement,  that  the  committee 
as  a  whole  had  been  unable  this  year  to  visit 
and  report  upon  the  schools.  He  presented, 
as  the  report  of  the  committee,  a  letter  from 
Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson,  one  'of  its  members 
who  had  visited  several  of  the  schools  as  lec- 
turer.* 

William  Beer  spoke  briefly  on 

COLLECTION  AND  CATALOGING  OF  EARLY  NEWS- 
PAPERS. 

The  few  remarks  I  have  to  make  on  this 
subject  are  prompted  by  a  recent  effort  to  col- 
lect from  printed  catalogs  the  scattered  news- 
paper material  for  the  first  15  years  of  the 
19th  century.  The  collection  of  information 
on  the  locality  of  files  of  newspapers  up  to 
1800  has  been  commenced,  and  will  in  time 


•  This  report  will  appear  in  a  later  issue  of  the 
Library  Journal. 


be  completed  by  Mr.  Nelson,  who  publishes 
his  results  in  the  ''Archives  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey."  Many  corrections  will  be  nec- 
essary to  his  list,  but  it  will  even  in  its  pres- 
ent shape  be  of  great  advantage  to  historical 
students. 

The  difficulty  of  the  work  increases  almost 
in  geometrical  proportion  as  the  dates  ap- 
proach the  present  era.  The  great  increase 
of  newspapers  renders  it  necessary  to  divide 
the  work  into  decades.  I  have  chosen  to 
carry  it  to  1815  on  account  of  the  importance 
to  Louisiana  history  of  the  reports  on  the  bat- 
tle of  New  Orleans. 

The  particular  feature  in  cataloging  which 
I  would  fain  see  carried  out  in  every  library 
is  the  chronological  conspectus,  of  which  so 
admirable  an  example  exists  in  Bolton's  cat- 
alog of  scientific  documents,  which  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  familiar  to  all  present. 

It  is  exceedingly  simple  and  easy  to  pre- 
pare and  is  of  the  greatest  possible  service, 
both  to  the  librarian  and  the  student 

Take  any  folio  book  ruled  in  wide  oolumnf 
with  an  ample  margin.  For  my  purpose  I 
start  by  heading  the  first  column  x8oo,  and  so 
on  to  the  end  of  the  page.  Taking  material 
from  Mr.  Galbreath's  useful  compilation,  -I 
find  that  in  the  libraries  of  Ohio  there  is  only 
one  title  which  will  appear  under  this  head, 
the  Western  Spy  in  the  collection  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library. 
Enter  in  the  marginal  column  the  full  de- 
tails of  the  publication  of  this  newspaper  and 
draw  a  horizontal  line  across  the  column. 
The  years  1802-3-4,  etc.,  present  an  increas- 
ing number  of  titles.  The  horizontal  lines  in 
the  columns  present  an  immediate  summary 
of  all  the  newspaper  literature  on  the  subject 

Dr.  G.  £.  Wire  read  a  paper  on 

SOME    PRINCIPLES    OF    BOOK    AND    PICTURE 

SELECTION. 

(See  p.  54.) 

Melvh.  Dewey  :  I  want  to  say  a  word  about 
that  New  York  list  of  pictures.  When  we 
printed  that  bulletin  a  great  chorus  of  crit- 
icism arose  from  among  the  newspapers,  and 
we  smiled;  we  said  it  was  characteristic  of 
newspapers  to  discuss  a  thing  without  know- 
ing at  all  what  they  were  talking  about  But 
I  did  not  suppose  that  same  characteristic 
would  appear  in  this  Association.    Our  bulle- 
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tin  sUtes  very  distinctly  what  it  is  for,  and 
it  makes  its  own  case  absolutely  infallible. 
We  had  to  meet  the  problem  in  the  state  of 
New   York,  of  circulating  pictures    bought 
with  the  taxpayers'  money,  to  be  put  on  the 
walls  of  the  school  houses  —  Jewish  schools, 
Roman  Catholic  schools  and  schools  of  many 
denominations.    Under  those  peculiar  condi- 
tions it  was  a  question  whether  we  could  carry 
the  movement  at  all,  and  we  selected  about  50 
people,  whose  judgment  was  most  reliable, 
and  asked  them,  out  of  several  hundred  pic- 
tures, to  select  100  that  would  be  open  to  no 
objection  of  any  kind.    There  was  no  effort 
whatever  to  select  the  hundred  best  pictures. 
They  simply  made  a  list  that  would  pass  the 
legislature.    It  included  pictures  that  people 
ridiculed  sadly;  and  yet  we  had  on  file  letters 
from  prominent  people  in  the  state  to  the  ef- 
fect that  they  would  protest  against  certain 
well-known  pictures,  and  we  thought  it  wiser 
not  to  raise  issues  over  minor  details.    Our 
bulletin  is  simply  a  list  of  pictures  that  have 
been  passed  by  representatives  of  various  re- 
ligious and  ethical  interests.    You  may  think 
it  most  absurd  that  certain  pictures,  perhaps 
the  most  famous,  should  have  been  voted  out 
of  such  a  list,  but  if  you  were  to  go  through 
the  schools  of  the  state  of  New  York  or  any 
other  state  you  would  find  that  there  are  con- 
scientious mothers  and  fathers,  who  have  had 
no  opportunity  for  art  training,  who  would 
get  down  on  their  knees  and  pray  that  some  of 
these  pictures  might  not  be  put  on  the  walls 
of  the  school  room.    If  you  do  not  know  that, 
you  arc  not  familiar  with  the  sentiment  in  the 
rural  districts.    There  was  a  specific  purpose 
in  our  action;  we  heard  all  of  these  criti- 
cisms, and  we  did  the  thing  that  seemed  right 
and  best  under  the  circumstances.    There  are 
about  a  hundred  of  us  on  the  state  library 
staff,  but  we  do  not  yet,  as  a  body,  venture  to 
feel  as  omniscient  as  some  single  individuals 
regard  themselves.     I  strongly  believe  that 
it  is  not  a  bad  thing  to  take  the  opinion  of  ex- 
perts.   We  are  perfectly  willing  to  show  re- 
spect to  the  specialist  in  his  own  field,  and  I 
think  it  is  mighty  unwise  advice  to  give  young 
librarians,  when  they  are  told  not  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  a  good  specialist,  whose  verdict 
commands  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
Adjourned  at  12.05  pm. 


FOURTH  SESSION. 
(LxBRARY  Hall,  Madisok,  Wis.,  Monday 

AFTERNOON,  JULY  8. ) 

President  Carr  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  2.25  p.m.,  and  in  a  few  words  expressed 
the  appreciation  of  the  Association  for  the  de- 
lightful arrangements  that  had  made  "Madi- 
son day"  so  interesting  and  enjoyable. 

Miss  Mary  W.  Pluhher  then  spoke  on 

SOME  EXPERIENCBS  IN  FOREIGN  LIBRARIES* 

Miss  Pluhher  deprecated  any  desire  to 
make  a  comparison  between  foreign  and 
American  libraries.  They  served  so  different 
a  purpose,  for  the  most  part,  that  compari- 
son was  impossible.  Libraries,  like  systems 
of  education,  were  an  outcome  of  the  bistory, 
of  the  race-temperament  and  characteristics, 
and  of  the  social  conditions  of  a  people.  And 
it  was  according  to  one's  point  of  view 
whether  such  a  comparison  would  be  favor- 
able to  one  side  or  the  other.  One  thing 
seemed  almost  predicable  —  that,  wherever 
democracy  was  making  its  way,  there  the  li- 
brary supported  by  the  people  and  for  the  use 
of  the  people  had  a  tendency  to  appear  pat- 
terned more  or  less  after  those  of  England 
and  America. 

English  libraries  were  not  touched  upon, 
but  the  leading  collections  of  Germany, 
France  and  lUly  were  briefly  described. 
At  the  Bayreuth  and  Nuremberg  libraries 
books  were  secured  without  formality,  and 
all  privileges  were  extended  to  the  visiting 
colleague,  with  entire  trustingness  and  fra- 
ternity. In  Italy  more  formality  was  re- 
quired, the  libraries  being  government  in- 
stitutions for  reference  use,  but  courtesy  and 
a  desire  to  be  of  service  prevailed  throughout 
Considering  the  question,  "What  do  people 
do  who  want  to  read  fiction  in  Italy  — the 
same  people  who  are  always  wanting  the  new 
novels  in  this  country?"  Miss  Plummer  said: 
"Apparentiy,  these  people  do  not  exist  in  suf- 
ficiently large  numbers  to  be  considered  in  the 
libraries.  If  a  work  of  note  comes  out,  such 
as  a  new  novel  by  d'Annunzio  or  Fogazzaro, 
it  can  be  had  at  the  book  shops  in  paper  for 
two  lire  or  two  and  a  half,  i.e.,  40  to  50  cents, 
and  people  buy  it  and  lend  it.    In  some  of  the 
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little  book  shops  books  circulate  for  a  small 
fee,  but  not  by  any  means  the  best  class  of 
books.  The  government  libraries  may  pur- 
chase the  novels  of  such  authors  as  those  I 
have  mentioned,  but  they  do  not  make  haste 
about  it,  and  in  one  library  (a  municipal,  cir- 
culating library)  no  book  can  go  out  that  has 
not  been  in  the  library's  possession  three 
months.  The  novel-reading  class  is  chiefly 
composed  of  visiting  or  resident  English  and 
Americans,  and  in  all  Italian  cities  of  any 
size  there  is  a  subscription  library  where 
books  in  English  can  be  had." 

At  Florence,  when  one  discovers  the  large 
and  enterprising  subscription  library  which  the 
Viesseux,  father  and  son,  have  carried  on 
for  several  generations,  one's  troubles  in  get- 
ting books  seem  ended,  for  they  have  all  the 
books  that  the  government  libraries  cannot 
and  do  not  buy  —  a  large  subscription  list  of 
periodicals,  open  shelves,  late  books  separated 
from  the  rest,  and  they  will  get  what  one 
asks  for  if  they  haven't  it  already.  If  Amer- 
ican publishers  sent  their  lists  regularly  to 
Viesseux  one  would  probably  find  more 
American  books  there.  Further  than  this, 
one's  subscription  entitles  one  to  a  book  or 
books  by  mail  to  any  place  in  Italy  or  in  the 
surrounding  countries  where  one  may  be  stay- 
ing. Of  the  Florentine  libraries,  the  Marucel- 
lian  is  the  nearest  our  ideal  of  a  modem  refer- 
ence library  in  its  collections  as  in  its  methods. 
It  has,  as  its  chief  field  of  purchase,  the  best 
modern  books  in  belles-lettres,  and  as  it  is 
open  in  the  evening  its  rooms  are  often 
crowded  with  students  and  readers  until  clos- 
ing time.  It  has  a  card  catalog  by  subjects 
and  a  duplicate  card  catalog  of  part  of  the 
collection  of  the  National  Library  of  Florence ; 
a  ms.  catalog  in  book  form  by  author,  which 
is  accessible  to  readers;  a  room  set  apart  for 
women  students,  with  a  woman,  a  university 
graduate,  to  preside  over  it.  The  National 
Library  is  a  much  greater  collection  and  older, 
in  its  87  rooms:  and  its  periodical  room  is 
the  most  modern  of  all,  with  its  magazines 
from  all  countries,  even  our  own  Harper  and 
Century  showing  their  familiar  faces  on  the 
racks.  A  special  room  here  is  devoted  to  the 
catalogs,  which  were  partly  in  ms.  book  form 
and  partly  on  cards,  and  students  were  al- 
ways searching  the  pages  or  the  cards  with- 
out let  or  hindrance. 


At  Rome  the  Victor  Emanuel  Library  had 
a  small  room  shelved  with  the  Leyden  cata- 
logs, in  constant  consultation.  As  in  most  of 
the  government  libraries,  there  was  a  table 
reserved  for  women,  though  it  did  not  seem 
to  be  much  used. 

Among  the  Paris  libraries  described  were 
the  Ste.  Genevieve,  the  Sorbonne,  and  one  of 
the  ward  or  "arondissement"  libraries.  The 
latter  was  in  the  Mairie,  and  open  at  8  p.m. 
only.  The  books  were  in  floor  cases,  with  a 
counter  between  them  and  the  people,  and  on 
the  counter  lay  small  pamphlet  finding  lists.  It 
is  not  hard  to  keep  these  up  to  date,  since  the 
libraries  themselves  are  far  from  being  so, 
and  new  books  are  not  often  added.  The  li- 
brarian, who  had  some  other  occupation  dur- 
ing the  day  and  served  here  in  the  evening, 
to  add  a  trifle  to  his  income,  got  books  and 
charged  them  in  a  book  as  people  asked  for 
them.  Use  of  the  library  was  permitted  only 
after  obtaining  as  guarantor  a  citizen  living 
in  the  same  arondissement  with  the  would-be 
borrower.  While  this  kind  of  library  is  of 
course  much  better  than  none,  and  the  situa- 
tion in  Paris  is  that  much  better  than  in  Ital- 
ian cities,  the  fact  that  the  hours  of  opening 
are  only  in  the  evening  is  a  barrier  to  much 
usefulness.  On  the  other  hand,  a  library  to 
each  arondissement  is  a  fair  allowance,  and 
no  one  has  to  go  very  far  to  reach  his  library. 
For  the  most  part  they  are  patronized  by  the 
small  tradesmen  of  the  neighborhood  and 
their  families.  A  large  proportion  of  our 
reading  public  is  missing  from  these  muni- 
cipal libraries  —  they  buy  their  own  books, 
in  paper,  at  the  department  stores,  and  make 
no  use  whatever  of  the  government  libraries 
or  of  these  small  circulating  centers. 

In  conclusion.  Miss  Plummer  said:  "If  I 
were  asked  what  sort  of  library  was  most 
needed  in  France  and  Italy,  I  should  say  first 
good  libraries  for  children  and  3roung  people. 
The  children  of  these  countries  read  earlier 
than  ours,  the  language  presenting  fewer  diffi- 
culties of  spelling  and  pronunciation,  and  many 
of  them  are  fond  of  reading.  Good  material 
is  not  plentiful,  and  what  there  is  the  child 
has  no  help  in  getting  hold  of.  Bad  reading 
there  is  in  abundance,  in  the  shape  of  so- 
called  comic  papers,  etc.,  at  every  turn  and 
for  an  infinitesimal  price.  One  is  ready  to 
say  that  it  is  better  not  to  know  how  to  read 
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dian  to  be  induced  by  one's  knowledge  to 
make  such  acquaintance  as  this." 

Dr.  J.  K.  HosHER  followed  with  an  amus- 
ing fable,  entitled 

rSOH  THE  BEADER'S  POINT  OF  VIEW,  AND  THE  BRA 
OF  THE  PLACARD.* 

The  subject  was  presented  in  the  form  of 
a  clever  parable,  satirizing  the  present-day 
''booming"  of  popular  books,  and  the  unseem- 
liness and  vulgarities  of  modern  advertising 
methods.  It  concluded  with  an  "imaginary 
conversation"  between  a  librarian  and  a 
reader,  as  follows: 

'A  fellow-librarian?'  said  I. 
'Not  quite  that/  said  he,  'but  one  who  uses 
libraries  —  a  reader,  in  fact.' 

"I  felt  a  sudden  thrill  of  satisfaction.  Here 
at  last  I  had  found  my  reader,  and  I  faith- 
fully proceeded  at  once  to  get  at  his  point  of 
view.  'Well,'  said  I,  'is  it  not  an  inspiration 
to  live  in  the  era  of  the  placard ;  and  what  do 
you  mean  to  do  for  the  Great  American  Bill 
Board  Trust?' 

"We  walked  down  the  street  arm  in  arm, 
and  this  is  the  rather  unsympathetic  mono- 
logue in  which  the  reader  indulged: 

"  'The  bill-board  —  and  I  mean  by  the  bill- 
board coarse  and  obtrusive  advertising  in 
general,  whether  shown  in  this  defacement  of 
natural  objects,  road-signs,  street  car  panels, 
or  in  newspaper  columns  —  an  evil  from  which 
even  the  public  library  is  not  free  —  the  bill- 
board is  an  evil,  but  after  all  only  a  minor 
evil.  If  we  had  nothing  worse  than  that 
among  our  social  problems  to  vex  us,  we 
should  indeed  be  fortunate.  Advertising  is  a 
legitimate  incident  of  commerce.  The  mer- 
chant who  has  wares  to  sell  may  properly 
make  his  commodities  known.  I  own  I  study 
the  advertising  pages  of  my  Century  and 
Scrihner  with  scarcely  less  interest  than  I  do 
the  text.  But  the  world  is  so  full  of  bad 
taste !  There  is  no  sanctity  or  silence  through 
which  the  coarse  scream  of  the  huckster  may 
not  at  any  time  penetrate.  The  loud  bill- 
board is  but  the  scream  of  the  huckster  trans- 
muted so  that  it  may  attack  still  another 
sense.  The  wonder  is  that  this  bill-board, 
and  its  fellow  enormities  in  the  street  car 
panel  and  the  newspaper  columns,  do  not  re- 

*  Abttrtct 


pel  instead  of  attract  In  the  case  of  refined 
minds  certainly  repulsion  must  be  felt  Now 
for  myself,'  said  the  reader,  and  here  I 
thought  he  spoke  conceitedly,  'the  fact  that 
a  thing  is  coarsely  and  loudly  advertised  is 
a  strong,  almost  invincible  reason  for  my  not 
buying  it,  however  necessary  it  may  seem. 
With  the  world  in  general,  however,  the 
standard  of  taste  is  low.  Coarseness  does  not 
offend;  also,  it  pays  to  use  it 

'"I  have  sometimes  seen  on  library  walls 
placards  sent  in  with  the  demand,  'Please  dis- 
play this  prominently,'  that  have  exercised 
upon  mc  an  immediate  deterrent  effect  Still,' 
said  the  reader,  with  his  superior  air,  'do  not 
think  me  ill-natured.  The  best  thing  we  can 
do  is  to  keep  our  temper,  stamp  down  as  we 
can  what  becomes  too  outrageous  and  inde- 
cent, and  labor  and  pray  for  the  refinement  of 
the  world's  taste.  This  no  doubt  will  come 
very  slowly.' 

"'Can  we  help  the  thing  forward  at  all?' 
said  I,  falling  in  for  the  moment  with  his 
humor. 

"'Only  as  we  can  promote  in  general  the 
diffusion  of  sweetness  and  light,'  said  the 
reader.  'If  a  man  should  be  aroused  to  attack 
directly  I  believe  he  might  strike  a  more  ef- 
fective blow  through  ridicule  than  through  de- 
nunciation. Keep  denunciation  for  the  more 
weighty  and  ghastly  evils  that  beset  us;  a 
mere  annoyance  it  is  better  to  laugh  away 
if  we  can  do  it.'" 

Adjourned  at  3.30  p.m. 

FIFTH  SESSION. 

(Fountain  Spring  House,  Tuesday  horn- 
ing, July  9.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Carr  at  10.20  a.m. 

The  president  announced  the  receipt  in 
pamphlet  form  of  the 

REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

{See  p.  87.) 

This  was  read  by  title,  and  filed  for  publica- 
tion in  the  Proceedings. 
W.  I.  Fletcher  presented  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  A.  L.  A.  PUBLISHING  BOARD. 

{See  p.  103.) 
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Mr.  Dewey  :  I  wish  to  remind  some  of  you 
who  were  with  us  25  years  ago  in  Philadel- 
phia, when  we  organized  the  A.  L.  A.,  and 
who,  during  that  whole  period,  have  studied 
its  interests  so  closely,  that  the  time  has  come 
at  last  when  we  are  really  on  the  way  to  se- 
cure one  of  the  things  we  have  always  thought 
most  important  —  co-operative  printed  cata- 
log cards.  This  will  make  for  all  of  us  less 
drudgery  and  more  inspiration,  for  there  is 
not  much  inspiration  in  writing  out  author's 
names;  it  will  relieve  us  of  a  considerable 
burden ;  it  will  produce  economy  and  increase 
efficiency ;  and  it  appeals  strongly  to  our  trus- 
tees and  business  men.  It  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  thing  we  have  to  do,  and  there  have 
been  apparently  insuperable  obstacles  to  suc- 
cess ;  but  we  have  always  hoped  for  one  com- 
plete solution.  And  this  was  that  it  could  be 
done  at  the  National  Library  in  Washington, 
with  its  printing  presses,  post-office  facilities, 
copyright  department  and  great  central  col- 
lection. You  remember  that  when  the  Pacific 
railroad  was  built,  and  as  the  ends  came  to- 
gether to  make  the  connection,  a  great  cele- 
bration was  held  through  the  country,  a  thrill 
that  the  work  was  at  last  done;  and  I  feel 
to-day,  now  that  we  hear  in  this  able  report 
that  printed  catalog  cards  are  really  to  be  tm- 
dertaken  at  the  National  Library,  that  what 
we  have  waited  for  over  20  years  and  what 
we  have  been  dreaming  aboyt  has  come  to 
pass  at  last.  After  serving  my  term  on  the 
Publishing  Board  —this  is  my  valedictory  — 
I  feel  to-day  that  I  must  say  just  this:  Now 
that  we  have  reached  this  point,  that  every 
one  has  hoped  for  so  long,  we  must  see  to  it 
that  this  agency  is  utilized  and  appreciated. 
Every  one  of  us  ought  to  watch  those  printed 
cards,  and  make  suggestions  as  to  their  use. 
If  we  utilize  them,  and  prove  their  value  and 
their  economy,  we  can  rely  on  the  great  sup- 
port of  the  National  Library  in  many  other 
movements. 

The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM, 

inviting  the  A.  L.  A.  to  be  represented  at  its 
annual  meeting,  to  be  held  in  Plymouth,  Eng- 
land, Aug.  27-30,  1901 ;  and,  on  recommenda- 


tion from  the  Council,  it  was  voted  that  mem- 
bers of  the  A.  L.  A.  abroad  at  the  time  of  the 
English  meeting  be  authorized  to  r^rescnt 
the  American  Library  Association  on  that 
occasion. 

The  president  announced  that  the  polls 
would  be  open  for 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICBIS 

in  the  library  exhibit  room  at  the  Fountain 
House  from  8  to  10  Tuesday  evening,  and 
that  J.  I.  Wyer  and  J.  G.  Moulton  would 
serve  as  tellers. 

In  the  absence  of  F.  J.  Tbggakt.  chairman, 
the  secretary  read  the 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  HANDBOOK  OF  AMER- 
ICAN  LIBRARIES. 

Since  its  appointment  this  oommittee  has 
worked  steadily  towards  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  of  the  handbook.  SpcdficaUy 
this  object  is  the  collection  of  the  statistics, 
history  and  bibliography  of  all  libraries  in 
the  United  States  having  10,000  or  more  vol- 
umes on  Dec.  31,  1900. 

While  about  80  per  cent,  of  die  circulars 
sent  out  in  1899  were  returned,  the  cases  in 
which  the  bibliographical  and  historical  data 
was  supplied  were  too  few  in  number  to  be  of 
much  assistance.  The  work  which  has  there- 
fore fallen  on  the  chairman  of  this  committee 
is  neither  more  or  less  than  the  preparation 
of  a  check  list  of  all  the  publications  of  Amer- 
ican libraries.  The  need  of  this  work  must 
be  apparent  to  any  librarian  who  considers 
that  there  is  at  present  no  bibliographical 
source  in  which  information  regarding  library 
publications  may  be  found.  The  "American 
catalogue,"  for  example,  ignores  such  publi- 
cations altogether. 

In  beginning  this  work  the  chairman  of 
your  committee  indexed  the  set  of  the  Uhrary 
Journal  and  all  available  bulletins  and  cata- 
logs of  libraries  for  library  publications,  and 
cataloged  the  similar  material  existing  in  the 
libraries  of  San  Francisco.  Approximately 
the  list  now  includes  between  8000  and  9000 
cards. 

This  large  body  of  material  has  been  re- 
duced to  shape,  and  the  greater  part  has  been 
typewritten  on  sheets.    What  now  remains  to 
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be  done  is  that  some  person  conversant  with 
the  library  literature  of  a  state  or  city  should 
take  the  sheets  representing  that  district  and 
carefully  compare  the  entries  with  the  books 
themselves,  supplying  omissions  and  correct- 
ing errors.  This  certainly  is  no  light  piece 
of  work,  but  it  is  essential  to  the  success  of 
the  undertaking. 

The  historical  notices  have  been  prepared 
in  part,  but  the  statistics  obtained  in  1899 
must  of  necessity  be  renewed  to  bring  the  en- 
lire  work  down  to  the  end  of  the  century. 

As  the  manuscript  can  be  completed  by 
Jan.  I  next,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  this  large  piece  of  work  can  be  presented 
in  completed  form  to  the  Association  in  1902, 
with  one  proviso.  When  the  committee  was 
appointed  in  1899  it  was  given  a  general  au- 
thorization to  incur  expenditure  —  in  fact, 
without  doing  so  no  work  could  have  been 
done.  Again,  in  1900,  an  authorization  for 
expenditure  was  passed  by  the  Association. 
Up  to  the  present  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  expended  directly  on  this  work  on 
postage  and  printing  about  $150.  0«ving  ap- 
parently to  the  general  terms  in  which  the 
authorizations  for  expenditure  were  made  at 
previous  meetings,  the  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion have  not  so  far  made  any  appropriation 
towards  this  amounf,  and  it  would  seem 
proper  that  some  definite  provision  should  be 
made  by  the  Association  at  this  meeting  to 
cover  a  part  at  least  of  this  expenditure  if  the 
handbook  is  to  be  considered  an  "A.  L,  A." 
undertaking. 

Frederick  J.  Tegcart,  Chairman. 

C.  W.  Andrews:  As  the  third  member  of 
the  committee,  I  may  supplement  this  report, 
and  state  that  the  matter  of  obtaining  the  con- 
sent of  the  Bureau  of  Education  to  undertake 
the  publication  of  this  handbook  was  left  to 
me,  and  that  I  have  pleasure  in  informing  the 
Association  that  there  seems  every  prospect 
that  at  least  a  portion  of  this  material  will  be 
published  by  the  Bureau  of  Education,  and 
that  we  may  hope  to  have  made  available  in 
this  way  a  much-needed  tool  for  practical  use 
and  a  mass  of  information  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  of  value  outside  of  this  country. 

W.  I.  Fletcher:  The  matter  of  the  publi- 
cation of  this  handbook  was  referred  to  the 
Publishing  Board,  but  if  the  plan  for  its  pub- 


lication by  the  government  is  carried  out,  the 
Publishing  Board  understands  that  will  take 
the  publication  out  of  its  hands.  I  move  that 
the  executive  board  be  requested  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  of  the  expense  incurred  by 
Mr.  Teggart,  and  provide  for  meeting  it,  if 
this  is  found  possible.    Voted, 

The  secretary  read  the  by-laws  to  the  con- 
stitution, prepared  by  special  committee  and 
adopted  by  the  Council,  as  follows : 

BV-LAWS. 

§1.  The  annual  dues  of  the  Association 
shall  be  $2  for  individuals  and  $5  for  libraries 
and  other  institutions,  payable  in  advance  m 
January.  Members  who  are  one  year  in  ar- 
rears shall,  after  proper  notification  by  the 
treasurer,  be  dropped  from  the  roll  of  mem- 
bershio. 

§2.  Nine  members  shall  constitute  a  quo- 
rum of  the  Council  for  the  transaction  of 
routine  business,  but  no  sections  of  the  Asso- 
ciation shall  be  established  and  no  recommen- 
dations relating  to  library  matters  shall  be 
promulgated  at  any  meeting  at  which  there 
are  less  than  17  members  present.  The  rec- 
ords of  the  Council,  so  far  as  of  general  in- 
terest, shall  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Association. 

§3.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  any  office,  ex- 
cept that  of  president,  the  Executive  Board 
may  designate  some  person  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  same  pro  tempore. 

§4.  No  person  shall  be  president,  first  or  sec- 
ond vice-president,  or  councillor  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  two  consecutive  terms. 

§5.  The  president  and  secretary,  with  one 
other  member  appointed  by  the  executive 
board,  shall  constitute  a  program  committee, 
which  shall,  under  the  supervision  of  the  ex- 
ecutive board,  arrange  the  program  for  each 
annual  meeting  and  designate  persons  to  pre- 
pare papcis,  open  discussions,  etc.,  and  shall 
decide  whether  any  paper  which  may  be  of- 
fered shall  be  accepted  or  rejected,  and  if  ac- 
cepted, whether  it  shall  be  read  entire,  by  ab- 
stract or  by  title.  It  shall  recommend  to  the 
executive  board  printing  accepted  papers  en- 
tire, or  to  such  extent  as  may  be  considered 
desirable. 

§6.  The  executive  board  shall  appoint  an- 
nually a  committee  of  five  on  library  training, 
which  shall  investigate  the  whole  spbject  of 
library  schools  and  courses  of  study,  and  re- 
port the  results  of  its  investigations,  with  its 
recommendations. 

§7.  The  executive  board  shall  appoint  an- 
xiVL^Wy  a  committee  of  three  on  library  admin- 
istration, to  consider  and  report  improvements, 
in  any  department  of  library  economy,  and 
make  recommendations  looking  to  harmony, 
uniformity,  and  co-operation,  with  a  view  to 
economical  administration. 

.-  •- 
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§8.  The  executive  board  shall  at  each  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Association  appoint  a 
a  committee  of  three  on  resolutions,  which 
shall  prepare  and  report  to  the  Association 
suitable  resolutions  of  acknowledgments  .and 
thanks.  To  this  committee  shall  be  referred 
all  such  resolutions  offered  in  meetings  of  the 
Association. 

§9.  The  objects  of  sections  which  may  be 
established  by  the  Council  under  the  provis- 
ions of  section  17  of  the  constitution,  shall  be 
discussion,  comparison  of  views,  etc.,  upon 
subjects  of  interest  to  the  members.  No  au- 
thority is  granted  any  section  to  incur  ex- 
pense on  the  account  of  the  Association  or  to 
commit  the  Association  by  any  declaration  of 
policy.  A  member  of  the  Association  eligible 
under  the  rules  of  the  section  mav  become  a 
member  thereof  by  registering  his  or  her 
name  with  the  secretary  of  the  section. 

§  ID.  Provisions  shall  be  made  by  the  ex- 
ecutive board  for  sessions  of  the  various  sec- 
tions at  annual  meetings  of  the  Association, 
and  the  programs  for  the  same  shall  be  pre- 
pared by  the  officers  of  sections  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  program  committee.  Sessions 
of  sections  shall  be  open  to  any  member  of  the 
Association,  but  no  person  may  vote  in  any 
section  unless  registered  as  a  member  of  the 
same.  The  registered  members  of  each  sec- 
tion shall,  at  the  final  session  of  each  annual 
meeting,  choose  a  chairman  and  secretary,  to 
serve  until  the  close  of  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

Dr.  J.  K.  HosMER  reported  for  the  com- 
mittee on 

MEMORIAL  TO  JOHN   FISKE. 

Dr.  Hosmer:  The  committee  to  whom  this 
matter  was  referred  thought  it  best  to  pre- 
pare, instead  of  a  formal  preamble  and  reso- 
lution, a  minute  to  be  entered  upon  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  convention.  That  received 
the  approval  of  the  Council.  The  minute  is  as 
follows : 

"The  news  having  reached  us  of  the  un- 
timely death  of  John  Fiske,  once  our  profes- 
sional associate,  we,  the  American  Library 
Association,  desire  to  make  record  of  our 
profound  grief  at  the  departure  of  a  writer 
who  was  a  dominant  force  in  American  liter- 
ature, and  to  express  our  sense  that  in  this 
passing  of  a  great  thinker,  historian,  and 
spiritual  leader,  our  land  and  our  time  have 
sustained  irreparable  loss. 

President  Carr  :  This  minute  will  be  spread 
-upon  the  record  of  the  Proceedings,  having 
laken  the  regular  course. 

•     co-operative  list  of  children's  books. 

C.  R.  Perry:  At  the  last  session  of  the 
Oiildren's  Librarians*  Section  action  was  taken 


looking  towards  a  co-operative  list  of  books 
for  children.  There  were  some  features  con- 
nected with  it  that  were  of  such  a  general 
character  that  we  thought  it  essential  that  the 
plan  come  before  the  Association  in  general 
session,  to  secure  proper  authority  for  us  to 
proceed  with  the  work;  furthermore,  there 
was  no  further  session  of  the  Children's  Li- 
brarians' Section,  so  if  a  report  was  made  at 
all  it  would  have  to  be  made  to  the  A.  L.  A. 
in  general  session.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

To  the  American  Library  Association: 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Children's  Libra- 
rians' Section  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
formulate  some  plan  whereby  a  co-operative 
list  of  children's  books  may  be  produced,  this 
committee  to  report  at  some  general  session. 
We  now  are  ready  and  beg  leave  to  report 
progress. 

We  have  interviewed  over  50  members  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  within  the  last  two  days,  and 
find  a  general  desire  for  such  a  list  More- 
over, the  people  interviewed  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  subscribe  among  them- 
selves a  sum  of  money  necessary  to  cover  the 
cost  of  preparing  such  list  (postage,  tjrpe- 
writing,  stationery,  printing,  etc). 

Your  committee  have  found  that  one  or 
two  days  are  hardly  sufficient  to  enable  us  to 
bring  our  plan  into  perfection.  We  desire 
very  strongly  to  accomplish  the  results  for 
which  we  were  appointed,  and  therefore  ask 
for  more  time.  We  do  respectfully  recom- 
mend and  ask  that  authority  be  given  to  our 
committee  to  proceed  with  the  following  plan : 

(i)  Committee  on  co-operative  children's 
list  to  appoint  six  people  to  collect  the 
subscriptions  which  have  been  prom- 
ised. 

(2)  Some  one  experienced  and  well-known 

librarian  to  be  appointed  by  our  com- 
mittee to  undertake  the  preparation 
of  the  said  list. 

(3)  When  such  person  has  been  appointed 

and  has  accepted,  the  money  raised 
to  be  turned  over  to  that  librarian. 

(4)  Our  committee  to  suggest  to  the  per- 

son undertaking  this  work  a  plan 
whereby  not  only  may  be  secured  the 
approval  or  disapproval  of  librarians 
and  teachers  as  to  the  books  of  the 
tentative  list,  but  also  a  report  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  these  books  have 
been  received  by  the  children  in  all 
parts  of  the  nation. 

(5)  A  final  and  definite  report  to  be  sub- 

mitted at  the  next  conference.  This 
report  to  include  the  books  generally 
accepted  and  those  rejected  as  wdL 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chesley  R.  Perry^  Chairman, 

J.  C.  Dana, 

Eliza  G.  Browning. 
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President  Carr:  This  report  comes  before 
you  in  the  nature  of  a  recommendation,  and 
suitable  action  would  be  to  move  that  the  As- 
sociation appoint  a  general  committee  to  carry 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  report.  That 
committee  might  consist  of  the  members  of 
the  present  committee,  who  drew  this  report  — 
Mr.  Perry,  Mr.  Dana  and  Miss  Browning. 

R.  R.  Bowker:  Is  not  this  a  matter  which 
should  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Publishing  Board?  It  would  then  give  this 
proposed  committee  somewhat  the  relation  to 
the  Publishing  Board  that  is  borne  by  the  ad- 
visory committee  on  printed  catalog  cards. 
Otherwise  we  might  have  a  confusion  of  re- 
sults. 

Mr.  Perry  :  That  matter  was  discussed,  but 
we  felt  that  we  were  preparing  something 
which  at  the  next  convention  might  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Association,  and  then  referred 
to  the  Publishing  Board.  We  are  not  expect- 
ing to  prepare  a  list  for  general  printing  and 
circulation,  but  a  list  which  may  be  brought 
up  at  the  next  conference  as  something  defi- 
nite to  be  referred  to  the  Publishing  Board. 

It  was  Voted,  That  the  committee  acting 
for  the  Children's  Librarians'  Section  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  out  the  work  outlined. 

PRINTED   CATALOG   CARDS. 

Herbert  Putnam:  I  ask  your  indulgence, 
Mr.  President,  for  a  few  words.  The  readi- 
ness of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  take  up  the 
work  of  supplying  printed  cards  has  been 
stated.  For  the  Library  of  Congress,  I  wish 
to  say  that  we  do  not  repudiate  anything  of 
what  has  been  stated  as  to  our  readiness;  it 
must  be  understood,  however,  that  we  are 
justified  in  entering  upon  this  undertaking 
only  in  case  it  presents  a  reasonable  probabil- 
ity of  success.  Now,  for  that  probability  three 
elements  are  essential.  First,  some  body  that 
should  represent  judgment  and  experience,  in 
such  co-operative  work,  and  be  in  touch  with 
the  interests  at  large  of  the  Library  Associa- 
tion. That  body  is  furnished  by  the  Publish- 
ing Board.  Second,  there  was  necessary  some 
office  that  was  directly  in  relation  with  the 
publishers  of  this  country.  That  office  is  the 
Publishers'  Weekly,  and  the  Publishers* 
Weekly  has  generously  offered  to  place  at  our 
disposal   all    of    its    facilities    for   securing 


prompt  information  as  to  every  recent  publi- 
cation. Third,  there  is  a  strong  probability 
that  during  the  first  year  at  least  there  will 
be  some  deficit,  while  the  experiment  is 
merely  beginning.  That  danger  has  been  met. 
Mr.  Bowker,  personally,  has  tendered  a  guar- 
anty amounting,  if  necessary,  to  ^1000,  to 
meet  the  possible  deficit  of  the  undertaking 
during  the  present  calendar  year.  Repudiating 
nothing  of  what  has  been  said  about  the  read- 
iness of  the  Library  of  Congress  to  serve  in 
this  undertaking,  I  nevertheless  wish  this 
matter  to  appear  in  its  proper  proportions,  and 
we  should  not  be  willing  to  have  these  other 
elements  overlooked. 

In  the  absence  of  Thorvald  Solberg^  J.  C. 
Hanson  read  Mr.  Solberg's  paper  on 

BOOK  COPYRIGHT. 

(See  p.  24.) 
George  Iles  read  a  paper  on 

THE  TRUSTEESHIP  OF  LITERATURE. 

(See  p.  16.) 

Mr.  Iles:  I  may  add,  that  when  I  was  in 
England  three  years  ago  and  talked  about  this 
scheme,  one  or  two  asked  me,  "Who  is  going 
to  meet  your  libel  suits?"  I  explained  that 
there  was  already  a  very  large  body  of  re- 
sponsible critics  who  contribute  in  this  coun- 
try, especially  in  this  field;  as,  for  instance, 
the  critics  of  the  American  Historical  Review, 
and  the  notes  that  I  have  in  mind  are  very 
much  of  the  color  of  the  notes  one  reads  in 
such  reviews  —  not  many  of  them  very  black, 
not  many  of  them  very  white;  most  of  them 
a  whitey  brown.  I  have  never  heard  yet  of 
any  libel  suits  against  the  editors  of  the  Amer- 
ican Historical  Review,  even  when  their  re- 
views have  not  been  particularly  amiable.  I 
do  not  think  we  need  to  dread  any  litigation. 
Mr.  Larned  went  to  work  in  organizing  his 
staff  of  contributors  with  great  caution  and 
good  judgment  He  did  not  choose  them 
from  any  one  particular  university,  but  when 
he  heard  that  at  University  "A"  there  was  a 
man  who  was  acknowledged  to  know  the  lit- 
erature of  the  Columbian  period  of  American 
history  better  than  anybody  else,  he  sought  to 
enlist  that  man.  And  Mr.  Larned  has  been 
limited,  of  course,  in  various  ways  that  you 
can  readily  understand,  as  for  instance  when 
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sometimes  a  contributor  has  given  him  notes 
which  he  has  felt  obhged  to  discard.  And 
let  me  say  also  that  in  the  main  the  most  im- 
poitant  work  has  been  done  by  the  professors 
of  history  in  the  colleges  and  universities,  ex- 
cept for  the  period  of  the  Civil  War,  where  the 
late  General  Cox,  who  had  made  a  special 
study  of  that  field,  was  his  contributor.  Mr. 
Lamed's  idea  is  simply  to  find  throughout 
this  country  in  any  particular  field  —  the  Civil 
War  period,  or  the  pre-Columbian  period,  or 
the  settlement  of  the  Northwest  period,  or 
the  war  of  1812  —  the  most  authoritative  and 
trustworthy  man  and  enlarge  his  audience  to 
lake  m  all  the  readers  and  students  in  this 
country,  instead  of  having  him  speak  merely 
to  the  students  of  a  particular  university  or 
to  the  readers  of  a  particular  review. 
Dr.  Richard  T.  Ely  read  a  paper  on  the 

same  subject. 

{See  p.  22.) 

Mr.  Bowker:  Can't  we  have  a  word  from 
Mr.  Thwaites  on  this  question? 

R.  G.  Thwaites  :  I  do  not  suppose  I  ought 
to  speak  on  this  matter,  for  I  am  one  of  Mr. 
Lamed's  contributors.  I  have  done  a  good 
deal  of  annotation,  or  evaluation,  of  this  sort, 
upon  request ;  I  have  a  fair  acquaintance  with 
reviewers,  and  have  done  a  good  deal  of  re- 
viewing myself.  I  know  the  limitations  of 
reviewers,  and  there  is,  I  think,  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  what  Dr.  Ely  says.  I  always  want 
to  know,  when  I  read  a  review,  who  wrote 
the  review;  after  I  know  the  individual  who 
has  written  the  review,  I  make  up  my  mind 
more  or  less  regarding  its  verdict.  Often,  in 
writing  annotations  for  this  work  of  Mr. 
Lamed's  I  have  felt  the  very  serious  responsi- 
bility which  rested  upon  me  as  an  individual 
contributor,  in  seeming  to  crystallize  judg- 
ment for  generations  perhaps  —  if  this  book 
is  to  be  used  for  generations  —  and  the  possi- 
ble harm  that  might  result  from  such  crystal- 
lization. I  know  that  my  point  of  view  will 
be  entirely  different  from  another  man's  point 
of  view.  You  take  four  or  five  men  and  ask 
them  to  write  a  note  on  the  same  book  for 
this  annotated  list,  and  you  will  have  four 
or  five  different  judgments  —  absolutely,  radi- 
cally different.  It  is  perhaps,  a  dangerous 
thing  to  crystallize  these  judgments;  and  yet, 
after  all,  1  sympathize  very  greatly  with  Mr. 


lies'  position.  I  think  the  thing  should  be 
done.  Librarians  are  asked  for  such  judg- 
ments all  the  time.  All  of  us  who  write  text- 
books are  continually  asked  for  annotated 
bibliographies  for  students  to  follow,  and  we 
are  always  passing  judgments  —  other  people 
might  call  them  ''snap"  judgments  —  upon 
various  books.  Great  wisdom  is  necessary  in 
this  matter.  For  instance,  the  other  day  Mr. 
Lamed  sent  a  note  to  two  of  us  who  are  con- 
tributing to  this  annotated  bibliography.  It 
happened  through  some  editorial  mistake  that 
two  notes,  asking  for  comment  on  a  certain 
book,  were  written  to  different  individuals. 
It  was  Dr.  Davis  Dewey,  of  the  Institute  of 
Technology,  who  happened  to  cross  my  path 
and  wrote  a  note  on  the  same  book.  Now  we 
liad  two  absolutely  different  opinions  about 
this  book.  And  yet  it  was  very  natural  I 
had  looked  at  this  book  as  the  story  of  an  ex- 
ploring tour  down  the  Mississippi  valley;  he 
had  looked  at  it  as  a  study  in  sociology  from 
an  economic  standpoint  It  was  exceedingly 
interesting  from  my  standpoint;  it  was  filled 
with  fallacies  and  whims  from  the  standpoint 
of  an  economist  and  sociologist  Well.  I  threw 
up  my  note  and  let  his  stand.  What  are  we 
going  to  do  about  it?  Some  work  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  done,  because  it  is  most  useful; 
but  after  all,  I  think  Dr.  Ely's  word  of  warn- 
ing is  one  that  we  should  take  to  heart  very 
thoroughly.  Personally  I  really  don't  know 
whether  we  ought  to  "evaluate"  literature  or 
not ;  and  yet  I  im  doing  it  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Iles  :  We  expect  that  this  bibliography 
of  Mr.  Larned's,  and  any  others  in  the  same 
series  which  may  follow,  will  appear  also  in 
card  form,  and  I  very  much  desire  when  the 
central  bureau  finds  that  a  particular  note  can 
be  replaced  by  a  better  one,  in  the  light  of  fur- 
ther developments,  that  that  particular  note 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  a  better  and  more 
nearly  just  note  be  substituted;  all  gratuitous- 
ly to  the  subscribing  libraries. 

F.  M.  Crunden  :  I  realize  the  force  of  what 
Dr.  Ely  has  said,  but  I  still  believe  that  this 
work  is  worth  doing,  because  it  is  exceedingly 
valuable  to  us.  We  have  got  to  have  some 
guide.  We  cannot  all  of  us  read  in  all  lines 
and  so  far  as  the  contradictory  notes  referred 
to  go,  it  seems  to  me  that  all  that  was  neces- 
sary was  for  the  editor  to  apply  to  those  two 
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divergent  notes  just  the  remark  that  Mr. 
Thwaites  made  —  that  one  was  written  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  sociologist  and  econo- 
mist, the  other  from  that  of  the  historian  and 
geographer.  From  one  side  it  was  a  good 
book ;  from  the  other  side  a  bad  book. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  I  speak  on  such  a  subject  as 
this  with  very  great  reluctance,  and  yet,  as  a 
librarian  who  has  had  occasion  in  times  past 
to  select  —  I  do  not  have  so  much  occasion 
now,  because  so  much  matter  comes  to  us 
without  inspection  —  I  wish  to  draw  a  distinc- 
tion between  selection  and  exclusion.  Now, 
when  Dr.  Ely  speaks  of  an  index  librorum 
prohibitorum  or  an  index  expurgatorius,  the 
implication  is  that  the  libraries  of  this  country, 
on  advice  or  of  their  own  motion  without  ad- 
vice, are  deliberately  excluding  from  their 
collection  books  of  which  they  disapprove. 
The  librarian,  however,  approaches  the  matter 
in  an  entirely  different  way.  He  has  at  his 
disposal,  for  purchase,  a  very  limited  sum  of 
money ;  a  very  limited  sum  of  money,  no  mat- 
ter how  large  his  library,  for  the  amount  of 
literature  put  upon  the  market  is  practically 
limitless.  Men  of  science  themselves,  after 
contending  for  liberty  of  expression,  do  not 
always  use  that  liberty  with  discretion  or  to 
the  advantage  of  the  community.  Now,  there 
must  be  a  selection.  That  is  the  point  we 
start  from  as  librarians :  that  is  the  duty  laid 
upon  us  —  to  get,  with  the  means  at  our  com- 
mand, the  books  that  will  be  most  useful  to 
our  constituents.  Now,  that  means  choice. 
How  nre  we  to  make  a  choice?  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  a  librarian  in  the  United  States 
who  would  set  himself  up  as  an  arbiter  or  an 
expert  in  every  department  of  literature;  who 
would  claim  to  determine  the  value  of  doc- 
trine, either  in  religion  or  in  economics,  the 
two  departments  of  literature  as  to  which  the 
discrimination  must  be  most  difficult  and  most 
dangerous ;  and  yet  even  in  those  departments 
we  must  choose.  That  means  a  selection. 
What  is  the  alternative,  in  case  we  have  no 
guide?  What  would  Dr.  Ely  offer  us?  Dr. 
Ely,  of  course,  as  any  university  professor, 
has  his  students,  who  arc  studying  not  merely 
one  subject  in  which  they  wish  to  get  the  best 
and  final  opinion,  but  all  opinions,  from  which 
they  are  to  draw  conclusions.  Now,  the  duty 
of  the  librarian  is  simply  to  represent  all  opin- 


ions, and  not  his  own  opinion,  or  his  notion  of 
the  best  opinion,  or  somebody  else's  notion  of 
the  best  opinion ;  but,  given  a  doctrine  which 
is  important,  which  is  attracting  attention,  he 
assumes  that  this  doctrine  must  be  represented 
in  his  collection.  It  is  only  a  question  of  what 
represents  this  doctrine  best  —  not  whether 
the  doctrine  is  right  or  wrong.  If  there  is  a 
book  regarding  which  there  are  two  opinions, 
the  appraisal  may  give  the  two  opinions,  as  all 
appraisals  should,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done. 
The  substance  of  what  I  wish  to  say  is  this: 
our  duty  is  not  one  of  exclusion;  it  is  one  of 
selection,  and  that  fact  is  as  little  understood 
as  any  element  in  library  administration  to- 
day—  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  misun- 
derstanding is  apt  to  be  countenanced  by  the 
librarian.  Take  for  instance  the  case  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  berated  all  over  the 
country  for  excluding  certain  books  from  its 
collection.  Now,  the  Boston  Public  Library 
deliberately  excludes,  to  my  knowledge,  al- 
most no  book.  Its  process  is  of  selection. 
It  receives  about  seven  hundred  volumes  of 
recent  fiction  a  year,  to  consider  for  purchase. 
It  believes  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of 
its  constituents  to  buy  less  than  two  hundred 
titles  and  multiply  copies.  Now,  how  is  it 
going  to  dispose  of  the  other  five  hundred? 
They  are  neither  rebuked,  disapproved  of  or 
placed  in  an  index.  They  are  simply  left  out, 
because  in  tlie  process  of  selection,  che  first 
two  hundred  seem  most  useful  for  the  purpose 
of  the  library. 

Dr.  Ely:  I  was  not  thinking  about  the  li- 
brarians in  my  remarks.  They  must,  of 
course,  make  their  selections  of  books,  but 
what  I  had  in  mind  was  the  bringing,  especial- 
ly in  the  form  of  a  card  catalog,  these  judg- 
ments and  these  appraisals  before  the  reading 
public  all  over  the  entire  country,  and  so  pos- 
sibly forming  opinion,  along  one  line.  For- 
merly librarians  have  had  a  great  many  facili- 
ties to  aid  them  in  making  this  selection  of 
which  Mr.  Putnam  has  spoken.  They  have 
had  the  various  periodicals  with  their  re- 
views: they  could  read  these  and  base  their 
selections  upon  these.  I  had  especially  in 
mind  the  objections  to  crystallizing  opinion 
and  bringing  a  one-sided  opinion,  or  one  kind 
of  an  opinion,  before  the  entire  United  States, 
instead  of  having  opinions  of  one  sort  in  one 
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place  and  opinions  of  another  sort  in  another 
place.  Also,  it  is  the  impartial  nature,  or  the 
apparently  impartial  nature,  of  the  proposed 
"evaluations"  which  seems  to  me  especially 
objectionable.  Of  course,  in  our  college  class- 
rooms, we  give  our  estimates  of  books,  but 
Professor  A  will  give  one  estimate,  and  then 
the  students  go  to  Professor  B's  class-room, 
and  they  hear  another  estimate,  so  that  they 
soon  learn  the  personal  inclinations  and  pref- 
erences of  the  various  professors,  and  can 
soon  oifer  some  explanation  of  the  conditions 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  these  es- 
timates are  formed.  And  the  views  expressed 
in  one  university  are  criticised  very  largely 
by  another  university.  Not  so  I  take  it  with 
the  person  who  ordinarily  consults  the  card 
catalog  of  a  public  library. 

R.  R.  Bowker:  May  I  take  a  moment  from 
my  own  paper  to  say  just  i  word  on  this  sub- 
ject? Questions  are  asked  of  the  librarians, 
and  they  must  be  answered.  To  answer  them 
in  the  fullest  light  instead  of  the  scantiest  is, 
as  I  understand,  the  purpose  of  what  Mr. 
lies  calls  "evaluation."  If  Miss  Smith  —  I 
think  there  are  six  of  her,  so  that  my  re- 
marks are  not  personal  —  comes  from  the  li- 
brary school,  or  after  the  library  school  train- 
ing, to  a  public  library  desk,  she  is  sure  to  be 
asked  questions,  we  will  say,  in  American  his- 
tory. There  may  be  an  information  clerk  to 
refer  them  lo,  or  there  may  not;  but,  as  I 
understand,  this  work  of  Mr.  lies  is  intended, 
not  to  exclude  other  sources  of  information, 
but  to  give  Miss  Smith  opportunity  to  inquire 
and  obtain  the  best  and  widest  available  in- 
formation as  to  the  character  of  a  particular 
book,  or  as  to  its  rating.  If  this  book  were 
to  be  the  sole  and  exclusive  authority,  then 
of  course  we  might  have  a  censorship  in  lit- 
erature, but  I  do  not  understand  that  in  the 
minds  of  the  promotors  of  this  plan  there  is 
any  such  design  to  make  an  exclusive  and 
solely  authoritative  work. 

W.  MnxAKO  Palmer  read  a  paper  on 

THE   RELATIONSHIP   OF    PUBLISHERS^   BOOKSELL- 
ERS^ AND  LIBRARIANS. 

(See  p.  31.) 

R.  R.  Bowker:  There  is,  or  should  be,  I 
take  it,  a  large  purpose  common  to  all  who 
have  to  deal  with  books,  as  intermediaries  be- 


tween the  author  and  the  reader,  whether 
from  the  altruistic  side,  as  the  librarian,  or 
from  the  commercial  side,  as  the  publisher 
and  bookseller.  We  are  familiar  with  one  ex- 
pression of  that  purpose,  to  get  "the  best  read- 
ing for  the  largest  number  at  the  least  cost"; 
and  I,  for  one,  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that 
that  function  is  properly  shared  by  the  two 
dasses  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  that  they  are 
not  in  competition  but  in  co-operation;  I 
mean  the  librarian  and  the  bookseller.  It  is 
a  narrow  view,  it  would  seem,  which  puts  the 
two  in  opposition,  or  even  in  the  position  of 
competitors.  And  just  as  it  seems  that  the 
bookseller  is  wrong  in  feeling  that  the  libra- 
rian is  interfering  with  his  business,  so  I 
think  it  is  wrong  for  the  librarian  to  fee!  that 
the  bookseller  should  in  any  way  be  limited 
or  hampered  or  belittled  in  his  kind  of  work 
of  getting  books  to  the  people.  It  seems  to 
me  a  truism,  indeed,  that  there  is  one  thing 
better  than  a  book  loaned,  and  that  is  a  book 
owned.  The  ideal  library  commtmity  is,  after 
all,  one  in  which  the  people  are  so  well  sup- 
plied with  books  in  their  own  homes  that  the 
function  of  the  library  is  not  so  much  a  great 
circulation,  however  fine  that  may  look  in  the 
statistics,  but  rather  that  of  guide  and  helper 
to  readers  in  the  selection,  and,  if  you  please, 
in  the  "evaluation"  of  books.  The  board  of 
health  in  a  city  or  in  a  state  is,  perhaps,  a 
fair  illustration  of  the  final  function  of  the  li- 
brarian; a  health  board,  in  its  ideal,  is  a 
body  to  promote  sanitation,  to  warn  people 
against  errors,  to  get  rid  of  the  mistake  that 
tuberculosis  is  a  hereditary  disease  from 
which  people  have  to  suffer,  instead  of  one 
which  is  communicated  and  which  can  be 
avoided;  rather  than  a  body  to  furnish  free 
medical  attendance  like  a  dispensary.  So  I 
start  with  the  proposition,  that  it  is  desirable 
for  librarians,  for  public  librarians,  as  such, 
to  encourage  most  of  all  the  formation  and 
owning  of  private  libraries  throughout  their 
bailiwicks. 

Now,  there  has  been  one  difficulty  of  late 
years  in  bringing  about  this  result,  in  the 
most  effective  way,  and  that  difficulty  has 
been  felt  not  only  in  this  country,  but  through- 
out most  countries  —  the  fact  that  competition, 
not  in  quality  but  in  "cut  rate"  price,  has 
practically  taken  away  the  living  of  the  com- 
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cnercial  intermediary  in  the  distribution  of 
books,  the  hire  of  the  laborer  who  is  working 
in  that  particular  vineyard.  That  has  been 
true  in  Germany,  in  France,  in  England,  and 
in  this  country.  It  has  not  prevented  the  sale 
of  books ;  it  seems  not  to  have  limited  the  sale 
of  books ;  but  it  is  probably  true  that  the  dis- 
semination of  the  best  literature  among  the 
mass  of  the  people,  in  private  libraries,  while 
it  has  been  immensely  improved  by  the  library 
system,  has  not  been  promoted  by  the  book- 
selling system  under  present  conditions  as  it 
should  be.  In  Germany,  a  movement  has 
been  on  foot  for  a  few  years  past,  and  has 
been  quite  successful,  to  give  that  particular 
kind  of  librarian,  the  bookseller,  a  fee  more 
worthy  of  his  function ;  a  profit  which  makes 
it  possible  for  him  to  keep  that  sort  of 
library  which  is  distributed  into  private  li- 
braries, i.e.^  the  book  store.  In  France  a 
very  curious  difficulty  is  in  illustration.  There 
the  price  of  books  had  come  to  be  very 
low,  so  low  that  when  a  rise  in  the  price 
of  paper  came,  the  publisher's  business  was 
found  to  be  almost  impossible.  The  reme- 
dy naturally  took  the  shape  of  a  general 
rise  in  price,  a  considerable  rise  in  price  in 
cheaper  books,  sufficient  to  meet  that  particu- 
lar difficulty  and  to  make  possible  at  the  same 
time  a  better  recompense,  a  living  wage,  to 
the  intermediary.  Now,  the  whole  tendency 
of  modern  industrial  development  is  to  get 
rid  of  the  intermediary  as  much  as  possible; 
I.  e.,  to  have  as  few  steps,  of  person  and  of 
cost,  between  the  producer  and  the  consumer 
as  is  practicable.  This  we  may  take  as  fun- 
damental to-day.  It  remains  true,  neverthe- 
less, that  there  must,  as  a  rule,  be  somebody 
between  the  producer  and  the  consumer,  be- 
tween the  person  in  the  great  manufacturing 
center  and  the  remote  distributing  points  on 
the  circumference  to  bring  the  thing  wanted  to 
the  person  who  wants  it;  and  it  is  only  in 
view  of  that  requirement  that  the  bookseller 
is  to  be  considered.  In  that  sense,  as  I  have 
said,  he  seems  a  complement  of  the  librarian, 
and  the  book  store  the  complement  of  the  li- 
brary. Now,  a  librarian  cannot  live  without 
salary,  though  many  live  on  very  small  sala- 
ries, in  the  hope  of  better  things  —  and  one  of 
the  accomplishments  of  the  American  Library 
Association  has  been  to  bring  better  things  to 
die  librarian.    Both  the  dignity  and  the  emol- 


ument of  the  library  profession  have  been,  I 
believe,  increased  greatly  by  the  existence  of 
this  Association.  The  librarian  receives  a 
salary,  and  it  is  not  true,  as  we  all  know, 
that  books  can  be  circulated  freely  from  pub- 
lic libraries  in  the  sense  of  their  being  circu- 
lated without  cost  Indeed,  we  have  occasion 
to  lament  often  that  the  cost  of  circulating  a 
single  volume  is  so  great  It  is  a  fair  ques- 
tion whether  the  cost  of  shelving,  preparing 
for  the  public,  and  in  many  cases,  of  circulat- 
ing a  volume,  is  not  greater  than '  the  fee 
which  the  bookseller  asks  as  his  profit,  his 
wage  in  transferring  that  volume  from  the 
publisher  to  the  reader.  Therefore  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  suggestion  of  which  Mr.  Dewey 
is  the  apostle,  that  the  public  library  should 
take  the  place  of  the  book  store,  that  it  should 
exhibit  recent  books  to  the  public  and  take 
the  public's  orders  for  those  books,  rests  both 
on  an  economic  and  on  a  social  fallacy.  In  a 
word,  work  cannot  be  done  for  nothing,  and 
whether  that  work  is  paid  for  by  the  public 
in  the  shape  of  salaries  or  by  the  private 
buyer  in  the  shape  of  profits  is  a  matter  of 
comparison. 

About  the  time  at  which  the  A.  L.  A.  was 
organized,  in  1876,  there  was  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  book  trade  to  deal  with  this 
question,  and  at  Philadelphia,  in  1876,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  which  a  reform  plan  was 
initiated.  That  plan,  it  seemed  to  me  then  as 
it  seems  to  me  now,  involved  a  fundamental 
mistake,  in  that  it  did  not  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  published  prices.  It  is  evident  that 
books  cannot  be  increased  in  price,  unless 
there  is  a  specific  reason  in  the  price  of  pa- 
per or  some  such  reason,  without  interference 
with  their  sale  and  wide  distribution.  It  is 
poor  policy  for  the  publisher  to  limit  the  sale 
of  his  ware  by  putting  a  higher  price  on  it 
than  the  traffic  will  bear.  At  that  meeting  it 
was  proposed  not  to  alter  the  published  prices 
of  books,  but  to  recognize  formally  the  cus- 
tom of  giving  twenty  per  cent,  discotmt  to  the 
retail  buyer.  The  reform  proceeded  upon 
that  basis,  and  the  system  presently  broke 
down.  Within  a  year  past  there  have  been 
shaped  two  organizations,  the  American  Pub- 
lishers' Association  and  the  American  Book- 
sellers' Association,  which  are  working  in  har- 
mony on  another  plan.  That  plan  is  that  new 
books,  new  copyright  books  (fiction  and  some 
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special  classes  excepted  for  the  time),  should 
be  published  at  a  price  which  recognizes  the 
fact  that  the  published  price  hitherto  has  not 
been  the  real  or  standard  price.  In  other 
words,  a  book  which  was  priced  at  $1.50  it  is 
expected  to  publish  at  twenty  per  cent.,  more 
or  less,  below  that  price,  and  to  make  a  $1.50 
book,  say,  $1.25  or  $1.20;  a  $2  book  $1.60  or 
$1.50,  and  a  $1  book  75  or  80  cents.  This 
plan  recognizes  the  existing  situation,  and  the 
proposal  is  that  the  plan  shall  be  enforced  by 
the  publishers  declining  to  supply  books  to 
booksellers  who  fail  to  maintain  those  stand- 
ard prices.  The  plan  has  worked  out  with 
other  classes  of  specially  owned  articles,  in 
that  respect  similar  to  books,  and  it  has 
worked  with  fair  success. 

There  is  only  one  exception  which  the 
bookseller  is  permitted  under  the  proposed 
regulations  to  make,  and  that  is  a  discount  to 
the  library.  That  discount  is  limited  to  ten 
per  cent.,  and  I  think  it  should  fairly  be 
stated  that  this  may  increase,  perhaps  by  five 
0.'  ten  per  cent.,  the  actual  prices  which  some 
libraries,  at  least,  have  been  paying  for  their 
books.  That  is  a  disadvantage  from  the  li- 
biary  point  of  view  which  must  be  faced.  1 
do  not  know  that  it  will  increase  the  price  in 
the  case  of  libraries  generally.  In  the  case 
of  the  public,  it  has  been  true  that  while  many 
have  paid  the  lower  price  for  the  books,  others 
have  been  asked  the  full  published  price,  so 
that  there  has  been  an  inequality  of  price 
where  the  person  best  equipped  in  one  sense, 
least  equipped  in  another,  has  had  the  advan- 
tage of  the  lower  price.  In  other  words, 
the  person  who  had  most  books  and  knew 
most  about  them,  got  the  book  at  a  very 
low  price,  and  the  person  who  was  really 
most  in  need  of  the  book,  because  he  knew 
less,  had  to  pay  the  full  price  for  it.  I  do 
rot  believe  myself  that  that  is  the  right  or  a 
good  way  of  doing  business.  It  would  not  be 
the  method  which  you  would  permit  in  libra- 
ries, of  treating  one  person  differently  from 
another,  because  the  fundamental  proposition 
of  this  Association  is  that  the  public  should 
be  treated  equally  and  justly.  Take  it  alto- 
gether, I  for  one  believe  that  although  in 
some  cases  there  may  be  this  slight  rise  in 
cost  to  the  library,  the  whole  library  situation, 
01,  I  should  say,  the  whole  book  situation, 
would  be  so  much  improved  by  the  proposed 


change  that  it  would  be  to  the  general  advan- 
tage of  the  libraries  to  suffer  that  specific  dis- 
advantage. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
grasping  in  human  nature,  and  it  mi^t  be 
very  wise  for  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, in  one  sense  representing  the  public,  to 
come  into  official  relation  with  this  matter 
and  be  the  guardian  of  the  buying  interests, 
to  the  extent  of  making  sure  that  there  is  a 
real  reduction  in  the  prices  of  books  00  this 
scheme.  The  large-minded  publishers  will 
doubtless  see  their  interests  in  making  the  re- 
duction throughout  on  the  copyright  books 
which  are  to  be  published  on  this  plan.  There 
are  others  who  may  not  see  this  advantage, 
and  who  may  attempt,  under  the  new  plan,  to 
set  as  high  a  price  on  the  book  as  under  the 
old  plan.  If  we  had  a  committee  of  this  As- 
sociation on  relations  with  the  book  trade,  it 
might  be  possible  for  such  a  committee,  known 
to  be  on  the  alert,  to  prevent  or  remedy  cases 
of  that  sort,  and  I  trust  such  a  committee  will 
be  appointed  by  this  body,  or  by  its  Council, 
as  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  moving. 

I  should  feel  some  hesitancy  in  speaking 
to  this  Association  from  the  two  points  of 
view,  of  relation  with  the  book  trade  and  of 
relation  with  the  library  interests;  it.,  of 
speaking  as  the  editor  of  the  Publishers' 
Weekly  and  as  the  editor  of  the  Library 
Journal,  but  for  the  fact  that  I  believe  the 
interests  to  be  one.  I  may,  however,  make 
the  personal  explanation  that  while  it  seems 
to  me  that  a  journalist  cannot  write  that  in 
which  he  does  not  believe,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  journalist  who  is  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  a  representative  journal  cannot  inter- 
polate his  own  opinion  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
opinion  of  the  class  whom  he  is  supposed  to 
represent;  for  that  reason  I  have  taken  the 
position  in  my  own  office  that  in  case  the  li- 
brary interests  should  come  in  conflict  with 
the  publishing  interests,  I  will  give  over  that 
particular  subject  to  some  librarian,  who, 
using  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Library 
Journal,  will  represent  distinctively,  free  from 
any  interest  in  the  book  trade,  the  views  of 
the  Library  Association  and  of  the  library  in- 
terests at  large.  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
say  that  in  case  the  opinion  of  this  Associa- 
tion is  adverse  to  the  plan  which  I  have  been 
outlining,  the  Library  Journal  will  take  that 
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course  in  presenting  fairly  and  fully  the 
views  of  the  profession.  When  the  whole 
question  is  threshed  out;  when  such  a  com- 
mittee has  discussed,  perhaps  with  the  pub- 
lishers' association  itself,  whether  there  should 
not  be  a  somewhat  greater  discount  to  the 
librarian,  to  equalize  the  old  rates ;  when  such 
a  committee  expostulates  with  individual  pub- 
lishers against  an  abuse  of  this  plan,  I  believe 
that  the  result  will  be,  on  the  whole,  to  pro- 
mote the  wide  and  useful  dissemination  of 
books,  and  I  trust  that  any  action  which  is 
taken,  if  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Asso- 
ciation or  by  its  Council,  will  be  in  view  of 
the  wider  co-operation  in  which  these  two  in- 
terests should  work.  Let  me  remind  you  that 
the  bookseller  cannot  live  without  earning  his 
living  any  more  than  the  librarian,  and  it  is 
not  quite  fair  perhaps  for  those  of  us  who  are 
protected  by  salaries  to  impeach  the  fair  liv- 
ing which  the  bookseller  earns  in  another 
way.  The  book  store  should  exist  in  every 
community,  alongside  the  library.  We  know 
as  a  matter  of  -fact  that  even  our  large 
cities,  certainly  our  small  cities,  even  more 
our  towns,  are  very  ill  equipped  with  book 
stores;  that  in  many  places  they  are  notable 
for  their  absence  rather  than  for  their  pres- 
ence. This  element  of  active  work  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  books  should,  I  Ifclieve,  come 
back  more  to  our  American  life.  It  cannot 
come  back,  apparently,  under  present  condi- 
tions, and  any  movement,  it  seems  to  me, 
should  have  the  helping  hand  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
that  tends  to  put  the  American  bookseller  on 
a  plane  with  the  librarian  as  an  agent  for  the 
dissemination  of  the  best  books  at  the  least 
cost  to  the  most  people,  and  I  emphasize  "at 
the  least  cost,"  meaning  the  least  cost  at 
which  the  service  can  be  rightfully  performed. 
Adjourned  at  12.45  p.m. 

SIXTH  SESSION, 

(Fountain  Spring  House,  Tuesday  after- 
noon, July  9.) 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.15  p.m. 
by  President  Carr,  who  announced  that  the 
discussion  would  be  continued  from  the  morn- 
ing session,  on  the  subject 

THE  RELATIONSHIP  OF  PUBLISHERS,  BOOKSELLERS 

AND  LIBRARIANS. 

Melvil  Dewey:  There  seems  to  be  an  im- 


pression on  the  part  of  some  that  the  attitude 
I  have  taken  in  regard  to  this  question  is  for 
the  sake  of  starting  up  discussion.  I  am  quite 
sincere  in  what  I  say  and  in  what  I  believe  in 
regard  to  it.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  noth- 
ing could  be  more  unfortunate  than  for  any  of 
us  to  get  into  an  attitude  of  antagonism  with 
the  publishers  and  booksellers.  There  was 
something  like  that  twenty-five  years  ago; 
their  organization  and  ours  began  at  the  same 
time.  There  were  some  who  wanted  to  fight 
with  the  booksellers  and  publishers.  I  think 
that  is  all  wrong.  I  am  heartily  in  sympathy 
with  nearly  everything  that  Mr.  Bowker  said 
this  morning,  and  with  what  has  appeared  in 
the  columns  of  the  Publishers'  Weekly.  I 
read  every  page  of  it.  I  believe  so  pro- 
foundly in  the  value  of  the  bookman's  work 
that,  when  formulating  definitions  of  our 
university  studies,  as  to  what  a  full-fledged 
university  should  be,  I  insisted  it  should 
include  publishing  research  and  publication, 
not  only  the  preservation  of  learning.  It 
is  because  I  have  so  profound  a  respect 
for  what  may  be  done  by  the  book  trade, 
as  we  call  it,  that  I  believe  in  these  things. 
But  the  discussion  this  morning  seemed  to 
be  very  much  on  the  line  of  Ruskin's  at- 
tack on  railroads,  which  he  said  always  were 
devices  of  the  devil,  and  he  said  it  very  elo- 
quently. You  heard  the  same  talk  about  tiie 
trolley  lines — about  the  whitening  bones  of  the 
young  innocents  that  had  been  killed  by  them. 
We  were  assured  that  bicycles  were  to  destroy 
the  horse  trade  entirely,  yet  horses  now  bring 
double  what  they  did  before.  Twenty-five 
years  ago,  I  remember  a  very  prominent  man 
most  earnestly  pointing  out  just  what  was 
pointed  out  this  morning — that  the  A.  L.  A. 
and  the  public  libraries  were  simply  devices  to 
injure  the  interests  of  publishers  and  booksell- 
ers. And  the  attitude  of  men  on  these  things 
is  based  on  what  Mr.  Bowker  called  "an  eco- 
nomic and  social  fallacy."  I  like  the  phrase; 
only  he  was  fitting  it  to  me.  and  I  fit  it  to  him, 
and  it  is  for  you  to  decide  which  is  right.  The 
question  hinges  on  what  we  understand  the 
library  to  be.  If  the  library  is  like  a  black- 
smith shop,  or  shoe  store,  or  somethmg  of 
that  kind,  then  he  is  right.  If  the  library  is 
an  essential  part  in  our  system  of  education 
and  a  necessity  for  our  civilization,  then  I 
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am  right  In  New  York  we  still  have  the 
plank  road  and  the  toll-gate,  and  we  are  just 
taking  them  over  for  public  use  — buying  them 
and  abolishing  the  tolls,  so  that  the  public's 
right  to  use  the  roads  has  come  back  to  them. 
All  the  arguments  we  heard  this  morning 
would  fit  the  question  of  abolishing  the 
toll-roads.  A  great  many  people  keep  no 
horses.  Why  should  they  be  taxed  to  main- 
tain the  roads  ?  We  have  the  fire  department. 
We  do  not  tax  only  the  people  whose  houses 
arc  on  fire.  It  is  a  public  necessity.  We 
have  the  best  illustration  of  the  case  in  our 
schools.  The  tax-supported  high  school  has 
killed  off  a  number  of  private  schools,  and 
eftimable  people  who  were  earning  their  liv- 
ing that  way  were  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment And  the  tax-supported  high  school 
is  in  analogy  with  the  public  library.  It  has 
offered  instruction  free  and  has  ruined  the 
business  of  others.  It  is  so  with  many 
professional  schools.  A  transition  has  been 
going  on  very  rapidly.  The  last  big  fight  we 
have  been  having  is  over  the  business  col- 
leges, some  of  which  are  directed  by  mere 
charlatans,  and  others  by  those  who  are  giv- 
ing admirable  instruction,  doing  their  work 
v/ell.  But  they  have  outlived  their  time.  The 
public  demanded  that  certain  instruction  of 
this  kind  should  be  made  available  cheaply  to 
all  the  people. 

Now,  we  have  been  charged  with  wanting 
to  abolish  the  bookseller.  I  never  said  any- 
thing about  abolishing  him.  It  is  like  saying 
that  because  the  tadpole  is  going  to  be  a 
frog  we  are  abolishing  the  tadpoles.  It  is 
nature  that  does  it;  it  is  a  matter  of  growth. 
Or  it  is  like  saying  that  the  entomologist  in 
pointing  out  that  the  moth  is  going  to  develop 
into  the  butterlly,  is  abolishing  all  the  moths. 
So  the  good  booksellers,  if  they  go  on  with 
the  work  of  supplying  the  public  with  good 
reading,  will  do  it  through  the  agency  of  the 
public  library,  where  they  can  do  it  cheaper. 
When  we  are  sure  that  a  certain  thing  ought 
to  be  done;  that  it  is  a  good  thing;  and,  sec- 
condly,  when  we  are  sure  that  it  can  te  done 
cheaper  than  in  any  other  way,  we  are  not 
inclined  to  waste  a  great  deal  of  time  theor- 
izing over  anybody's  philosophy  as  to  whether 
it  is  a  proper  thing  to  do  or  not.  We  want 
the  right  things  done  in  the  best  and  cheap- 
est way.     I  am  sorry  to  see  the  old-time 


bookseller,  who  did  good  work,  crowded  out 
of  the  field.  I  do  not  see  any  way  in  which 
he  can  save  himself,  except  in  the  largest 
dties.  I  am  sorry  to  see  a  great  many  of  the 
old  schools,  the  secondary  schools,  crowded 
out  of  business  and  entirely  replaced  by  tfie 
t9x-supported  schools.  I  do  not  understand 
that  it  is  our  purpose,  either  in  this  Associa- 
tion, or  in  life,  to  be  studying  how  we  are 
going  to  feed  every  man  after  the  system 
which  has  fed  him  up  to  the  present  time  is 
abolished.  If  the  man  is  good  for  anydung; 
he  will  earn  his  wages;  and  it  is  utterly  ^- 
lacious  to  say  a  thing  is  wrong  because  some- 
body is  going  to  lose  his  business.  When 
the  railroad  was  built  a  great  many  worthy 
men  who  drove  stage  coaches  were  driven 
out  of  business  in  just  that  way.  Every  mod- 
em improvement  does  that;  new  machinery 
of  all  kinds  has  the  effect  of  driving  people 
rut  of  employment;  but,  in  the  long  nm,  it 
pays. 

I  ought  to  say  in  the  first  place  that  the 
suggestion  that  the  librarian  would  sell  books 
for  a  profit  is  one  of  those  queer  things  that 
crop  out  in  connection  with  all  great  move- 
ments.   I  never  yet  heard  of  any  library  that 
was  buying  books  and  distributing  than.    I 
believe  that  the  library  will  order  books  in 
connection  with  other  work.    My  thesis  is 
this:  the  book  owned  is  a  great  deal  better 
than  the  book  loaned.    I  believe  it  is  better 
for  a  man  to  own  a  book  than  to  borrow  it; 
that  it  is  legitimate,  at  public  expense,  to  show 
him  that  book  in  the  library  and  hand  it  to 
him  as  his  book — just  as  legitimate  an  ex- 
pense, every  way,  as  it  is  to  employ  a  roan  to 
sell  people  books  so  that  they  won't  patronize 
the  Booklovers'  Library.    I  think  the  whole 
thing  hinges  there.    It  is  not  a  matter  of  the- 
ory, but  of  fact    If  that  is  what  we  want  to 
accomplish,  can  we  do  it  best  with  the  book 
store  or  with  the  library?    I  contend  that  it 
is  impossible  to  rehabilitate  the  old  bookseller, 
any  more  than  the  old  private  school,  which 
could   be   done   only   by   endless   means  in 
endowment.    I  do  not  believe  we  should  try, 
because  it  can  be  done  better  and  cheaper  hi 
another  way ;  because  the  library  has  the  books 
on  its  shelves.    The  statistics  this  morning 
showed  that  the  bookseller  is  dyine  out   I 
believe  it  to  be  entirely  impossible  to  re- 
habilitate that  profession.    If  in  the  library  it 
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becomes  a  recognized  principle  that  the  library 
is  supported  at  public  expense  for  the  purpose 
of  lending  books.  I  am  confident  that  the  pub- 
lic will  demand  it  to  be  done  in  that  way.  I  am 
confident  of  another  thing.    You  have  only  to 
consult  your  catalogs  to  see  the  remarkable 
development  of  the  last  decade  in  publishing 
which  is  done  by  endowed  universities  and 
colleges  and  of  learned   societies.     See  the 
great  body  of  technical  journals  that  have  been 
turned   over   the   university  presses.    Every 
university  that  pretends  to  accomplish  much 
now  has  a  press,  and  is  developing  it  with 
great  rapidity.    It  was  said  this  morning  that 
the  publisher  hinged  on  the  cash;  that  the 
bookseller  hinged  on  that.    Ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen, the  cash  profit  is  not  a  proper  scale  in 
which  to  weigh  the  questions  in  which  we  are 
interested.    When  you  take  questions  of  edu- 
cation, or  religion,  or  philanthropy,  and  put 
them  on  a  question  of  cash  profit,  you  are  in  an 
absolutely  false  attitude.    I  do  not  mean  by 
that  that  we  must  not  regard  business  con- 
ditions.   We  must  know  how  to  pav  for  our 
coal  and  our  rent,  but  not  a  dividend  in  dollars 
and  cents.    And  the  moment  my  antagonist 
says  that  this  question  is  to  be  measured  by  a 
cash  dividend.  I  say  he  is  ruled  out  of  court 
in  any  body  of  librarians  who  are  giving  their 
lives  and  their  work  at  salaries  not  at  all  com- 
mensurate,  but   who   make  dividends   on  a 
higher  plane.    There  is  no  occasion  for  an  at- 
titude of  hostility;  nor,  I  take  it,  for  me  to 
take  issue  on  this  new  proposition  in  regard 
to  prices  to  libraries.    There  is  not  a  librarian 
in  this  room  who  has  all  the  money  he  wants. 
If  prices  rise  ten  per  cent.,  it  will  diminish 
the  number  of  books  he  can  buy.    I  followed 
the  argument  this  morning.    If  it  is  correct, 
there  is  only  one  thing  we  can  do.    We,  as 
librarians,  are  cutting  into  the  revenues  of 
these  men,  and  we  ought  not  only  not  to  ask 
a  discount  but  librarians  ought  to  pay  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  in  addition,  because  we  are 
cutting  into  their  revenues.    We  ought  to  ap- 
point a  committee,  which  without  a  bit  of  the 
spirit  of  antagonism,  should  meet  the  pub- 
lishers and  booksellers  and  point  out  all  over 
the  United  States  large  consumers  who  buy 
for  cash.    I  think  it  is  a  practical  mistake  to 
try  to  force  up  the  price,  and  that  we  are 
bound  as  custodians  of  this  money  that  is  put 
in  our  hands,  firmly  and  courteously,  but,  I 


am  sure,  with  the  most  friendly  relations  on 
both  sides,  to  see  that  the  prices  of  our  books 
shall  not  be  cut  down. 

I  say,  therefore,  in  summing  up,  after  an 
observation  of  thirty  years,  that  I  am  confi- 
dent that  the  library  of  this  century  is  go- 
ing to  asstmie  those  educational  functions, 
and  that  among  the  most  prominent  of  these 
is  the  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  people  who 
wish  to  make  their  lives  wealthier  in  arts  or 
trades  the  books  of  power  and  of  inspiration. 
The  public  library  cannot  afford  not  to  put 
into  their  hands  at  a  minimum  price  the  books 
they  want  to  read.  And,  logically  we  shall 
be  forced  in  that  direction.  You  will  find  that 
this  tendency  is  growing  all  the  while,  and  we 
will  have  to  put  the  library  squarely  alongside 
the  high  school.  Indeed  the  library  in  its 
development  is  following  exactly  the  line  of 
development  of  the  tax-supported  high  school 
and  for  that  same  reason,  that  in  the  high 
school  we  now  offer  instruction  free,  the  li- 
brary will  offer  books  for  sale  without  projit 
—  there  should  be  no  profit  in  the  library  — 
and  will  lend  books  freely,  and  will  with  regret 
kill  the  local  book  store  and  supplant  it  by 
something  that  is  worth  a  great  deal  more. 

W.  I.  Fletcher:  I  have  been  so  long  on 
the  Publishing  Board  with  Mr.  Dewey  that  I 
have  got  thoroughly  in  the  habit,  when  he  gets 
through,  of  saying  something  on  the  other 
side.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  few  words  might 
be  said  to  clarify  this  subject.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  as  Mr.  Dewey  has  said,  that  a 
book  store  that  is  worth  anything  could  not 
be  established  in  every  place  in  the  country. 
There  ought  to  be  something  of  the  sort, 
even  if  it  is  a  public  library.  The  book  stores 
exist  only  in  places  where  it  is  commercially 
possible,  and  that  number  of  places  is  very 
limited.  Now  I  suppose  that  if  we  could  as- 
certain the  communities  where  it  is  not  com- 
mercially possible  for  a  book  store  to  be  car- 
ried on,  we  should  none  of  us  have  any  ob- 
jection— it  seems  to  me  most  of  us  would 
favor  the  idea — that  the  public  library  should, 
to  some  extent,  take  the  place  of  the  book 
store  in  supplying  books  to  the  would-be  own- 
ers in  such  a  community.  That  leaves  the 
question  confined  to  those  places  where  a  book 
store  is  commercially  impossible,  probably  to 
those  places  where  book  stores  have  been, 
even  with  difficulty,  maintained  under  past 
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conditions.  I  should  be  willing,  for  my  own 
part,  to  do  all  I  could  in  securing  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  good  book  store  where  there  is 
not  one,  where  it  is  commercially  possible  to 
maintain  one.  Where  it  is  not,  it  would  be  a 
good  thing  to  let  the  library  sell  the  books. 
I  am  greatly  impressed  with  the  argument  as 
to  the  advantages  of  a  book  store  in  a  com- 
munity where  it  can  be  maintained.  So  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  not  very  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  us,  after  all,  as  I  dare 
say  those  who  spoke  this  morning  would  not 
object  seriously  to  the  distribution  of  books 
for  sale  through  the  libraries,  where  there 
is  no  hope  of  having  a  local  book  store.  As 
to  the  amount  of  discount  under  this  new  ar- 
rangement, I  am  entirely  in  accord  with  Mr. 
Dewey  in  wishing  that  the  Association  might 
present  whatever  are  the  views  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. On  the  subject  of  the  amount  of 
discount  that  wc  ought  to  have,  I  should  hard- 
ly feel  that  the  booksellers  were  treating  us 
right  in  this  country  if  they  should  follow  the 
custom  of  the  German  publishing  trade  and 
refuse  any  discount  at  all ;  and  it  is  a  question 
whether  the  ten  per  cent,  which  they  propose 
to  allow  under  this  new  system  is  enough.  I 
have  advised  our  library  committee  to  express 
a  hearty  readiness  to  accede  to  the  proposed 
arrangement,  to  take  the  ten  per  cent,  dis- 
count, and  we  have  given  our  adhesion  to  it. 
Perhaps  that  was  somewhat  hasty,  before  the 
librarians  in  general  had  an  opportunity  to 
act ;  but  I  do  not  believe  anything  very  differ- 
ent from  that  will  be  the  attitude  of  the  libra- 
rians at  large.  We  might  in  time,  for  exam- 
ple, make  it  fifteen  per  cent,  but  I  am  sure 
that  could  not  be  done  at  present.  I  am 
heartily  in  s)rmpathy  with  the  movement  that 
will  make  it  possible  to  have  a  good  book 
store,  which  I  believe  every  librarian  would 
like  to  have  in  his  place. 

W.  M.  Palmer:  I  wish  to  say  just  this: 
Of  course  in  the  lack  of  time  that  was  ac- 
corded me,  it  is  difficult  to  say  all  that  can  be 
said  on  the  subject,  and  explain  the  by-paths, 
and  so  forth;  but,  as  I  intimated  at  the  in- 
troduction of  my  paper,  I  simply  stated  what 
I  said  as  facts,  and  while  we  wish  a  great 
many  things  to  be  different,  we  realize  that 
they  cannot  be  reached  in  a  certain  direction 
all  at  once.  In  order  to  bring  the  bookselling 
business  to  a  basis  which  will  enable  the  book- 
seller to  live,  some  reform  had  to  take  place. 


The  publishers  have  seen  fit  to  instittite  the 
reform  which  has  been  outlined  to-day.  When 
I  spoke  this  morning,  for  instance,  of  the  fad 
that  some  librarians  ordered  books  for  friends 
and  others  at  the  discounts  which  the  library 
and  they  themselves  received  from  the  book- 
sellers, I  did  not  wish  to  impute  any  wrong 
motive  to  the  librarian  in  doing  that.  It  is  a 
n.atter  within  the  knowledge  of  the  booksell- 
ers, and  the  booksellers  wink  at  it  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  element  of  dishonesty  in 
it,  because  the  bookseller  who  sold  the  book  to 
the  librarian  knew  it  was  again  to  be  sold  to 
some  friend  of  the  librarian. 

R.  R.  Bowker:  In  offering  a  resolution, 
I  wish  to  say  just  a  word  or  two.  I  had  not 
expected  Mr.  Dewey  to  make  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  public  library,  for  certainly  there 
would  be  no  disagreement  on  that  point  in 
this  room.  Where  he  went  further  and  sug- 
gested that  the  salaried  librarian  should  be- 
come the  commercial  bookseller,  I  think  and 
I  hope  that  there  are  few  to  follow  him  to 
that  length  of  argument  As  to  the  Book- 
lovers'  Library,  of  course  that  is  not  at  all  in 
analogy  with  the  public  library,  and  I  want 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  call  attention  to 
what  seems  to  me  an  admirable  use  of  the 
Booklovers'  Library*  scheme,  so  long  as  it  can 
hold  out  Mr.  Carr  has  told  me  that  he  has 
looked  upon  the  Booklovers'  Library  as  a 
very  useful  overflow  or  safety-valve  for  the 
public  library.  When  thirty-five  people  cmne 
at  once  and  want  "Quincy  Adams  Sawyer," 
and  a  librarian  sees  that  the  two  copies  that 
could  be  put  on  the  shelves  would  not  meet 
the  demand,  he  would  say  to  himself  "I  cannot 
rightly  spend  the  money  for  thirty-five  cop- 
ies," and  therefore  he  would  say  to  the  thirty- 
thiee,  "You  can  go  to  the  Booklovers'  li- 
brary and  get  these  new  books  just  when  you 
want  them."  So  this  library  may  be  a  relief 
to  the  librarian  who  is  conscientious  in  the 
spending  of  his  money. 

The  resolution  which  I  now  ask  to  move  is 
that  the  Council  be  requested  to  appoint  a 
committee  on  relations  with  the  book  trade, 
to  which  this  question  shall  be  referred. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

The  general  session  was  then  adjourned* 
and  there  followed  a  Round  Table  meeting  on 
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(See  p.  171.) 


SEVENTH  SESSION. 


141 


SEVENTH  SESSION, 

(Fountain     Spring     House,     Wednesday 
MORNING,  July  10.) 

President  Carr  called  the  meeting  to  order 
at  10  a.m.,  and  after  local  announcements  by 
the  secretary  called  upon  the  tellers  to  report 
upon 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  result  of  the  balloting  was  announced 
by  the  secretary  as  follows : 

President:  John  S.  Billings,  103. 

1st  Vice-president:  J.  K.  Hosmer,  103. 

2d  Vice-president:  Electra  C.  Doren,  104. 

Secretary:  Frederick  W.  Faxon,  104. 

Treasurer:  Gardner  M.  Jones,  105. 

Recorder:  Helen  E.  Haines,  105. 

Trustee  of  Endowment  Fund:  Charles  C 
Soule,  81. 

A.  L.  A.  Council:  M.  E.  Ahem,  loi ;  E.  H. 
Anderson,  104;  Johnson  Brigham,  104;  John 
Thomson,  104;  H.  M.  Utley,  105. 

The  president  then  announced  that  the  As- 
sociation would  be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr. 
Putnam,  as  chairman  of  the 

COMMITTEE  ON   RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  Putnam:  The  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions has  suffered  the  usual  embarrassments 
of  committees  on  resolutions.  It  has  been 
compelled  to  abstain  from  expressions  which 
might  seem  hyperbole,  and  from  designating 
by  name  many  services  that  prefer  to  remain 
anonymous. 

It  is  the  custom  of  certain  associations  to 
make  acknowledgment  to  those  speakers  on 
the  program  not  members  of  the  conference. 
That  is  not  customary  with  the  A.  L.  A.  Had 
it  been,  I  should  have  had  a  special  pleasure 
in  proposing  an  acknowledgment  to  Professor 
Ely  for  his  presence  and  paper  yesterday.  It 
is  no  slight  compliment  to  the  Association 
when  a  thinker  and  writer  so  eminent  as  Dr. 
Ely  is  willing  to  lay  his  views  before  it.  It 
is,  in  a  sense,  a  greater  compliment  when  his 
views  prove  unfavorable  to  some  undertaking 
which  the  Association  is  inclined  to  approve. 
It  implies  that  our  action  may  be  important, 
and  therefore  our  judgment  worth  convinc- 
ing. Could  the  Association  convince  Dr.  Ely, 
great  advantage  indeed  might  result.  For 
should  a  selected  list  of  books  in  economics 


be  undertaken  with  helpful  notes  —  I  will  not 
say  "evaluations,"  or  "appraisals"  —  but  help- 
ful notes,  Dr.  Ely's  aid  would  be  one  of  those 
first  sought. 
The  resolutions  follow : 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation, in  concluding  a  meeting  that  has 
been  one  of  the  most  largely  attended  and 
most  successful  in  its  history,  desires  to  ex- 
press its  hearty  obligation  to  the  various  com- 
mittees and  individuals  who  have  made  con- 
siderate arrangements  for  its  comfort,  and  in 
many  an  agreeable  incident  acted  as  its  hosts. 
In  particular : 

To  the  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commis- 
sion for  its  efficient  general  arrangements  for 
the  conference; 

To  the  Citizens'  Executive  Committee  and 
Women's  Qubs  of  Waukesha,  for  the  attrac- 
tive drives  about  the  city,  for  the  pleasant 
evening  reception  at  the  Fountain  Spring 
House,  and  for  various  attentive  courtesies ; 

To  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Waukesha,  for  the  use  of  the  church  for 
the  public  meeting  on  July  4; 

To  Senator  A.  M.  Jones,  for  the  opportu- 
nity to  visit  Bethesda  Park  and  enjoy  there 
the  concert  given  by  him  complimentary  to 
the  Association; 

To  the  trustees,  librarian  and  staff  of  the 
Milwaukee  Public  Library,  for  the  opportu- 
nity to  inspect  the  library  under  most  favor- 
able conditions,  and  to  the  junior  members  of 
the  staff  for  the  appetizing  refreshments 
served  in  connection  with  the  visit ; 

To  the  resident  librarians  of  Madison,  the 
Forty  Thousand  Qub,  and  various  citizens, 
for  the  drive  through  the  city  and  delightful 
parkways  of  Madison ;  to  the  resident  women 
librarians,  the  Madison  Woman's  Qub,  and 
the  Emily  Bishop  League,  for  the  luncheon 
which  was  provided  so  substantially  for  the 
great  company  of  visitors;  and  in  general  to 
the  chairmen  and  members  of  the  several  local 
committees  representing  the  state,  the  city, 
and  various  institutions  and  organizations, 
who  contrived  so  excellentlv  for  the  accom- 
modation and  enjoyment  01  the  Association 
in  its  visit  to  Madison. 

The  Association  deems  itself  fortunate  in- 
deed in  having  hdd  its  meeting  within  reach 
of  two  achievements  in  library  architecture  so 
notable  as  the  library  buildings  at  Madison 
and  at  Milwaukee. 

The  Association  would  add  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  endeavor  of  the  management  of 
the  Fountain  Spring  House  to  convenience  in 
every  way  the  business  of  the  conference ;  and 
its  obligation  for  the  special  provision  made  by 
the  management  for  its  entertainment  on  two 
evenings  of  the  conference. 
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The  Association  is  aware  that  in  addition  to 
the  hospitalities  which  it  has  enjoyed,  many 
have  been  proflFered  which  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted without  injustice  to  the  affairs  of  busi- 
ness which  were  the  proper  purpose  of  the  con- 
ference. It  desires  to  record  its  acknowledg- 
ment of  these  also,  and  of  the  kindly  consid- 
eration of  the  hosts  who  in  deference  to  this 
purpose  have  been  willing  to  forego  inclin- 
ations which  it  would  have  been  a  generous 
pleasure  to  themselves  to  have  carried  into 
effect. 


Herbert  Putnam, 

J.  C.  Dana, 

Mary  Wright  Plummer, 


Committee 
on  Resolutions, 


The  report  of  the  committee  was  unan- 
imously adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

President  Carr  :  This  report  having  brought 
to  a  conclusion  the  general  business  of  the 


Association,  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  just 
a  word  before  we  dissolve  this  general  set- 
sion,  which  is  to  be  followed  by  a  round  table 
meeting  in  this  room.  The  chair  can  only 
say  to  you  that  he  appreciates  more  than  he 
can  express,  even  had  he  more  vigorous  and 
full  command  of  language  than  he  possesses, 
all  that  has  been  done  by  members,  officers, 
chairmen  of  committees,  one  and  all,  to  aid 
in  the  transaction  of  business  and  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  conference.  The  chair  also 
wishes  to  congratulate  you  upon  what  yon 
yourselves  have  done  to  make  this  meeting  a 
happy  one,  and  trusts  that  it  may  long  be  re- 
membered by  us  all,  and  that  we  may  all  long 
continue  to  work  together  in  the  A.  L.  A. 
Adjourned  at  10.30  a.m. 


COLLEGE  AND  REFERENCE  SECTION. 


T^HE  College  and  Reference  Section  of  the 
American  Library  Association  was  called 
to  order  in  the  parlors  of  the  Fountain  Spring 
House  at  2.40  p.m.  on  July  6,  Mr.  W.  I. 
Fletcher  being  in  the  chair. 

The  program  was  opened  by  an  address  by 
the  chairman  on 

some  2OTH  CENTURY  LIBRARY  PROBLEMS. 

The  20th  century  is  undoubtedly  something 
of  a  fad  already  with  public  speakers.  I 
should  hesitate  to  speak  of  20th  century  prob- 
lems in  library  work  were  there  not  a  special 
justification  for  noting  chronologic  epochs  in 
connection  with  the  modern  library  move- 
ment. It  was  almost  precisely  at  the  middle 
of  the  century  that  this  movement  took  its 
rise  in  the  passage  of  the  first  public  library 
laws  in  England  and  in  New  England.  And 
again  it  was  at  the  very  middle  of  the  last 
half  century,  in  the  year  1876,  that  this  Asso- 
ciation was  formed  and  the  Library  Journal 
started.  (I  may  be  excused  for  merely  allud- 
ing to  the  fact,  parenthetically,  that  Melvil 
Dewey  graduated  from  Amherst  College  in 
1874.)  And  now  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
new  century  the  library  movement  receives 
an  enormous  impetus  from  the  benefactions  of 
Andrew  Carnegie,  not  only  in  themselves 
multiplying  and  increasing  libraries,  but  serv- 


ing as  a  great  stimulus  to  towns  and  cities 
and  states  as  well  as  to  individuals,  so  that 
his  indirect  contribution  to  the  cause  of  libra- 
ries will  probably  far  outweigh  his  direct 
gifts,  princely  as  they  are. 

The  library  problems  of  the  20th  century 
sum  themselves  up  in  one,  the  problem  of  ^- 
pansion,  and  we  may  perhaps  best  regard 
them  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  obstacles 
to  expansion,  these  obstacles  constituting  the 
problems. 

First,  we  must  notice  our  library  buildings, 
and  admit  that  many  of  them,  and  most  of 
the  ideas  heretofore  cherished  about  the  build- 
ing of  libraries,  present  such  an  obstacle. 
When  we  note  that  since  the  plans  were 
drawn  on  which  nearly  all  of  our  most  recent 
large  library  buildings  have  been  erected, 
three  new  ideas  in  library  administration  have 
come  into  general  acceptance  which  must 
powerfully  affect  library  construction,  we 
can  but  feel  that  great  foresight  and  wisdom 
are  needed  to  erect  libraries  that  shall  not 
very  soon  be  obstacles  to  proper  and  neces- 
sary expansion.  These  three  new  ideas  are, 
first,  access  of  readers  to  the  bookshelves; 
.second,  children's  rooms,  and  third,  the  dis- 
tribution of  books  through  schools,  branches, 
delivery  stations,  home  libraries,  and  inter- 
library  loans,  this  third  new  idea  involving 
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provision  for  business  offices,  packing  rooms, 
etc.,  unthought  of  formerly.  To  meet  not 
simply  these  new  ideas,  but  others  with  which 
the  new  century  is  pregnant,  care  must  be 
taken  that  great  sums  of  money,  leaving  the 
securing  of  more  for  a  long  time  hopeless, 
are  not  expended  on  structures  in  which  in- 
stead of  provision  for  expansion  we  seem  to 
have  provision  against  it. 

Another  obstacle  to  expansion  is  found  in 
elaborate  systems  of  shelf-marks  connected 
with  systematic  schemes  of  classification,  rep- 
resenting carefully  arranged  subordination 
and  co-ordination  of  the  parts.  For  two 
things  are  certain:  first,  accepted  classifica- 
tions of  books  rapidly  become  obsolete,  and 
second,  no  library  will  long  be  content  with 
an  out-of-date  arrangement.  Especially  will 
my  successor,  or  yours,  be  sure  to  feel  the 
necessity  of  signalizing  his  accession  to  office 
by  introducing  what  is  in  his  day  the  latest 
classification.  And  in  this  he  will  be  right. 
Now,  if  we  have  a  fair  sense  of  our  duty  to 
our  successor,  which  is  merely  an  extension 
forward  of  our  duty  to  the  library  itself,  we 
shall  be  unwilling  to  tie  the  library  by  an  in- 
tricate notation  to  a  present  system  of  classi- 
fication. I  think  we  must  take  more  pains 
than  is  done  by  either  the  Decimal  or  Expan- 
sive schemes  to  provide  a  somewhat  elastic 
notation.  I  regard  the  classification  of  the 
University  of  California  Library  as  the  best 
(available  in  print)  for  libraries  of  our  class, 
because  it  employs  designations  which  indi- 
cate mere  sequence  of  classes.  A  little  thought 
will,  I  am  sure,  show  you  how  this  is  true. 
At  any  rate,  a  little  experience  in  attempting 
more  or  less  reclassification  with,  for  example, 
the  Decimal  classification,  will  prepare  you  to 
believe  that  a  less  highly  involved  and  artic- 
ulated method  of  designation  would  be  in  the 
interest  of  reasonable  expansion,  and  save 
such  expansion  from  the  odium  of  upsetting 
the  classification.  Through  the  logic  of  events 
forcing  those  considerations  to  the  front  more 
and  more,  I  anticipate  that  the  larger  and 
rapidly  growing  libraries  will  increasingly 
shun  all  such  systems  as  the  "D.  C."  and  the 
"E.  C,"  of  which  the  paradox  is  certainly  true, 
that  the  better  they  are  made  the  worse  they 
become.  The  scheme  of  numbering  classes 
recently  adopted  by  Princeton  University  Li- 


brary points  in  this  direction,  while  the  re- 
classification of  Harvard  University  Library, 
which  has  been  slowly  carried  forward  during 
the  last  20  years  or  more,  represents  a  com- 
plete departure  from  the  idea  of  any  correla- 
tion between  classes,  as  indicated  in  the  nota- 
tion, the  order  of  minor  divisions  being  a 
numerical  sequence  easily  changed  or  modi- 
fied, while  each  main  class  bears  a  mark  sug- 
gesting no  relation  to  another.  For  example, 
the  military  and  naval  sciences  have  lately 
been  reclassified  and  brought  under  the  desig- 
nation War,  which  may  be  called  (to  repre- 
sent a  certain  harmony  with  other  designa- 
tions) W-a-r.  The  location  of  any  main  class 
in  the  library  is  subject  to  change  at  any  time, 
and  is  known  to  the  attendants  by  a  chart, 
which  may  be  somewhat  altered  to-day,  and 
replaced  by  a  new  one  with  large  differences 
to-morrow  or  next  year.  Not  that  such 
changes  would  be  made  except  for  real  occa- 
sion, but  under  this  system,  when  they  are 
necessary  they  are  not  deferred  or  regarded 
as  hopeless  as  they  must  be  under  any  highly 
organized  system. 

Another  obstacle  to  expansion  closely  re- 
lated to  elaborate  methods  of  notation  is 
found  in  the  common  practice  of  inserting  the 
call-numbers  in  catalogs  of  all  kinds,  written 
or  printed.  When  the  Boston  Public  Library 
was  moved  into  the  new  building  it  was  nat- 
urally supposed  that  it  would  be  completely 
rearranged  to  suit  its  ampler  and  entirely  dif- 
ferent shelf- room,  particularly  as  much  fault 
had  already  been  found  with  its  existing  clas- 
sification, which  seemed  quite  outgrown.  But 
when  it  is  observed  how  the  library  was  tied 
to  its  old  numbering  by  an  endless  variety  of 
catalogs,  printed  as  well  as  written,  it  ceases 
to  seem  strange  that  it  was  thought  best  to 
transfer  the  old  arrangement  to  the  new 
building,  with  all  its  infelicities  heightened  by 
its  new  location  and  surroundings.  And  in 
this  respect  that  library  should  serve  as  a 
warning  to  others  to  avoid,  by  any  available 
means,  such  an  entanglement.  If  it  be  asked 
what  means  of  avoiding  it  are  available,  I 
would  say  that  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  if 
I  were  starting  with  a  new  library  I  would 
try  the  experiment  of  putting  no  shelf-num- 
bers or  call -marks  in  any  catalog,  but  rather 
have  a  key  by  which  they  could  be  found  by 


144 


WAUKESHA  CONFERENCE, 


means  of  the  accession  numbers  which  alone 
would  be  given  in  the  author-catalog. 

I  can  only  refer  hastily  to  one  feature  of  li- 
brary expansion  which  is  coming  in  with  the 
new  century,  and  which  has  to  do  with  the 
catalog.  I  mean  the  introduction  of  printed 
cards,  and  would  say  that  I  look  to  see  these 
work  a  revolution  in  library  methods.  If  we 
can  procure  at  low  cost  an  indefinite  number 
of  these  cards  for  each  book  we  shall  come  to 
use  them  in  many  ways,  as,  for  example,  the 
accession  record,  the  shelf  list,  bulletins  and 
special  lists,  and  charging  cards.  For  the 
latter  purpose  they  would  have  the  advantage 
of  absolutely  identifying  the  book. 

I  am  sure  I  have  said  enough  to  set  you 
thinking,  and  I  hope  when  time  is  given  for 
discussion  you  will  freely  express  your 
thoughts. 

J.  T.  Gerould  read  a  paper  on 

DEPARTMENTAL  LIBRARIES. 

(See  p.  46.) 

W.  P.  Cutter  read  a  letter  from  R.  C. 
Davis  on  the 

RECLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  UNI- 

0 

VERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 

I  am  conscious  that  this  report  of  our  adop- 
tion of  the  Decimal  classification  is,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  premature.  I  look  upon  the 
work  in  its  present  state  as  just  from  the 
broad-axe  or  the  saw-mill.  There  is  plan- 
ing to  be  done  and  sand-papering.  Except  to 
discuss  now  and  then  some  fundamental  prin- 
ciple in  classification,  I  have  had  little  to  do 
with  the  work.  Other  duties,  which  I  must 
necessarily  perform,  have  occupied  every  hour 
of  my  time.  I  am  hoping  that  now  the  rough 
part  of  this  work  is  off  our  hands,  I  can  make 
a  readjustment  of  the  work  in  general  that 
will  give  me  time  next  year  to  participate  in 
the  finishing  process.  The  history  of  the 
matter  is  very  brief.  Our  old  fixed  location 
had  become  impossible,  and  a  point  was 
reached  where  it  was  necessary  to  begin  at 
once  with  whatever  movable  method  we  might 
adopt.  I  had  been  at  work  for  some  time  on 
a  substitution  of  relative  markings  for  fixed 
ones,  which  would,  without  any  change  of 
classification,  set  our  books  free.  This  was 
interrupted  by  sickness  at  the  critical  time, 
and  it  was  determined  to  adopt  the  Decimal 


classification  as  the  most  generally  used  and 
the  most  susceptible  of  modification.  Alio, 
my  assistants,  on  whom  the  work  would  fall, 
were  familiar  with  this  method,  and  had  ex- 
perience in  working  it.  The  changes  that  had 
been  made  were  made  largely  in  deference  to 
the  desires  of  heads  of  departments.  It  was 
not  always  easy  to  act  on  these  suggestions 
inasmuch  as  a  general  adoption  of  them 
would  be  fatal  to  uniformity.  In  consequence 
some  of  the  changes  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
compromise,  and  are  tentative.  The  change 
now  so  nearly  accomplished  has  been  made 
economically  and,  considering  all  things,  ex- 
peditiously. The  credit  of  this  is  due  to  my 
assistants.  They  have  been  untiring  in  their 
industry  and  their  management  of  the  differ- 
ences of  opinion  that  they  have  encountered 
has  been  wise  and  tactful.  Mr.  Jordan,  my 
cataloger,  has  made  a  brief  catalog  of  the 
changes,  which  I  enclose.  You  can  make  such 
use  of  this  matter  as  you  may  desire  at  your 
meeting,  but  I  would  prefer  that  nothing  go 
upon  record.  By  next  year  we  shall  have  the 
matter  better  digested,  and  I  hope  some  of  ns 
may  be  present  at  the  meeting  to  discuss  it 
It  is  a  subject  which  has  a  perennial  interest 
In  the  absence  of  W.  W.  Bishop^  J.  I. 
Wyer  read  Mr.  Bishop's  paper  on 

suggestions  for  an  annual  LIST  OF  AMERI- 
CAN THESES  FOR  THE  PH.D.  DEGREE. 

(See  p.  so.) 

After  the  reading  of  Mr.  Bishop's  paper 
there  was  some  discussion  in  regard  to  the 
great  desirability  of  having  published  each 
year  a  list  of  the  dissertations  presented  to 
American  universities.    On  the  motion  of  Dr. 

B.  C.  Steiner  it  was  resolved  that  a  commit- 
tee of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  section  taking  steps 
to  secure  such  an  annual  list  Mr.  Fletcher 
appointed  Dr.  B.  C.  Steiner,  W.  M.  Smith  and 

C.  W.  Andrews  to  form  the  conmiittee. 
Mr.  A.  G.  S.  JosEPHSON  wished  that  a  con- 

plete  bibliography  of  university  theses  coold 
be  made. 

The  chairman  announced  that  the  election 
of  officers  for  the  next  year  would  take  place, 
and  called  for  nominations. 

Mr.  Josephson  nominated  Mr^A.  S.  Root 
for  chairman.  Mr.  Root  was  elected.  Dr. 
Canfield  nominated  for  secretary  Mr.  W.  M. 
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Smith,  and  Mr.  Smith  nominated  Miss  Emma 
A.  Hawley.    Mr.  Smith  was  elected. 

After  the  election  there  followed  a  general 
discussion  of  the  topics  presented  during  the 
afternoon,  those  receiving  special  notice  be- 
ing classification,  notation,  the  use  of  call 
numbers,  department  libraries  and  university 
theses. 
In  the  discussion  Mr.  Fletcher  said: 
My  thought  about  dispensing  with  shelf- 
marks  in  the  card  and  other  catalogs  (not 
really  my  thought,  for  I  had  it  from  one  of 
our  leading  librarians,  who  has  not,  however, 
put  it  in  practice  himself)  is  that  the  great 
difficulties  connected  with  the  changing  of 
shelf-marks  in  catalogs  when  books  are  re- 
classified may  be  avoided  by  placing  on  the 
card  only  the  accession  number  (in  case  of  a 
set  the  accession  number  of  the  first  voltmie), 
and  then  maintaining  a  key,  consisting  of  a 
book  closely  ruled  in  double  columns,  where 
for  each  book  in  the  library  the  shelf-mark  is 
written  in  pencil  against  the  accession  number 
and  changed  whenever  the  book  is  renum- 
bered. Such  a  scheme  could  not  be  satisfac- 
torily applied  in  a  library  where  the  looking- 
up  of  the  shelf-mark  is  involved  in  the  calling 
for  books  in  most  cases.  I  am  prepared  to 
favor  it  only  where  (as  is  now  the  case  in  our 
own  library)  a  majority  of  the  calls  for  books 
are  made  orally  and  answered  by  the  attend- 
ant without  reference  to  shelf-mark.  In  our 
case  these  calls  amount  to  seven-eighths  of 
all  the  calls,  and  in  addition  to  this  it  should 
be  said  that  at  least  one-half  the  books  drawn 
under  our  open-shelf  system  are  drawn  with- 
out any  "call"  at  all,  so  that  we  may  say, 
that  if  we  had  the  "key"  system  it  would 
come  into  play  for  perhaps  one-sixteenth  of 
the  books  drawn.  In  libraries  of  moderate 
circulation  like  our  college  and  university  li- 
braries, and  (for  all  but  certain  classes  which 
arc  most  used)  even  in  the  large  public  li- 
braries, it  seems  to  me  that  the  key  plan  may 
work  well.  Of  course  the  key  if  subjected  to 
constant  use  would  be  difficult  and  expensive 
to  maintain,  owing  to  wear  and  tear.  We 
should  not  fail  to  observe  that  three  separate 
and  distinct  features  of  modem  library  pro- 
gress are  each  and  all  working  against  the 
necessity,  i.e.,  tending  to  minimize  the  neces- 
sity, of  shelf-marks  in  the  catalog. 


These  are,  first,  the  open-shelf  system; 
second,  minute  classification  and  alphabetical 
arrangement  in  classes,  and  third,  book-card 
charging  systems.  Without  enlarging  upoa 
these  points,  I  would  like  to  suggest  them  to- 
you  as  worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  Hodges  described  briefly  the  classifica- 
tion of  the  scientific  books  at  Harvard.  First,, 
the  serial  publications  of  the  broad  learned 
societies,  the  societies  taking  cognizance  of  all 
branches  of  learning,  are  brought  together 
arranged  alphabetically  by  country  and  city. 
Secondly,  the  general  scientific  serials  and  the 
special  scientific  serials,  however  published, 
are  arranged  in  a  group;  the  general  coming 
first,  the  others  following  according  to  sub- 
ject, astronomy,  mathematics,  physics,  chem- 
istry, natural  history,  zoology,  botany,  etc. 
When  suggesting  the  separation  of  the  se- 
rials in  pure  science  from  the  handbooks  at 
the  very  outset  of  his  work  at  Harvard,  Mr. 
Hodges  urged  that  the  serials  constitute  a 
record  literature  to  which  the  investigator 
must  refer  when  carrying  on  original  work, 
while  the  handbooks  arc  used  by  the  pedagog 
when  preparing  for  his  classwork.  The  gen- 
eral designation  for  the  learned  society  group 
is  L.  Soc. ;  for  the  scientific  serials,  Sci.  The 
handbooks  on  physics  are  in  a  group  desig- 
nated Phys. ;  the  general  treatises  by  Phys. 
357-360.  A  treatise  published  in  1892  is 
marked  Phys.  358-92;  another  of  the  same 
year,  by  Phys.  358.92.3. 

Mr.  Root  said:  It  may  possibly  have  in- 
terest in  this  connection  to  note  that  the  cat- 
alog of  the  University  of  (jdttingen,  which 
was  established  about  1750,  has  the  feature 
which  has  been  mentioned  here  as  character- 
istic of  the  Harvard  system.  The  books  are 
grouped  in  large  classes  with  an  abbreviated 
heading,  with  minute  sub-classification.  Just 
when  this  system  was  introduced  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  suppose  it  to  have  been  in  use  a 
hundred  years  or  so,  which  I  judge  to  be  a 
longer  life  than  Mr.  Fletcher  is  willing  to  al-^ 
low  to  the  D.  C. 

Interesting  remarks  were  made  by  several" 
others,  notably  Mr.  Andrews,  Dr.  Steiner  and 
Dr.  Canfield  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
revision  of  their  remarks  has  not  been  re^ 
ceived  in  time  for  publication. 

Olive  Jones,  Secretary. 
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'T*HE  Catalog  Section  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  held  two  meetings  in 
connection  with  the  Waukesha  conference. 

F/XST  SESSION. 

The  first  session  was  held  in  one  of  the 
parlors  of  the  Fountain  Spring  House,  on  the 
afternoon  of  Tuesday,  July  9.  The  chairman, 
Anderson  H.  Hopkins,  called  the  meeting  to 
order. 

It  was  Voted,  That  the  section  waive  the 
formality  of  registration  of  members  prelim- 
inary to  voting. 

It  was  Voted,  That  the  chairman  appoint  a 
nominating  committee  of  three,  to  report  at 
the  close  of  the  session.  This  committee  was 
appointed  as  follows :  Miss  Sula  Wagner,  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Roden. 

A.  H.  Hopkins  :  When  the  round  table  ses- 
sion on  this  subject  was  held  last  year  its  ob- 
ject was,  of  course,  to  find  out  whether  there 
was  a  demand  for  a  section  of  this  kind.  We 
found  it  out  pretty  soon.  Now  we  have  the 
section.  Then  came  the  question,  when  I  was 
asked  to  assume  the  chairmanship  for  one 
more  year,  of  how  it  might  best  be  occupied. 
It  seemed  to  me  for  a  time  that  perhaps  the 
best  plan  would  be  to  go  to  the  opposite 
extreme  —  from  having  been  informal  last 
year  —  and  have  set  papers,  especially  as  the 
Association  had  decided  not  to  take  steno- 
graphic reports  of  the  meetings.  However,  a 
change  came  about  in  my  views  when  the  in- 
terstate meeting  was  called  at  Atlantic  City 
last  March.  A  meeting  was  held  there  of  the 
Publishing  Board's  committee  on  rules  for  a 
printed  card  catalog.  The  members  of  that 
•committee  were  at  that  time  all  of  the  opinion 
that  no  better  plan  could  be  followed  for  this 
year's  meeting  of  the  Catalog  Section  than  to 
have  another  discussion  similar  to  that  of  last 
year,  but  confining  the  talk  chiefly  to  knotty 
points  which  they  met  in  the  course  of  their 
work.  That  has  been  done;  but  there  have 
been  added  a  few  questions  which  have  come 
to  your  chairman  in  the  course  of  the  year 
from  persons  interested  in  the  section. 

The  Publishing  Board,  in  taking  up  the  task 
cof  producing  printed  cards,  found  that  widely 


divergent  practices  must  be  shaped  so  that 
they  would  work  together.  To  this  end  they 
appointed  a  committee  of  seven  and  set  them 
the  task  of  producing  harmony  among  the 
jarring  elements  of  practice  in  all  the  libra- 
ries of  this  country,  barring  none.  The  head 
of  the  catalog  department  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  was  made  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee; and,  as  you  know,  this  great  library 
and  its  chief,  to  whom  we  all  turn  so  gladly, 
are  lending  their  cordial  support  to  the  pro- 
ject, and  realization  now  seems  near  at  hand. 

Now  what  do  we  want?  We  want  an  ar- 
rangement whereby  any  one  may  be  able  at  a 
reasonable  cost  to  get  accurately  made  and 
well  printed  cards  for  any  book  at  any  time 
This  and  nothing  else  will  do.    (Applause.) 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
thought  this  session  could  not  be  better  occu- 
pied, as  I  said  before,  than  in  a  discussion  of 
certain  points,  met  by  them  in  their  attempts 
to  produce  a  workable  scheme  which  would 
meet  adequate  support,  it  having  at  that  time 
become  evident  that  the  enthusiasm  so  mani- 
fest at  Montreal  had  largely  evaporated; 
probably  because  it  had  not  been  made  dear 
that  the  proposed  plan  was  really  a  workable 
scheme.  Some  of  these  points  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  and  myself  have  selected 
and  graded  roughly  into  three  classes,  and  I 
will  lay  some  of  these  before  you. 

One  of  the  chief  troubles  is  g^ing  to  lie  be- 
tween the  32  and  33  sise  cards.  Let  us  hear 
from  you  on  this  subject,  if  you  have  any- 
thing you  wish  to  say  about  it. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  Perhaps  those  present  may 
be  interested  to  know  something  about  the  32 
and  33  card  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Publishing  Board.  The  Publishing  Board  has 
been  supplying  the  32  or  33  size  card  as  re- 
quired by  subscribers  for  cards  for  current 
books.  I  cannot  speak  authoritatively,  bat  I 
think  the  board  is  nearly  prepared  to  say  tbat 
in  future,  if  these  cards  are  prepared  at  the 
Library  of  Congress  and  distributed  fnxn 
there,  it  will  be  found  very  much  the  wisest 
plan  from  the  beginning  to  use  only  the  33 
size.  It  has  not  been  declared  impossible  at 
the  Library  of  Congress  to  print  the  cards  10 
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such  shape  that  enough  could  be  cut  off  to 
make  the  card  a  32  card;  neither  has  it  been 
decided  by  the  board  that  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  try  earnestly  to  bring  that  about; 
but  the  present  impression,  I  think,  is  that 
the  32  size  will  have  to  be  left  aside  in  the 
co-operative  work.  If  there  is  a  strong  senti- 
ment here  to  retain  the  32  size  card,  let  us 
hear  of  it  now. 

Mr.  BowKER :  Couldn't  Mr.  Hanson,  of  the 
Library  of  Congress,  give  us  a  report  on  the 
letters  they  received  there  in  regard  to  the 
size  of  cards  used?  And  let  me  emphasize 
this  thought,  that  in  coming  to  a  uniform  sys- 
tem we  must  approach  as  near  uniformity  as 
possible.  It  is  impossible  to  meet  all  the  va- 
riances of  cards  in  the  several  libraries,  but 
we  must  look  towards  drawing  all  the  using 
libraries  into  as  close  uniformity  as  possible. 
And  I  think  the  prevailing  practice  is  shown 
best  by  the  statistics  which  I  believe  Mr.  Han- 
son has  with  him. 

Mr.  Hanson:  The  statistics  Mr.  Bowker 
refers  to  I  have  not  with  me.  As  I  recall  the 
figures  there  are  something  like  19  out  of  100 
that  use  the  32  card. 

Mr.  Andrews:  I  have  Mr.  Putnam's  fig- 
ures. I  was  astonished  to  find  the  percen- 
tage that  were  using  the  larger  card.  Out  of 
185  reporting  138  used  the  ZZ  card,  38  used 
the  32  card  and  only  19  (true  those  19  are  the 
older,  better  established  and  larger  libraries) 
used  odd  sizes. 

I  will  take  occasion  to  ask  Mr.  Hanson  to 
answer  another  question  on  this  point.  I  had 
an  interview  in  his  company  last  winter  with 
the  representative  of  the  Harvard  Library, 
which  uses  the  smaller  card.  We  then  came 
to  a  satisfactory  compromise,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised to  hear  Mr.  Fletcher  say  it  is  all  in  the 
air.  It  was  understood  that  the  Library  of 
Congress  wanted  tor  its  subject  headings,  and 
i^e  wanted  for  our  subject  headings,  a  sufficient 
amount  of  space,  and  that  they  were  not  will- 
ing to  print  below  the  punched  hole.  That 
leaves  exactly  the  width  of  the  32  card  in  the 
center  of  the  ZZ-  And  the  proposition  agreed 
to  by  all  of  us  in  this  conversation  was  to 
print  the  33  card  with  the  broad  margin  above 
and  never  go  below  the  hole,  so  any  library 
that  wanted  to  could  buy  the  cards  and  cut 
them  down  on  both  top  and  bottom  and  have 


a  32  card.  It  was  understood  to  be  satisfac- 
tory to  all  the  32  users  that  I  consulted,  in- 
cluding Harvard,  the  largest,  I  believe,  of 
them  all.  It  is  that  point  that  I  would  like 
to  ask  Mr.  Hanson  to  report  on  —  whether 
he  now  feels  that  he  must  go  higher  or  lower 
than  the  lines  we  then  indicated. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  don't  feel  it  absolutely  nec- 
essary ;  in  fact  we  are  following  out  the  meas- 
urements laid  down  by  the  Publishing  Board 
now.  I  have  in  my  hand  two  cards  —  the 
title  runs  over  on  the  second  card  at  consid- 
erable waste  of  space,  as  you  can  see.  But 
the  printers  have  their  measurements  which 
provide  for  cutting  away  the  space  above  and 
below  to  accommodate  the  32  card.  But  I  be- 
lieve it  is  going  to  be  objectionable,  in  the 
end,  when  it  runs  over  on  the  second  card. 
That  is  the  only  objection  I  can  see. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  should  like  to  have  Mr. 
Andrews  state  whether  this  card,  if  it  has  to 
be  cut  down  at  the  top  as  well  as  at  the  bot- 
tom, will  allow  room  for  headings? 

Miss  Browne:  Instead  of  having  to  print 
a  second  card  I  don't  see  why  we  can't  print 
the  ZZ  card ;  then  if  the  32  card  libraries  want 
it  in  their  catalog  why  can't  they  transcribe 
the  extra  line  or  so  by  hand  on  a  second  card 
and  cut  off  the  bottom.  In  nine  cases  out  of 
10  it  would  not  make  any  difference.  In  one 
case  in  10  where  they  would  have  to  tran- 
scribe on  the  second  card,  is  there  any  reason 
why  it  could  not  be  done  ? 

Miss  Doren  :  I  am  not  a  user  of  the  32  card. 
The  only  objection  I  see,  if  I  were  to  use  it, 
would  be  that  perhaps  I  should  have  to  pay 
a  little  more  for  my  card  than  those  that  use 
the  ZZ  card,  and  it  would  make  the  catalog  a 
little  more  bulky. 

Mr.  Andrews:  Talking  with  Miss  Craw- 
ford it  was  evident  that  the  Dayton  library 
wanted  a  broad  margin  for  analyticals  and 
headings  above  the  print  in  the  zZ  card.  That 
is  exactly  what  we  want.  We  don't  want  it 
as  much  as  they  do,  but  I  want  to  emphasize 
the  necessity  for  a  broad  top  margin.  That 
is  the  point  which  makes  it  desirable  for  33 
people  as  well  as  for  32. 

Miss  Doren:  I  did  not  understand  the 
question  as  reierring  to  analytical  headings. 
We  do  want  those  above  all  things,  and  if  we 
are  to  use  the  card  at  all  we  need  the  broad 
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margin  at  the  top.  Our  use  of  the  card  de- 
pends upon  having  a  broad  margin  at  the  top. 

Mr.  Bowker:  I  should  like  a  show  of 
hands  on  this  point.  Are  those  present, 
whether  33-card  or  32-card  people,  of  the 
opinion  that,  after  dropping  the  heading  so  as 
to  leave  ample  room  at  the  top  to  i)ermit  the 
32  card  to  be  cut  out  from  the  33  card,  as 
stated  by  Mr.  Andrews,  it  would  be  better 
to  run  the  type  down  farther  than  the  hole, 
if  necessary,  on  either  side,  and  then  cut  and 
recopy  for  the  32  size,  or  to  make  a  double 
card  both  for  the  33  and  32  size? 

I  suggest  that  the  show  of  hands  be  first 
from  those  who  prefer  to  have  one  card  fur- 
nished for  a  title  when  possible,  and  then  to 
transcribe  the  lower  part,  if  necessary,  for  the 
32  card;  and  then  from  those  who  prefer  to 
have  a  second  card  wherever  it  is  not  possible 
to  put  the  material  on  the  space  of  the  32 
card  as  printed  on  the  33  size.    Is  that  clear? 

Chairman  :  I  believe  so.  It  includes,  how- 
ever, both  the  users  of  the  32  and  33  cards, 
and  instead  of  a  show  of  hands  let  us  have  a 
rising  vote,  and  give  time  to  count  them. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Those  who  are  in  favor  of 
printing  below  the  32-card  limit  on  the  33 
card,  rather  than  furnishing  two  cards  to  a 
title,  please  rise.    56  persons  rose. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Those  who  are  in  favor  of 
confining  the  print  to  the  32  size  and  having 
a  second  overflow  card  printed  for  the  same 
title,  please  rise.    17  persons  rose. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  should  like  to  call  for  a 
rising  vote  to  learn  how  many  would  like  to 
urge  that  arrangements  be  made  by  which  32- 
size  cards  can  be  furnished.  Three  persons 
rose. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  cannot  think  of  any  library 
printing  cards  that  would  care  to  print  any 
lower  than  the  round  hole.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  library  must  have  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  at  the  top  of  the  card  for  headings. 
Will  that  leave  sufficient  space  for  taking 
away  from  top  and  bottom  ? 

Mr.  Andrews:  They  accepted  it  by  that 
first  vote. 

Mr.  Hanson:  Then  they  must  punch  the 
hole  in  the  margin. 

Chairman  :  Or  lose  the  part  they  punch 
out.  If  you  will  excuse  me,  I  will  put  forth 
a  little  argument  of  my  own. 


Apropos  of  another  report  I  had  to  make 
some  time  ago,  I  had  heard  that  the  greatest 
library  in  this  country,  certainly  in  some  re- 
spects, was  changing  its  plan  to  accommodate 
itself  to  the  33  card.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  whidi  as 
you  know  uses  a  card  larger  than  the  33,  and 
it  is  a  fact  that  with  their  immense  catalog 
running  for  so  many  years,  and  with  so  large 
a  number  of  cards  which  they  cannot  now 
cut  down  to  the  33  size,  they  have  found  it 
advisable  so  to  modify  their  plan  for  titles 
henceforth  that  the  cards  may  be  cut  down  to 
the  33  size  on  reprinting  the  old  titles.  Here 
is  the  letter,  fhe  report  from  his  cataloger. 
[Mr.  Hopkins  here  read  the  letter.]  If  they 
do  not  think  it  likely  that  ultimately  they  will 
use  the  33  card  why  should  they  take  ail  that 
trouble?  Now,  the  problem  they  had  to  deal 
with  was  10  times  more  difficult  than  that 
which  the  users  of  the  32  cards  have  to  deal 
with.  All  you  have  to  do  with  a  32  card  to 
make  it  a  33  size  is  to  paste  it  on  something 
big  enough  and  provide  space  to  hold  it  VTith 
such  evidence  as  this  before  us  why  should 
we  fret  ourselves  to  provide  a  32  card  when 
the  change  to  the  33  can  be  so  easily  and  so 
cheaply  made? 

Mr.  Bowker:  May  I  add  a  word  which  Dr. 
Billings  said  to  me?  He  said  that  he  pre- 
ferred a  printed  catalog  card  to  a  written  cat- 
alog card  any  time,  without  reference  to  any 
question  of  uniformity.  So  he  was  actually 
replacing  his  written  catalog  cards  with  the 
Library  of  Congress  cards  or  Library  Bureau 
cards.  I  think  that  there  is  growing  in  the 
great  libraries  a  desire  for  some  general 
method  which  will  supply  printed  catalog 
cards. 

Chairman  :  Is  there  any  further  discussion 
on  this  topic?    If  not  we  will  pass  to  the  next 

Notes  and  Contents.  I  read  from  the  of- 
ficial report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Rules 
to  the  Publishing  Board :  "The  position  of  the 
collation  and  series  note  to  be  on  a  separate 
line  immediately  after  the  date  and  preceding 
other  notes."  Now  we  cannot  take  up  the 
whole  question  of  notes,  nor  the  question  of 
the  minority  report  which  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
asked  to  submit;  but  the  question  I  would 
submit  to  you  is  this:  Is  not  the  contents 
note  really,  logically,  sensibly,  a  part  of  the 
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title?  Is  it  not  actually,  in  almost  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  more  important  than  the  title  it- 
self? If  it  were  not,  would  it  not  be  non- 
sense to  print  the  contents  note?  If  it  is  so, 
why  separate  the  contents  note  from  the  title 
by  other  relatively  unimportant  matter?  Has 
anybody  an3rthing  to  say? 

Mr.  Hanson:  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
well  to  say  here,  collation  is  used  for  pas^ina- 
tion,  illustrations,  maps,  plates,  etc.,  and  size. 
That  is  the  imprint,  as  we  have  for  conven- 
ience's sake  called  collation;  and  the  idea  is 
that  this  information  is  to  be  paragraphed, 
on  a  separate  line,  so  as  to  set  out  the  date 
and  make  the  date  end  the  line  in  twelve 
point. 

Mr.  Biscoe:  I  want  to  say  a  word  on  the 
other  side.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
unfortunate  to  put  the  collation  after  the  con- 
tents, particularly  where  the  contents  arc 
long.  It  would  throw  the  collation  on  the 
second  card.  To  find  out  whether  you  had 
more  than  one  volume  you  would  have  to  turn 
to  another  card.  If  you  are  looking  for  du- 
plicates you  want  to  see  at  once  not  only  the 
author  of  the  book,  but  also  the  number  of 
pages,  to  show  whether  the  edition  is  the 
same.  And  if  for  all  those  purposes  you  have 
got  to  turn  to  a  second  card,  it  seems  to  me 
it  would  be  unfortunate. 

Mr.  Jones  :  I  agree  strongly  with  Mr.  Bis- 
coe. I  think  the  number  of  volumes,  size,  etc., 
range  in  properly  with  the  date,  while  the 
contents  should  come  afterward  and  range  in 
with  such  matter  as  critical  or  descriptive 
notes.  Ordinarily  you  want  those  parts  that 
I  speak  of  first,  then  your  contents,  like  any 
other  kind  of  descriptive  or  explanatory  notes. 

Chairman:  Mr.  Biscoe's  position  appears 
at  first  sight  very  solid  and  plausible  but  there 
is  nothing  in  it.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
there  is  only  a  small  class  of  books  that  will 
call  for  a  contents  note.  I  deprecate  men- 
tioning any  institution,  particularly  The  John 
Crerar  Library,  but  that  calls  for  contents 
notes  probably  as  often  as  any,  and  I  should 
like  our  cataloger  to  answer  if  he  knows  about 
how  many  cases  run  over  on  the  second  card. 

Mr.  Josephson:  We  have  printed  so  far 
about  25,000  cards  and  the  number  of  titles 
that  run  over  to  second  cards  is  considerably 
below  1000 ;  it  is  nearer  500  than  1000. 


Mr.  Jones:  I  should  like  to  ask  the  chair- 
man whether  in  foreign  bibliographies  we  do 
not  find  that  the  data,  as  to  volumes,  size,  etc. 

—  called  the  collation  —  always  come  first 
Should  not  we  be  setting  ourselves  up  in  op- 
position to  other  catalogers  if  we  put  the  col- 
lation after  the  contents? 

Chairman:  Possibly  that  it  so;  but  if  we 
gain  a  truth,  what  then  ?  Tradition  is  power- 
ful, but  it  is  not  all.  Sometimes  it  is  very 
little  indeed.  And  this  is  one  of  the  cases  in 
which  I  believe  it  is  very  little. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  hold  in  my  hand  one  of 
the  sample  cards  v/hich  have  been  distributed, 
which  has  this  arrangement.  That  represents 
what  we  now  call  the  old  practice,  which  we 
are  proposing  to  depart  from  —  Cutter's  Rules 
say  that  the  imprint,  strictly,  is  place,  date 
and  form  of  printing;  and  then  goes  on  to 
say  that  for  practical  purposes  the  imprint  is 
considered  as  being  enlarged  so  as  to  contain 
not  only  place,  date  and  form  of  printing,  but 
also  publisher,  number  of  pages  and  number 
of  volumes.  It  seems  to  have  been  agreed 
some  time  ago  by  the  Committee  on  Rules 
and  the  Publishing  Board  that  it  was  wise 
to  bring  back  the  imprint  to  the  old  idea  of 
giving  the  place,  date  and  form  of  printing 
and  publisher.  It  was  also  pretty  generally 
agreed  that  form  —  or  size  as  we  now  call  it 

—  number  of  pages  and  number  of  volumes, 
and  anything  else  that  might  describe  the 
book  from  an  exterior  point  of  view,  should 
be  called  collation  —  we  have  not  exactly 
agreed  it  should  be  called  that  —  and  that  this 
should  be  put  in  a  statement  by  itself  in 
smaller  type,  after  the  title  and  imprint,  the 
imprint  being  printed  in  the  same  type  as  the 
title  and  even  completing  the  line  the  title 
ends  on.  Now  the  question  is  whether  that 
line  of  smaller  type  should  be  printed  imme- 
diately after  the  title  and  imprint  or  whether 
it  should  follow  contents;  that  is  to  say, 
whether  contents  (called  "contents"  and  not 
"contents  note")  should  not  be  attached  im- 
mediately to  the  title  —  which  is  Mr.  Hop- 
kins's idea,  I  understand,  as  he  thinks  logical- 
ly it  belongs  there.  The  card  I  have  in  my 
hand  has  contents  occupying  four  lines,  be- 
cause while  it  is  one  volume  it  contains  four 
different  lectures.  That  brings  before  us  the 
"contents  note"  and  the  other  notes.    Now  I 
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understand  the  new  proposition  is  that  the 
collation  should  follow  the  contents  note,  but 
precede  other  notes. 

Chaikman:  The  thing  I  want  is  that  the 
contents  note  should  follow  the  title.  I  called 
it  "contents  note"  merely  because  it  appeared 
in  the  smaller  type  with  the  other  note. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  wish  to  express  my  pref- 
erence in  accord  with  Mr.  Jones  and  one  or 
two  others,  that  the  collation  note  should  con- 
tinue to  occupy  the  place  it  has  always  occu- 
pied, of  immediate  juxtaposition  with  the  im- 
print, and  other  notes  should  go  below. 

CHAntifAN:  In  explanation,  permit  me  to 
take  the  floor  again 

Mr.  Bowker:  Has  not  the  officer  of  The 
John  Crerar  Library  given  the  best  argument 
for  placing  the  collation  before  the  contents? 
Mr.  Josephson  has  told  us  that  probably  the 
number  of  cards  including  contents  would  be 
less  than  three  per  cent  Why  should  we  not 
follow  the  old  practice  and  let  the  cataloger 
and  the  public  continue  to  use  the  usual  thing? 

Mr.  Josephson:  I  did  not  say  how  many 
cards  give  contents  notes,  but  how  many  titles 
need  more  than  one  card. 

Chairman  :  That  is  the  strong  point  It  is 
not  three  per  cent,  nor  anywhere  near  it. 
Those  cards  that  ran  over  were  not  all  con- 
tents notes.  The  actual  number  of  contents 
notes  that  run  over  is  very  small  indeed. 
And  moreover,  you  have  this  bibliographical 
note  on  every  card.  You  are  going  to  put  it 
between  the  contents  note  and  the  title  every 
time. 

Mr.  Harris  :  I  would  like  to  ask  what  pro- 
portion of  cards  have  contents  notes  at  all. 

Mr.  Josephson  :  I  don't  think  I  can  answer 
that.  It  is  between  ten  and  twenty-five  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Harris  :  The  point  I  was  about  to  make 
was  that  I  think  it  is  well  to  sacrifice  some- 
thing for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  for  the  aid 
of  persons  who  consult  the  catalog;  and  as 
Mr.  Josephson  says  only  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  cards  have  contents  notes,  in 
seventy-five  per  cent,  the  collation  would  im- 
mediately follow  the  title.  And  therefore  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  desirable  not  to  have  the 
contents  note  follow  the  title. 

A  show  of  hands  was  called  for. 

Chairman:  Before  we  have  the  show  of 


hands,  may  I  say  one  thing  more?  I  don*t 
believe  that  most  of  you  that  have  not  been 
using  these  cards  know  how  useful  the  con- 
tents note  is  or  what  it  is  for.  It  is  to  fur- 
nish your  analyticals.  If  you  want  to  analyze 
a  volume  of  essays,  for  example,  your  con- 
tents note  does  it  all  for  you  with  just  a  little 
bit  of  clerical  work  when  the  cards  come  in. 
You  have  fifty  items  that  you  would  like  to 
represent  in  your  catalog,  and  the  card  does 
it  all  for  you.  It  is  costing  you  one  to  three 
cents  instead  of  fifty  or  sixty  cents. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Lane  :  I  have  learned  a  good  deal 
since  I  have  been  in  the  Boston  Public  Libra- 
ry by  obser\ing  the  practices  w^hich  that  li- 
brary has  departed  from.  I  know  the  library 
did  in  times  past  print  contents  and  have  an 
entry  designed  to  fit  one  particular  item  of 
contents  and  then  underline  that  item  on  tl\e 
card.  That  has  been  found  so  unsatisfeictory 
that  when  we  now  recatalog  anything  and 
deem  any  item  of  contents  worthy  a  separate 
entry  we  catalog  that  item  separately  and 
print  a  second  card. 

Mr.  Andrews:  If  the  Library  of  Congress 
will  do  this  we  do  not  care  for  many  con- 
tents notes.  I  didn't  tmder stand  the  Library 
of  Congress  proposed  to  print  analyticals,  but 
rather  to  print  contents  notes ;  that  they,  and 
most  of  the  libraries  that  print  cards,  found 
their  economy  on  this  point.  But  it  is  really 
the  Library  of  Congress  that  must  be  con- 
sulted as  to  the  desirability  of  many  contents 
notes. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  That  has  been  one  of  the  per- 
plexing questions  with  us  in  printing  cards. 
We  do  use  the  contents  as  analyticals  to  some 
extent,  underscoring  the  particular  item  on 
the  heading  given.  But  where  an  analytical  is 
what  we  catalogers  call  an  imprint  analytical, 
that  is,  with  separate  title  and  pagination,  we 
find  it  more  economical  to  print  a  separate 
card  for  that  title.  In  other  cases  and  where 
we  find  it  very  inconvenient  to  use  the  con- 
tents card,  we  print  analyticals. 

Chairman:  My  own  opinion  is  that  it  is 
l>est  to  put  the  collation  at  the  end.  It  is 
easiest  found  there.  The  thing  I  want  to  see 
is  to  have  it  go  below  the  contents.  I  want 
to  say  one  thing  more.  The  reason  you  think 
more  than  one  per  cent  consult  the  note  is 
because  you  are  librarians.    Take  your  popn- 
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]ar  libraries,  and  they  deserve  to  be  consid- 
ered, how  many  readers  are  going  to  look 
for  that  note? 

Miss  Crawford:  I  am  somewhat  undecided 
in  mind  between  the  two  standpoints.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  contents,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case  and  from  the  accessibility  of  the 
catalog,  belongs  rather  at  the  top.  I  believe 
you  are  right  when  you  say  that  ninety  per 
cent,  would  use  the  contents  first,  rather  than 
the  bibliographical  note.  But  the  critical 
notes  and  any  other  general  information 
should  come  right  next  to  the  contents. 

Mr.  Jones  :  I  wish  to  repeat  that  "collation" 
is  a  bibliographical  description  of  the  book; 
if  you  want  to  describe  a  book  or  to  order 
from  a  bookseller  you  turn  to  that  data.  Col- 
lation, it  seems  to  me,  comes  naturally  after  the 
title,  and  I  still  hold  that  to  separate  it  from 
the  title  is  not  in  accord  with  the  general 
bibliographical  practice  of  the  world. 

Chairman:  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of 
placing  contents  note  immediately  following 
the  title,  please  rise.    Three  persons  rose. 

Cii airman:  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of 
placing  contents  note  after  collation,  please 
rise.    52  persons  rose. 

Chairman:  The  next  question  is  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  committee:  "That  a  col- 
umn be  set  aside  in  the  Library  Journal  for 
notifications  to  libraries  of  decisions  on  doubt- 
ful points;  e.  g.,  'Kate  Douglass  IViggin 
should  not  be  changed  to  Riggs;  or.  Automo- 
biles should  be  classified  .  .  .' " 

In  other  words,  that  a  kind  of  department 
be  created,  when  the  Central  Bureau  is  cre- 
ated, for  giving  librarians  throughout  the 
country  a  notion  of  how  these  matters  are  to 
be  treated.  What  is  the  opinion?  Is  there 
any  discussion?  If  not  we  will  go  on  to  the 
next  point. 

A  member:  No  discussion  means  that  we 
agree  to  it,  I  understand. 

Chairman  :  I  suppose  so.  If  it  doesn't  you 
should  say  so  quickly. 

A  member:  Does  this  recommendation  say 
Journal  or  journals? 

Chairman  :  Journal  is  the  word  used.  The 
Library  Journal  is  the  official  organ  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  Probably  if  the  committee  had  gone 
beyond  that  it  would  have  been  exceeding  its 
province. 


"The  committee  earnestly  recommends  tliat 
the  practice  of  gitHng  dates  of  birth  and  death 
be  used  extensively.  It  is  convinced  tliat  a 
very  large  share  of  the  work  lias  already  been 
done  and  may  be  easily  obtained  for  the  use 
of  the  Central  Bureau.  Expressions  from 
various  members  of  the  committee  have  shown 
a  great  readiness  to  assist  in  this/' 

Mr.  Merrill:  I  would  like  to  inquire 
whether  that  means  that  dates  shall  be  given 
only  to  distinguish  men  of  the  same  name  or 
whether  they  shall  be  used  in  every  case. 

Chairman  :  It  is  not  designed  that  the  use 
of  dates  be  intended  only  for  distinguishing 
writers,  but  it  is  urged  that  dates  be  given 
extensively. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Doesn't  that  mean  that  the 
dates  should  be  used  where  the  authors  are 
not  of  the  same  names? 

Chairman:  Yes. 

Mr.  BowKER :  In  the  case  of  living  authors, 
is  it  intended  to  give  date  of  birth  if  possible? 

Chairman:  Yes. 

Miss  Browne:  At  the  Boston  Athenaeum 
for  years  they  have  been  giving  those  dates 
on  their  cards,  and  now  they  are  scratching 
them  off. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Does  anybody  know  why? 

Miss  Browne:  I  believe  they  consider  they 
are  not  as  desirable  as  a  means  of  distinction 
as  some  phrase  might  be,  and  so  they  scratch 
off  the  date  and  give,  for  instance,  "Henry 
James,  Novelist;  Emerson,  Essayist." 

Miss  Wagner:  How  would  they  classify 
William  Morris? 

A  member:  Or  Andrew  Lang? 

Chairman:  The  next  question  is  the  fol- 
lowing recommendation  of  the  committee: 
"The  committee  recommends  that  the  Central 
Bureau  prepare  a  biographical  card  giving  the 
fullest  form  of  name,  dates,  ofRcial  and  hon- 
orary titles  and  degrees,  membership  of  acad- 
emies, etc.,  and  all  forms  of  names  and  pseud- 
onyms used." 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  I  suppose  the  idea  is  to  pre- 
pare a  biographical  card  for  each  author  for 
whom  any  card  is  issued.  I  don't  know  ex- 
actly how  it  should  be  worked.  I  want  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Advo- 
cates' Library  of  Edinburgh  tried  this  in  pre- 
paring the  first  two  volumes  of  their  catalog; 
and  when  they  got  the  two  volumes  printed 
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they  concluded  it  was  too  expensive,  and  gave 
it  up.  I  wonder  how  many  libraries  would 
advocate  that  the  Library  of  Congress  shall 
furnish  us  cards,  not  only  for  the  books,  but 
whenever  an  author  comes  for  whom  they 
have  not  furnished  such  a  card  that  they  shall 
furnish  us  a  biographical  card,  which  we  shall 
pay  for?  I  do  not  understand  that  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  is  preparing  such  a  card 
now.  It  may  be  worthy  of  discussion  whether 
we  want  such  a  card  prepared. 

Miss  Ambrose:  It  seems  to  me  a  card  of 
that  kind  would  be  extremely  helpful  in  small- 
er libraries  that  are  limited  in  biographical 
books. 

Mr.  Jones:  I  would  suggest  that  in  the 
case  of  authors  for  whom  we  most  need  those 
facts,  new  authors,  the  facts  would  not  be 
available.  Could  we  have  a  copyright  note 
by  which  each  author  should  furnish  the  de- 
sired facts? 

Chairman  :  Mr.  Hanson  could  answer  that, 
perhaps. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  have  familiarity  with  copy- 
right authors  that  many  librarians  do  not 
meet  with,  but  whom  we  must  have  informa- 
tion about  to  distinguish  from  other  well- 
known  authors  of  the  same  name.  We  have 
a  method  of  getting  at  them  through  the  copy- 
right records,  and  we  write  them,  sending  a 
blank,  and  occasionally  ask  them  to  give  in- 
formation of  their  other  works.  That  is  put 
on  a  preliminary  card,  and  before  every  new 
author  such  a  biographical  card  is  inserted. 
I  believe  this  is  an  old  practice,  used  in  many 
libraries. 

Mr.  BowKER :  The  Publishing  Board  would 
like  a  show  of  hands  on  how  many  libraries 
would  like  such  a  biographical  card.  At  first 
sight  this  struck  me  as  a  most  valuable  sug- 
gestion. It  would,  of  course,  cost  the  extra 
half  cent  or  cent  —  whatever  it  might  be  — 
for  the  card;  on  the  other  hand,  it  might  be 
of  great  value  to  the  reader.  I  suggest  that 
we  have  a  show  of  hands,  not  pro  and  con  — 
simply  pro. 

Miss  Van  Valkenburgh:  I  am  especially 
interested  in  this,  because  we  tried  such  a 
card  in  our  library.  We  thought  an  informa- 
tion card  was  going  to  be  a  desirable  thing. 
We  tried  it  for  about  two  years,  and  we  found 
it  was  very  little  used  indeed  for  biographical 


purposes.  People  wanted  more  information 
than  we  could  give  on  a  biographical  card. 
Of  course  it  is  very  desirable  to  differentiate 
authors  of  the  same  name. 

Miss  Ambrose:  Have  those  cards  a  distinct 
purpose,  as  of  assisting  the  catalogers  aside 
from  the  public? 

Miss  Van  Valkenburgh  :  From  the  stand- 
point of  a  cataloger  who  has  done  it,  we  didn't 
find  it  useful  to  us.  It  was  more  work  than 
help. 

Mr.  Brett:  Wouldn't  it  be  more  valnable 
to  the  small  library  than  to  the  larger  library? 
A  great  many  of  the  smaller  libraries  haven't 
time  to  look  up  authors.  It  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  of  value  in  our  library. 

Mr.  Andrews:  I  think  those  cards  would 
be  of  use  not  only  to  small  libraries,  but  to 
readers  in  larger  libraries.  I  do  not  say, 
though,  that  I  think  it  was  the  purpose  to 
print  a  card  for  every  author.  If  the  heading 
used  on  the  Library  of  Congress  card  gave  all 
the  information  desirable,  I  don't  see  any  use 
of  printing  it  again.  I  hope  the  proposition 
will  be  put  in  three  forms:  Those  who  want 
such  a  card  for  every  author ;  those  who  only 
want  a  distinctive  card  in  cases  where  dis- 
tinction is  desired ;  and  those  who  do  not  care 
for  such  a  card  at  all. 

Chairman  :  As  many  as  favor  such  a  card 
for  general  use,  please  rise.  i6  persons 
rose. 

Chairman  :  As  many  as  favor  such  a  card 
for  distinctive  purposes  only,  please  rise. 

Miss  Van  Valkenburgh  :  If  we  are  going 
to  have  the  same  material  on  the  other  cards 
we  won't  need  it  here. 

One  person  rose. 

Chairman:  As  many  as  do  not  care  for 
such  a  card  at  all,  please  rise.    None  voted. 

Chairman  :  We  have  still  another  of  these 
topics:  "The  committee  recommends  as 
strongly  as  it  can  the  importance  of  plactng 
the  subject  headings  and  classiAcation  nunh 
hers  (D.C.  and  E.C)  on  the  bottom  of  the 
card." 

Miss  Browne:  These  subject  heading  are 
simply  suggestive.  If  any  cataloger  has  al- 
ready started  with,  for  example,  "Birds"  m- 
stead  of  "Ornithology,"  he  can  simply  go  on 
as  he  has  begun.  The  same  way  with  the 
D.C.  and  E.C.  numbers.  There  are  certain  ones 
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that  perhaps  are  absolute ;  others  are  suggested 
to  go  in  one  place,  but  would  go  perfectly  well 
in  three  or  four  other  places ;  you  take  the  one 
that  fits  in  with  your  scheme ;  if  you  have  no 
scheme  you  can  use  the  one  that  is  sug- 
gested. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  The  Committee  on  Rules 
has  recommended  this,  and  unless  objection 
is  presented  here  this  meeting  might  endorse 
this  recommendation. 

W.  M.  Smith  :  I  don't  see  how  these  marks 
could  be  put  on  without  preliminary  classify- 
ing. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  If  the  work  is  done  at  the 
Library  of  Congress,  of  course  the  book  has 
to  be  classified,  and  it  is  very  easy  to  trans- 
late any  classification  mark  into  either  D.C. 
or  E.C.  It  would  be  an  additional  cost,  of 
course,  to  print  two  or  three  headings  at  the 
bottom  of  the  card,  but  it  has  to  be  done. 

Chairman:  In  other  words,  the  work  has 
to  be  done  for  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Miss  Kroeger:  The  subject  headings  are 
the  most  expensive  part  of  the  catalog.  It 
would  be  a  mistake  to  leave  off  the  marks. 

Chairman  :  A  show  of  hands  is  called  for. 
As  many  as  favor  recommendation  ot  this 
rule,  please  rise.  70  persons  rose;  contrary, 
none. 

Mr.  Bowker:  I  would  like  to  say  a  word 
upon  the  question  which  was  raised  of  print- 
ing certain  matter  in  the  Library  Journal. 
While  the  Library  Journal  is  technically  the 
official  organ  of  the  A.  L.  A.  it  would  seem 
desirable  to  send  such  material  to  all  the  li- 
brary periodicals,  and  I  should  suppose  that  it 
would  be  understood  that  the  committee  might 
so  do. 

Chairman:  In  the  formal  report  of  the 
committee  to  the  Publishing  Board  the  same 
plan  of  numbering  is  followed  that  was  fol- 
lowed in  the  last  issue,  or  edition,  of  Cutter's 
rules,  of  the  A.  L.  A.  rules.  A  number  of 
changes,  additions,  excisions  and  emendations 
have  been  made.    I  will  read  the  first. 

"la.  Enter  books  under  surnames  of  au- 
thors when  ascertained,  the  abbreviation 
Anon,  being  added  to  the  titles  of  works  or 
editions  published  anonymously." 

Now  the  question  has  been  raised  since,  by 
a  member  of  the  committee,  and  it  was  desired 
that  it  be  placed  before  this  section  for  de- 


cision, If  the  heading  of  an  anonymous  book 
is  always  bracketed  is  it  necessary  to  add  the 
abbreviation  "Anon"  to  the  end  of  the  title ? 

Mr.  Josephson  :  It  sometimes  happens  that 
an  author  signs  his  name  at  the  end  of  the 
preface.  In  that  case  the  name  is  not  on  the 
title-page,  and  should  be  bracketed  on  the 
heading.  We  have  to  distinguish  those  from 
the  really  anonymous  books  in  some  way. 
You  have  to  do  one  of  two  things,  either  put 
the  abbreviation  "Anon."  or  the  full  word 
"Anonymous"  on  the  top  line,  or,  as  we  do  in 
The  John  Crerar  Library,  put  a  note  at  the 
bottom. 

Miss  Crawford  :  It  has  been  my  experience 
that  the  word  "Anon."  at  the  end  of  the  line 
is  sometimes  confusing  to  the  reader  and 
brings  up  all  sorts  of  questions,  and  is  taking 
space  that  might  be  needed  for  something 
else.  I  do  not  see  its  value,  and  sometimes 
it  is  positively  misleading.  The  bracket  ex- 
presses all  that  is  of  real  use,  and  it  doesn't 
matter  whether  the  author's  name  appears  in 
some  other  place  in  the  book;  at  any  rate  it 
was  not  on  the  title-page.  The  brackets  tell 
that,  and  I  don't  see  the  use  of  the  abbrevia- 
tion. 

Miss  Wagner:  I  don't  see  that  the  public 
are  interested  in  brackets  or  in  the  word 
"Anon."  It  is  for  the  public  that  the  card  is 
being  made,  I  understand. 

Mr.  Josephson:  When  I  spoke  I  went  on 
the  supposition  that  the  title  entry  would,  as 
is  now  usual,  give  the  title  only  and  omit  the 
author's  name  from  the  title.  But  if,  as  I 
hope,  the  Publishing  Board  will  decide  to 
have  the  title-page  copied  exactly,  giving  the 
author's  name  in  the  title  as  it  is  done  on  the 
title-page,  then  you  don't  need  to  distinguish 
the  anonymous  authors  from  those  who  have 
signed  in  any  other  place  than  the  title-page, 
except  that  in  the  former  case  you  put  a 
bracket  around  the  name.  As  to  the  objec- 
tion that  the  public  is  not  concerned  with  the 
brackets,  that  may  be  true;  but  the  librarian 
is  very  much  concerned  with  knowing  wheth- 
er a  book  is  published  anonymously  or  not.  I 
should  like  to  have  instead  of  brackets  a  foot- 
note, telling  "published  anonymously"  or 
"signed  at  the  end  of  title-page"  or  "signed 
at  end  of  the  book." 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  would  like  to  call  atten- 
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tion  to  one  or  two  things.  In  the  first  place, 
many  popular  libraries  might  like  to  have 
extremely  simple  cards.  They  will  have  to 
realize  that  they  must  take  a  good  deal  of  in- 
formation they  do  not  want  if  they  are  to 
take  the  cards  made  for  all  libraries.  Mr. 
Josephson's  idea  is  a  good  one,  that  techni- 
calities shall  be  avoided  in  favor  of  good, 
plain  English  notes.  "Anon."  is  obscure  to  a 
great  many  people,  while  "published  anony- 
mously" is  pretty  plain  English.  If  such  a 
note  follows  it  is  not  necessary  to  use  any 
brackets. 

Mr.  Josephson:  I  rise  to  suggest  that  we 
should  discuss  the  question  of  sise  notation, 

Mr.  Fletcher:  What  we  have  to  consider 
here  is  whether  this  meeting  would  favor  one 
method  or  the  other  in  size  notation;  and  a 
consideration  of  that  question  might  be  large- 
ly affected  by  the  further  question,  Is  either 
of  these  methods  to  be  followed  for  the 
printed  cards?  If  you  should  be  told  that  in 
all  probability  neither  of  them  would  be  fol- 
lowed, it  would  prevent  a  good  deal  of  waste 
of  time  in  discussing  one  as  against  the  other. 
We  have  two  old  methods  that  are  men- 
tioned in  the  reports.  The  third  method, 
which  finds  a  great  deal  of  favor  and  which 
may  be  adopted  by  the  Publishing  Board,  is 
that  the  size  notation  shall  be  represented  by 
a  mark  giving  the  absolute  measurement  of 
the  book,  perhaps  in  centimeters,  perhaps  in 
inches  and  fractions. 

Mr.  Hanson:  These  three  questions  came 
before  the  committee  at  the  meeting  at  At- 
lantic City;  one  was  to  give  the  fold  symbol, 
as  is  used  all  over  Europe  and  in  the  larger 
libraries  of  this  country ;  the  other  was  to  give 
the  letter  symbol  adopted  by  the  A.  L.  A.  in 
1877;  the  third,  presented  by  Mr.  Hopkins, 
was  to  give  measurements  in  centimeters  of 
the  letterpress  and  of  the  page  —  not  of  the 
binding.  A  minority  report  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  Currier,  Miss  Kroeger  and  myself  urging 
the  fold  symbol.  Mrs.  Fairchild,  Mr.  Cutter 
and  Miss  Browne  are  the  majority,  because  I 
understood  Mr.  Hopkins  to  stand  with  them. 

Miss  Kroeger:  Mrs.  Fairchild  was  unde- 
cided, saying  she  was  inclined  to  the  exact 
measurement  in  centimeters;  Miss  Browne 
and  Mr.  Cutter  voted  for  the  old  letter  sym- 
bol; so  there  was  no  majority  of  the  com- 


mittee. Mr.  Hopkins*s  vote  was  for  the  ex- 
act size.  It  was  left  with  the  PuUishing 
Board  to  decide. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  The  report  is  for  the  figure, 
but  with  a  strong  prectilection  of  the  mem- 
bers who  signed  it  towards  exact  measure- 
ment, providing  that  should  be  adopted  bj  the 
Publishing  Board.  Three  of  us  argued  in 
favor  of  the  fold  symbol.  There  were  too 
main  reasons  argued,  one  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  readers  in  this  country  were  familiar 
with  the  figure;  the  4to,  8vo  and  i2mo  gave 
them  the  size  of  the  book;  and  that  the  ma- 
jority of  libraries  used  that  rather  than  the 
letter.  The  other  was  in  favor  of  aniformity. 
We  found  that  the  fold  symbol  as  a  measure 
of  height,  not  in  the  old  sense,  was  advo- 
cated by  the  Prussian,  the  Italian  and  the 
French  university  libraries  and  others.  But 
if  the  Publishing  Board  should  decide  to  adopt 
size  measurement  in  centimeters  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  anyone  of  the  committee  who 
will  insist  very  strongly  on  the  retention  of 
the  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Harris:  I  think  that  bibliographicaUy 
it  is  a  mistake  to  take  the  old  fold  symbol 
and  apply  it  to  size  notation.  It  is  not  size— 
it  represents  form  notation.  It  is  much  sim- 
pler to  give  size  in  mches  or  in  centimeters, 
whichever  you  prefer,  rather  than  to  use  the 
symbol  which  denotes  fold. 

L.  P.  Lane:  It  was  said  that  the  fold 
symbol  was  now  almost  never  used  to  indi- 
cate the  fold.  In  the  Boston  Public  Librvy 
we  use  it  to  indicate  the  fold  for  foreign  books 
and  old  books.  We  also  use  the  same  symbol 
in  the  case  of  American  books  to  indicate 
size.  There  is  considerable  dissatisfaction 
with  the  practice  and  some  of  the  cataloging 
staff  would  prefer  to  give  the  size  in  inches. 
How  would  that  apply  to  books  not  in  the 
condition  in  which  they  were  published?  Al- 
so I  should  like  to  ask  whether  it  might  not 
be  possible  where  the  fold  is  easily  disdn- 
Squished,  to  give  both  size  and  fold. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  That  is  really  the  practice  of 
the  Prussian  university  libraries. 

Miss  Browne  :  My  thesis  for  defending  the 
size  letter  is  that  25  years  ago  the  A.  L.  A 
thrashed  this  matter  all  over  and  decided  oa 
the  size  symbol.  Mr.  Bowker  has  used  that 
letter  symbol  from  that  time  on.     Miss  K^o^ 
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ger  found  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  libra- 
ries using  the  letter  S3rmbol;  library  classes 
are  teaching  the  letter  symbol.  My  chief  ob- 
jection to  the  fold  symbol  is  that  we  are  mak- 
ing one  sign  serve  two  uses,  which  I  think  is 
always  bad. 

Mr.  JosEPHSON :  If  the  Library  Association 
25  years  ago  decided  to  use  one  symbol  or  an- 
other symbol,  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
do  so  now.  The  objection  to  using  the  fold 
symbol  to  denote  size  is,  among  other  things, 
as  Mr.  Lane  suggested,  that  you  need  it  in 
case  of  old  books  to  tell  the  fold.  The  only 
rational  designation  of  size  is  by  centime- 
ters, or  inches,  if  you  prefer.  There  is  of 
course  one  difficulty  in  using  accurate  meas- 
urement in  centimeters,  if  you  have  a  book 
that  has  been  bound  and  cut  down.  But 
tliat  can  be  overcome,  I  think,  by  letting  the 
measurement  mean  letterpress  and  nothing 
else.  In  ordinary  cases  you  know  about  how 
wide  a  margin  is  if  you  know  the  side  of 
die  letterpress;  it  is  always  a  certain  propor- 
tion. You  don*t  need  the  size  to  tell  on  what 
shelf  the  book  is  put,  because  that  is  given  by 
the  call  number.  So  in  order  to  find  a  book 
you  don't  need  the  size  notation;  you  need  it 
to  see  what  size  the  page  is.  It  is  a  purely 
biliographical  notation. 

[Mr.  Hanson  here  read  rule  for  size  nota- 
tion for  books  "notable  for  age  or  rarity."] 

Mr.  Bowker:  In  the  days  of  our  youth,  in 
fact  almost  as  soon  as  we  were  born,  this  As- 
sociation, as  Miss  Browne  has  indicated, 
adopted  the  letter  symbol ;  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  reasons  that  operated  for  the  choice 
of  the  letter  symbol  are  stronger  now  than 
they  were  then,  because  the  symbol  has  in  the 
meantime  come  into  quite  general,  if  not  uni- 
versal use.  The  Association  at  that  time  had 
a  phrase  to  indicate  size.  The  objections  to 
the  old  fold  symbol  still  remain,  and  I  think 
one  very  strong  one  has  been  stated.  It  is 
not  only  that  the  numerical  system  of  8vo, 
i2mo,  etc.,  has  ceased  to  mean  what  it  origin- 
ally meant  and  is  confused  with  measurement 
size,  but  that  it  is  used  in  England  and  Amer- 
ica with  utterly  different  meanings;  and  that 
difference  continues.  That  is  to  say,  the  Eng- 
lish use  crown  octavo  and  post  octavo  and 
two  or  three  names  for  i2mo,  in  such  a  way 
as  to  cross  our  use  of  the  word  8vo  and  i2mo 


and  make  a  double  confusion.  I  feel  very 
strongly,  for  one,  that  the  method  of  breaking 
over  from  the  octavo  and  duodecimo,  etc., 
the  figure  designation,  into  a  definite  and  ac- 
curate letter  designation  was  a  very  ingenious 
and  very  useful  move.  It  is  difficult  to  get 
general  adoption  of  a  modification  of  that  sort, 
but  the  adoption  has  been  quite  general,  and  to 
me  it  would  seem  a  very  great  retrogression 
to  go  back  to  the  old  figure  symbol;  we  had 
better  adhere  to  the  A.  L.  A.  notation  of  25 
years  ago  and  custom  since,  and  give  a  sym- 
bol which  is  in  no  sense  confusing  or  mis- 
leading, following  that,  if  you  please,  with 
the  actual  size  measurement  in  centimeters. 

Mr.  Roden:  I  understand,  of  course,  that 
we  cannot  legislate  upon  the  subject,  and  pos- 
sibly our  discussion  will  not  influence  the  leg- 
islature. At  the  same  time,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  a  popular  library  in  the  middle  west, 
I  cannot  help  but  regard  with  apprehension 
the  small  but  insidious  innovations  which 
these  rules  seem  to  display.  Mr.  Josephson 
has  said  measurement  is  a  bibliographical  de- 
tail ;  in  popular  libraries  it  is  a  gratuitous  de- 
tail. It  could  very  well,  as  the  chairman  sug- 
gests, be  placed  at  the  end.  In  the  public  I 
am  dealing  with  I  should  say  the  old  fold 
symbol  is  most  commonly  used  and  means 
most.  It  occurs  to  me  that  a  combination  of 
fold  and  letter  symbols  might  be  used.  I  sug- 
gest this  as  a  little  concession  to  the  popular 
library,  and  it  is  the  first  I  have  heard  this 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Jones  :  An  objection  lo  exact  measure- 
ment is,  that  so  far  as  the  greater  mass  of 
books  that  we  have  to  deal  with  are  con- 
cerned, it  is  not  very  important  whether  they 
are  a  few  centimeters  larger  or  smaller,  and 
such  books  are  often  rebound  in  such  a  way 
that  if  we  have  an  exact  description  our  copies 
do  not  correspond.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Bow- 
ker that  the  symbols  adopted  by  the  A.  L.  A. 
25  years  ago  are  sufficiently  well  known  by 
people  who  are  handling  books  to  be  recom- 
mended as  a  system  to  be  adopted. 

Miss  Ksoeger:  I  have  been  teaching  in  the 
library  school  according  to  A.  L.  A.  measure- 
ments, yet  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  some- 
what absurd.  None  of  the  publishers  have 
adopted  it ;  1  suppose  the  newer  libraries  have. 
The  replies  received  to  the  questions  sent  to 
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the  various  libraries  last  June,  except  for 
the  newer  libraries,  indicate  that  the  majority 
arc  using  the  fold  symbol,  and  they  would  like 
to  know  why,  if  the  letter  symbol  is  such  a 
good  thing,  the  publishers  are  still  marking 
their  books  8vo,  i2mo  and  4to.  The  fold 
symbol  means  more  to  the  mass  of  the  people 
than  do  the  letters  O  or  D. 

Mr.  Bowker:  If  I  remember  correctly  the 
London  Bookseller  is  giving  the  exact  size 
and  measurement  now. 

Mr.  Habsis;  Many  literary  and  critical 
journals  give  the  size  of  all  books  recorded  in 
inches. 

Mr.  Bowker:  The  Publishing  Board  is  ex- 
tremely mterested  in  getting  the  feeling  of 
those  here  on  the  question.  I  want  to  sug- 
gest that  when  it  conies  to  the  rising  vote  or 
show  of  hands,  we  take  a  somewhat  compli- 
cated vote:  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
present  A.  L.  A.  letter;  those  in  favor  of 
returning  to  the  fold  (I  mean  not  in  the 
usual  sense)  ;  those  in  favor  of  exact  meas- 
urement in  centimeters;  those  in  favor  of  a 
combination  of  letter  symbol  and  centimeter; 
and  those  in  favor  of  the  fold  symbol  and  cen- 
timeter. The  board  wants  all  the  information 
it  can  get. 

Ch.\irman  :  I  will  ask  Mr.  Bowker  to  state 
the  first  proposition. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Those  in  favor  of  the  letter 
symbol,  the  present  A.  L.  A.  method,  please 
rise.    Twenty- four  rose. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Those  in  favor  of  returning 
to  the  fold  symbol,  the  8vo,  i2mo  and  4to 
please  rise.    Ten  rose. 

Mr.  Bowker  :  Those  who  prefer  a  designa- 
tion of  actual  measurement,  please  rise  —  with 
die  understanding  that  those  voting  for  this 
will  then  vote  their  preference  as  to  either 
inches  or  centimeters.    Seventeen  rose. 

Chairman  :  Your  next  proposition,  Mr. 
Bowker. 

Mr.  Bowker  :  Those  who  would  prefer  cen- 
timeters if  exact  measurement  should  be 
adopted,  please  rise.    Thirty-two  rose. 

Mr.  Bowker  :  Now  those  who  would  prefer 
inches  if  an  exact  measurement  were  adopted. 
Three  rose. 

Chairman  :  As  many  as  are  in  favor  of  the 
exact  measurement  coupled  with  the  A.  L.  A. 
symbol,  in  case  there  is  to  be  a  combination  — 


letter  and  exact  size  —  please  rise     Thirty- 
two  rose. 

Chairman:  Now  those  who  would  prefer 
the  combination  of  exact  size  with  figure  sym- 
bol.   Sixteen  rose. 

Mr.  Joseph  son:  We  might  have  another 
vote  on  whether  the  size  should  mean  letter- 
press or  book. 

Chairman:  Before  this  is  done  I  want  to 
call  attention  to  the  effect  of  binding  after 
cataloging.  If  this  scheme  is  going  to  take 
in  foreign  books,  and  you  are  going  to  get 
cards  promptly,  a  large  share  of  the  books 
^  ill  be  cataloged  before  they  are  bound.  If  a 
good  binder  does  his  work  conscientiously  and 
as  it  should  be  done,  if  you  give  the  page  you 
will  have  a  more  satisfactory  measurement 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  have  looked  into  this  ques- 
tion recently,  and  I  find,  where  libraries  do 
measure  in  centimeters  they  measure  the 
paper.  If  the  book  is  bound  they  measure 
the  outside  cover,  for  the  reason  that  when  the 
unbound  book  is  trimmed  down  for  binding 
what  is  lost  is  regained  in  the  binding.  I 
have  found  no  instance  yet  where  the  prac- 
tice that  is  advocated  by  yourself,  the  meas- 
urement of  the  letterpress,  is  followed  in  ac- 
tual work. 

Mr.  Josephson  :  Let  all  those  who  want  an 
exact  measurement  of  the  letter-press  please 
rise.    Two  rose. 

Mr.  Josephson  :  Now  those  who  want  size 
to  mean  the  outside  of  the  book.  Fifty-five 
rose. 

Mr.  Bowker  :  I  think  it  might  clarify  things 
if  we  take  the  vote  of  those  who  favor  the 
use  of  the  symbol  alone  as  against  those  who 
favor  the  use  of  the  S3rmbol  and  exact  meas- 
urement in  centimeters. 

Chairman  :  Those  who  favor  the  use  of  the 
symbol  alone  as  against  the  combination  of 
symbol  with  measurement  please  rise.  Twen- 
ty-three rose. 

Mr.  Bowker:  Those  who  favor  combina- 
tion of  symbol  with  exact  measurement,  please 
rise.    Fifteen  rose. 

Mr.  Bowker  :  If  there  is  no  other  business  I 
wish  to  move  the  very  cordial  appreciation  of 
the  Catalog  Section  of  the  admirable  report 
which  has  been  presented  in  such  detail  bj 
the  advisory  committee  of  the  Publishing 
Board.    Voted. 
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Mr.  Bowker:  Mr.  Hanson,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  con- 
veying to  you  and  to  your  associates  this  ap- 
preciation, which  I  know  is  most  thorough 
or.  the  part  of  all  here. 

I  would  also  like  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  for  his  admirable  presiding 
during  the  session.    Voted. 

L.  P.  Lane  :  I  move  that  the  program  com- 
mittee be  requested  to  assign  a  time  before  the 
end  of  the  conference  when  there  may  be  a 
continued  meeting  of  this  section ;  and  if  such 
a  time  be  found,  that  when  we  adjourn  we  ad- 
journ to  that  time.    Voted, 

Chairman  :  Let  me  announce  again  that  at 
the  close  of  this  session  the  secretary.  Miss 
Van  Valkenburgh,  will  be  ready  to  begin  the 
registry  of  persons  who  express  themselves 
as  willing  to  become  members  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Andrews  :  I  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  under  the  by-laws,  if  the  section 
wants  to,  it  can  adopt  rules  restricting  mem- 
bership ;  if  it  doesn't  adopt  rules  any  member 
oi  the  Association  may  be  a  member  of  this 
section  It  is  a  question  whether  we  wish  to 
confine  this  section  to  catalogers. 

Chairman:  It  is  an  important  point  or 
might  easily  become  an  important  point.  For 
the  ordinary  run  of  affairs  it  would  be  a  mat- 
ter of  no  consequence,  but  it  may  be  that  this 
section  will  sometime  wish  to  promulgate 
some  proposition  and  a  little  logrolling  might 
vote  it  down.  What  does  the  section  wish  to 
do  in  this  matter? 

Mr.  Windsor:  I  think  we  can  safely  leave 
it  open  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject of  cataloging.  I  don't  see  that  there  is 
an3rthing  gained  by  leaving  cut  anybody  who 
is  interested  in  the  work. 

Mr.  JosEPHSON :  1  move  that  a  vote  on  this 
question  be  postponed.     Voted. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  In  the  points  that  were  out- 
lined last  year  for  discussion  at  this  meeting 
there  were  a  great  many  details ;  we  have  not 
reached  a  fifth  of  them.  May  I  ask  catalogers 
to  get  copies  of  the  rules  recommended  by 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  look  them  over 
and  communicate  with  any  one  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  —  Mr.  Hopkins,  Miss  Kroc- 
gcr,  Miss  Brown  or  myself.  It  would  be  of 
the  greatest  assistance  to  us. 

[Miss    Kroeger    objected    to    giving    out 


copies  of  the  rules,  because  they  were  incom- 
plete.] 

Chairman:  I  think  we  have  no  right  to 
make  a  general  distribution  yet,  to  do  so 
would  perhaps  exceed  the  province  of  the 
committee ;  but  we  might  lend  copies  to  those 
who  want  lo  look  them  over. 

I  will  now  call  for  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations. 

[The  committee  reported  the  names  of  Mr. 
Hanson,  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  chair- 
man, and  Miss  Mary  £.  Hawley,  Chicago 
Public  Library,  for  secretary.] 

Mr.  Hanson:  I  am  the  chairman  of  the 
advisory  committee  and  we  have  a  great  deal 
of  hard  work  before  us.  I  would  ask  the 
section  to  accept  my  resignation.  I  really  do 
not  feel  I  can  give  the  time  necessary  to  make 
this  section  a  success  at  the  next  meeting. 

Chairman:  There  are  no  rules  governing 
us,  Mr.  Hanson,  but  I  beg  that  you  do  not  in- 
sist on  this,  or  if  you  feel  you  must  resign  that 
you  do  so  between  now  and  the  next  session. 

The  names  submitted  were  unanimously 
elected,  and  adjournment  was  taken  subject  to 
call  of  chair. 

SECOt/D   SESSION. 

The  second  session  of  the  Catalog  Section 
was  called  to  order  on  Wednesday,  July  10, 
Anderson  H.  Hopkins  presiding. 

Chairman  :  The  matters  that  were  of  first 
importance  to  be  brought  before  the  section 
were  discussed  yesterday.  At  the  same  time 
there  are  other  things  that  I  am  sure  would 
be  interesting;  and  perhaps  you  would  prefer 
to  bring  up  your  own  topics,  and  each  pre- 
sent something  you  would  like  to  talk  about. 

Miss  Wagner:  Is  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  question 
proper  for  discussion? 

Chairman  :  I  believe  that  question  was  re- 
ceived; please  read  it,  Mr.  Hanson. 

Mr.  Hanson  .(reading) :  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations,  mercantile  library  as- 
sociations and  the  like  are  to  be  entered  un- 
der place.  That  is  i  i  21  of  the  rules  sug- 
gested. 

Miss  Wagner  :  It  is  our  practice  to  put  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  under  Y.  M.  C.  A. ;  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
Boston;  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York;  instead  of 
putting  it  under  place.  There  is  a  separate 
association  which  has  a  distinctive  being  and 
the  local  associations  are  branches.    It  seems 
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this  is  much  more  logical,  and  where  the 
public  would  expect  to  find  reports  of  the 
y.  M.  C.  A. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  wish  to  state  in  support  of 
Miss  Wagner's  contention  that  Mr.  Cutter  in 
his  new  edition,  which  is  now  in  manuscript, 
was  rather  in  favor  of  changing  his  rule, 
which  reads  as  this  one  does.  He  has  always 
advised  entering  under  the  place;  but  he  was 
now  inclined  to  enter  under  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  not  only  for  the  general 
association  of  the  United  States,  but  for  the 
associations  of  the  various  states.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  however,  seemed  in- 
clined to  enter  the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.  under 
the  place,  on  the  ground  that  99  per  cent, 
would  look  for  Chicago  Y.  M.  C.  A.  under 
Chicago,  Philadelphia  Y.  M.  C.  A.  undec 
Philadelphia,  rather  than  under  Y.  M.  C.  A. ; 
and  that  the  same  was  true  of  the  mercantile 
library  associations. 

Miss  Crawford  :  Was  any  argument  brought 
forth  to  substantiate  that  statement  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  would  look  under  the 
local  name? 

Mr.  Hanson:  No  contention,  except  that 
it  seemed  to  be  the  general  experience. 

Miss  Crawford  :  It  seems  to  me  if  the  com- 
mittee would  correspond  with  public  libra- 
ries there  might  be  some  change  of  opinion 
on  the  matter. 

Miss  Wagner:  I  find  that  Chicago  enters 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  under  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  as  the  St. 
Louis  Public  Library  does. 

Miss  Crawford:  The  logical  thing  has  al- 
ways seemed  the  fair  thing  in  this  matter  — 
to  ask  one's  self  the  question,  Has  the  organ- 
ization a  national  existence?  And  if  so,  to 
enter  it  under  the  generic  name.  The  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  has  a  national  existence,  which  is  more 
important  as  a  governing  body  than  any  one 
of  the  local  associations.  And  the  same  is 
true  of  other  organizations.  If  they  have  no 
national  organization,  then  I  enter  them  un- 
der the  local  name ;  but  if  there  is  a  national 
association,  then  I  enter  under  the  generic 
name. 

Miss  Ambrose  :  Would  you  follow  the  same 
reasoning  for  entries  under  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  or  would  you  put  them  under 
the  place  ?  It  seems  to  me  the  same  reasoning 
would  apply. 


Miss  Crawford  :  I  shouldn't  wish  this  logi- 
cal process  to  supersede  the  better  rule  of  en- 
tering under  the  best  known  form.  And  I 
think  in  the  case  Miss  Ambrose  mentions  the 
best  known  form  would  be  the  locality. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  Miss  Wagner's  question  has 
launched  us  into  the  center  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult problem  of  all  —  that  is,  corporate  entry, 
entry  of  societies  and  institutions.  There  is 
an  underlying  principle  which  governs  onr 
distinctions,  I  believe.  There  is  a  distinction 
to  be  made  between  societies,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent institutions;  societies,  including  royal 
academies,  which  are  societies,  to  be  entered 
under  the  first  word  not  an  article;  on  the 
other  hand,  institutions,  galleries,  museums, 
libraries,  etc.,  which  generally  have  buildings 
and  are  affiliated  closely  with  the  place,  to  be 
entered  under  place,  unless  they  have  other 
distinctive  names  —  that  is  to  say,  names 
from  persons  or  geographical  locations.  That 
principle  would  to  some  extent  afifect  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  and  mer- 
cantile libraries. 

Miss  Crawford:  Would  that  override  the 
other  rule  of  entering  under  the  best  known 
form?  Would  the  institution  entry  override 
the  principle  of  entering  under  best  known 
form? 

Mr.  Hanson:  That  rule  we  have  not  for- 
mulated. We  have  not  considered  as  broad 
a  rule  as  that  —  entry  under  best  known  form. 
We  have  tried  to  lay  down  some  rule  that 
should  govern  entry  under  place  and  entry 
under  name;  and  what  we  are  really  trying 
to  get  at  is  best  known  form. 

Miss  Crawford  :  I  appreciate  that,  and  there 
ought  to  be  some  ground  on  which  to  make 
exceptions.  I  think  your  distinction  between 
institutions  and  societies  is  a  good  one.  Is 
not  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  a  good  case  to  make  an 
exception  ? 

Mr.  Hanson:  Yes,  that  is  the  21st  excep- 
tion, is  it  not,  under  the  rule?  The  general 
rule  is,  "Enter  societies  under  the  first  word 
not  an  article  or  serial  number,  of  its  cor- 
porate name."  Then  there  are  22  exceptions, 
and  we  began  with  the  21st. 

L.  P.  Lane:  I  don't  know  whether  the 
practice  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  is  of 
interest,  but  personally  I  incline  to  the  views 
Miss  Crawford  has  expressed.    The  Boston 
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Public  Library  strives  to  use  the  corporate 
name  where  there  is  a  corporate  name,  carry- 
ing that  practice,  I  think,  to  an  extreme  de- 
gree, so  that  they  enter  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce under  Chamber  of  Commerce,  so  and 
so.  I  understand  under  this  rule  Chamber  of 
Commerce  would  be  entered  under  the  name 
of  the  place. 

Mr.  Hanson:  Yes.  We  propose  to  enter 
all  boards  of  trade,  all  chambers  of  commerce 
under  the  name  of  the  city  or  state. 

Miss  Kroeger  :  That  comes  under  rule  i  i  9 : 
If  a  body's  name  begins  with  such  words  as 
"board,"  "corporation,"  "trustees,"  enter  that 
part  of  the  name  by  which  they  are  usually 
known. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  This  will  be  very  helpful  to 
the  committee,  because  it  shows  that  in  the 
case  of  exception  21  there  is  a  strong  senti- 
ment of  entering  it  under  name  instead  of  un- 
der place. 

Miss  Crawford  :  Would  you  make  that  same 
application  to  mercantile  libraries?  It  seems 
to  me  in  that  case  the  place  is  what  people 
would  look  for,  just  as  they  would  for  a 
public  library. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  Yes,  personally  I  should  feel 
disposed  to  give  in  on  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  ques- 
tion, but  not  on  the  mercantile  library. 

Miss  Wagner:  The  mercantile  library  has 
uo  general  organization.  If  you  enter  the 
local  Y.  M.  C.  A.  under  the  city  you  are  forc- 
ing the  people  to  look  in  perhaps  30  or  40 
places. 

Mr.  BiscoE :  Is  it  the  purpose  of  the  author 
arangement  to  show  what  the  library  has  on 
Y.  M.  C.  A.? 

Miss  Wagner:  It  is  the  purpose  to  show 
what  the  library  owns  under  the  authorship 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  And  to  find  that  you 
force  the  person  to  look  into  as  many  different 
places  as  there  are  Y.  M.  C.  A.*s  represented 
in  your  catalog.  The  person  who  comes  to 
your  catalog  wanting  to  know  what  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  publications  you  have  has  a  right  to  find 
them  in  one  place. 

Mr.  Hanson:  He  could  always  find  it  by 
cross-reference  under  the  general  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
to  every  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.  represented  in  the 
catalog.  The  contention  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  was  that  in  a  great  majority  of 
cases  a  man  is  interested  in  a  particular  Y. 


M.  C.  A.  If  he  comes  to  study  all  Y.  M.  C' 
A.'s  the  catalog  must  make  provision  to  help 
him. 

Chairman:  I  am  one  who  maintains  the 
thesis  that  no  one  has  a  right  to  expect  to  find 
everything  pertaining  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  under 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  author  catalog. 

Miss  Wagner  :  It  seems  to  me  in  the  author 
catalog  you  have  a  right  to  expect  to  find 
what  the  author  has  written,  therefore  you 
have  a  right  to  find  what  the  Y.  M.  C.  A^  is 
responsible  for. 

Mr.  Biscoe  :  Why  isn't  it  the  same  thing  to 
expect  to  find  out  everything  about  the  Epis- 
copal church  under  "Episcopal  church"? 
Isn't  every  branch  of  the  Episcopal  church  a 
part  of  the  general  Episcopal  church? 

Miss  Wagner:  The  answer  in  our  library 
would  be  that  nobody  asks  for  that  informa- 
tion, as  they  do  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Chairman:  Are  you  sure  the  reason  they 
ask  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  that  way  is  not  be- 
cause you  catalog  it  that  way,  and  they  have 
learned  to  look  for  it  there? 

Miss  Wagner:  My  answer  is  that  for  the 
last  seven  years  we  entered  Y.  M.  C.  A.  under 
place.  The  change  was  made  in  agreement 
with  the  demand  at  the  issue  desk. 

Chairman  :  That  is  just  the  kind  of  thing 
we  want  to  find  out. 

Miss  Crawford:  Under  i  i  12  what  would 
you  advise  regarding  the  Carnegie  libraries 
which  in  large  numbers  have  assumed  the 
name  Carnegie  since  the  endowment  of  the 
building?  Would  you  give  them  all  as  Car- 
negie libraries  of  so-and-so,  or  wotdd  you 
still  preserve  the  form  showing  the  library 
was  supported  by  the  city  in  which  it  was? 
For  example,  Pittsburgh  Carnegie  Library  and 
Atlanta  Carnegie  Library  —  introducing  the 
word  Carnegie  right  after  the  city?  Or 
would  you  advise  putting  the  word  Carnegie 
for  all  of  these  libraries? 

Mr.  Hanson:  I  have  not  had  to  deal  with 
that  question.  I  should  think  they  would  be 
entered  under  the  name  of  the  city,  and  then 
if  you  want  to  bring  the  entire  Carnegie 
record  together  you  can  make  a  second  en- 
try. 

Chairman  :  This  raises  the  question  whether 
or  not  the  designation  "Carnegie  library"  is  an 
official  one.    If  it  is  not,  then  it  is  a  name 
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which  has  come  up  by  common  consent,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  nothing  but  time  would 
enable  us  to  determine  exactly  how  it  should 
be  treated ;  the  conservative  thing  would  be  to 
use  the  name  of  the  place. 

Miss  Ambrose:  I  would  like  to  hear  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  —  it  is  the  same  principle 
in  three  different  places,  i  i  4,  lis  smd  i  i  16 
—  as  to  entering  professional  schools,  libraries 
and  obseiTatories  separately  if  they  have  dis- 
tinctive names  separate  from  the  corporations 
that  they  belong  to. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  think  it  wotdd  be  better  to 
enter  the  colleges  of  American  universities 
under  the  name  of  the  university.  It  is  an 
easy  rule  to  follow  and  a  rule  that  has  been 
followed  in  American  libraries.  On  the  other 
hand  we  have  peculiar  cases  ^- the  medical 
schools,  for  instance,  which  have  distinctive 
names  and  are  often  situated  a  hundred  miles 
from  the  mother  school.  "College  libraries 
and  local  college  societies  under  the  name  of 
the  college,  but  the  Bodleian  library  may  be 
put  under  Bodleian.  Intercollegiate  societies 
and  Greek  letter  fraternities  under  the  name." 
I  think  all  will  agree  with  that,  i  i  16,  "Ob- 
servatories under  the  name  of  the  place,  ex- 
cept that  those  having  distinctive  names  are 
to  be  entered  under  that  name.  Refer  for 
university  observatories  from  the  university." 
I  personally  think  that  is  unfortunate;  I 
would  prefer  to  see  university  and  observa- 
tories under  university.  For  instance,  for 
Washburn  observatory  1  would  say,  "Wiscon- 
sin university,  Washburn  observatory." 

Miss  Crawford:  Under  i  h  i,  "Enter  Gov- 
ernment bureaus  or  offices  subordinate  to  a 
department  directly  under  the  country  not  as 
sub-heading  under  departments."  Is  it  pro- 
posed to  invert  the  name  of  the  bureau  or 
office  so  as  to  bring  the  distinctive  name  to 
the  fore  or  let  it  read  in  its  natural  way? 

Mr.  Hanson  :  The  practice  of  inverting  has 
been  followed,  I  think,  in  the  majority  of 
American  catalogs.  We  have  not  as  yet  in- 
verted our  headings.  We  are  printing  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  read,  as  "Bureau 
of  Education";  but  that  does  not  mean  we 
may  not  arrange  entries  under  United  States, 
Education, 

L.  P.  Lane:  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
most  desirable  to  harmonize  the  practice  of 


ths  Superintendent  of  Documents  with  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  in  this  nutter.  In  the 
"Comprehensive  catalogue"  there  is  this  in- 
version, and  it  seems  to  me  it  has  been  very 
judiciously  done.  In  the  present  practice  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library,  however,  it  is  not 
done. 

Miss  Ambrose  :  I  should  like  a  definition  of 
the  word  "local"  in  i  i  20. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  i  i  ao :  "Purely  local  benevo- 
lent or  moral  or  similar  societies  under  the 
place." 

Mr.  Cutter  said  that  he  had  more  trouble 
with  this  rule  than  with  any  other.  He  had, 
in  tact,  I  believe  decided  to  enter  under  name, 
not  under  place,  but  it  seems  during  the  dis- 
cussion he  changed  back  to  the  old  rule. 

Miss  Kroeger  :  That  was  in  deference  to  the 
majority  vote.  Mr.  Cutter's  opinion  favored 
entry  under  name. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  His  reason  seemed  to  be  that 
those  referring  to  these  local  societies  were 
the  citizens  of  the  place  where  they  were  sit- 
uated and  they  sought  the  name  of  the  society. 
If  the  people  in  other  states,  using  other  cata- 
logs, were  looking  for  the  societies,  they  would 
not  remember  the  name.  In  fact,  the  only 
thing  that  remains  in  one's  memory  is  the 
name  of  the  place,  and  one  naturally  would 
look  under  the  place  for  it. 

Chairman  :  As  I  understand  Miss  Ambrose 
she  raises  the  question  how  large  a  locality 
might  be  meant — ^whether  it  should  go  to 
the  limits  of  a  county  or  a  state.  I  should 
have  supposed  it  meant  a  narrower  locality 
and  would  apply  to  a  city  or  town  —  a  vicin- 
age. 

Mr.  JosEPHSON :  Perhaps  it  might  be  well  to 
let  the  word  "local"  mean  here  what  it  means 
in  "local  geograph/'  —  anything  belonging  to 
the  state  —  not  taking  in  towns. 

I  should  like  to  bring  up  I  k:  "Enter  com- 
mentaries accompanied  by  the  full  text  of  the 
ATork  under  the  name  of  the  author."  And 
then  exceptions  only  when  the  text  is  not  to 
be  readily  distinguished  from  the  conunentaiy. 
We  have  a  good  many  cases  where  the  text 
is  particularly  short  —  a  text  of  from  four  or 
five  or  ten  pages  —  and  then  comes  a  commen- 
tarv  of  several  hundred  pages.  It  seems  ab- 
surd to  catalog  a  text  of  five  or  ten  pages  ac- 
companied by  a  commentary  of  five  or  six 
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hundred  pages  under  the  name  of  the  author 
of  the  text. 

Miss  Kroeger:  That  is  provided  for  in  the 
rule.  "Except  when  the  text  is  distributed 
through  the  commentary  in  such  a  manner  as 
not  to  be  readily  recognized  or  is  insignificant 
as  compared  with  the  commentary."  That  is 
designed  to  fit  just  such  cases. 

Mr.  Hanson:  There  is  another  rule,  on 
laws,  I  h  3 :  "Laws  on  one  or  more  particular 
subjects,  whether  digested  or  merely  collected, 
to  be  entered  under  the  collector  or  digester, 
with  added  entry  under  country." 

I  think  that  is  a  departure  from  the  present 
practice,  which  has  been  to  enter  New  York 
laws  on  state  taxation  under  New  York,  State 
Legislature,  and  secondly  under  compiler  or 
collector. 

Miss  Ambrose  :  If  you  had  a  compilation  of 
road  laws  of  Illinois,  you  would  put  that  un- 
der the  compiler  first  and  secondly  under  Il- 
linois State  Legislature? 
Mr.  Hanson  :  Yes. 

L.  P.  Lane:  Under  i  h  and  i  q  I  would 
like  to  ask  whether  a  proclamation  by  the 
king  of  England  would  be  put  under  Eng- 
land, or  Great  Britain,  King,  or  under  Ed- 
ward vii.  ? 

Mr.  Hanson:  We  enter  such  publications 
in  two  places;  the  official  proclamations  or 
edicts  under  the  name  of  the  country  with  a 
subdivision  for  king  or  sovereign,  and  then 
their  private  publications  under  their  names. 

Miss  Crawford  :  i  j :  "Enter  a  periodical 
under  the  first  word,  not  an  article  or  serial 
number,  of  its  title." 

What  is  the  judgn.ent  of  the  committee 
upon  newspapers?  Should  they  always  be  en- 
tered under  the  first  word  of  their  title,  or 
would  it  be  better  to  enter  under  the  name  of 
the  place? 

Miss  Kroeger:  We  consulted  Mr.  Fletcher 
about  the  rules,  and  he  suggested  this  very 
point,  bringing  up  the  question  of  newspapers. 
And  we  have  a  rough  draft  of  a  nile  to  enter 
newspapers  under  the  name  of  the  place,  put- 
ting the  name  of  the  place  in  brackets  and  not 
in  the  title,  i  j  also  brings  up  the  question  as 
to  whether  it  is  to  be  under  the  first  woid  of 
the  current  title  or  of  the  original  title. 

Miss  Graham:  i  i  15:  "Exhibitions  under 
the  name  of  the  place  where  they  are  held." 


It  would  seem  to  me  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Pan-American  Exposition,  that  shotdd  be 
first,  rather  than  Buffalo.  Also  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition. 

Mr.  Hanson  :  I  think  a  majority  of  the  ex- 
positions in  this  country  have  specific  names. 
In  the  discussion  of  the  committee  I  think 
Mr.  Cutter  proposed  the  rule  as  follows: 
"Enter  under  the  name  of  the  place  in  case  of 
expositions,  always  making  a  cross-reference 
from  the  special  name  of  the  exposition,  if  it 
has  one."  In  all  cases  it  would  be  necessary 
that  the  cross-reference  should  be  made  from 
the  special  name  by  which  it  is  known  —  as 
the  Cotton  States,  Pan-American,  World's 
Columbian. 

Chairman:  Is  there  anything  more  to  say 
on  this  subject?  If  not,  Miss  Graham,  you 
might  bring  up  that  question  you  spoke  to  me 
about  this  morning. 

Miss  Graham:  The  matter  Mr.  Hopkins 
refers  to  was  regarding  the  revision  of  the 
"A.  L.  A.  catalog"  of  the  5000  best  books. 
We  feel  the  need  in  small  libraries,  and  I 
think  the  need  is  felt  where  libraries  are  try- 
ing to  organize,  for  a  revision  of  that  catalog. 
We  all  use  that  in  small  libraries  when  mak- 
ing out  lists  of  standard  works.  There  are 
many  of  them  out  of  print  If  we  could  have 
a  revision  of  that  catalog  on  printed  cards  it 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  great  help  in  the 
work  of  library  extension  as  well  as  to  smaller 
libraries  which  have  little  cataloging  force  — 
where  the  librarian  has  to  be  cataloger. 

Chairman:  I  thought  perhaps  enough 
would  be  interested  in  this  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion in  such  a  way  that  the  Publishing  Board 
would  take  it  up.  It  may  be  cards  are  in  ex- 
istence that  might  be  reprinted  for  this  work. 

Miss  Ambrose:  There  is  a  supplement  to 
this  catalog  just  about  ready  to  come  out. 
Would  that  include  new  editions  or  simply 
new  books? 

Mr.  Flefcher  :  The  matter  has  been  put  off 
to  such  a  large  extent  that  the  State  Library 
at  Albany  has  undertaken  to  publish  this  sup- 
plement; but  it  has  been  delayed.  They  in- 
tend to  print  it  for  their  own  state  use,  but 
allow  the  Publishing  Board  to  distribute  it  to 
other  places.  As  to  a  revision,  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  has  been  undertaken.  I  think  that 
the  original  edition  was  not  electrotyped,  and 
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that  there  are  no  plates  existing  to  reprint  it 
from. 

Chairman  :  I  will  read  a  question  from  the 
Hartford  Public  Library  on  the  arrangement 
of  author,  editor  and  translator  in  a  card  cat- 
alog—  whether  to  be  put  in  one  alphabet  or 
arranged  separately? 

Miss  Crawford:  That  hits  upon  a  very 
practical  experience  which  we  had  in  Dayton. 
We  arranged  the  works  of  an  author  under 
the  author's  own  works;  then  the  author  as 
editor;  and  then  author  as  joint  author;  and 
then  the  author  as  translator;  alphabeting 
by  the  word  which  happened  to  follow  the 
name  of  the  author  at  the  top  of  the  line. 
We  tried  that  for  three  or  four  years,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  we  ourselves  in  our  own 
use  of  the  catalog  were  so  continually  run- 
ning up  against  our  own  arrangement  as  a 
thing  which  we  never  used  and  which  was  a 
constant  blunder  to  us  that  last  year  we  set 
about  rearranging  all  the  authors  so  as  to 
bring  them  in  one  alphabeting  order  by  the 
first  word  of  the  title,  regardlesss  of  whether 
it  was  as  author,  editor  or  compiler.  Of 
course  when  translator  or  editor  of  a  specific 
person's  work,  that  entry  was  placed  after 
the  others. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  That  is  our  practice,  after 
having  used  the  other  for  some  time.  We 
now  undertake  to  put  all  the  works  of  an  au- 
thor in  a  general  series,  whether  he  is  author, 
or  editor,  or  collector,  or  whatever  it  be,  if 
the  work  is  significant  as  his  work.  We  put 
those  all  in  one  alphabet,  as  if  there  was  no 
such  addition  after  his  name,  and  then  we 
put  at  the  end  the  two  notes  which  are  in  the 
nature  of  cross-reference.  If  a  man  is  trans- 
lator of  somebody  else's  work  we  cannot  very 
well  put  those  in  as  his  works.  Everything 
else  we  put  in  one  series. 

Mr.  Perley  :  In  the  library  of  the  Institute 
of  Technology,  of  Boston,  we  arranged  the 
authors,  joint  authors,  translators  and  editors 
all  in  one  common  alphabet.  It  seems  to  me 
in  a  library  of  this  kind  such  an  arrangement 
is  especially  good,  because  the  public  patrons 
•of  the  library  never  seem  to  take  very  kindly 


to  distinctions,  however  interesting  they  may 
be  to  the  librarians ;  and  it  happens  very  often 
that  the  American  translator  is  a  good  deal 
more  important  to  the  American  reader  than 
the  original  author  from  whom  it  was  trans- 
lated. And  in  the  same  way  a  joint  author 
may  take  equal  rank  with  the  author  in  the 
main  entry. 

Miss  Crawford  :  i  o  :  "Enter  under  highest 
title  unless  family  name  or  lower  title  is  de- 
cidedly better  known."  Will  you  keep  the 
title  in  the  vernacular  in  all  cases?  For  ex- 
ample, will  you  always  say  "Fflrst  Ton"  in- 
stead of  the  English  form,  and  "Graf  von," 
etc.? 

Mr.  Hanson:  There  is  a  varying  practice 
as  to  that.  I  will  say  for  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, where  they  are  purely  titles  of  honor 
or  minor  noblemen,  we  use  the  vemacnlar; 
but  we  have  fotmd  it  advisable  for  Idngs,  in 
fact  for  sovereigns,  to  use  the  designatioD 
king,  emperor,  pope,  etc.,  in  English. 

Miss  Kroeger:  Has  anything  been  said 
about  entering  sovereigns  and  popes  in  the 
vernacular  or  English  form?  The  rule  says, 
"May  be  given  in  the  English  form.** 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  think  we  should  generally 
feel,  as  Mr.  Cutter  expresses  it  in  his  rule, 
that  this  is  a  matter  of  progress;  and  before 
long  our  library  committees  will  not  tolerate 
"Henry"  instead  of  "Henri"  for  king  of 
France,  or  ''Lewis"  instead  of  "Louis."  We 
are  in  a  transition  stage,  and  this  "May  be" 
means  that  it  is  considered  allowable  while 
we  are  in  the  transition  stage  to  use  the  Eng- 
lish form  instead  of  the  vernacular.  But  give 
names  of  sovereigns  in  the  vernacular.  The 
same  thing  is  true  of  names  of  cities.  Some 
librarians  are  leading  us  a  little  and  giving 
Wien  for  Vienna. 

Mr.  Perley  :  It  seems  to  me  the  use  of  the 
English  form  would  largely  depend  upon  the 
length  of  the  custom.  I  think  for  the  names  of 
the  Italian  cities  which  have  been  given  com- 
nion  English  names  since  the  Middle  Ages  we 
are  justified  in  using  the  English  forms,  and 
the  names  of  persons  in  the  same  wmy. 

Adjourned  without  day. 
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SECTION    FOR    CHILDREN'S    LIBRARIANS* 


'p  HE  A.  L.  A.  Section  for  Children's  Li- 
brarians  held  two  sessions  during  the 
Waukesha  conference.  In  the  ab:»ence  of 
Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore,  chairman  of  the 
section,  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Miss  L.  £. 
Stearns^  who  presided  as  honorary  chairman. 

F/XST  SESS/OJ^. 

The  first  session  of  the  section  was  called 
to  order  at  2.15  p.m.,  Friday,  July  5. 

The  secretary  read  a  communication  from 
the  chairman,  Miss  Moore,  who  extended  her 
cordial  greeting  to  the  Children's  Librarians' 
Section,  and  expressed  regret  that  she  was 
unable  to  be  present.  She  also  expressed  her 
satisfaction  that  the  meetings  should  be  con- 
ducted by  one  whose  contributions  to  the  work 
of  children's  librarians,  both  by  the  pen  and 
the  power  of  her  magnetic  personality,  have 
been  so  far-reaching  in  their  influence.  Miss 
Stearns'  paper  given  at  the  Lake  Placid  con- 
ference, 1894,  she  believed  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  contributions  to  the  develop- 
ment of  work  with  children,  as  it  set  people 
thinking  and  talking,  and  stimulated  activity 
along  the  lines  indicated.  In  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  a  separate  section  of  the  A. 
L.  A,  Miss  Moore  said:  "It  is  most  encour- 
aging and  gratifying  to  feel  that  we  have  the 
support  of  those  whose  interest  in  library 
work  for  children  precedes  our  own,  and 
whose  wise  counsel  may  be  counted  upon  in 
considering  the  problems  which  have  arisen 
out  of  a  practical  experience. 

"It  has  been  the  chief  object  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  first  program  to  define  cer- 
tain phases  of  our  work  in  order  that  we  may 
proceed  with  a  clearer  vision  of  its  signifi- 
cance and  with  a  better  idea  of  how  we  are  to 
accomplish  the  results  at  which  we  seem  to  be 
aiming.  It  is  hoped  that  succeeding  meetings 
may  be  rich  in  profitable  discussions  of  prac- 
tical problems,  but  let  us  plan  our  programs 
with  the  utmost  care,  that  we  may  gather  a 
body  of  matter  which  shall  prove  valuable  for 
the  future  as  well  as  enlightening  in  the 
present. 

*  This  report  it  from  notes  furnished  by  Mits  Mary 
£.  Dousman,  secretary  of  the  section. 


"Most  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have 
assisted  in  the  making  of  the  program,  and 
to  those  who  have  volunteered  to  carry  it  to 
a  successful  issue. 

"We  feel  especially  grateful  to  the  libra- 
rians at  large  who  have  so  generously  re- 
sponded by  the  preparation  of  papers,  or  by 
participating  in  the  discussions,  to  thi«  special 
claim  of  ours  upon  their  time  and  thought." 

The  secretary  read  a  statement  regarding 

THE  CLUB  OF  CHILDREN'S  LDttAKIANS. 

At  the  A.  L.  A.  conference  in  Montreal  in 
1900  an  informal  meeting  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  personal  acquaintance  and  co- 
operation among  those  actively  engaged  in 
library  work  with  children. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting  an  organization 
was  formed,  to  be  known  as  the  Gub  of 
Children's  Librarians,  of  which  Miss  A.  C. 
Moore  was  made  chairman,  and  Miss  M.  E. 
Dousman  secretary.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  club  it  was  decided  to  divide  the 
work  into  departments,  each  department  to  be 
in  charge  of  a  chairman  appointed  by  the 
chair. 

The  secretary  of  the  club  was  instructed  to 
inform  the  secretary  of  the  American  Library 
Association  of  the  formation  of  the  club  and 
to  offer  its  services  in  the  making  of  the  pro- 
gram for  future  sessions  on  library  work 
with  children,  if  so  desired. 

The  result  of  this  proposition  was  that  at  a 
meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the  A.  L.  A 
it  was  voted  that  a  section  for  library  work 
with  children  be  established,  providing  such 
section  be  acceptable  to  the  officers  of  the 
Gub  of  Children's  Librarians.  The  section 
was  accepted,  and  the  program  for  the  same 
was  submitted  by  the  officers  of  the  club  to- 
the  program  committee  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

The  establishment  of  a  section  devoted  to- 
work  with  children,  as  a  result  of  the  efforts 
of  the  club,  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  for 
all  those  interested  in  this  branch  of  library 
work.  Special  thanks  are  due  the  chairman. 
Miss  Moore,  for  her  unremitting  efforts  in 
making  the  program  for  the  sessions  helpful 
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and  inspiring.  Thanks  are  also  due  chairmen 
of  committees  for  their  zeal  in  collecting  val- 
uable material  and  for  the  presentation  of 
practical  and  suggestive  reports. 

In  view  of  the  establishment  of  the  Section 
for  Children's  Librarians,  which  makes  pos- 
sible the  thorough  treatment  of  children's  li- 
brary work,  it  seems  desirable  that  the  Club 
of  Children's  Librarians  be  no  longer  con- 
tinued, its  special  purpose  being  accomplished ; 
at  the  present  meeting  of  the  section  it  is 
hoped  to  perfect  its  organization  and  outline 
its  plans  for  the  coming  year. 

The  first  paper  of  the  session  was  by  Miss 
Caroline  M.  Hewins^  and  in  her  absence  was 
read  by  Miss  Helen  £.  Haines.  It  dealt 
with 

BOOK   REVIEWS,   LISTS   AND   ARTICLES   ON    CHIL- 
DREN'S reading:  are  they  of  practical 

VALUE  TO  THE  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIAN? 

(See  p.  57.) 

The  subject  was  discussed  by  Miss  Haines, 
who  said: 

Miss  Hewins'  criticisms  and  deductions 
are  so  sound  that  there  is  little  to  add  to  what 
she  has  said,  except  in  the  way  of  assent. 
The  children's  librarian  who  relies  only  upon 
what  she  can  find  in  print  to  tell  her  what  she 
ought  to  think  about  children's  literature, 
leans  upon  a  broken  reed.  In  general,  re- 
views in  this  field  are  valueless,  owing  to  lack 
of  discrimination  and  of  good  taste,  and  to 
indifference.  The  reason  for  this  is  the  un- 
importance of  the  subject,  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  average  reviewer  or  literary  edi- 
tor. Miss  Hewins  has  stated  with  entire  fair- 
ness the  conditions  that  control  reviews  of 
children's  books.  Christmas  time  —  the  "rush 
season"  —  is  practically  the  only  time  when 
they  are  given  attention,  and  then  owing  to 
the  great  mass  of  review  copies  to  be  handled, 
notices  are  most  inadequate.  Indeed,  most  of 
these  notices  are  evolved  from  material  sup- 
plied by  the  publisher  with  the  book  —  the 
trail  of  the  publisher  is  over  them  all. 

There  is  not  yet  among  children's  libra- 
rians a  sufficient  **body  of  doctrine"  —  crit- 
ical judgment,  knowledge  of  books  —  to  pro- 
duce satisfactory  library  lists.  Such  lists  are 
too  often  made  up  from  hearsay,  or  through 
selection   from   other  lists,   which   is   almost 


always  unsatisfactory.  The  most  prevalent 
and  serious  defect  in  these  annotated  library 
lists  is  the  use  of  too  many  words  which  mean 
nothing.  In  this  work  especially  "th*  adjec- 
tive is  the  enemy  of  the  substantive."  Even 
the  Carnegie  list,  excellent  as  a  whole  and 
probably  the  best  of  the  kind  yet  published, 
is  crude  in  some  respects,  and  would  stand 
pruning.  There  is  too  frequent  use  of  such 
phrases  as  "a  wholesome  book,"  "a  cheery 
tale,"  "a  children's  classic,"  and  there  is  too 
great  a  preponderance  of  American  books,  of 
commonplace  "series,"  of  books  in  what  may 
be  called  the  public-school  rut.  As  an  ex- 
ample of  "what  not  to  do"  in  book  annota- 
tion, extracts  may  be  given  from  a  recent  an- 
notated list  of  children's  books,  which  in- 
cluded the  following: 

Warner,  S.    The  wide,  wide  world. 

Misf  Warner  is  one  of  the  best  friends  a  yooaf 
girl  can  have  as  chaperone  into  the  deligfatfol 
kingdom  of  romance. 

Weyman,  S.    The  house  of  the  wolf. 

A  modern  English  version  of  a  curious  French 
memoir  written  about  1620. 

Church.    Three  Greek  children. 

Mr.  Church  is  an  accomplished  restorer  of  the 
antique,  and  has  a  keen  discrimination  for  poiati 
appealing  to  child-like  nugnetism. 

Cooper.    The  spy. 

A  story  founded  upon  fact.  The  same  adven* 
titious  causes  which  gave  birth  to  the  book  dele^ 
mined  its  scenes  and  its  general  character. 

It  will  be  seen  that  not  one  of  these  anno- 
tations conveys  an  idea  of  subject,  quality, 
or  treatment,  while  in  two  of  them  at  least  it 
is  evident  that  the  annotator  knew  nothing 
at  all  about  the  book. 

Articles  on  children's  reading  are  in  gen- 
eral either  sentimental  or  prejudiced,  and  they 
are  not  of  direct  practical  use  to  the  children's 
librarian.  Reading  such  articles,  however,  is 
interesting  and  often  suggestive.  Their  best 
feature  is  the  hints  they  now  and  then  give  of 
some  book  or  class  of  books  that  has  pleased 
children,  and  that  the  librarian  does  not  know 
or  had  not  thought  of. 

Turning  to  specific  points  in  Miss  Hewins' 
paper,  one  is  inclined  to  question  the  strin- 
gent criticisms  of  the  "Pansy"  books,  the 
"Prudy"  books,  "Editha's  burglar,"  and  the 
like  stories,  that  certainly  do  delight  many 
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children,  though  they  may  not  be  of  a  high 
literary  plane.  Nor  do  I  believe  in  chil- 
dren's books  carefully  "written  down"  to  their 
audience  and  never  rising  above  their  com- 
prehension. "Words-in-one-syllable'*  books 
are  obnoxious  to  a  right-minded  child.  It 
is  a  good  thing  to  be  given  now  and  then 
what  is  above  our  comprehension.  What  we 
don't  quite  understand  holds  a  strong  fasci- 
nation. Nor  do  I  believe  that  the  "horrors" 
of  the  old  fairy  stories  are  particularly  harm- 
ful—  the  thrills  they  impart  have  a  subtle 
charm,  and  most  children  delight  in  "hor- 
rors." The  difficulty  is  to  steer  between  what 
is  vulgar  and  coarse  or  trashily  sentimental 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  limiting  of  a  chil- 
dren's collection  only  to  "pretty-pretty"  sto- 
ries, innocuous  but  utterly  without  character 
or  variety,  on  the  other.  Such  a  collection 
should  be  made  as  broad,  as  varied,  as  cath- 
olic as  it  can  be,  including  old  books,  English 
books  — Miss  Yonge,  Miss  Shaw,  Miss 
Strickland  —  not  just  current  and  American 
books. 

In  conclusion,  the  most  important  thing  is 
to  know  the  books  themselves.  This  could 
not  be  possible  for  the  librarian  of  a  general 
collection,  but  it  is  possible,  and  ought  to  be 
indispensable,  for  the  librarian  of  a  special 
class  of  literature.  A  children's  librarian  can 
make  herself  familiar  with  the  literature  suit- 
able for  children,  and  should  do  so.  Personal 
familiarity  is  better  than  all  "evaluations"  by 
other  people.  There  should  be  a  constant  in- 
terchange of  criticism  and  experience  among 
those  working  in  this  field  —  it  is  as  yet  small 
enough  to  permit  this.  This  should  be  large- 
ly personal  an<l  individual  —  not  brought  out 
as  a  public  expression  —  until  there  is  de- 
veloped a  better  basis  for  critical  and  literary 
discernment  in  this  subject  than  now  exists. 
The  most  important  thing  to  do  is  not  to  rush 
hastily  into  print  —  to  "educate  ourselves  in 
public"  —  but  to  set  to  work  to  know  our 
books,  and  through  such  knowledge  to  estab- 
lish a  fund  of  critical  judgment  and  experi- 
ence that  will  later  make  it  possible  for  the 
utterances  of  children's  librarians  to  carry 
weight  in  their  own  field  of  literature. 

There  followed  a  "collective  pap^r,"  in 
three  parts,  each  part  being  treated  by  a  spe- 
cial writer.    It  dealt  with 
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In  the  absence  of  Miss  Winifred  Taylor 
Miss  Edna  Lyman  read  Miss  Taylor's  con- 
sideration of 

I.      FICTION. 

(See  p.  63.) 
Miss  Lyman  also  read  the  second  paper  by 
Miss  Abby  Sargent,  on 

II.    fairy  tales. 
(See  p.  66.) 
The  third  paper,  in  the  absence  of  itJ  author, 
Miss  Ella  Holmes,  was  read  by  Miss  Ber- 
tha M.  Brown.    It  reviewed 

m.    science  for  children. 

(See  p.  69.) 

The  general  subject  was  opened  for  discus- 
sion by  F.  M.  Crunden,  who  said  that  he 
thought  it  was  unwise  to  make  a  distinction 
between  the  reading  of  boys  and  girls,  as  it 
tended  to  differentiate  the  sexes. 

He  also  believed  in  the  reading  and  reread- 
ing of  the  classics  and  standard  literature  to 
children  as  a  means  of  checking  the  craving 
for  new  books  which  is  a  characteristic  evil 
of  the  American  adult.  The  best  means  of 
judging  the  quality  of  a  new  book  was  to  set 
it  in  comparison  with  an  old  one  that  had 
stood  the  test  of  time,  so  that  familiarity 
with,  and  an  ample  supply  of,  the  best  liter- 
ature was  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of 
raising  the  standard  of  taste  as  regards  cur- 
rent books.  He  also  said  that  the  well- 
brought-up  child  will  usually  choose  the 
best  himself,  though  wise  direction  is  neces- 
sary, for  the  books  he  reads  influence  his 
whole  life.  Reading  aloud  to  children  is  of 
great  value  in  bringing  them  to  love  books, 
and  too  strict  a  grading  of  books  by  age  suit- 
ability is  inadvisable,  as  many  very  young 
children  enjoy  books  that  at  first  thought 
seem  beyond  them.  The  boy  who  reads  the 
best  books  will  not  choose  the  worst  com- 
panions. 

The  program  of  the  meeting  was  shortened, 
owing  to  arrangements  of  the  local  entertain- 
ment committee,  so  that  the  conclusion  of  the 
discussion  on  this  subject  was  carried  over  to 
the  next  session.  Before  adjournment  a  nom- 
inating committee  was  appointed,  made  up  of 
Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  Miss  Edna  Lyman 
and  Mrs.  Menzies. 
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SECOND  SESSION 

The  second  session  of  the  section  was  held 
on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  July  6.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30,  when  dis- 
cussion was  resumed  of  the  subject 

THE  BOOKS  THEMSELVES. 

Miss  W.  W.  Plummer  said : 

I  should  much  like  to  see  tried  Miss  Sar- 
gent's plan  for  the  story-hour,  t.  e.,  the  argu- 
ment of  the  story  being  given  first  in  the  at- 
tendant's own  words,  followed  by  a  reading 
from  some  good  version  of  the  original,  with 
judicious  skipping.  If  this  has  been  tried 
anywhere,  we  should  be  glad  to  know  of  it 
We  have  given  as  a  problem  to  our  class  of 
children's  librarians  the  selection  of  one  or 
two  books  of  Homer,  of  the  Odyssey  pref- 
erably, to  cut  and  edit  for  reading  by  or  to 
children,  and  have  always  found  that  what 
was  left  made  an  exceedingly  interesting 
story,  that  it  seemed  might  be  read  just  as  it 
was.  But,  of  course,  such  an  exercise  would 
require  an  unusually  good  and  very  intelli- 
gent reader  to  be  a  success. 

Fairy  tales. 
Belief,  on  the  part  of  the  author,  at  least 
while  writing,  is  necessary  if  one  would  pre- 
serve the  true  atmosphere  of  the  fairy  story 
and  communicate  the  right  enjoyment  to  the 
child-readers.  The  fairy  book  in  which  the 
author  tries  to  be  "smart"  and  is  continually 
thrusting  in  his  own  personality,  is  a  failure. 
He  must  forget  himself,  leave  the  present  cen- 
tury, and  for  the  time  be  as  credulous  as  the 
child  himself. 

Fiction, 

The  vulgarization  of  the  child  is  one  of  the 
dangers  we  must  avoid.  What  if  the  boy's 
father  does  read  the  New  York  Journal  and 
ihe  girl's  mother,  when  she  reads  anything, 
Laura  Jean  Libbey?  It  is  our  business,  as  li- 
brarians for  children,  to  see  that  by  the  time 
the  child  reaches  the  same  age  he  shall  like 
something  different  and  better.  And  how  can 
this  be  brought  about  if  we  let  him  steep  him- 
self in  the  smart,  sensational,  vulgar  and  up- 
to-date  children's  books  that  naturally  lead  to 
just  such  tastes  in  the  adult? 

We  must  also  guard  against  false  reasoning. 
Some  authors  whom  we  have  probably  never 
questioned  will  have  to  go,  if  thus  examined. 
I  am  thinking,  for  instance,  of  a  writer  for 
girls  who  has  been  generally  accepted.    I  ex- 


amined her  last  book,  the  story  of  a  little 
girl  and  her  grandmother,  apparently  plain 
people,  who  moved  into  a  stimmer  village 
alongside  of  a  family  of  fashionable  dty  peo- 
ple. The  question  with  the  children  of  the 
fashionable  family  and  their  friends  was 
whether  they  should  or  should  not  make  a 
friend  of  the  new  girl  —  she  was  nice;  but 
evidently  not  rich,  not  fashionable,  not  one  of 
their  kind.  The  cotmsel  of  the  minority  pre- 
vailed, and  the  children,  boys  and  giris  of  15 
or  16,  kindly  admitted  her  to  their  drde, 
though  not  considering  her  their  equal.  How 
they  held  their  breath  at  thought  of  their 
nearness  to  a  great  mistake  when  they  fonod 
she  belonged  to  a  fine  old  family  of  another 
city,  and  had  great  expectations  from  the 
quiet  grandmother !  "See  how  it  paid  to  be 
polite!"  is  the  tacit  morality  of  the  book, 
which  is  full  of  the  spirit  of  snobbery  while 
professing  to  teach  the  opposite.  It  behooves 
us,  therefore,  to  dip  into  books  before  pur- 
chasing or  recommending.  Nothing  will  take 
the  place  of  knowing  the  books  we  handle 
and  having  our  own  opinion  of  them. 

A  thing  we  have  to  look  out  for  is  the  in- 
tentional or  unintentional  imitation  of  the 
names  of  well-received  writers,  e.g.,  the  Marie 
Louise  Pool,  author  of  "Chums,"  to  whom 
Miss  Taylor  refers,  is  not  the  Miss  Pool  who 
wrote  "Roweny  in  Boston"  and  ''Mrs.  lHata 
Bradford,"  that  author  having  died  two  or 
three  years  ago.  The  person  who  uses  the 
same  name,  rightfully  or  wrongfully,  writes 
very  different  and  very  inferior  books. 

At  the  information  desk  we  have  made 
lists  for  various  classes  and  tjrpes  of  person— 
but  very  often  have  had  to  lay  these  aside  and 
make  a  special  selection  for  the  individual, 
after  talking  with  him  or  her.  This  is  as  tme 
for  children  as  for  adults  —  the  books  tint 
appeal  to  one  person  do  not  appeal  to  an- 
other of  seemingly  the  same  type.  Until  tlie 
proper  relation  be  established  between  tlie 
child  and  the  librarian,  he  cannot  be  infin* 
enced  very  much  in  his  choice  of  booki 
Sometimes  this  relation  may  be  established  ia 
five  minutes,  sometimes  in  a  week,  a  mootlii 
or  a  year ;  sometimes  it  seems  impossible  to 
do  it,  and  some  other  personal  influence  nniit 
be  waited  for. 

People  sometimes  say  that  the  childreii^i 
own  tastes  in  reading  should  be  our  gnidt 
This  is  true  thus  far :  that  if  a  child  is  read- 
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ing  books  that  do  not  seem  good  for  him  in 
our  judgment,  we  should  find  out  what  it  is 
til  these  books  that  appeals  to  him ;  then  look 
for  the  same  thing  in  books  that  are  better 
written  and  lack  the  objectionable  features, 
and  both  librarian  and  child  are  satisfied. 
Children  learn  a  great  deal  by  absorption,  and 
if  the  children's  librarian  can  give  them  the 
sort  of  plot  or  incident  they  want  and,  at  the 
same  time,  a  book  from  which  they  may  ab- 
sorb good  English  instead  of  bad,  high  ideals 
and  a  high  code  of  behavior  instead  of  low 
ones,  she  has  accomplished  a  great  part  of  her 
task. 

Science, 

With  regard  to  nature  books  for  children, 
I  am  glad  that  Miss  Holmes  has  spoken 
frankly  and  pointed  out  to  us  the  dangers  we 
incur  in  rushing  into  the  purchase  of  a  new 
kind  of  book  without  investigation.  The  tak- 
ing up  of  nature  study  and  the  study  of  art  in 
the  public  schools  has  meant  a  great  pressure 
upon  libraries  for  books  which  teachers  and 
pupils  have  heard  of,  but  of  the  merits  of 
which  many  of  them  as  well  as  ourselves  are 
unable  to  judge.  In  order  to  have  books 
enough  to  meet  the  demand,  our  temptation 
is  to  buy  entire  series,  every  book  we  hear  of 
in  these  lines,  whereas  our  best  plan  would 
be  to  get  them  for  inspection  only,  invite  the 
inspection  and  criticism  of  some  scientific  per- 
son, or  some  one  conversant  with  art  and  its 
literature,  and  reject  what  they  condemn,  put- 
ting in  duplicates  enough  of  the  approved 
books  to  meet  the  large  demand.  A  thing  we 
need  to  beware  of  is  the  stan^pede  —  the  wild 
rush  to  or  away  from  a  thing  without  reason- 
ing, without  stopping  to  think,  just,  because 
other  libraries  we  know  of  are  engaging  in  it. 
The  librarian  needs  at  such  times  to  keep  cool, 
brace  himself  or  herself  against  the  rush,  and 
when  the  dust  of  the  crowd  is  over  think 
things  out  and  go  ahead.  And  in  these  lines 
where  special  knowledge  is  necessary  do  not 
let  us  think  ourselves  infallible  or  even  alto- 
gether competent ;  let  us  be  humble  enough  to 
take  advice  and  information  from  those  who 
have  a  real  claim  to  know. 

J.  C.  Dana  said : 

The  papers  we  have  heard  read  tell  us  that 
wc  can  put  no  dependence  on  book  reviews; 
that  the  librarian  must  depend  on  herself. 
How  can  she  do  it?  There  are  no  laws  or 
rules  or  principles  of  book  selection.    Even  if 


there  were,  no  librarian  has  time  to  read  even 
hastily  all  the  books  for  children. 

If  she  wishes  to  evaluate  them  in  the  light 
of  any  possible  principles  she  may  have  laid 
down,  she  finds  the  principles  themselves  very 
shaky.  Experience  is  our  only  guide.  A 
friend  of  mine  much  interested  in  psychology, 
and  especially  in  the  psychology  of  young 
people,  and  especially,  again,  in  the  influence 
on  young  people  of  the  books  read  during  the 
years  12  to  16,  tells  me  that  as  a  result  of 
considerable  study  of  nickel-libraries  and 
news-stand  story  papers  of  what  we  call  a 
poor  kind,  he  thinks  this  literature  is  gener- 
ally harmless ;  is  perhaps  even  helpful ;  is  well 
above  the  intelligence  of  most  of  those  who 
read  it;  and  is  largely  written  by  men  and 
women  who  seriously  wish  to  help  to  bring 
light  and  joy  into  the  world.  If  our  general 
opinion  about  these  nickel-libraries  is  to  be 
given  a  shock  such  as  that,  what  may  we  not 
expect  as  to  other  classes  of  books,  of  our 
judgment  on  which  at  present  we  are  quite  as 
sure?  It  is  distressing,  the  amount  of  work 
that  is  being  done  in  this  country  nowadays 
even  by  the  librarians  themselves  in  their  at- 
tempt, each  by  herself  alone,  to  come  to  sound 
conclusions  in  regard  to  the  value  of  books 
for  children.  We  don't  care  to  read  these 
books.  We  read  them  when  we  arc  weary,  wc 
read  too  many  of  them.  Our  own  taste,  if 
originally  good,  gets  perverted;  our  point  of 
view  gets  prejudiced ;  and  our  opinions  are  of 
very  little  value  when  formed.  Why  not  try 
co-operation?  I  suggest  that  you  appoint  a 
committee  to  formulate  some  scheme  for  se- 
curing the  beginning  of  an  evaluated  list  of 
children's  books ;  and  that  this  committee  see 
that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  scheme,  enough 
to  show  us  another  year  how  it  can  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  on,  be  completed  before  our 
next  annual  meeting.  I  would  suggest,  for 
example,  that  this  committee,  in  the  first 
place,  collect  from  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion sufficient  money  in  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions lo  pay  for  postage,  clerical  work  and 
printing,  in  beginning  the  evaluated  list;  that 
?hey  then  appoint  some  person  to  set  in  mo- 
tion the  machinery  necessary  for  getting  to- 
gether a  set  of  evaluations.  She  would  per- 
haps begin  by  selecting  almost  at  random  500 
story  books  for  young  people  of  the  ages  10 
to  14.  This  list  she  would  submit,  in  whole 
or  in  small  sections,  to  as  many  active  libra- 
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rians  who  are  interested  in  children's  litera- 
ture, as  she  could  get  into  conununication 
with.    Having  secured  from  them  opinions, 
she  would  tabulate  the  results  of  the  read- 
ing of  each  book  and  compile  from  these 
opinions  a  brief  note.    She  would,  perhaps, 
submit  to  us  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  brief 
list,  in  type,  with  or  without  annotations,  of 
story  books  for  children  that  are  not  good, 
another  brief  list  of  story  books  for  children 
that  are  good.    Without  going  further  into 
detail  I  think  you  will  see  that  in  some  such 
way  as  this,  we  can  make  the  readmg  we 
now  do  along  these  lines  permanently  helpful 
to  one  another.    We  can  perhaps  in  two  or 
three  years  produce  a  foundation  list  of  books 
for  young  people  on  which  we  can  depend; 
we  can  then  continue  the  evaluating  process  for 
other  books  as  they  appear  from  year  to  year. 
H.  C.  Wellman  directed  attention  to  the 
economy  which  would  result  from  a  printed 
list  of  juvenile  books  to  be  prepared  and  is- 
sued by  the  Section  of  Children's  Librarians 
and  used  as  a  catalog  of  the  juvenile  collec- 
tions in  public  libraries.    Such  a  list  should 
not  only  embody  the  joint  opinion  of  the  best 
authorities,  but  should  effect  a  saving  of  90 
per  cent,  in  the  work  of  preparing  and  the 
cost  of  printing  separate  lists  for  each  library. 
The  joint  lists,  containing  500  or  more  titles, 
could  be  set  up  with  slugs,  and  revised  and 
brought  down  to  date  in  frequent  editions. 
Some  simple  notation  could  be  adopted,  and 
the  juvenile  books  in  each  library  numbered 
to  correspond.    Then  the  list  could  be  pur- 
chased in  quantities  by  the  libraries  and  sold 
to  their  borrowers  at  a  cent  apiece.    The  re- 
sult would  place  within  the  reach  of  even 
small  libraries  a  juvenile  list  at  an  exceeding- 
ly low  price,  always  up-to-date,  and  of  a  qual- 
ity and  authority  which  should  make  it  supe- 
rior to  any  similar  lists  ever  issued. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Perry  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  ac- 
tion on  Mr.  Dana's  suggestion.  The  motion 
was  carried  and  a  special  committee  consist- 
ing of  Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Perry  and  Miss  Brown- 
ing was  appointed  by  the  chair  to  act  upon 
the  suggestion  at  some  general  meeting  of 
the  Association.* 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  H.  H.  Stanley  Mr. 
Wellman  read  Miss  Stanley's  paper  on 


*  F«r  report  of  this  committee  and  action  of  At- 
tociation  see  Proceedings,  p.  230. 


REFERENCE  WORK  FOR  CHILOBBN. 

(See  p.  74.) 
Mr.  Wellman  then  discussed  the  question 
of  whether  the  bulk  of  reference  work  with 
children  should  be  carried  on  in  the  schooU 
or  at  the  library,  and  urged  the  claims  of  the 
library.  The  ultimate  aim  of  reference  work 
with  children  is  to  teach  them  to  use  the  li- 
brary during  school  life  and  after  for  pur- 
poses of  study  and  self-education.  To  accom- 
plish this  end  no  person  is  so  competent  is 
the  librarian  and  no  place  so  appropriate  as 
the  library. 
Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman  said: 
Miss  Stanley's  excellent  report  appears  to 
furnish  just  the  sort  of  basis  for  a  discus- 
sion of  one  of  the  most  vital  questions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  work  with  children,  such  a  dis- 
cussion as  may  lead  to  a  much-needed  defini- 
tion of  principles  in  regard  to  this  side  of  the 
work. 

A  word  or  two  about  special  topics  men- 
tioned—  under  library  facilities.  In  addition 
to  the  books  for  reference  mentioned  I7  Mils 
Stanley,  there  is  one  which  may  not  yet  have 
come  to  the  attention  of  all  children's  li- 
brarians because  it  is  but  just  published— 
the  new  ''Index  to  St.  Nicholas,"  puUished 
with  the  consent  of  the  Century  Company  Iqr 
the  Cumulative  Index  Co.  It  has  its  imper- 
fections, but  it  certainly  should  prove  a  useful 
reference  tool  for  every  children's  librarian, 
and  the  best  simple  stepping-stone  yet  fur- 
nished to  the  use  of  Poole  and  the  other  in- 
dexes. 

Now,  for  the  general  subject.  Miss  Stanley 
says,  "I  think  we  are  agreed  that  for  the  chil- 
dren our  aim  reaches  to  a  familiarity  widi 
reference  tools,  to  knowing  how  to  hunt  down 
a  subject,  to  being  able  to  use  to  best  advan- 
tage the  material  found.  In  a  word,  we  are 
concerned  not  so  much  to  supply  informatioa 
as  to  educate  in  the  use  of  the  library." 

The  aim  is  well  stated,  and  we  are  agreed 
in  it,  I  believe,  but  are  we  agreed  as  to,  and 
have  we  given  sufficient  thought  to,  the  metb- 
ods  by  which  this  desirable  aim  is  to  be  ac- 
complished ?  Where,  in  that  ideal  ultimate  of 
co-operation  between  schools  and  libraries  to- 
ward which  we  are  striving,  will  the  necessafy 
instruction  be  given,  in  the  schools  or  in  tbe 
library?  Or,  if  in  both,  where  will  the  di- 
vision of  labor  be  placed?  I,  myself,  am  is- 
clined  to  think  that  the  formal,  systematic  is- 
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struction  in  the  use  of  books  should  be  given 
in  the  schools,  with  sympathetic  systematic 
help  on  the  part  of  the  library.  Is  it  not  pos- 
sible that  we,  as  librarians,  seeing  the  need, 
are  over-anxious  to  do  the  whole  work,  or  at 
least  feel  sometimes  that  we  can  do  the  whole 
work  more  easily  and  better  than  we  can  get 
the  overworked  teachers  to  do  it  —  though  a 
large  part  of  the  work  really  belongs  to  them. 

More  than  in  any  other  work  with  the  chil- 
dren, this  reference  work  requires  that  we  go 
back  of  the  children  and  begin  with  the 
teachers  —  no,  not  with  the  teachers,  but  with 
the  teachers  in  embryo  —  the  students  in  the 
normal  schools. 

Miss  Auc£  Tyler,  who  followed,  said  that  it 
was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  teach  chil- 
dren the  use  of  the  catalog,  which  should  be 
made  to  suit  the  mental  capacity  of  children, 
using  terms  with  which  they  are  familiar. 

In  Qeveland  the  children's  catalog  was 
made  upon  these  lines,  using  simple  subject 
headings  based  on  headings  used  by  Miss 
Prentice  in  her  "Third  grade  list"  and  the 
Pratt  Institute  lists. 

Teaching  children  in  the  children's  room 
how  to  use  the  catalog  is  the  only  way  to 
make  the  future  men  and  women  more  inde- 
pendent readers  in  the  public  library. 

Mr.  Hensel  closed  the  discussion  with  a 
short  account  of  the  reference  work  done  in 
the  G>lumbus  public  schools. 

A  paper  by  Miss  Clara  W.  Hunt  was  read 
on 

OPENING  A  children's  ROOM. 

(See  p.  83.) 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  Henry  J. 
Carr,  who  said: 

I  cannot  say  why  I  was  selected  to  discuss 
Miss  Hunt's  paper,  unless  because  I  was 
known  to  her  and  somewhat  familiar  with  her 
work  and  the  particular  children's  room  fitted 
up  under  her  direction  in  the  new  building  of 
the  Newark  Free  Public  Library. 

I  am  so  much  in  sympathy  with  Miss 
Hunt's  views  as  expressed  in  the  paper,  and 
regard  them  as  so  correct  that  I  can  do  little 
but  emphasize  the  points  she  has  brought  out 
She  has  been  eminently  wise  in  presenting  for 
consideration  some  of  the  proper  guiding 
principles  of  the  children's  room,  something 
that  is  too  often  lost  sight  of  in  the  attitude 
taken  by  those  responsible  for  their  establish- 
ment and  operation. 


We  should  not  look  upon  the  children's 
room  as  a  "kindergarten,"  or  playground  for 
the  younger  children,  so  much  as  a  stepping- 
stone  to  tide  them  along  to  the  reading  of 
books  adapted  to  more  mature  minds,  and 
hence  to  "graduate"  them  out  of  it  as  fast  as 
possible.  It  has  also  a  purpose,  which  is  a  fur- 
ther reason  for  retaining  in  this  room,  more 
or  less,  an  aspect  similar  to  that  of  the  adults' 
rooms.  Parents  to  some  extent  come  to  se- 
lect reading  matter  for  their  children,  and 
those  of  mature  years  but  immature  minds 
may  drift  into  this  department,  if  it  is  not 
made  too  juvenile  in  tone  and  appearance. 
Hence,  I  prefer  the  name  Young  People's  Li- 
brary to  that  of  Children's  Room.  I  have 
seen  boys  stand  aloof  at  first  for  fear  of  rid- 
icule for  going  into  the  room  "for  kids."  I 
prefer  to  have  the  discharging  of  books  done 
at  one  main  desk,  as  it  keeps  the  children  in 
touch  with  adults  and  gives  all  ages  more 
freedom  in  drawing  from  all  departments. 
Hence  we  have  no  special  juvenile  cards.  I 
should  advise  to  include  on  the  children's 
shelves  good  books  for  older  readers ;  to  avoid 
sets  or  the  writings  of  voluminous  authors, 
as  a  rule;  and  to  aim  to  seek  the  writers  of 
those  good  books  that  are  apt  to  be  over- 
looked. Discipline  and  good  order  should  be 
maintained  at  the  outset,  and  after  that  the 
children  should  be  let  alone,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible. They  like  to  have  a  chance  to  inform 
one  another;  those  becoming  first  familiar 
with  the  room  and  its  methods  will  only  too 
gladly  induct  newcomers  into  its  operation. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Sanders  said: 

The  librarian  from  Newark  speaks  from  ex- 
perience, for  hers  is  an  ideal  children's  room* 
both  in  equipment  and  administration.  At 
the  dedication  of  the  library  the  interest  cen- 
tered largely  around  that  department  Her 
interest  in  the  children  and  their  work,  so 
ably  expressed,  carried  me  back  to  the  early 
8o's,  when,  as  some  of  us  remember,  scarcely 
a  round  dozen  libraries  could  be  found  where 
children  were  admitted.  On  one  side  of  the 
door  we  saw  a  placard  reading,  "Children  not 
admitted  under  14  years";  on  the  other, 
"Dogs  not  allowed."  A  strong  appeal  was 
made  at  that  time  at  the  Thousand  Island 
meeting  for  children's  rights  in  the  public 
library  by  a  librarian  who  was  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  work  with  children,  and  admitted 
them  without  an  age  limit.    Glorious  has  been 
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the  response,  for  the  library  that  makes  no 
provision  for  the  children  to-day  is  the  excep- 
tion. 

At  Pawtucket  we  open  our  children's  rooms 
and  bid  them  welcome,  we  open  our  shelves, 
and  their  judgment  in  the  selection  of  books 
often  equals  our  own.  We  decorate  the 
walls  with  pictures  that  appeal  to  the  affec- 
tions, we  send  them  into  the  homes,  and  by 
and  by  we  see  an  entire  family  gathered 
around  the  table  deeply  interested  in  the  pic- 
tures and  the  description  of  them  as  they  read 
from  the  books  brought  home  by  the  children. 
We  put  in  our  cases  of  birds,  which  the  chil- 
dren delight  to  study,  and  soon  a  mother 
says  to  us,  "I  never  thought  much  about  the 
birds  till  the  children  began  to  talk  about 
them,  but  we  have  been  out  every  morning 
listening  for  the  new  calls  as  the  birds  appear 
in  the  spring.''  In  these  and  various  other 
ways  we  see  the  influence  of  the  children's 
room,  which  is  broadening  every  day. 

There  is,  however,  many  a  library  where 
the  children's  room  has  not  yet  materialized, 
either  from  lack  of  space  or  funds,  that  is  ex- 
erting a  powerful  influence  through  its  chil- 
dren, and  I  question  sometimes  whether  it 
may  not  be  a  mistake  to  draw  too  sharp  a 
line  of  separation.  Where  should  we  draw 
our  line?  At  just  what  age  do  girls  and 
boys  cease  to  be  children?  That  has  been  for 
me  a  serious  question;  I  wonder  if  you  have 
escaped  it,  and  if  the  children's  room  solves  it. 

I  am  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  opinion 
expressed  that  "the  management  and  spirit 
of  the  children's  room  should  correspond  to 
that  of  other  departments  of  the  library." 
There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  make  these 
rooms  a  play-room  —  the  children  coming  to 
be  amused,  and  the  time  of  one  person  de- 
voted to  their  amusement.  If  this  is  the  de- 
sign of  the  children's  room,  our  own  young 
people  at  Pawtucket  will  be  sadly  disap- 
pointed. While  we  will  put  in  the  pictures, 
the  birds,  the  plants,  the  busts  and  all  else  to 
make  the  room  interesting,  and  while  we  will 
have  frequent  talks  in  the  lecture  room,  the 
children  being  quietly  led  on  to  express  them- 
selves freely,  the  quiet  dignity  of  the  children's 
library  room  as  an  important  part  of  the  libra- 
ry will  be  maintained.  The  books  will  also 
be  charged  at  the  main  charging  desk  for 
them,  as  we  feel  that  this  bringing  of  the  adult 


and  the  child  into  close  contact  is  of  mutaal 
benefit. 

The  discipline  of  the  children's  department 
has  never  been  a  serious  question  to  us.  Give 
them  a  very  few  brief  rules,  and  enforce  them, 
and  we  shall  have  no  great  troubles  to  con- 
tend with;  the  children  will  virtually  take 
care  of  themselves. 

The  question  is  asked  us,  ''For  what  does 
the  children's  room  stand,  what  is  its  real 
purpose?"  It  is  evident  that  it  has  a  diflFerent 
purpose  in  different  libraries.  To  us  the  chil- 
dren's library  room  is  for  reading,  for  study, 
for  observation,  for  questioning  undisturbed 
and  undisturbing,  while  the  entire  library  is 
still  at  the  service  of  any  child  who  desires 
to  make  practical  use  of  it. 

Miss  Chajux>tte  Wallace  read  a  paper  on 

BULLETIN   WORK  FOR  CHILDREN. 

{See  p.  72.) 
Two  papers  were  read  on 

VITAUZING     THE     CONNECTION     BETWEEN    THE 
SCHOOL  AND  THE  LIBRARY, 

Miss  May  L.  Prentice  treating 

THE  SCHOOL. 

{See  p.  78.) 
Miss  Irene  Warren  presenting  the  side  of 

THE  LIBRARY. 

{See  p.  81.) 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  discos- 
sion  of  the  last  topics  had  to  be  passed  over. 
The  chairman  then  called  for  the 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  committee  on  nominations  wishes  to 
submit  the  following  names:  For  president, 
Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore;  for  secretary, 
Miss  Mary  E.  Dousman. 

In  suggesting  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
ent officers  the  committee  does  not  wish  to 
establish  a  precedent,  but  there  seems  to  be 
special  fitness  and  justice  in  asking  Miss 
Moore  and  Miss  Dousman  to  serve  the  sec- 
tion for  another  year.  To  their  earnest  ef- 
fort this  section  of  children's  librarians  b 
largely  due ;  these  well-balanced  programs  are 
a  result  of  their  careful  planning.  The  sec- 
tion can  hardly  be  put  in  safer  hands  for  its 
second  year. 

The  officers  named  in  the  committee  report 
were  unanimously  elected. 
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STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONS  AND  TRAVELLING  LIBRARIES:  ROUND 

TABLE  MEETING. 


A  N  informal  "round  table"  meeting  for  the 
consideration  of  the  work  of  state  libra- 
ry conmiissions,  including  travelling  libraries, 
was  held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  Foun- 
tain House  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  July  9.  The 
chairman,  Melvil  Dewey,  called  the  n'eeting 
to  order  at  three  o'clock,  and  in  a  few  intro- 
ductory remarks  outlined  the  subjects  to  be 
discussed 

Mr.  Dewey  :  We  have  on  our  program  this 
afternoon  two  of  the  most  interesting  things 
in  library  work.  The  travelling  library  is 
reaching  out  in  its  manifold  forms  with  won- 
derful rapidity  and  gives  very  great  promise 
of  usefulness  for  the  future;  organized  work 
under  the  state  commissions  is  showing  every 
year  better  and  better  results  and  indicating 
that  just  as  our  schools  increased  their  ef- 
ficiency so  immensely  by  having  state  depart- 
ments to  look  after  them,  we  are  repeating  the 
history  of  that  evolution  in  our  state  library 
commissions.  We  have  only  a  single  session 
this  afternoon  to  discuss  these  two  subjects. 
If  we  were  to  give  them  one  quarter  of  the 
time  that  they  ought  to  have,  we  would  not 
get  one  quarter  through,  and  I  propose  there- 
fore to  deal  only  with  questions  and  answers, 
and  utilize  one  another's  experience  or  thought 
along  these  lines  of  state  commission  work 
and  work  of  administering  travelling  libraries. 

I  have  noted  down  some  of  the  topics  that 
have  been  given  to  me  by  persons  who  wanted 
to  have  them  discussed  briefly;  we  will  first 
take  up  some  of  these.  So  much  has  been 
done  in  travelling  libraries,  that  perhaps  we 
should  clear  the  floor  of  that  subject,  and  then 
consider  the  work  of  the  state  commissions  — 
and  in  that  I  mean  all  the  work  done  by  the 
state  in  its  official  capacity  —  chartering  libra- 
ries, library  legislation,  inspection,  travelling 
libraries  —  whatever  the  state  may  do  for  pub- 
lic libraries. 

The  first  topic  is,  "What  is  the  best  method 
of  getting  travelling  libraries  before  the  peo- 
ple ?"  Who  has  any  experience  or  suggestion 
to  offer  on  that  point  —  either  of  difficulties 
or  successes? 


A  Member:  Go  to  the  pastors  and  school 
houses. 

Mr.  Hostetter:  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
to  put  the  travelling  libraries  into  school 
houses?  Last  Sunday  I  visited  a  man  who 
had  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  travelling 
libraries ;  he  was  a  German  pastor ;  and  proba- 
bly that  accounted  for  it 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  Is  there  not  objection  to 
having  travelling  libraries  in  school  houses, 
for  the  reason  that  so  many  of  the  hours  dur- 
ing which  the  children  have  leisure  to  read, 
and  their  parents  could  read,  the  school  houses 
are  closed?  Another  difficulty  is  the  long 
summer  vacation;  and  still  another  is  that  to 
place  the  library  in  the  school  house  makes 
the  travelling  library  merely  a  side  issue. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Where  would  you  put  it  ? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  Find  somebody  to  take  it 
in  special  charge.  A  travelling  library  in  a 
community  is  bound  to  find  some  good  woman 
who  would  rather  have  charge  of  it  than  any- 
thing else  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Then  you  would  put  it  in  a 
private  house? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  In  a  private  house  or  a 
country  post-office  —  wherever  you  can  find  a 
person  who  believes  in  its  use  and  will  give 
service  for  it. 

Mr.  Galbreath:  I  should  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Hutchins,  provided  the  teacher  is  a  man  or 
woman  who  believes  in  the  library,  what  ob- 
jection is  there  to  placing  it  in  the  school 
house  ? 

Mr.  Hutchins  :  The  teacher  may  be  a  per- 
son who  believes  in  it,  but  he  or  she  makes  the 
school  of  first  importance. 

Mr.  Brigham:  What  difference  does  it 
make  if  the  library  is  a  side  issue,  so  long 
as  it  gets  in  its  work? 

Mr.  Hutchins  :  If  it  is  a  side  issue  it  does 
not  get  in  its  work. 

Miss  Stearns  :  Let  us  go  back  to  the  orig- 
inal question.  How  to  get  the  travelling  libra- 
ry before  the  people.  The  best  method,  we 
find,  is  to  take  with  you  a  county  superinten- 
dent who  is  acquainted  with  all  the  people  in 
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his  county,  or  ought  to  be.  Take  your  trav- 
elling library  with  you  also,  just  as  a  travel- 
ling man  takes  his  samples.  Do  not  start  out 
with  a  lot  of  circulars;  take  the  books  them- 
selves right  with  you,  in  the  back  of  the 
wagon.  When  you  have  brought  the  people 
together  open  your  box ;  take  out  your  Scrib- 
ner  or  your  YoutWs  Companion;  take  out  your 
books  on  the  Philippines,  on  birds,  on  cook- 
ery; show  your  audience  some  good  stories; 
and  you  will  organize  a  library  association 
ten  times  quicker  than  if  you  had  started  out 
by  writing  letters.  Those  are  letters,  very  of- 
ten, that  are  never  answered,  and  you  wait 
and  wonder  why  the  people  do  not  want  the 
books.  Go  to  the  people  with  the  books.  That 
is  the  way  we  find  we  can  work  best  in  Wis- 
consin. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to 
find  the  means  to  do  the  work  that  Miss 
Steams  has  mentioned,  and  possibly  our  ex- 
perience, briefly  stated,  in  bringing  the  trav- 
elling library  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of 
Ohio  might  not  be  out  of  place  here.  We 
began  by  advertising  it  through  the  daily  and 
weekly  papers.  That  brought  us  very  few 
responses.  We  next  tried  to  reach  the  people 
through  the  official  organ  of  the  teachers  of 
the  state.  That  brought  us  many  responses 
from  rural  schools.  Our  next  effort  was  to 
reach  the  farming  communities  through  the 
state  grange,  which  devoted  one  of  its  quarter- 
ly bulletins  to  the  travelling  libraries.  This 
brought  many  responses.  We  reached  the 
women's  clubs  through  circulars  issued  to 
their  membership,  and  this  was  very  effective 
in  turn.  We  found  it  best  to  reach  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state  through  the  organs  that  were 
devoted  to  specific  interests,  especially  along 
educational  lines. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Did  you  go  personally  to  the 
grangers,  write  to  them,  or  send  printed  mat- 
ter? 

Mr.  Galbreath*:  We  saw  the  lecturer  of  the 
grange,  who  issues  a  quarterly  bulletin  in  our 
state.  We  explained  the  system  fully  to  him, 
and  he  devoted  almost  an  entire  bulletin  to 
an  explanation  of  the  system,  and  advised  the 
farmers  of  the  state  to  patronize  the  travelling 
libraries.  Then  we  have  published  in  Ohio 
the  Ohio  Farmer,  which  circulates  widely  out- 
side of  the  state.    That  took  up  the  work  and 


helped  us  greatly.  We  reached  the  ^rmers 
by  going  to  the  public  press  and  using  the 
organs  that  the  farmers  read.  We  reached 
the  teachers  in  the  same  way,  and  the  women's 
clubs.  We  have  advertised  our  system  pret- 
ty widely  over  the  state,  so  that  now  we  do 
not  send  circulars  except  when  they  are  re- 
quested. We  are  circulatinsr  about  one  dioii- 
sand  travelling  libraries  in  Ohio,  and  they  go 
to  all  parts  of  the  state.  Not  only  that,  bat  we 
have  travelling  library  systems  in  three  comi- 
ties of  the  state  that  are  in  no  way  dependent 
upon  the  state  for  support  and  that  are  doing 
excellent  work. 

Mr.  HuTCHiNS :  Do  the  people  pay  anything 
for  the  libraries? 

Mr.  Galbreath:  They  pay  tran^xMtatioo 
both  ways,  and  that  is  alL 

Miss  Stearns  :  Do  they  always  have  to  pay 
it? 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  Yes. 

Miss  Stearns:  If  you  found  a  community 
too  poor  to  pay,  what  would  you  do? 

Mr.  Galbreath:  We  have  not  so  far  met 
that  condition.  Perhaps  some  libraries  have 
not  been  sent  out  because  the  people  were  too 
poor  to  pay  the  charge,  but  if  that  problem 
does  come  up  before  us,  we  will  try  to  find 
some  person  who  will  pay  the  transportation. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Are  there  no  remarks  to  be 
made  on  the  use  of  annotated  finding  lists  in 
travelling  library  work? 

Mr.  Hutchins:  Annotations  are  worth  a 
great  deal,  because  the  people,  at  their  homes, 
sit  down  and  talk  over  the  books  in  these 
lists,  and  they  get  acquainted  with  the  books 
and  the  authors. 

Mr.  Dewey:  The  best  form  of  annotation, 
I  take  it,  would  be  the  brief  note,  giving  the 
best  idea  possible  of  the  character  of  the 
book,  and  telling  the  reader  whether  he  wants 
to  read  it  or  not,  not  necessarily  as  a  matter  of 
quotation  from  some  one  else. 

Miss  Stearns  :  It  is  always  a  good  plan  to 
put  in  the  publisher  and  price  of  the  book;  if 
the  person  gets  interested  in  the  book  he  can 
find  out  how  much  it  would  cost  and  where 
he  can  get  it. 

Mr.  Brigham  :  It  would  be  well  also  to  pot 
in  the  number  of  pages,  so  that  people  know 
how  large  a  volume  it  is  — 150,  250,  or  350 
pages. 
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Mr.  Dewey  :  Has  any  one  else  tried  the  use 
ol  a  wagon,  as  described  by  Miss  Steams  — 
going  right  to  the  people  and  reaching  the 
homes?  That  means  going  out  into  the  rural 
districts  and  dealing  with  the  farmhouses  as 
individual  homes.  There  must  be  the  right 
person  in  the  wagon,  of  course,  who  can 
stand  and  speak  for  an  hour  perhaps  and 
leave  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  books  to  start 
the  work  along. 

Miss  Stearns  :  That  is  the  only  way  in  the 
world  by  which  you  can  find  what  the  people 
like  to  read  —  it  is  only  by  visiting  the  people, 
getting  acquainted  with  them,  going  right  into 
their  homes.  The  idea  of  sending  a  box  of 
books  off  in  a  freight  car,  not  knowing  any- 
thing about  the  country  or  the  people  it  is  go- 
ing to !  If  you  want  those  books  to  do  good 
work,  you  must  know  where  they  are  going. 

Mr.  Dewey:  That  is  the  way  men  sell 
goods.  The  librarian  is  just  as  anxious  to 
place  his  books  to  advantage  as  the  merchant 
is  to  sell  his  wares.  If  he  is  dealing  with  the 
rural  conununity  he  follows  just  that  method. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  somebody  is  going 
to  make  a  great  success  with  those  wagons. 

Mr.  Galbreath:  Where  the  demand  for 
books  is  strong,  as  it  is  in  Ohio,  and  you  have 
all  that  you  can  do  to  supply  that  demand, 
should  not  that  be  attended  to  before  you  go 
out  in  a  wagon  to  enlarge  your  field? 

Mr.  Dewey:  Oh,  yes;  but  in  Ohio  every- 
body expects  to  be  President  sooner  or  later. 

Mr.  HuTCHiNS :  Isn't  the  point  this :  Where 
you  only  supply  a  demand  you  reach  the  in- 
telligent communities  first  and  the  neglected 
communities  are  left  out;  but  the  libraries 
should  reach  the  neglected  communities.  We 
spend  too  much  money  in  buying  books  and 
not  enough  in  educating  the  people  to  use  the 
books.  It  is  the  same  old  story.  You  spend 
$10,000  for  books  and  not  $200  for  adminis- 
tration, and  the  administration  is  the  impor- 
tant point. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  There  is  another  analogy.  We 
used  to  have  the  schools  only  for  the  bright 
boys.  It  is  a  modem  idea  to  give  education 
to  the  dull,  the  backward,  the  blind  and  the 
deaf,  but  nowadays  they  are  all  being  trained. 
And  we  keep  finding  men  who  are  among  the 
strongest  citizens  of  their  age,  but  who,  if  we 
get  at  their  early  history,  we  find  were  once 


dull,  backward  boys  that  somebody  hunted 
up  and  started  along  the  right  lines. 

Mr.  Galbreath:  What  communities,  as  a 
rule,  are  first  served  in  Wisconsin? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  The  neglected  communi- 
ties. The  community  in  which  we  are  meet- 
ing is  in  the  wealthiest  part  of  the  state  of 
Wisconsin.  We  have  not  got  a  travelling  li- 
brary near  here.  We  have  only  300  of  these 
libraries,  and  we  seek  out  the  neglected  com- 
munities ;  not  because  we  do  not  care  to  help 
the  people  here,  but  we  must  take  the  neg- 
lected ones  first 

Mr.  Galbreath:  This  is  a  practical  ques- 
tion. It  may  be  that  after  a  while  we  will  all 
be  seeking  the  neglected  communities.  What 
is  the  practical  method  of  going  out  into  the 
state  after,  the  neglected  communities?  How 
are  you  going  to  do  it? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs :  That  is  where  you  have  got 
to  have  missionary  work,  personal  contact. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  It  is  not  a  question  of  study- 
ing what  to  do ;  it  is  a  case  of  the  man  behind 
the  idea.  If  a  man  starts  out  who  is  a  bom 
missionary,  he  will  go  straight  to  the  commu- 
nities who  need  him,  while  another  man  will 
take  care  of  another  class.  We  want  to  do 
all  the  work  before  us,  but  if  we  are  so  sit- 
uated that  we  cannot  do  both  kinds  of  work 
in  this  field,  which  is  the  more  important  to 
do  first,  cultivate  the  good  field  or  the  poor 
field,  which  if  you  do  not  cultivate  it  will  run 
to  weeds  and  escape  us  entirely?  As  Mr. 
Galbreath  asks,  if  a  community  is  anxious  to 
read,  will  you  supply  that,  or  will  you  stir 
somebody  up  that  does  not  want  your  sup- 
plies? In  other  words,  if  there  is  a  field  that 
is  rather  poor,  will  you  cultivate  that  at  the 
expense  of  another  field  that  yields  a  good 
crop? 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  It  seems  to  me  that  a  neg- 
lected community  is  one  that  has  no  library  of 
any  kind  of  its  own ;  nine-tenths  of  our  trav- 
elling libraries  go  out  to  conununities  of  that 
sort 

Mr.  HuTCHiNS :  I  would  not  take  that  as  a 
definition.  In  an  intelligent  community  they 
buy  books,  they  buy  magazines,  they  have  in- 
telligent people.  A  neglected  community  is 
one  that  is  not  reached  by  these  means,  or  by 
any  means  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  Suppose  I  go  into  a  com- 
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munity  which  all  the  American  people  are 
gradually  leaving,  only  foreigners  remaining. 
How  can  I  reach  the  foreign  people  that  hard- 
ly have  the  English  language  in  their  homes, 
and  scarcely  in  the  schools? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNS ;  Take,  for  instance,  one  of 
those  foreign  communities.  The  children  go 
to  school;  some  of  them  stay  in  school  until 
they  can  barely  spell  out  the  third  reader,  and 
then  they  go  out  and  become  American  citi- 
zens. Reading  is  hard  work  for  them.  You 
offer  them  a  chance  to  read  a  book,  and  they 
do  not  want  it.  But  in  that  place  we  send 
first  with  our  travelling  libraries  the  Youth's 
Companion  and  the  little  picture  papers,  to 
interest  them  in  spelling  out  little  short  sto- 
ries. Try  elementary  books ;  simple  books  of 
American  history  and  biography;  lead  them 
on  to  better  books.  But  the  way  is,  first  of 
all,  to  go  to  them.  We  have  many  such  com- 
munities in  the  northern  part  of  the  state, 
where  the  people  have  come  from  foreign 
lands  and  know  nothing  about  our  customs. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  Another  question.  I  would 
ask  Mr.  Hutchins,  if  a  farming  community 
should  send  to  the  state  commission  for  a 
travelling  library,  and  with  the  request  state 
that  they  had  no  library  to  which  they  had 
access,  if  he  would  decline  to  send  to  them 
because  they  were  an  intelligent  community? 

Mr.  Hutchins:  No,  we  send  libraries  to 
these  communities.  We  are  sending  to  all 
classes,  but  if  Miss  Stearns,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  state,  finds  a  neglected  community, 
and  can  work  with  them,  and  can  find  some 
members  of  the  women's  clubs  to  go  out  and 
help,  we  send  to  them  first. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  I  think  that  perhaps  our 
methods  do  not  vary  so  much  after  all.  The 
v/omen's  clubs  are  supplementing  our  work 
in  that  way.  In  Ohio  we  have  succeeded  in 
interesting  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
legislature,  and  frequently  they,  come  in  and 
look  over  our  maps  illustrating  the  travelling 
library  work,  and  say,  "There  is  in  our  county 
a  community  that  is  very  backward.  They 
have  no  libraries  there,  and  they  are  not  very 
intelligent.  I  wish  you  to  write  to  So-and-so 
in  that  community."  We  do  a  great  deal  of 
work  in  the  line  of  reaching  what  Mr.  Hutch- 
ins calls  the  neglected  communities. 

A  MEMBER :  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Hutch- 


ins if  he  has  forgotten  that  we  have  some- 
thing besides  the  readers  in  our  Wisconsin 
schools?  Under  the  present  school  law  every 
district  in  the  state  has  the  beginnings  of  a 
library,  and  adds  to  that  library  each  year. 
And  we  have  in  each  of  our  school  institutes 
held  during  the  summer  a  45-minute  period 
which  is  spent  in  training  teachers  how  to  get 
children  to  read  books,  how  to  interest  them 
in  the  books,  and  how  to  show  them  to  get 
from  the  book  the  information  it  contains. 
And  I  would  also  like  to  ask  if  the  library 
placed  in  the  school  house  is  not  as  accessible 
to  the  district  as  a  library  that  may  be  placed 
at  some  central  point?  Very  often  people 
would  have  to  drive  25  or  30  miles  to  reach 
that  central  point,  whereas  in  the  library  in 
the  school  house  the  children  can  take  the 
books  to  their  homes.  During  the  long  vaca- 
tion the  library  need  rot  be  left  ir  the  school 
house,  but  in  some  other  place. 

Mr.  Hutchins  :  A  library  in  a  school  is  a 
school  library,  no  matter  where  it  may  be,  and 
the  children  do  not  go  to  the  school  house 
after  they  leave  the  school. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  The  library  is  an  optional  af- 
fair; the  children  are  compelled  to  go  to 
school.  On  the  other  side,  there  are  a  number 
of  advantages  in  favor  of  the  school  building. 

Has  anybody  succeeded  in  getting  from  the 
railroads  or  express  companies  special  con- 
cessions for  the  transportation  of  library 
books  ? 

Mrs.  Dockery:  In  Idaho,  while  the  travel- 
ling libraries  were  in  the  hands  of  the  wom- 
en's clubs.  When  they  came  in  the  hands  of 
the  state,  the  railroads  felt  that  they  should 
have  some  compensation,  and  they  gave  us 
half  rates.  The  stage  lines  give  us  less  than 
half  rates. 

E.  H.  Anderson:  In  Pennr.vlvania  the 
Adams  and  the  United  States  Express  Com- 
panies, which  are  the  two  leading  companies, 
have  made  this  concession  :  We  can  send  out 
books  at  full  rate  going,  and  half  rate  return- 
ing. These  rates  apply  only  on  condition  that 
the  books  returned  are  paid  for  at  the  library, 
so  there  is  no  confusion  at  any  other  station. 

Mr.  Montgomery:  How  about  books  that 
are  transferred  to  another  point  ? 

Mr.  Anderson:  We  do  not  transfer  thcni; 
they  must  all  come  back. 
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G.  F.  BowERMAN :  The  law  of  Delaware  re- 
quires that  the  express  companies  shall  give 
the  franking  privilege,  both  coming  and  go- 
ing»  to  all  state  documents,  and  we  intend,  if 
possible,  to  extend  that  provision  to  our  trav- 
elhng  libraries,  now  chat  they  arc  conducted 
by  a  state  commission. 

Mr.  Hostetter:  On  the  question  of  ex- 
piess,  my  experience  in  Illinois  is  that  the 
shipping  of  our  books  has  been  unsatisfac- 
tory, and  I  have  had  some  conversation  in  the 
matter  with  the  express  companies.  They 
seem  willing  to  give  us  some  concessions,  and 
I  believe  if  this  meeting  would  recommend 
that  the  American  Library  Association  take 
up  the  question  of  express  charges,  that  we 
could  get  for  the  whole  United  States  a  lib- 
eral concession  for  travelling  libraries.  At 
least  I  think  we  could  get  as  much  concession 
as  is  given  the  farmers  for  returning  chicken 
coops.  I  think  if  this  is  taken  up  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, as  an  association,  we  could  get  a  very 
liberal  reduction. 

Mr.  Bowerman:  The  Seaboard  Air  Line 
runs  a  free  travelling  library  system,  and  I 
presume  they  send  their  books  over  that  sys- 
tem free? 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Yes.  They  also  pay  expenses, 
but  would  they  open  those  privileges  to  other 
people? 

Mr.  Brigham:  I  want  to  raise  one  ques- 
tion. Isn't  it  a  mistake  to  put  the  library  in 
the  position  of  a  beggar?  Is  it  not  better  to 
pay  for  what  we  get? 

Mr.  Dewey:  If  we  have  money  enough. 
We  would  rather  beg  than  have  no  bread. 
We  are  willing  to  profit  by  whatever  conces- 
.^ion  we  can  get  which  will  enable  us  to  do  our 
work. 

No  one  has  spoken  of  the  most  important 
thing  of  all  in  this  work.  We  are  reaching 
communities,  but  there  are  in  all  our  states 
-great  numbers  of  isolated  homes  and  of 
farmers.  They  have  more  leisure  than  any 
other  class,  especially  in  the  winter,  and  we 
have  to  reach  them  through  the  mails.  We 
have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lane,  of  Harvard, 
upon  the  movement  to  secure  reduced  postal 
rates  for  library  books,  undertaken  through 
the  New  England  Education  League  by  Mr. 
Scott.  This  matter  is  of  great  importance  to 
us  all.  [Mr.  Lane's  letter  was  read  by  Mr. 
"Bowerman.] 


Mr.  Montgomery  :  In  connection  with  that, 
has  any  one  here  tried  to  send  bingle  books 
to  individuals  in  any  of  the  communities 
through  the  rural  delivery  system? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  We  have  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent. We  have  not  sufficient  funds  to  send 
out  enough  of  the  boxes,  so  we  allow  a  school 
teacher  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state  to 
draw  out  some  book  en  some  subject,  and  we 
send  these  by  the  rural  delivery,  or  by  mail, 
whichever  will  reach  him  most  quickly,  but 
of  course  we  have  to  pay  the  regular  postage. 

Mr.  Hostetter:  We  have  sent  out  a  few 
books  to  the  country  domestic  science  clubs 
through  the  mails,  and  we  have  a  greater  de- 
mand for  them  than  we  could  ever  supply. 
Now  I  find  this  experience :  the  express  com- 
panies, in  the  matter  of  books,  would  carry 
a  book  more  cheaply  than  the  United  States 
mail.  I  am  quite  confident  that  the  express 
companies  would  return  the  books  free,  or  at 
a  very  low  rate,  if  the  charges  were  prepaid. 
I  move  that  this  meeting  recommend  that  the 
American  Library  Association  take  up  the 
question  of  procuring  reduced  transportation 
rates  for  all  free  circulating  library  books. 

Mr.  Dewey:  If  this  large  meeting  is  prac- 
tically agreed  on  the  importance  of  that,  we 
could  send  the  recommendation  into  the 
G>uncil  meeting  to-night.  It  seems  to  me 
simply  inconceivable  that  we  are  willing  to 
allow  periodicals,  bad  and  indifferent,  and  the 
yellow  journals,  to  receive  the  pound  postal 
rate,  while  our  libraries,  suffering  from  lack 
of  income  and  working  for  the  public  benefit, 
cannot  use  the  public  facilities  as  cheaply  as 
the  people  who  are  using  them  for  public 
harm  instead  of  public  good.  I  had  supposed 
there  would  be  unanimous  approval  of  an 
act  to  register  public  libraries,  owned  and 
maintained  for  the  public  benefit,  so  that  they 
could  receive  the  pound  postal  rate  on  books. 

Mr.  Hostetter's  motion  was  seconded. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Let  us  see  if  there  is  anything 
more  on  this  question  before  the  motion  is 
put.  There  is  a  bill  closely  allied  to  this  go- 
ing into  the  next  G>ngress.  Mr.  Hutchins, 
will  you  state  it  briefly? 

Mr.  Hutchins  :  We  have  twice  tried  to  se- 
cure better  transportation  in  the  state  of  Wis- 
consin. We  have  found  rural  mail  carriers 
who  said  that  they  would  carry  books  to  the 
fanners  for  a  travelling  library  without  cost, 
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but  the  United  States  law  said  that  we  could 
not  do  this ;  that  we  cannot  carry  in  this  way 
anything  under  four  pounds  in  weight  except 
it  is  stamped.  G>ngressman  Jenkins,  therefore, 
has  drawn  a  bill  which  gives  libraries  author- 
ity to  send  their  books  free  along  rural  mail 
routes.  At  present  the  farmer  must  either 
carry  the  book  himself  and  return  it  to  the 
public  library,  or  he  must  pay  postage. 

Mr.  Dewey: You  say  that  the  carriers  can- 
not take  packages  under  four  pounds  with- 
out stamps? 

Mr.  HuTCHiNS :  Yes ;  the  government  rules 
that  packages  under  four  pounds  are  to  be 
sent  by  mail.  Larger  packages  we  could  send 
by  the  carriers,  and  we  have  sometimes 
thought  of  sending  15  or  ao  books  to  a  neigh- 
borhood for  distribution.  I  think  that  could 
be  done,  under  the  government  rule,  if  the 
mail  carrier  was  willing  to  carry  them. 

Mr.  Dewey:  The  idea  is,  that  the  carrier 
must  not  carry  anything  to  compete  with  the 
postal  service. 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  has 
drawn  this  bill  for  us,  has  submitted  it  to  all 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the 
United  States,  and  nearly  all  favor  it.  Now, 
I  am  in  favor  of  Mr.  Scott's  bill,  which  gives 
libraries  reduced  rates  through  the  whole 
United  States.  As  things  are  to-day,  if  you 
want  to  send  a  travelling  library  book  100 
miles  out  into  the  country  it  costs  as  much  as 
to  send  it  to  San  Francisco  or  New  York. 
If  we  can  get  the  government  to  allow  trans- 
portation by  rural  free  mail  delivery  it  will 
be  an  entering  wedge  for  this  other  bill. 

Mr.  Bowerman:  Why  cannot  the  legisla- 
tion adopting  the  rural  mail  delivery  also  in- 
clude this  matter  of  the  pound  rates?  Why 
not  have  both  provisions  in  one  bill?  My  li- 
brary is  practically  free  to  the  whole  of  New- 
castle county,  not  confined  simply  to  Wil- 
mington, but  it  is  a  farming  community.  We 
would  like  to  send  books  to  every  part  of  the 
county,  practically  to  every  part  of  the  state. 
The  library  is  practically  free  to  the  state  of 
Delaware,  so  far  as  people  can  come  to  us, 
but  they  cannot  come  to  us;  we  would  like 
to  go  to  them,  but  we  cannot  do  it,  because 
of  the  expense.  We  could  do  it  if  we  could 
afford  sufficient  postage  to  send  books. 

Mr.  Dewey:  These  are  two  closely  allied 


questions.  Has  any  one  any  objection  to  this 
Jenkins  bill,  which,  on  its  face,  promises  to 
be  so  useful  to  us?  I  think  we  can  get  it,  if 
we  work  together. 

Miss  Stearns:  If  the  government  admits 
library  books  into  this  country  free  of  duty, 
why  cannot  it  allow  a  man  to  carry  a  Ixx^ 
free  on  the  rural  delivery  route  if  he  wants 
to  do  it?  In  our  state  we  have  people  who 
cannot  afford  to  pay  postage  on  the  books; 
if  the  mail-carrier  is  willing,  in  the  goodness 
of  his  heart,  to  take  the  book  to  them,  why 
can't  it  be  done?  Why  should  not  a  book 
from  a  free  library  be  sent  free?  I  do  not 
mean  from  one  state  to  another,  but  I  mean 
by  rural  free  delivery. 

Mr.  Brigham  :  Would  you  make  it  optional 
with  the  carrier?  Why  not  make  it  conq>ul- 
sory?  You  say,  "if  he  wants"  to  carry  the 
book.  Suppose  he  does  not  "want"  to  carry  it? 
Miss  Stearns  :  I  would  have  it  so  that  he 
can  do  it  for  nothing  if  he  wishes,  or  he  can 
charge  a  little  for  express.  The  rural  mail 
delivery  people  have  to  work  hard,  and  th^r 
make  but  little.  Now,  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment has  to  employ  good  men  to  do  this 
work,  so  it  puts  in  a  premium  by  allowing 
them  to  conduct  an  express  business  in  con- 
nection with  it.  In  order,  however,  that  the 
government  may  receive  its  revenue,  it  does 
not  allow  the  carriers  to  carry  any  packages 
under  four  pounds  in  weight  What  we  want 
is  to  have  that  embargo  removed  for  free  li- 
brary books,  so  that  they  may  carry  books 
weighing  a  pound  or  a  half  pound. 

Mr.  Brigham  :  The  post-office  would  prob- 
ably say  that  this  would  .interfere  with  the 
delivery  of  the  reguLir  mail. 

Miss  Stearns:  If  it  interferes,  then  the 
whole  express  business  interferes.  The  car- 
riers are  doing  such  a  business  now  for  pack- 
ages about  four  pounds  in  weight. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Then  all  you  need  to  do  is  to 
attach  a  brick  to  your  book  and  make  it  weigh 
over  four  pounds.  Is  there  any  mohon  be- 
fore the  meeting? 

Mr.  Brigham  :  The  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  has  not  been  disposed  oi 

Mr.  Hostetter:  My  motion  relates  to  ex- 
press transportation.  Rural  delivery  is  some- 
what of  an  experiment,  and  it  would  not 
reach  the  case  I  have  in  mind.    We  spend  cor 
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money  for  expressage,  and  we  want  the  ex- 
press companies  to  give  us  a  minimum  rate. 

Mr.  Dewey:  I  rule  there  is  no  motion  be- 
fore us  until  it  is  repeated. 

Mr.  Huse:  I  move  that  we  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  Jenkins  bill.  We  ought  to  pay 
no  attention  to  all  this  talk  about  lines  of 
least  resistance.  If  we  have  no  law,  we  will 
find  the  Post-office  Department  ready  with  an 
objection  that  will  answer  any  request  we 
may  make.  If  wc  can  get  a  law  authorizing 
what  we  want,  the  Post-office  Department 
will  obey  it  whether  we  seek  the  line  of  least 
resistance  or  not. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Is  the  motion  seconded? 

Mr.  Brigham:  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
There  was  a  previous  motion  made  and  sec- 
onded, and  I  call  for  the  question. 

Mr.  HosTETTER :  I  made  a  definite  motion  in 
regard  to  the  express  companies.  It  was 
made  for  the  reason  that  arrangements  can 
probably  be  effected  with  the  express  com- 
panies, but  we  are  not  likely  to  get  the  legis- 
lation we  want.  This  motion  was  this:  That 
this  meeting  request  the  Council  of  this  Asso- 
ciation to  negotiate  with  the  express  compa- 
nies of  the  United  States  for  reduced  rates 
upon  travelling  libraries  and  travelling  library 
books. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Huse:  I  renew  my  motion  that  we 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  Jenkins  bill. 

Mr.  HuTCHiNs:  The  Jenkins  bill  provides 
that  wherever  there  is  established  a  public 
library  from  which  rural  delivery  routes  radi- 
ate, books  may  be  carried  upon  those  routes 
from  the  public  library  to  the  patrons  in  the 
country  without  cost.  They  may  not,  how- 
ever, be  returned  free ;  in  returning  they  must 
either  be  returned  personally  to  the  library 
or  postage  must  be  paid. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr.  Huse  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  We  come  now  to  the  question 
of  pound  rates.  That  has  been  before  G)n- 
gress  for  some  time,  and  I  think  there  is  hope 
of  its  passage;  but  it  needs  our  support.  I 
am  heartily  in  favor  of  it.  I  think  it  is  just, 
and  that  a  great  deal  of  the  criticism  it  has 
received  is  based  on  misapprehension.  Some 
people  look  only  at  the  rates  that  extend 
throughout  the  country,  and  say  that  the  gov- 


ernment will  be  carrying  books  at  a  loss,  but 
these  books  will  largely  circulate  within  100 
miles  of  the  library,  and  you  will  pay  exactly 
the  same  rate  within  that  circuit  as  you  would 
if  sending  to  San  Francisco.  Does  anybody 
want  to  move  that  the  Council  be  asked  to 
support  this  bill? 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  sup- 
port of  the  bill  be  recommended. 

Mr.  Huse  :  It  seems  to  me  we  are  trying  to 
get  a  good  many  things.  If  we  get  the  cheap 
postal  rates,  that  will  include  rural  delivery, 
and  then  the  express  companies  will  come 
down  in  their  rates  to  compete  with  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Dewey:  The  rural  delivery  is  limited 
to  a  single  section,  and  is  analogous  to  news- 
paper rates. 

Mr.  Huse:  But  if  this  pound  rate  is  ex- 
tended to  library  books  the  express  companies 
will  come  down  in  their  rates,  and  the  rural 
delivery  will  be  almost  free. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  But  in  any  case  if  we  waK  all 
these  things,  it  won't  do  any  harm  to  ask  for 
them. 

Mr.  Eastman:  I  would  like  fo  raise  one 
point,  and  that  is,  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  the  extremely  cheap  rates  of  postage  upon 
small  libraries  or  upon  libraries  which  we 
want  to  establish  ?  In  the  remote  parts  of  the 
state,  where  the  population  is  small,  won't  the 
tendency  be  to  have  one  gre^t  library  domi- 
nate the  whole  state?  Then  when  you  go  to 
a  community  to  awaken  library  interest  the 
people  will  probably  say,  "We  don't  care  about 
a  library;  we  can  get  our  books  from  New 
York,  or  Albany,  or  Cincinnati,  or  Chicago." 
Won't  this  measure  tend  to  hamper  the  work 
of  establishing  libraries  in  the  small  places? 

Mr.  Anderson:  That  is  a  difficulty  easily 
remedied.  I  do  not  think  that  any  library 
should  act  as  a  forwarding  agent  to  a  person 
in  any  place  where  another  public  library  is 
or  can  be  established.  Our  library  takes  that 
position  very  firmly.  We  refuse  to  be  a  for- 
warding agent  to  any  person;  if  a  library, 
however  small,  asks  us  to  send  books,  we  are 
glad  to  do  it.  I  know  we  have  helped  small 
libraries  by  making  people  feel  that  the  small 
library  was  very  important,  as  it  could  get 
concessions  that  they  reasonably  could  not 
obtain. 
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Mr.  Dewey:  Mr.  £astman*s  point,  if  this 
were  a  commercial  question,  might  have  some- 
thing in  it,  but  as  long  as  books  are  circulated 
free,  we  should  make  the  road  free  to  the 
reader,  for  a  short  distance  or  a  long  dis- 
tance. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  We  will  now  take  up  the  topic 
of  county  libraries  as  units  in  a  state  library 
system.  Mr.  Hodges,  of  Cincinnati,  has 
something  to  say  on  this. 

N.  D.  C.  Hodges:  By  an  act  passed  April 
21,  1898.  the  privileges  of  the  Public  Library 
of  Cincinnati  were  extended  to  all  residents  of 
Hamilton  County.  While  the  trustees  did 
not  derive  any  revenue  from  the  taxpayers 
outside  of  the  city  limits  until  the  beginning 
of  1899,  steps  were  taken  at  once  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  to  enable  all  the  residents  of 
the  county  to  avail  themselves  of  their  new 
privileges.  There  has  been  some  discussion 
in  the  public  press  as  to  whether  this  library 
or  that  might  claim  priority  as  a  county  libra- 
ry. The  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati  has 
been  loaning  its  books  to  all  the  residents  of 
Hamilton  County  for  more  than  three  years. 
I  believe  there  is  no  other  library  in  the  state 
of  Ohio  which  had  furnished  books  through- 
out a  whole  county  before  January  of  this 
year.  This  method  of  supplying  books  over 
a  comparatively  limited  territory  has  interest 
when  we  arc  discussing  the  circulation  of 
books  over  a  whole  state  from  the  state  capi- 
tal. 

For  those  who  cannot,  or  will  not.  come  to 
the  central  library,  there  have  been  established 
throughout  the  county  forty-one  delivery  sta- 
tions. Four  of  these  are  branch  libraries. 
All  these  branch  libraries  had  previously  been 
village  libraries  with  very  respectable  his- 
tories ;  started  as  subscription  institutions  they 
had  in  years  past  taken  on  a  public  character 
and  were  supported  partially  by  taxation. 
There  are  several  other  local  libraries  in  the 
county  which  are  supported  more  or  less  by 
taxation  and  which  are  likely  to  come  under 
the  general  management  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Cincinnati,  as  otherwise  the 
taxpayers  in  the  regions  where  they  are  lo- 
cated will  be  subject  to  double  taxation  for 
library  purposes,  and,  moreover,  there  seems 
to  be  a  consensus  of  opinion  among  those  who 


are  interested  in  the  branches  which  have 
come  under  the  wing  of  the  central  institution 
that  they  have  found  the  change  to  their  ad- 
vantage. 

Hamilton  County  is  not  a  flat  region.  The 
old  part  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  is  located 
on  what  might  be  called  the  river  bottoms, 
though  the  land  is,  most  of  it,  at  a  safe  height 
above  the  river  floods.  Half  a  mile  or  a  mile 
back  ftom  the  river  there  are  sharp  rises  of 
four  hundred  or  five  hundred  feet  to  the  hill 
tops,  on  which  the  newer  portions  of  the  city 
are  built  Again,  these  hill  tops  are  not  table- 
lands but  are  cut  here  and  there  by  deep 
gorges.  The  hilly  character  of  the  comity 
adds  to  the  difficulty  of  transportation.  It  is 
slow  work  for  a  wagon  to  climb  the  steep 
ascent  from  the  old  city  to  the  suburbs.  The 
library  does  not  have  its  own  service  of  wag- 
ons, but  depends  on  the  local  expresses.  There 
are  portions  of  the  county  with  which  there 
i<«  no  regular  system  of  communication  by 
stage  01  express.  It  is  in  these  regions,  more 
or  less  inaccessible,  though  not  uninhabited, 
that  the  authorities  of  the  library  have  i^aced 
tiavelling  libraries.  Twelve  of  these  travd- 
ling  libraries  were  sent  out  in  March  of  this 
year.  In  each  library  there  are  62  or  63 
books.  New  books  were  purchased  for  the 
purpose,  books  of  a  character  likely  to  inter- 
est the  readers,  the  new  novels  with  a  40% 
sprinkling  of  the  best  classed  literature.  The 
travelling  libraries  were  arranged  in  three 
circuits  of  four  each.  Each  library  contain- 
ing 62  or  63  books,  the  four  libraries  in  a 
circuit  contain  250  volumes.  The  books  in 
circuit  A  are  the  same  as  those  in  drcnit  B 
and  as  in  circuit  C.  The  libraries  were 
placed  with  school  teachers.  Right  here  a 
difficulty  has  arisen  on  account  of  the  dosinf 
of  the  schools  for  the  sunmicr.  The  comrtfy 
schools  have  rather  long  vacations.  Some  ci 
the  teachers  are  willing  to  care  for  their  libra- 
ries during  the  summer  and  see  that  they  aie 
open  to  the  patrons.  Some  are  not  in  a  poa- 
tion  to  undertake  this  work.  For  the  saauner 
months  there  has  been  a  gathering  of  these 
12  travelling  libraries  at  less  than  12  sUtiooi 
The  idea  has  been,  in  general,  that  one  ci 
these  travelling  libraries  should  remain  aboil 
six  months  at  a  station  before  it  is  moved  on. 

The  Public  Library  has  also  sent  ont  !fi 
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travelling  libraries  to  the  36  fire  companies  of 
the  city.  Each  of  these  smaller  travelling  li- 
braries contains  20  volumes  and  they  have 
been  moved  more  rapidly  than  the  larger  trav- 
elling libraries  sent  to  the  remote  parts  of  the 
county.  The  deliveries  to  the  delivery  sta- 
tions vary.  With  some  there  is  a  daily  de- 
livery, with  others  triweekly,  for  a  few  twice 
a  week  and  there  are  two  which  have  but 
one  delivery  a  week. 

There  are  a  good  many  women's  clubs  in 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  Last  winter  we  re- 
ceived programs  from  37  of  these  clubs,  and 
reading  lists  were  prepared  on  these  programs 
by  the  cataloging  department.  A  club  al- 
cove was  set  aside  and  an  attendant  assigned 
to  aid  any  of  the  members  of  the  clubs  visit- 
ing the  library  for  study  on  the  papers  which 
were  to  be  read.  We  have  not  attempted  to 
send  out  selected  lots  of  books  for  the  clubs 
in  the  suburban  districts.  Much  better  work 
can  be  done  for  the  readers  if  they  will 
only  come  to  the  central  library;  and  it  crip- 
ples the  resources  of  the  library  to  scatter  its 
reference  books  far  and  wide.  We  have  sent 
such  selected  lots  of  books  for  limited  periods 
to  the  university  for  the  use  of  the  students 
and  professors,  but,  in  general,  for  such  refer- 
ence work  the  policy  has  been  to  encourage 
the  use  of  the  central  library. 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of 
whether  there  is  any  advantage  in  the  system 
of  county  libraries.  No  very  great  expense  is 
involved  in  a  journey  from  the  most  remote 
corner  of  Hamilton  County  to  the  central  li- 
brary in  the  city.  Those  who  are  intent  upon 
serious  study  can,  in  most  cases,  make  a  jour- 
ney of  15  or  20  miles.  At  the  central  library 
with  a  concentration  of  financial  resources 
there  can  but  be  a  more  valuable  collection  of 
books.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  perfectly 
feasible  for  the  officers  of  the  library  to  visit 
even  the  most  remote  portions  of  the  county 
and  by  personal  interview  estimate  the  char- 
acter of  the  people  whom  they  have  to  serve; 
with  the  result  of  a  more  intelligent  distribu- 
tion of  books  in  the  outlying  districts.  Serious 
study  is  provided  for  at  the  central  library, 
while  desultory  reading  is  supplied  through 
the  delivery  stations  and  travelling  libra- 
ries. 

Dr.  Steiner  :  It  seems  to  me  that  it  depends 


somewhat  upon  your  unit  of  local  govern- 
ment as  to  how  much  you  need  a  county  li- 
brary. I  should  think  in  Massachusetts  or 
Connecticut  the  county  library  would  be 
rather  an  unfortunate  enterprise,  unless  used 
in  connection  with  the  town  libraries.  But 
in  many  of  the  southern  states  the  county  li- 
brary is  going  to  be  almost  indispensable. 
With  us  the  unit  of  local  government  is  the 
county,  except  in  the  case  of  the  incorporated 
municipality.  There  is  a  county  in  Maryland 
with  75,000  people  without  a  single  munici- 
pality. The  county  commissioners  attend  to 
the  minutest  details  of  administration  in  that 
county.  It  is  manifestly  unwise  that  the  state 
should  take  all  the  functions  of  the  local  li- 
brary. But  it  seems  that  in  the  states  where 
we  have  no  township  system,  or  where  the 
township  system  is  little  developed,  the  coun- 
ty library  is  at  present  a  necessity. 

Mr.  Dewey:  How  do  you  support  the 
schools  ? 

Dr.  Steiner:  By  a  county  tax.  We  have 
school  districts;  but  their  only  function  is  to 
have  district  trustees,  appointed  by  the  county 
commissioners,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  care 
of  the  school  house  and  appoint  teachers.  The 
taxes  are  raised  by  the  county.  It  is  the  same 
in  other  southern  states,  so  far  as  I  know. 

W.  T.  Porter:  Mr.  Hodges  has  said  that 
the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati  A-as  a  county 
library.  Possibly  that  was  a  little  misnomer, 
in  that  the  library  still  remains  the  Public 
Library  of  Cincinnati,  but  we  have  extended 
the  privileges  of  that  library  to  the  county  at 
large.  That  was  done  under  act  of  legislature 
of  1898,  continuing  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  public  library  in  office,  and  then  author- 
izing that  board  of  trustees  to  make  a  levy 
upon  the  county  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
library. 

Miss  Stearns  :  How  much  of  the  county  is 
embraced  outside  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati? 

Mr.  Porter:  We  have  about  14  townships 
outside  of  Cincinnati  township.  Our  county 
is  possibly  28  miles  in  extent. 

Miss  Stearns:  Then  it  is  a  small  county 
that  you  supply? 

Mr.  Porter:  It  is  a  small  county,  but  the 
population  is  extensive.  We  commenced  the 
county  delivery  system  in  June,  1899.  Up  to 
the  present,  and  through  the  stations  alone. 
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there  have  been  about  7500  new  registrations, 
and  we  are  to-day,  through  our  stations, 
carrying  20,000  books. 

Mr.  Dewey:  This  question  seems  to  be  of 
a  city  library  extending  its  privileges.  What 
I  thought  we  were  to  talk  about  was  whether 
the  county  should  be  used  as  a  library  unit 
That  is  quite  a  different  matter. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  But  in  this  case  the  county 
here  is  the  unit,  and  is  taxed  for  the  support 
of  the  library.  There  are  no  other  public  li- 
braries in  the  county. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  But  there  is  a  different  side  to 
the  question.  Suppose  you  take  a  rural  com- 
munity and  establish  a  county  library  there? 
I  think  it  would  be  a  great  extravagance  to 
maintain  not  only  local  libraries  throughout 
the  state,  but  also  county  libraries ;  it  is  going 
to  cost  too  much. 

Miss  Stearns:  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
have  a  central  library? 

Mr.  Porter:  We  have  also  in  Ohio,  some- 
thing which  approaches  the  county  idea,  known 
as  our  Van  Wert  law.  The  state  of  Ohio,  by 
an  act,  authorized  the  county  commissioners 
of  any  county  to  accept  library  donations, 
funds,  or  building.  Upon  the  acceptance  of 
that  donation  the  county  can  be  required  to 
maintain  a  library  within  the  building.  In 
Van  Wert  county,  the  Brumback  Library 
building  and  grounds  were  given  in  this  way 
and  the  agreement  was  made  with  the  county 
commissioners,  that  they  maintain  thereafter 
a  library. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Our  question  is  not  whether 
such  libraries  should  exist  or  can  exist,  but 
are  they  desirable? 

Mr.  Huse  :  What  is  the  use  of  asking  ques- 
tions that  must  be  governed  entirely  by  local 
conditions?  This  matter  must  be  governed 
by  local  conditions. 

Mr.  Brigham  :  We  are  trying  a  line  of  rural 
travelling  libraries  in  three  counties  of  our 
state,  in  advance  of  any  county  or  state  legis- 
lation. Miss  Brown,  of  Lucas  county,  and 
myself,  in  correspondence,  could  see  no  rea- 
son why  a  travelling  library  sent  to  Sheridan 
should  not  go  on  to  another  point,  and  to 
another  point,  and  so  on,  and  then  back  to 
Sheridan,  back  to  me,  and  then  after  it  had 
made  its  rounds,  take  another  start,  and  so  on. 
We  tried  the  plan  and  it  has  worked  so  well 


that  we  are  now  trying  it  in  two  other  ooun- 
ties.  What  the  development  may  be  I  do  not 
know,  but  the  satisfaction  and  the  gratitude 
of  the  people  in  the  small  towns  it  reaches 
is  worth  all  it  has  cost  of  extra  effort. 

Miss  Tyler:  The  point  of  the  plan  is  that 
the  librarian  of  the  county-seat  library  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  travelling  library.  She 
guards  the  books,  watches  over  them  and 
makes  her  library  the  point  of  distribution. 
She  distributes  the  books  through  the  county, 
they  come  back  to  her  library  for  exchange, 
or  are  passed  on  to  the  next  exchange,  whidi- 
ever  is  most  convenient ;  but  they  come  under 
her  direction. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Let  me  state  the  point  as  I  un- 
derstand it.  We  are  all  agreed  that  we  most 
have  local  libraries  for  the  people.  They  can 
go  from  their  homes  into  the  library  and  take 
the  books  into  their  hands.  If  they  are  in  the 
city  almost  every  day  they  can  utilize  the  large 
city  library.  When  it  comes  to  the  question  of 
sending  books  by  mail  or  express  we  are  all 
agreed  that  each  state  must  have  a  state  libra- 
ry and  its  own  state  commission.  The  ques- 
tion is.  Should  there  be  an  intermediary  point 
between  a  state  library  and  the  local  library? 
It  seems,  at  first  thought,  that  there  should 
be,  because  you  would  have  a  shorter  distance 
to  travel,  but  all  commercial  experience  is 
against  this.  Manufacturers  are  closing  fac- 
tories all  the  while  and  paying  transportation, 
because  they  can  do  their  work  more  cheaply 
in  one  place.  Thus,  repair  of  books,  check- 
ing lists,  and  all  that  kind  of  work  can  be 
done  under  a  smgle  executive  at  some  cen- 
tral point  in  the  state  more  cheaply  than  if 
there  was  a  library  in  each  county.  In  Wis- 
consin, with  71  counties,  you  would  have  71 
libraries  and  you  would  have  to  duplicate 
great  quantities  of  books.  My  experience  in- 
dicates that  we  can  do  this  work  more  cheap- 
ly and  more  economically  by  putting  the  boob 
under  control  of  a  central  library.  As  to  the 
extra  distance,  very  often  the  identical  trains 
that  would  take  the  books  from  a  county  seat 
would  have  brought  them  from  the  capital  is 
it  went  through,  so  that  they  would  have  beei 
received  almost  witliout  delay.  Is  it  going  to 
pay  to  introduce  a  new  ganglion  —  that  is> 
the  county  library? 

Dr.    Steiner:    Take   Baltimore  county  is 


STATE  LIBRARY  COMMISSIONS:  ROUND  TABLE, 


i8i 


Maryland.  There  is  a  county  with  75,000 
people;  it  has  an  electric  lighting  system,  a 
police  court,  fire  engine  houses;  there  are 
towns  in  that  county  of  a  thousand  people. 
There  is  no  government  in  that  county  ex-i 
cept  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  who 
are  as  complete  autocrats  as  the  czar  of 
Russia.  There  is  no  municipality  in  the  coun- 
ty; there  is  one  town  which  has  5000  people. 
You  must  have  a  county  library  with  a  county 
administration,  because  you  cannot  have  any- 
thing but  the  county  library ;  you  cannot  dis- 
criminate between  one  part  of  the  county  and 
another.  That  library  must  send  books  equal- 
ly to  all  parts  of  the  county;  you  cannot  put 
it  where  the  great  centers  of  the  population 
are,  because  you  cannot  deprive  any  citizen  of 
the  county  of  his  right  to  draw  books. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Of  course,  we  are  not  discus- 
sing a  peculiar  condition  such  as  exists  in 
Maryland. 

Dr.  Steiner  :  It  is  not  a  peculiar  condition ; 
it  is  the  condition  of  at  least  cne-third  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  nothing  peculiar  about  this  condition.  Of 
course,  it  differs  from  conditions  in  the  north, 
but  it  includes  a  state  government,  to  which 
the  county  is  subordinate,  and  if  I  understand 
Mr.  Dewey,  it  is  his  purpose  to  do  this  work 
from  the  state  as  a  center,  and  the  question 
he  has  raised  is  whether  it  is  better  to  do  it 
from  the  county  as  a  center,  or  from  the  state 
as  a  center.  I  think  that  in  our  state  it  would 
be  well  to  use  the  county  as  a  center,  for  a 
time  at  least.  However,  I  believe  that  in  our 
state  "benevolent  neutrality"  —  to  apply  the 
term  that  Mr.  Putnam  used  the  other  day  — 
on  the  part  of  the  state  librarian  toward  these 
matters  would  be  more  effective  than  "benevo- 
lent assimilation,"  and  we  hope  for  much  from 
the  county  library  system. 

Mr.  Dewev:  It  is  a  question  of  what  we 
should  encourage.  Is  it  wise  to  do  this  work 
by  the  county  unit  or  the  state  unit?  It  is 
largely  an  economic  question.  How  can  you 
give  the  people  the  best  reading  for  the  least 
amount  of  money? 

R.  P.  Hayes:  In  North  Carolina  we  have 
practically  nothing  in  the  library  field  and  the 
question  is,  shall  we  try  for  county  library 
development  or  state  library  development?  I 
would  like  to  get  some  definite  word  on  that. 


Dr.  Steiner  :  It  seems  to  me  we  should  try 
distinctly  for  county  libraries.  In  the  south- 
cm  states  at  least  there  is  no  question  about 
it;  you  have  got  to  have  county  libraries. 
I  started  with  the  idea  of  the  local  town- 
ship libraries,  but  we  must  wait  until  we  have 
a  township.  My  idea  is,  in  any  county  where- 
in there  are  no  incorporated  municipalities  or 
where  the  incorporated  municipalities  do  not 
care  to  support  libraries,  the  county  library 
is  the  proper  thing.  In  the  south  the  county 
takes  the  place  of  the  town  in  New  England; 
it  is  the  taxing  unit,  the  unit  in  which  all  the 
local  administration  is  carried  on. 

Mr.  Ruse:  It  seems  to  me  that  for  the 
south,  as  stated  by  the  gentlemen  here  from 
Maryland  and  from  North  Carolina,  the  coun- 
ty system  is  very  probably  the  best  one;  but 
in  New  England  we  could  not  work  by  a 
county  unit,  any  more  than  the  people  of  North 
Carolina  and  even  further  down  south  could 
run  a  toboggan  slide  nine  months  in  the  year 
—  they  would  not  have  the  ice;  we  haven't 
the  counties.  At  least,  we  have  the  counties, 
but  they  are  of  no  importance  to  us  except  to 
have  court  houses,  and  courts  of  justice. 
Now,  each  state  must  solve  this  problem  ac- 
cording to  its  own  conditions  and  according 
to  the  desires  and  enthusiasm  of  its  own  work- 
ers. The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  haven't 
any  doubt,  will  soon  have  the  county  system 
operating  fully  and  successfully  in  his  state, 
and  the  same  will  be  true  in  North  Carolina 
and  throughout  the  south;  whereas  in  New 
England  it  won't  be  done  because  the  county 
is  not  a  unit.  In  Wisconsin  and  New  York, 
Mr.  Dewey  and  Mr.  Hutchins,  and  the  men 
and  women  who  know  more  than  they  do, 
will  run  the  library  system  safely;  whether 
it  is  state  or  county.  But  we  cannot  adopt 
any  general  rule  or  take  any  general  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  for  the  people  in  each  state 
must  work  out  their  own  salvation  according 
to  their  own  condition. 

Mr.  Dewey:  There  are  a  number  of  other 
topics  that  have  been  specially  asked  for. 

Can  state  commissions  provide  travelling 
libraries  for  hamlets  which  furnish  the  money, 
and  make  such  hamlets  travelling  library  sta- 
tions ? 

Mr.  Hutchins  :  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
on  that  question.  All  through  Wisconsin,  when 
we  started  travelling  libraries,  some  people 
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found  that  there  was  a  chance  to  make  money 
by  using  the  idea  in  a  commercial  way.  They 
went  lo  communities  which  had  heard  of  the 
travelling  libraries,  raised  $150  or  so  for  "sub- 
scription** and  then  sent  about  ten  dollars' 
worth  of  books  once  in  six  months.  Now, 
the  plan  we  have  worked  out  may  be  best  de- 
scribed by  this  illustration:  about  a  year  ago 
Miss  Steams  heard  that  there  was  a  little 
hamlet  of  fishermen  far  up  in  the  state  on  a 
point  which  juts  out  into  Lake  Michigan.  It 
included  about  a  hundred  people  who  had 
heard  of  the  travelling  libraries,  but  they  did 
not  want  to  be  indebted  for  a  gift  or  a  charity, 
and  so  they  had  a  series  of  entertainments, 
and  raised  fifty  dollars.  They  sent  the  money 
down  to  us  and  we  agreed  to  buy  a  library  in 
their  name.  That  library  was  the  contribution 
of  the  fishermen  of  the  hamlet  of  Jacksonport, 
and  the  hamlet  was  made  a  travelling  library 
station.  You  can  see  how  such  a  method 
works  out.  The  second  point  is,  that  in  com- 
munities where  there  are  a  hundred  people 
or  so,  and  conditions  are  favorable,  we  oflFer 
to  give  them  travelling  libraries  on  condition 
that  they  establish  permanent  public  libraries 
on  lines  that  are  satisfactory  to  us.  We  take 
care  of  the  travelling  libraries  and  they  take 
care  of  the  local  libraries. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  in  this  method  we 
have  struck  finally  the  correct  principle,  the 
principle  of  self-support.  The  state  takes 
the  money  and  gives  trained  service  in  the 
selection  of  the  books,  in  taking  care  of 
them,  and  in  keeping  the  books  travelling 
around  their  circuit.  The  citizens  pay  for 
their  books,  and  have  the  feeling  that  they 
belong  to  an  organization.  More  than  all, 
when  they  are  collecting  their  library  fund, 
giving  their  little  "dime  socials,"  contribu- 
ting two  dollars  or  five  dollars  apiece,  they 
are  advertising  that  library,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  library  that  is  coming  to  them 
that  wJiy  means  far  more  than  the  library 
that  is  given  to  them  as  a  charity. 

Mr.  Galbreath  :  Mr.  Hutchins,  how  often 
do  the  communities  raise  that  fifty  dollars? 

Mr.  Hutchins:  They  raise  fifty  dollars 
once,  and  for  that  the  state  engages  to  send 
them  libraries  during  the  life  of  the  library 
given  by  them,  which  we  estimate  to  be  about 
six  years. 


Mr.  Dewey  :  What  shall  be  the  unit  of  cir- 
culation—  the  cataloged  library  or  the  single 
book  or  combination? 

Mr.  BftiGHAM  I.  We  have  tried  both  in  Iowa. 
One  of  the  twins  is  growing  faster  itian  the 
other,  and  of  course  that  is  the  hopeful  one. 

Mr.  Dewey:  Which  one  is  that? 

Mr.  Brigham:  That  is  the  individual,  or 
the  single  book  as  the  unit,  rather  than  the 
travelling  library ;  but  I  believe  that  the  shelf- 
listed  library  will  always  exist  The  shelf- 
listed  library  of  50  or  25  books  must  be  a  nec- 
essity in  the  communities  where  there  are  no 
libraries,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there 
are  a  great  many  communities  of  that  sort; 
but  the  communities  in  which  there  are  libra- 
ries arc  increasing,  and  wherever  there  is  a 
local  library,  or  wherever  there  is  a  woman's 
club,  there  the  single  book  can  be  used  to  the 
best  advantage.  There  are  disadvantages  in 
the  use  of  the  shelf-listed  library.  Before  we 
adopted  the  new  system,  we  often  had  re- 
quests for  library  no.  38  or  no.  53,  and  later 
found  that  the  request  arose  from  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  single  book,  or  perhaps  two  books 
in  that  library,  that  some  one  wanted,  while 
the  rest  of  the  volumes  would  come  back 
comparatively  unused.  That  was  not  good 
business  economy.  We  might  better  have  sent 
those  two  books,  and  I  became  more  and  more 
impressed  with  this  fact,  and  was  finally  able 
to  partially  adopt  the  other  plan.  We  have 
now  perhaps  2000  books  on  our  shelves  that 
are  issued  separately ;  but  we  have  nearly  5000 
tied  up  in  libraries.  Both  classes  are  in  use, 
but  the  expense  to  the  local  library  of  getting 
our  collection  of  50  books  for  the  sake  of 
using  perhaps  two  volumes  is  unnecessary. 
I  am  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  fact 
—  though  the  remark  may  be  unorthodox— 
that  there  is  prevalent  a  little  fad  for  spend- 
ing money  for  administration,  and  spending 
it  not  always  economically.  I  believe  in 
spending  money  freely  for  administration  that 
is  approved  by  good  common  sense;  beyond 
that  it  IS  a  woful  waste  of  money.  And  so  I 
would  keep  the  use  of  the  single  book  in  mind. 
The  women's  clubs  as  you  know,  arc  studying 
more  and  more,  and  are  doing  less  and  less 
miscellaneous  reading.  Suppose  we  are  trying 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  women's  clubs.  We 
put  up  a  library  covering  the  Victorian  period 
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in  literature,  and  we  find  that  some  one  wants 
a  certain  number  of  books  on  the  lake  poets. 
What  is  the  use  of  sending  the  entire  libra- 
ry? We  may  have  a  library  made  up  on  the 
lake  poets.  Then,  suppose  one  librarian  or 
one  secietary  writes  for  what  we  may  have 
on  Coleridge,  another  wishes  material  on 
Wordsworth.  Why  not  send  the  Coleridge 
books  to  the  one,  and  the  Wordsworth  books 
to  the  other?  In  that  way,  make  the  books 
count.  We  should  not  be  penurious  in  the 
matter  of  expenditure  for  cases  or  for  print- 
ing, or  for  any  other  working  tools,  but  we 
should  always  keep  in  mind  that  the  essential 


thing  is  the  book,  and  if  we  can  get  on  with- 
out the  book  case,  or  without  the  cover  that 
envelops  it,  or  without  the  shipping  case,  or 
without  the  combination  book  case  and  ship- 
ping case,  all  the  better.  We  cannot  get  along 
without  them  altogether,  but  we  can  send 
small  packages  all  over  the  state  wrapped  in 
paper,  and  can  get  rid  of  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
pense. 

Mr.  Dewey:  When  you  send  ten  books,  of 
course  send  them  in  paper,  but  when  you  send 
50  or  100,  send  them  in  boxes ;  that  is  cheaper. 
This  is  a  mere  shipping  question. 

Adjourned. 


WORK  OF  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATIONS  AND  WOMEN'S  CLUBS  IN  AD- 
VANCING LIBRARY  INTERESTS:  ROUND  TABLE  MEETING. 


T^HE  work  that  can  be  done  by  state  library 
associations  and  women's  clubs  to  ad- 
vance library  interests  was  considered  in  a 
"round  table"  meeting,  held  in  the  assembly 
room,  Fountain  Spring  House,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Wednesday,  July  10.  Miss  Marilla 
Waite  Freeman  presided  as  chairman. 

Miss  Freeman  :  At  the  Montreal  conference 
last  year  a  round  table  meeting  of  officers  of 
state  library  associations  was  held  for  the 
discussion  of  questions  affecting  association 
work.  Certain  subjects,  some  of  which  were 
informally  discussed  at  that  time,  seem  nat- 
urally to  invite  our  attention  at  the  present 
session.  We  are  to  consider  the  object  and 
functions  of  state  library  associations — wheth- 
er they  should  attempt  other  lines  of  effort 
than  the  holding  of  a  general  meeting;  what 
principles  as  to  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
topics,  and  participants  should  govern  the 
preparation  of  a  program.  With  this  general 
subject  has  been  joined  the  allied  topic  of  the 
work  of  women's  clubs  in  advancing  library 
interests.  Few  of  us  fully  comprehend  even 
yet  the  amount  of  effective  library  extension 
work  which  has  been  and  is  being  accom- 
plished by  club  women  in  almost  every  state 
of  the  Union.  I  have  asked  representative 
members  from  some  of  the  states  which  have 
been  working  along  these  lines  to  tell  us  of 
their  work.  We  shall  hear  first  from  Mr.  J. 
C.   Dana,   of  the   City   Library,   Springfield, 


Mass.,  the  Western  Massachusetts  Club,  and 
the  Massachusetts  Library  Qub,  on 

what  the  work  of  state  library  associa- 
tions SHOULD  BE. 

J.  C.  Dana  :  Perhaps  the  chief  purposes  of  a 
state  library  association  are  to  arouse  an  inter- 
est in  libraries  among  the  public  and  to  increase 
the  knowledge  and  enthusiasm  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  profession.  The  mistake  is  often 
made  of  thinking  that  the  chief  purpose  of  an 
association  is  to  hold  an  annual  meeting.  It 
is  thought  that  the  annual  meeting  once  pro- 
vided with  a  good  program,  and  that  well 
carried  through,  the  work  of  the  association 
for  the  whole  year  is  done.  There  could  not 
be  a  greater  mistake.  The  benefits  of  a  state 
association  come  largely  from  correspondence 
between  members,  the  preparation  for  the 
meeting,  and  the  securing  of  ideas,  new  meth- 
ods and  statistics  by  circulating  letters  among 
members,  and  the  publication  in  newspapers 
and  elsewhere  of  notes  about  the  meeting 
which  is  to  come  and  the  meetings  which 
have  been.  One  is  almost  tempted  to  say  that 
a  library  association  performs  its  duty  better 
if  it  is  active  during  the  year  —  carrying  on 
correspondence  and  thoroughly  advertising 
itself  —  and  holds  no  meeting  whatever,  than 
it  does  if  it  holds  an  annual  meeting  and  does 
not  advertise. 

Another  mistake  common  to  those  who  or- 
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ganize  state  library  associations  is  to  suppose 
that  they  are  chiefly  designed  for  the  benefit 
of  those  who  organize  them.  They  do  not 
realize  that  to  help  younger  and  less  experi- 
enced members  of  the  craft  is  a  chief  purpose 
of  the  association,  and  that  if  through  it  libra- 
rians generally  are  informed  and  encouraged, 
the  profession  itself  is  thereby  improved,  and 
they  are  themselves  advanced  in  general  es- 
teem. 

It  is,  then,  an  association's  business  to  be  ac- 
tive all  through  the  year,  to  devote  itself 
largely  to  such  work  in  and  between  its  meet- 
ings as  will  benefit  both  beginners  and  past- 
masters  among  librarians,  and,  always,  prop- 
erly to  advertise  its  work.  Along  this  last 
line  let  me  say  an  urgent  word  in  favor  of 
good  printing.  It  is  difficult  to  overestimate 
the  value  to  an  institution  like  a  library  asso- 
ciation of  an  exhibition  of  itself,  through  all 
its  circulars  and  programs  and  lists,  by  means 
of  the  best  printing  that  money  can  buy. 

The  general  state  association,  being  the 
largest  and  richest  of  all  associations  in  a 
given  state,  shoal d  take  upon  itself  some  large 
definite  work  of  permanent  value  and  as  far 
as  possible  of  general  interest;  say  the  com- 
pilation of  historical  material,  the  making  of 
a  useful  index,  the  issuance  of  popular  lists, 
etc.,  etc.  This  work  may  continue  along  the 
same  line  tor  several  years,  ending  in  the  pub- 
lication of  something  thoroughly  worth  while 
which  shall  have  been  the  means  of  arousing 
interest  in  the  profession  itself  and  of  bring- 
ing the  members  of  it  into  touch  with  one  an- 
other month  by  month  and  year  by  year. 

As  to  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  state  as- 
sociation, I  doubt  if  much  benefit  accrues,  on 
the  whole,  from  meetings  held  in  remote 
places  for  missionary  purposes.  I  say  this,  of 
course,  on  the  supposition  that  the  meetings 
thus  held,  being  at  places  difficult  of  access, 
will  not  generally  draw  a  large  gathering. 
Better  results  can  generally  be  reached  in 
these  same  small  communities  by  sending  to 
them  occasionally  one  or  two  active  represen- 
tatives of  the  association  to  carry  on  a  little 
propaganda  work,  speak  before  a  woman's 
club,  before  the  school  teachers,  or  a  local  lit- 
erary society  on  the  local  library  problems. 

About  the  programs  of  association  meetings, 
it  is  difficult  to  say  anything  which  will  have 


general  application.  They  must,  of  course^ 
to  a  considerable  extent,  fit  local  conditions. 
I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  give  up  much 
time  to  local  speakers,  either  for  words  of 
greeting  or  for  historical  sketches.  These  lat- 
ter are  generally  unspeakably  dull.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  popular  interest  in  a  place  is 
desired  a  local  speaker  may  be  the  one  best 
means  available  for  accomplishing  jrour  ob- 
ject. 

Associations  which  are  attended,  as  so  many 
are,  by  librarians  of  smaller  libraries  who 
rarely  get  abroad  and  do  not  often  have  an 
opportunity  to  meet  their  fellows  and  to  ex- 
pand in  the  social  atmosphere  of  the  library 
meeting,  should  cultivate  to  the  greatest  pos- 
sible extent  what  one  may  call  the  conversa- 
tional feature.  Not  only  should  ample  oppor- 
tunity be  given  before  and  after  and  between 
the  sessions  for  informal  talks,  but  a  portion 
of  the  formal  gathering  itself  should  be  de- 
voted to  brief  and  rapid  exchange  of  ideas. 
This  can  be  brought  about  by  a  little  prelim- 
inary wire-pulling.  Let  some  one  briefly  open 
a  topic,  and  then  let  questions  be  offered, 
some  of  them  by  the  most  difHdent  of  those 
present  who  have  previously  been  posted  as  to 
what  they  are  to  ask  and  when.  Manufacture 
a  little  spontaneity  by  way  of  an  ice-breaker, 
and  it  is  surprising  how  freely  genuine  spon- 
taneity will  then  flow.  It  is  unquestionably  of 
great  value  to  a  librarian  who  is  unselfishly 
giving  her  energy  to  a  small  library  in  a 
remote  place,  trying  to  make  her  books  of  nse, 
to  be  able  to  express  herself,  no  matter  bow 
briefly,  on  some  of  the  matters  which  touch 
her  work  at  home. 

A  state  association  should  draw  out  the  dif- 
fident; cheer  the  discouraged  ones;  magniff 
our  calling;  compel  public  attention  to  the 
value  of  libraries;  be  active  the  whole  year 
through;  and  always  keep  a  little  ahead  of 
the  general  library  progress  in  the  state. 

Miss  Ella  McLoney:  It  is  unquestionably 
true,  as  has  been  stated,  that  the  annnal 
meeting  of  a  state  library  association  is  not 
the  whole  of  the  work  that  must  be  done 
through  the  year.  It  is  possibly  only  an  ffld- 
dent,  but  the  fact  is  that  in  the  nature  of 
things  the  work  of  preparation  for  this  meet- 
ing must  be  carried  on  during  at  least  half 
the  year.    The  preparation  of  the  prograns 
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requires  a  great  deal  of  correspondence,  and 
this  must  extend  over  a  great  part  of  the 
state  and  during  a  great  part  of  the  year. 
Whenever  any  circulars  or  announcements  are 
issued,  they  should  be  sent  to  every  library  in 
the  state;  it  does  not  matter  whether  that  li- 
brary is  likely  to  be  represented  or  not,  it 
should  have  information  aa  to  the  work  that 
is  being  done  by  the  state  association. 

So  far  as  advertising  a  library  is  concerned 
it  seems  to  me  a  good  deal  of  a  problem.  Of 
course,  library  people,  like  other  people,  need 
the  help  of  the  newspapers,  but  if  you  want 
to  get  the  newspaper^  interested  in  libra- 
ries it  will  have  to  be  on  the  strength  of 
something  more  than  what  libraries  are  go^ 
ing  to  do.  In  other  words,  it  will  have  to 
be  something  that  the  newspapers  can  take 
up  as  news  and  feel  that  the  public  are  in- 
terested in;  they  want  material  that  is  fresh 
and  newsy,  and  if  you  can  furnish  them  with 
that,  then  the  newspapers  will  be  willing  to 
help. 

As  to  the  printing  of  programs  and  other 
material,  I  am  hardly  prepared  to  say  that 
library  associations  should  alwavs  have  the 
best  and  most  expensive  work.  It  is  a  proper 
thing,  theoretically,  to  appear  before  the  pub- 
lic in  the  handsomest  and  most  suitable  dress 
possible,  but  when  every  25  cents  is  of  im- 
portance and  your  treasury  is  practically 
empty,  and  there  is  no  one  upon  whom  you 
can  legitimately  draw  to  fill  it,  I  think  you 
must  limit  your  work  accordingly. 

About  definite  work  to  be  done,  it  is  true 
of  a  library  association,  as  of  any  other  asso- 
ciation, that  it  should  do  something  that  will 
furnish  a  reason  for  its  existence.  In  most 
cases  the  most  definite  thing,  if  you  are  be- 
ginners in  association  work,  will  be  the  task 
of  gaining  a  foothold ;  but  the  time  will  prob- 
ably come  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  under- 
take some  definite  work,  that  the  life  of  the 
association  may  be  prolonged  and  finally  as- 
sured. The  Iowa  association,  for  its  first  three 
or  four  years,  was  a  very  frail  child,  and  re- 
quired most  careful  nursing ;  but  finally,  about 
the  fourth  year,  it  began  to  seem  as  if  there 
was  very  good  prospect  of  its  growth  and  de- 
velopment. Miss  Ahern,  whom  Illinois  has 
claimed  for  the  last  five  years,  and  who  was 
at  that  time  interested  in  the  Iowa  work,  de- 


vised the  plan  of  establishing  a  four  years' 
course  of  library  study,  an  ambitious  under- 
taking in  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Iowa 
then.  This  was  printed  in  a  neat  folder, 
which  was  sent  to  every  library  in  the  state, 
with  a  circular  telling  them  what  the  plan 
was,  and  that  the  library  association  wished 
the  librarians  of  the  state  to  enter  upon  this 
four  years'  course  of  study,  and  asked  all  who 
would  pledge  themselves  to  do  so  to  come  to 
the  next  meeting  with  their  report  of  the 
work.  I  received  seven  letters  in  response  to 
all  this  circular  work,  and  when  the  time  for 
the  annual  meeting  came  there  was  no  one 
there  to  report.  Librarians  were  too  busy, 
too  far  apart,  and  too  poorly  paid,  to  permit 
the  work  being  carried  on  systematically.  It 
was  dropped  at  that  point;  I  think  it  could 
be  done  now,  and  it  may  be  taken  up  yet  It 
did  furnish  a  common  bond,  although  the  re- 
sults were  not  very  evident  just  then. 

The  next  thing,  as  has  been  the  case  with 
many  other  associations,  was  the  work  of  se- 
curing the  library  commission.  We  pegged 
away  at  that  for  five  years  before  we  accom- 
plished anything.  Finally  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Gubs  interested  itself;  we 
secured  the  commission,  and  the  work  has 
been  going  on  exceedingly  well  for  the  past 
year.  We  have  made  no  plan  yet  for  further 
definite  work,  but  some  need  will  doubtless 
develop. 

In  regard  to  programs,  they  must,  of  course, 
as  Mr.  Dana  said,  be  adapted  to  local  condi- 
tions, and  the  people  who  are  primarily  the 
workers  in  the  state  association,  cannot  ex- 
pect personally  to  get  much  from  the  pro- 
gram or  from  the  work  of  the  association. 
But  it  is  probably  true  in  most  cases  that 
these  workers  have  opportunities  of  visiting 
other  libraries,  and  have  facilities  for  work 
that  are  not  open  to  the  librarians  in  the 
smaller  places.  The  librarians  of  the  smaller 
libraries  should  be  given  something  definite, 
something  technical,  something  that  will  be 
of  help  to  them  in  the  work  from  a  profes- 
sional point  of  view. 

As  to  place  of  meeting,  the  Iowa  meetings 
were  always  held  in  Des  Moines,  the  capital 
city,  until  two  years  ago.  Then  it  was  de- 
cided to  make  the  library  association  a  mov- 
able feast.     We  met  at  Cedar  Rapids  two 
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years  ago,  last  year  at  Sioux  City,  where  we 
had  a  good  meeting,  although  not  largely  at- 
tended. Sioux  City  is  in  the  extreme  west- 
em  part  of  the  state,  and  is  not  easily  acces- 
sible by  railroad,  but  we  drew  a  little  from 
South  Dakota,  which  was  what  we  had 
counted  on;  some  Dakota  people  came  and 
joined  the  association,  and  two  of  those  peo- 
ple have  attended  this  A.  L.  A.  conference. 
We  meet  next  in  Burlington,  where  there  are 
more  libraries  in  the  locality,  and  we  expect 
a  larger  attendance.  I  suppose  the  ideal  con- 
dition would  be  to  meet  in  some  central  place, 
where  there  are  library  facilities,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  is  worth  while  to  move  the  association 
about ;  that  is  one  way  of  advertising  it. 

Miss  Olive  Jones:  I  fully  believe  that  the 
greatest  work  of  the  state  association  it  does 
through  the  librarians  individually.  It  is  of 
help  in  the  state  m  bringing  out  different 
lines  of  work,  and  in  keeping  the  library  work 
before  the  public;  but,  after  all.  do  we  not 
gain  more  from  individual  effort  than  from 
anything  else?  In  educational  problems,  it 
is  coming  to  be  realized  that  the  work  of 
the  individual  means  more  than  the  work  of 
any  body  of  people,  and  I  am  fully  convinced, 
if  we  can  bring  librarians  to  our  state  asso- 
ciations, and  have  an  association  full  of  en- 
thusiasm and  that  intangible  something  which 
we  call  library  spirit,  we  will  have  more  done 
for  the  state  at  large  than  by  any  devising  of 
general  work  along  large  lines.  I  would  make 
a  special  plea  that  in  deciding  where  to  meet, 
you  should  consider  first  the  librarians,  and 
settle  a  pleasant  place  for  the  members  who 
meet  fellow-workers  only  once  a  year.  There 
are  librarians  who  have  no  vacation  at  all,  ex- 
cept when  their  board  kindly  allows  them  to 
go  to  the  state  association  meeting ;  there  are 
librarians  who  never  know  personally  anything 
of  this  larger  work  done  all  over  the  coun- 
try, and  we  should  not  ask  such  persons  to 
come  to  a  place  where  they  are  not  going  to 
be  comfortable,  and  which  they  must  spend 
a  good  deal  of  money  to  reach.  We  must 
be  sure  of  having  something  for  the  libra- 
rians of  the  smaller  libraries;  something 
technical,  not  too  much,  but  something  which 
the  librarian  can  take  away,  feeling  that  it 
has  been  worth  while  to  attend.  I  am  not 
certain  that  we  could  have  library  instruction 
in  Ohio;  we  tried  it  and  it  did  not  seem  to 


work;  but  if  you  can  introduce  in  the  pro- 
gram one  or  two  definite,  technical  papers,  it 
is  a  good  thing.  And  at  the  same  time  gire 
a  chance  for  sociability  and  some  social  en- 
tertainment. 

There  is  one  other  point,  and  that  is  in  re- 
gard to  the  advertising  that  we  can  do 
through  individuals  —  you  see  my  point  is  in- 
dividualism. I  believe  in  newspaper  adver- 
tising, but  I  think  if  you  can  work  up  a  good 
mailing  list  through  your  state,  sending  all 
your  circulars  to  individuals,  you  will  do 
more  than  by  newspaper  advertising.  And  it 
is  a  good  thing  to  get  one  library  in  each  city 
to  keep  a  list  of  every  one  in  that  city  who 
ought  to  be  specially  interested  in  library 
work,  whether  members  of  the  association  or 
not.  Then  let  that  librarian  send  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  association  a  duplicate  of  that 
list,  so  that  everything  the  state  association 
issues  goes  to  each  person  who  should  be  in- 
terested in  library  work. 

W.  R.  Eastman  :  In  New  York  we  are  go- 
ing through  a  little  transition  period  in  state 
library  association  work.  Formerly  our  state 
association  held  occasional  meetings  in  dif- 
ferent places.  It  held  one  in  midwinter  in 
New  York  City,  with  the  New  York  Library 
Club.  Then  in  the  summer  or  spring  we  hdd 
a  meeting  in  the  central  part  of  the  state.  We 
tried  to  make  our  programs  as  practical  as 
could  be,  discussing  not  only  occasional  tech- 
nical points,  but  elementary  points  as  well 
We  always  had  good  meetings;  we  got  to- 
gether a  little  circle  of  librarians  who  were 
interested,  and  we  thought  the  state  asso- 
ciation was  worth  keeping  up,  although  the 
state  was  so  large  that  we  reached  only  one 
or  two  centers.  About  a  year  ago,  under  a 
new  administration,  Dr.  Canfield  suggested 
that  the  annual  meeting  should  always  be 
held  in  one  place.  We  consented  to  try  the 
plan,  and  decided  to  make  Lake  Placid,  in 
the  Adirondacks,  our  meeting  place.  We  met 
there,  and  the  association,  to  my  surprise  and 
somewhat  to  my  disturbance,  first  voted  al- 
ways to  meet  in  one  place,  and  then  voted  al- 
ways to  meet  at  Lake  Placid.  We  then  made 
a  proviso  instructing  the  executive  board  to 
district  the  state  into  lo  or  12  districts,  and 
lay  out  a  plan  by  which  every  one  of  those 
districts  should  have  a  library  conference  in 
the  course  of  the  year.    Thus,  instead  of  one 
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meeting  of  the  state  during  a  year,  we  are 
going  to  have  12  local  conferences.  Whether 
those  local  conferences  will  have  an  organiza- 
tion I  do  not  know;  the  board  has  not  yet 
reported  its  plan.  Probably  there  will  be 
some  sort  of  a  skeleton  organization  —  a  pres- 
ident and  secretary,  and  perhaps  some  one  in 
charge  of  each  local  conference,  and  then 
some  member  of  the  association  will  probably 
come  and  attend  the  conference.  Our  object 
is  to  bring  together  the  librarians  and  library 
trustees  for  50  miles  around;  if  the  teachers 
are  interested,  so  much  the  better.  So,  you 
see,  we  have  begun  to  establish  a  system  of 
local  conferences  all  over  the  state.  It  is  not 
extravagant;  it  is  hopeful;  I  believe  there  is 
a  great  deal  in  it,  especially  for  the  larger 
states. 

Miss  Stearns:  I  for  one  would  protest 
against  always  meeting  in  one  place,  unless 
as  Mr.  Eastman  has  described,  the  meeting  is 
held  at  a  resort.  I  have  known  cases  where 
meetings  were  held  at  one  central,  large 
town,  because  it  was  so  accessible;  and  the 
librarian  of  a  little  library,  who  cannot  have 
open  shelves  and  all  facilities,  goes  to  this 
town  and  sees  its  large  library,  with  its  red 
tape,  and  gets  so  completely  tangled  up  in  the 
red  tape  of  that  institution  that  she  will  never 
be  able  to  disentangle  herself.  I  believe  in 
the  migration  of  meetings. 

H.  C.  Wellman  :  I  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  what  has  been  said  in  regard  to  extend- 
ing library  work  through  the  state.  It  is  es- 
pecially valuable  in  the  newer  states  of  the 
Union,  but  in  the  older  states,  in  New  Eng- 
land, in  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  I  think 
we  must  not  attend  too  strictly  to  the  exten- 
sion of  library  work,  but  must  rather  intensify 
it.  A  state  library  association,  as  Miss  Jones 
said,  can  do  a  great  deal  for  librarians  and 
for  the  library  profession.  The  Massachu- 
setts Library  Club  has  done  something  in  the 
way  of  giving  a  series  of  lectures,  to  run  two 
or  three  years.  The  first  lecture  dealt  with 
paper  making,  the  subject  being  treated  by  an 
expert ;  then  came  book  illustration,  of  which 
most  librarians  knew  absolutely  nothing;  and 
then,  finally,  book  binding,  for  which  we  had 
one  of  the  best  binders  of  the  state  to  come 
down  and  show  us  the  tricks  of  the  trade. 
You  are  all  library  school  graduates  out  here ; 
but  in  the  effete  east  nine-tenths  of  the  libra- 


rians have  not  had  that  technical  training. 
I  do  not  know  anything  that  was  of  more 
practical  good  to  our  club  membership  than 
that  lecture  on  library  binding.  There  is  an- 
other thing  that  we  ought  to  do,  and  that  is 
to  give  attention  to  the  more  scholarly  side  of 
librarianship.  We  are  so  busy  organizing,  so 
busy  spreading  library  ideas,  that  we  are  in 
danger  of  losing  sight  of  scholarship.  That 
is  something  the  state  association  can  do  —  in 
the  directions  of  literature,  bibliography,  and 
such  subjects.  I  think  that  should  be  em- 
phasized more  than  has  been  the  case.  In  the 
Massachusetts  Qub  we  are  trying  a  similar 
scheme  to  that  of  Mr.  Eastman;  we  are  go- 
ing to  have  one  annual  meeting,  which  will 
take  in  all  the  library  clubs  all  over  the  state. 
Then,  besides  that,  the  state  club  meets  about 
three  times  a  year  in  different  parts  of  the 
state. 

In  concluding,  I  want  to  make  sure  that 
this  round  table  is  to  be  continued,  and  I 
therefore  move  that  this  assembly  petition  the 
program  committee  of  next  year  for  another 
round  table  meeting  on  this  subject.    Voted. 

Miss  M.  E.  Ahern:  I  want  to  say  a  word 
about  this  matter  of  having  peripatetic  meet- 
ings. In  the  state  of  Illinois  we  have  all  the 
library  law  and  all  the  library  books  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state,  and  then  there  is 
a  part  of  the  state  down  in  the  south  that 
they  call  "Egypt."  There  may  be  some  libra- 
ries there,  but  we  have  been  unable  yet  to  in- 
duce them  to  take  their  place  in  the  state  li- 
brary association.  Two  years  ago,  after  hav- 
ing tried  for  several  years  to  get  these  libra- 
ries to  come  into  the  association,  we  brought 
the  association  to  them,  and  held  our  meet- 
ing in  East  St.  Louis,  under  the  most  dis- 
tressing circumstances  of  weather  and  other 
uncomfortable  conditions ;  and  not  a  single  li- 
brarian from  that  community  attended  the 
meeting.  We  tried  the  same  plan  last  year  in 
another  place  in  the  state,  and  I  felt  when  the 
meeting  was  over  that  we  had  not  done  much 
good  there.  Very  few  of  the  local  people 
came  to  the  meeting.  Later  I  heard  that  we 
did  some  good,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
the  personal  efforts  of  the  librarians  at  that 
place  did  more  than  the  association  did.  I  am 
not  at  all  a  pessimist,  but  in  Illinois  this  plan 
has  failed  to  interest  the  people  of  the  indiffer- 
ent districts  in  the  work  that  the  library  asso- 
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ciation  was  trying  to  do,  and  I  have  been  al- 
most convinced  that  it  is  the  proper  thing 
for  an  association  to  get  a  central  point  and 
bring  librarians  in  touch  with  the  vitalizing 
spirit  of  a  good  library  conference,  rather 
than  to  try  to  take  the  association  to  an  in- 
different community.  I  want  heartily  to  em- 
phasize the  point  made  by  Mr.  Dana  about 
local  speakers.  I  have  suffered  more  than 
once  from  these  local  speakers.  I  have  a  most 
distinct  recollection  of  hearing  a  trustee  talk 
for  one  hour  and  a  quarter  on  the  beautiful, 
magnanimous  and  generous  efforts  made  by 
himself  to  run  the  local  library.  The  point 
made  by  Mr.  Wellman  needs  to  be  taken  cau- 
tiously. I  think  there  is  more  danger  of  em- 
phasizing the  scholarly  side  of  librarianship 
at  state  meetings  than  there  is  of  not  giving 
it  sufficient  attention.  The  American  Library 
Association,  in  my  opinion,  should  stand  for 
the  higher  tenets  of  the  library  faith,  and  the 
scholarly  side  should  be  more  emphasized 
than  has  been  the  case  heretofore  in  the  meet- 
ings of  the  national  association.  With  all  our 
different  organizations,  clubs,  associations, 
conferences,  round  tables,  and  so  on,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  American  Library  Association 
should  take  care  of  the  technical  side,  and  the 
smaller  questions,  that  must,  indeed,  be  set- 
tled by  local  conditions,  should  be  taken  up 
by  the  state  associations.  While,  of  course, 
we  want  to  have  material  of  a  high  order 
presented  at  the  state  association,  at  the  same 
time  we  must  remember  that  these  associa- 
tions reach  those  people  who  cannot  be 
touched  in  any  other  way;  and  if  they  have 
come  to  get  light  on  this  new  topic  of  work 
for  children,  or  if  they  are  on  the  point  of  re- 
organizing their  library,  or  if  they  are  having 
trouble  with  their  board,  they  do  not  take 
kindly  to  a  dissertation  on  printing  in  the  15th 
century. 

One  thing  has  been  left  out  in  the  various 
interests  which  have  been  brought  forward, 
and  that  is  the  part  of  the  trustee  in  the  state 
association  meetings.  A  librarian  may  have 
all  possible  inclination,  and  all  the  enthusiasm 
that  we  can  give  her.  but  if  she  does  not  have 
the  co-operation  and  the  kindly  sympathy  of 
her  library  board,  or  at  least  a  majority  of  its 
members,  life  is  to  her  a  burden.  Her  con- 
dition is  worse  than  when  she  did  not  know, 


and  did  not  know  that  she  did  not  know. 
The  state  associations  have  not  so  far  been 
open  enough  to  the  trustees.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  a  subject  well  worth  taking  up, 
and  we  should  try  to  do  more  for  the  library 
trustees  of  the  state  than  we  have  done  here- 
tofore. Necessarily  they  take  rather  a  ma- 
terial view  of  the  situation,  and  we  should  try 
to  lead  them  away  from  the  dollar-and-cents 
view  of  library  work.  These  two  things  need 
to  be  emphasized  —  keep  in  mind  the  small 
librarian,  and  educate  the  trustee.  Some  ooe 
has  said  that  we  need  a  library  school  for 
trustees  quite  as  much  as  we  need  a  library 
school  for  librarians,  and  the  more  I  see  of 
libraries  the  more  I  believe  that. 
Mrs.  £.  J.  DocKERY  spoke  on 

HOW  A  UBRARY  CX)MMISSION  WAS  SECUBED  IK 

IDAHO. 

I  bring  to  you  an  accurate  and  complete 
history  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  dub 
women  of  my  state  in  securing  library  legis- 
lation, as  I  personally  participated  in  the 
work  with  other  members  of  the  Woman's 
Columbian  Gub,  the  organization  that  had 
the  direct  and  immediate  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject. 

It  IS  a  somewhat  embarrassing  confession 
to  make  that  Idaho,  with  its  area  of  87,xo 
square  miles  and  a  population  of  164,000 
souls,  and  its  sobriquet  of  "The  gem  of  the 
Mountains,"  has  liot  a  free  circulating  li* 
hranry.  I  make  this  statement,  however,  to 
emphasize  the  virgin  field  in  which  we  had  to 
labor  and  the  munificence  of  our  legislators 
when  we  consider  the  various  tax  burdens 
are  so  many  and  the  number  so  few  to  bear 
them. 

Bois§  City,  the  capital  of  our  state,  with  a 
population  of  10,000,  is  the  home  of  the  Wom- 
an's Columbian  Club  of  200  members.  This 
ciub,  among  its  many  achievements,  estab- 
lished and  almost  wholly  supports  a  public 
library  of  2750  vclumes  at  Bois€;  and  its 
members  stand  in  the  vanguard  and  do  yeo- 
man's service  as  leaders  and  in  the  ranks  in 
all  causes  to  advance  the  moral,  inteUectnal 
and  material  good  of  all  the  people  of  the 
state  that  has  granted  women  equal  suffrage 
with  men. 

The  club  strongly  urges  the  formatioa  of 
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other  woman's  clubs  throughout  the  state,  and 
encourages  at  all  times  the  organization  and 
development  of  free  libraries. 

The  first  really  effective  and  aggressive  step 
of  the  club  in  this  direction,  and  which  led 
to  important  results,  was  the  adoption  of  the 
free  travelling  library  scheme.  Its  zealous 
members,  by  united  action  and  individual  ef- 
fort, accumulated  sufficient  funds  to  put  into 
circulation  15  travelling  libraries  with  a  total 
of  800  volumes,  and  invited  discussion  of  this 
work  in  the  public  press. 

At  the  1899  state  teachers'  meeting  repre- 
sentatives of  the  club,  on  invitation,  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  travelling  library  and  libra- 
ries generally.  The  demand  for  library  cases 
soon  exhausted  the  Columbian  Cub's  ability 
to  respond,  and  then  an  appeal  for  legislative 
aid  was  determined  upon,  and  systematic 
methods,  principally  through  the  press,  were 
pursued  to  awaken  public  sentiment  favorable 
to  the  election  of  friendly  legislators. 

After  the  election  of  the  legislators  in  igoo 
the  Columbian  Gub  sent  circular  letters  to 
each  one,  setting  forth  the  merits  of  the  two 
bills  the  club  had  prepared  and  upon  which 
its  energies  were  concentrated,  namely:  a  bill 
creating  a  state  library  commission,  and  a  bill 
authorizing  common  councils  of  cities  and 
governing  bodies  of  communities  to  levy  a 
tax  not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  assessed 
valuation  of  property  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  free  reading  rooms  and 
libraries. 

Similar  circular  letters  were  sent  to  each 
of  the  75  newspapers  published  in  the  state. 
All  women's  clubs  were  importuned  to  co- 
operate, and  also  all  public  school  officials, 
te?chers  and  educators  of  the  state.  The 
press  responded  right  royally  with  one  single 
exception,  and  book  lovers  and  educators  of 
high  and  low  degree  lent  their  willing  assist- 
ance. Representatives  of  the  club  again  ap- 
peared before  the  1900  annual  state  teachers' 
meeting,  and  secured  an  official  endorsement 
from  that  body  for  the  proposed  library  legis- 
lation. The  state  teachers'  association,  in  ad- 
dition, advocated  a  law  requiring  that  three 
per  cent,  of  all  school  moneys  be  set  aside  as 
a  fund  for  school  libraries,  to  which  the  club 
women  gave  their  aid  and  which  also  became 
a  law. 


At  the  convening  of  the  legislature  in  Jan- 
uary of  this  year  the  leaven  had  begun  to 
work,  thus  paving  the  way  for  the  successful 
lobbying  by  the  official  representatives  of  the 
Coltunbian  Club. 

The  first  step  was  the  selection  of  a  con- 
spicuous legislator  to  stand  sponsor  for  our 
bills.  In  this  we  encountered  an  embarrass- 
ment of  riches  in  capable  legislative  material, 
but  finally  selected  Senator  S.  P.  Donnelly, 
who  cheerfxdly  asstuned  the  duty,  and  exerted 
the  full  force  of  his  wide  popularity  and 
marked  ability  from  the  time  of  his  introduc- 
tion of  the  bills  until  the  final  vote  upon 
them. 

The  club  members  held  frequent  confer- 
ences with  the  educational  committee  of  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  and  other  legisla- 
tors specially  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters, and  made  plain  to  them  the  inestimable 
benefits  of  the  bills  we  championed. 

And  in  this  connection  I  desire  to  make 
graceful  acknowledgment  to  the  library  work- 
ers of  Wisconsin,  as  it  was  while  a  resident 
of  this  state  I  received  from  them  my  first 
library  inspiration;  and  particularly  do  I  de- 
sire to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
F.  L.  Hutchins,  whose  personal  communica- 
tions and  generous  supply  of  library  literature 
exiabled  us  to  fully  present  our  subject  and  to 
meet  all  objections  raised  by  some  of  the  leg- 
islators. 

Every  member  of  the  legislature,  with  the 
exception  of  one  m  the  lower  house,  was  but- 
tonholed, \  and  the  consequence  of  that  over- 
sight was  manifested  on  the  final  voting  day. 

In  the  meantime  the  club  requested  the 
home  papers  of  the  legislators  to  continue  to 
urge  favorable  action;  and  the  club  women 
from  all  parts  of  the  state,  by  letters,  per- 
sonal visits  and  petitions  to  the  legislators, 
did  likewise. 

The  instinct  of  partisanship,  a  peculiarity 
of  all  legislative  todies,  was  not  manifested 
in  the  least. 

On  the  day  for  the  final  action  in  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  of  the  Whole  the  Columbian 
Qub  was  notified  and  attended  in  a  body,  the 
courtesy  of  the  floor  being  extended  to  us. 

Imagine  our  consternation,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  submitted  to  an  aye  and  nay  vote, 
at  not  a  voice  being  raised  in  its  favor  save 
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S^saxcx  l>'jaaeiiy%.  For  a  few  mcinirnfi  s- 
Imce  lo  profotxaii  Uiat  ir  wu  alsaost  palpabte 
prevailed,  vfaea  presentiT  Senator  Kiokaid, 
^fao  wa«  in  the  dsair,  wicfaoor  caHisg  £or  tiie 
najrft,  lolemnly  aimotzxicai,  ''Tfae  ajcs  have 
rt**;  ami  deliffit  tappUnted  oar  agonized  dis- 
tref4  at  the  p(ea.santrf  at  Senator  DonneQ/s 
expense  and  oars  dawned  i^on  tu. 

TBe  btii  was  rben  placed  apon  its  final 
passage,  and  the  senators,  who  hrsitated  tn 
their  sttpport  on  Jie  ground  of  economy  onlj, 
announced  that  they  would  voce  in  faror  of 
the  hdl,  hot  desired  it  eiqkressly  onderstood 
that  they  ^d  so  because  they  were  intimidated 
h>  the  presence  of  the  Columbian  Qub.  The 
(•en  of  spirits  prevailed,  and  our  bill  provid- 
ing for  a  state  library  commission  of  five 
members,  two  at  least  to  be  women,  passed 
the  senate  unanimously,  the  president  of  the 
state  university  and  the  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  to  be  <x  aiUcio  members 
and  the  other  thrte  members  to  be  appointed 
bv  the  govtmor;  and  the  law  appropriated 
$6000  for  the  purchase  of  travelling  library 
books  and  the  maintenance  of  the  commission 
for  two  years. 

The  bill  was  sent  to  the  lower  house  to 
tike  it^  course  in  that  body,  but  we  were  de- 
nied the  privilege  of  practicing  intimidation 
there.  Immediately  upon  its  arrival  in  the 
house  a  member  moved  that  it  be  made  a  spe- 
cial order  of  business  and  be  immediately 
p!<iced  upon  its  final  passage,  and  that  a  po- 
lite message  be  sent  the  president  of  the 
Columbian  Qub  that  the  house  would  per- 
form its  solemn  duties  without  the  assistance 
or  c'^rcion  of  that  club. 

The  bill  passed  the  house  unanimously  save 
for  the  solitary  negative  vote  of  the  member 
v^hom,  by  an  inexplicable  oversight,  we  failed 
fi  interview,  and  v^ho  announced  he  so  voted 
for  that  reason. 

This  library  commission  bill  was  by  all 
odds  the  most  conspicuous  matter  before  the 
legislature,  and  the  enrolled  bill  submitted  to 
the  governor  for  signature  was  elaborately 
prepared  and  adorned  with  the  club  colors  by 
the  attaches  of  the  legislature. 

The  commission  has  been  in  existence  three 
months,  or  more  properly  speaking,  less  than 
two   months,   for   the   necessary  preliminary 
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While  the  law  provided  for  the  appoint- 
n-en:  of  at  least  two  wouaca  00  tbe  commis- 
sion, the  governor  appointed  direer  two  of 
whom  are  members  of  die  Colmiibian  Qub: 
and  oar  superinrendest  of  poblic  mstmction 
being  a  woman,  we  have  Ibar  of  tbe  five  memr 
bers,  and  what  is  more  e^xdally  to  the  point, 
they  are  all  club  women. 

Woman's  clubs  may  with  propriety.  I  think, 
lay  claim  to  some  credit  for  library  laws  in 
Idaho,  and  yet  it  is  significant  that  the  reason 
for  their  power  lies  in  the  foct  that  the  women 
of  our  state  have  In  their  hands  the  wand  of 
progress  and  civilization,  the  most  powerful 
and  bloodless  offensive  and  defensive  weapon 
on  earth  —  the  ballot.  In  the  hand  of  the 
frailiest  of  our  sex  this  powerful  we^Km  can 
strike  as  deadly  a  blow  at  evil  or  as  stren- 
uotxs  a  blow  for  good  as  it  can  in  the  hands 
of  the  brai^niest  oi  fighting  men;  no  moral 
wretch  of  whatever  size  and  strength  hot 
what  the  very  gentlest  of  our  number  can  can- 
cel his  registered  will  on  election  day;  for  an 
aspiring  public  servant  to  dare  oppose  a  right- 
eous cause  means  sure  defeat  —  for  woman- 
hood inevitably  arrays  itself  against  the  hosts 
of  error. 

The  women  of  our  state,  marshalled  under 
the  leadership  of  women's  clubs,  stood  in  an 
unwavering  and  united  array  for  all  our  li- 
brary laws  and  every  other  law  that  stood  for 
good ;  and  there  were,  all  told,  15  bills  affect- 
ing education  enacted  into  laws  at  the  last 
session. 

Whatever  of  inspiration  and  encouragement 
the  success  of  women's  clubs  in  Idaho  may 
give  our  sister  clubs  in  sister  states,  the  suc- 
cess of  woman's  suffrage  there  at  any  rate 
vill  help  to  silence  the  scoflfers*  sneers  and 
help  put  this  ballot-sword,  forged  in  the  work- 
shop of  right  and  justice,  in  the  hand  of 
every  woman. 
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In  the  absence  of  Mr.  John  Thomson 
Miss  Neisser  read  Mr.  Thomson's  paper  on 

HOW  TO  SECURE  A  STATE  LIBRARY  CX)lf  MISSION. 

I  am  asked  "How  to  secure  a  state  library 
commission?"    I  answer: 

Ask  for  it. 

Urge  it  on  the  legislature. 

Strive  persistently. 

Without  these  three  methods,  there  is  little 
hope  of  getting  a  library  commission  or  the 
passage  of  good  library  legislation. 

Pennsylvania  has  been  behind  every  other 
state  in  the  Union  in  the  matter  of  library 
legislation  and  principally  because  hardly  any 
effort  was  made  to  procure  the  assistance  of 
the  legislature.  Outside  of  a  dog-tax  paid 
over  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  pub- 
lib  libraries,  under  an  act  approved  in  May, 
1887,  no  real  step  was  taken  in  this  state  to 
secure  the  benefits  of  the  public  library  move- 
ment until  1895.  In  that  year,  it  was  sought 
to  pass  an  act  to  authorize  all  cities  and  bor- 
oughs of  the  commonwealth  to  levy  taxes  and 
make  appropriations  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  free  libraries.  Unfortunately, 
this  bill  was  stoutly  opposed  and  was  finally 
amended  so  as  to  affect  only  cities  of  the  first 
class.  The  most  important  subsequent  legis- 
lation was  the  approval  by  the  governor  in 
May,  1899,  of  a  bill  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  free  library  commission  and  'defining 
its  powers  and  duties.  Under  this  act,  the 
governor  had  power  to  appoint  five  persons, 
who  with  the  state  librarian,  constitute  the 
free  library  commission  —  the  state  librarian 
being  ex  officio  secretary  of  that  body.  The 
commission  has  power  to  give  advice  and 
counsel  to  all  free  libraries  in  the  state  and  to 
all  communities  which  may  propose  to  es- 
tablish them,  as  to  the  best  means  of  estab- 
lishing and  administering  such  librares,  the 
selection  of  books,  cataloging,  and  other  de- 
tails of  library  management;  and  the  com- 
mission has  certain  powers  of  general  super- 
vision and  inspection.  The  section  closes  with 
the  following  words : 

'The  commission  shall  also  establish  and 
maintain  out  of  such  sums  as  shall  come  into 
their  hands,  by  appropriation  or  otherwise, 
a  system  of  travelling  libraries  as  far  as  pos- 
sible throughout  the  commonwealth." 

Legislature  adjourned  without  making  any 


appropriation  and  the  commission  found  itself 
in  the  position  described  by  Dickens  when 
Mr.  Pickwick  and  his  friends  were  au- 
thorized to  travel  where  they  liked,  make  such 
investigations  as  they  thought  good,  and  gen- 
erally to  promote  science  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. The  commission  was  authorized  under 
the  powers  conferred  upon  it  to  purchase 
books,  provide  book-cases,  print  whatever 
matter  seemed  good  to  it,  and  generally 
develop  a  travelling  libraries  system  through- 
out Pennsylvania  at  its  own  expense.  Noth- 
ing daunted,  the  members  of  the  commission 
met  in  the  state  library  on  April  25,  IQOO  and 
organized,  and  being  absolutely  without  funds, 
efforts  were  made  to  secure  contributions 
from  benevolent  friends  of  the  movement  and 
$2600  were  raised  from  29  persons  who  gen- 
erously placed  in  the  hands  of  the  conunission 
sufficient  funds  to  enable  it  to  start  the 
work.  In  a  recent  circular  issued  by  the  com- 
mission, the  secretary  calls  attention  to  the 
fact  that  Ohio  already  had  more  than  800 
travelling  libraries  and  an  appropriation  of 
$5000  per  year  with  which  to  carry  on  the 
work.  Michigan  has  many  libraries  and  an 
appropriation  of  from  three  to  five  thousand 
dollars  per  year.  Wisconsin  has  six  or  seven 
hundred  travelling  libraries,  ai:d  New  York 
nearly  one  thousand.  Every  state  of  any  im- 
portance in  the  Union  has  established  and  is 
maintaining  travelling  libraries  on  from  three 
to  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  A  few 
travelling  libraries  only  at  present  have  been 
sent  out  in  Pennsylvania.  These  are  now  in 
use,  but  the  commission  was  afraid  to  tmder- 
take  much  work,  as  it  did  not  know  how 
soon  its  funds  might  be  exhausted,  and  it 
might  find  itself  unable  to  grant  the  applica- 
tions for  travelling  libraries  which  are  stead- 
ily coming  in. 

When  it  is  asked  how  to  secure  a  state  li- 
brary commission  the  second  question  how  to 
secure  an  appropriation  with  which  t^  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  commission  is  necessarily 
involved.  In  the  case  of  Pennsylvania  (just 
brought  to  a  happy  issue,)  the  active  mterestf 
of  many  of  the  leading  newspapers  through- 
out the  state  was  sought  and  obtained  The 
editors  of  these  papers  were  written  to  in  per- 
son and  a  statement  describing  the  scope  and 
needs    of   the   library   commission   and    the 
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amount  of  the  appropriation  hoped  for  was 
forwarded  to  each.    With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, the  editors  printed  much  of  this  ma- 
terial as  news,  and  a  considerable  number 
added   editorials   urging  the   importance   of 
the  movement    More  valuable  help  could  not 
have  been  secured.  The  smaller  papers,  which 
cf  course  draw  their  material  largely  from 
the  papers  published  in  the  larger  cities,  fol- 
lowed suit,  and  practically  reprinted  the  same 
matter.    Copies  of  the  papers  containing  these 
articles  were  secured,  and  marked  copies  were 
sent  to  the  representatives  from  their  own 
neighborhoods.    In  this  manner  nearly  three 
hundred  of  the  newspapers  throughout  the 
state  were  communicated  with,  and  their  as- 
sistance had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  final 
granting  of  the  appropriation.    In  this  way 
information  was  laid  before  thousands  of  citi- 
zens who  would  otherwise  have  been  unin- 
formed on  the  matter.    Beyond  all  this  an  ex- 
planatory letter  fully  detailing  the  position  of 
the  commission  was  sent  by  one  of  the  com- 
mission to  every  member  of  the  legislature 
and  the  secretary  of  the  commissfon  issued 
the  excellently  prepared  circular   (above  re- 
ferred to),  several  copies  of  which  were  sent 
to  every  member  of  the  legislature  and  to 
others.    The  result  has  been  that  an  appro- 
priation of  $3500  has  been  passed  by  both 
houses,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
the  bill  will  receive  the  governor's  signature 
when  the  time  comes  for  him  to  sign  the  ap- 
propriation bills  for  1901-1902. 

It  would  be  waste  of  time  at  a  round  table 
meeting  like  this  to  dwell  upon  the  benefits 
of  the  travelling  libraries  movement.  The 
free  library  commission  of  Pennsylvania  has 
determined  to  do  its  utmost  to  develop  the 
movement  throughout  the  state,  and  if  a  prac- 
tical answer  is  to  be  given  to  the  question, 
How  to  secure  a  state  library  commission?, 
I  would  say,  Recognize  the  importance  of  the 
movement,  strive  early  and  late,  through  the 
newspapers,  by  means  of  circulars  and  by  per- 
sonal interviews,  to  interest  the  members  of 
the  legislature,  and  persevere  unintermitting- 
ly  in  impressing  your  needs  upon  those  who 
have  the  power  to  grant  the  necessary  legis- 
lation and  appropriation.  Work  eariy  and 
late  and  do  not  stop  working  until  you  have 
secured  what  you  want. 


Mrs.  Belle  M.  Stoutenbosough  spoke  on 

WHAT  women's  clubs  CAN  DO  TO  FVKtBBL  TBE 
WORK  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

1  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  adding  the 
word  "Nebraska"  to  my  topic    Six  years  ago 
last    October    the    Nebraska    Federation   of 
Women's  Qubs  held  its  second  annual  meet- 
ing at  our  state  capital.    Some  two  weeks 
before  the  meeting  Mrs.   Peabody,  a  name 
familiar  to  every  librarian  in  this  room,  who 
was  at  that  time  our  president,  wrote  me: 
"I  am  very  anxious  to  bring  the  travelling 
librar}'  movement  before  the  women  of  our 
state.    Will  you  talk  for  15  or  20  minutes  on 
this  topic  before  the  Lincoln  meeting?"    If 
she  had  asked  me  to  talk  on  the  study  of 
comparative  anatomy,  I  should  have  been  just 
as  familiar  with  the  topic,  but  in  ths  refer- 
ence room  of  the  Omaha  Public  Library,  I 
held  a  consultation  with  Poole's  index,  and 
succeeded  in  finding  just  one  article  on  trav- 
elling libraries ;  it  was  in  the  January  Forum 
of  1895,  2md  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  \t  was 
a  brief  history  or  sketch  of  the  traveUing  li- 
brary movement  in  New  York.     Here  was  my 
opportunity;   what  had  been   done   in   New 
York,  could  be  done  in  Nebraska,  although 
upon  a  smaller  scale,  by  the  Federation  of 
Women's  Qubs.    I  shall  not   forget  how  I 
trembled  as  I  stood  before  that  large  audience 
and  made  my  first  plea  for  a  travelling  libn- 
ry.    However,  the  secretary,  in  reporting  the 
meeting,  was  kind  enough  to  say  that  the 
audience  at  once  caught  the  speaker's  enthu- 
siasm, and  a  committee  was  appointed  for  the 
formation  of  plans  for  a  federation  travelling 
library.    A  hundred  dollars  was  subscribed* 
and  sixty  books  purchased  and  sent  out  to 
eight  clubs  that  first  year.    I  know  it  seems 
like  a  small  beginning  to>day,  but  it  was  seri- 
ous, earnest,  and  full  of  possibilities,  and  to- 
day the  work  is  an  educational  factor  in  our 
state.    I  believe  that  these  books  which  hafe 
gone  out  to  the  club  women  have  not  only 
enabled  them  to  pursue  certain  lines  of  study, 
which  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  possi- 
ble for  them  to  have  taken,  but  they  have  at- 
ated  in  the  minds  of  other  members  of  die 
family   a   desire  to  possess   good   reference 
books.    These  books  are  sent  out  from  my 
own  home.    The  clubs  receiving  them  are  at 
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no  expense  except  in  paying  express  charges 
for  their  return.  The  work  is  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  and  as  to  the  salary 
of  the  librarian,  she  is  paid  over  and  over 
again  in  the  thankful  letters  which  she  re- 
ceives from  the  people  who  are  using  the 
books. 

In  1897,  the  Nebraska  Library  Association 
succeeded  in  introducing  a  bill  in  the  legisla- 
ture, creating  a  library  commission  for  travel- 
ling libraries.  It  passed  the  lower  house,  and 
went  into  the  senate,  where  it  was  "lost  to 
sight,  though  to  memory  dear."  In  1899,  noth- 
ing daunted,  the  Nebraska  Library  Associa- 
tion was  there  again  with  its  library  bill.  It 
passed  the  lower  house,  but  it  never  reached 
the  senate.  Last  June,  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Qubs  was  held  in  the  dty  of 
Milwaukee.  Mrs.  Buchwalter,  of  Ohio,  the 
chairman  of  the  program  committee,  planned 
for  a  bureau  of  library  instruction  or  infor- 
mation, and  this  bureau  was  located  in  an  up- 
per room  in  the  Milwaukee  Public  Library. 
The  presiding  genius  in  the  room  was  Miss 
Stearns ;  I  always  think  of  her  as  the  pioneer 
travelling  library  woman  of  the  northwest 
A  clubwoman  from  Nebraska  was  in  atten- 
dance at  that  meeting  and  instead  of  spending 
her  time  listening  to  the  program,  she  passed 
the  greater  part  of  the  week  in  that  upper 
room,  and  there  she  learned  the  work  which 
h  being  done  by  women's  clubs  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land  in  this 
library  field,  and  she  went  back  to  Nebraska 
determined,  if  possible,  to  secure  legislation 
for  free  travelling  libraries  in  the  coming  year. 
It  was  a  strange  coincidence,  that  last  Octo- 
ber the  Nebraska  Federation  of  Women's 
Gubs  again  held  their  annual  meeting  at  our 
state  capital,  and  as  before,  the  same  woman 
who  had  presented  six  years  before  to  that 
meeting,  a  plan  for  a  Federation  travelling 
library,  was  there  to  present  a  plan  for  free 
travelling  libraries  and  a  state  library  commis- 
sion for  Nebraska.  The  plan  was  formally  and 
unanimously  adopted,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  co-operate  with  the  Nebraska 
Libraiy  Association  to  secure  legislation.  In 
all  thii  work,  we  never  had  any  one  who  as- 
sisted us  more  ably  than  Mr.  Wyer,  the  li- 
brarian of  the  state  university,  who  was  never 
too  busy  to  advise  us  or  to  see  a  man  that 


we  could  not  reach,  and  he  it  was  who  draftedl 
our  bill  and  saw  it  through.  To  make  a  long, 
story  short,  the  first  thing  we  did  was  to  send, 
out  circulars  suggesting  that  "a  library  day"* 
be  observed  in  the  dubs;  this  library  day^ 
was  generally  discussed  throughout  the  state.. 
Then  we  sent  a  petition  which  was  circulated,, 
not  only  in  the  towns,  but  among  the  farmers, 
and  their  wives ;  and  finally  one  March  morn- 
ing I  received  the  following  telegram:  "Re- 
joice and  be  exceeding  glad"  — and  I  have 
been  rejoidng  ever  since,  for  house  bill  na 
ao,  carrying  with  it  an  appropriation  ot  $4000' 
for  free  public  libraries,  for  free  travdling 
libraries,  and  for  the  state  commission,  had 
passed,  not  only  the  lower  house,  but  the  sen- 
ate. It  received  the  governor's  signature,  and 
it  means  we  are  to  have  travdling  libraries  in 
Nebraska. 

Miss  Freiman:  Mrs.  Morris,  of  the  Wis- 
consin Free  Library  Commission  and  the  Gen- 
eral Federation  of  Women's  Qubs,  will  be 
unable  to  be  with  us  this  morning  on  account 
of  illness.  We  are,  however,  fortunate  in  be- 
ing able  to  hear  from  Mrs.  Youmans,  the 
president  of  the  Wisconsin  Federation  of 
Women's  Qubs. 

Mrs.  Youmans  :  I  cannot  possibly  fill  Mrs. 
Morris'  place,  but  I  should  not  like  to  have 
this  subject  discussed  without  Wisconsin  be- 
ing represented. 

We  may  gather  from  the  ddiberations  of 
this  association,  that  Wisconsin  keeps  a  prom- 
inent place  in  library  work  among  the  states 
of  the  Union.  If  this  is  so,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
it,  it  is,  as  we  all  know,  due  to  the  enthusiasm 
and  energetic  efforts  of  the  Free  Library 
Commission,  and  this  commission  will  assure 
you  that  its  members  have  had  no  more  en- 
thusiastic allies  than  the  club  women  of  the 
state.  Work  for  libraries  was  the  first  work 
undertaken  by  Wisconsin  women's  dubs  — 
the  first  work  outside  of  thdr  regular  literary 
programs  —  and  since  the  organization  of  the 
federation  in  1896,  it  has  been  one  of  its 
most  prominent  lines  of  work.  I  suppose 
there  are  few  dubs  among  the  150  in  the  fed- 
eration that  have  not  done  something,  some- 
times important  and  sometimes  unimportant,, 
for  the  library  movement  They  have  estab- 
lished libraries  and  free  reading-rooms;  they^ 
have  hdped  to  support  libraries;  they  have 
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made  donations  of  books  and  money;  they 
have  sent  out  travelling  libraries  on  their  er- 
rands of  usefulness;  and  they  have  also  sent 
out  travelling  reference  libraries  especially 
for  the  uses  of  the  study  clubs.  The  federa- 
tion at  the  present  time  is  making  a  special 
effort  toward  securing  as  many  of  these  trav- 
elling reference  libraries  as  possible.  The 
club  women  in  the  interior  of  the  state  have 
very  inadequate  reference  facilities;  we  have 
now  only  six  or  seven  of  these  reference  li- 
braries, and  we  feel  comparatively  rich  that 
we  are  soon  to  have  half  a  dozen  more. 

A  great  many  of  the  public  libraries  in 
Wisconsin  are  due  directly  to  efforts  of  club 
women.  The  public  library  of  Waukesha  is 
due  directly  to  the  efforts  of  a  little  coterie 
of  club  women ;  they  started  seven  years  ago, 
with  prospects  that  could  not  possibly  be 
called  brilliant.  They  kept  the  library  going 
for  seven  years  from  one  month  to  another, 
in  some  way  securing  the  money,  and  finally 
the  burden  was  taken  from  their  shoulders  by 
the  city  council.  Now,  the  library  is  not 
large;  it  is  not,  from  a  technical  point  of 
view,  fine ;  and  it  certainly  lacks  many  things 
that  we  hope  to  have  in  the  future;  but  it 
has  2500  volumes,  generally  read  and  much 
valued  by  the  people,  it  has  become  estab- 
lished as  a  regular  necessary  part  of  the 
municipal  life,  and  I  think  it  is  sure  of  a  regu- 
lar though  moderate  support  from  the  public 
funds.  In  a  city  a  few  miles  north  of  here 
a  woman's  club  has  a  fund  of  $500  towards  a 
library  building.  It  does  not  intend  building 
a  library  with  that  sum ;  it  does  not  intend  to 
go  on  earning  money  by  rummage  saies  and 
private  theatricals;  but  it  does  expect  to  use 
that  money  and  to  use  the  interest  of  the 
members  of  the  club  as  a  center  for  develop- 
ing library  interests  in  the  vicinity. 

This  work  is  illustrative  of  what  is  be- 
ing done  all  over  the  state,  and  it  is  not 
so  much  the  money  that  the  club  women 
collect  for  the  libraries,  nor  the  books  they 
may  secure,  nor  even  the  direct  work  that 
they  do;  it  is  the  feeling  that  they  dissem- 
inate as  to  the  value  of  public  libraries.  The 
club  woman,  in  her  club  work,  finds  the  need 
of  a  good  library;  her  associations  and  con- 
nections are  such  that  she  learns  to  value 
vbooks  more  than   she  ever  did  before;   she 


learns,  too,  that  for  the  intellectual  life  of  her 
vicinity  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  public  Ubra- 
ry ;  she  helps  to  develop  the  public  spirit  diat 
demands  a  public  library;  she  hdps  to  bring 
out  an  atmosphere  in  which  pubUc  libnriei 
germinate  and  grow  and  flourish.  This,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  the  most  important  part  of 
club  work  among  club  women.  This  is  wbaX 
they  are  doing  in  Wisconsin,  and  what  they 
will  continue  to  do. 

Mr.  HuTCBiNs:  I  have  been  watching  for 
years  the  work  of  the  women's  clubs  and 
their  enthusiasm  for  libraries.  They  are  ac- 
complishing a  great  deal,  and  there  is  just  cue 
thing  I  would  like  to  say  to  the  dub  wooien 
of  the  country,  "Plan  a  study  club,  and  in  a 
few  years  you  get  a  public  library.  Plan  a 
library,  and  in  a  few  years  you  get  five  stady 
clubs.- 

CXH)PERATION  BETWEEN  A.   L.   A.   AND  GINIIAl 
FEDERATION  OF  WOMEN'S  GLUM. 

Miss  Steakns  :  The  American  Library  As- 
sociation has  fallen  into  a  most  successfcd 
alliance  with  the  National  Educational  Asso- 
ciation, as  is  demonstrated  by  the  continnatxoa 
of  our  meeting  at  Detroit  Now,  the  A.  L 
A.  has  never  realized  all  that  the  Geaenl 
Federation  of  Women's  Qubs  has  done  for 
the  promotion  of  library  interests.  This  is 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  A.  Lw  A 
that  the  women's  dubs  have  been  reoogmzed 
on  our  program,  and  I  move  that  the  A.  L 
A.  Council  be  requested  to  form  an  alliaiioe 
between  the  American  Library  AssodatioB 
and  the  Federation  of  Women's  Qubs  for  the 
promotion  of  library  interests.    Voted, 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  Masib  S.  DupdO, 
the  chairman  read  by  title  her  paper  on 

THE     woman's     club     AND     THB     TRAVELLIlfG 

UBRAEY. 

The  woman's  club  and  the  travelling  libraiy 
seem  made  for  each  other.  So  perfectly  does 
the  travelling  library  supply  a  suitable  cfatfi- 
nel  for  the  energies  of  the  woman's  dub,  tad 
so  admirably  does  the  woman's  club  seem 
fitted  for  the  work  of  sending  out  travdlinf 
libraries,  that  the  one  seems  the  natural  tod 
perfect  complement  of  the  other. 

What  a  box  of  well-selected  reading  matter 
means  to  a  rural  community  probably  ooIt 
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those  know  who  have  lived  in  a  rural  com- 
munity without  the  box.  Others  must  draw 
upon  their  imaginations  to  picture  farm 
homes  without  other  current  literature  than 
a  weekly  local  paper  whose  "patent  inside^ 
contains  all  the  news  they  receive  of  the 
world's  work;  homes  where  the  family  Bible 
—  not  always  present  —  and  the  children's 
school  books  form  the  only  bound  volumes  of 
the  family  library,  where  even  the  deservedly 
ephemeral  literature  of  the  daily  paper  and 
the  lo-cent  magazine  are  unknown,  though 
rural  free  mail  delivery  will  soon  alter  this. 

With  numberless  such  communities  on  the 
one  hand,  we  have  on  the  other  numerous 
women's  clubs  organized  for  self -improve- 
ment and  "mutual  aid,"  to  use  the  fine  phrase 
of  Prince  Kropotkin.  And  so  closely  are  hu- 
n\an  interests  interwoven  that  "mutual  aid" 
nieans  self-improvement,  and  self-improve- 
ment "mutual  aid."  It  is  doubtful  if  any 
form  of  educational  endeavor  undertaken  by 
women's  clubs  is  so  fruitful  in  good  results 
as  the  travelling  library.  It  is  the  most  prac- 
tical form  of  educational  work  as  yet  under- 
taken by  these  organizations.  The  work  of 
the  Illinois  Federation  of  Women's  Qubs  in 
this  direction  has  been  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  library  extension  committee  of 
that  organization.  More  than  one-third  of 
the  clubs  of  the  state  are  now  engaged  in 
travelling  library  work.  The  number  of  li- 
braries in  circulation  has  doubled  in  the  past 
year. 

The  plan  usually  adopted  in  the  formation 
of  a  travelling  library  is  for  each  member  of 
z  club  to  donate  one  or  more  books.  A  Par- 
melee  or  other  suitable  trunk  bookcase  is 
purchased  for  the  collection,  usually  consist- 
ing of  about  50  volumes,  a  record-book  is  pro- 
vided, each  volume  is  furnished  with  a  library 
catalog  and  the  rules  for  borrowers  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  and  the  library  is 
th«n  ready  to  begin  its  travels. 

Several  libraries  are  grouped  into  county 


circuits  —  a  unique  feature  of  the  Illinois 
plan  —  of  four  or  more  to  a  circuit  Two 
years  has  been  found  to  be  the  average  life  of 
a  travelling  library,  and  a  circuit  of  four  li- 
braries remaining  in  each  community  for  six 
months  will  thus  supply  four  communities 
with  travelling  libraries  for  two  years. 

With  regard  to  the  composition  of  the  trav- 
elling library,  the  committee  recommends  that 
each  library  consist  of  about  50  volumes; 
that  of  these  one-half  shall  be  juveniles;  that 
fiction  shall  be  carefully  selected,  preference 
being  given  to  standard  works,  those  which 
have  stood  the  test  of  time;  that  everything 
of  a  theological  bias  shall  be  excluded;  that 
biographies,  travels  and  nature  studies  and 
stories  are  particularly  desirable,  with  other 
suggestions  for  particular  communities  or  of 
a  general  character.  We  lay  particular  stress 
upon  the  proportion  of  juveniles  being  at 
least  one-half,  for  the  reason  not  only  that 
children  and  young  people  are  generally  the 
most  numerous  class  of  readers,  but  also  be- 
cause many  adults,  unaccustomed  to  much 
reading,  find  juvenile  literature  more  readily 
comprehensible.  Considering  the  fact  that  our 
libraries  are  almost  wholly  the  result  of  vol- 
vjitary  donation.  It  is  remarkable  and,  indeed, 
extremely  gratifying  that  the  libraries  sent 
out  are  of  such  a  high  degree  of  literary  ex- 
cellence. The  outcome  of  the  heterogeneous 
tastes  of  club  members,  they  seem  admirably 
adapted  to  the  equally  heterogeneous  tastes  of 
the  communities  to  which  they  are  sent.  Im- 
provement, however,  is  always  possible,  and 
for  the  coming  year  we  have  model  lists  of 
books  drawn  up  as  guides,  if  not  patterns,  for 
future  libraries. 

In  states  where  a  public  travelling  library 
system  does  not  yet  exist,  the  women's  clubs 
seem  excellently  qualified  for  inaugurating  and 
maintaining  such  a  system  until  the  time 
comes,  as  it  surely  will,  when  every  state  has 
its  library  commission  and  its  travelling  li^ 
brary  fund. 
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TRUSTEES'  SECTION. 


A  MEETING  of  the  Trustees'  Section  of 
the  A.  L.  A.  was  held  on  July  6  in  parlor 
C  of  the  Fountain  House,  with  Dr.  Ijtipziger 
in  the  chair  and  Thos.  L.  Montgomery  acting 
as  secretary.  There  were  75  persons  present 
Dr.  Leipziger  made  an  opening  address,  out- 
lining the  work  that  might  be  discussed  by 
the  section. 

Mr.  Soule  urged  the  election  of  trustees 
for  a  term  of  years  only,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  those  present  three  years  seemed  the  proper 
limit 

The  question  of  whether  members  of  the 
board  of  education  should  be  admitted  to 
library  boards  excited  considerable  discus- 
sion, in  which  Mr.  Cooke,  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Por- 
ter, of  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Crunden  and  the  sec- 
retary took  part.  It  was  generally  conceded 
that  members  of  the  board  of  education  should 
not  be  trustees  of  libraries  ex  officio,  but  that 
there  was  no  objection  to  electing  them  as 
individuals. 

Mr.  Eastman  then  read  his  very  interest- 
ing paper  on 

LIBKAKY   BUILDINGS. 

(See  p.  38.) 
Mr.  Mauran,  of  St.  Louis,  spoke  on 

THE  relation   OF  THE  ASCHirECT  TO   THE 

LIBRARIAN. 

(See  p.  43.) 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Chicago,  said  that  the  two 
papers  showed  the  lack  of  any  antagonism  be- 
tween the  professions.  He  considered  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  the  architect  should 
be  selected  before  anything  else,  in  order  that 
he  should  be  familiar  with  all  the  librarians' 
requirements,  and  that  the  interior  arrange- 
ment was  the  only  matter  that  should  be 
thought  of  then.  The  plan  of  giving  pre- 
miums is  bad,  because  it  is  no  temptation  to 
the  skilled  architect,  but  it  is  to  the  mere 
draughtsman.  He  also  thought  that  library 
architecture  must  become  a  specialty. 


Mr.  Dewey  asked,  "What  is  the  best  way  to 
get  the  combined  judgment  of  several  ardii- 
tects  without  offence  to  the  profession,  and 
yet  give  a  proper  remuneration  for  their 
labor?" 

Mr.  Patton  answered  that  there  was  no  ob- 
jection to  such  consultations  on  die  part  of 
the  profession,  and  that  it  was  becoming  more 
common  every  3rear.  The  objection  to  com- 
petitions was  that  there  was  no  expert  to 
make  a  fair  decision.  Competitions,  as  a 
rule,  did  not  produce  such  good  results  ais  the 
appointment  of  a  well-equipped  and  competent 
architect,  to  plan  and  oversee  the  work  from 
the  beginning.  Under  any  circtunstanoes  ex- 
pert advice  might  be  had  and  should  generally 
prove  useful,  especially  when  members  of  a 
library  board  were  not  prepared  to  give  thor- 
ough attention  to  the  architectural  pnMems. 
Personally,  he  had  often  been  emi^oyed  ts 
consulting  architect,  just  as  a  physician  might 
be  called  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  Eastman  stated  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Utica  Public  Library  $150  had  been  given  to 
each  of  ten  architects  for  small  sk^ches  or 
outlines  incorporating  the  reqtiirements  of 
the  board. 

Mr.  Dewey  thought  that  every  state  com- 
mission should  have  an  expert,  to  whom 
should  be  referred  all  suggestions  for  plans 
for  libraries,  in  order  that  the  bad  featnres 
may  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  library 
board.  In  the  case  of  very  large  institutioos 
the  national  library  should  be  appealed  to. 

This  was  by  far  the  most  interesting  meet- 
ing that  has  been  held  by  the  section,  and  the 
interest  taken  in  the  discussion  promises  wdi 
for  the  future  meetings. 

Dr.  Leipziger  declining  to  serve  as  dudr- 
man,  and  the  secretary  having  declined  the 
nomination,  Mr.  D.  B.  Corey  was  elected 
chairman  and  T.  L.  Montgomery  secretary 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Thomas  L.  Montgomery^  Secretary. 
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MEETING. 


/\  N  informal  "round  table"  meeting  for  tlic 
consideration  of  present  and  possible 
methods  of  professional  instruction  in  bibli- 
ography, was  held  on  the  morning  of  Monday. 
July  10,  in  one  of  the  parlors  of  the  Foinitain 
Spring  House.  A.  G.  S.  Josephson  was 
chairman,  and  J.  I.  Wyer,  Jr.,  acted  as  secre- 
tary. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10.30 
a.m.  by  Mr.  Josephson^  who  opened  the  ses- 
sion with  a  paper  on 

A    POST-GRADUATE    SCHOOL   OF    BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

In  looking  over  the  various  definitions  of 
the  word  bibliography,  I  have  found  two  o  am 
groups,  one  narrow,  one  broad. 

The  narrow  definition  has  been  thus  ex- 
pressed by  Prof.  C.  V.  Langlois :  "Bibliogra- 
phy is  the  science  of  books.  As  library  econo- 
my treats  of  the  classification,  the  exterior 
description  of  books,  of  the  organization  and 
history  of  libraries;  as  bibliography  treats  of 
the  history  of  the  book  as  a  manufactured 
product  (printing,  bookbinding,  bookselling) ; 
so  bibliography  in  the  precise  meaning  of  the 
word,  is  that  particular  part  of  the  science  of 
the  book  which  treats  of  the  repertories  and 
which  provides  the  means  of  finding,  as 
promptly  and  as  completely  as  possible,  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  sources." 

As  an  example  of  the  broad  definitions  I 
choose  the  one  by  M.  E.  Grand  in  "La  grande 
encyclopedic."  He  defines  bibliography  as  "the 
science  of  books  from  the  point  of  view  of 
their  material  and  intellectual  description  and 
classification,"  and  goes  on  to  say  that  "there 
are  three  principal  things  to  be  considered  in 
the  study  of  bibliography:  classification  of 
books, . .  .  {bibliographical  systems)  ;  descrip- 
tion of  books  {bibliographical  rules);  and  the 
use  of  bibliographical  repertories." 

If  we  compare  these  two  definitions  fit  see 
that  here  the  same  word  has  been  used  for 
two  distinct  subjects,  the  one  of  which  in- 
cludes the  other.  Without  here  going  dt^per 
into  the  intricacies  of  these  definitions,  I  will, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  discussion,  accept  the 
broader  of  the  two. 

The  question  what  instruction  in  bibliogra- 
phy should  contain  is  already  answered  in  the 
above  definition  itself. 


The  study  of  bibliographical  systems  for 
classification  of  books  presupposes  the  .-tudy 
of  the  theoretical  systems  of  classification  of 
knowledge  and  this  presupposes  the  study  of 
the  history  of  the  sciences. 

Bibliographical  rules  govern  the  practical 
art  of  book  description,  what  is  technically 
known  as  cataloging.  There  are  various 
codes  of  rules,  more  or  less  arbitrary,  as  they 
are  more  or  less  the  outcome  of  a  compro- 
mise. But  under  all  arbitrariness  one  will  dis- 
cern some  underlying  theory  as  to  what  a 
description  of  a  book  should  contain.  Such 
theories  are  founded  on  the  practice  of  print- 
ing and  publishing:  thus  the  intelligent  study 
of  bibliographical  rules  presupposes  the  study 
of  the  history  of  printing  and  publishing. 

Bibliographical  repertories  contain  the  sys- 
tematic records  of  printed  documents  and  the 
study  of  these  repertories  is  what  is  called 
bibliography  in  the  narrow  sense.  While  the 
branches  of  study  previously  referred  to  ntay 
by  some  be  regarded  as  of  less  value  to  the 
librarian  there  is  surely  none  who  will  deny 
the  necessity  of  his  being  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  literature  of  bibliographical  reper- 
tories. However,  I  do  not  think  that  I  am 
alone  in  the  contention  that  all  the  different 
branches  of  bibliography  in  the  broader  sense 
are  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  librarian. 

Dr.  Dziatzko  has  pointed  out  that  in  such  an 
eminently  practical  occupation  as  that  of  the 
librarian  it  is  particularly  important  not  10 
neglect  altogether  some  kind  of  theoretical 
studies.  There  can  be  no  studies  of  greater 
importance  to  the  librarian  than  those  just 
enumerated,  namely,  history  of  literature  — 
the  word  tsdcen  in  its  broadest  sense  —  history 
of  the  book  in  all  its  phases,  and  the  study 
of  bibliographical  literature. 

The  library  schools  have  done  much  t3  en- 
courage the  professional  spirit  of  librarians 
and  to  develop  the  technical  side  of  their 
work.  It  is,  however,  felt  that  something 
more  is  needed,  something  that  a  professiooal 
school  or  a  training  class  cannot  give,  namely, 
solid  bibliographical  scholarship.  This  can.  In 
my  opinion,  not  be  acquired  except  at  a  imi- 
versity  with  a  faculty  of  spedalists  and  an 
extensive  equipment  of  bibliographical  litem- 
ture  as  a  part  of  a  large  university  library. 
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A  post-graduate  school  of  bibliography,  such 
as  I  have  in  mind  should  ofiFer  instruction  to 
two  classes  of  students.  The  one  class  would 
be  students  in  the  other  branches  of  instruc- 
tion who  would  select  as  a  minor  one  of  the 
subjects  ofiFered  by  the  school,  and  who  should 
be  required  to  pursue  in  the  school  the  bib- 
liographical study  of  their  main  topics  and  the 
preparation  of  the  bibliographies  that  should 
be  required  as  a  necessary  accompaniment  to 
every  dissertation.  The  other  class  would 
consist  of  persons  wishing  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  the  professional  work  of  the  li- 
brarian and  bibliographer.  They  would  choose 
as  their  majors  the  studies  offered  at  this 
school,  and  could  choose  as  a  minor  any  other 
scholastic  subject  It  would  be  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  would-be  librarian,  could  he, 
while  pursuing  his  special  studies,  be  allowed 
to  do  university  work  in  some  other  subject 
of  his  choice,  such  as  literary  history,  phil- 
osophy, American  history,  mathematics,  or  the 
like. 

As  thorough  bibliographical  knowledge  is 
the  foimdation  for  the  work  of  the  librarian, 
the  central  subject  of  instruction  in  the  s':hool 
should  be  the  study  of  bibliographical  re- 
pertories and  of  the  record  literature.  This 
study  should  include  seminar  work  in  the 
handling  of  literary  tools,  in  hunting  ap  ref- 
erences on  special  questions,  and  in  the  prep- 
aration of  bibliographical  lists.  This  leads  to 
the  study  of  bibliographical  methods.  1*he 
principles  of  book  description  should  be  dis- 
cussed, the  leading  codes  of  rules  ^tulted 
comparatively,  their  merits  and  defects  dis- 
cussed, but  none  should  be  taught  as  the  one 
to  be  absolutely  followed. 

History  of  printing  and  bookselling  comes 
next,  preceded  by  an  introductory  consiiera- 
tion  of  paljcography,  particularly  that  Df  the 
15th  century.  The  steps  leading  to  the  dis- 
covery of  printing  with  movable  tjrpes,  and 
the  spread  of  the  art  over  the  world  should 
be  followed.  Examples  of  the  products  of  the 
first  printing  presses  should  be  studied  and 
described.  Of  later  periods  in  the  history  of 
the  book  the  most  important  seem  to  be  the 
later  i6th  and  the  17th  centuries  in  England, 
and  the  19th  century  in  Germany. 

A  parallel  study  with  that  of  the  history 
of  printing  might  be  classification  of  knowl- 
edge and  of  books,  with  the  history  of  sci- 
ence. The  student  might  well  be  given  his 
choice  between  these  two  topics,  while  that  of 
bibliography  in  its  narrower  sense  should  be 


required  of  everyone.  The  history  and  in- 
terreUtion  of  the  various  sciences  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  importance  not  only  to  tlie  dat- 
sifier,  but  to  the  library  administrator  in  geo- 
eral.  It  should  be  covered  by  special  lecture! 
by  the  representatives  of  the  various  sc«4icci. 
connected  by  a  theoretical  course  in  the  the- 
ory of  classification,  and  followed  by  semiiiar 
work  in  classification  of  books. 

A  course  preparing  for  the  professioial 
work  of  librarianship  cannot  be  complete  with- 
out the  study  of  library  administration,  \i\ok 
we  are  not  particularly  concerned  with  this 
to-day,  it  should  be  said  that  this  subject 
wotild  naturally  be  a  required  one,  and  wonU 
cover  particularly  the  history  of  libraries  and 
of  the  methods  of  library  administration.  The 
technical  training  in  the  minor  topics  of  libra- 
ry economy  would  not  have  any  place  in  t 
school  of  this  description. 

I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  present  at  'Jni 
meeting  some  statements  from  universttj  au- 
thorities in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  t 
post-graduate  school  of  bibliography  at  some 
university.  I  have  not,  however,  succeeded  in 
getting  any  statement  of  such  definiteness  that 
I  can  present  it  here.  I  can  only  say  that  the 
president  of  one  of  the  larger  western  univer- 
sities seems  to  look  with  some  interest  on  the 
proposition.  A  letter  from  Dr.  W.  T.  Harris, 
Commissioner  of  Education,  says : 

"It  is  very  easy  for  me  to  say  that  I  bdieve 
post-graduate  courses  in  bibliography  to  be  a 
most  excellent  thing,  but  whether  there  should 
be  such  a  school  established  in  Waslungton  — 
I  have  no  conviction  on  this  question.  I  tin 
not  in  a  condition  to  say  whether  it  would  not 
be  a  most  excellent  thing  to  establish  such  a 
school  in  connection  with  the  Librarjr  of  Coa- 
gress.  Mr.  Putnam  is  proceeding  m  a  verr 
intelligent  manner  to  make  tlie  Congressional 
Library  of  use  to  the  whole  country.  WonH 
not  a  school  of  bibliography  here  in  Wa^bivg 
ton  have  the  best  opportunity  to  do,  so  to 
speak,  laboratory  work  in  bibliography,  and 
this  in  connection  with  the  national  library? 
I  am  not  able  to  affirm  an  opinion  on  this 
question.  The  subject  is  ver^  important  and 
your  letter  was  a  letter  which  I  wished  to 
answer  to  some  purpose,  but  I  have  not  bem 
able  to  do  it,  and  this  is  merely  an  explanatioa 
of  why  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  it. 

"You  very  well  name  the  studies  of  such  a 
school:  The  literature  of  the  subject;  the  use 
and  handling  of  books  as  literary  aids;  bib- 
liographical methodology;  comparative  his- 
tory of  literature  and  the  sciences;  clarifica- 
tion of  knowledge  accompanied  by  the  study 
of  the  various  systems  of  clasjuficatioD  of 
books;  palaeography,  history  of  printing. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  one-tenth  ofaU  the 
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librarians  educated  for  the  purpose  of  workiag 
in  a  library  should  take  just  such  a  course 
of  instruction  as  this.  This  would  give  them 
directive  power  in  the  most  important  part 
of  the  librarian's  duty." 

The  secretary  read  a  paper  by  Dr.  JOH. 
Lechb  describing  the 

COURSES  IN  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OFFERED  BY  PROF. 
DZIATZKO    AT    THE    UNIVERSITY    OF   GOTTINGEN. 

The  first  and  so  far  the  only  professorship 
in  the  auxiliary  sciences  of  librarianship  in 
Prussia  was  founded  in  1886  in  Gdttingen  as 
a  consequence  of  the  growing  importance  of 
libraries.  This  professorship  has  been  filled 
since  its  fotmdation  by  Professor  Dr.  Carl 
Dziatzko. 

The  courses  of  lectures  given  have  so  far 
been  as  follows : 

Library  administration. 

The  laws  of  authors  and  publishers  in  the 
history  of  bookselling. 

Books  in  the  Middle  Ages. 

(The  above  courses  have  not  been  given 
in  later  years.) 

Books  and  writing  in  ancient  times. 

History  of  printing  and  bookselling : 
(fl)  previous  to  the  Reformation. 
(6)  since  the  Reformation. 

History  and  development  of  modem  libra- 
rianship. 

The  lectures  are  held  three  times  a  week 
and  have  the  same  strictly  scientific  character 
as  other  university  studies. 

They  demand  therefore  real  co-operation 
between  lecturer  and  students,  putting  before 
the  latter,  as  they  do,  a  rich  and  critically 
sifted  material  which  gives  them,  in  a  tvay, 
a  sharp  outline  only  which  they  will  fill  out 
more  or  less  fully  according  to  their  diligence 
in  earring  on  their  studies.  The  lectures  are 
made  particularly  attractive  and  stimulating 
through  the  exhibition  of  important  examples 
of  printing,  if  possible  original  works  re- 
ferred to  or  quoted  in  the  lectures,  etc 

Beside  these  public  lectures,  Prof  Dziatzko 
gives  once  a  week  a  bibliographical  semmar 
for  a  smaller  circle.  The  majority  cf  the 
members  of  this  seminar  are  the  library  vol- 
unteers who  naturally  are  more  numerous  in 
Gdttingen  than  at  other  Prussian  university 
libraries.  If  it  is  true  of  the  public  lectires 
that  valuable  results  are  gained  only  by  real 
co-operation  of  the  students,  these  seminars 
directly   demand   independent   work   of   the 


members.  A  considerable  part,  in  fact  half 
of  the  allotted  time,  is  given  to  description  of 
incunabula  according  to  the  rules  formulated 
by  Prof.  Dziatzko  and  published  in  no.  10  of 
his  "Sammlung  bibliothekswissenschaftlicher 
Arbeiten."  Apart  from  the  importance  of  in- 
cunabula for  the  history  of  printing,  they  are 
particularly  suited  to  bring  out  questions  of 
various  kinds  relating  to  bibliography  and 
librarianship.  The  remaining  seminar  hours 
are  given  up  to  reviews  and  papers  by  the 
members.  In  most  cases  the  subjects  are  se- 
lected at  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Dziatzko,  but 
it  is  preferred  that  the  members  should  select 
their  own  topics.  The  papers  deal  with  the 
most  varied  subjects:  questions  of  a  purely 
practical  nature  alternate  with  scientific  and 
historical  investigations  of  bibliographical 
topics.  (Sevei«l  of  these  papers  have  after- 
wards been  prepared  for  publication  in  Prof. 
Dziatzko's  "Sammlung  bibliothekswissen- 
schaftlicher Arbeitcn.")  The  papers  arc  fol- 
lowed by  judicious  criticism  by  Prof.  Dziatz- 
ko and  discussion  by  the  members  of  the  sem- 
inar. Whatever  time  is  left  is  devotcxl  to 
reading  of  old  manuscripts,  exhibition  of  bib- 
liographical rarities  and  curiosities,  important 
new  publications,  etc. 

In  connection  with  the  palaeographical 
studies  just  mentioned  it  should  be  noted  that 
a  special  seminar  in  palaeography,  given  by 
another  professor,  Dr.  Wilhdm  Meyer,  is 
attended  by  many  as  a  supplement  to  their 
bibliographical  studies. 

A.  S.  Root,  librarian  of  Oberlin  College, 
supplemented  this  letter  with  a  description  of 
his  work  with  Dr.  Dziatzko,  stating  that  the 
real  strength  and  power  of  the  work  consisted 
in  the  bibliographical  seminar  and  the  work 
with  incunabula.  In  this  work  each  student 
has  assigned  to  him  the  work  of  a  special  dty 
or  a  special  press.  He  studies  the  books, 
catalogs  them,  and  submits  his  work  to  Prof. 
Dziatzko  for  review.  These  papers  are  then 
discussed  by  the  members  of  the  seminar  and 
sharply  criticised  by  Prof.  Dziatzko.  The 
new  literature  of  bibliography  added  to  the 
library  is  periodically  examined  and  discussed 
by  the  class. 

G.  W.  Harris,  librarian  of  Cornell  Univer- 
sity, gave  in  outline,  the  substance  of  a  course 
of  15  lectures  on  bibliography,  delivered  one 
each  week  during  a  half  year  at  Cornell.  The 
nature  of  these  lectures  is  general  because  in 
each  department  more  or  less  stress  is  based 
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on  the  use  of  special  bibliographies,  and  each 
thesis  for  an  advanced  degree  at  Cornell  must 
be  accompanied  by  a  satisfactory  bibliography 
of  the  subject  treated.  The  large  collt^rtion 
oi  early  imprints  representing  many  of  the 
different  presses  affords  excellent  opportunity 
to  inspect  and  study  examples  of  early  print- 
ing. Mr.  Harris  was  of  the  opinion  that  work 
in  the  bibliography  of  special  subjects  should 
be  given  by  the  heads  of  the  departments 
concerned.    Mr.  Harris  gave  the  following 

SYNOPSIS   OF  LECTURES   ON   BIBUOGRAPHV^  COR- 
NELL UNIVERSITY. 

LICTUBX. 

I.  Definition  —  Advantages  of  knowledge 
of  bibliography;  Range  of  bibliogra- 
phy; Antiquity  of  books.  Ancient 
materials  —  Qay  tablets  of  Assyria, 
Assyrian  libraries  —  Palm  leaf  books 
of  India  —  Birch  bark  books  of  Cash- 
mere —  Maya  books  and  mss. 
n.  Papyrus  and  its  importance,  prepara- 
tion, grades,  roll  form  of  books  — 
Papyrus  mss.  and  Egyptian  litera- 
ture. 

HI.  Papyrus  paper  among  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans —  Methods  of  bookmaking  and 
publishing  in  Greece  and  Rome. 
Writing  instruments  and  inks  —  Mss. 
of  Herculaneum  —  Public  libraries  of 
the  ancients  —  Alexandrian  and  Ro- 
man libraries. 

IV.  Wax  tablets  of  the  Romans  —  Introduc- 
tion of  parchment  —  Change  from 
roll  form  to  square  form  of  books  — 
Results  of  this  change  —  Palimp- 
sests. 
V.  Latin  palaeography  and  various  styles  — 
Bookmaking  in  the  Middle  Ages  — 
Schools  of  calligraphy  —  Scriptorium 
and  its  rules  —  Colophons  —  Monas- 
tic libraries. 

VI.  Secular  scribes  of  Middle  Ages ;  Gilds. 
Art  of  illumination  with  examples  of 
illuminated  mss.  —  Changes  resulting 
from  introduction  of  paper  —  Cotton 
vs.  linen  paper  —  Block  printing  in 
China  and  Europe  —  Block  books. 

VII.  Invention  of  printing  —  Career  of  Gu- 

tenberg —  Earliest  printed  books  — 
Spread  of  the  art  in  Germany,  Italy, 
France,  England  — Printing  in  Amer- 
ica. 

VIII.  Incunabula  —  Characteristics  —  Tsrpes, 


abbreviations,  signatures,  colophons 
with  examples. 
IX.  Technical  terms  for  sizes  of  books— 
Confusion  of  size  and  form  —  Signa- 
tures, water-marks,  size  notation. 
X.  Bindings  of  books  —  Historical  skeCdi— 
Processes  of  book  binding — Eaouo- 
ples. 

XI.  Rare  books  —  Fashions  in  books — ^Fa- 

mous presses  —  Famous  editioiis. 

XII.  Illustrated  books  —  Methods  of  illustra- 

tion—  Manuals  for  collectors. 

XIII.  Gassification    of    books    in    libraries; 

various    systems    briefly    describtd, 
with  examples. 

XIV.  Catalogs  and  cataloging ;  various  Idndi 

of  catalogs  briefly  described,  with  ex- 
amples. 

XV.  Aids  in  use  of  the  library  —  Reference 

hsts  —  Bibliographies,    national   and 
special,  with  examples. 

Prof.  Charles  H.  Haskins,  professor  of 
European  history  in  the  University  of  Wis- 
consin, presented  an  outline  of  his 

course  in  historical  bibuographt,  uNnn- 
smr  OF  WISCONSIN. 

My  standpoint  is  that  of  the  user,  not  the 
custodian,  of  books,  and  of  the  user  of  his- 
torical books  in  particular.  There  is  no 
branch  of  knowledge  more  dependent  upon 
bibliography  than  is  history.  The  natural 
sciences,  for  example,  get  their  bibliographiet 
through  current  journals  and  their  origiml 
materials  in  the  laboratory,  while  the  student 
of  history  must  not  only  cover  current  lit- 
erature thoroughly  but  is  entirely  dependent 
upon  bibliographies  to  guide  him  to  the  pri- 
mary sources  of  his  subject  of  study.  There 
is  not  as  yet  enough  deflnlte  instruction  in 
historical  bibliography  offered  in  American 
universities;  indeed,  there  is  some  vagueness 
as  to  just  what  historical  bibliography  is.  In 
the  work  at  Wisconsm  the  course  is  divided 
into  two  broad  sections.  The  first  half  of  the 
course  is  taken  up  with  a  general  account  of 
the  manuscript  and  printed  collections  of  hi^ 
torical  material  in  Europe  and  America.  The 
second  half  begins  with  a  description  of  the 
bibliographical  tools  which  all  students  alilce 
use,  the  national  bibliographies,  and  the  trade 
bibliographies  of  all  the  important  countries, 
and  goes  on  to  consider  the  Inbliograpliical 
materials  peculiar  to  history  and  of  prime 
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importance  only  to  the  historical  student  In 
this  connection  especial  stress  is  laid  upon  the 
historical  periodicals.  The  aim  throughout 
the  whole  course  is  to  indicate  the  nature  and 
the  range  ot  historical  material,  where  it  is 
to  be  found,  what  and  where  are  the  sources, 
so  that  the  student  will  come  to  know  what  he 
wants  and  where  to  find  it  The  course  is 
given  one  hour  each  week  through  a  half  year 
and  is  taken  entirely  by  graduate  students. 
The  registration  is  usually  from  8  to  12. 
The  work  in  the  lectures  is  supplemented  by 
many  references  to  articles  and  books.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  course  the  "Manuel  de 
bibliographie  historique"  of  Langlois  is  used 
as  a  text  in  the  hands  of  the  students.  The 
second  edition  of  this  book,  which  is  just  out, 
forms  an  exceedingly  satisfactory  book  for 
this  purpose,  and  is  supplemented  by  informal 
comment  and  mention  of  additional  material. 
In  this  admirable  little  volume  nothing  of 
importance  is  omitted  and  very  little  indeed 
which  is  unimportant  is  included.  Very  much 
is  made  of  the  actual  handling  of  the  books 
by  the  students.  No  regular  system  of  prac- 
tical exercises  in  connection  with  this  course 
has  yet  been  worked  out,  but  progress  is  be- 
ing made  in  this  direction.  The  object  is  pri- 
marily to  impress  students  with  the  impor- 
tance of  the  use  of  bibliographical  tools.  Con- 
siderable practice  in  the  use  of  bibliographies 
is  also  given  in  all  the  advanced  courses  in 
history. 

In  general  I  have  found  that  much  incon- 
venience both  to  students  and  instructors  re- 
sults from  the  habit  of  secluding  all  the  most 
important  bibliographies  in  the  catalog  room. 
If  it  be  true  that  these  bibliographies  are 
constantly  needed  in  the  catalog  room,  they 
should  be  duplicated  for  the  use  of  the  stu- 
dents. This  practice  of  seclusion  would  not 
be  worth  mention  did  it  not  seem  to  be  habit- 
ual in  almost  all  libraries,  and  I  wish  here 
to  register  a  special  plea  that  bibliographies 
may  be  shelved  just  as  publicly  as  any  other 
section  of  the  library. 

I  am  much  interested  in  Mr.  Josephson's 
proposals  for  developing  bibliographical  in- 
struction in  universities.  It  seems  to  me 
he  has  taken  hold  of  the  matter  by  the 
right  end,  and  the  establishment  of  a  €010*86 
similar  to  that  he  suggests  would  not  only  be 
of  value  to  future  librarians  by  giving  them 
wider  opportunities  for  general  training  than 
they  can  get  in  special  schools,  but  would  also 


prove  helpful  to  advanced  students  in  all  de- 
partments of  study.  I  hope  some  university 
will  take  the  matter  up.  I  am  in  sympathy 
with  any  instruction,  formal  or  informal^ 
which  brings  instructors  and  students  to  a  bet- 
ter knowledge  of  how  to  use  the  library  and 
the  books. 

COURSES  AT  OTHER  COLLEGES. 

Mr.  Root  gave  in  detail  the  work  he  is  do- 
ing at  Oberlin  in  this  line.    He  said : 

We  offer  at  Oberlin  a  course  in  bibliogra- 
phy in  each  college  year.  The  first  year  the 
work  has  to  do  with  the  use  of  libraries,  with 
questions  of  classification  and  cataloging,  and 
is  designed  to  aid  the  new  students  in  becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  methods  in  use  in  our 
own  library  and  also  with  accepted  methods 
in  all  well-conducted  libraries.  The  course 
in  the  second  year  has  to  do  with  the  history 
of  books  and  of  printing.  This  work  is  al- 
most entirely  historical.  Some  study  is  given 
to  the  process  and  history  of  binding,  with 
examples  of  famous  bindings.  The  third  year 
work  deals  with  palaeography  and  the  history 
and  development  of  handwriting,  illumination, 
and  work  with  manuscripts  in  general.  The 
fourth  year  work  is  in  the  nature  of  a  seminar 
and  is  devoted  to  instruction  in  bibliography. 
After  an  outline  of  the  leading  national  and 
trade  bibliographies,  problems  in  bibliography 
are  handled  and  discussed.  The  courses  fill 
half  of  the  college  year,  one  lecture  per  week 
being  given.  The  work  is  entirely  elective 
and  the  completion  of  all  of  it  enables  a  stu- 
dent to  elect  one-eighth  of  his  course  in  this 
subject.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  recognition 
by  the  leading  library  schools  of  this  work,, 
perhaps  giving  students  advanced  credit  when 
work  has  been  satisfactorily  done  at  any  rep- 
utable college. 

Walter  M.  Smith^  librarian  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Wisconsin,  briefly  outlined  the  ele- 
mentary work  done  there  with  new  students, 
and  maintained  that  formal  lectures  were  not 
so  good  as  practical  instruction  in  the  use  of 
the  library  both  from  the  librarian's  desk  and 
from  the  reference  desk. 

Miss  Sharp,  librarian  of  the  University  of 
Illinois,  stated  that  a  one-hour  course  was 
given  there  for  the  general  student  body  in  the 
use  of  the  library.  Regular  university  credit 
is  given,  but  students  may  attend  these  lec- 
tures optionally  and  many  do  so. 

Andrew  Keogh,  of  Yale  University  Library,, 
described  a  short  course  in  the  use  of  the  li- 
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brary  offered  at  that  university.  Two  lec- 
tures are  given,  one  in  the  class  room  and  one 
in  the  library,  accompanied  with  actual  dem- 
onstration with  the  books.  Some  further  and 
more  elective  work  is  given  as  graduate  work 
at  Yale,  but  the  elementary  work  is  compul- 
sory with  all  new  students. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  H.  P.  Talbot, 
of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
giving  full  description  of  his 

COURSE  IN  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

My  attempts  to  interest  my  students  in 
books  and  bibliographies  are  briefly  these: 
For  one  term  of  15  weeks  of  the  junior  year 
the  students  of  the  course  in  chemistry  de- 
vote an  hour  each  week  (with  two  hours  as- 
signed for  preparation)  to  practice  in  reading 
chemical  German.  The  subject  matter  as- 
signed is  either  from  some  work  on  general 
or  anal3rtical  chemistry  or  from  some  current 
journal.  Of  late  I  have  confined  myself  mostly 
to  a  work  on  inorganic  chemistry.  The  purpose 
here  is  not  at  all  to  attempt  to  teach  German, 
but  to  assist  the  students  in  acquiring  a  mod- 
erate facility  in  reading,  that  is,  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  get  the  essentials  from  an  ar- 
ticle, rather  than  to  make  a  finished  transla- 
tion. 

During  the  term  following  this,  there  is 
assigned  to  the  class  one  or  more  (usually 
two)  topics,  and  they  are  required  to  prepare 
and  submit  for  inspection  a  bibliography  of 
the  journal  literature  upon  these  subjects. 
This  year  the  topic  assigned  to  the  whole  class 
was  the  "Determination  of  sulphur  in  irons 
and  steels."  The  class  (of  30)  was  divided 
into  squads,  and  to  each  squad  a  second  topic 
was  assigned,  such  as  "The  use  of  sodium 
peroxide  in  analytical  chemistry,"  "The  prep- 
aration and  analysis  of  persulphuric  acid  and 
the  persulphates,"  "The  recovery  of  molybdic 
acid  from  residues,"  etc. 

General  directions  are  given  as  to  procedure 
?n  the  compilation  of  the  bibliography,  the 
use  of  such  periodicals  as  the  Centralblatt  as 
a  starting  point,  and  also  the  way  to  record 
and  classify  the  references  found. 

This  year  we  have  used  library  cards  for 
the  recording  of  the  references  for  the  first 
time,  with  marked  success.  Each  card  was 
to  bear  the  original  reference,  the  Centralblatt 
or  Jahresbericht  reference,  the  title  of  the  ar- 
ticle (if  possible)  and  a  very  brief  statement 


of  its  contents.  The  cards  were  then  to  be 
grouped  according  to  a  classification  to  be 
worked  out  by  the  student 

Each  student  had  finally  about  200  cards, 
often  with  several  references  on  a  card.  They 
were  allowed  to  divide  the  journals  among 
the  members  of  a  given  squad,  and  to  ex- 
change cards. 

The  results  are  most  satisfactory.  The 
work  has  been  well  done  as  a  whole,  and  al- 
ready 1  hear  of  resolves  on  their  part  to  keep 
up  a  card  catalog  of  interesting  articles,  which 
is  a  promising  symptom. 

Each  year  for  some  time,  I  have  devoted 
a  single  hour  near  the  close  of  the  year  to 
a  brief  discussion  of  books,  from  tEe  point  of 
view  of  the  needs  of  a  person  desiring  to  cxA- 
lect  a  small  library.  In  this  connection  I 
have  put  into  the  students  hands  a  list  of 
"Standard  works"  citing  the  essential  refer- 
ence books  on  the  subject,  and  have  com- 
mente(i  briefly  on  the  list.  Please  understami 
that  this  list  is  not  by  any  means  infallible, 
and  that  there  are  doubtless  other  works  just 
as  good  as  those  mentioned. 

Our  senior  students  are  all  required  to  com- 
pile a  bibliography  of  the  literature  of  the 
subject  chosen  as  a  thesis,  and  to  prepare  a 
brief  review  of  all  recorded  work,  before  tfiej 
can  begin  their  investigation,  and  the  way  in 
which  they  attack  this  work  seems  to  indkate 
that  the  familiarity  with  journals  and  methods 
gained  in  the  work  of  the  junior  year  out- 
lined above  stands  them  in  good  stead. 

In  connection  with  the  instruction  in  the 
history  of  chemistry,  frequent  preparation  of 
memoirs  and  a  study  of  works  in  this  field 
is  also  required. 

The  list  of  books  referred  to  in  Dr.  Tal- 
bot's letter  was  divided  under  the  following 
heads:  History  of  chemistry.  Physiological 
chemistry,  Organic  chemistry.  Technical 
chemistry,  Agricultural  chemistry,  Analytical 
chemistry.  Biography,  Dictionaries,  Tables, 
Dyeing,  Foods,  General  chemistry.  Toxicol- 
ogy. 

J.  I.  Wyer,  librarian  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  outlined  a  course  of  16  lectures 
which  are  given  there  during  the  first  semes- 
ter of  every  alternate  year,  embracing  national 
and  trade  bibliography,  reference  books,  and 
thorough  drill  in  subject  bibliography.  The 
work  is  primarily  given  as  part  of  the  ap- 
prentices' training  for  the  library,  but  is  at- 
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tended  by  advanced  and  graduate  students 
in  other  departments.  Regular  university 
credit  is  given  for  the  work. 

W.  Stetson  Meuull,  of  the  Newberry  Li- 
brary, read  a  paper,  entitled 

A  DESIDERATUM  FOR  LIBRARY  SCHOOLS. 

As  I  am  desirous  that  you  should  appre- 
hend precisely  what  it  is  that  I  am  to  suggest 
as  a  desideratum  for  the  library  schools,  I  will 
ask  to  be  permitted  to  lead  up  to  my  point, 
rather  than  state  it  at  the  outset. 

We  are  all  of  us  daily  impressed  with  the 
rapidity  of  change  and  enlargement  in  the 
arts,  sciences  and  various  achievements  of 
knowledge  to-day.  In  some  departments,  in- 
deed, such  as  the  natural  sciences,  we  expect 
the  accepted  opinions  of  one  decade  to  give 
place  to  others  in  the  next  decade.  But  we 
perhaps  hardly  realize  that  there  is  a  similar 
progress  in  the  historical,  sociological  and  re- 
ligious sciences,  and  in  the  fine  arts.  New 
facts  are  discovered,  verdicts  of  history  are 
reviewed,  new  schools  of  thought  and  meth- 
ods of  study  are  established;  new  men,  new 
theories,  new  things  come  up  every  year,  al- 
most every  day. 

Now,  a  librarian  is  expected  to  bring  the 
stores  of  knowledge  to  an  inquiring  public; 
to  render  available  the  resources  of  accumu- 
lated wisdom  which  but  for  him  would  be 
like  gold  hidden  in  the  veins  of  the  rock.  To 
perform  this  function  requires  of  course  pri- 
marily a  certain  amount  of  educational  train- 
ing. A  library  assistant  should  be  at  least  a 
high  school  graduate ;  the  librarian  of  a  libra- 
ry of  research  should  be  a  college  bred  man, 
as  such  collegiate  training  will  be  found  to  his 
own  advantage  and  to  that  of  his  library. 

But  how  after  all  their  training  and  prep- 
aration are  librarians,  library  workers  or  stu- 
dents of  library  science  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  time?  This  is  really  the  problem  in 
what  may  be  called  the  higher  education  of 
the  library  profession.  It  may  be  thought 
that  the  reading  of  annual  cyclopedias,  peri- 
odicals and  the  latest  treatises  will  suffice  to 
keep  members  of  the  profession  posted  upon 
all  subjects  of  importance.  Yet  a  little  con- 
sideration will  show  that  by  such  means  much 
time  and  labor  are  sacrificed.  A  library  work- 
er reads  in  such  a  case,  not  for  general  in- 
formation, but  to  ascertain  definite  and  per- 
tinent facts  of  importance  to  him  in  his  spe- 
cial field  of  work.    What  he  wishes  to  know 


are  Indeed  the  new  discoveries,  facts  and 
opinions;  viewed,  however,  not  in  themselves 
as  events  in  the  progress  of  the  sciences, 
but  as  bearing  upon  the  classification  and  nom- 
enclature of  the  respective  sciences  which 
treat  of  them,  and  upon  the  relations  which 
those  sciences  bear  to  others.  He  needs  also 
an  up-to-date  acquaintance  with  the  great 
men  of  the  time,  not  in  a  personal  way,  but 
through  the  contributions  which  they  have 
made  to  knowledge.  Otherwise  he  will  not 
discern  the  authority  upon  any  given  subject 
from  a  tyro  or  an  ignoramus.  A  true  knowl- 
edge of  bibliography  does  not  consist  merely 
in  knowing  lists  of  books  or  in  knowing 
where  to  find  such  lists.  It  implies  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  relative  values  of  books 
as  well. 

A  thoroughly  equipped  reference  attendimt 
or  cataloger  should  also  be'  familiar  with  the 
shibboleths  and  theories  of  the  schools  and 
with  the  opinions  of  scholars  upon  questions 
of  the  day.  Now  how  is  he  to  learn  all  this? 
He  cannot  learn  it  before  he  begins  to  study 
library  work,  because  it  is  a  growing,  living 
thing  —  this  mass  of  current  fact  and  opinion. 
Yet  he  has  no  time  to  master  each  science  for 
himself,  and  in  merely  cursory  reading  he  will 
miss  the  point  which  is  to  be  of  most  use  to 
him  in  his  particular  line  of  work. 

I  reply  that  he  needs  the  spoken  word  of 
the  expert,  framed  and  directed  to  meet  the 
special  requirements  of  his  case.  The  expert 
who  knows  his  subject  in  all  its  bearings  can 
tell  us  at  once  just  what  we  want  to  know, 
if  we  have  a  chance  to  ask  him. 

Let  us  have  then  before  our  library  schools 
and  —  I  may  add  also  —  our  library  clubs  and 
associations,  periodical  talks  by  specialists 
upon  their  respective  subjects,  presenting  in 
a  concise  form  the  progress  of  these  sciences 
and  arts  with  special  reference  to  the  needs  of 
library  workers,  as  outlined  above. 

Such  a  presentation  will  enable  the  librarian, 
the  reference  attendant,  the  cataloger  or  the 
classifier  to  perform  his  work  with  an  as- 
surance and  a  facility  that  can  be  acquired 
in  no  other  way.  He  will  be  acting  under 
expert  advice.  The  special  points  ,to  be 
brought  out  will  be  presented  to  the  lecturer 
beforehand;  he  will  prepare  his  statement, 
deliver  it,  and  later  answers  inquiries  which 
may  have  arisen.  We  all  know  how  much 
easier  it  is  to  ask  somebody  about  something 
than  it  is  to  look  it  up  in  some  book.    Let 
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questions  be  noted  as  they  occur  and  the  class 
be  given  a  chance  to  ask  them  of  an  authority. 

These  lectures  or  talks  need  not  and  should 
not  be  confined  to  student  class  rooms.  Let 
them  be  public  lectures  which  library  workers 
outside  the  school  may  attend  upon  payment 
oi  a  small  fee.  The  intrinsic  interest  of  a 
lecture  upon  some  topic  of  the  day  whether 
literary,  historical,  political,  or  scientific, 
would  attract  in  a  way  that  a  course  upon  pure 
bibliography  can  never  do.  As  our  library 
schools  are  so  integrally  a  part,  as  a  rule,  of 
some  system  of  collegiate  instruction,  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  the  ser- 
vices of  different  members  of  the  faculty.  I 
may  repeat  also  that  no  more  useful  program 
of  work  for  a  library  club  during  a  season 
could  be  planned  than  a  course  of  just  such 
talks  as  I  have  described.  To  tell  the  truth, 
the  matter  of  this  paper  first  occurred  to  me 
in  its  bearings  upon  the  work  of  library  clubs. 
To  them  and  to  the  directors  of  our  library 
schools  it  is  presented  for  their  consideration. 

Following  this  the  representatives  of  the  va- 
rious library  schools  were  asked  to  describe  the 

WORK  OFFERED  IN  BIBLIOGRAPHY  AT  THE  LIBRARY 

SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  BiscoE  described  the  work  at  Albany, 
running  through  two  years,  the  first  being 
taken  up  with  trade  bibliography  and  the  sec- 
ond with  reference  work  and  subject  bibli- 
ography. The  large  resources  of  the  New 
York  State  Library  enable  the  students  to  see, 
study  and  use  almost  all  books  taken  up  and 
the  work  is  accompanied  with  many  problems. 
Further  elective  work  is  also  offered  to  stu- 
dents desiring  to  specialize  along  this  line. 

Miss  Plummer  spoke  for  the  Pratt  Insti- 
tute School.  During  the  first  year  a  general 
course  of  instruction  in  bibliography  is  of- 
fered, beginning  with  trade  bibliography,  stu- 
dents being  referred  to  the  leading  works  of 
reference  in  English,  French  and  German 
through  lectures  and  problems  given  during 
the  year.  Each  student  is  required  to  prepare  a 
reading  list  on  a  selected  subject,  requiring 
considerable  research  work,  which  must  be  sat- 
tisfactory  to  the  instructor.  The  leading  na- 
tional and  subject  bibliographies  are  included 
in  the  lectures,  and  the  problems  frequently  re- 
quire consultation  of  these.  Ten  lectures  are 
given  on  the  history  of  books  and  printing.  This 
is  merely  an  outline  course  offered  partly  that 


students  may  discover  any  latent  inclination 
toward  the  historical  course,  that  they  may 
know  there  is  that  side  to  their  work.    "In 
the  special  lessons  in  French  and  German  cat- 
aloging which  we  expect  to  undertake  this  fall," 
she  said,  "a  study  of  foreign  catalogs  will  be 
a  prominent  feature,  and  the  students  will 
collect  for  themselves  a  vocabulary  of  Hblio- 
graphical  terms  in  these  languages.    In  the 
broad  sense  of  the  term  bibliography,  as  we 
find  it  in  the  'Century  dictionary/  the  subject 
is  fairly  well  covered  by  the  second  year's  his- 
torical course.    Through  the  courtesy  of  the 
New  York  Public  Library  the  class  has  had 
opportunity  to  do  most  of   its   work  at  the 
Lenox  Library  where  there  is  a  fine  collection 
of  reference  books.    The  course  begins  with  a 
study  of  reference  books  on  the  history  of 
printing,  bibliographies  of  the   15th  century, 
etc.,  and  books  such  as  Hain,    Panzer,  etc, 
and    the    more    general    bibliographies,   e.g., 
Brunet,  Graesse.    The  history  of  bookmaking 
is  studied  from  the  period  of  the  manuscript 
through  the  15th  century,  and  some  work  with 
American  and  other  books  has  been  done  each 
year.    The  materials  used  in  the  earliest  times, 
the  methods  of  production  and  the  steps  lead- 
ing to  the  invention  of  printing  are  all  treated. 
The  history  of  printing  is  studied  by  country, 
town,  and  printer,  chronologically,  and  a  study 
of  the   types   used   by   different   printers  is 
made.    For  practical  work  the  class  catalogs 
15th  century  books.    The  books  used  for  con- 
sultation in  this  course  have  been  very  num- 
erous, and  perhaps  a  good   working  knowl- 
edge of  them  has  been  the   most  important 
feature  of  the  work.    The  class  was  not  and 
could  not  be  limited  to  books  in  English,  bnt 
used  and  in  part  translated  books  of  reference 
in  foreign  languages.     In  the  work  with  man- 
uscripts the  historical   course   depends  upon 
instruction  given  by  Prof.   Egbert,  professor 
of  Latin  palaeography  of  Columbia  Universi- 
ty,  who   has   made   up    a    course    especially 
adapted  to  the  object  of  our  work  and  to  the 
time  we  have  to  give.     Twenty-three  lectures, 
only  a  few  of  which  arc  devoted  to  the  bib- 
liography of  the   subject,    comprise   the  in- 
struction, two  hours'  work  outside  being  nec- 
essary on  each  lecture.     Much  more  is  usually 
done  by  the  students,  who  generally  live  is 
New  York  city  while   taking   the   historical 
course.    The  study  of  successive  handwritings 
and  abbreviations  as  illustrated  by  blue-prints 


INSTRUCTION  IN  BIBLIOGRAPHY:  ROUND  TABLE. 


205 


furnished  by  the  professor,  leads  naturally  to 
early  printed  books,  whose  types  were  mod-* 
elled  after  the  handwriting  of  the  period. 
Reports  of  the  work  of  this  class  have  been 
very  satisfactory." 

Miss  Kroeger^  of  the  Drexel  Institute  Li- 
brary School,  described  a  course  of  15  lectures 
on  the  history  of  books  and  printing,  given 
at  her  school. 

The  lectures  embrace  the  following  sub- 
jects: 

I.  The  development  of  language,  oral  and 
written.  Ancient  systems  of  writing. 
Derivation  of  the  English  alphabet. 
The  preservation  of  literature.  Ear- 
liest forms  of  permanent  records,  lit- 
erature, books,  and  libraries  in  the 
ancient  civilizations  of  the  cast. 
II.  The  literatures  of  Greece  and  Rome. 
The  book  in  the  classical  age.  Alex- 
andria as  a  literary  center.  Barbarian 
invasions  of  the  Roman  Empire.  De- 
cline and  extinction  of  ancient  cul- 
ture. Destruction  of  books  and  libra- 
ries. 

III.  The  book  in  the  Middle  Ages.  The  pres- 

ervation and  the  production  of  books 
in  the  monasteries.  Development  of 
the  illuminated  manuscript  The  ear- 
ly Renascence  in  its  relation  to  litera- 
ture and  books. 

IV.  The  later  Renascence :  revival  of  learn- 

ing. Recovery  of  ancient  literature. 
Rome,  Florence,  and  Venice  as  the 
centers  of  activity.  Multiplication  of 
manuscripts.  The  formation  of  mod- 
em libraries. 

V.  The  art  of  engraving  as  the  precursor  of 

printing.  The  invention  and  diffusion 
of  printing.  The  chief  centers  and 
the  great  masters  of  printing.  The 
printed  book  and  its  influence  upon 
civilization. 
VI.  Book  illustration  in  ancient,  medieval, 
and  modern  times. 

VII.  Books  and  libraries  in  Europe  and  the 

United  States.  Types  of  modem  pub- 
lic libraries. 

VIII.  Makers  and  lovers  of  books,  and  their 

libraries. 
Miss  Sharp  told  of  the  instmction  in  bib- 
liography given  to  the  students  in  University 
of  Illinois  Library  School  by  the  professors 
at  the  university.    Several  of  the  professors 


give  lectures  on  the  bibliography  of  their 
various  subjects;  a  subject  is  assigned  to  the 
students  before  the  lecture,  they  are  required 
to  examine  bibliographies,  reviews,  and  the 
books  themselves,  as  far  as  accessible  in  the 
library,  and  to  select  ten  books  which  they 
would  buy  first  for  a  library  of  10,000  vols. 
This  selection  is  criticised  by  the  professor, 
who  meets  the  class,  gives  them  an  outline  of 
his  subject,  speaks  of  the  principles  of  selec- 
tion, mentions  the  writers  who  are  considered 
authorities,  and  calls  to  the  attention  of  the 
students  valuable  material  not  to  be  found  in 
the  trade  lists.  This  is  in  the  first  year;  in 
the  second  year  the  professors  give  their  lec- 
tures first  and  the  class  will  select  their  books 
for  criticism  afterwards.  The  professors  have 
given  most  generous  co-operation  in  the  work ; 
but  their  work  has  been  uneven  and  many  of 
them  fail  to  catch  the  librarian's  and  bibli- 
ographer's point  of  view,  and  most  of  them 
acknowledge  that  their  studies  are  limited  to 
the  advanced  works,  so  that  they  do  not  know 
what  to  recommend  for  the  small  public  li- 
braries. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed  as  to 
the  relation  between  university  librarians  and 
professors  in  mutual  co-operation  in  biblio- 
graphical work. 

Miss  Kroeger  suggested  that  library  stu- 
dents who  felt  a  special  inclination  for  some 
scholastic  subject  might  take  up  such  study 
as  a  supplement  to  the  library  school  course. 

To  this  Mr.  Raskins  remarked  that  the 
proper  way  would  rather  be  the  opposite, 
namely  that  the  student  of  history,  for  ex- 
ample, who  wished  to  take  up  library  work, 
might  take  a  course  in  library  economy  as  a 
supplement  to  his  university  studies.  He 
pointed  out  that  a  university  graduate  did  not 
at  all  need  to  spend  two  years  in  getting 
familiar  with  library  technique. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
Mr.  Andrews,  of  The  John  Crerar  Library, 
and  Miss  Clark,  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture Library  at  Washington,  all  emphasized 
the  need  of  scientific  experts  who  should  also 
be  trained  in  bibliography  and  library  econo- 
my. The  opinion  was  strongly  expressed  that 
there  was  no  greater  desideratum  in  instruc- 
tion in  library  work  at  present  than  a  course 
offered  to  trained  scientists  who  would  be 
willing  to  add  to  their  scientific  training  a  fair 
knowledge  of  library  methods. 
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TRANSACTIONS  OF  COUNCIL  AND  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 


TJLJ  EETINGS  of  the  Council  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association  were  held  in 
connection  with  the  Waukesha  conference,  on 
July  4,  5,  6,  9  and  lo,  in  all  six  sessions  being 
held.  There  was  also  a  short  meeting  of  the 
executive  board  on  July  9. 

Of  the  25  members  of  Council  15  were  pres- 
ent, as  follows:  C.  W.  Andrews,  R.  R.  Bow- 
ker,  W.  H,  Brett,  H.  J.  Carr,*  F.  M.  Crunden, 
J.  C.  Dana,  Melvil  Dewey,  Electra  C.  Doren, 
W.  I.  Fletcher,  J.  K.  Hosmer,  George  lies, 
Mary  W.  Plumraer,  Herbert  Putnam,  Kath- 
arine L.  Sharp,  Charles  C.  Soule.  In  addi- 
tion, the  members  of  the  executive  board 
served  as  ex  officio  members  and  officers  of 
Council.  They  included  the  president,  Henry 
J.  Carr;  ex-president,  R.  G.  Thwaites;  secre- 
tary, F.  W.  Faxon;  recorder,  Helen  E. 
Haines;  treasurer,  Gardner  M.  Jones.  The 
first  and  second  vice-president  —  E.  C.  Rich- 
ardson and  Mrs.  Salome  C.  Fairchild  —  were 
not  present  during  the  conference. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCIL. 

Place  of  next  meeting.  Invitations  for  the 
1902  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation were  received  from  Detroit,  Mich.; 
Charleston,  S.  C. ;  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  Brevard, 
N.  C. ;  from  a  New  Hampshire  Board  of 
Trade,  suggesting  a  resort  in  the  White 
Mountains,  and  from  the  Massachusetts  Li- 
brary Club,  urging  that  the  meeting  be  held 
on  the  eastern  coast,  near  Boston.  It  was 
Voted,  That  place  and  date  of  next  meeting 
be  referred  to  the  executive  board,  with 
recommendation  to  meet  at  a  resort  on  the 
New  England  seaboard  near  Boston. 

Nominations  for  officers.  It  was  Voted, 
That  the  ex-presidents  present  at  the  meeting 
be  appointed  a  committee  to  submit  nomina- 
tions for  officers  for  1901-2.  This  committee 
reported  at  a  later  session  of  the  Council,  and 
the  nominations  submitted  were  adopted,  with 
the  provision  that  the  ticket  include  also 
without  distinction  names  sent  in  on  nomina- 
tions signed  by  five  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

*  Also,  fts  president,  ex  officio  member  of  executive 
board  and  council. 


By-laws,  H.  M.  Utley,  chaimian  of  the 
Committee  on  By-laws,  reported  the  draft  ol 
by-laws  prepared  by  that  committee.  Thb 
was  discussed  and  amended,  each  section  be- 
ing separately  considered  and  voted  upon.  It 
was  Voted,  That  the  entire  body  of  by-lawi^ 
as  amended,  be  adopted,  subject  to  SQcb  ar- 
rangement of  sections  as  may  be  made  by  the 
president  and  secretary. 

The  by-laws  were  later  presented  to  the 
Association  in  general  meeting^.  iSee  Pro- 
ceedings, p.  129.) 

Endowment  Fund  and  Publishing  Baari. 
Charles  C.  Soule,  trustee  of  the  Endowment 
Fund,  reported  that  the  income  of  the  fimd 
now  on  hand  and  to  accrue  during  the  year 
amounted  to  about  $1000,  and  recommended 
that  the  sum  of  $500  be  added  to  the  principal 
of  the  fund,  unless  required  by  the  Publisli- 
ing  Board  or  for  other  purposes  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

W.  I.  Fletcher,  for  the  Publishing  Board, 
stated  that  the  board  would  need  during  tlie 
ensuing  year  an  appropriation  as  ample  is 
could  be  secured ;  and  it  was  Voted: 

That  the  trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund 
be  authorized  to  transfer  to  the  Publishiof 
Board  the  income  of  the  Endowment  Fund 
now  on  hand  and  to  accrue  during  the  comiof 
year. 

Reduced  postal  and  express  rates  on  librarj 
books.  Recommendations  were  submitted 
from  the  Round  Table  Meeting  on  state  li- 
brary commissions,  as  follows : 

1,  That  the  Council  be  requested  to  arrange 
for  securing  reduced  rates  from  the  express 
companies  for  travelling  libraries; 

2,  That  the  Council  be  requested  to  give  its 
support  to  the  Jenkins  bill  providing  for  the 
transmission  of  library  books  by  rural  free 
delivery ; 

3,  That  the  Council  be  requested  to  actively 
interest  itself  in  securing  lower  postage  rates 
on  library  books. 

After  discussion  it  was  Voted,  That  a  cooh 
mittee  of  five  of  the  Council  be  appointed  ofl 
express  and  postal  rates  for  library  books,  to 
negotiate  with  the  express  companies,  to  co- 
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operate  with  regard  to  Congressional  legis- 
lation, and  to  report  further  to  the  Council  as 
to  the  postal  question. 

The  committee  was  appointed  as  follows: 
£.  H.  Anderson,  chairman ;  J.  S.  Billings,  W. 
C.  Lane,  R.  R.  Bowker,  Johnson  Brigham. 
It  was  Voted: 

That  in  case  of  the  inability  of  any  member 
of  the  committee  to  serve,  the  retiring  presi- 
dent be  authorized  to  fill  vacancies. 

Relation  of  libraries  to  the  hook  trade.  It 
was  Voted,  That  the  executive  board  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  con- 
sider and  rq>ort  upon  the  relation  of  libra- 
ries to  the  book  trade. 

Cataloging  rules  for  printed  cards.  It  was 
Voted,  That  the  Council  authorize  the  promul- 
gation of  the  proposed  A.  L.  A.  cataloging 
rules  for  printed  cards,  so  soon  as  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  and  its  special  advisory  com- 
irittee,  and  the  Library  of  Congress,  shall 
have  agreed  upon  the  details  of  same; 

That  the  committee  on  cataloging  rules  for 
printed  cards  be  requested  also  to  formulate 
the  variations  from  those  rules  which  they 
recommend  for  manuscript  work. 

List  of  American  dissertations.    The  Col- 
lege and  Reference  Section  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing communication: 
"To  the  Council  of  the  A.  L.  A.: 

"The  College  and  Reference  Section,  at  its 
recent  meeting,  appointed  the  undersigned,  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  coun- 
cil the  draft  of  a  request  with  reference  to  an 
annual  list  of  American  dissertations  for  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  or  science. 
We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  that  the 
approval  of  the  Council  be  given  to  the  plan 
outlined  herein,  viz: 

"To  send  to  such  institutions  of  learning  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  as  confer  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  or  science, 
after  residence  and  examination,  the  follow- 
ing circular  letter: 

"To  the  President  and  Faculty  of . 

"Gentlemen:  The  College  and  Reference 
Section  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Council  of  such  Asso- 
ciation, respectfully  requests  that  your  insti- 
tution publish  in  its  annual  catalog,  or  cor- 
responding publication,  a  list  of  the  disserta- 
tions accepted  from  persons  who  have  been 
granted  the  degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  or 
science  during  the  preceding  academic  year. 


and  a  supplementary  list  of  all  dissertations 
printed  smce  the  publication  of  the  last  an- 
nual catalog.  This  list  should  contain  the 
following  particulars:  The  full  name  and 
year  of  graduation  of  the  author;  the  full 
title  of  the  dissertation;  the  year  of  imprint, 
and,  if  a  reprint,  the  title,  volume,  and  pagina- 
tion of  the  publication  from  which  it  was  re- 
printed. 

"We  also  request  your  institution  to  require 
a  title-page  for  each  dissertation,  giving,  in 
addition  to  the  full  name  of  author  and  title 
of  dissertation,  the  year  in  which  the  degree 
was  conferred,  and  in  which  the  dissertation 
was  printed,  and,  if  a  reprint,  the  title,  volume 
and  pagination  of  the  publication  where  it 
was  first  printed. 

"A  compliance  with  these  requests  will  be  a 
most  valuable  service  to  the  college  and  ref- 
erence libraries  of  the  country.'* 

The  section  further  instructed  us  to  sug- 
gest to  the  Council  the  desirability  of  the  com- 
pilation and  publication  of  a  complete  list  of 
such  dissertations  to  July,  1900. 

Bernard  C.  Steiner,        \ 

Walter  M.  Smith,         >  Committee, 

Clement  W.  Andrews,  ) 


It  was  Voted, 

That  the  circular  letter  prepared  by  the 
Committee  of  the  College  and  Reference  Sec- 
tion be  approved,  and  that  the  executive 
board  authorize  the  necessary  slight  expense 
of  printing  and  postage  required; 

That  a  committee  of  the  College  and  Ref- 
erence Section  be  appointed  to  secure  the  pub- 
lication of  the  list  of  dissertations  referred  to 
without  expense  to  the  A.  L.  A. 

Prosecution  of  hook  thieves.  Communica- 
tions were  read  from  C.  K.  Bolton,  recom- 
mending that  the  Council  appropriate,  when 
necessary,  from  the  income  of  the  Endow- 
ment Fund,  money  to  be  used  in  the  detec- 
tion or  prosecution  of  book  thieves.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  "a  few  men  systematically 
rob  libraries,  particularly  in  small  poor  towns 
that  happen  to  have  some  rare  books.  To 
gather  evidence  and  rid  us  of  these  men  re- 
quires money,  and  seems  very  properly  to 
come  within  our  field  of  work."  No  action 
was  taken  on  the  subject. 

Minute  on  John  Fiske.  The  memorial  min- 
ute on  John  Fiske,  prepared  by  the  special 
committee,  consisting  of  J.  K.  Hosmer, 
George  lies  and  R.  G.  Thwaites,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Council  and  recommended  for 
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presentation  to  the  Association,  to  be  spread 
upon  the  records.  (Set  Proceedings,  p. 
130.) 

TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

List  of  American  dissertations.  In  accord- 
ance with  vote  of  Council,  the  following  com- 
mittee from  the  College  and  Reference  Sec- 
tion was  appointed  to  arrange  for  the  publi- 
cation of  the  list  of  dissertations  proposed  by 
the  section:  B.  C.  Steiner,  C.  W.  Andrews, 
W.  M.  Smith. 

Committee  on  resolutions.  A  committee  on 
resolutions  to  serve  during  the  Waukesha 
conference  was  appointed,  as  follows:  Her- 
bert Putnam,  Mary  W.  Plummer,  J.  C.  Dana. 

Secretar^s    expenses.      A    communication 


was  received  from  the  Finance  Committee, 
reconunending  that  the  stun  of  $425  be  al- 
lowed for  the  expenses  of  the  secretar7*s  of- 
fice for  the  year  ending  July  16^  1901.  It  was 
Voted,  That  $100  additional  be  also  appro- 
priated for  the  secretary's  expenses  for  the 
past  year. 

Non-4ibrary  membership.  It  was  Voted, 
That  the  names  of  38  persons  not  engaged  ia 
library  work,  as  presented  by  the  treasnrer, 
bo  accepted  for  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion. 

No  meeting  of  the  incoming  Council  or  ex- 
ecutive board  was  held,  and  the  appointment 
of  special  and  standing  committees,  reporters^ 
etc,  was  therefore  deferred. 

Helen  £.  Haines,  Recorder, 


ELEMENTARY  INSTITUTE. 


An  Elementary  Institute,  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  "first  principles"  in  library  work,  was 
held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  Fountain 
Spring  House  on  Tuesday  evening,  July  9. 
In  the  absence  of  Miss  Cornelia  Marvin, 
chairman.  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns  presided.  The 
meeting  was  quite  informal,  and  there  were 
no  prepared  papers,  except  one  by  Miss 
Gratia  Countryman  on 

OPPORTUNITIES. 

(See  p.  52.) 

An  introductory  speech  was  made  by  Mr. 
Dewey,  who  spoke  of  the  educational  force 


that  libraries  should  exert  in  the  community, 
and  the  varied  field  before  the  public  library 
of  to-day.  There  was  some  general  discus- 
sion, in  the  course  of  which  J.  C.  Dana  read 
a  letter  describing  pioneer  library  work  car- 
ried on  in  the  Yukon  district  of  Alaska,  and 
E.  P.  McElroy  told  of  some  interesting  inci- 
dents connected  with  the  work  of  his  library 
at  Algona,  Iowa. 

An  early  adjournment  was  made  to  attend 
the  display  of  stereopticon  views  of  library 
buildings  which  was  given  on  the  same  even- 
ing. 


ILLINOIS  STATE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION. 


A  MOST  enthusiastic  reunion  of  the  alumni 
'^  of  the  Illinois  State  Library  School 
was  held  at  Waukesha  on  July  5,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

Forty-seven  members  of  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation sat  down  to  a  long  table  which  had 
been  spread  for  them  in  the  dining-room  of 
the  Fountain  Spring  House,  where  a  very 
pleasant  hour  was  passed  in  renewing  old 
friendships  and  hearing  about  the  work  of 
classmates  who  had  gone  out  to  make  them- 
selves famous  in  the  library  world. 

Following  the  dinner  a  business  meeting 
was  held,  after  which  the  members  listened  to 
a  most  interesting  report  by  Miss  Katharine  L. 
Sharp,  director  of  the  Illinois  State  Library 


School,  on  the  growth  and  present  condition 
of  the  school,  showing  the  changes  which 
have  come  to  it  from  its  connection  with  the 
University  of  Illinois. 

Miss  Sharp  gave  an  outline  of  each  course 
as  it  is  now  given  in  the  school,  noting  the 
changes  which  have  been  made  and  the  rea- 
sons for  these  changes.  The  report  was  of 
especial  interest  to  the  early  graduates  of  the 
school,  who  could  follow  the  changes  made  in 
the  course  of  instruction,  the  general  develop- 
ment in  scope  and  methods,  and  could  so  wdl 
comprehend  the  great  growth  of  the  school 
since  its  establishment  at  Armour  Institute 
of  Technology,  in  Chicago,  in  18^. 

Margaret  Mann,  Secretary. 
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THE  SOCIAL  SIDE  OF  THE  WAUKESHA  CONFERENCK 
By  Julia  T.  Rankin^  Carnegie  Library,  Atlanta,  Ga, 


'  chronicle  the  social  side  of  the  twenty- 
third  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
ry  Association  is  a  pleasant  duty.  To  re- 
U  of  the  courtesies  extended  to  us  by  our 
of  the  Middle  West  would  take  more 
than  is  at  my  disposal  and  more  space 
the  Proceedings  allot  to  the  frivolous 
itions     of     the     strenuous     librarians, 
ugh  the  entire  period  of  the  meeting,  the 
people  of  Waukesha  did  everything  in 
power  to  make  the  time  pass  pleasantly 
^r.  Walker,  the  proprietor  of  the  Foun- 
Spring  Hot^'J,  worked  early  and  late  to 
the  members  comfortable.    Golf  had  a 
nembers  marked  for  its  own,  and  these 
not  deterred  by  the  i  io**-in-the-shade- 
tions.    Dancing  was  in  order  every  cvcn- 
ifter  the  meetings    (Sunday  excepted) 
iie  gentleman  from  Washington  is  said 
.ve  solved  the  problem  of  how  often  a 
can  dance  with  the  same  girl  m  a  given 
ng.    The  piazzas  were  ample  and  as  each 
>  some  spring  sooner  or  later,  the  "water 
'   became    popular.      The    dining-room 
in   the   language  of  the   daily  papers, 
d  to  its  utmost,"  but  all  shortcomings 
treated  with  good-natured  indifference 
it  was  understood  that  the  hotel  had 
accommodated  so  many  people  in  its 
*y,   and  the  management  promptly  in- 
ed  its  force  of  servants  to  meet  the  occa- 

:ording  to  the  program  the  social  side 
e  conference  should  have  begun  on  the 
ng  of  July  3  with  "friendly  greetings" 
(0  p.m. ;  but  as  the  New  York  party  did 
irrive  until  9  p.m.,  and  the  New  Eng- 
party  not  until  2  a.m.,  it  will  readily  be 
:hat  the  friendly  greetings  had  to  be  post- 
1.  Social  amenities,  however,  commenced 
le  morning  of  "the  Fourth"  when  the 
Tbial  early  bird,  arrayed  in  cool  flannels 
ultless  duck,  promenaded  the  long  ver- 
of  the  Fountain  House  and  greeted  the 
arrivals.  As  the  'later  arrivals"  had 
;t  all  come  from  a  distance  during  one 
e  hottest  weeks  of  the  hottest  summer 
n.  and  were  consequently  covered  with 
and  cinders,  it  was  tantalizing  to  see  the 


earlier  arrivals  in  such  cool  array,  and  wel- 
come speeches  were  cut  short  until  the  dust 
of  travel  could  be  removed. 

The  coolness  of  the  evening  found  a  re- 
freshed, summer-attired  conference  wending 
Its  way  to  the  Methodist  Church  where  the 
public  meeting  was  held.  The  speeches  were 
interntpted  repeatedly  by  the  festive  small 
boy  and  his  Fourth  of  July  crackers.  The  ex- 
plosions caused  untimely  mirth  when  they 
punctuated  or  emphasized  the  well  rounded 
periods  of  the  orators.  The  formal  meeting 
was  followed  by  informal  groups  on  the  ver- 
anda of  the  hotel  and  at  the  springs  where 
thirsty  mortals  never  tired  of  drinking  the 
"fizzy**  waters,  that  have  made  Waukesha 
famous  as  the  "Saratoga  of  the  West,"  and, 
indeed,  the  place  has  many  features  similar  to 
its  famous  Eastern  prototype. 

Friday  evening  was  devoted  to  various  din- 
ner parties  of  the  alumni  of  the  library  train- 
ing schools,  and  the  dining-room  with  Hs  long 
tables  and  flowers  presented  a  festive  scene. 
College  yells  and  class  cheers  resounded 
through  the  halls.  One  got  a  good  idea  of  the 
number  of  technically  trained  library  assist- 
ants now  dispersed  over  the  country. 

Saturday  evening  the  hotel  management 
provided  a  dance  for  the  guests  and  the  great 
dining  hall  was  transformed  into  a  gay  ball- 
room. Although  Mr.  Cutter  was  absent  the 
dancing  contingent  was  ably  represented,  and 
a  delightful  evening  was  enjoyed. 

The  program  meetings  were  well  attended 
and  the  many  papers  presented  duricg  the 
sultry  days  of  the  first  week  made  Sunday  a 
welcome  day.  The  Rest  Cure  seemed  to  be 
the  order  of  the  day  until  after  lunch,  when 
most  of  the  members  went  to  Milwaukee  to 
see  the  public  library,  where  an  informal  re- 
ception was  held.  Misses  Steams,  Dousman, 
Van  Valkenburgh  and  Stillman  entertained  a 
party  of  40  at  White  Fish  Bay.  A  trolley  ride 
to  Milwaukee  and  on  to  this  beautiful  bay 
proved  a  good  appetizer  for  the  very  excellent 
lunch  provided.  The  view  of  the  lake  was 
keenly  enjoyed  and  the  day  was  dear  and 
cool.  Twenty  miles  home  and  an  early  sup- 
per, and  most  of  us  were  willing  to  retire  ear- 
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ly,  for  the  trip  to  Madison  next  day  was 
scheduled  for  an  early  hour. 

Although  the  day  spent  in  Madison  was  not 
strictly  a  "social"  feature  of  the  conference, 
yet  so  delightfully  did  the  citizens  of  Madi- 
son welcome  the  visiting  librarians  that  the 
record  of  the  day  in  truth  belongs  to  the 
social   chronicler.    Its  pleasures   came  as   a 
complete  surprise  to  those  who  had  not  pre- 
pared themselves  with  Appleton's  guide  and 
other  works  of  ready  reference.    The  build- 
ing of  the  Historical  Society  is  certainly  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  sensibly  arranged 
libraries  in  the  United  States  and  its  situa- 
tion on  the  outskirts  of  the  grounds  of  the 
University   of  Wisconsin  leaves   nothing  to 
be   desired.      In   fact  it  would  be  hard  to 
picture  a  more  beautiful  situation  for  a  uni- 
versity town  than  this.    The  lakes,  the  un- 
dulating landscapes  and  the  beautiful  roads 
extending  for  twenty-five  miles   and  main- 
tained by  a  committee  of  public  spirited  men, 
who   also   are   responsible   for  planting  the 
roadsides  with  hardy  shrubs,  trees  and  flow- 
ers, make  the  external  conditions  ideal.    The 
whole  party  was  driven  through  the  town, 
the  university  campus,  and  through  five  or 
six  miles  of  the  park  roads,  and  was  then 
escorted  through  the  library  building  by  Mr. 
Thwaites,  Mr.  Bradley  and  the  assistants.  It 
was  while  the  members  were  being  driven 
tlirough  the  town  that  the  new  library  anthem 
was  perpetrated,  and 

"Of  all  the  cakes 
Mjr  mother  makes 


» 


Give  me  the  gingerbread! 

will  go  down  in  A.  L.  A.  history  linked  with 

"Here's  to  Mr.  Bradlejr 
Who  smiles  on  tis  so  badljr, 

gladly. 

madly, 
sadly!" 

The  whole  350  found  chairs  in  the  gymnasium 
of  the  university  and  disposed  of  every  one 
of  the  doughnuts  promised  to  them  by  Mr. 
Thwaites  in  his  eloquent  address  on  Luncheons 
the  previous  day.  The  afternoon  was  spent  in 
inspection  of  the  beautiful  new  library  build- 
ing, and  here  an  hour  or  so  later  the  "official 
photograph"  was  Uken,  the  delegates  being 
seated  on  the  steps  of  the  library  with  its 
stately  fagade  for  background. 
Madison  refused  to  maintain  us  after  five 


o'clock,  and  on  our  return  to  Waukesha  we 
found  that  the  City  Federation  of  Women*! 
Gubs  of  Waukesha  would  be  ''at  homcT  id 
our  honor,  so  we  put  on  our  prettiest  froda 
and  were  presented  in  due  form.  The  recep- 
tion committee  comprised  Mrs.  H.  Y.  Yoo- 
mans,  president  of  the  State  Federation;  IGa 
L.  £.  Steams,  Mrs.  O.  Z.  Olin,  Mrs.  C  E. 
Wilson,  Miss  Winifred  Winans,  Miss  Emilj 
Marsh  and  Miss  Kate  KimbalL  A  bevy  ol 
pretty  girls  served  temptins^  ices  and  a  mmi- 
cal  program  was  delightfully  rendered 

Tuesda/s  program  was  almost  too  amdi 
for  even  the  most  confirmed  confere&ce  at- 
tendant From  9  a.m.  till  i  p.nL  and  froo 
2  p.m.  till  6  did  we  sit  and  listen  or  stand  aod 
discuss  the  program.  At  9  p.m  Mr.  Eaft- 
man's  display  of  library  architecture,  by  mem 
of  a  stereopticon,  proved  to  be  one  of  the  moit 
interesting  features  of  the  meeting.  It  is 
wonderful  the  advancement  made  in  this  fonn 
of  library  development;  and  still  more  won- 
derful how  many  bad  libraries  are  still  beiof 
built  when  so  much  information  is  to  be  had 
on  the  subject 

Later  the  dining-room  was  cleared  and  the 
conscientious  librarians  who  had  sat  sli  day 
in  interesting  sessions  were  invited  to  rdiere 
the  monotany  of  work  with  the  terpsicfaoreaa 
muse.  It  was  a  pretty  sig^t  to  see  the  girb 
in  their  muslin  frocks  and  all  the  young  and 
old  members  meet  in  the  measures  of  a  Vir- 
ginia red.  And  such  a  reel ;  it  will  go  dova 
to  history  as  the  dance  of  the  Waukesha  nlee^ 
ing.  Staid  librarians  growing  bald  widi  the 
weight  of  a  nation's  libraries;  quiet  instrw- 
tors  in  library  economics,  all  unbent  to  the 
fascination  of  this  old-feishioned  couBUy 
dance. 

Wednesday's  sessions  were  somewhat  brok- 
en by  the  necessary  preparations  for  departort 
In  order  to  leave  nothing  undone  the  hold 
management  arranged  a  fire  spectacle  thb 
last  afternoon  of  the  conference  and  die  fair 
grounds  looked  their  best  with  flames  leapii« 
in  the  air  and  the  black  smoke  roUIiic  on. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  spectaton^ 
including  the  town  fire  department  who  <k- 
clared  the  exhibition  a  great  success. 

Then  came  the  leavetakings,  and  after  mtnf 
handshakings  and  hearty  appreciations  of  hos- 
pitality, the  conference  gradually  disintegrated 
and  only  a  small  number  of  us  were  anwf 
that  fortunate  party  lined  up  alon^  the  wharf 
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at  Milwaukee  to  take  the  lake  trip  to  Buffalo 
en  route  to  our  homes. 

We  stood  in  silence  as  the  big  white  North- 
west  loomed  in  sight  This  ship  and  it^  twin- 
sister  the  Northland  represent  the  perfection 
of  modem  lake  travel  and  rival  the  trans- 
Atlantic  liners  in  elegance  and  comfort  It 
was  a  sleepy  party  that  sought  staterooms 
early.  The  morning  came  fine  and  cloudless, 
and  although  the  dawn  and  sunrise  on  the 
water  seemed  to  come  very  early  in  this  high 
latitude,  it  was  a  thing  of  beauty  —  an  aquar- 
elle of  Nature's  best  workmanship.  The  trip 
to  Mackinac  was  marked  by  the  organization 
of  the  Infinite  Eight,  a  secret  society  having 
blood-curdling  ritual  and  banded  together  for 
offensive  and  defensive  tactics  in  the  war  upon 
the  cuisine  —  led  by  the  gallant  survivor  of 
the  "Adventures  of  a  house-boat"  This  com- 
pany attacked  everything  that  was  before  it 
and  demolished  everything  within  its  reach. 
Not  until  the  last  day  were  any  reverses  rec- 
orded and  then  Neptune  with  his  trident  re- 
duced the  gallant  band  to  four.  In  memory 
of  this  glorious  record  the  survivors  have 
applied  for  arms  consisting  of  a  ship  rampant 
on  a  field  azure  and  the  motto 

Puelbe  Pallida  non  ad  cenam  veniunt. 


When  Buffalo  was  reached  the  P^-Ameri- 
can  exhibition  claimed  everyone's  attention. 
Most  of  the  party  were  there  by  eleven  o'clock 
and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day.  Mr.  Elmendorf 
claimed  a  number  of  the  men  and  gave  them 
a  delightful  dinner  in  "In  Nuremburg,"  and 
everyone  was  in  front  of  the  great  pilons 
in  time  to  see  the  electricity  turned  on  at 
8.30,  after  which  the  gondoliers  became  popu- 
lar. It  was  Georgia  Day  at  the  Exposition 
and  the  A.  L.  A  members  who  had  attended 
the  Atlanta  conference  were  greeted  by  a 
familiar  figure  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Cabiniss, 
who  had  addressed  the  Association  at  Atlanta 
and  was  one  of  the  orators  of  the  day.  The 
most  popular  part  of  the  proceedings,  how- 
ever, was  the  singing  of  the  refrain 

"He  laid  aside  a  suit  of  gray 
To  wear  the  Union  blue" 

which  was  cheered  and  encored  many  times. 
Sunday  was  spent  at  Niagara  Falls  by  most 
of  the  survivors  and  everything  was  accom- 
plished, even  to  going  under  the  American 
Falls.  Many  goodbyes  were  said  in  the  Nu- 
remburg  restaurant  at  the  Exposition  that 
evening  and  the  shutting  off  of  the  electric 
light  closed  one  of  the  pleasantest  post-confer- 
ence trips  in  the  history  of  the  Association. 


OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES 


SERVING  IN   1900-01  AND  DURING  WAUKESHA    CONFERENCE. 


President:  Henry  J.  Carr,  Scranton  Public  Li- 
brary. 

First  vice-president:  Ernest  C.  Richardson, 
Princeton  University  Library. 

Second  vice-president:  Salome  Cutler  Fair- 
child,  New  York  State  Library. 

Secretary:  Frederick  W.  Faxon,  Boston  Book 
Co. 

Treasurer:  Gardner  M.  Jones,  Salem  Public 
Library. 

Recorder:  Helen  E.  Haines,  Library  Journal, 
New  York. 

Registrar:  Nina  E.  Browne,  A.  L.  A.  Pub- 
lishing Board,  Boston. 

Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund:  Charles  C. 
Soule,  Brookline;  John  M.  Glenn,  Balti- 
more, Md. ;  G.  W.  Williams,  Salem,  Mass. 

A.  L,  A.  Council:*  Henry  J.  Carr,  John  C 
Dana,  Melvil  Dewey,  George  lies,  Mary  W. 
Plummcr,  R.  R.  Bowker,  C.  A.  Cutter,  W. 
I.  Fletcher,  W.  E.  Foster,  Caroline  M. 
Hewins,  Wm.  H.  Brett,  F.  M.  Crunden, 
Frank  P.  Hill,  Hannah   P.  James,  J.  N. 

^AIm  includes  monbers  of  executive  board. 


Lamed,  C.  W.  Andrews,  John  S.  Billings, 
Electra  C.  Doren,  Wm.  C  Lane,  J.  L.  Whit- 
ney, C.  H.  Gould,  J.  K.  Hosmer,  Herbert 
Putnam,  Katharine  L.  Sharp,  Qiarles  C 
Soule. 

Executive  Board:  President,  ex-president  (R. 
G.  Thwaites),  vice-presidents,  secretary, 
treasurer,  recorder. 

Publishing  Board:  Chairman,  W.  I.  Fletcher; 
W.  C.  Lane,  George  lies,  R.  R.  Bowker, 
Melvil  Dewey. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Finance:  James  L.  Whitney,  George  T.  Little, 
Charles  K.  Bolton. 

Co-operation:  W.  L.  R.  Gifford,  W.  R.  East- 
man, Electra  C.  Doren,  J.  G.  Moulton,  Ag- 
nes E.  Van  Valkenburgh. 

Public  Documents:  R.  R.  Bowker,  Adelaide 
R.  Hasse,  W.  E.  Henry^  Johnson  Brigham. 

Foreign  Documents:  C.  H.  Gould,  C.  W.  An- 
drews, L.  B.  Gilmore,  James  Bain,  Jr. 

Co-operation  with  Library  Department  of  N. 
E.  A,:  J.  C  D^na,  Melvil  Dewey,  F.  A* 
^utchins. 


212 


WAUKESHA  CONFERENCE, 


SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

By-Laws:  H.  M.  Utley,  W.  C  Lane,  B.  C. 

Steiner. 
Gifts  and  Bequests:  Reporter,  George  Watson 

Cole. 
Handbook    of    American    Libraries:    F.    J. 

Teggart,  T.  L.  Montgomery,  C.  W.  An- 
drews. 
International  Catalog  of  Scientific  Literature: 

John  S.  Billings,  C.  W.  Andrews,  Cyrus 

Adler. 
International  Co-operation:  E.  C.  Richardson, 

R.   R.   Bowker,   S.   H.   Ranck,   Mary  W. 

Plummcr,  Cyrus  Adler. 
Library  Training:  John  C.  Dana,  W.  H.  Brett, 


Electra  C.  Doren,  Eliza  G.  Browning,  R  C 
Richardson. 
Title-pages  to  Periodicals:   W.   I.   Fletcher, 
Thorvald  Solberg. 

SECTIONS  AND  SECTION  OFFICEBS. 

College  and  Reference  Section:  Chairman,  W. 

I.  Fletcher;  secretary,  Olive  Jones. 
State  Library  Section:*  Chairman*  L.  D.  Cv- 

ver ;  secretary,  Maude  Thayer. 

Trustees^  Section:  Chairman,  H.  M.  Leipziger; 
secretary,  T.  L.  Montgomery. 

Catalog  Section:  Chairman,  A.  H.  Hopkins; 
secretary,  Agnes  K  Van  Valkenhurgh. 

Children's  Librarians'  Section:  Chairman,  An- 
nie C.  Moore ;  secretary,  Mary  £.  Dousman. 


ATTENDANCE  REGISTER. 

Abbrkviations:   ¥.,   Free;   P.,   Public;   L.,  Library;  Ln.,  Librarian;  As.,  Assistant;  Ref.,  Sieference;  S., 

School;  Com.,  Commission;  Tr.  Trustee. 


Abbott,  Elizabeth  Lilyan,  As.  P.  L.,  Cincin- 
nati, O. 

Adams,  Katharine  S.,  Ln.  Adams  Memorial 
L.,  Wheaton,  III. 

Adams,  Zella  Frances,  Library  Organizer,  624 
Church  St,  Evanston,  111. 

Ahern,  Mary  Eileen,  Ed.  Public  Libraries, 
Library  Bureau,  Chicago,  111. 

Allen,  Jessie,  As.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Allen,  Jessie  M.,  229  No.  Topeka  Ave., 
Wichita,  Kan. 

Allen,  Sylvia  M.,  As.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ambrose,  Lodilla,  As.  Ln.  Northwestern  Univ. 
L.,  Evanston,  111. 

Anderson,  Edwin  Hatfield,  Ln.  Carnegie  L., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Andrews,  Qcment  Walker,  Ln.  The  John 
Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Apple,  Helen.  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Applegaie,  Elsie,  As.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Bacon,  Gertrude,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Baker,  Florence  E.,  State  Hist  Soc  L.,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Baldwin,  Qara  P.,  Ln.  Minn.  State  L.  Com- 
mission, 514  Masonic  Temple,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Ball,  Lucy,  Ex.  Ln.,  210  N.  Union  St,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

Bangs,  Mary  Freeman,  80  Huntington  Ave., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Bardwell,  Willis  Arthur,  As.  Ln.  P.  L., 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Bardwell,  Mrs.  Willis  A.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Barker,  Bess  L.,  As.  P.  L.,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Barnard,  Pierce  R..  As.  P.  L..  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Qara  P.,  Ln.  Gilbert  M.  Sim- 
mons L.,  Kenosha,  Wis. 

Bate,  Florence  E.,  McQure,  Phillips  &  Co., 
141  E.  25th  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Bates,  Flora  J.,  Cataloger,  7013  Yale  Ave., 
Chicago. 

Beck,  Sue,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 


Beer,  William,  Ln.  Howard  Memorial  L^  and 

Fisk  Free  and  P.  L.,  Ni'w  Orleans.  La. 
Bell,  Martha  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Bdoit,  Wis. 
Benedict,  Laura  Estelle  Watson,  La.  Lewis 

Institute.  Chicago,  111. 
Bennett,  Helen  Prentiss,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Mattooo, 

111. 
Berryman,  J.  R.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Madison,  Wis. 
Best,  Mrs.  Louise  L.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Tanesville, 

Wis. 
Billon,  Sophie  C,  Ln.  L.  Assoc,  Davenport, 

la. 
Biscoe,  Ellen  Lord,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Biscoe,  Walter  Stanley,  Senior  Ln.  State  L, 

Albany.  N.  Y. 
Bishop,  William  Warner,  Ln.  Academic  Dept, 

Polytechnic  Institute  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Blend  Belle,  As.  P.  L..  Milwaukee.  Wis. 
Booth,  Jessie.  As.  P.  L.,  Chicago,  HI. 
Bowerman,  George  Franklin,  Ln.  Wilmington 

Inst.  F.  L.,  Wilmington,  Del. 
Bowerman,  Mrs.  George  F.,  Wilmington.  DcL 
Bowker,  R.  R.,  Ed.  Library  Journal,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Bradley,  Isaac  S.,  Ln.  and  Asst  Supt  Stitc 

Hist.  Soc,  Madison,  Wis. 
Branch,  Elizabeth,  Univ.  of  111.  L.  S.,  Cham- 
paign, 111. 
Brett,  W.  H.,  Ln.  P.  L..  Qeveland,  O. 
Briesen,  Henreiette  von,  Ln.    P.   L.,  Mani- 

towoe,  Wis. 
Brigham,  Johnson,  Ln.  State  L.,  Des  Moines, 

la. 
Brigham,  Mrs.  Johnson,  Des  Moines,  la. 
Brigham.  Mabel,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee.  Wis, 
Brown,  Bertha  Mower,  Ln.  P.  L..  Eau  Qaire, 

Wis. 


*  The  State  Library  Section  held  no  meetinc,  a 
such,  but  its  interests  were  represented  in  tbe  meetiitf 
of  tbe  National  Association  of  State  Librarians,  hm 
simultaneously  with  the  A.  L.  A.  meetinc  and  n- 
ported  in  Library  Journal,  July,  1901,  p.  397. 
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Brown,  Gertrude  L.,  Ca^^oger  F.  P.  L.» 
Evanston,  111. 

Brown,  Margaret  W.,  Trav&Ming  L.  As.,  State 
L.,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Brown,  Walter  L.,  As.  Supt  P.  L.,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. 

Browne,  Nina  E.,  Sec*y  A.  L.  A.  Publishing 
Board,  loyi  Beacon  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Registrar,  A.  L.  A. 

Browning,  Eliza  G.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Buntescher,  Josephine,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Burnet,  Duncan,  701  Glenwood  Av.,  Avondale, 
Cincinnati,  O. 

Bums,  Adeline,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Burton,  Kate,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Geneva,  111. 

Calkins,  Mary  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Racine,  Wis. 

Canfield,  Dr.  James  H.,  La.  Columbia  Univ. 
L.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Cargill,  Joseph,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Carpenter,  Mary  F.,  Ln.  State  Normal  School, 
West  Superior,  Wis. 

Carr,  Henry  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  and 
Pres.  A.  L.  A. 

Carr,  Mrs.  Henry  J.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Carter,  Lillian  M.,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Carver,  L.  D.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Augusta,  Me. 

Carver,  Mrs.  L.  D.,  Augusta,  Me. 

Chapin,  Artena  M.,  ist  As.  State  L.,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Chapman,  Mabel  E.,  Ln.  Milwaukee-Downer 
College,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Chapman,  Susan,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Chase,  Adelaide  M.,  109  Brooks  St,  W.  Med- 
ford,  Mass. 

Chase,  Jessie  C,  As.  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

CTieney,  John  Vance,  Ln.  Newberry  L.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Chipman,  Kate,  Ln.  P.  L,  Anderson,  Ind. 

Qark,  Josephine  A.,  Ln.  U.  S.  Dept  of  Agri- 
culture. Washington,  D.  C. 

Qarke,  Elizabeth  Porter,  Ref.  Ln.  F.  P.  L., 
Evanston,  111. 

Qatworthy,  Linda  M.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Day- 
ton, O. 

Coad,  Priscilla,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Cole,  Theodore  Lee,  ex-Trustee,  13  Corcoran 
Bldg.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Colerick,  Margaret  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Fort 
Wayne.  Ind. 

Cooke,  Thos.  P.,  Pres.  F.  L.,  Algona,  la. 

Corey,  Deloraine  Pendre,  Pres.  P.  L.,  Maiden, 
Mass. 

Corey,  Mrs.  Deloraine  P.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Cory,  H.  Elizabeth,  Ln.  Carnegie  L.,  Law- 
renceville  Br.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Countryman,  Gratia  A.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

Crafts,  Lettie  M.,  As.  Ln.  Univ.  of  Minne- 
sota, Tr.  P.  L.,  Minneapolis.  Minn. 

Craver,  Harison  Warwick,  As.  Carnegie  L. 
Technical  Science  Dept,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Crawford,  Esther,  Head  Instructor  Summer 
School  for  Librarians,  State  Univ,,  Iowa 
City,  la. 


Crim,  Margaret  E,  Qcrk  P.  L.  Com.  of  In- 
diana, Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Crunden,  Fredenck  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St  Louis, 
Ma 

Curran,  Mrs.  Mary  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Bangor, 
Me. 

Cutter,  William  Parker,  Chief  Order  Division 
L.  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dana,  John  Cotton,  Ln.  Uty  L.,  Springfield, 
Mass. 

Danforth,  George  F.,  Ln.  Indiana  Univ.  L., 
Bloomington,  Ind. 

Davis,  H.  W.,  Milwaukee  Free  Press,  Milwau- 
kee, Wis. 

Davis,  Olin  Sylvester,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lakeport, 
N.  H. 

Dean,  C.  Ruth,  As.  P.  L.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Decker,  Cora  M.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Scranton, 
Pa. 

De  Moe,  Qaire,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Denison,  George  A.,  C.  &  G.  Merriam  Co., 
Springfield,  Mass. 

Denton,  J  H.,  Chairman  P.  L.  Com.,  Toron- 
to, Canada. 

Dewey,  Melvil,  Director  State  L.,  Albany,  N. 
Y. 

Dexter,  Lydia  Aurelia,  2920  Calumet  Ave., 
Chicago,  ni. 

Dickey,  Helene  L.,  Ln.  Chicago  Normal  S., 
Chicago,  HI. 

Dill,  Miss  Minnie  A.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Deca- 
tur, 111. 

Dillingham,  W.  P.,  Tr.  State  L.,  Montpelicr, 
Vt 

Dippel,  Gara  E,  As.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Dixson,  Mrs.  Zella  A.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Chicago, 
Chicago. 

Dockery,  Mrs.  E.  J.,  F.  L.  Com.,  Boise, 
Idaho. 

Donaldson,  Allison,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Doolittle,  Hattie  A.,  Ln.  Williams  F,  L.,  Beav- 
er Dam.,  Wis. 

Doren,  Electra  Collins,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dayton,  O. 

Douglas,  Matthew  Hale,  Ln.  Iowa  Coll.  L., 
Grinnell,  la. 

Dousman,  Mary  Ella,  Head  Children's  Dept, 
P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Downey,  Mary  E,  As.  Ln.  Field  Columbian 
Museum,  Chicago. 

Drummond,  Mary,  Tr.  Adams  Memorial  L., 
Wheaton.  111. 

Dudley,  W.  H.,  As.  Ln.  Univ.  of  Wisconsin, 
Madison.  Wis. 

Durham,  Josephine  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Danville, 
111. 

Dwight,  Agnes  L.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Appleton, 
Wis. 

Earl,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C,  P.  L.  Com.  of  In- 
diana.. Connersville.  Ind. 

Eastman,  Linda  A.,  Vice-Ln.  P.  L.,  Geveland, 
O. 

Eastman,  William  Reed,  Inspector  P.  L. 
Dept.,  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Eaton,  Harriet  L..  As.  P.  L.,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 

Elliott,  Carrie,  Ref.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Chicago. 
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Elliott,  Julia  £.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Marinette,  Wis. 

Ellison,  Mrs.  Annette  C,  Children's  Ln.  P. 
L.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Elrod,  Jennie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Columbus,  Ind. 

Engle,  Emma  R.,  As.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ensign,  Katherine  W.,  404  E.  2d  St,  Duluth, 
Minn. 

Evans,  Mrs.  Alice  G.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Decatur,  111. 

Faddis,  Miss  Zoe,  As.  Chicago  S.  of  Educa- 
tion L.,  Chicago. 

Fairbanks,  May  L.,  Ln.  Cornell  Coll.,  Mt 
Vernon,  la. 

Fatout,  Nellie  B.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Elwood,  Ind. 

Faxon,  Frederick  Winthrop,  Manager  Library 
Dept,  The  Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston,  Sec- 
retary of  A.  L.  A.  (address  106  Glenway 
St,  Dorchester,  Mass.) 

Faxon,  Mrs.  F.  W.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Felt,  Anna  E.,  Financial  Secy.  Board  of  Li- 
brary Directors,  Galena,  111. 

Femald,  Helen  Augusta,  584  Adams  St.,  Dor- 
chester, Mass. 

Ferrell,  Cullom  Holmes,  Washington,  D.  C 

Ferrell,  L.  C,  Supt  of  Documents,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Ferrell,  Mrs.  L.  C,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Field,  Walter  T.,  Library  Dept.  Ginn  &  Co., 
378  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Field,  Mrs.  Walter  T.,  Chicago,  111. 

Fitzgerald,  Eva  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Fletcher,  William  I.,  Ln.  Amherst  Coll.  L., 
Amherst,  Mass. 

Flint,  Col.  Weston,  Ln.  P.  L.  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Forstall,  Gertrude,  As.  The  John  Crerar  L., 
Chicago,  III. 

Foss,  Sam  Walter,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Somerville, 
Mass. 

Foster,  Mary  Stuart,  As.  Wis.  State  Hist 
Soc,  Madison,  Wis. 

Fcwe,  Charlotte  H.,  As.  The  John  Crerar  L., 
Chicago,  111. 

Frame,  Hon.  A.  J..  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Frame,  Walter,  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Freeman,  Marilla  Waite,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Michigan 
City,  Ind. 

Gainer,  Mrs.  C.  A.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Boise,  Idaho. 

Galbreath,  C.  B.,  Ln.  State  L..  Columbus,  O. 

Gale,  Ellen,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Rock  Island,  III. 

Ganli^y,  Marie,  Catalogei  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

George,  Helene  Thekla,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Sioux 
Falls,  S.  D. 

Gerould,  James  Thayer,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Mis- 
souri L.,  Columbia,  Mo. 

Glatfelter,  Mr.  J.  H.,  L.  Bldg.  Committee, 
.State  Normal  School,  Emporia,  Kan. ;  Supt. 
City  School,  Atchison,  Kan. 

Godard,  George  S.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Coding,  Sarah  E.,  As.  Ln.  F.  L.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Goldberger,  Ottilie,  Gcrk  P.  L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Gould,  H.  A.,  L.  Dept  A  C.  McQurg  &  Co., 
Chicago,  111. 

Goulding,  Philip  S.,  Head  Cataloger  Uniy.  of 
Missouri  L.»  Columbia,  Mo.      '      ^ 


Gove,  Hon.  P.  L.  Mayor,  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Graham,  Emma,  iJi.  P.  L.,  Sidney,  O. 

Gray,  John  H.,  Tr.  Northwestern  UniT.  L, 
Evanston,  111.' 

Greene,  Janet  M.,  Organizer,  4812  Indiana 
Ave.,  Chicago. 

Gunthorp,  Pauline,  As.  The  John  Crerar  I*, 
Chicago,  111. 

Hackett,  Irene  A.,  Ln.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  L.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

Hafner,  Alfred,  Bookseller,  9  R  i6th  St, 
New  York,  N  Y 

Hafner,  Mrs.  Alfred,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Haines,  Helen  K,  Managing  Ed.  Library 
Journal,  N.  Y.  City.    Recorder  A.  L.  A. 

Hall,  Howard  J.,  I^  Univ.  of  Arizona  L., 
Tucson,  Ariz. 

Haller,  F.  L.,  Trav.  L.  Commissioner,  care 
Lininger  &  Metcalf  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Hamilton,  Ella  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Whitewater, 
Wis. 

Haniia,  Belle  S^Ln.  P.  L.,  Greencastle,  Ind. 

Hanson,  James  Christian  Meinich,  Chief  Cata- 
log Division,  L.  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Hardy,  E.  A.,  Sec  P.  L.,  Lindsay,  Ont 

Harpole,  Minnie  P.,  As.  Ln.  Library  Boreau, 
Chicago. 

Harris,  George  William,  Ln.  Cornell  Univ.  I*, 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Harrison,  Joseph  Le  Roy,  Ln.  Providence 
Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Harter,  Lyle,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Hartswick,  Howard  B.,  ist  As.  State  L.,  Har- 
risburg.  Pa. 

HartswidCj  Mrs.  Jennie  Betts,  Qearfidd,  Fl 

Hawlcy,  Emma  A.,  As.  Ln.  State  Hist  Soc., 
Madison,  Wis. 

Hawley,  Manr  E.,  As.  Cataloger  The  John 
Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Hayes,  Rutherford  Piatt,  Asheville,  N.  C 

Henderson,  Mrs.  Kate  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Joliet,  DL 

Henneberry,  Kate  M.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Chicaga 

Hensel,  Martin,  Ln.  P.  School  L.,  Columbus, 
O. 

Henry,  W.  E.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Ln,  P.  L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Hill,  Cora  M.,  Supt  Circulating  Dept  F.  P. 
L.,  Evanston,  111. 

Hill,  Prof.  J.  H.,  Latin  Professor;  Chairman 
L.  Committee,  State  Normal  Schocd,  Em- 
poria, Kan. 

Hilligoss,  Gertrude,  As.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Hine,  J.  W.,  Art  Metal  Construction  Co.,  Bos- 
ton. 

Hine,  Mrs.  J.  W.,  Boston. 

Hoaglaiid,  Merica.  L.  Organizer  of  Indiana, 
Office  of  P.  L.  Com.,  State  House,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Hock,  Mrs.  Maggie,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Hodges,  Nathaniel  Dana  Carlile,  Ln.  P.  L, 
Cincinnati,  O. 

Hoover,  Anna  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Galesburg,  111. 

^lopkins,  Anderson  Hoyt,  As,  Lo.  The  John 
Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  111, 
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Horne,  Miss  Lulu,  As.  City  L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Homor,  Martha,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Hosmer,   Prof.  James  Kendall,  Ln.   P.  L., 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Hostetter,   A.   B.,    Supt.   and   Sec'v  Illinois 

Farmers'  Institute,  Springfield,  111. 
Hostetter,  Mrs.  A.  B.,  Springfield,  111. 
Hough,  Georgia  Rodman,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Madi- 
son, Wis. 
Howard,  Clara  K,  Student  Univ.  of  111.  L.  S., 

Champaign,  111. 
Howey,  Mrs.  Laura  £.,  Ln.  Hist  Dept.  State 

L.,  Helena,  Mont 
Hoyt.  Jessie  F.,  As.  P.  L.,  Eau  Qaire,  Wis. 
Hubbard,  Anna  G.,  Ref.  Ln.  State  L.,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 
Hubbell,  Jennie  P..  Ln.  P.  L.,  Rockford,  111. 
Huse,  Hiram  A.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Montpdier,  Vt 
Hutchins,  Frank  A.,  Sec.  Wisconsin  F.  L. 

Commission,  Madison,  Wis. 
Hyer,  F.  S.,  Agent  Houghton,  Mififlin  &  Co., 

378  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 
Ues,  George,  Journalist,  Park  Ave.  Hotel,  N. 

Y.  City. 
Ingalls,  Jennie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Fort  Madison,  la. 
Johnson,    Mary   Hannah,    Ln.    Howard   L., 

Nashville,  Tenn. 
Jones,  Elizabeth  D.,  Pasadena,  Cal. 
Jones,  Gardner  Maynard,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Salem, 

Mass.    Treasurer  A.  L.  A. 
Jones,  Mary  Letitia,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Los  Angeles, 

Cal. 
Jones,  Olive,  Ln.  Ohio  State  Univ.  L.,  Colum- 
bus, O. 
Josephson,  Aksel  Gustav  Salomon,  Cataloger 

The  John  Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  111. 
Jutton,  Emma  R.,  Reviser  Univ.  of  111.  L.  S., 

Champaign,  111. 
Kautz,  F.  R.,  Tr.  Butler  Coll.  L.,  Irvington, 

Ind. 
Kealhoftr,  William,  Tr.  Washington  Co.  F. 

L.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 
Keefer,  Jessie  G.,  As.  P.  L.,  Scranton,  Pa. 
Kellogg,  Myra,  As.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Kelso,  Tessa  L.,  with  Baker,  Taylor  Co.,  N. 

Y.  City. 
Kennedy,  John  Pendleton,  L.  of  Congress, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Keogh,  Andrew,  Ln.  Linonian  &  Brothers  L., 

Yale  Univ.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Kercheval,  Margaret  McK,  ist  As.  Howard 

L.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Kerr,  Willis  Holmes,  Acting  Vice-Pres.  Bel- 

levue  Coll.,  Bellevue,  Neb. 
Knudson.  Signa,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Kohler.  Minnie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Moline,  111. 
Krengel,  F.  W.,  Adv.  Dept  Public  Libraries, 

Library  Bureau.  Chicago,  111. 
Kroeger,  Miss  Alice  Bertha,  Ln.  Drexel  Inn. 

L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Lamb,  Mary  J..  As.  P.  L.,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 
Lane,  Harriet,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Frecport,  111. 
Lane,  Lucius  Page,  As.  P.  L..  Boston,  Mass. 
Langton.  Joseph  F.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  St  Lcuis, 

Mo. 


Larson,  Charles  A^  As.  P.  L.,  Chicago. 
Lawson,   Publius    v.,  Vice-Pres.  L.   Board, 

Menasha,  Wis.    Pres.  Fox  River  Valley  L. 

Assoc    Pres.  Winnebago  County  Board  of 

Libraries. 
Leach,  Davis  Parker,  Ln.  L.  Assoc,  Port- 
land, Ore. 
Leavitt,  Charlotte  D.,  Ln.  McQyraonds  P.  L., 

Massillon,  O. 
Leipziger.   Dr.    Henry   M.,    Consulting   Ln. 

Aguilar  F.  L.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Leipziger,  Pauline,  Ln.  Aguilar  F.  L.,  New 

York,  N.  Y. 
Leonard,  Charles  H.,  414  £.  Fulton  St,  Grand 

Rapids,  Mich. 
Leonard,   Mrs.   Charles   H.,   Grand  Rapids, 

Mich. 
Lewis,  Kate,  West  Superior,  Wis. 
IJght,  Matilda  M.,  As.  P.  L.,  Dayton,  O. 
Lmdsay,  Mary  Boyden,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Evans- 
ton,  111. 
Little,   George   T.,   Ln.    Bowdoin   Coll.   L., 

Brunswick,  Mc 
Lucas,   Stella,  Ln.  Memorial  F.  L.,  Meno- 

monie.  Wis. 
Luce,   Cyrus  G.,   Pres.  Michigan  L,   Com., 

Coldwater,  Mich. 
Luce,  Mrs.  Cyrus  G.,  Coldwater,  Mich. 
Lyman,   Edna.   Children  Ln.   Scoville  Inst, 

Oak  Park,  111. 
McCaine,  Mrs.  Helen  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St  Paul, 

Minn. 
McCormick,  Lilian,  Ln.  Superior  P.  L.,  West 

Superior,  Wis. 
McCrory,  Harriettc  L.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Cedar 

Rapids,  la. 
McCullpugh,  Elizabeth,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Logans- 
port,  Ind. 
MacDonald,   Katharine  A^   As.  Sec  F.  L. 

Com.,  Madison,  Wis. 
McDonnell.  Pearl,  As.  Ln.  Univ.  of  Wash- 
ington, Seattle,  Wash. 
McElroy,  E.  P.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Algona,  la. 
Mcllvaine,  Caroline  M.,  As.  Newberry  L., 

Chicago. 
Mcllvaine,  Mabel,  As.  Newberry  L.,  Chicago. 
Mcintosh,  Margaret,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
McKee,  Horace  A.,  Library  Bureau,  Chicago. 
McKee,  Syrena,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Leavenworth,  Kan. 
McKillop,  Samuel  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
McLane,  Mary,  Ln.  Joseph  Dessert  P.  L., 

Mosinee,  Wis. 
McLoney,  Ella  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Des  Moines,  la. 
McMahon,  Joseph  H.,   Cathedral   L.,   New 

York  City. 
McNeil.  Anne  H.,  Ln.  St  Supt  Oflke,  Madi- 

son.  Wis. 
Macomber,  Mary  E.,  Ln.  Kellogg-Hubbard 

L..  Montpelier,  Vt 
Macpherson,  Maud  R.,  As.  Ln.  Gilbert  M. 

Simmons  L.,  Kenosha,  Wis. 
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Univ.  L.,  Evanston,  111. 

Mealey,  Edward  W.,  Pres,  Trustees  Wash- 
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Merrill,  Julia  Wright,  As.  Cataloger  P.  L., 
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Meyer,  Emma,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Delphi,  Ind. 

Miller  Else,  Supt.  Delivery  Stations,  P.  L., 
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Mills,  M.  femily.  As.  The  John  Crerar  L., 
Chicago. 

Miner,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.,  Cataloger  Univ.  of 
Wisconsin  L.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Mitchell,  Tryphena  G.,  Ln.  Vaughn  L.,  Ash- 
land, Wis. 

Montgomery,  Thomas  L.,  Ln.  Wagner  F. 
Inst.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Montross,  Elizabeth,  As.  The  John  Crerar 
L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Moody,  Katharine  Twining,  As.  P.  L.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

Moore,  Ewa  L.,  Ln.  Scoville  Inst.,  Oak  Park, 
111. 

Morris,  F.  M.,  Bookseller,  171  Madison  St., 
Chicago. 

Moulton,  John  Grant.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Haverhill, 
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Olcott,  Florence,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee. 
Wis. 
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Parham,  Nellie  E.,  Ln.  Withers  P.  L.,  Bloom- 
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Parmele,  Ella  Goodwin,  Ln.  State  Nonnal 
School  L.,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 
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Parsons,  Mrs.  N.  B.,  Chicago. 
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Minn. 

Patton,  Adah,  Student  Univ.  of  Illinois  L  S., 
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Pierce,  Mary,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Chicago. 

Pifer,  Ida  F.,  As.  L.  of  Congress,  Washing- 
ton. D.  C 

Plummer,  Mary  Wright,  Director  Pratt  Inst 
L..  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Poirier,  Lydia  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Duluth,  Minn. 

Pollard,  Annie  A.,  2d  As.  P.  L.,  Grand 
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Porter,  Washington  T.,  Tr.  P.  L,,  Cincin- 
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Potter,  Kate  M.,  Ln.  City  L.,  Baraboo.  Wis. 

Potter,  Lucy  A.,  As.  Ln.  State  Nonnal 
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Rankin,  Julia  Toombs,  As.  Ln.  Cam^e  I^, 
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Reed,  Mrs.  Adelc  C.  Paxton,  HI. 

Reeve,  Dr.  J.  T.,  Secy.  F.  P.  L.,  Appletoo, 
Wis. 

Remmer,  Mary  E.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Chi- 
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Resor,  Mrs.  Josephine  H.,  Ln.  Parlin  L, 
Canton,  111. 

Riblet,  L.  E.,  Waukesha,  Wis. 

Ringier,  Margaret,  Deputy  Ln.  P.  L.,  Quincy, 
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Robertson,  Josephine  Chester.  Head  Cata- 
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Robinson,  Lydia  G.,  As.  P.  L.,  Chicago. 

Roddy,  Marie  Louise,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Roden,  Cari  B.,  Supt  Order  Dept  P.  L,  Chi- 
cago. 

Rommeiss,  Emma,  As.  P.  L.,  Chicago. 
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Root,  Azariah  Smith,  Ln.  Oberlin  Coll.  L., 
Obcrlin,  O. 

Roper,  Eleanor,  Senior  As.  The  John  Crerar 
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Rose,  Emma  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis. 

Russel.  J.  R.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Butte,  Mont. 
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Sacksteder,  M.  A.,  Open  Court  Publishing 
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Salisbury,  Grace  E.,  As.  Ln.  State  Normal  S., 
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Salisbury,  O.  M.,  Agent  Ginn  &  Co..  Madi- 
son, Wis. 

Sanders,  Mrs.  Minerva  A.,  Ln.  F.  P.  •  L., 
Pawtucket,  R.  L 

Sawyer,  Ida  E.,  Cataloger  Northwestern 
Univ.  L.,  Evanston,  111. 

Schmidt,  Eliza,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Sears.  Minnie  E.,  As.  Cataloger  Univ.  of  Il- 
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Seely,  Blanche,  As.  The  John  Crerar  L., 
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Seeman,  Samuel,  William  G.  Johnson  &  Co., 
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Seeman,  Mrs.  Samuel,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Scott,  Mrs.  Frances  Hanna,  Ln.  Mich.  Coll. 
of  Mines,  Houghton,  Mich. 

Sharp,  Katharine  Lucinda,  Head  Ln.  and  Di- 
rector State  L.  S.  Univ.  of  Illinois,  Cham- 
paign, 111. 

Shaw,  R.  K.,  As.  L.  of  Congress,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Shepard,  Rhoda  C,  Ln.  Shortbridge  High  S., 
Indianapolis.  Ind. 

Silverthorn,  Nellie  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Wausau, 
Wis. 

Simonds,  May,  As. Mercantile  L..  St.  Louis,Mo. 

Simonson,  Roger  A.,  Library  Bureau,  Chicago' 

Simpson,  Frances,  Cataloger  Univ.  of  Illinois 
L.,  Champaign,  111. 

Skavlem,  Gertrude  J.,  As.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Janes- 
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Skinner,  Marie  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lake  Forest,  III. 

Smith,  Elizabeth,  Sec*y  L.  Board,  De  Pere, 
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Smith,  Elizabeth  Church,  As.  State  Hist. 
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Smith,  Faith  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

Smith,  Laura,  Chief  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Cin- 
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Smith,  Susan  T.,  Ln.  State  Normal  S.,  Chico, 
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Smith,  Walter  McMynn.  Ln.  Univ.  of  Wis- 
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Smythe,  Elizabeth  Harris,  Circulating  L.,  31 
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Soule,  Charles  Carroll,  ex-Trustee,  Pres.  The 
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Sperry,  Ethel,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Sperry,  Helen,  Ln.  Bronson  L.,  Waterbury, 
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Stearns,  Lutie  E.,  Library  Organizer  Wiscon- 
sin F.  L.  Com.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Steiner,  Dr.  Bernard  C ,  Ln.  Enoch  Pratt  F. 
L.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Stem,  Ren€e  B.,  5515  Woodlawn  Ave.,  Chi- 
cago. 

Stevens,  Edith,  Boone,  la. 

Stevens,  Olive,  As.  Ln.  Iowa  State  College  L., 
Ames,  la. 

Stevenson,  William  Marshall,  Ln.  Carnegie 
F.  L.,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Stewart,  Rose  Gemmill,  Cataloger  F.  L., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Stillman,  Mary  Louise,  Supt.  Issue  Dept.  P. 
L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Stites,  Katherine,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Hoopeston, 
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Stout.  Hon.  J.  H.,  Trustee  Mabel  Tainter 
L.,  Menomonie,  Wis. 

Strohm,  Adam,  Ln.  Armour  Inst,  of  Tech- 
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Stuart,  William  H.,  Leary,  Stuart  &  Co.,  9 
S.  9th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Stuart,  Mrs.  William  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Stuntz,  Steve  C,  As.  Univ.  of  Wisconsin  L., 
Madison,  Wis. 

Swan,  L.  P.,  Ln.  State  Normal  School  L., 
Whitewater,  Mo. 

Thayer,  Maude,  As.  Ln.  State  L.,  Spring- 
field, 111. 

Thome.  Elizabeth  G..  Ln.  F.  L.,  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y. 

Thwaites,  Reuben  Gold,  Sec.  and  Supt.  State 
Hist.  Soc,  Madison,  Wis. 

Thwaites,  Mrs.  R.  G.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Todd,  Marie  A.,  As.  P.  L.,  Minneapolis,  Minn* 

Tuttle,  Elizabeth,  As.  Ln.  L.  I.  Hist.  Soc., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Tyler  J  Alice  S.,  Sec.  Iowa  L.  Com.,  Des 
Momes,  la. 

Urban,  Gertrude,  As.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Utley.  Henry  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Van  Valkenburgh.  Agnes  E.,  Head  Cataloger 
P.  L.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Vincent,  Mrs.  Anna  C,  As.  Ln.  P.'L..  Rock- 
ford.  111. 

Voges,  Aug.,  Bookseller,  Chicago. 

Waddell,  Ni^ia  T.,  2d  As.  Ln,  P.  L.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Wagner,  Sula,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Wales,  Elizabeth  B.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Quincy,  111. 

Walker.  Eveljrn  H.,  Ln.  All  Souls  Church, 
3939  Langley  Ave.,  Chicago. 

Wall,  Lenore,  Cataloger  P.  L,,  Quincy,  111. 

Wallace,  Anne,  Ln.  Carnegie  L.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Wallace,  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  Ln.  Hazelwood 
Br.  Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Warren,  Irene,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Chicago  School 
of  Education.  Chicago. 

Waters,  W.  O.,  Univ.  of  Illinois  L.  S.,  Cham- 
paign, 111. 

Watson,  Carrie  M.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Kansas  L., 
Lawrence,  Kan. 

Weber,  Mrs.  Jessie  Palmer,  Ln.  State  Hist. 
L.,  Springifield.  111. 

Weber.  Linda.  Springfield,  HI. 

Webster,  Ida  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lincoln,  111. 

Wellman,  Hiller  Crowell,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Brook- 
line,  Mass. 

Welsh,  Robert  Gilbert,  Manager  Library  Dept. 
Charles  Scribner's  Sons,  New  York  City. 
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Wescoat,  Lulu  M.,  As.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
West,  Mabel  G.,  Cataloger  Knox  College  L., 

Galesburg,  111. 
Wheelock,  Mary  K,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Grinnell,  la. 
Whitaker,  Alfred  E.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Colorado, 

Boulder,  Col. 
White,    Peter,   State   L.   Commission,   Mar- 

auette,  Mich. 
Whitten,  Robert  H.,  Sociology  Ln.  State  L., 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Whitten,  Mrs.  Robert  H.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Whitney,  Mrs.  Carrie  Westlake,  Ln.  P.  L., 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Wilkerson,  Elizabeth  B.,  Cataloger  Cossitt  L., 

Memphis,  Tenn. 
Williams,  Lizzie  Annie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Maiden, 

Mass. 
Williams.    Mary,    As.    Hampton    Inst.    L., 

Hampton,  Va. 
Wilson,  Halsey  W.,  Cumulative  Book  Index, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Windsor,  Phineas  L.,  As.  L.  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Wing,  Florence  S.,  Student  Univ.  of  niinois 
L.  S.,  Champaign,  111. 

Wire,  Dr.  G.  K.  Deputy  Ln.  Worcester 
County  Law  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Wood,  Harriet  Ann,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Cin- 
cinnati, O. 

Wood,  Mary  Whistler,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Chi- 
cago. 

Woods,  Henry  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  East  St  Louis,  III. 

Wright,  Charles  Edward,  Ln.  Andrew  Car- 
negie F.  L.,  Carnegie,  Pa. 

Wri^t,  Mrs.  Maiy  L.,  Ln.  P.  L.  Strcator,  IlL 

Wright,  Purd  B.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Wyer,  James  Ingersoll,  Jr.,  Ln.  Univ.  of 
Nebraska  L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Wyer,  Malcolm  G.,  Excelsior.  Minn. 

Youmans,  Mrs.  Henry  M.,  Pres.  Wisconsin 
State  Federation  of  Women's  Qubs,  Wau- 
kesha, Wis. 
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AX/ HEN  the  American  Library  Association 
was  organized  its  object  was  declared  to 
be  **  to  promote  the  library  interests  of  the 
country  by  exchanging  views,  reaching  con- 
clusions, and  inducing  co-operation  in  all  de- 
partments of  bibliothecal  science  and  economy ; 
by  disposing  the  public  mind  to  the  founding 
and  improving  of  libraries,  and  by  cultivating 
good  will  among  its  members."  When  the 
constitution  was  revised  in  1900,  the  object 
of  the  Association  was  declared  to  be  **to 
promote  the  welfare  of  libraries  in  America." 

This  change  is  significant,  not  of  a  change 
in  the  purposes  of  the  Association,  but  of  a 
general  opinion  that  verbose  details  of  its 
purposes  are  now  unnecessary.  At  first  the 
Association  undertook  much  direct  missionary 
work,  but  this  has  gradually  been  taken  in 
charge  by  state  and  local  associations  to  such 
an  extent  that  our  work  in  this  direction  is 
now  mainly  to  obtain  records  of  the  methods 
which  have  been  found  most  successful,  and 
to  bring  these  to  the  attention  of  those  directly 
engaged  in  interesting  the  people  at  large,  and 
legislators  and  tax-payers  in  particular,  in  the 
establishment  and  support  of  free  public  li- 
braries. 

It  is  the  welfare  of  the  free  public  library, 
and  especially  the  library  intended  mainly  for 
the  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  among 
the  people,  and  supported  from  public  funds,  to 
which  we  have  given  the  most  attention.  This 
is  especially  an  American  institution  and  it 
has  seemed  more  important  that  its  uses  and 
needs  should  be  understood  and  appreciated 
by  the  general  public  than  those  of  purely  ref- 
erence libraries,  since  these  last  are  fairly  well 
understood  by  those  who  most  need  and  use 
them. 

The  main  argument  in  favor  of  the  free 
public  library  is  that  it  is  an  essential  part  of  a 


system  of  free  public  instruction  which  is  a 
necessary  foundation  of  a  satisfactory  system 
of  self  government.  It  is  not  true,  however, 
that  any  and  every  system  of  education  tends 
to  produce  a  stable  democracy,  and  there  are 
great  differences  of  opinion  among  professional 
educators,  and  still  greater  differences  of  opin- 
ion among  other  thinking  men  who  know 
something  of  the  methods  and  results  of  our 
public  schools,  as  to  whether  our  present  sys- 
tem is  the  best  one.  If  the  main  object  of  the 
school  and  of  the  teacher  is  to  furnish  infor- 
mation and  cultivate  the  memory,  there  is 
good  ground  for  objecting  to  both  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  some  of  the  kinds  of  information 
supplied.  If  the  object  of  education  is  to  de- 
velop the  intellect,  to  teach  the  student  how 
to  judge  as  to  what  is  true  and  to  know  where 
to  look  for  it,  to  recognize  wise  thought,  and 
to  distinguish  the  man  who  is  qualified  to  lead 
from  the  incompetent  man  who  wants  to  lead, 
then  our  public  school  system  is  not  well  suited 
to  its  purpose. 

The  relations  which  should  exist  between 
the  system  of  public  libraries  and  the  system 
of  public  schools  m  a  state  or  city  are  not  yet 
generally  agreed  upon  by  both  librarians  and 
teachers.  In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said 
that  the  librarian's  view  is  that  the  public  li- 
brary should  be  entirely  independent  of  the 
public  school  S3rstem  as  regards  its  funds  and 
management,  that  special  school  libraries  are 
apt  to  be  badly  managed,  and  inefficient  for  the 
purpose  of  interesting  and  instructing  the  chil- 
dren, that  the  librarian  knows  more  about  books 
than  the  teacher,  and  can  supplement  and 
broaden  the  teacher's  work  ;  — and  that  teachers 
should  recognize  these  facts,  should  be  willing 
and  anxious  to  receive  instruction  and  advice 
from  librarians  by  listening  to  lectures  and  talks 
at  the  library  and  repeating  to  their  classes 
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what  they  have  been  taught,  and  urging  the 
children  to  make  use  of  the  library. 

A  few  enthusiasts  claim  that  the  librarian 
ought  to  know  more  than  any  teacher,  and 
should  supplement  the  defects  and  ignorance  of 
each  instructor  in  his  own  branch,  but  treat 
them  all  kindly  and  tactfiilly,  recognizing  that 
it  is  not  their  fault  that  they  do  not  know  as 
much  as  librarians.  Some  librarians  admit 
that  some  teachers  may  know  more  than  they 
do  as  to  the  reading  most  desirable  to  supple- 
ment the  particular  instruction  which  a  class  is 
receiving,  and  will  be  glad  to  receive  lists  of 
books  wanted.  All  librarians  think  it  very 
important  that  the  child  should  learn  to  use 
the  public  library  and  become  acquainted  with 
its  attractions,  methods,  and  resources,  so  that 
after  leaving  school  he  will  continue  to  use  it, 
and  they  do  not  consider  that  any  mere  school 
or  class  library  can  be  a  satisfactory  substitute 
for  the  public  library.  Moreover,  they  want 
the  children  to  come  to  the  public  library  and 
use  it  because  this  is  a  means  of  bringing  their 
parents  and  friends  under  the  same  influence. 

Superintendents  of  schools,  as  a  rule,  take 
a  somewhat  different  view  of  the  matter,  that 
is,  if  they  have  given  any  thought  to  it,  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  many  of  them  reply  to 
questions  on  the  subject,  that  they  have  never 
given  it  any  special  consideration.  Some  of 
those  who  have  considered  the  matter  say  that, 
of  course,  the  public  library  is  a  useful  institu- 
tion, that  its  chief  use  is  educational,  that  it 
should  be  managed  so  as  to  help  the  public 
school  as  much  as  possible,  but  that  it  should 
not  interfere  with  school  methods.  They 
believe  that  the  school  should  have  a  library 
of  its  own,  under  its  own  management,  selected 
with  reference  to  the  needs  of  the  different 
classes  and  grades,  that  the  teachers  should 
see  that  the  children  use  these  books,  and 
have  a  record  of  such  use  as  a  guide  to  dealing 
in  the  best  way  with  the  individual  child. 
They  say  that  the  public  library,  in  its  recent 
arrangements  for  attracting  children  and  espe- 
cially those  in  the  lower  grades,  tends  to  inter- 
fere with  the  school  plans  for  reading,  that  the 
children  find  in  the  library  much  that  is  more 
attractive  than  the  books  which  they  can  find 


in  the  school  library,  but  which  is  also  lest 
useful ;  that  they  acquire  the  habit  of  desul- 
tory reading,  and  are  led  off  from  the  proper 
course.  The  junior  teachers  in  the  schools  in 
our  larger  cities  stand  in  somewhat  the  same 
relation  to  t^e  superintendents  that  the  junior 
assistants  in  the  public  library  stand  to  the 
librarian,  and  the  opinions  of  each,  while  in- 
teresting, are  not  conclusive.  At  present  the 
majority  of  teachers  in  the  lower  grades  know 
and  care  very  little  about  the  public  libraries ; 
they  may  use  them  to  obtain  current  fiction, 
but  it  seldom  occurs  to  them  to  take  their 
classes  to  them  or  to  tell  the  children  what 
they  can  find  there. 

At  present  it  appears  that  the  librarians  are 
more  aggressive,  energetic,  and  filled  with  the 
missionary  and  proselytizing  spirit  than  are 
the  teachers,  possibly  because  the  work  of  the 
latter  is  more  monotonous  and  £atiguing. 

I  have  several  times  been  asked  by  legisla- 
tors and  jurists  whether  the  public  schools 
and  the  public  libraries  could  not  wisely  be 
consolidated  under  one  central  management 
and  thus  be  made  to  work  harmoniously. 

It  is  theoretically  possible,  but  I  think  that 
the  result  would  be  that  the  libraries  woukl 
lose  much,  the  schools  gain  very  little,  and 
the  public  at  large  be  profoundly  dissatisfied. 

The  Library  Association  has  a  special  com- 
mittee    on    co-operation     with    the    Libiary 
Department  of  the  National  Educational  As- 
sociation, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  com- 
mittee will  find  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the 
problems   connected  with   the  relationship  of 
the  library  to  the  school.     No  hard  and  bA 
rules  can   be  established,  but   it  would  seem 
that  the   library,  supported   by  public  fimds. 
should   not   interfere   with    the    work  of  the 
public   school.     On   the  other   hand,  one  of 
the  most   important  functions    of  the  school 
is   to   train   the   children    to  use  books  and 
libraries,  and  at  the  present   time  the  chief 
obstacle   to   the   proper  performance  of  this 
function  is  that  the  teachers  themselves  are  in 
great  need  of  instruction  about  public  libraries 
and  how  to   use   them.     For   the  great  ma- 
jority of  children  story  books  and   works  oo 
general   literature  of  the   right   kind  are  no< 
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only  more  interesting  but  more  important 
means  of  education  than  the  average  text- 
books. 

The  class  which,  at  present,  far  outnum* 
bers  all  other  classes  in  this  country  is,  as 
Professor  Bryce  says,  the  group  of  **  thinly 
educated  persons  whose  book  knowledge  is 
drawn  from  dry  manuals  in  mechanically 
taught  elementary  schools,  and  who  in  after 
life  read  nothing  but  newspapers  or  cheap 
novels."  * 

Those  who  have  had  practical  experience  in 
free  circulating  libraries  know  the  truth  of 
this  characterization,  and  are  trying  to  get 
the  children  interested  in  the  library  as  early 
as  possible ;  if  the  library  proves  more  attrac- 
tive than  the  school  it  is  quite  possible  that 
the  school  methods  should  be  changed.  But 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  elective  studies  in 
the  high  school  and  college  course,  the  pub- 
lic library  system  of  instruction  must  neces- 
sarily be  largely  elective  ;  and  mere  amusement 
should  not  be  the  leading  elective,  as  seems  to 
be  too  often  the  case. 

In  recent  years  the  subject  of  co-operation 
between  libraries  and  librarians  has  been  one 
to  which  much  thought  has  been  given  and 
for  which  a  great  number  of  plans  have  been 
proposed.  To  secure  the  most  useful  co-opera- 
tion, it  is  desirable  to  bring  into  the  work 
many  libraries  which  are  not  intended  for  the 
circulation  of  books,  except,  perhaps,  among 
a  limited  class,  and  some  of  which  are  not 
supported  by  public  funds.  These  include 
the  libraries  belonging  to  the  general  govern- 
ment and  to  the  states,  university  libraries, 
and  the  larger  libraries  belonging  to  and 
managed  by  private  corporations,  either  as 
reference  libraries  only,  but  for  the  use  of  the 
general  public,  or  as  reference  and  lending 
libraries  for  the  use  of  members,  stockholders, 
or  subscribers  only.  Among  these  are  many 
scientific,  historical,  and  technical  libraries. 

The  problems  of  these  reference  libraries 
have  been  receiving  increasing  attention  in 
the  Association  in  recent  years,  as  is  shown 
by  the  organization  of  a  section  devoted  more 

•James  Bryce,  "Studies  in  history  and  jurispru- 
dence."   N.Y.,  1901,  p.  200. 


especially  to  their  work,  and  the  subject  of 
co-operation  will  come  up  for  discussion  at 
this  meeting  in  several  ways  and  will,  no  doubt, 
be  considered  from  several  different  points  of 
view.  The  question,  as  it  appears  to  most 
libraries,  is.  What  can  the  greater  libraries  do 
for  us  in  the  way  of  cataloguing,  bibliog- 
raphy, lending  of  books,  etc.,  with  the  tacit 
assumption  that  whatever  they  can  do,  they 
ought  to  do. 

It  does  not  seem  necessary  to  produce  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  this  view,  but  perhaps  a  sug- 
gestion that  the  smaller  libraries  should,  on 
their  side,  assist  the  larger  ones  so  far  as  they 
can,  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

The  public  library  in  this  country,  which 
now  stands-,  or  should  stand,  second,  if  not 
first,  in  interest  to  every  librarian  is  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress.  I  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  as 
well  as  a  pleasure  to  report  to  you  that  the 
work  of  this  library  is  being  well  done,  and 
that  Congress  has  recognized  the  wisdom  and 
tact  of  its  librarian  by  increased  appropriations 
for  books  and  for  service.  You  are  all  familiar 
with  the  work  being  done  by  this  central 
library  for  other  libraries  throughout  the 
country  by  furnishing  catalogue  cards,  biblio- 
graphical data,  etc.  I  think  it  well,  however, 
to  remind  you  of  your  duties  to  this  your 
National  Library,  and  especially  that  the  li- 
brarian of  every  city,  town,  or  village  in  the 
country  should  make  it  his  or  her  business  to 
see  that  one  copy  of  every  local,  non-copy- 
righted imprint,  including  all  municipal  re- 
ports and  documents,  all  reports  of  local 
institutions,  and  all  addresses,  accounts  of 
ceremonies,  etc.,  which  are  not  copyrighted 
and  do  not  come  into  the  book  trade,  is 
promptly  sent  to  our  National  Library. 

I  cannot  speak  so  positively  and  definitely 
about  the  state  libraries  or  the  great  reference 
libraries  of  the  country,  but  most  of  them  will 
be  glad  to  receive  such  local  publications  as  I 
have  indicated,  and  the  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary especially  desires  assistance  of  this  kind. 

The  controversy  between  the  individualists 
and  the  collectivists  which  is  going  on  in 
many  fields  of  human  activity  exists  also 
among  those   interested  in   library  organiza- 


MAGNOLIA    CONFERENCE. 


tion  and  management  and  is  taking  much  the 
same  course  there  as  in  commerce  and  manu- 
factures. The  tendency  is  towards  organiza- 
tion and  division  of  labor,  at  first  by  co-opera- 
tion, later  by  consolidation.  The  free  public 
library  is  tending  to  become  a  special  industry 
by  unification  of  methods  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  greatest  product  with  the  least 
expenditure.  The  general  public,  and  many 
librarians,  think  that  the  measure  of  greatest 
product  is  the  number  of  books  circiilated. 
This  is  the  argument  used  with  city  officials  to 
secure  increased  appropriations,  and  the  kind 
of  books  which  will  circulate  most  rapidly  and 
the  methods  of  advertising  which  will  increase 
the  number  of  readers  are  matters  of  much  in- 
terest to  library  trustees  and  managers.  From 
this  commercial  point  of  view  much  remains 
to  be  done  in  the  way  of  co-operation.  It  is 
probable  that  the  co-operative  cataloguing  now 
under  way  could  be  much  facilitated,  and  a 
considerable  saving  to  individual  libraries 
effected,  if  one  small  committee  of  experts  se- 
lected all  the  books  to  be  purchased  for  each 
and  every  library.  These  books  could  then  be 
catalogued,  with  annotations  on  the  most 
elaborate  plan,  classed,  marked,  and  delivered 
to  the  several  libraries,  where,  of  course,  they 
would  go  on  open  shelves  and  be  advertised 
by  co-operative  short  lists.  The  libraries  could 
then  discharge  most  of  their  cataloguers  and 
experts.  One-half  the  money  now  used  for 
salaries  could  be  devoted  to  buying  books,  the 
circulation  would  increase,  and  the  business 
would  flourish. 

Moreover,  this  committee  of  experts  for  the 
selection  of  books  to  be  purchased  would 
naturally  be  consulted  by  publishers  as  to 
what  particular  varieties  of  literature  are  most 
in  demand.  It  would  suggest  subjects  and 
writers,  read  MSS.  and  indicate  the  pictures 
which  would  stimulate  the  circulation  of  the 
volume,  and  not  be  objectionable  to  any  one. 
From  this,  it  would  be  an  easy  step  to  under- 
take the  publication  of  books  for  free  public 
libraries  and  thus  effect  a  wonderful  reduction 
in  cost ;  and  if  the  librarians  take  up  the  busi- 
ness of  bookselling  the  scheme  will  be  still 
more  neat  and  compact. 


I  need  not  go  into  further  details,  or  show 
what  might  be  effected  for  the  world^'s  progress 
by  simply  extending  this  scheme  to  an  inter- 
national system :  no  doubt  you  can  all  readily 
imagine  the  results  which  might  be  obtained 
by  a  great  cosmopolitan  free  circulating  library 
trust  with  the  latest  attachments  and  improve- 
ments. We  should  then  have  accomplished 
an  important  part,  what  some  consider  the 
most  important  part,  of  the  original  object  of 
the  Association,  which,  you  will  remember, 
was  declared  to  be  the  *  *  reaching  conclusions 
and  inducing  co-operation  in  all  departments 
of  bibliothecal  science  and  economy.^  Of 
course,  in  the  formation  of  the  expert  Board  of 
Managers,  the  demand  for  representation  which 
will  be  made  by  the  leaders  and  managers  of 
different  religious,  political,  and  sociological 
sects  and  parties  would  require  consideratioo, 
and  there  are  some  other  important  details  to 
be  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Co-opera- 
tion when  it  takes  up  this  part  of  its  work. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  immediate  pros- 
pect of  the  formation  of  such  a  free  public 
library  trust  as  I  have  indicated,  or  that  the 
cheapening  of  library  service  in  this  way  is  de- 
sirable, even  if  it  were  possible,  but  there  are 
many  things  in  the  mechanical  details  of  libntrj 
economy  in  which  co-operative  woric  may  be 
of  service  without  checking  or  interfering  with 
individual  development. 

Circulating  libraries  supported  from  public 
funds  will  naturally  tend  to  greater  unifbnnitj 
in  methods  and  scope  than  reference  libraries 
supported  by  corporations,  but  each  has  some- 
thing to  learn  from  the  other. 

There  are  some  men  —  and  women  —  who 
have  a  great  desire  for  uniformity,  who  think 
there  is  only  one  best  way ;  they  want  codes, 
and  rules,  and  creeds ;  they  want  all  schools  and 
high  schools  and  universities  to  have  one  sj^ 
tern,  even  to  the  periods  of  their  vacations; 
they  want  a  rule  about  fiction,  and  about  clas- 
sification, and  about  salaries  for  all  libraries, 
and  they  vf^mt,  resolutions  passed  about  all 
these  things. 

Concentration  has  its  evils  as  well  as  its  ad- 
vantages. Some  excellent  library  work  in  oar 
large  cities  is  done  by  institutions  or  societies 
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which  use  the  library  as  a  means  to  secure  at- 
tention to  their  special  end,  which  may  be 
religious,  sectarian,  humanitarian,  or  sociologi- 
cal. The  friendly  rivalry  of  different  libraries 
in  the  same  city  often  has  good  results,  though 
perhaps  it  may  be  a  little  wasteful  of  money. 
To  secure  the  use  of  a  library,  the  energy  and 
enthusiasm  of  a  propagandist  are  very  useful, 
but  the  propagandist  does  not  work  to  the  best 
advantage  in  a  systematic  hierarchy.  It  is  the 
old  question  of  the  individual  worker  or  dealer 
versus  the  co-operative,  or  the  consolidated  es- 
tablishment, and  while  the  ultimate  answer 
may  be  in  favor  of  the  latter  as  giving  the 
greatest  amount  of  useful  results  with  the  least 
expenditure  of  force,  we  can  understand  the 
feelings  of  the  individual  worker  who  fears  that 
he  will  be  crowded  out,  and  who  says  that 
'*  the  lion  and  the  lamb  mayXv^  down  together, 
but  the  same  lamb  don^t  do  it  again.  ^^ 

It  must  be  remembered  that  almost  every 
change  in  the  manner  of  doing  things  is  inju- 
rious to  some  individuals.  Evolution  affects 
not  only  the  fittest,  but  also  the  unfit.  If  it 
be  true  that  the  public  library  is  injuring  the 
business  of  the  bookseller,  that  the  hustling 
administrator  is  crowding  out  the  scholar  in 
library  positions,  and  that  old-fashioned  read- 
ers find  their  old  resorts  in  the  libraries  less 
comfortable  because  of  the  crowd  which  now 
frequents  them,  it  may  still  be  true  that  the 
general  result  is  satisfactory. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  public  library 
shall  undertake  to  do  other  work  for  the  public 
benefit  besides  the  supplying  of  literature  has 
occasionally  been  raised,  but  has  not  been 
seriously  discussed  as  a  general  proposition. 
When  Mr.  Carnegie's  offer  to  provide  branch 
library  buildings  for  the  city  of  New  York  was 
made  public,  many  suggestions  were  made  as 
to  the  desirability  of  making  these  buildings 
something  more  than  libraries.  For  example, 
it  was  advised  that  thev  should  be  made  social 
centres  and  substitutes  for  the  saloon,  that 
they  should  have  lecture  rooms,  rooms  for 
playing  various  kinds  of  games,  smoking 
rooms,  and  billiard  rooms ;  and  even  public 
baths  in  the  basement  were  recommended. 
At  the  present  time,  in  a  large  and  crowded 


city,  the  need  and  demand  for  public  library 
facilities  is  so  great  that  is  has  seemed  best  to 
confine  the  work  of  these  buildings  to  library 
work  proper,  but  in  more  scattered  communi- 
ties, where  sites  arc  not  so  costly,  and  meeting- 
rooms  less  easy  to  be  obtained,  some  of  these 
suggestions  are  worthy  of  careful  consideration, 
and  it  might  be  well  to  collect  the  experience 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  bearing  on 
this  question,  and  make  it  a  subject  for  dis- 
cussion at  a  future  meeting. 

As  usual,  during  the  past  year,  there  have 
been  some  public  expressions  of  doubt  as  to 
the  utility  or  expediency  of  circulating  libra- 
ries. Mr.  Howells  suggests  that  we  may  be 
in  danger  of  reading  too  much,  **  reading  to 
stupidity."  Lord  Rosebery  also  warns  us  to 
beware  lest  much  reading  should  destroy  inde- 
pendence of  thought,  referring  to  the  ••  im- 
mense fens  of  stagnant  literature  which  can 
produce  nothing  but  intellectual  malaria."  Of 
course,  in  some  particular  cases  reading  does 
produce  bad  results.  It  would,  no  doubt,  be 
better  for  the  public  in  general,  and  for  their 
own  families  in  particular,  if  some  men  and 
some  women  had  never  learned  to  read.  **  On 
a  barren  rock  weeds  do  not  grow  —  but 
neither  does  grass."  It  might  also  be  better 
for  the  world  if  some  sickly,  deformed,  degen- 
erate children  did  not  live,  and  the  jail  fevers 
of  the  eighteenth  century  probably  disposed  of 
some  criminals  to  the  best  advantage ;  never- 
theless it  has  been  found  to  be  wise  economy 
to  spend  considerable  sums  of  money  in  les- 
sening the  mortality  of  infants,  and  of  jails,  in 
the  inspection  and  regulation  of  tenement 
houses,  and  in  the  compulsory  restraint  of 
contagious  diseases,  because  the  majority  of 
the  lives  thus  saved  are  worth  saving,  and  they 
cannot  be  saved  without  preserving  some 
others  who  from  the  mere  utilitarian  point  of 
view  may  not  be  worth  the  cost. 

The  expenditure  of  public  funds  upon  free 
libraries  is  in  like  manner  justified  by  the  gen- 
eral belief  that  it  will  do  more  good  than  harm. 
We  cannot  yet  furnish  satisfactory  statistical 
evidence  as  to  the  results  of  the  free  public 
library  experiment  which  we  are  trying  on  a 
large  scale ;  there  does  not  yet  seem  to  be  any 
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marked  decrease  in  crime  or  increase  in  con- 
tentment among  the  people  who  have  had 
most  use  of  such  libraries,  and,  while  the 
physical  welfare  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
has  been  advanced  during  the  last  fifty  years, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  trace  this  to  the  free 
public  library  because  we  do  not  know  what 
use  of  such  libraries  has  been  made  by  the 
few  hundred  inventors  and  captains  of  indus- 
try to  whom  this  progress  is  mainly  due. 

It  does  seem,  however,  that  the  free  public 
library  has  lessened  the  power  of  the  dema- 
gogue and  unscrupulous  politician  to  control 
votes,  and  that  in  public  life  the  steadily  in- 
creasing influence  of  educated  men  is,  in  part, 
due  to  the  reading  facilities  which  the  people 
now  enjoy. 

When  the  author  of  Ecclesiasticus  *  declared 
that  he  that  holdeth  the  plow,  the  carpenter 
and  workmaster,  the  smith  also  sitting  by  the 
anvil  and  considering  the  iron  work,  and  the 
potter  turning  the  wheel  about,  all  these  trust 
to  their  hands,  without  them  cannot  a  city  be 
inhabited, — they  shall  not  be  sought  for  in 
public  counsel,  they  shall  not  sit  on  the  judge's 
seat,  and  they  shall  not  be  found  where  para- 
bles are  spoken,  but  they  will  maintain  the 
state  of  the  world,  he  did  not  foresee  the 
effect  of  a  system  of  public  education  including 
free  public  libraries,  in  a  democratic  govern- 
ment. 

As  regards  Mr.  Howells'  suggestion  about 
**  reading  to  stupidity,"  that  is  precisely  the 
object  of  many  of  the  readers  of  current  fiction. 
They  are  tired  and  worried,  and  they  read  to 
forget  or  to  get  asleep.  The  average  novel 
will  give  this  result  in  from  si.\  to  ten  minutes, 
and  the  after  effects  are  not  nearly  so  bad  as 
those  of  chloral  or  sulfonal.  The  novels  of 
five  or  six  years  ago  will  answer  this  purpose 
just  as  well,  and  twelve  new  novels  a  year  is 
an  ample  allowance  for  the  average  free  public 
library.  But  five-sixths  of  the  other  books 
which  are  produced  —  not  because  the  author 
had  anything  to  say,  but  because  the  publisher 
thought  that  a  book  on  the  beauties  of  brooks, 
or  on  the  birds'  nests  of  the  Bronx,  or  on  the 
homes   of  historical   stepmothers   or   on   the 

^  Ecclesiasticus,  xxxviii,  25-34. 


lieutenant  colonels  of  the  Revolution,  would 
sell  well  —  are  usually  of  little  more  value  in  the 
free  public  library  than  the  novel ;  they  count 
for  circulation,  but  they  are  not  read,  but 
merely  glanced  over  —  mainly  for  the  pictures. 

At  the  present  time  public  opinion  in  this 
country  tolerates  expressions  of  great  differ- 
ences of  opinion  with  regard  to  religion  and 
particular  creeds.  Recently  a  few  Catholics 
have  made  objections  to  the  free  public  library, 
upon  much  the  same  grounds  as  those  upon 
which  the  Church  objects  to  public  schools, 
and  demand  that  in  both  the  school  and  the 
library  the  books  provided  shall  be  subject, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  their  censorship. 
Somewhat  similar  demands,  although  not  so 
definite  and  systematic,  are  occasionally  made 
in  behalf  of  other  sects,  and  they  would  no 
doubt  come  from  a  number  of  other  religious 
and  political  organizations  if  it  was  supposed 
that  there  was  any  chance  of  their  success. 
The  question  will  usually  be  decided  for  each 
locality  by  political  party  requirements,  whidi 
vary  much  at  short  intervals,  and  there  is  no 
immediate  danger  to  the  free  public  library 
system  from  this  particular  form  of  opposidon, 
except  possibly  for  a  short  time  in  some 
limited  locality.  It  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind,  however,  that  public  opinion  is  much  less 
tolerant  in  matters  of  morals  and  manners 
than  it  is  in  matters  of  religion,  and  that  in 
selecting  books  for  circulation  this  opinion 
should  be  considered  and  respected. 

The  librarian  of  the  free  public  library  has. 
as  a  citizen,  the  same  rights  and  duties  as  any 
other  citizen,  including  the  right  to  express 
his  opinions  on  religious  or  political  questions, 
but  as  a  general  rule,  his  influence  for  good 
will  be  greatest  when  he  is  not  a  partisan 
of  any  particular  policy  of  either  church  or 
state. 

As  regards  the  large  reference  libraries,  the 
selection  of  books  must  be  made  much  broader 
in  scope,  for  even  the  most  ardent  propo- 
gandist  of  a  particular  creed  or  shade  of 
opinion  occasionally  wants  to  see  what  his 
opponents  are  saying  in  ordc^  that  he  may 
specify  their  errors,  and  does  not  object  to 
find  their  publications  in  the  reference  library, 
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provided  they  are  carefully  put  away  for  the 
use  of  experts  like  himself  and  are  not  placed 
on  open  shelves  consulted  by  the  general 
public. 

The  duties  and  problems  of  our  great  refer- 
ence libraries  are  in  many  respects  peculiar, 
but  the  limits  of  this  address  permit  of  only  a 
brief  reference  to  some  of  them.  One  of  their 
duties  is  to  preserve  the  literature  of  the  day 
for  the  use  of  future  scholars  and  students. 
Part  of  the  business  of  the  circulating  library 
is  to  have  its  books  worn  out  and  destroyed  in 
actual  service,  but  the  reference  library  has 
also  another  purpose,  and  the  books  which 
give  it  the  greatest  value  and  importance 
should  be  carefully  preserved. 

The  relations  which  should  exist  between 
our  great  reference  libraries  located  in  large 
cities  and  the  rapidly  multiplying  smaller 
libraries  scattered  all  over  the  country  merit 
careful  consideration.  The  amount  of  public 
funds  which  can  and  should  be  devoted  to 
public  libraries  is  limited,  and  these  funds 
should  not  be  employed  in  doing  compara- 
tively unnecessary  work.  Many  of  the  smaller 
libraries  are  now,  or  soon  will  be,  complaining 
of  want  of  shelf  room,  and  are  at  the  same 
time  accepting  and  trying  to  preserve  and 
catalogue  everything  that  comes  to  them.  All 
of  them  are  preserving  books  that  will  not  be 
used  by  any  reader  once  in  five  years,  and  two 
or  three  copies  of  which  in  the  large  central 
reference  libraries  will  be  quite  sufficient  for 
the  needs  of  the  whole  country.  The  remark 
of  President  Eliot  in  his  last  annual  report 
that  **the  increasing  rate  at  which  large  col- 
lections of  books  grow  suggests  strongly  that 
some  new  policy  is  needed  concerning  the 
storage  of  these  immense  masses  of  printed 
matter "  is  very  suggestive ;  and  his  idea  that 
if  the  Congressional  Library  and  the  great 
reference  libraries  in  a  few  of  our  largest  cities 
would  undertake  to  store  any  and  all  books 
turned  over  to  them  and  make  them  accessible 
to  scholars  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the 
functions  of  the  other  libraries  might  be  con- 
siderably amplified,  is  no  doubt  a  true  one. 

Whether  the  great  reference  libraries  could 
undertake    the    work    thus    indicated    would 


depend  upon  the  construction  placed  on  the 
requirement  that  all  books  should  be  made 
accessible  to  scholars  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Whether  the  other  libraries  would  be 
disposed  to  accept  the  suggestion  to  turn  over 
their  old  books  not  in  immediate  use,  merely 
because  it  might  seem  for  the  public  good  so  to 
do,  is  much  more  doubtful,  and  the  selection 
of  the  useless  books  involves  some  questions 
which  would  be  good  topics  for  discussion  in 
the  Trustees^  Section  of  this  Association. 

It  is  always  possible  to  show  that  any  book 
or  pamphlet,  in  any  edition,  might  be  called 
for  by  some  reader,  student,  or  professor  if  he 
knew  it  existed,  and  the  difficulties  in  select- 
ing books  to  be  discarded  are  very  considera- 
ble. Mrs.  Toodles^  state  of  mind  about  things 
that  it  might  be  handy  to  have  in  the  house  is 
one  that  librarians  well  understand.  It  is  no 
doubt  true  that  in  the  great  majority  of  libra- 
ries of  one  hundred  thousand  volumes  and 
upwards,  one-fifth  of  the  books  are  so  little 
used  that  it  would  be  wiser  to  dispose  of  them 
than  to  use  a  fund  available  for  salaries  or  for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  providing  additional 
room.  Just  at  present,  in  most  communities, 
it  seems  easier  to  obtain  funds  for  library 
buildings  than  it  is  to  get  the  means  to  ensure 
good  service. 

Closely  connected  with  this  is  the  question 
as  to  the  acceptance  of  gifts  of  books,  es- 
pecially when  made  with  the  condition  that 
they  are  to  be  kept  together  to  form  a  per- 
manent memorial  for  the  donor.  While  each 
case  must  be  decided  on  its  individual  merits, 
it  may  be  said  in  general  that  the  desire  for  a 
memorial  can  be  fully  met  by  book-plates  and 
catalogues  without  the  unfortunate  and  unwise 
requirement  that  a  certain  group  of  books  must 
always  be  kept  together.  Even  gifts  without 
restrictions,  consisting  of  one  or  more  cart- 
loads of  miscellaneous  public  documents,  odd 
numbers  of  periodicals,  imperfect  files  of  news- 
papers, pamphlets  of  little  interest,  etc.,  in- 
volve some  expense  to  the  library,  and  very 
few  libraries  should  try  to  retain  and  utilize 
more  than  a  small  part  of  such  material. 

General  discussion  as  to  what  large  reference 
libraries  should  do  is  of  very  little  practical 
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interest.     The  interesting  question  is,  **  What 
should  this  particular  library  do  ?  ^^ 

Should  the  Library  of  Congress  obtain  and 
preserve  complete  files  of  every  newspaper 
published  in  North  and  South  America? 

Should  the  Boston  Public  Library  try  to 
obtain  complete  sets  of  the  public  documents 
of  the  Southern  States? 

Should  the  New  York  Public  Library  com- 
plete its  collection  of  first  editions  of  American 
authors  by  purchase  at  current  prices? 

Should  the  New  York  State  Library  try  to 
make  a  complete  collection  in  Genealogy  ? 

Should  the  Chicago  libraries  attempt  to 
make  a  complete  collection  of  the  reports  of 
Insane  Asylums? 

There  are  many  questions  like  these  which 
require  a  knowledge  not  only  of  the  present 
contents,  the  available  funds,  and  the  special 
needs  of  each  library,  but  also  a  knowledge 
of  what  other  libraries  are  doing,  if  proper 
answers  are  to  be  given. 

The  methods  of  co-operation  between  the 
great  reference  libraries,  for  the  public  good 
and  for  mutual  benefit,  are  as  yet  rather  local 
and  rudimentary.  Some  points  of  agreement 
have  been  reached  between  the  Congressional 
Library,  the  Boston  Public  Library,  and  the 
New  York  Public  Library,  as]  to  the  purchase 
of  certain  manuscripts  and  rare  books  ;  and  in 
every  large  city  there  is  more  or  less  co-opera- 
tion between  the  greater  reference  libraries, 
including  the  University  library,  as  to  pur- 
chases, —  especially  of  periodicals.  The  chief 
subject  thus  far  considered  by  them  is  that  of 
Bibliography. 

Many  schemes  for  bibliographies,  general, 
special,  annotated,  etc.,  have  been  suggested, 
and  a  few  have  been  or  are  being  tried.  Each 
of  these,  from  the  universal  bibliography  to 
contain  thirty  millions  of  titles,  to  the  bibli- 
ography of  posters  or  of  Podunk  imprints,  or 
of  poems  and  essays  condemned  by  their 
authors,  has  at  least  one  admirer  and  advocate 
in  the  person  who  would  like  to  have  charge 
of  the  making  of  it ;  but  when  it  comes  to  the 
question  as  to  what  has  a  commercial  value 
there  is  great  unanimity  in  the  opinion  that 
many  of  those  bibliographies  should  be  paid  for. 


not  by  the  makers  or  the  users,  but  by  govern- 
ment or  by  some  philanthropic  individual. 

A  bibliography  is  very  instructive  and  uaefiil 
to  the  person  who  makes  it,  and  it  is  well  to 
give  the  person  having  a  taste  for  such  work  as 
ample  facilities  as  possible ;  but  mere  uncritical 
lists  of  all  the  books  and  journal  articles  re- 
lating to  a  given  subject,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  printing  to  the  present  time,  and  with- 
out  indication  as  to  where  the  older  ones  are 
to  be  found,  are  of  little  use  to  most  libraries 
or  to  their  readers.  Like  some  speakers,  they 
are  too  much  for  the  occasion. 

A  good  bibliography  can,  in  most  cases, 
only  be  made  from  the  books  themselves :  the 
labor  of  its  preparation  is  almost  equal  to  that 
of  writing  a  critical  history  of  the  subject,  and 
therefore  the  first  question  in  considering  it  is, 
Where  are  the  books? 

One  session  of  this  meeting  is  to  be  devoted 
to  this  subject  of  Bibliography,  which  is  an 
important  one,  and  1  hope  that  the  papers  pre- 
sented, and  the  discussion  to  follow,  will  bring 
out  some  valuable  suggestions.  These  will  be 
especially  interesting  just  now  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  a  Bibliographical  Department  has 
been  proposed  as  one  of  the  special  lines  of 
work  for  the  recently  organized  Carnegie  Insti- 
tution, and  upon  the  scope  and  plan  proposed 
for  such  a  department  will  no  doubt  depend 
the  action  of  the  trustees  of  that  corpora- 
tion. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  bibliographies 
which  would  be  most  useful  for  reference  libra- 
ries and  those  engaged  in  research  work  can 
only  be  prepared  by  experts  in  the  different 
arts  and  sciences,  and  there  is  an  increasing 
demand  for  such  experts  in  the  large  reference 
libraries.  Just  now  there  are  places  for  three 
or  four  well  educated  engineers  who  have  the 
taste  and  the  training  required  to  enable  them 
to  do  much  needed  work  in  the  critical  bibli- 
ography of  their  art.  Every  great  reference 
library  needs  half  a  dozen  such  experts  in 
different  departments.     Where  are  they? 

In  considering  the  questions  as  to  the  kinds 
of  bibliographical  work  the  results  of  which 
would  be  most  useful  to  the  great  majority  of 
the  public  libraries  of  this  country  and  as  to 
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the  means  of  doing  such  work,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  is  best  that  it  should  be  done  under 
the  direction  of  the  Publishing  Board  of  this 
Association,  which  has  had  practical  experi- 
ence in  this  line,  and  will  always  be  well  in- 
formed as  to  the  needs  of  such  libraries. 

This  opinion  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Carnegie,  with  the  suggestion  that  he 
should  give  to  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion a  special  fund,  the  income  of  which  should 
be  applied  to  the  preparation  and  publication 
of  such  reading  lists,  indexes,  and  other  bib- 
liographical and  library  aids  as  would  be  spe- 
cially useful  in  the  circulating  libraries  of  this 
country.  The  main  part  of  the  income  would 
be  expended  in  employing  competent  persons 
to  prepare  the  lists,  indexes,  etc.,  and  to  read 
proofs.  The  cost  of  paper  and  printing  would 
be  met  by  sales  to  the  libraries.  It  was  rep- 
resented that  such  a  gift  would  be  wisely  ad- 
ministered by  the  Publishing  Board  of  the 
Association,  and  that  the  results  would  be  of 
great  value  in  promoting  the  circulation  of 
the  best  books. 

In  response  to  this  suggestion  a  check  for 
$100,000  was  sent  to  me  as  '*  a  donation  for 
the  preparation  and  publication  of  reading  lists, 
indexes,  and  other  bibliographical  and  literary 
aids  as  per  (your)  letter  of  March  14th."  I 
shall  take  great  pleasure  in  turning  over  this 
money  if  the  Association  accepts  it  for  the 
purposes  and  under  the  conditions  stated.  It 
is  a  unique  gift  from  a  unique  man,  who  de- 
serves our  best  thanks. 

To  diminish  or  destroy  desires  in  the  indi- 
vidual man  is  the  object  of  one  form  of  Orien- 
tal philosophy  and  of  several  forms  of  religion, 
the  result  hoped  for  being  the  doing  away  with 
anxiety,  discontent,  and  fear,  and  the  passive 
acceptance  of  what  is  and  of  what  is  to  come. 

Our  work  follows  an  opposite  plan ;  the 
library  aims  to  stimulate  and  increase  desire 
as  well  as  to  satisfy  it,  and  the  general  ten- 
dency of  the  free  circulating  library,  as  of 
public  education,  is  to  increase  discontent 
rather  than  to  diminish  it.  A  competent  libra- 
rian will  be  dissatisfied  during  most  of  his 
working  hours,  —  he  will  want  more  books,  or 
more  readers,  or  more  room,  or  a  better  loca- 


tion, or  more  assistants,  or  means  to  pay  better 
salaries,  or  all  these  things  together.  Some 
readers  also  will  usually  be  dissatisfied  with  the 
library  because  of  its  deficiencies  in  books,  or 
because  of  some  books  which  it  has,  or  because 
the  librarian  is  not  sufficiently  attentive  or  is 
too  attentive,  or  because  of  the  hours,  or  the 
excess  or  want  of  heat  or  ventilation,  or 
because  of  other  readers.  All  this  is  an 
almc^t  necessary  part  of  the  business ;  if 
neither  the  librarian  nor  the  readers  are  dissat- 
isfied, the  library  is  probably  dying,  or  dead. 
But  there  is  a  discontent  which  is  stimulating 
and  leads  to  something,  and  there  is  a  discon- 
tent which  is  merely  indicative  of  disease,  a 
grumbling  discontent,  which  resembles  the 
muscular  twitchings  which  occur  in  some  cases 
of  paralysis.  A  pessimist  has  been  defined  as 
a  person  who,  having  a  choice  of  two  evils,  is 
so  anxious  to  be  right  that  he  takes  both. 
Don't  be  a  pessimist.  Life  is  short  and  art  is 
long ;  you  can  earn  your  halos  without  making 
your  library  perfect,  but  halos  are  not  to  be 
had  by  waiting  for  them,  nor,  as  a  rule,  by 
hunting  for  them.  It  will  make  very  little  dif- 
ference to  you  fifty  years  hence  whether  you 
got  your  halo  or  not,  or  whether  it  was  a  plain 
ring  halo  or  something  solid,  but  it  may  make 
a  great  deal  of  difference  to  some  of  the  men 
and  women  of  that  time,  who  are  now  coming 
to  your  children's  reading  rooms,  as  to  whether 
you  have  deserved  one  or  not.  Each  of  you 
and  each  of  your  libraries  is  a  thread  in  the 
warp  of  the  wonderful  web  now  passing  through 
the  loom  of  time,  but  a  living  thread  is  not  al- 
together dependent  on  the  shuttle  of  circum- 
stance. It  is  wise  to  try  to  know  something 
of  the  pattern  and  to  guess  at  some  of  the 
problems  of  to-morrow,  but  in  the  meantime 
we  may  not  fold  our  hands  and  wait  because 
we  do  not  see  clearly  the  way  we  are  to  go. 
We  must  do  our  best  to  meet  the  plain  de- 
mands of  to-day,  bearing  in  mind  the  warning 
of  Ecclesiastes,  **  He  that  observeth  the  wind 
shall  not  sow,  and  he  that  regardeththe  clouds 
shall  not  reap.  .  .  .  In  the  morning  sow 
thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening  withhold  not 
thine  hand,  for  thou  knowest  not  which  shall 
prosper,  whether  this  or  that." 
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ORGANIZATION   AND   ADMINISTRATION   OF   UNIVERSITY   LIBRARIES. 
By  Anderson  H.  Hopkins,  Assistant  Librarian,  The  John  Crerar  Library^  Chicago^  Jil. 


I  £T  me  speak  to  you  to-day  not  merely  as 
librarians,  but  as  educators ;  as  members  of 
a  great  and  growing  though  somewhat  form- 
less body  devoted  to  both  the  conservation 
and  the  advancement  of  learning ;  as  members 
whose  duties,  while  perhaps  mainly  adminis- 
trative in  character,  are  not  without  a  tutorial 
side.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say  edu- 
cationists, rather  than  educators,  if  thereby 
the  meaning  is  made  more  clear.  My  object 
in  thus  hailing  you  is  to  indicate  our  view- 
point and  enable  us  to  enter  upon  the  theme 
in  its  broader  aspects  and  with  widest  sym- 
pathy. 

I  believe  that  no  one  who  has  given  the 
subject  unprejudiced  consideration  will  deny 
that  long  strides  have  been  taken  in  educa- 
tional theory  and  practice  within  the  last  few 
decades.  As  a  result  of  these  movements 
demand  is  made  upon  us  in  the  name  of  reason 
that  within  the  memory  of  men  yet  young  was 
undreamt  of.  You  who  sit  before  me  are  in 
part  responsible  for  this  demand  because  you 
and  your  predecessors  have  helped  to  create 
it.  Therefore  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  that 
you  shall  help  to  meet  such  rational  demand 
and  satisfy  its  cravings.  These  cravings  can 
be  satisfied  so  far  as  university  libraries  are 
concerned  only  by  certain  necessary  changes 
in  organization,  administration,  and  scope  im- 
peratively called  for  by  the  new  education. 

If  in  the  course  of  my  argument  some  of  the 
things  said  seem  harsh,  I  beg  that  you  will 
understand  that  there  is  neither  harshness  nor 
animosity  in  them  by  any  intent  of  mine.  I 
am  not  now,  and  have  not  been  for  some  six 
or  seven  years  past,  engaged  in  university  li- 
brary work.  For  twice  as  many  years,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  a  favorite  study  with  me  and 
the  sense  of  detachment  arising  from  occupa- 
tion in  another  kind  of  library  work  —  a  sense 
amounting  almost  to  aloofness  —  enables  me 


to  examine  the  field  with  a  clarity  of  vision 
that  otherwise  might  be  lacking.  This  sense 
of  detachment  may  have  betrayed  me  into  a 
greater  freedom  of  speech  than  is  permissible 
under  the  circumstances  —  but  I  hope  this  is 
not  the  fact. 

We  all  admit,  with  what  of  cheer  we  may, 
that  there  are  many  things  we  do  not  know 
and  therefore  cannot  make  positive  state- 
ments about,  but  in  the  same  breath  we  may 
assert  that  there  are  some  things  we  do  know 
and  are  entitled  to  speak  of  with  convictioiL 
It  is  with  this  attitude  that  I  have  made  posi- 
tive statements  concerning  certain  phases  of 
the  organization  and  administratioa  of  uni- 
versity libraries.  If  the  form  in  which  I  have 
couched  my  message  seems  dogmatic,  let  me 
explain  it  at  once  by  saying  that  the  positive 
form  of  statement  was  chosen  deliberately  after 
having  made  an  examination  of  the  records  as 
printed  of  the  College  Section  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  This  choice  was  not 
made  through  a  wish  either  to  be  or  to  seem 
dogmatic,  but  because  in  that  retrospective 
look  my  eye  was  impressed  —  not  to  say  op- 
pressed —  by  the  vagueness  and  formlessness 
of  a  sea  of  woulds  and  shoulds  that  stretched 
awav  into  the  dim  distance.  I  therefore  chose 
the  positive  rather  than  the  conditional  form 
of  statement  as  a  medium  for  the  expression 
of  the  ideas  and  opinions  which  I  place  before 
you  and  for  which  I  ask  your  open-minded 
consideration,  not  merely  as  librarians,  but  as 
earnest  students  of  educational  matters. 

Tearing  down  is  much  easier  than  building 
up,  we  are  often  told.  I  have  therefore  sought 
not  to  destroy,  but  to  transform ;  and  I  trust 
that  for  every  statement  which  you  may  re- 
gard as  iconoclastic,  in  what  follows,  you  may 
at  least  find  another  which  may  be  regarded 
as  having  a  constructive  character. 

Let  it  be  stated  at  the  outset  that  this  dis- 
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cussion  is  confined  strictly  to  the  phenomena 
of  the  American  university,  or,  more  exactly, 
that  it  does  not  include  a  consideration  of  any 
set  of  university  conditions  other  than  those 
actually  existent  or  nascent  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  This  device  lessens  the 
scope  of  the  subject,  but  even  thus  abridged  it 
is  so  extensive  that  nothing  more  than  a  sketch 
can  be  presented  within  the  necessary  limits. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  present  a  defi- 
nition of  that  indefinite  but  surely  growing 
thing,  the  American  university,  —  and  I  shall 
not  do  so.  Others  have  already  done  that 
very  well  indeed,  and  a  deal  of  nonsense  has 
been  uttered  about  it  beside.  But  for  the 
present  purpose  the  word  **  university"  is  used 
to  mean  an  institution  of  the  higher  learning 
maintained  for  the  furtherance  of  education 
and  research.  It  is  not  intended  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  even  this  definition.  It  is 
merely  a  definition,  a  finger-board,  pointing 
out  the  direction  the  argument  is  to  take. 

Universities  consist  essentially  of  two  or- 
ganized bodies  with  their  auxiliary  equipments. 
These  two  bodies  may  be  called,  for  want  of 
better  names,  the  Board  of  Trust  and  the 
Faculties.  This  discussion  has  to  do  with 
both  of  these  bodies,  because  its  specific  sub- 
ject forms  an  essential  part  of  each  of  them, 
and  because  the  relations  of  the  library  with 
the  Board  of  Trust  ought  not  to  be  less  firm 
and  close  than  with  the  Faculties,  although 
the  ramifications  will  be  wider  and  more  intri- 
cate with  the  Faculties.  I  shall  try  to  illus- 
trate this  idea  later,  and  ask  to  have  it  borne 
in  mind  with  particularity. 

The  argument  does  not  require  that  the 
organization  of  the  Board  of  Trust  be  entered 
into  at  this  time,  but  with  the  Faculties  the 
case  is  different. 

Because  the  Faculties  have  the  work  of  in- 
struction and  of  research  in  immediate  charge, 
they  are  often  thought  of  and  spoken  of  as  the 
university.  At  this  point  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  use  the  term  in  that  narrower  sense, 
but  for  the  sake  of  clearness  let  it  be  avoided 
even  at  the  cost  of  circumlocution. 

That  body  with  its  natural  auxiliaries,  then. 


that  body  called  the  Faculties  and  having  in 
immediate  charge  the  work  of  instruction  and 
research,  consists  of  numerous  parts  the  names 
of  which  are  yet  more  numerous  and  confusing, 
namely:  the  college,  the  school,  the  library, 
the  laboratory,  the  museum,  the  gymnasium, 
the  shop,  etc.  But  all  these,  when  considered 
with  regard  to  their  essential  functions,  group 
into  classes  of  departments  few  in  number. 
These  are  the  school,  the  library,  and,  pos- 
sibly, the  museum.  If  you  ask  what  has 
become  of  the  others  I  answer  that  they  are 
each  and  every  one  either  merely  one  of  these 
last  or  else  a  part  of  one  of  them.  If  you  find 
it  impossible  to  assent  to  this  view  there  is 
greater  trouble  to  follow,  because  the  position 
which  I  prefer  to  take  is  that  they  reduce  to 
two,  instead  of  three,  and  that  these  two  are 
the  school  and  the  library. 

It  is  not  held  that  these  are  the  best  names 
for  the  departments  under  consideration,  nor 
even  that  they  are  good  names.  Indeed,  I 
fear  that  the  last  is  no  longer  a  good  name  for 
its  department  —  and  will  tell  you  why  without 
much  delay. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  Faculties,  considered 
as  a  body,  and  their  auxiliary  equipments. 
Now  a  school  or  college  is  one  of  these  aux- 
iliary equipments  of  the  Faculties  considered 
as  a  body.  In  turn  a  laboratory  is  one  of  the 
equipments  of  a  school.  And,  in  like  manner, 
we  may  go  on  through  the  list  until  my  posi- 
tion is  justified,  and  no  difficulty  arises  until 
the  library  and  the  museum  are  reached.  The 
museum  is  often  regarded  as  a  laboratory,  but 
there  is  a  difference  which  may  be  made  clear 
perhaps  by  considering  the  dissimilarity  of 
their  contents.  The  materials  of  education 
and  research,  which  may  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  auxiliary  equipment  of  the  Facul- 
ties, falls  roughly  into  two  classes  according 
as  it  may  or  may  not  be  used  repeatedly.  The 
first  of  these  let  us  call  the  **  permanent 
material  of  education  "  and  the  second  *  •  sup- 
plies." Most  of  the  material  of  a  museum  falls 
into  the  first  class,  while  most  of  that  of  the 
laboratory  falls  into  the  second  class. 

The  Faculties,  in  the  course  of  their  develop- 
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ment,  need  and  have  accumulated  vast  stores 
of  the  permanent  material  of  education.  This 
.consists  of  books,  maps,  charts,  manuscripts, 
photographs,  lantern  slides,  drawings,  statu- 
ary, paintings,  and  specimens  of  sorts  innu- 
merable, representing  all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world.  The  whole  of  this  falls  into  the  one 
category  which  I  have  called  the  **  permanent 
material  of  education  and  research  .^^ 

Economic  administration  calls  for  classifica- 
tion. Classification  is  putting  like  things  to- 
gether. It  is  not  a  long  step  to  find  that  the 
museum  logically  goes  to  (not  with)  the  library 
rather  than  with  the  laboratory.  The  two 
things,  namely,  library  and  museum,  cover  the 
same  field  more  or  less  exactly.  The  differ- 
ence is  more  one  of  form  of  content  than  of 
the  content  itself.  The  museum  contains  the 
text  and  the  librar)'  its  commentary.  If  the 
museum  is  to  go  with  instead  of  to  the  library, 
then  it  must  be  erected  into  another  depart- 
ment co-extensive  with  the  university.  But 
this  would  not  be  economic  administration. 
The  museum  should  go  to  the  library  and  not 
the  library  to  the  museum,  because  organiza- 
tion in  libraries  is  so  much  further  advanced 
than  in  museums  that  the  needs  of  both  will 
be  best  served  by  this  arrangement.  But  then 
the  library  must  be  no  longer  a  mere  **  book- 
ery,"  as  its  present  name  suggests,  and  classifi- 
cation is  something  else  than  what  is  com- 
monly called  by  that  name  in  libraries  nowa- 
davs. 

This,  then,  is  the  ideal  to  be  sought.  Coa- 
lesce the  library  and  the  museum.  Bind  them 
together  in  the  closest  possible  relation.  Let 
them  be  no  longer  a  library  and  a  museum, 
but  an  entity,  a  living  organism  whose  two 
parts  are  as  vital  to  each  other  as  are  flesh  to 
bone  and  bone  to  flesh.  But  do  not  mix  them. 
A  mixture  is  not  an  organism.  Bone  and  flesh 
do  not  mix  while  vitality  remains  —  nor  do 
they  separate  while  vitality  remains. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  uni- 
versity library  organization  and  the  more  im- 
mediate subject  under  discussion. 

In  the  foregoing  introduction,  without  hav- 
ing said  it  in  words,  the  university,  considered 


in  relation  to  its  ultimate  work,  has  been  heki 
to  have  two  aspects  voiced  respectively  by  the 
two  bodies  comprising  it.  These  two  aspects 
are  the  External  or  general  governmental  voiced 
by  the  Board  of  Trust,  and  the  Internal  or 
immediate  administrative  voiced  by  the  Facul- 
ties. 

For  convenience,  in  the  consideration  of  the 
university  library  which  is  to  follow,  I  shall 
choose  to  regard  it  aLso  in  these  dual  aspects 
because  I  shall  hold  what  I  have  before  im- 
plied, namely,  that  it  is  clearly  co-exteosive 
with  the  university  not  merely  in  the  narrower 
sense  defined  by  the  Faculties,  but  in  its  broad- 
est sense.  It  touches  closely  every  interest  of 
the  university  in  its  minutest  ramifications  — 
otherwise  it  is  not  the  kind  of  library  now 
under  consideration. 

Before  going  further  I  would  like  to  have 
understood  clearly  the  force  of  the  term  ••  co- 
extensive "  as  just  applied  to  the  university 
library.  Of  course  1  do  not  mean  that  it  is 
the  university,  nor  that  it  does,  or  can  do, 
the  work  of  the  university,  nor  that  it  is 
greater  than  the  university,  nor  that  it  is  equal 
to  the  university.  But  I  do  mean  that  it  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  university,  without  which 
the  university  cannot  exist ;  that  it  is  as  loog 
and  as  broad  though  not  as  deep  as  the  uni- 
versity, and  that  the  university  contains  no 
other  department  save  itself  which  has  these 
attributes. 

Then  the  government  of  the  university 
library  reproduces  in  miniature  the  main  feat- 
ures of  the  government  of  the  university  its^- 
This  statement  may  be  taken  as  a  basic  princi- 
ple.    Upon  it  is  built  the  structure  I  submit. 

The  library  has  an  external  and  an  internal 
administration  and  each  of  these  has  a  breadth 
corresponding  to  its  proper  functions. 

The  external  administration  falls  naturally 
into  three  groups.     These  groups  form 

I.  The  directorate. 

II.  Faculty  representation. 

III.  Representation  of  the  Board  of  Tnist 
The  first  of  these,  the  directorate,  is  the  ex- 
ternal governing  board  having  actual  charge  of 
the  library  and  its  policies.     It  properly  con- 
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sists  of  three,  and  three  only.  These  three 
are 

(fl.)   President  of  the  university. 

(^.)   President  of  the  Board  of  Trust. 

(^.)    Head  of  the  library. 

This  statement  is  intended  to  mirror  the  nor- 
mal state  of  things  and  must  vary  slightly  with 
variations  in  the  government  of  the  university. 
To  make  my  meaning  more  clear  it  may  be 
said  that  in  outlining  the  typical  university  I 
took  no  note  of  such  a  body,  for  instance,  as 
the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  University, 
because  it  is  not  essential  to  the  conception  of 
the  type.  In  the  same  way  when  I  state  that 
the  external  governing  board  of  the  university 
library  consists  of  the  foregoing  three  officers, 
I  have  not  assumed  that  the  President  of  the 
university  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trust  are  one  and  the  same  person.  Such  a 
case,  of  course,  requires  a  solution,  which, 
however,  is  easily  found  in  the  election  by  the 
Board  of  Trust  of  a  representative  from  among 
its  members.  The  essential  points  are,  first, 
that  the  external  directorate  of  the  university 
library  shall  exist;  second,  that  it  be  con- 
structed substantially  as  indicated ;  and  third, 
that  its  purposes  will  be  best  conserved  if  it 
consists  of  three  persons  and*  these  the  three 
named. 

A  conspicuous  lack  of  the  element  supplied 
by  this  form  of  directorate  is  the  prime  cause 
of  much  of  the  inefficiency  generally  charge- 
able to  the  university  libraries  of  this  country. 
And  if  it  is  not  known  to  you  it  ought  to  be 
that  there  is  no  other  one  class  of  large  libra- 
ries in  the  land  that  as  a  class  is  so  generally 
and  so  hopelessly  behind  the  times  as  are  the 
university  and  college  libraries.  One  of  the 
gravest  faults  in  the  organization  of  university 
libraries  is  usually  found  here.  It  is  common 
to  see  the  functions  of  the  directorate  usurped 
by  a  committee  from  the  Faculties.  So  serious 
and  so  far-reaching  is  the  effect  of  this  error 
that  I  am  led  to  urge  upon  you  a  statement  so 
pungent  that  it  may  awaken  resentment.  Nev- 
ertheless I  am  convinced  that  to  commit  the 
policies  of  the  university  library  to  a  committee 
elected   from   and    by   the   Faculties,    or  ap- 


pointed from  the  Faculties,  is  to  start  the 
library  if  not  on  the  downward  path  then  on 
the  path  to  comparative  mediocrity.  It  is  es- 
sentially, radically,  wrong  and  cannot  be 
righted  except  by  undoing. 

I  cannot  here  enter  into  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  reasons  for  the  position  taken,  but  be- 
cause this  is  a  point  of  deep  interest  to  all 
concerned  and  peculiarly  apt  at  causing  heart- 
burnings, I  must  ask  you  to  permit  its  discus- 
sion at  a  length  which  may,  to  those  not 
concerned,  seem  disproportionate. 

It  is  conceivable  that  the  Faculties,  or  more 
likely  the  professors,  may  consider  themselves 
aggrieved  or  even  attacked  by  the  assumption 
of  such  a  position,  but  that  attitude  is  not 
tenable,  as  it  is  only  the  system,  if  system  it 
may  be  called,  that  is  attacked.  The  position 
does  not  argue  the  moral  obliquity  of  the  pro- 
fessor nor  of  the  Faculties,  but  it  does  point 
with  significant  finger  to  the  fact  that  the  in- 
dividual personal  interests  of  the  professor  as 
head  of  his  immediate  department  clash  with 
those  of  the  library  as  a  whole,  and  tend  to 
make  him  not  an  impartial  judge  or  counsellor. 

There  seems  to  be  some  peculiar  element  in 
ordinary  professorial  duties  that  militates 
against  the  administrative  feiculty  and  that  too 
frequently  blunts  it  or  that  even  totally  de- 
stroys it.  Now,  the  head  of  the  university 
library  must  be  first  of  all  an  administrator-^ 
this  without  prejudice  to  either  his  breadth  or 
depth  of  scholarship  —  and  it  is  not  more  than 
fair  to  him  that  he  should  have  associated  with 
him  in  the  management  of  his  department 
others  who  are  also  administrators. 

The  accuracy  of  the  statement  about  the 
administrative  faculty  among  professors  is 
easily  enough  verified  in  our  universities  and  it 
is  not  uttered  in  derogation  of  a  noble  body  of 
men.  I  recall  an  incident  that  occurred  many 
years  since  which  will  perhaps  be  illustrative. 
A  student  was  one  day  busy  in  the  book-stack 
of  the  university  library  when  his  attention 
was  attracted  by  the  curious  actions  of  a  pro- 
fessor of  the  highest  standing  who  was  also 
busy  in  an  adjoining  aisle  between  the  stacks. 
The  professor  was  upon  his  knees  in  the  aisle. 
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The  light  fell  gently  upon  the  silvery  hair 
crowning  his  uncovered  head.  In  his  hand  he 
held  a  volume  and  with  upturned  eyes  he 
seemed  anxiously  searching  for  the  proper 
place  in  which  to  put  the  book  which  he  was 
returning  to  the  shelf  after  having  examined  it. 
He  carefully  put  the  volume  into  an  opening 
which  seemed  about  the  right  size,  but  it  did 
not  quite  fit.  So  he  timidly  withdrew  the 
book  and  continued  his  search  on  the  adjacent 
shelves  until  he  found  a  hole  that  the  volume 
seemed  to  fit  more  exactly — and  there  he  left 
it.  For  thirty-five  long  years  he  had  trod 
these  halls,  had  studied  and  had  taught,  but 
had  not  yet  learned  the  use  of  a  shelf-mark  of 
a  simple  description.  You  need  not  smile  — 
far  less  laugh.  He  was  a  kindly  and  a  cul- 
tured gentleman ;  a  refined  and  scholarly  man ; 
and  if  I  should  speak  his  name  to  you  every 
head  would  bow  in  assent.  For  all  these 
years  with  ever-growing  respect  his  voice  had 
been  heard  touching  all  that  classic  memory 
holds  dear;  his  pen  had  made  his  name 
revered  in  language  and  in  art ;  and  when  his 
artistic  soul  bade  his  nimble  fingers  make  the 
music  that  he  loved  so  well  the  ears  of  those 
who  heard  him  were  delighted  and  their  hearts 
were  touched.  And  when  at  last  the  word  was 
passed  that  he  was  dead  more  than  one  man 
who  never  had  the  great  privilege  of  sitting 
under  his  instruction,  but  to  whom  his  life 
had  been,  and  yet  is,  an  inspiration  went  in 
heaviness  to  look  upon  his  dead  face  and  pay 
high  tribute. 

With  one  other  brief  illustration  of  a  differ- 
ent class  I  will  pass  on.  It  would  seem  a 
reasonable  thing  to  expect  that  a  university 
library,  whose  range  is  the  whole  field  of  litera- 
ture, would  arrange  the  apportionment  of  its 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  literature  in  accord- 
ance with  the  relative  productivity  of  the  dif- 
ferent fields  of  literature.  But  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  instance  in  which  this  is  done  when  the 
apportionment  is  controlled  by  a  Faculty  com- 
mittee. The  professorial  chair  is  the  unit 
instead.  I  am  aware  that  there  are  makeshifts 
provided  to  get  around  the  difficulty  —  but 
they  are  makeshifts ;  that  is  the  trouble.     It  is 


not  a  makeshift   administration   that   we  are 
seeking. 

All  this  does  not  mean,  however,  that  there 
should  be  no  library  committee  of  the  Facul- 
ties. That  would  be  perhaps  quite  as  great  a 
mistake  as  the  other. 

The  second  of  the  three  groups  named  abo\'e 
is  that  formed  by  the  library  committee  of  the 
Faculties ;  and  it  should  be  elected  from  and 
by  the  Faculties,  except  that  the  active  heads 
of  such  museums  —  or  of  such  departments  of 
the  university  as  have  museums  organically 
related  with  the  library  —  might  be  ex-offido 
members  of  the  committee.  Its  duties  are 
purely  advisory  and  the  number  of  members 
is  not  a  vital  matter ;  but  the  practical  neces- 
sity  for  an  active  working  committee  of  this 
kind  is  neither  to  be  overlooked  nor  minified. 

The  third  of  the  three  groups  is  the  library 
committee  of  the  Board  of  Trust.  It  is 
created  by  and  from  within  the  Board  and 
its  duties  are  to  provide  adequate  funds  for 
the  work  and  to  audit,  or  direct  the  auditing, 
of  their  expenditure.  This  closes  my  sketch 
of  the  external  aspect  of  the  library. 

Now  is  reached  that  point  in  my  discussion 
where  the  subject  opens  out  with  £ui-like 
sweep  into  infinite  detail.  As  I  touch  upon 
internal  administration,  however,  let  it  be 
remembered  that  I  am  speaking  to  past 
masters  in  the  craft  and  it  shall  be  my  aim 
to  avoid  detail. 

The  university  library  has  four  chief  func- 
tions. These  are  to  collect,  to  prepare,  to 
conserve,  and  to  distribute  the  permanent 
material  of  education  and  research.  To  these 
four  chief  functions  which  have  been  long 
recognized  others  may  be  added  that  will  not 
be  conceded  to  be  of  first  importance.  But 
there  is  one  which  I  would  like  to  see  added 
to  rank  with  these  and  that  is  the  creation  or 
production  of  the  permanent  material  of  edu- 
cation and  research.  Then  let  us  say  the 
university  library  has  five  chief  functions. 
These  are  to  collect,  to  prepare,  to  conserve, 
to  create,  and  to  distribute  the  permanent 
material  of  education  and  research.  You  nill 
be  quick  to  see  that  the  term  *«to  distribute" 
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has  taken  on  a  new  value.  Whereas  under 
the  old  statement  it  meant  little  more  than  to 
circulate  books,  under  the  new  statement  it 
means  also  to  publish  them.  In  other  words, 
the  university  press  becomes  a  part  of  the 
library. 

Of  course  this  recital  of  functions  is  more 
or  less  immediately  suggestive  of  the  lines 
into  which  the  staff  organization  must  fall. 
Aside  from  the  general  direction  of  the  whole 
internal  working  of  the  library,  each  of  these 
five  functions  calls  for  at  least  one  division 
chief;  and  some  of  them  may  be  so  divided 
or  inter-related  as  to  call  for  more  than  one. 
For  example,  *  *  to  collect  "  calls  for  a  chief 
of  purchase  division,  but  under  this  same  head 
must  be  provided  also  for  receipts.  With 
receipts,  however,  shipments  may  well  be 
allied  and  this  belongs  not  under  the  function 
•*  to  collect,"  but  instead  under  that  labelled 
••  to  distribute.''  Considerations  of  this  kind 
are  too  numerous  and  too  diverse  to  permit  of 
any  attempt  here  to  more  than  indicate  them 
by  some  such  instance  as  that  given,  but  when 
they  have  all  been  considered  it  is  found  that 
the  whole  work  may  be  conveniently  grouped 
under  one  head  with  about  eight  assistants  of 
rank.     The  organization  then  takes  this  form  : 

(a)    Head  of  the  Department. 

{b)  Secretary  of  the  Department  (who  may 
or  may  not  be  Vice  Head). 

{c)    Chief  of  Purchase  Division. 

{d)  Chief  of  Receipts  and  Shipments  Di- 
vision. 

{e)    Chief  of  Catalogue  Division. 

(/)    Chief  of  Inspection  Division. 

{£)     Chief  of  Reference  Division. 

(k)     Chief  of  Circulation  Division. 

(/)     Chief  of  Publication  Division. 

This  group  of  division  chiefs  forms  the  nat- 
ural advisory  body  for  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment so  far  as  the  purely  internal  workings  of 
the  library  are  concerned.  It  is  his  cabinet, 
so  to  speak.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  it  is 
logically  the  natural  and  proper  body  to  appor- 
tion the  book  fund. 

Beyond  this  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  go.  Of 
course  it  is  seen  at  a  glance  that  at  least  some 


of  these  divisions  call  for  subdivision  and  that 
all  call  for  a  number  of  assistants  of  lower 
grade.  For  instance,  classification  is  taken 
care  of  under  (^),  Catalogue  Division,  although 
it  might  well  be  erected  into  a  separate  divi- 
sion with  its  own  chief,  particularly  if  the 
museum  becomes  a  part  of  the  library  and 
classification  is  thereby  raised  in  the  way  in- 
dicated at  an  earlier  point  in  this  discussion. 
In  like  manner  binding  and  repairing  are  here 
included  under  (/),  Inspection  Division,  and 
supplies  under  (^),  Purchase  Division,  but 
these  are  matters  of  detail  and  are  not  particu- 
larly difficult  of  treatment  if  the  object  is 
the  administration  of  a  library  merely  as  a 
«•  bookery." 

But  I  wish  to  speak  to  you  for  a  moment  on 
a  wider  and  a  deeper  topic  —  the  coalescence  of 
the  library  and  the  museum  ;  the  union  of  the 
commentary  with  its  text.  Let  me  first  enter 
vigorous  protest  against  a  false  conception  of 
the  scope  and  relations  of  museums,  libraries, 
and  laboratories,  a  conception  which  seems  to 
have  been  gaining  ground  with  university 
presidents  and  with  professors  in  the  depart- 
ments of  learning  commonly  called  scientific. 
The  term  **  museum  "  has  been  so  often  applied 
to  unworthy  collections  that  it  has  fallen  into 
some  disrepute  with  scientific  workers  and  the 
term  **  laboratory  "  has  been  magnified  by  them 
to  fill  not  only  its  own  right  and  proper  place, 
but  also  that  of  the  older  and  better  name  for 
the  institution.  There  has  been  much  loose 
talk  to  the  effect  that  the  library  is  a  labora- 
tory. The  truth  is  that  it  is  nothing  of  the 
sort ;  and  statements  to  such  effect  are  based 
upon  a  misconception.  It  is  true  that  certain 
laboratory  and  museum  methods  may  be  used 
in  the  library  to  great  advantage  and  should 
be  used  there;  but  the  truth  stops  at  that 
point.  In  brief,  the  laboratory  is  to  the 
museum  what  the  departmental  library  is  to 
the  university  library.  I  have  elsewhere 
entered  more  fully  into  the  proper  functions  of 
the  museum  and  will  not  here  take  your  time 
for  a  more  elaborate  statement. 

We  know  that  the  museum  in  this  country 
is  now  chiefly  a  show-place,  at  its  best,  when 
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in  truth  it  ought  to  be  the  touch-stone  of 
vital  growth.  Th©  difference  in  development 
between  the  library  and  the  museum  has  been 
pointed  out  with  friendly  hand  by  Dr.  A.  B. 
Meyer/  of  Dresden,  in  his  recent  monograph 
**  On  the  Museums  of  the  Eastern  Part  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  Three  statements 
in  his  preface  to  Part  I.  struck  me  with  partic- 
ular force  in  this  connection.  These  are  to 
the  effect  that  in  the  United  States  libraries 
and  museums  are  not  always  sharply  divided  ; 
that,  aside  from  this,  libraries  are  on  a  higher 
plane  of  development  than  are  museums  ;  and 
that,  in  general,  the  museum  in  its  essentials 
there  stands  upon  a  higher  level  than  the 
European.  In  his  phrase  •*  aside  from  this" 
it  seems  to  be  implied  that  the  library  and 
museum  should  be  kept  sharply  separated.  I 
cannot  assent  to  this  general  proposition,  how- 
ever. The  vitality  desired  for  the  museum 
can  be  had  only  by  its  union  with  the  library 
so  that  the  book  and  the  specimen  illustrate 

1  Ueber  Museen  des  Ostens  der  Vereinigten  Staaten  von 
Nord  Amerika.  Reisestudien  von  A.  B.  Meyer,  Director 
des  Konigl.  Zoologischen  und  Anthropologisch-£thno> 
graphischen  Museums  zu  Dresden. 


each  other,  so  that  text  and  commentary  are 
side  by  side,  not  merely  for  the  earnest  student, 
but  even  for  the  casual  inquirer.  In  thus 
vitalizing  the  museum  the  library  need  lose 
none  of  its  vigor.  Nor  will  it  if  only  the 
problem  is  grasped  intelligently  and  with 
strength.  The  beginning  of  the  work  is 
neither  difficult  nor  complicated  and  begin- 
nings have  been  made  already  sufficient  to 
demonstrate  the  worth  of  the  plan.  A  care- 
fully arranged  set  of  references  between  the 
two  things,  the  book  and  the  specimen,  paves 
the  way  and  is  of  untold  value  ;  but  before  the 
whole  work  can  be  done  there  is  one  huge 
unsolved  problem  that  must  be  faced  and  that 
is  classification  —  not  merely  of  books,  but  of 
things.  I  will  not  quarrel  with  you  over  classi- 
fication. I  am  not  looking  for  a  perfect 
scheme  of  classification.  The  thing  to  he 
sought  is  a  rational  plan  whereby  the  various 
classifications  now  in  use  in  different  sciences  . 
may  be  unified  or  brought  into  a  working  rela- 
tion with  each  other  and  with  book  classifica- 
tion. Here  is  a  fruitful  field.  Who  will  enter 
it? 


INCIDENTS    IN    THE    HISTORY    OF   THE    BOSTON    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

By  James  Lyman  Whitney,  Librarian, 


lUST   now  the  University  of  Oxford  is  pre- 
paring to  commemorate  the  three  hundredth 
anniversary    of  the   opening   of  Sir   Thomas 
Bodley's  Library. 

Beside  this  ancient  institution,  American 
libranes  may  seem  but  infants,  whose  career 
is  hardly  worth  commemorating.  And  yet  I 
love  to  think  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  as 
really  dating  back  to  some  indefinite,  misty 
period  of  time,  of  which  the  exact  record  has 
not  been  found. 

For  we  know  that  there  are  vague  and  puz- 
zling allusions  some  two  hundred  and  forty 
years  ago  to  a  Public  Library  as  existing  at 
Boston.  One  is  found  in  the  Prince  collection 
deposited  in  the  Boston  Public  Librarj-,  in  a 


copy  in  manuscript  of  the  will  of  the  Reverend 
John  Oxenbridge,  pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Boston.  It  is  dated  <*  Boston  in  New-Eng- 
land, the  12  day  of  the  first  month  1673-4." 
The  will  begins,  **  I  John  Oxenbridge,  a  Sony 
Man  less  than  the  least  of  all  the  mercies  and 
Servants  of  Christ,  am  the  most  weak  and 
worthless  creature,"  and,  after  the  disposal  of 
much  worldly  estate  —  silver  and  many  gold 
rings  —  for  one  so  humble  and  dejected,  be- 
queaths *•  To  the  publick  Library  in  Boston 
or  elsewhere  as  my  Executrix  and  Oversecre 
shall  judge  best,  Augustins  works  in  6  volumes, 
the  Century-s  in  8  volumes,  the  Catalogue  of 
Oxford  Library,  Trithemius  catalogue  of  Ec- 
clesiastick  writers,  also  Parens'  works  in  2  vol- 
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umes,  Pineda  upon  Job  in  2  volumes,  Euclid^s 
Geometry,  Willet  on  Leviticus,  Davenant  on 
the  Colossians." 

In  the  Boston  Athenaeum  is  a  copy  of  Sam- 
uel Mathers  **  Testimony  from  the  Scripture 
against  Idolatry  &  Superstition  ^*  thought  to 
be  printed  at  > Cambridge,  Mass.,  by  Samuel 
Green  in  1670.  It  bears  the  manuscript  in- 
scription **fforthe  publike  Library  at  Boston 

1674." 

Of  Robert  Keayne,  first  commander  of  the 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company, 
every  Boston  person  has  heard,  and  of  the  Town 
House  to  which  he  contributed  most  liberally. 
By  his  lengthy  will  he  provided  that  the  pro- 
posed Town  House  should  contain  a  **  conven- 
ient roome  for  a  Library  &  a  gallery  or  some 
other  handsome  roome  for  the  Elders  to  meete 
in  and  conferr  together,"  and  that  it  receive  as 
a  beginning  **  such  of  my  Divinitie  bpokes  and 
Comentanes,  and  of  my  written  sermon  bookes 
or  of  any  others  of  them  as  they  shall  thinke 
profitable  and  usefiill  for  such  a  Library  (not 
simply  for  show,  but  properly  for  use),  they 
being  all  English,  none  Lattine  or  Greeke." 

A  rather  uninviting  foundation  for  a  public 
library,  one  would  say,  yet  not  unhke  the  be- 
ginnings of  other  American  libraries  at  the 
time.  Of  the  books  given  by  John  Harvard  to 
the  librarj'  at  Cambridge,  sixty-two  per  cent, 
consisted  of  theological  books,  while  of  the 
foundation  books  of  Yale  College,  given  by  the 
little  company  of  ministers  at  Branford,  nearly 
all  were  theological  works,  and,  strange  to  say, 
•*  there  was  not  .a  single  volume  relating  to 
classical  literature  or  the  sciences."  And  pub- 
lic libraries  of  the  time  were  not  less  gloomy. 
The  chief  possession  of  the  Town  Library  of 
Concord,  Mass.,  in  1672,  was  "The  Bookes 
of  Marters "  which  the  selectmen  were  in- 
structed to  keep  from  abusive  usage  and  not 
lend  to  persons  for  more  than  one  month  at  a 
time.  Even  at  a  much  later  date  a  similar 
state  of  things  existed.  Franklin  in  his  Auto- 
biography says,  **  My  father's  little  library  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  books  in  polemic  divinity, 
most  of  which  I  read,  and  have  since  often 
regretted  that,  at  a  time  when  I  had  such  a 


thirst  for  knowledge,  more  proper  books  had 
not  fiallen  in  my  way,  since  it  was  now  resolved 
I  should  not  be  a  clergyman." 

From  the  records  of  the  Selectmen  we  learn 
that  Mr.  John  Barnard,  Junr.,  was  **  desired  to 
make  a  Cattalogue  of  all  the  books  belonging 
to  the  Town  Liberary  and  to  Lodge  the  Same 
in  ye  sd  Liberary,"  and  later  that  **  haveing  at 
the  request  of  the  Select  men  Set  the  Towns 
Liberary  in  good  order,  he  is  allowed  for  sd 
Service  two  of  those  books  of  which  there  are 
in  ye  sd  Liberary  two  of  a  Sort."  » 

Richard  Chiswell,  an  eminent  bookseller  of 
London,  writing  to  Increase  Mather  at  Boston, 
Feb.  16,  1676-7,  says,  **I  have  sent  a  few 
books  to  Mr.  Usher  without  order,  which  I 
put  in  to  fill  up  the  Cask.  You  may  see  them 
at  his  shop,  &  I  hope  may  help  some  of  them 
off  his  hands,  by  recommending  them  to  your 
publike  Library."  * 

This  Library  is  elsewhere  alluded  to  as  be- 
ing at  the  East  End  of  the  Town  House,  and 
whatever  it  may  have  been  it  was  probably 
the  foundation  of  that  accumulation  of  ancient 
books  whose  destruction  was  mentioned  at  the 
time  of  the  burning   of  the   Town   House  in 

1747.' 

Here  we  lose  all  trace  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library  for  a  long  time  to  come.  May  not  its 
foundation  have  been  laid  again  only  perhaps 
to  be  overthrown  in  the  troublous  times  which 
culminated  in  the  siege  of  Boston  ? 

Elsewhere,  as  we  pass  over  into  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  the  mists  seem  to  clear  away  and 
numerous  libraries  are  seen.  We  are  told  that 
twenty-nine  existed'  at  the  eve  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  while  none  of  them  answers  to  a 
public  library  as  we  understand  it,  they  may 
fairly  be  called  in  some  sort  such.^ 

A  foreigner  visiting  this  country  at  this  time 
presents  this  roseate  view:  *•  In  many  towns, 
and  in  every  city,  they  have  publick  libraries. 

1  nth  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners  ot  the  City 
of  Boston.    Record  of  Boston  Selectmen,  1701  to  1715. 

*  \Vinsor*s  Memorial  History  of  Boston,  i.,  501 ;  Mass. 
Historical  Society  Collections,  4th  series,  viii.,  576. 

*  Winsor's  Memorial   History  of  Boston;  Massachu- 
setts Magazine,  vol.  a,  p.  467,  August,  1791. 

*  Winsor's  Memorial  History  of  Boston,  iv.,  aSi. 
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Not  a  tradesman  but  will  find  time  to  read. 
He  acquires  knowledge  imperceptibly.  He 
is  amused  with  voyages  and  travels,  and  be- 
comes acquainted  with  the  geography,  customs, 
and  commerce  of  other  countries.  He  reads 
political  disquisitions,  and  learns  the  great 
outlines  of  his  rights  as  a  man  and  as  a  citi- 
zen.    .  .   ."* 

From  this  time  on  many  libraries  were 
established  in  Boston,  by  learned  societies, 
and  by  individuals  acting  together  as  share- 
holders ;  some  of  them  still  exist.  But  for  a 
Free  Public  Library  the  city  was  to  wait  for 
many  years.  When  was  its  first  foundation 
laid? 

As  one  enters  the  Copley  Square  building  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  and  passes  to  the 
stainvay,  he  finds,  imbedded  in  the  pavement, 
a  laurel  wreath,  encircling  the  names  of  those 
who  have  been  regarded  as  the  founders  of 
the  librar)'.  Before  this  wreath  I  have  seen 
visitors  standing  perplexed  at  one  name  found 
there :  Vattemare. 

*•  Who  is  this  man  with  the  foreign  name?  " 
was  asked.  •*  He  seems  quite  out  of  place  in 
the  company  of  these  old  Bostonians.'* 

If  curiosity  had  led  these  visitors  to  further 
enquir)',  they  would  not  have  found  help  in 
biographical  dictionaries  and  encyclopaedias  in 
the  great  reading  room  of  the  library,  only  the 
brief  mention  in  a  German  work  that  Vatte- 
mare was  a  **  Franzosischer  Bauchredner,'' 
that  is,  a  French  ventriloquist.  •  This  he  was, 
to  be  sure,  but,  as  we  learn  from  manuscripts 
in  the  Boston  Public  Library,  in  the  hand- 
\vriting  of  his  friend.  Miss  Eliza  Susan  Quincy, 
daughter  of  President  Quincy  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, **  in  addition  to  this  faculty  of  producing 
the  most  diverse  voices  and  tones  in  every 
direction,  and  at  ever)*  distance,  he  possessed 
uncommon  mimetic  talent  and  could  represent 
persons  of  different   sexes,  ages,  conditions. 


8  Force's  Americaa  Archives,  5th  series,  1776,  col. 
1049 :  Translation  of  a  letter  written  by  a  forelg-ner  on  his 
travels,  dated  Dec.  3,  1776. 

9  Curiously,  a  brief  account  of  Vattemare  is  in  Apple, 
ton's  *'  Cycloi'xdia  of  American  biography,"  perhaps  as 
entitled  to  American  citizenship  from  his  interest  in  the 
United  States. 


and  figures  with  such  rapidity  of  change  that 
it  appeared  like  enchantment.  This  extraor- 
dinar)"  talent,  his  modesty,  and  the  benevolent 
object  of  his  art  everywhere  gained  him  the 
warmest  applause,  and  most  flattering  testi- 
monials from  crowned  heads  and  other  distin- 
guished personages.^  Indeed,  he  appeared  at 
the  London  theatres  in  plays  in  which  he  took 
all  the  parts,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  play  **  Ad- 
ventures of  a  ventriloquist ;  or  the  rogueries 
of  Nicholas.  .  .  .  Entertainment  in  three 
parts,  as  embodied,  illustrated  and  delivered  bj 
Monsieur  Alexandre  ...  at  the  Adelphi 
Theatre,  Strand.  Written  and  contrived  by 
W.  T.  Moncrieff,  London,  1822,"  with  illus- 
trations by  Robert  Cruikshank  ot  the  various 
parts  assumed  by  Vattemare  in  the  play. 

**  When  Monsieur  Alexandre  (for  this  was 
the  name  by  which  Vattemare  was  known)  was 
in  Scotland  in  1824,*'  says  a  Scotch  news- 
paper, *'  he  paid  a  visit  to  Abbotsford,  where  he 
entertained  his  distinguished  host  and  the 
other  visitors  with  his  unrivalled  imitations. 
Next  morning  when  he  was  about  to  depart. 
Sir  Walter  Scott  felt  a  good  deal  embarrassed 
as  to  the  sort  of  acknowledgment  he  should 
offer;  but  at  length,  resolving  that  it  would 
probably  be  most  agreeable  to  the  young  for- 
eigner to  be  paid  in  professional  coin,  if  in 
any,  he  stepped  aside  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
on  returning,  presented  him  with  this  epi- 
gram :  — 

*  Of  yore,  in  Old  England,  it  was  not  thong-ht  good 
To  carry  two  visages  under  one  hood ; 
What  should  folks  say  to  you  who  have  faces  so  plenty 
That  from  under  one  hood  you  last  night  showed  us  tweaiy? 
Stand  forth,  arch-deceiver,  and  tell  us  in  truth 
Are  you  handsome,  or  ugly?    In  age,  or  in  youth? 
Man,  woman,  or  child?    Or  a  dog  or  a  mouse? 
Or  are  you  at  once  each  live  thing  in  the  house? 
Each  live  thing,  did  I  ask,  each  dead  impleoient  too? 
A  workshop  in  your  person  —  saw,  chisel  and  screw. 
Above  all,  are  you  one  individual?     I  know 
You  must  be,  at  the  least,  Alexandre  luid  Co. 
But  I  think  you're  a  troop,  an  assemblage,  a  mob, 
And  that  I,  as  the  sheriff^  must  take  up  the  job; 
And  instead  of  rehearsing  your  wonders  in  Terse, 
Must  read  you  the  riot  act  and  bid  you  disperse. 
*  Abbotsford,  33  April,  1824.     Walter  Scott.* 


7  Sir  Walter  Scott  held  the  office  of  sheriff  of  the  Coaotj 
of  Selkirk. 
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But  all  this  would  not  have  brought  to  Vat- 
temare  enduring  fame  or  secured  him  a  place 
in  our  Valhalla. 

In  the  pursuit  of  his  profession,  visiting  the 
cities  of  Europe,  and  becoming  acquainted 
with  their  treasures  of  books  and  works  of  art, 
he  was  interested,  first  of  all,  as  a  private  col- 
lector, to  increase  his  own  stores.  Afterwards 
the  thought  came  to  him,  why  might  there  not 
be  between  nations  an  exchange  of  literary  and 
artistic  treasures,  whereby  all  might  benefit? 

This  idea,  having  gained  possession  of  him, 
never  relaxed  its  hold ;  he  abandoned  his  pro- 
fession about  the  year  1827  and  devoted  the 
remainder  of  his  life  to  its  realization.  Jour- 
neying over  two  continents,  he  made  his 
persistent  appeal,  year  after  year,  to  govern- 
ments, until,  we  are  told,  induced  by  his 
contagious  energy,  state  after  state  succumbed 
to  his  representations,  so  that  by  1853  he  had 
brought  one  hundred  and  thirty  libraries 
within  his  operations,  and  between  1847  and 
1851  had  brought  from  France  for  American 
libraries  30,655  volumes,  besides  maps,  engrav- 
ings, and  other  objects  of  interest.^ 

Full  of  ambition  (as  expressed  in  his  own 
words)  to  give  the  intellectual  treasures  of  the 
cultivated  world  the  same  dissemination  and 
equalization  which  commerce  had  already  given 
to  its  material  ones,  whose  outcome  was  to  be 
•*the  establishment  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world  of  free  public  libraries  and  museums 
ever  open  to  the  people,"  he  came  to  America 
at  various  times  between  1839  ^^^  1850.  Of 
his  visit  to  Boston  an  interesting  account  by 
Josiah  Phillips  Quincy  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  for  November,  1884. 

Through  the  influence  of  President  Quincy, 
and  of  his  son,  later  mayor,  and  others,  a 
meeting  of  the  young  men  of  Boston,  favoring 
the  project  of  Vattemare,  was  held  on  April 
24,  1 841.  This  was  followed  by  a  general 
meeting  of  citizens  on  May  5 . 

The  enthusiasm  at  that  time  elicited  did  not 
result  in  any  immediate  action  beyond  the  ex- 

*  Winsor's  Memorial  History  of  Boston,  iv.,  336. 


change  of  gifts  of  books  between  the  cities  of 
Paris  and  Boston. 

On  a  visit  to  America  in  1847  Vattemare 
found  that  the  time  for  action  had  arrived. 
Mayor  Quincy  in  a  letter  to  the  city  council 
offered  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  plans  of  Vattemare  through 
the  establishment  of  a  Public  Library  and 
museum,  provided  that  ten  thousand  dollars  be 
contributed  by  others  for  this  purpose.  This 
oflfer  was  never  met. 

The  city  council  voted  to  appropriate  a 
room  in  the  city  hall  to  receive  gifts  from  the 
city  of  Paris  and  other  sources  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  Public  Library. 

In  March,  1848,  on  the  petition  of  the  city 
council,  the  legislature  passed  the  necessary 
act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  such  a 
library. 

You  see,  then,  why  it  is  that  within  the 
laurel  wreath  the  name  of  Vattemare  is  seen. 
If  not  the  founder  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
he  was  at  least  the  suggestor  and  the  inspirer, 
and,  as  such,  may  he  not  be  regarded  as  a 
pioneer  of  the  free  library  movement  in  this 
country  ? 

As  Mr.  Winsor  has  said,  **  His  scheme  and 
its  production  are  now  mostly  forgotten.  The 
Public  Library  of  Boston  would  doubtless  have 
come  without  it;  yet  in  the  agitation  which 
Vattemare  incited  we  must  look  for  the  earliest 
movements  which  can  be  linked  connectedly 
with  the  fruition  now  enjoyed  by  so  many."  » 

The  movement  for  a  Public  Library  has  now 
begun  to  assume  shape,  if  for  a  time  vaguely. 
For  three  or  four  years  nothing  appears  to 
have  been  done  by  the  city  council  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  legislature. 

The  facts,  however,  that  petitions  were  pre- 
sented requesting  action  and  that  John  P. 
Bigelow,  then  mayor,  offered  on  August  5, 
1850,  one   thousand  dollars   (the  first  gift  of 


*  Additional  information  in  regard  to  Vattemare  may 
be  found  in  a  biographical  sketch  by  William  £.  Foster, 
in  volume  five  ot  the  **  Memorial  biographies  of  the  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,'*  published  in 
1894,  which  sketch  refers  to  other  sources  of  information. 
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money  received    for    the    proposed    library) 
show  that  the  scheme  had  not  been  forgotten. 

The  publication  of  the  will  of  John  Jacob 
Astor,  by  the  provisions  of  which  a  princely 
sum  of  money  was  bequeathed  for  a  Public 
Library  in  New  York  City,  created  a  deep  im- 
pression in  Boston,  and  tended  to  crystallize 
public  opinion  into  definite  action. 

First  of  all,  a  site  for  a  library  was  to  be 
chosen.  Members  of  the  city  council  advo- 
cated the  erection  of  a  building  in  connection 
with  a  new  city  hall.  Others  favored  the 
public  garden.  A  piece  of  land  on  Somerset 
street  was  finally  bought,  but  quickly  sold,  by 
reason  of  the  opposition  raised  to  a  site  so 
near  the  Boston  Athenaeum  and  so  far  from  the 
centre  of  population,  of  which  the  trend  was  in 
the  direction  of  the  South  End.  Sites  on 
Temple  place  and  Boylston  street  were  con- 
sidered. The  committee  were  authorized  to 
buy  either;  the  choice  fell  on  the  Boylston 
street  lot. 

From  time  to  time  the  question  had  arisen 
as  to  a  union  between  the  Boston  Athenaeum 
and  the  Public  Library.  The  heated  contro- 
versy which  arose  revived  interest  in  the 
Athenaeum  (at  that  time  thought  to  be  mori- 
bund), and  it  was  decided  that  each  institution 
could  occupy  its  own  field,  and  that  there  was 
room  for  both  —  an  opinion  which  in  the  lapse 
of  time  has  been  justified. 

In  the  meantime  additional  shipments  from 
Vattemare  had  been  received  to  which  citizens 
of  Boston,  Mr.  Edward  Everett  and  others, 
made  additions.  In  a  letter  accompanying 
Mr.  Everett's  gift  of  about  one  thousand  vol- 
umes of  the  priceless  early  public  documents 
of  the  United  States  government,  he  said,  •*  I 
cannot  but  think  that  a  Public  Library,  well 
supplied  with  books  in  the  various  departments 
of  art  and  science,  and  open  at  all  times  for 
consultation  and  study  to  the  citizens  at  large, 
is  absolutely  needed  to  make  our  admirable 
system  of  public  education  complete ;  and  to 
continue  in  some  good  degree  through  life  that 
happy  equality  of  intellectual  privileges,  which 
now  exists  in  our  schools,  but  terminates  with 
them.     And  I  feel    confident    that  with  such 


moderate  co-operation  as  I  have  indicated,  on 
the  part  of  the  city,  reliance  may  be  safely 
placed  upon  individuals  to  do  the  rest.  The 
Public  Library  would  soon  become  an  object 
of  pride  to  the  citizens  of  Boston ;  and  every 
one  would  feel  it  an  honor  to  do  something  for 
its  increase." 

These  words  were  prophetic.  On  the  for- 
mation of  the  first  board  of  trustees,  in  1852, 
Mr.  Everett  was  elected  as  president.  The 
preliminary  report,  drawn  up  by  him  and 
George  Ticknor,  at  the  request  of  the  city, 
upon  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Public  Library  and  the  best 
mode  of  effecting  them,  is  a  document  which 
will  always  remain  a  classic. 

We  think  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  as 
an  institution  to  whose  foundation  but  little 
of  romance  can  be  attached.  Yet  not  unlike 
a  fairy  tale  is  the  story  of  the  Weymouth  boy, 
Joshua  Bates,  who,  step  by  step,  found  his 
way  to  the  position  of  one  of  the  great  bankers 
of  the  world.  How  strange  the  chance  that 
just  at  this  time  Boston,  the  city  of  the  lad's 
first  adoption,  should  seek  him  out  in  London 
for  his  aid  in  carrying  out  its  financial  projects, 
and  that  a  copy  of  the  report  just  mentioned 
should  have  fallen  into  his  hands.  If  all  the 
books  that  have  come  to  the  library  through 
Mr.  Bates's  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars and  accumulated  interest  could  be  placed 
before  you  they  would  seem  to  rival  the  treas- 
ures of  Aladdin's  palace. 

The  success  of  the  library  was  now  assured. 
How  the  horizon  must  have  lifted  when  it  was 
seen  that  it  was  no  local,  circulating  library  that 
was  to  be,  but  an  institution  to  which  students 
were  to  come  the  world  over  ! 

The  reading  room  and  lihrar}'  were  opened 
in  the  building  on  Mason  street,  on  March  20 
and  May  2,  1854. 

Commissioners  to  erect  a  building  were  ap- 
pointed, and  plans  were  invited,  of  whidi 
twenty-four  were  received.  The  books  accu- 
mulated at  the  city  hall  were  moved  to  the 
building  of  the  Girls'  High  and  Normal  School 
on  Mason  street.  Great  interest  was  shown 
in  hastening  the  opening  of  the  library,  the 


WHITNEY. 


21 


girls  of  the  school  offering  their  services  as 
volunteers. 

The  laying  of  the  comer-stone  of  the  new 
building  on  Sept.  17,  1855,  was  made  the 
occasion  of  a  public  display  and  procession, 
with  addresses  by  Robert  C.  Winthrop  and 
Mayor  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  with  singing  by  the 
school  children. 

The  dedication  of  the  library  on  Jan.  i, 
1858,  was  an  affair  of  more  pomp  and  circum- 
stance, officers  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment, stale  and  city  officials,  and  representa- 
tives of  learned  bodies  marching  under  mili- 
tary escort  to  the  library  building.  The 
addresses  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  Mr.  Everett,  and 
Mayor  Alexander  H.  Rice,  were  listened  to 
by  3,000  spectators.  On  Sept.  17,  1858,  the 
Reading  room  was  opened  and  on  December 
20  the  Lower  Hall  library  of  some  15,000  vol- 
umes was  ready  for  use,  with  a  printed  index 
or  catalogue. 

There  was  no  more  interested  or  satisfied 
spectator  than  Mr.  Ticknor  who  watched 
through  the  day  until  evening  all  that  was 
done,  without  seeing  a  moment^s  trouble  or 
confusion,  and  felt  sure  that  this  great  enter- 
prise was  to  be  a  success. 

A  red-letter  day  this  must  have  been  in  the 
history  of  Boston.  As  the  great  oak  door' 
swung  open,  how  fortunate  they  who  could 
press  in  with  the  happy  crowd  who  had  been 
waiting  long  and  impatiently  for  this  event. 
And  yet  a  feeling  of  disappointment  must  have 
set  in,  as,  gazing  about,  they  found  no  spa- 
cious, lofty  halls ;  only  a  Delivery  room  with 
a  low  ceiling  and  two  reading  rooms  of  limited 
size,  and  a  collection  of  popular  books  only, 
such  as  any  town  library  might  begin  with. 
This  Lower  Hall  library,  as  it  was  called,  under 
the  charge  of  Edward  Capen,  was  the  only 
collection  of  books  accessible.  For  the  open- 
ing of  the  main  collection  in  its  more  splendid 
setting  the  people  were  to  wait  for  over  two 
years,  while  the  work  of  preparation  went  for- 
ward with  all  diligence.  Specialists  prepared 
the  titles  of  many  thousand  volumes,  whose 
purchase  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Ticknor,  who 


spent  fifteen  months  in  Europe  at  his  own  ex- 
pense for  this  purpose. 

The  books  as  received  were  placed  in  build- 
ings near  by,  where  they  could  be  conven- 
iently handled. 

Public  interest  in  the  new  library  was  in- 
tense and  the  generosity  of  the  citizens  knew 
no  bounds. 

The  late  Mr.  Edward  Edwards,  the  dis- 
tinguished English  librarian,  has  attributed 
the  great  success  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
to  the  *  •  co-operation  between  corporate  func- 
tionaries on  the  one  hand  and  independent 
citizens  on  the  other, ^^  which  he  says  has 
always  existed  here.  In  the  case  of  libraries 
in  course  of  formation  in  his  own  country  he 
said  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  place  any 
great  reliance  on  the  acquisition  of  books  by 
gift. 

The  stream  of  gifts  to  this  library  has  been 
constant.  When  the  Bates  Hall  was  opened 
for  use  and  its  first  Index  published  it  con- 
tained over  74,000  volumes,  nearly  all  of 
which  were  gifts.  In  1900  the  library  re- 
ceived 27,174  volumes,  pamphlets,  etc.,  from 
2,450  different  givers.  These  gifts  have  in- 
cluded the  great  sums  of  money  given  by 
Joshua  Bates,  Jonathan  Phillips,  the  Bow- 
ditch  family,  the  Scholfields,  William  C. 
Todd,  and  others,  and  the  lesser  amounts  from 
many  givers,  while  private  collections  of  price- 
less value  have  found  their  way  here. 

To  plan  the  first  great  Free  Public  Library 
in  this  country  was  a  difficult  undertaking. 
Nowadays  delegations  from  towns  planning 
public  libraries  visit  other  libraries  far  and 
near,  while  pictures  and  plans  of  such  institu- 
tions are  within  reach.  The  founders  of  our 
Free  Public  Library  were  pioneers  and  had  no 
such  models  before  them.  They  proceeded 
carefully  and  tentatively,  even  at  times  with 
timidity,  fearing  lest  their  desires  might  seem 
too  magnificent  for  public  support  and  bind 
the  city  for  all  time  to  greater  burdens  than  it 
might  be  willing  to  assume.  But  they  found, 
as  their  successors  have  found,  that  public 
opinion  has  not  only  sustained  but  has  led  the 
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way,  and  the  city  goverament  has  always 
been  proud  of  its  library  and  most  generous. 
That  there  should  have  been  much  difference 
of  opinion  among  the  founders  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  might  be  expected. 
A  new  party  had  just  then  come  into  power  — 
Know-Nothings,  so-called,  who  were  eager  to 
prove  that  they  knew  all  things  —  which  was 
very  tr}-ing  to  the  old-fashioned  Bostonian. 
Even  as  to  what  should  be  the  scope  and 
function  of  the  new  library  they  were  not  en- 
tirely agreed,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  *•  Life, 
letters  and  journals  of  George  Ticknor." 
Most  important  of  all,  was  it  to  be  a  popular 
institution  with  the  free  circulation  of  its 
books,  or  one  mainly  for  scholars,  like  other 
libraries  then  in  existence?  It  must  be  both 
these  was  the  wise  conclusion. 

The  office  of  Superintendent  having  been 
created  by  an  ordinance  of  the  city,  the  library 
was  most  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
Mr.  Charles  Coffin  Jewett,  who  had  been  the 
librarian  of  Brown  University  and  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  a  most  skilled  bibliographer 
and  energetic  administrator.  A  card  cata- 
logue having  been  prepared,  the  books  were 
placed  upon  the  shelves,  arranged  after  the 
Decimal  System  of  Nathaniel  B.  ShurtlefT,  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  library  and  afterwards 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

It  was  called  the  Decimal  System  because  the 
alcoves  were  multiples  of  ten,  and  each  sub- 
divided so  as  to  contain  exactly  ten  ranges  of 
shelves,  and  each  range  to  contain  ten  shelves, 
making,  barring  exceptions,  one  hundred 
shelves  to  each  alcove. 

Whether  or  not  this  system  was  what  its 
designer  intended  it  to  be,  namely,  **  compre- 
hensive, positive,  intelligible,  and  immutable," 
it  was  at  least  cunningly  devised  and  quickly 
mastered.  The  runner  for  books  on  his  first 
day's  service  learned  that  the  entry  2345.7 
meant  the  twenty-third  alcove,  the  fourth 
range,  the  fifth  shelf,  and  the  seventh  book  on 
the  shelf,  and  he  never  fumbled  or  forgot  it. 
When  the  library  was  moved  to  Copley  square 
all  this  fair  and  immutable  fabric  came  near 
tumbling   to   pieces,  at   least   all   the  self-ex- 


planatory part  of  it,  and   the   strain  on  the 
memory  became  great. 

Work  was  next  begun  on  a  printed  cata- 
logue for  the  Upper  Hall  collection.  The  two 
volumes  published  in  1861  and  1866  were 
planned  on  the  dictionary  sjrstem,  author, 
subject,  and  title  being  in  one  alphabet,  and 
were  called  Indexes,  as  pointing  to  the  card 
catalogue  for  fuller  entries.  Mr.  Winsor  says 
that  it  was  the  most  advanced  specimen  of 
library  cataloguing  which  had  then  been  pro- 
duced in  America,*^  and,  as  Agassiz  predicted, 
it  has  had  a  lasting  influence  upon  the  gen- 
eral culture  of  our  community. 

A  glance  at  these  catalogues  will  show  that 
the  books  were  for  the  use  of  scholars  and 
were  selected  by  scholars  who  were  inspired  by 
high  ideals. 

In  1854,  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Astor 
Library,  Dr.  Cogswell,  the  superintendent, 
wrote,"  **  I  never  want  to  see  a  reader  who  does 
not  come  for  a  valuable  purpose"  .  .  . 
and  he  abhorred  all  who  read  «*  the  trashy,  as 
Scott,  Cooper,  Dickens,  Punchy  and  the  lUns- 
i  rated  AVa^j." 

In  our  own  Index  Cooper  and  Dickens  are 
hardly  represented  at  all,  or  Irving,  or  for  that 
matter,  Shelley,  or  Keats,  or  even  Words- 
worth .  They  were  to  be  looked  for  in  the  col- 
lection in  the  Lower  Hall.  Later,  when  it  was 
decided  that  the  Upper  Hall  collection  should 
be  a  lending  library  and  not  one  for  consulta- 
tion only,  it  took  on  a  more  popular  character. 

The  whole  library  was  now  equipped  and 
started  upon  its  course,  when,  suddenly,  Mr. 
Jewett  died ;  the  death  of  Mr.  William  E.  Jill- 
son,  the  assistant  superintendent,  followed  a 
little  later.  Mr.  Everett  had  died  some  time 
before  and  Mr.  Ticknor  had  given  up  active 
duty  by  reason  of  advancing  age. 

At  this  critical  time,  the  four  pillars  of  the 
library  removed,  two  men  api>eared  who  were  to 
influence  profoundly  its  future.  One  was  Mr. 
William  Whitwell  Greenough,  a  trustee  of  the 
library  for  thirty-two  years,  for  twenty-two  of 
which  he  was  the  president  of  the  board.   Mr. 

w  Winsor's  Memorial  history,  »▼.,  390. 

1^  Life  of  Joseph  Green  Cogswell,  pp.  164, 165. 
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Greenough,  bred  as  a  scholar  and  literary  man, 
was  later  called  to  be  the  president  of  a  great 
business  corporation.  He  brought  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  library  a  wide  acquaintance  with 
books,  together  with  a  knowledge  of  men  and 
of  affairs.  Almost  daily  for  thirty- two  years 
he  came  to  the  library  and  gave  its  affairs  his 
closest  attention. 

In  the  year  1867  appeared  a  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  library, 
which  attracted  wide  attention.  Written  by 
Justin  Winsor,  a  newly  appointed  trustee,  it 
showed  a  grasp  as  of  one  long  trained  in  the 
service.  It  was  evident  that  a  master  librarian 
was  at  hand.  Mr.  Winsor  was  at  once  put  in 
charge  of  the  library  and  a  little  later  made  its 
Superintendent  and  began  an  administration 
of  great  vigor. 

The  library  building,  planned  to  last  through 
the  century,  already  in  ten  years  had  outgrown 
its  limits.  In  the  specifications  of  the  com- 
missioners there  was  no  mention  of  working 
rooms  ;  cataloguers  and  binders  worked  in  the 
alcoves.  Rooms  for  the  business  of  the  li- 
brary had  to  be  provided  and  much  additional 
shelf  room. 

The  original  Act  of  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  in  1851  authorized  cities  and 
towns  to  establish  and  maintain  public  libra- 
ries with  or  without  branches.  In  the  report 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library  for  1859  the  hope 
is  expressed  that  the  central  library  might  in 
time  *  *  become  the  parent  of  a  circle  of  district 
libraries  scattered  about  the  city,  each  with 
separate  resources." 

The  first  of  such  branches  was  opened  in 
East  Boston  in  1870;  another  in  Roxbury 
followed  in  1873,  ^^  ^  building  erected  by  the 
Fellowes  Athenaeum ;  and  this  movement  has 
kept  on  steadily,  until  now  the  library  has  ten 
branch  libraries,  with  large  collections  of 
books  and  107  reading-rooms,  stations,  and 
other  agencies. 

From  the  beginning  it  had  been  seen  that 
so  great  had  become  the  growth  of  the  library 
that  the  publication  of  its  general  catalogue  in 
book  form  could  not  be  continued.  Class 
lists  were  prepared,  and  in  1867  a  bulletin  of 


new  accessions  was  begun,  which  publication, 
with  changes  of  form,  has  continued  until  now. 
In  time  these  catalogues  and  bulletins  had 
become  so  numerous  as  to  choke  all  approach 
to  the  books. 

Mr.  Jewett  had  affirmed  as  far  back  as 
1 861  that  **  Nothing  short  of  what  a  card  cat- 
alogue is  in  plan  can  ever  be  regarded  as  en- 
tirely satisfactory  for  a  great  public  library." 
This  opinion  was  confirmed  as  time  went  on. 
In  the  year  1871  the  foundations  were  laid  of 
a  card  catalogue,  the  idea  of  which  was  bor- 
rowed from  the  Library  of  the  University  of 
Leyden,  and  intended  to  give,  under  author 
and  subject,  full  entries  for  all  the  books  in  the 
library.  ** 

This  collection  of  cards,  printed  within  the 
library  building,  has  gone  on  increasing  day 
by  day  for  thirty  years  until  it  now  includes 
two  general  catalogues  for  the  central  library, 
with  duplicates  for  each  of  the  special  depart- 
mental libraries,  and  independent  catalogues 
for  each  of  the  branches.  The  number  of 
cards  placed  last  year  in  their  catalogues  was 
265,000. 

The  attempt  was  now  made  to  guide  readers 
in  the  selection  and  use  of  books  by  means  of 
annotated  catalogues  which  proved  to  be  most 
helpful. 

Mr.  Winsor  resigned  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent Oct.  I,  1877.  Under  his  management 
the  library  increased  from  144,000  volumes  to 
320,000 ;  the  home  and  library  use  of  books 
increased  from  209,000  to  nearly  1,200,000. 

The  library  was  placed  in  charge  of  Dr. 
Samuel  A.  Green,  one  of  the  trustees,  for  a 
year ;  the  trustees  of  the  library  were  made  a 
corporation  in  1878  ;  and  Mellen  Chamberlain 
was  chosen  the  librarian  (as  the  office  was  now 
called),  Oct.  i,  1878. 

Judge  Chamberlain  was  especially  interested 
in  American  history,  and  the  development  of 
the  library  during  his  administration  was 
largely  in  this   direction.     To   this   end   the 


^  Theplannin^^  of  this  catalogue  fell  largely  upon  Will- 
iam  A.  NV^eeler,  the  Assistant  Superintendent,  a  scholar 
of  accuracy  and  wide  knowledge,  whose  death  in  1874 
was  a  severe  loss  to  the  library. 
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coming  of  the  Barlow  and  John  A.  Lewis 
collections  and  the  Franklin  collection  of  Dr. 
Samuel  A.  Green  contributed.  He  also  de- 
sired a  closer  co-operation  between  the  library 
and  the  public  schools.  His  plans,  long 
delayed,  have  been  effectively  revived  re- 
cently. Judge  Chamberlain^s  chief  monument, 
however,  will  be  the  collection  of  manuscripts 
which  he  bequeathed  to  the  library.  In  his 
time  the  scholarly  side  of  the  library  was 
shown  by  the  publication  of  the  catalogues  of 
the  Tlcknor  and  the  Barton  libraries. 

The  library,  during  the  last  two  years  of  the 
occupancy  of  the  Boylston  street  building,  was 
under  the  charge  of  Theodore  F.  Dwight. 

On  April  22,  1880,  the  General  Court  gave 
to  the  city  of  Boston  a  parcel  of  land,  situated 
on  the  southerly  comer  of  Dartmouth  street 
and  Boylston  street,  for  a  building  for  the 
Public  Library. 

In  1883  additional  land  was  bought  and  the 
sum  of  $450,000  was  granted  by  the  city 
council  for  a  building.  Plans  were  invited,  of 
which  twenty  were  received,  of  v'arious  degrees 
of  merit.  One  had  a  tall  chimney,  like  a 
factory,  or  brewery,  with  a  large  room  labelled 
*'  Beer,^^  thus  anticipating  notions  which  are 
in  the  air  just  now.  Another  room  was  for 
•*  Supernumeraries."  Just  what  this  room  was 
to  be  used  for  did  not  appear  —  possibly  for  a 
sort  of  doctor's  waiting-room  for  applicants  for 
positions  in  the  library.  On  March  30,  1885, 
the  city  architect  was  directed  to  prepare  plans 
to  submit  to  the  trustees.  In  these  five  years 
of  waiting  there  had  arisen  a  growing  sense 
that  a  building  of  greater  dignity  and  beauty 
was  required  than  could  be  provided  with  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  library.     In  1887 


an  act  was  passed  giving  the  trustees  full 
power  in  the  matter,  and  Messrs.  McKim, 
Mead,  and  White  were  chosen  to  design  and 
supervise  the  construction  of  the  new  building, 
for  which  ample  means  were  supplied  by  the 
city. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Greenough  in 
1888,  Mr.  Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  To  these 
gentlemen  and  their  associates  the  city  of 
Boston  is  deeply  indebted  for  the  successful 
carrying  out  of  an  enterprise  of  great  magni- 
tude and  difficulty. 

On  Nov.  28,  1888,  the  corner-stone  of  the 
new  building  was  laid,  with  addresses,  and  a 
poem  by  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 

The  special  collections,  beginning  with  the 
Allen  A.  Brown  Music  Library,  were  moved 
in  the  autumn  of  1894;  on  December  14  the 
removal  of  the  main  body  of  books  was  begun. 
On  the  28th  of  January,  1895,  all  the  books 
belonging  to  the  library  were  on  the  shelves  of 
the  new  building. 

It  was  a  sad  day  when  the  dear  old  Boylston 
street  library  was  given  up  to  an  **  Eden 
Mus^e,"  with  its  exhibitions  of  wild  beasts 
and  **  Chamber  of  Horrors."  No  wonder  that 
those  who  later  tore  down  the  building  were 
confronted  by  an  immense  python,  sent  there 
by  the  avenging  gods. 

The  new  library  was  opened  to  the  public 
without  ceremony  on  March  11,  1895.  Mr. 
Herbert  Putnam  was  appointed  librarian,  and 
to  him  was  entrusted  the  important  work  of 
reorganization. 

Its  history  since  that  time  is  outlined  in  die 
annual  reports  as  well  as  in  the  new  Hand- 
book prepared  for  this  Conference. 
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THE   CATALOGUE  OF   THE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY   OF   THE   CITY   OF   BOSTON. 

By  E.  B.  Hunt,  Chief  Cataloguer^  Boston  Public  Library, 


A  REAL  catalogue  is  the  opposite  of  a  poet, 
fit  non  nascitur.  It  is,  I  believe,  always 
an  evolution  more  or  less  rapid  and  successful, 
and  I  suspect  that  a  slow  growth  brings  about 
a  more  trustworthy  and  sturdy  result  than  a 
more  rapid  and  pyrotechnic  development. 
The  oak  grows  slowly,  but  it  outlasts  many  a 
maple. 

The  foundations  of  the  catalogue  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  were  laid  broad  and 
deep  by  that  excellent  librarian  Charles  C. 
Jewett.  There  have  been  times  of  halting 
and  even  of  retrogression,  but  they  have  been 
not  for  long,  and  the  catalogue  has  grown 
very  largely  on  lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Jewett. 

The  first  catalogue  of  our  library  is  a  small 
octavo  volume  published  in  1854.  It  is  en- 
titled, *•  Catalogue  of  the  Public  Library  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  ^^  and  in  the  preface  it  is  called 
«*A  condensed  index  of  the  contents  of  the 
Public  Library,  giving  the  title  of  each  book 
only  once  and  having  no  object  but  to  render 
all  the  books  usefid.  The  whole  number 
of  volumes  in  the  library  somewhat  exceeds 
12,000." 

In  1858  was  published,  in  large  octavo,  the 
Index  to  the  catalogue  of  a  portion  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library  arranged  in  the  Lower  Hall.  This 
Index  **  contains  the  titles  of  about  15,000 
volumes,  all  placed  in  the  Lower  Hall.  As  a 
popular  circulating  library,  therefore,  the  col- 
ection  now  offered  to  the  public  contains 
probably  three  times  as  many  desirable  books 
as  the  one  offered  four  or  five  years  ago." 
Supplements  to  this  catalogue  were  published 
at  short  intervals,  eight  having  appeared  up  to 
1865. 

The  Index  to  the  catalogue  of  books  in  the 
Upper  Hall  of  the  Public  Library  of  the  city 
of  Boston  was  published  in  1861  ;  a  fat  volume 
of  900  pages,  two  columns  brevier  to  the  page, 
embracing  about  55,000  volumes,  all  in  the 
Upper  Hall.      From  this  it  appears  that  be- 


tween 1854  and  i860  the  collection  grew  from 
12,000  to  74,000  volumes. 

1866.  This  year  was  published  the  First 
Supplement  to  the  Index  of  1861.  This 
Index  embraces  about  34,000  volumes,  which 
brings  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library 
in  July,  1866,  up  to  about  105,000. 

In  the  preface  to  the  Index  of  1858  the 
trustees  state:  **It  will  be  observed  that  the 
catalogue  now  published  is  entitled  'An  In- 
dex.^ The  larger  one,  when  published,  will 
probably  offer  a  title  of  no  higher  pretensions. 
The  main  catalogue  ...  is  much  more  ample 
and  important,  and  is  to  be  found  in  manu- 
script, alphabetically  arranged  on  separate 
cards,  indicating  the  contents  of  the  library 
with  as  much  minuteness  of  detail,  both  by 
subjects  and  by  authors,  as  the  means  at  the 
disposition  of  the  trustees  have  permitted 
them  to  make  it."  Then  follow  these  words 
of  wisdom:  "Next  to  the  collection  of  its 
books,  the  trustees  look  upon  the  catalogue 
as  the  most  important  part  of  the  library,  for 
it  is  the  part  by  which  the  whole  mass  of  its 
resources  is  opened  for  easy  use  —  the  key  by 
which  all  its  treasures  are  unlocked  to  the 
many  who  .  .  .  are  asking  for  them  so 
often  and  so  earnestly.  A  large  library  without 
good  catalogues  has  sometimes  been  compared 
to  a  Polyphemus  without  an  eye,  and  more 
frequently  to  chaos,  which  it  certainly  too 
much  resembles.  This  reproach  the  trustees 
hope  to  avoid  for  the  Public  Library,  which 
they  desire,  above  everything  else,  to  render 
useful."  That  is  the  key-note  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library. 

Please  note  the  date  at  which  it  is  said  that 
**  the  main  catalogue  is  to  be  found  in  manu- 
script alphabetically  arranged  on  separate 
cards,"  October,  1858. 

This  fact,  and  the  additional  fact  that  Ezra 
Abbot  had  a  card  catalogue  of  subjects  in  the 
Harvard  library  equipped   with  blocks,  rods. 
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etc.,  in  1 86 1,  would  seem  to  militate  some- 
what against  the  statement  made  on  current 
note-paper  and  bill-heads  of  the  Library 
Bureau,  a  corporation  established  in  1876, 
that  the  Bureau  is  the  inventor  of  the  card 
system. 

There  is  another  expression  in  the  trustees' 
preface  regarding  the  main  card  catalogue, 
namely,  that  it  is  more  ample  and  important 
than  the  printed  indexes.  The  word  ** ample" 
is  a  most  happy  one.  Those  cards  were  about 
si  X  6|  inches  in  size,  and  when  it  became 
necessary,  from  length  of  title  or  contents,  to 
use  more  than  the  face  of  one  card,  it  was 
turned  over  and  the  back  was  utilized.  This 
catalogue  was  not  open  to  the  public,  but 
could  be  consulted  under  the  guidance  of  the 
superintendent  or  his  deputies.  It  served  as 
the  basis  of  all  the  indexes  and  lists  published 
in  book  form  from  1855  to  1866,  when  the 
first  supplement  appeared.  As  this  title  indi- 
cates, the  intention  was  to  print  other  supple- 
ments as  they  should  be  necessary,  say  once 
in  five  years.  But  the  nuisance  of  so  many 
alphabets,  and  new  light  on  the  merits  of  card 
catalogues  for  public  as  well  as  official  use,  led 
the  trustees  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  keep 
up  the  main  catalogue  in  book  form.  Promises 
of  a  forthcoming  supplement  appear  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Trustees  from  1867- 
1872.  At  the  latter  date,  however,  is  a 
definite  statement  that  there  would  be  no 
fiirther  attempt  to  print  another  supplement, 
and  that  the  main  catalogue  would  be  on 
cards,  printed  so  far  as  possible,  and  accessi- 
ble to  all  uses  of  the  library. 

These  **  printed"  cards  were  made  by 
pasting  titles  on  cards.  The  titles  were 
printed  on  long  galley  strips,  about  one  hun- 
dred titles  to  the  form.  Thirty  impressions 
were  generally  taken,  and  were  used  for  special 
lists,  etc.,  in  addition  to  those  which  were 
mounted  and  placed  in  the  Public  and  Official 
catalogues.  Gradually  the  index  and  first 
supplement  were  cut  up  and  mounted  on  cards 
and  placed  in  the  Public  catalogue,  also  the 
Bulletins,  which  had  been  published  between 
the  printing  of  the  first  supplement  and  the 


establishment  of  the  card  catalogue,  were 
mounted  and  placed  in  the  Public  catalogue. 
These  pasted  titles  from  the  index  and  sup- 
plement were  never  inserted  in  the  Offidal 
catalogue  and  now  only  those  which  have  been 
reprinted  are  to  be  found  in  that  catalogue; 
probably  60  per  cent,  now  appear  on  printed 
cards  in  both  the  Public  and  Offidal  cata- 
logues. During  the  year  1875  about  70,000 
cards  were  added  to  these  two  catalogues. 

In  the  year  1869,  Mr.  Justin  Winsor  being 
superintendent,  a  new  departure  was  made  in 
the  method  of  dealing  with  pamphlets.  Mr. 
Winsor's  own  description  of  it  is  as  follows: 
*'  Instead  of  treating  each  pamphlet  of  a 
bound  volume  separately,  as  if  it  were  a  book 
by  itself,  the  volume  has  been  treated  as  a 
whole,  the  entry  being  made  under  the  author 
or  subject,  — just  as  one  or  the  other  was  the 
bond  of  union  between  the  pamphlets,  —  with 
full  cross  references  from  a  table  of  contents. 
The  gain  in  compactness  —  more  and  more 
necessary  as  our  library  increases  —  was 
thought  to  warrant  a  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples so  well  laid  down  by  my  predecessor 
[Mr.  Jewett]  in  his  manual  on  catal<^;ue 
work." 

This  is  what  is  called  in  poetry  the  Lumping 
system ;  and  with  all  respect  to  Mr.   Winsor 
and  the  many  good   things    he  did   for  cor 
library  and  others,  it  is  a  system  of  which  the 
**  craft  and  subtilty  of  the  Devil"  might  weD 
be  proud.     Certainly  the  mind  of  man  couki 
not.    unaided   by   infernal    powers,    devise  a 
worse.      Of  course   it  knocked   the  alphabet 
under  both  author  and  subject    galley  west 
Then  in  his  rage  for  historical  pamphlet-vol- 
umes the  same  pamphlet  was  used  over  and 
over  again.     For  instance,  a  volume  on  the 
history   of  Charlestown   must    needs  contain 
Webster's  Oration  at  the  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment, so  must  a  volume    of  Boston  history, 
also.    Bunker  Hill  Battle ;  Siege  of  Boston; 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association ;  Webster 
himself;  Orations,  Collected;   New  Englani 
History,  Revolution ;  United    States  History, 
Revolution;   Concord,  Battle  of;    Lexington, 
Battle  of;  and  soon  almost  without  limit.   At 
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all  events,  we  had  at  one  time  on  the  shelves 
and  catalogued  in  one  way  or  another  thirty- 
three  copies  of  this  oration.  Mr.  Winsor  for 
years  poured  these  pamphlet  volumes  on  to  the 
shelves,  and  the  *»  compact "  cards  for  them 
into  the  catalogue.  At  length,  about  twenty 
years  ago,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Whitney  and  Mr.  Swift,  this  sort  of  so-called 
cataloging  was  stopped  and  we  have  been  try- 
ing to  do  over  what  is  worth  preserving  of  this 
mass  of  stuff,  and  get  rid  of  the  burdensome 
duplicates  and  purge  the  catalogues  of  the 
pamphlet- volume  cards.  It  has  been  a  wofully 
expensive  piece  of  work,  and  the  end  is  not 
yet. 

To  return  to  the  evolution  of  the  catalogue. 
In  August,  1876,  a  change  was  made,  **by 
which  it  was  calculated  that  half  the  cost  and 
half  the  delay  would  be  saved.  The  titles  were 
written  with  prepared  ink,  20  to  a  sheet,  and 
by  a  new  process  the  autograph  was  trans- 
ferred upon  either  a  lithographer's  stone  or  a 
gelatine  plate,  from  which  impressions  were 
taken  with  ordinary  printers'  ink  upon  the  nec- 
essary number  of  sheets  of  Bristol  board. 
These  being  cut  up  by  a  machine  were  con- 
verted at  once  without  the  labor  of  dissecting 
and  pasting  sheets  into  cards  ready  for  the 
catalogue,  so  far  as  the  main  entries  were  con- 
cerned, and  only  needing  the  inscription  of  the 
cross-reference  heading  for  the  others."  Dur- 
ing this  year,  1876,  71,345  cards  were  placed 
in  the  catalogues. 

The  use  of  these  process  sheets  continued 
until  1879.  In  that  year  the  printing  of  cards 
directly  on  sheets  of  board  was  undertaken  by 
a  printer  who  furnished  his  own  plant  and  was 
paid  so  much  a  title,  the  library  furnishing  the 
stock.  This  was  the  beginning  of  our  present 
style  of  cards.  There  have  been  many  changes 
as  to  faces  of  type,  measure  of  the  lines,  etc., 
but  no  radical  change.  In  the  beginning,  and 
for  many  years,  the  main  entry  gave  no  hint  of 
the  subject  headings,  but  these  were  added  in 
manuscript  on  the  backs  of  the  main  or  author 
cards.  Since  1877  the  revision  of  the  cata- 
logue has  been  going  on  with  greater  or  less 
regularity  and  is  still  progressing.     As  indica- 


tive of  the  amount  of  work  which  is  doing  in 
this  way,  I  will  remark  that  in  1 899-1 900 
there  were  re-catalogued  13,382  volumes  and 
parts  of  volumes;  in  1900-01,  22,583  volumes 
and  parts  were  re-catalogued.  The  hope  is  to 
reprint  all  the  pasted  and  manuscript  cards 
and  bring  the  whole  catalogue  up  to  the  pres- 
ent standard. 

The  printing  of  the  cards  within  the  Library 
building  has  continued  since  1879.  Shortly 
after  our  removal  to  the  present  building  the 
Printing  Department  was  much  enlarged. 
Two  linotypes  were  purchased  and  three 
presses  of  different  sorts,  and  all  the  printing 
of  the  library,  including  cards,  annual  lists, 
bulletins,  class  catalogues,  finding  lists, 
forms,  call-slips,  etc.,  etc.,  is  done  within 
the  building.  The  annual  report  of  the 
library,  being  a  city  document  is,  of  course, 
published  by  the  city.  The  output  of  cards 
has  grown  steadily  since  the  establishment  of 
the  Printing  Department,  and  the  number  filed 
this  last  year,  including  Branches,  was  over 
265,000  ;  of  this  number  232,000  were  put  in 
the  catalogues  of  the  Central  Library.  The 
Public  catalogue,  that  in  Bates  Hall,  contains 
approximately  1,200,000  cards.  Our  cards 
run  about  70  to  the  inch,  and  at  that  rate  there 
are  in  the  Public  catalogue  1,428  linear  feet, 
or  something  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  cards 
standing  on  edge. 

It  has  been  found  expedient  to  multiply  our 
departmental  catalogues.  The  Fine  Arts  De- 
partment, the  Brown  Music  Library,  and  the 
Map  Collection  has  each  its  own  catalogue 
which  is  duplicated  in  the  Bates  Hall  catalogue. 
The  cards  of  the  other  special  collections, 
such  as  the  Ticknor,  Barton,  Bowditch,  Prince, 
and  others,  are  filed  in  one  alphabet  in  cases  in 
the  Barton-Ticknor  room,  on  the  third  floor. 
The  Statistical  Department  has  its  own  cata- 
logue. About  60  per  cent,  of  all  titles  are 
placed  in  three  catalogues,  that  is,  in  the 
Public  catalogue  in  Bates  Hall,  the  Official, 
in  the  Catalogue  Department,  and  in  at  least 
one  of  the  Special  libraries  catalogues.  The 
total  number  of  cards  in  all  the  catalogues  can- 
not be  less  than  two  and  one-half  millions. 
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Many  men  have  made  their  impress  on  the 
catalogue:  Mr.  Jewett,  clarum  et  venerabile 
nomen  !  Mr.  Winsor,  Mr.  W.  A.  Wheeler, 
Mr.  James  M.  Hubbard,  and  most  of  all  since 
Mr.  Jewett,  Mr.  James  L.  Whitney,  our  present 
Librarian. 

So  much  for  the  growth  of  the  catalogue. 
As  for  the  sort  of  catalogue  it  is,  I  sup- 
pose every  one  in  this  audience  knows  that 
it  is  a  dictionary  catalogue.  It  is  built  on 
lines  of  common  sense,  and  utility  has  always 
overborne  consistency  in  its  making.  Many 
of  us  who  have  worked  longest  upon  it  have 
had  much  opportunity  to  deal  directly  with  the 
public  and  to  get  a  good  notion  of  how  the 
average  man  approaches  a  big  catalogue.  If 
we  can  hit  the  subject  heading  that  the  average 
man  will  look  for,  we  adopt  it,  and  care  very 
little  whether  it  is  scientifically  consistent  with 
the  rest  of  our  allied  subject  headings.  Of 
course  we  always  mean  to  make  a  see  refer- 
ence from  the  logically  scientific  heading  to 
the  one  which  we  adopt,  if  different,  and  we 
also  try  to  keep  all  our  allied  subject-headings 
connected  together  by  full  and  minute  cross- 
references. 

There  are  many  points  which,  were  we 
making  the  catalogue  de  novo,  we  should 
probably  change.  I  think  perhaps  one  of  the 
worst  of  our  faults  is  the  geographical  arrange- 
ment of  subjects,  particularly  those  of  a  scien- 
tific sort,  such  as  botany  or  geology.  At 
present  it  is  impossible  for  the  specialist  to 
find  everything  we  have  on  such  a  subject  as 
botany,  for  each  monograph  on  the  botany  of 
any  particular  place  was  for  many  years 
entered  under  the  name  of  the  place  only. 
For  the  last  six  or  eight  years  we  have  tried 
to  remedy  this  defect  by  putting  these  titles 
under  both  the  local  and  general  subject- 
headings,  and  inasmuch  as  the  bulk  of  this 
sort  of  writings  is  in  pamphlet  form  and  is  on 


pasted  or  manuscript  cards  which  will  sooner 
or  later  be  reprinted,  the  specialist  will  be  able 
when  that  is  done  to  find  all  of  our  material 
on  such  subjects  in  one  place. 

We  treat  every  separate  publication,  whether 
a  broadside  or  a  book  of  a  thousand  pages,  as 
a  volume,  and  we  do  all  the  analysis  work  that 
we  can.  Collections  of  monographs  by  differ- 
ent writers  we  always  analyze,  and  we  try  to 
do  this  work  on  the  publications  of  academies 
and  learned  societies  all  the  world  over. 
Nothing,  I  believe,  enriches  a  catalogue  so 
much  or  makes  its  material  so  accessible  as 
this  analysis  work.  For  the  last  five  years  we 
have  done  on  the  average  between  five  thou- 
sand and  six  thousand  such  titles  yeariy. 

But  I  do  not  intend  to  apologize  for  the 
catalogue.  It  was  a  pioneer  in  catalogue  woik 
in  this  country,  and  with  all  its  inconsistencies 
and  short-comings,  of  which  no  one  is  so  con- 
scious as  we  who  have  given  our  lives,  or  the 
best  part  of  them,  to  its  upbuilding,  it  b  the 
best  catalogue,  bulk  for  bulk,  in  the  world 
This  is  not  an  official  opinion,  but  is  one  ex- 
pressed in  my  hearing  within  a  month  by  the 
ripest  scholar  I  know,  who  has  used  libraries 
and  catalogues  not  only  in  Europe,  but  in  aQ 
parts  of  this  country.  Mr.  Alleyne  Ireland,  a 
thorough  Englishman  who  is  now  on  a  missk)ii 
to  the  Far  East,  sent  by  the  University  of 
Chicago,  expressed  in  almost  the  same  words 
his  admiration  of  our  catalogue.  He  had  been 
using  it  steadily  for  nearly  a  year,  when,  last 
summer,  he  returned  to  England,  and  while 
in  London  tried  to  continue  his  work  at  the 
British  Museum.  He  tried  it  for  neariy  a 
week,  and  then,  as  he  told  me,  he  went  to  a 
high  official  and  said :  **  My  time  is  too  valu- 
able for  me  to  work  in  this  library;  wbat 
you  should  do  is  to  take  your  entire  force  o«r 
to  the  States  and  learn  how  to  run  a  library 
and  make  a  catalogue.'^ 
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PAINS   AND   PENALTIES   IN   LIBRARY   WORK. 
By  Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  Chief  of  the  Circulation  Department^  New  York  Public  Library, 


1 N  somewhat  the  same  way  as  Irving  makes 
Diedrich  Knickerbocker  begin  his  history  of 
New  York  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  so 
we  may  open  a  discussion  of  this  subject  with 
a  word  on  the  theory  of  punishment.     We  all 
know   that    neither   moral   philosophers    nor 
penologists  are  agreed  in  this  matter.     Do  we 
inflict  punishment  to  satisfy  our  eternal  sense 
of  justice,  to  prevent  further  wrong-doing  on 
the  part  of  the  person  punished,  as  an  example 
to  others,  or  to  reform  the  delinquent  ?     So  far 
as  the  justicial  theory  goes,  it  is  unnecessary 
here  to  discuss  whether  it  is  founded  merely  on 
the  old  savage  feeling  of  revenge,  which  hav- 
ing done  its  part  in  ensuring  punishment  to 
the  wrong-doer  in  the  uncivilized  past,  should 
now  be  put  aside.     As  a   matter  of  fact  the 
rule,  •*  Let   no  guilty  man  escape,"  is  a  very 
good  one  for  practical  purposes,  whatever  its 
theoretical    implications.     Why  should   it  be 
necessary   to   proceed   according  to  any   one 
theory  in  administering  punishment?     Practi- 
cally in  the  home,  at  school,  and  in  the  court- 
room the  simple  administration  of  justice  does 
very  well  for  us,  and  when  we  go  a  little  farther 
into  the  matter  we  see  that  each  of  the  other 
elements  enters  into  consideration.     Certainly 
it  is  so  in  the  library. 

Penalties  for  the  infraction  of  our  rules 
should  be  so  inflicted  that  future  wrong-doing 
both  on  the  part  of  the  culprit  and  on  that  of 
the  remainder  of  the  public  becomes  less  likely 
than  before.  Whether  we  always  do  this  in 
the  most  satisfactory  way  may  be  queried. 

Punishable  acts  committed  in  a  library  may 
be  divided,  according  to  the  old  ecclesiastical 
classification,  into  tnala  prohibita  and  mala  in 
se ;  in  other  words,  into  acts  that  are  simply 
contrary  to  library  regulations  and  those  that 
are  absolutely  wrong.  To  steal  a  book  is 
wrong  anywhere  and  does  not  become  so 
merely  because  the  act  is  committed  in  a  li- 
brary;  but  the  retention  of  a  borrowed  book  for 


fifteen  instead  of  fourteen  days  is  not  absolutely 
wrong,  but  simply  contrary  to  library  regula- 
tions. 

The  keeping  of  books  overtime  is  a  purely 
library  offence,  committe'd  against  the  library 
and  to  be  punished  by  the  library ;  and  with 
it  may  be  classed  such  infractions  of  the  rules 
as  failure  to« charge  or  discharge  a  book,  loud 
talking  or  misbehavior  below  the  rank  of  really 
disorderly  conduct,  such  injury  to  books  as 
does  not  constitute  wilful  mutilation,  the  giv- 
ing of  a  fictitious  name  at  the  application  desk, 
etc. 

For  all   these   strictly   library  offences  the 
favorite  penalties  seem  to  be  two  in  number  — 
the  exaction  of  a  fine  and  exclusion  from  library 
privileges  —  temporary   or   permanent.      The 
former  is   more   used  than   the  latter,  and  I 
venture  to  think  unjustly  so.     From    the  sole 
standpoint  of  punishment  the  great  advantage 
of  a  fine  is  that  it  touches  people  in  their  most 
sensitive   point  —  the  pocket.     But  this   is  a 
ganglion  whose  sensitiveness  is  in  inverse  pro- 
portion to  its  size ;  in  one  case  the  exaction  of 
a  cent  means   the  confiscation  of  the  posses- 
sor's entire  fortune ;  in  another  the  delinquent 
could   part   with   a   hundred   dollars   without 
depriving  himself  of  a  necessity  or  a  pleasure. 
Of  course  this  lack  of  adaptability  to  the  con- 
ditions of  the  person  to  be  punished  is  not 
confined  to  this  one  method.     Imprisonment, 
for  Instance,  may  be  the  ruin  of  a  life  to  the 
hitherto  respectable  person,  while  to  the  tramp 
it  may  simply  mean  a  month's  shelter  and  food. 
But  in  the  case  of  a  money  penalty  the  lack  of 
adaptability  is  particularly  noticeable,and  hence 
wherever  it  is  exacted  a  large  portion  of  the 
public  comes  to  forget  that  it  is  a  penalty  at  all. 
Instead  of  a  punishment  exacted  in  return  for 
the   commission   of  a   misdemeanor   and    in- 
tended to  discourage  the  repetition  thereof,  it 
is  looked  upon  as  payment  for  the  privilege  of 
committing  the  misdemeanor,  and   it  in  fact 
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becomes  this  very  thing.  Thus,  in  states 
where  there  is  a  prohibitory  law,  and  periodi- 
cal raids  are  made  on  saloons  with  the  result- 
ing fines,  these  fines  often  become  in  effect 
license  fees,  and  are  so  regarded  by  both 
delinquents  and  authorities.  Where  a  munici- 
pality provides  that  automobiles  shall  not  be 
speeded  in  its  streets  under  penalty  of  a  heavy 
fine,  the  wealthy  owners  of  motor-carriages  too 
often  regard  this  as  permission  to  speed  on 
payment  of  a  stated  amount,  and  act  accord- 
ingly. So  in  the  library,  the  fine  for  keeping 
books  overtime  is  widely  regarded  as  a  charge 
for  the  privilege  of  keeping  the  books  longer 
than  the  formal  rules  allow.  Being  so  re- 
garded, the  fine  loses  a  great  part  of  its  puni- 
tive effect,  and  largely  becomes  in  fact  what  it 
is  popularly  thought  to  be.  Thus  we  have  a 
free  public  library  granting  extra  prinleges  to 
those  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  them  and  with- 
holding the  same  from  those  who  cannot  afford 
to  pay  —  an  extremely  objectional  state  of 
things. 

In  making  this  characterization  I  am  aware 
that  the  sale  of  additional  facilities  and  privi- 
leges by  a  free  library  is  regarded  as  proper  by 
a  large  number  of  librarians,  and  that  the  ex- 
tension of  systems  of  which  it  is  a  feature  is 
widely  urged.  It  is  found  in  the  St.  Louis 
plan  for  fiction,  which  has  been  so  successful, 
and  still  more  in  Mr.  Dewey's  proposed  library 
bookstore.  That  all  these  plans  are  admirable 
in  many  ways  may  be  freely  acknowledged. 
In  so  far  as  they  may  be  adopted  by  endowed 
libraries  they  are  certainly  unobjectionable. 
But  in  spite  of  their  advantages,  it  seems  to 
me  that  their  use  in  an  institution  supported 
from  the  public  funds  is  a  mistake.  The 
direct  payment  of  money  to  any  institution  so 
supported,  even  if  such  payment  is  logically 
justifiable,  is  open  to  so  much  misconstruction 
and  is  so  commonly  misunderstood  or  misin- 
terpreted, that  I  would  hold  up  as  an  ideal  the 
total  abolition  of  all  money  transactions 
between  the  individual  members  of  a  public 
and  institutions  supported  by  that  public  as  a 
whole. 

The    present    subject    evidently   does    not 


justify  further  discussion  of  this  point,  but  its 
mention  here  is  proper  because  if  library  fines 
have  become  in  many  cases  payments  for  a 
privilege,  that  very  fact  should  lead  those  who 
agree  with  what  has  been  said  above  to  strive 
for  their  abolition. 

Another  objection  to  the  fine,  which  is, 
curiously  enough,  also  the  chief  reason  why  it 
is  almost  hopeless  to  look  for  its  abolition,  is 
the  fact  that  wherever  fines  have  been  applied 
they  have  become  a  source  of  revenue  that 
cannot  well  be  neglected.  In  a  village  not  far 
from  New  York  the  receipts  from  bicycle  fines 
at  one  time  nearly  paid  the  running  expenses 
of  the  place.  Agitation  in  £avor  of  substituting 
other  methods  of  punishing  the  cyclists  who 
ride  on  the  sidewalks  and  fail  to  light  their 
lamps  at  sundown  would  evidently  be  hopeless 
here.  In  the  same  way  receipts  from  fines 
have  become  a  ver}'  considerable  source  of  in- 
come in  large  libraries,  and  are  not  to  be 
neglected  even  in  small  ones.  This  is  appar- 
ent in  the  following  table : 


Income. 

Boston $309>4i7>S3 

Chicago aS5,Q5i.aa 

Philadelphia '4if954'4S 

Brooklyn 105,081.19 

N.  Y.  F.  C.  Im 91,613.1a 

Buffalo 87,946.85 

Milwaukee 71,338.80 

San  Francisco 64,966.31 

Newark 43,760.36 


Fima, 

7.>3«>9 
4/)I5.j6 

»,J50i5 


Evidently  the  abolition  of  fines  in  these 
cases  would  mean  a  reduction  of  income  that 
would  make  itself  felt  at  once. 

Now,  of  course,  the  knowledge  that  the  de- 
tection of  wrongdoing  is  financially  profitable 
to  the  detector  results  in  increased  \ngilance. 
So  far,  that  is  a  good  thing.  But  it  goes 
farther  than  this:  it  makes  the  authorities 
strict  regarding  technicalities;  it  may  even 
lead  to  the  encouragement  of  infraction  of  the 
law  in  order  that  the  penalties  may  reach  a 
larger  amount.  In  the  town  that  is  supported 
by  bicycle  fines  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  no 
resident  calls  the  attention  of  the  unwan'  ct- 
clist  to  the  warning  sign,  past  which  he  wheels 
toward   the   sidewalk.     To  do   so  would  de- 
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crease  the  village  revenue  and  raise  taxes.  So 
too,  what  librarian  would  wish  to  adopt  any 
course  that  will  certainly  reduce  the  money  at 
his  disposal  for  salaries  and  books  ? 

Supposing,  however,  that  this  loss  can  be 
made  up  in  some  way,  is  there  anything  tl\at 
can  be  substituted  for  the  fine?  It  has  already 
been  stated  that  suspension  from  library  priv- 
ileges is  in  use  as  a  penalty  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
this  should  not  be  extended  to  the  case  of 
overdue  books.  There  might,  for  instance,  be 
a  rule  that  for  every  day  of  illegal  retention  of 
a  book  the  holder  should  be  suspended  from 
library  privileges  for  one  week.  The  date  of 
expiration  of  the  suspension  would  be  noted 
on  the  holder's  card,  and  the  card  would  not 
be  returned  to  him  before  that  date. 

This  plan  would  probably  have  interesting 
results  which  there  is  not  time  to  anticipate 
here.  But  as  long  as  books  cost  money  and 
librarians  refuse  to  work  altogether  for  love, 
financial  considerations  must  play  a  large  part 
in  library  changes.  The  only  way  in  which 
fines  can  be  abolished  without  decreasing  in- 
come is  to  make  the  abolition  a  condition  of 
an  increased  appropriation,  which,  of  course, 
could  be  done  by  the  appropriating  body. 
The  making  of  such  a  condition  is  extremely 
unlikely.  Hence,  if  we  agree  that  fines  are 
undesirable  we  must  regard  their  abolition  as 
an  unattainable  ideal.  We  may,  however, 
treat  them  so  as  to  minimize  their  bad  effect, 
and  this,  I  believe,  may  be  done  in  either  or 
both  of  the  following  two  ways : 

(i)  We  may  emphasize  the  punitive  value 
of  the  fine  and  at  the  same  time  increase  its 
value  as  a  source  of  revenue  by  making  it 
larger.  This  would  doubtless  decrease  the 
number  of  overdue  books,  and  the  exact  point 
where  the  increase  should  stop  would  be  the 
point  where  this  decrease  should  so  balance 
the  increase  of  fines  as  to  make  the  total  re- 
ceipts a  maximum ;  or,  if  this  maximum  should 
greatly  exceed  the  revenue  received  from  fines 
under  the  old  arrangement,  then  the  rate 
could  be  still  farther  increased  until  the  total 
receipts  fell  to  the  old  amount.     The  practi- 


cal method  would  be  to  increase  the  fines  by  a 
fraction  of  a  cent  per  day  at  inter\'als  of  several 
months,  comparing  the  total  receipts  for  each 
interval  with  that  of  the  corresponding  period 
under  the  old  arrangement ;  and  stopping  when 
this  sum  showed  signs  of  decrease. 

(2)  We  may  give  the  librarian  the  option 
of  substituting  suspension  for  the  fine  when- 
ever, in  his  judgment,  this  is  advisable.  This 
is  the  course  pursued  by  the  law  when  it  gives 
to  the  trial  judge  the  option  of  fining  or  im- 
prisoning an  offender.  In  cases  where  a  fine 
is  no  punishment  at  all,  and  where  books  are 
kept  overtime  deliberately,  suspension  from 
library  privileges  would  probably  prove  salu- 
tary. A  variant  of  the  second  plan  would  be 
to  allow  the  culprit  himself  to  substitute  sus- 
pension for  his  fine.  This  in  effect  is  what 
the  offender  in  the  police  court  does  when  he 
avows  that  he  has  not  the  money  to  pay  his 
fine  and  is  sent  to  jail  to  work  it  off.  At  pres- 
ent when  a  library  offender  is  manifestly  una- 
ble to  pay  his  fine  there  is  usually  no  alternative 
but  to  remit  it  or  to  deny  the  culprit  access  to 
the  library  until  it  is  paid  —  in  many  cases  an 
unreasonably  heavy  punishment. 

Of  course  there  is  no  reason  why  all  these 
modifications  of  existing  rules  should  not  be 
made  together.  According  to  this  plan  fines 
would  be  raised  and  suspension  would  be  sub- 
stituted in  any  case  at  the  librarian's  option 
and  in  all  cases  where  the  person  fined  avows 
that  he  is  unable  to  pay  his  fine.  The  rates 
can  be  so  adjusted  that  under  this  plan  there 
is  no  decrease  of  revenue,  but  rather  a  net  in- 
crease. 

Of  course  the  adoption  of  such  rules  would 
be  regarded  by  a  large  portion  of  the  public  as 
a  curtailment  of  privileges,  but  such  an  outcry 
as  it  would  probably  raise  ought  not  to  be  ob- 
jectionable as  it  is  a  necessary  step  in  the  in- 
struction of  the  users  of  a  library  regarding  the 
proper  function  of  penalties  for  infraction  of 
its  rules.  These  rules  are  for  the  benefit  of 
the  majority  and  the  good  sense  of  that  major- 
ity  ought  to,  and  doubtless  would,  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  library  authorities  on  short  notice. 

As  long  as  the  library  fine  is  a  recognized 
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penalty,  numerous  petty  questions  will  continue 
to  arise  regarding  its  collection,  registration, 
and  use.  Any  exhaustive  treatment  of  these 
is  impossible  in  the  limits  of  a  single  paper  and 
I  have  chosen  to  neglect  most  of  them  in  order 
to  dwell  on  the  question  in  its  larger  aspects. 
It  is  the  exaction  of  the  fine,  after  all,  that  is 
the  library  penalty  —  the  money  is  part  of  the 
library  income  and  its  collection  and  disposi- 
tion are  properly  questions  of  finance.  One 
point,  however,  regarding  the  disposition  of 
the  fines  bears  directly  on  what  has  been  said. 
In  municipal  public  libraries  like  that  of  Boston, 
where  the  city  requires  that  the  fines  shall  be 
turned  directly  into  the  public  treasury  and  not 
retained  for  library  use,  the  substitution  of  a 
different  penalty  would  presumably  involve  no 
diminution  of  income.  From  ordinary  consid- 
erations of  equity,  however,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  disposition  of  the  fines  is  objectiona- 
ble. If  the  fines  are  to  be  turned  into  the  city 
treasury  they  should  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  library  appropriation  as  they  are  in 
Brooklyn. 

Regarding  the  collection  of  fines  there  are 
one  or  two  points  that  bear  directly  on  their 
efficiency  as  a  punitive  measure.  First,  shall 
fines  be  charged  ?  It  seems  a  hardship  to  re- 
fuse a  well-known  member  a  book  because  he 
does  not  happen  to  have  with  him  the  change 
to  pay  a  15  cent  fine.  This  point  of  view, 
however,  loses  sight  again  of  the  element  of 
punishment.  When  the  delinquent  who  is 
fined  a  dollar  in  the  police  court  does  not  have 
the  money  with  him,  does  he  request  the  mag- 
istrate to  charge  it  and  send  in  a  bill  for  the 
month's  penalties  all  at  once?  The  true 
method,  I  am  convinced,  is  to  insist  on  cash 
payment  of  fines,  and  if  this  is  done  promptly 
their  character  as  penalties  will  be  more  gener- 
ally recognized. 

Another  point  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  fines  is  their  effect  on  the  assistants  them- 
selves. In  every  library  a  stream  of  money 
[>asses  in  at  the  desk  in  very  small  amounts. 
This  must  all  be  accounted  for,  and  we  have 
the  alternative  of  requiring  vouchers  for  every 
cent  or   of   simply   keeping   a    memorandum 


account  and  seeing  that  the  cash  corresponds 
with  it  at  the  close  of  the  day. 

This  latter  plan,  in  some  form,  is  usually 
adopted.  To  misappropriate  funds  under  these 
circumstances  is  not  difiScult,  and  I  submit  that 
it  is  not  right  to  place  a  large  number  of  young 
girls  in  a  situation  where  such  misappropriation 
is  easy  and  safe.  In  spite  of  Mark  Twain,  who 
prays  that  he  may  be  led  into  temptation  early 
and  often,  that  he  may  get  accustomed  to  it,  I 
do  not  believe  that  this  is  a  good  general  i>oIicj 
to  pursue.  We  all  know  of  cases  where  as- 
sistants have  fallen  into  temptation,  and  we 
should  not  hold  the  library  altogether  blame- 
less in  the  matter.  But  on  general  principles 
such  a  plan  is  not  good  business.  Every  one 
who  is  responsible  for  money  collected  must 
show  vouchers  that  he  turns  over  every  cent 
that  has  been  given  to  him.  Why  should  tbe 
library  assistant  be  an  exception  ?  I  look  to 
see  some  form  of  cash  register  on  every  chai^g- 
ing  desk  in  the  ideal  library  of  the  future,  nor 
can  I  see  that  its  use  would  be  a  reflection  on 
the  honesty  of  the  assistants  any  more  than  tbe 
refusal  of  a  bank  to  cash  an  improperly  en- 
dorsed  check  is  a  reflection  on  the  honesty  of 
the  holder. 

This  is  on  the  supposition  that  we  are  to 
retain  the  fine  as  a  penalty.  Such  considera- 
tions, of  course,  weigh  down  the  balance  still 
more  strongly  in  favor  of  its  abolition. 

I  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  the  penaltr 
for  keeping  books  overtime  because   the  rule 
on  this  subject  is  the  one  that  is  chiefly  broken 
in  a  free  public   librar}'.     Other   offences  are 
usually  dealt   with   by  suspension,    and  very 
properly  so.     For  the  loss  or  accidental  injury 
of  a  book,  however,  a  fine  is  again  the  penally, 
and  here,  as  the   offence  is  the  causing  of  i 
definite  money   loss  to   the    library,  there  is 
more  reason  for  it.     The  money  in  this  case, 
indeed,  is  to  be  regarded  as  damages,  and  its 
payment  is  rather  restitution  than  punishment. 
Even    here,    however,    the    argument   againsi 
money    transactions    with    a    free    institutioi 
seems  to  hold  good.     There  is  no  reason  ifi 
the    majority  of  cases  why  he    who   loses  of 
destroys  a  book  should  not  give  to  the  librarr 
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a  new  copy  instead  of  the  price  thereof,  and 
for  minor  injury  suspension  is  surely  an  ade- 
quate penalty. 

Here  we  may  pause  for  a  moment  to  ask : 
What  right  has  a  library  to  inflict  any  penalties 
at  all  ?  I  must  leave  the  full  discussion  of  this 
question  to  the  lawyers,  but  I  am  quite  sure 
that  libraries,  like  some  other  corporations, 
often  enact  and  enforce  rules  that  they  have  no 
legal  right  to  make.  To  cite  an  instance  that 
came  under  my  own  observation,  the  Brooklyn 
Public  Library's  rules  were  for  more  than  a 
year,  according  to  good  authority,  absolutely 
invalid  because  they  had  not  been  enacted  by 
the  Municipal  Assembly,  and  that  library  had 
no  right  to  collect  a  single  fine.  Yet  during 
this  time  it  did  collect  fines  amounting  to 
several  thousand  dollars,  and  not  a  word  of 
protest  was  heard  from  the  public.  In  this 
and  similar  cases  we  are  getting  down  to  first 
principles  —  the  consent  of  the  governed ; 
which,  whether  based  on  ignorance  or  knowl- 
edge, is  what  we  must  rely  on  in  the  end  for 
the  enforcement  of  law  in  self-governing  com- 
munities. I  am  afraid  that  it  is  this  general 
consent,  in  a  good  many  instances,  that  is 
enabling  us  to  enforce  our  regulations,  rather 
than  any  right  derived  from  positive  law.  To 
take  a  related  instance,  it  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain that  libraries  are  not  breaking  the  law  of 
libel  every  time  they  send  out  an  overdue  postal 
notice.  The  courts  have  held  that  a  dun  on  a 
postal  is  libellous,  and  our  overdue  cards 
specifically  inform  the  person  to  whom  they 
are  addressed  that  he  owes  money  to  the 
library,  and  threaten  him  with  punishment  if 
the  debt  is  not  paid.  Yet  although  occa- 
sional delinquents  remark  that  the  law  is 
violated  by  these  postals,  public  libraries  in 
aU  parts  of  the  United  States  continue  to 
send  them  out  by  thousands  daily  with  few 
protests.  This  seems  clearly  a  case  where 
the  public  consents  to  a  punitive  measure  of 
doubtfid  legality,  and  approves  it  for  the  pub- 
lic good. 

The  second  of  the  two  classes  into  which  we 
have  divided  infractions  of  library  rules  con- 
sists of  those  that  are  also  contrary  to  statute 


law  or  municipal  regulation.  How  far  shall 
these  be  dealt  with  purely  from  the  library 
standpoint,  and  when  shall  they  be  turned 
over  to  the  public  authorities?  If  a  small  boy 
yells  at  the  desk-assistant  through  door  or 
window  he  is  a  disturber  of  the  peace ;  if  he 
throws  at  her  some  handy  missile,  such  as  a 
vegetable  or  a  tin  can,  as  occasionally  happens 
in  certain  sections  of  unregenerate  New  York, 
he  is  technically  committing  an  assault ;  shall 
he  be  handed  over  to  the  police  ? 

Of  course  one  must  not  treat  trifles  too 
seriously.  Yet  probably  libraries  have  been 
somewhat  too  timid  about  dealing  with  petty 
offences.  There  is  an  unwillingness  to  drag 
the  library  into  the  police  reports  that  seems 
to  be  a  relic  of  the  days  when  all  libraries 
were  haunts  of  scholarly  seclusion. 

The  modern  public  library  cannot  afford  to 
be  considered  an  ••easy  mark"  by  those  who 
wish  to  indulge  in  horse  play  or  commit  petty 
misdemeanors,  and  in  some  cases  it  is  in 
danger  of  getting  this  reputation. 

When  we  come  to  more  serious  offences, 
the  library's  duty  is  clearer.  Theft,  wilful 
mutilation  of  books,  or  grave  disorder  must  of 
course  be  punished.  In  many  cases,  however, 
the  detection  of  the  first  two  offences  is  very 
difficult.  Theft  from  open  shelves  is  easy. 
For  the  thousands  of  books  lost  yearly  in  this 
way  hardly  a  culprit  meets  punishment.  I 
have  known  a  professional  detective  to  confess 
that  the  open  shelf  baffled  him.  ••  If  you  will 
only  shut  the  books  up,"  he  said,  ••  I  can  find 
out  who  takes  'em ;  but  here  everybody  is  tak- 
ing out  books  and  walking  around  with  them." 
When  the  professional  acknowledges  himself 
beaten,  what  shall  the  librarian  do?  Mutila- 
tion is  even  harder  to  detect.  In  both  these 
cases  the  offender  has  simply  to  wait  his 
opportunity.  Sooner  or  later  there  will  be  a 
second  or  two  when  no  assistant  is  looking, 
even  if  the  man  is  under  long-standing  sus- 
picion, and  in  that  brief  time  the  book  is 
slipped  into  the  pocket  or  the  leaf  is  torn  out. 
Even  when  the  offender  is  caught  in  the  act, 
the  magistrate  may  not  hold,  or  the  jury  may 
fail    to    convict.     A  persistent    mutilator   of 
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books  in  one  of  our  branch  libraries  escaped 
punishment  last  winter  because  the  custodian 
of  the  reading-room  where  he  was  caught  did 
not  wait  until  the  leaf  on  which  he  was  work- 
ing was  actually  severed.  The  man  asserted 
that  the  sharp  lead  pencil  that  he  was  using  to 
separate  the  leaf  was  merely  being  employed 
to  mark  a  place,  and  thus  by  confessing  to  a 
minor  defacement  he  escaped  the  penalty  of 
the  more  serious  offence. 

For  a  library  that  is  thus  forced  to  appeal 
continually  to  the  law  to  protect  its  assistants, 
its  users,  and  its  collections,  a  manual  of 
library  law  would  be  useful,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  this 


Association  to  take  the  matter  in  charge  would 
not  be  eminently  justified. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  this  paper  that  it  has 
been  obliged  to  dwell  on  the  darker  side  of 
library  work.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remind 
an  audience  of  librarians  that  this  is  not  the 
prominent  side.  All  users  of  a  library  are  not 
delinquents  or  law-breakers,  and  the  assistants 
have  other  and  better  work  than  to  act  as  fine- 
collectors  and  detectives.  The  sombre  effect 
of  what  you  have  just  heard  should  have  been 
dispelled  by  a  paper  on  *«  Rewards  and  delights 
of  library  work,"  but  this  the  Program  Com- 
mittee has  seen  fit  to  omit,  probably  because 
it  is  not  necessary  to  emphasize  the  obvious. 


THE   GIFT    EXTREMELY   RARE. 


By  Isabel  Ely  Lord,  Librarian  of  Bryn  Mawr  College. 


IT  is  whispered,  with  what  authority  I  cannot 
myself  determine,  that  the  day  of  textual 
criticism  is  past,  and  since  librarianship  is,  we 
are  somewhat  insistently  told,  the  profession 
of  the  future,  it  would  hardly  be  fitting  to 
attempt  such  work  in  this  particular  place. 
But  fortunately  exposition  is  still  possible  and 
useful.  It  is  true  that  we  should  read  great 
literature  itself,  but  equally  true  that  exposi- 
tion of  certain  specimens  of  great  literature  is 
very  helpful.  Plato,  indeed,  remains  Plato, 
and  the  source  of  all  philosophy  except  what 
can  be  dug  up  out  of  Aristotle,  and  the  expo- 
sitor remains  only  an  expositor;  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  by  diligence  and  devotion  the 
latter  may  be  of  much  more  value  to  the  world 
than  he  could  possibly  be  by  any  attempt  to 
produce  original  work.  Moreover,  it  is  not 
well  that  all  the  serious  thinking  that  has  been 
done  about  the  world's  great  philosophies  and 
poems  should  be  lost  to  that  world.  It  is  for 
these  reasons  that  the  present  scribe  diffidently 
presents  certain  researches  on  what  she  has 
grown  to  believe  a  really  great  poem.  The 
analysis  and  comments  are  open  to  criticism 
and  emendation  ;  they  are  offered  as  sug«;ostive 


rather  than  final.     This  is,  is  it  not,  the  tree 
spirit  of  research  ? 

The  poem,  then,  is  one  undoubtedly  known 
to  all  this  audience,  so  accustomed  to  hear 
itself  called  literary  and  learned,  but  with  your 
kind  tolerance  I  will  repeat  it,  begging  you  to 
note  it  carefully  as  a  whole  before  it  is  con- 
sidered in  detail.     It  runs  as  follows : 

**THE   CHA-ME-LE-ON. 

"  A  use-fuJ  left>son  you  may  con. 
My  child,  frotn  the  Cha-me-le-oa. 
He  has  the  gift,  ex-treme-ly  rare 
In  an.i.mais,  oi sa-voir  fair*. 
And  if  the  se-cret  you  would  |^ess 
Of  the  Cha-me4e-on*s  suc-cess, 
A-dapt  your-self  with  great-est  care 
To  your  sur-round-ings  ev^r-y.where. 
And  then,  un.less  your  sex  pre>vent. 
Some  day  you  may  be  Pre-Ri^ent." 

The  author  of  the  poem,   I   hardly  need  to 
say,  is  Mr.  Oliver  Herford. 

As  the  substance  of  the  lines  is  our  espccd 
subject,  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  the  style,  except 
to  point  out  how  admirable  it  is.  There  aft 
no  flourishes,  no  unnecessary  words,  no  p«J- 
ding.  It  has  the  simplicity  and  directness  rf 
all  great  poetry.  Its  theme  may  perhaps  be 
most  clearly  expressed  in  the  following  wofds: 
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//  is  one  of  the  great  laws  of  nature  that 
adaptability  is  necessary  to  achieve  true  suc- 
cess. Such  a  bald  and  unpoetical  statement 
is  inadequate,  but  sufficiently  clear.  To  illus- 
trate this  vital  truth  Mr.  Herford  has  turned 
to  the  animal  world,  and,  like  a  new  £sop, 
has  found  us  an  example  among  the  humbler 
creations.  It  is  easily  to  be  seen  that  no  other 
animal  in  the  zoologies  —  and  there  are  a 
great  many  more  there  than  anywhere  else  — 
could  illustrate  this  point  at  all  convincingly. 
We  all  see  this  now,  but  only  the  imagination 
of  the  poet  could  have  soared  to  seize  it  first. 
To  set  forth  the  theme,  the  poet  takes  refuge 
in  no  artifice.  He  does  not  need  allusion 
or  illusion,  but  relies  only  on  simplicity  and 
sincerity.  He  gives,  too,  a  noble  example, 
shining  among  the  decadent  poets  of  the  day 
like  the  good  deed  that  lights  a  naughty  world, 
when  he  boldly  declares  in  the  first  words  he 
utters  that  he  has  a  directly  moral  aim.  There 
is  no  art  for  art's  sake  in  question  with  Mr. 
Herford ;  he  uses  his  art  to  convey  great  moral 
truths.     Thus  begin  the  potent  words : 

'*  A  use-ful  les-son  you  may  con, 
My  child,  from  the  ChR.me>le<on.*' 

There  is  no  command,  no  force.  You  may 
con,  if  you  will.  It  is  possible  that  some  care- 
less readers  may  have  been  misled  by  the 
words  *•  my  child"  into  thinking  that  the 
poem  was  not  written  for  adult  minds.  Dis- 
abuse yourselves  of  that  notion  at  once,  I  beg. 
They  indicate  only  the  attitude  of  the  moral 
teacher.  Thus  Socrates  might  have  addressed 
his  pupils ;  thus  Mrs.  Eddy  addresses  those 
who  have  read  all  that  she  has  written. 

The  moral  purpose  of  the  poem,  and  the 
object  from  which  the  lesson  is  to  be  drawn, 
being  thus  clearly  placed  before  the  reader, 
the  poet  continues,  with  exquisite  economy  of 
words,  to  give  the  reasons  for  his  exhortation. 
He  might  well  have  interpolated  here  a  beauti- 
ful description  or  some  far-fetched  simile  to 
suggest  the  ideal  he  holds  aloft,  but  he  prefers 
rather  to  concentrate  the  mind  more  and  more 
on  the  great  facts  he  enunciates.  To  turn 
again  for  a  moment  to  style,  perhaps  there  is 
no  better  place  than  this   to  point  out  how 


direct  Mr.  Herford's  method  is.  He  never 
leaves  you  guessing.  The  subject  comes  when 
and  where  you  expect  it,  and  the  verb  is  never 
far  to  seek.  It  is  remarkable,  also,  to  note 
that  the  proportion  of  words  derived  from  any 
source  but  the  pure  fount  of  Anglo-Saxon  is 
singularly  small. 

This  last  fact  makes  all  the  more  striking 
Mr.  Herford's  bold  and  original  use  of  two 
words  of  an  absolutely  foreign  tongue,  intro- 
duced in  the  next  two  lines : 

**  He  has  the  gift,  ex4reme-ly  rare 
In  an-i-maU,  oi sa-voir  faireV 

Why  has  the  poet  here  used  two  words  from 
the  French  language?  The  reason  is  plain, 
after  a  moment's  reflection.  French  has  been 
for  centuries,  and  still  is,  the  one  language 
known  to  the  polite  societies  of  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  earth.  In  old-fashioned  phrase- 
ology, it  is  the  ♦•  polite  language."  And  the 
words  he  takes  from  it  make  up  an  expression 
that,  although  it  means  literally  **  to  know 
how  to  do,"  has  come  to  mean,  as  we  all  rec- 
ognize, the  right  outward  manner  of  doing  any 
given  thing,  especially  any  social  act.  It  is 
said,  by  the  way,  that  a  stupid  man  could  never 
become  a  saint ;  it  is  certain  that  a  gleam  of 
intelligence  is  required  for  the  cultivation  of 
savoir  faire.  But  to  return.  The  tremen- 
dous significance  of  all  this  grows  as  we  medi- 
tate upon  it,  and  when  we  read  the  next  four 
lines  — 

**  And  if  the  se-cret  you  would  gueas 
Of  the  Cha-me.le>on'8  success, 
A.dapt  jrour.self  with  crreat.est  care 
To  your  sur-ronnd-ings  eT.er.y.where/* 

we  find  absolute  confirmation  that  the  poet  is 
talking  of  manners  and  only  of  manners.  The 
chameleon  does  not  change  his  character  under 
different  circumstances ;  he  does  not  become 
a  lion  when  he  crawls  upon  a  tawny  leaf;  he 
only  changes  the  color  of  his  skin  — an  unes- 
sential trifie  as  regards  his  mental  and  moral 
being  —  in  order  to  get  into  harmony  with  his 
surroundings.  He  loses  nothing,  he  gains 
that  effectiveness  that  could  never  be  his  while, 
in  the  colloquial  phrase,  he  **  swore  at"  the 
things  about  him. 
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Now  it  is  well  known  that  a  great  preacher 
makes  every  person  in  a  huge  congregation 
feel  that  the  sermon  was  meant  for  him  or  her 
particularly.  The  mediocre  preacher  gives 
you  a  comfortable  feeling  that  he  is  talking 
about  the  sins  and  follies  of  your  neighbor, 
but  the  really  great  one  makes  you  distinctly 
uncomfortable  by  holding  up  the  mirror  to 
yourself.  It  cannot  be,  of  course,  that  the 
great  preacher  actually  has  in  mind  your  or 
any  one  else^s  peculiarities.  It  is  only  that  he 
knows  the  human  heart.  And  so  it  cannot  of 
course  be  that  Mr.  Herford  intended  this  poem 
for  librarians  only,  but  it  is  very  hard  for  the 
serious-minded  librarian  to  become  convinced 
that  it  is  not  especially  intended  for  him  or 
her.  The  poem  is  founded  on  a  poet^s 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  but  surely  the 
human  beings  that  can  learn  most  from  it  are 
the  professional  librarians. 

Our  highest  success  in  any  community,  then, 
depends  on  our  manners.  That  is  a  very  broad 
term.  It  covers  all  outward  manifestations  of 
one^s  thought  and  attitude  toward  the  world. 
It  means  the  kind  of  English  we  speak,  and 
the  way  we  speak  it,  the  way  we  dress,  —  with 
a  large  majority  of  us  the  way  we  wear  our 
hair,  —  and  the  way  we  conform  to  the  social 
laws  and  customs  of  the  people  with  whom 
we  are  thrown.  If  a  man  is  perfect  in  all  these 
respects,  he  will  not  become  a  good  librarian, 
naturally,  unless  he  has  intelligence  and  faith 
in  his  work  and  uses  them  both.  But  without 
the  additional  grace  of  manners,  it  matters  not 
how  much  faith  and  intelligence  he  has,  he 
will  never  do  the  work  that  he  could  otherwise 
—  he  will  never,  therefore,  attain  the  high- 
est success.  And,  incidentally,  the  average 
library  trustees  judge  much  more  by  the  out- 
ward and  visible  signs  than  by  the  inward  and 
spiritual  grace.  They  see  your  manners  much 
more  than  they  do  your  brains,  and  infer  much 
about  the  one  from  the  other.  Intelligence 
they  expect,  manners  they  delight  in.  And 
theirs  is  generally  no  bad  indication  of  the 
general  public  judgment. 

Perhaps  it  is  a  little  stretch  to  include 
knowledge  of  one's  community  under  the  head 


of  manners,  but  if  you  are  going  to  adapt  your- 
self to  it  you  have  to  get  to  know  it  first.  If 
it  is  your  desire  to  get  the  right  book  to  the 
right  person,  knowledge  of  one  is  not  suffi- 
cient—  you  must  know  both,  otherwise  yoo 
will  hardly  adapt  either  properly.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  mistake  to  attempt  to  accomplish 
something  for  which  the  community  is  not 
ready,  and  so  to  waste  time  and  force  irrevoc- 
ably. There  are  some  other  lines  of  Mr. 
Herford's,  written  on  the  dachshund,  that  are 
not  without  their  application  here : 

**  Observe  the  air 
Of  lackadaisical  despair  I 
I  think  he  finds  it  does  not  pay 
To  wag  a  tail  so  £tr  away." 

There  is  no  more  crucial  test  in  this  matter 
of  manners  than  the  way  in  which  information 
is  imparted.     There  is  an  attitude  of  consdous 
superiority  that  would  adapt  nobody  to  any- 
body under  any  possible   circumstances,  and 
it  is  currently  reported  that  librarians  adopt  this 
manner  early  and  often.     Probably  the  only 
way  to  avoid  this  difficulty  is  the  fundamental 
one  of  acquiring  a  litde  humility,  and  to  do 
this  it  is  only  necessary  to  &ce  the  facts.    It 
is   not   true  that  a  librarian  knows  any  one 
thing  better  than  every  one  else  or  as  well  as 
some  one  else.     It  is  a  lamentable  necessity 
that  his  knowledge  should  be  superficial.    Su- 
perficial means  on  the  surface,  and  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  one  who  has  to  cover  such  a  vast  deal 
of  ground  cannot  dig  down  very  far  at  many 
places.     A    librarian    may   know   thoroughly 
some  one  branch  of  human  knowledge,  —  for- 
tunately for  the  profession  there  are  a  few  such, 
—  but  of  the  other  thousands  of  subjects  he 
has  only  glimpses,  and  these  quite  likely  from 
the  wrong  point  of  view.     The  foct  that  he 
knows  more  than  somebody  who  knows  noth- 
ing or  very  little  is  not  one  on  which  to  found 
great  hopes  of  becoming  an  authority.    And 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  librarian's 
judgment  is  by  virtue  of  his  office  better  in  any 
given  direction  than  any  other  man^s.     It  was 
a  very  wise  observer  of  facts  and  of  human 
nature  —  it  was  the  great  Dr.  Jowett  who  said: 
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**  Not  one  of  us  is   infallible,    not  even  the 
youngest ! " 

I  am  led  suddenly  to  a  side-path  here,  by 
this  word  of  Dr.  Jowett's.  We  have  all  heard 
it  proclaimed,  more  or  less  openly,  that  this  air 
of  assumed  infallibility  is  found  more  frequently 
in  those  librarians  who  have  received  formal 
training  —  those  who  have  had  that  part  of 
library  training  to  be  got  from  books  and 
lectures  —  than  it  is  in  those  who  have  become 
librarians  as  the  fat  old  lady  played  whist,  by 
the  grace  of  God.  I  wonder  if  this  difference 
really  exists?  It  would  be  an  excellent  op- 
portunity to  suggest  the  collection  of  statistics, 
but  1  heroically  refrain.  It  is,  however,  evi- 
dent that  those  who  have  received  the  formal 
training  need  to  be  doubly  careful  not  to  ac- 
quire the  manner,  and  should,  indeed,  from 
the  very  advantages  they  have  received,  be 
expected  to  keep  clear  of  it. 

The  matter  of  dress  is  not  one  that  can  be 
dealt  with  in  detail.  It  might,  perhaps,  be 
well  to  point  out  that  however  loudly  we  may 
sing  **The  man's  the  man  for  a'  that,"  we  are 
naturally  drawn,  every  one  of  us,  to  the  people 
who  are  attractively  and  appropriately  clad 
rather  than  toward  those  who  wear  what  are 
technically  known  as  **  freak  "  clothes.  Dress 
is  to  one  side  of  one's  work  exactly  what  tech- 
nical training  is  to  another  —  neither  is  an 
end  in  itself;  both  are  important  only  to  make 
our  real  work  easier  to  do  and  more  effective 
when  done. 

Neither  is  there  need  to  dwell  on  the  ob- 
servance of  social  laws.  Age  brings  experi- 
ence. When  we  are  young  and  madly  demo- 
cratic we  proclaim  —  some  of  us  —  that  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  pie  is  eaten  with  a  knife, 
a  fork,  or  a  spoon ;  but  when  the  years  have 
brought  the  philosophic  mind  we  know  that 
it  does.  This  is  not  because  of  any  natural 
law  as  to  the  physical,  mental,  or  moral  injury 
resulting  from  an  unorthodox  method  of  eating 
pie,  but  because  we  know  that  such  non- 
observance  shows  a  serious  lack  in  the  person 
concerned,  whether  lack  of  observation,  lack 


of  sense,  or  lack  of  courtesy.  None  of  these 
things  count  because  they  are  intrinsically  im- 
portant', but  all  of  them  count,  and  count  very 
much,  because  of  what  they  indicate.  They  are 
forgiven  in  those  who  have  proved  themselves, 
but  all  the  force  of  early  impressions,  a  more 
potent  force  in  library  work  than  almost  any- 
where else,  is  lost. 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  dwell  on  the  last 
lines  of  Mr.  Herford's  poem : 

**  And  then,  un.less  yoar  sex  pre-vent, 
Some  day  you  may  be  pre-si-dent.*' 

They  raise  such  painful  questions  and  prob- 
lems for  the  great  majority  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  library  work.  These  may  indeed 
win  all  rewards  —  ♦*  unless  your  sex  prevent." 

But  you  will  note  that  Mr.  Herford  in  first 
bringing  out  his  lesson  referred  to  the  quality 
of  adaptability  as  **  the  gift  extremely  rare." 
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He  has  the  gift,  ex-treme-ly  rare 
In  an-i-mals,  oi  sa-voir  faire" 


It  is  a  relief  that  he  confines  the  rarity  to 
animals.  Just  how  far  he  intends  to  infer 
that  it  is  rare  in  librarians  —  I  mean  in  human 
beings  —  the  humble  commentator  cannot 
affirm.  But  from  observation  it  will  be  found 
that  the  gift  is  a  talent  given  to  every  one  in 
some  measure,  and  hid  in  a  napkin  only  be- 
cause its  great  value  is  not  recognized.  Any 
one  can  cultivate  the  gift.  But  the  only  possi- 
ble way  to  do  it  is  to  change  the  convictions 
or  lack  of  convictions  on  which  its  absence 
depends.  The  gift  is  not  developed  in  the 
librarian  who  believes  himself  or  herself  in 
some  subtle  sense,  in  some  indefinable  —  and 
usually  invisible — way,  better  than  the  people 
he  or  she  serves.  Only  to  those  who  adopt 
the  attitude  of  Christian  charity  —  for  you  will 
note  that  St.  Paul  was  the  first  to  exhort  us, 
through  his  example,  to  be  all  things  to  all 
men  —  only  to  these  comes  in  its  perfection 
that  which  gives  the  power  of  the  chameleon 
to  fill  with  satisfaction  to  himself  and  every 
one  who  sees  him  his  appointed  place  in  the 
universe  —  the  gift  extremely  rare. 
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BRANCH    LIBRARIES:     PLANNING   AND   EQUIPMENT. 
By  Edwin  H.  Anderson,  Librarian^  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburg. 


IT  will  be  taken  for  granted,  I  think,  that  in 
planning  a  branch  library  building  the  li- 
brarian and  the  architect  should  work  together, 
each  suppressing  for  the  time  being  his  air 
of  omniscience.  As  Mr.  Foster  aptly  says, 
the  librarian  and  architect  should  enter  into 
a  **  temporary  partnership."  Such  an  associ- 
ation should  prove  pleasant  and  profitable 
to  both,  and  secure  the  best  results.  The 
floor  plan  should  be  the  librarian's  special 
charge,  and  this  ought  to  be  determined  upon, 
in  consultation  with  the  architect,  before  any 
elevations  are  drawn.  The  exterior  and  the 
decoration  of  the  interior  should  be  left  to  the 
architect.  Such,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be 
the  conditions,  if  librarian  and  architect  are 
both  thoroughly  competent  in  their  separate 
spheres.* 

There  are  few  general  principles  for  planning 
branch  libraries  which  will  apply  in  all  cases. 
The  size,  shape,  and  slope,  if  any,  of  the  lot, 
the  climate  and  the  character  of  the  soil,  the 
population  to  be  served,  etc.,  all  have  their 
part  in  determining  what  the  plan  shall  be. 
1  will  confine  myself  to  three  or  four  types, 
variations  of  which  will  meet  the  ordinary 
conditions  in  most  of  the  states  of  the  Union. 
In  the  warmer  climate  of  the  Gulf  States  a 
different  arrangement  of  windows  and  doors 
might  perhaps  be  necessary.  In  some  locali- 
ties the  water  in  the  soil  makes  it  impractica- 
ble to  put  the  basement  even  partly  under 
ground. 


*  For  the  approved  principles  of  planning  and  equip- 
ping libraries  in  general  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  files 
of  the  Library  Journal ^  Public  Libraries^  and  various 
architectural  journals,  particularly  to  Mr.  Foster's  article, 
•*  Planning  a  library,"  Brochure  Series^  Nov.,  1897,  Mr. 
Eastman's  paper,  '*  Library  buildings,"  Waukesha  Con- 
ference, 1901,  Mr.  Soule's  Paper,  "Points  of  agreement 
among  librarians  as  to  library  architecture,"  San  F'rancisco 
Conference,  iS9t,  and  to  the  latter's  pamphlet,  **  Library 
rooms  and  buildings,"  recently  published  as  **  Library 
tract  no.  4,"  by  the  Publishing  Board  of  this  Associ- 
ation. 


A  branch  library  should  be  planned,  first, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  public,  second,  for 
convenience,  efficiency,  and  economy  of  ad- 
ministration from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
staff,  and  third,  for  architectural  effect.  I 
shall  assume  that  the  members  of  this  assod- 
tion  are  practically  agreed  that  the  first  two 
conditions  are  best  secured  by  giving  the 
public  free  access  to  the  shelves.  Personally, 
I  feel  that  there  can  be  no  question  about  this 
if,  with  fi^e  access,  complete  supervision  is 
secured.  From  the  standpoint  of  administra- 
tion, effective  supervision  from  a  central  desk 
is  certainly  desirable,  if  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Where  the  size  of  the  lot  permits  it, 
the  three  essentials  of  a  branch  library — a 
reading  room  for  adults,  a  children's  room, 
and  sufficient  shelf  capacity  —  should  be  pro- 
vided on  one  floor,  which  should  be  the  first, 
or  ground,  floor.  If  you  have  a  lot  75  or  100 
feet  square  and  you  need  shelf  capacity  fo^^ 
only  12,000  to  15,000  volumes,  the  simplest 
plan  which  will  secure  these  essentials  is  a 
plain  parallelogram  with  the  long  side  at  the 
front,  with  the  entrance  in  the  middle,  and 
the  loan  desk  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  op- 
posite the  entrance.  Three  of  the  branches 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  are  of 
this  type,  varied  slightly  in  two  of  them  by  a 
small  wing  extension  at  the  back  of  the  central 
desk.  In  this  plan  the  main  floor  may  be 
simply  one  large  room,  with  reading  tables 
and  wall  cases  for  adults  in  one  end,  with 
tables  and  wall  cases  for  children  in  the  other 
end,  and  with  rails  separating  these  from  the 
loan  lobby  in  the  middle.  Entrance  is  througfa 
the  loan  lobby  and  between  the  central  desk 
and  the  rail  at  the  right,  and  the  exit  is  be- 
tween the  central  desk  and  the  rail  at  the  left. 
This  is  the  plan  of  our  West  End  branch. 
For  these  rails,  however,  we  propose  to  sub- 
stitute floor  cases  about  three-and-a-half  feet 
high  with  shelves  on  the  side  away  firom  the 
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lobby  only.  The  plan  of  our  Mount  Wash- 
ington and  Hazelwood  branches  is  practically 
the  same  as  that  of  the  West  End  branch, 
except  that  glass  partitions  take  the  place  of 
the  railings.  The  purpose  of  these  glass  par- 
titions is  to  secure  greater  quiet  in  the  reading 
rooms. 

Another  type  of  floor  plan  which  secures  all 
the  advantages  attained  in  our  West  End 
branch,  is  that  of  the  South  Side  branch  of  the 
Cleveland  Public  Library.  This  consists, 
briefly,  of  two  parallelograms  placed  at  right 
angles  to  each  other,  with  the  entrance  at  the 
inner  angle,  with  the  central  desk  opposite  the 
entrance,  and  with  rails  leading  from  the  en- 
trance to  the  desk.  This  plan  seems  to  me 
admirably  adapted  to  a  corner  lot,  where,  as 
at  Cleveland,  you  may  provide  a  walk  through 
a  grass  plot  at  the  corner  to  the  entrance  at 
the  inner  angle  of  the  building,  with  the  outer 
end  of  each  parallelogram  reaching  to  one  of 
the  streets.  The  effect  at  Cleveland  is  very 
pleasing  inside  and  out. 

In  the  plans  mentioned  thus  far  all  the 
books  are  shelved  in  wooden  wall  cases,  under 
high  windows,  around  the  room  or  rooms. 
There  is  no  waste  room  because  the  floor 
spaces  are  utilized  for  reading-room  purposes. 
Where  large  shelf  capacity  is  not  required, 
there  is  only  one  objection  to  this  plan  —  the 
browsing  of  the  readers  at  the  wall  cases  some- 
times disturbs  the  readers  at  the  tables,  espe- 
cially in  the  adult  reading  room.  Another 
objection  has  been  urged,  that  the  high  win- 
dows give  a  prison-like  effect  inside  and  out. 
But  you  cannot  have  your  cake  and  eat  it. 
The  windows  are  high  to  make  room  for  the 
necessary-  wall  cases  and  provide  the  best  light. 
Moreover,  so  eminent  an  authority  as  Mr. 
Russell  Sturgis  has  intimated  that  books  are 
the  most  beautiful  wall  decoration  a  room  can 
have. 

When  the  population  of  the  district  to  be 
served  by  the  branch  is  dense,  and  more  peo- 
ple and  more  books  are  to  be  provided  for, 
some  other  type  of  floor  plan  must  be  used. 
If  you  have  a  lot  which  has  a  frontage  of  90 
to  140  feet  and  a  depth  of  75  to  100  feet,   I 


should  solve  the  problem  by  some  variation  of 
a  plan  which  my  friend,  Mr.  Eastman,  calls 
my  pet,  —  the  plan  of  our  Lawrenceville  branch 
in  Pittsburgh.  This,  as  you  know,  is  an 
adaptation  of  the  **  trefoil"  or  **  butterfly" 
plan  that  has  been  so  generally  adopted  of 
late  years.  The  plans  of  this  branch  have 
been  printed  in  the  Library  yournal  for  Sep- 
tember, 1897,  in  our  own  third  annual  report, 
and  in  various  other  places.  It  will  not  be  nec- 
essary, therefore,  to  give  a  detailed  description 
of  it  here.  It  consists,  briefly,  of  a  reading- 
room  for  adults  and  a  children's  room  of  the 
same  size,  on  either  side  of  the  entrance  and 
delivery  lobby,  and  back  of  these  a  book  wing, 
which  in  this  case  is  semicircular  in  form,  but 
may  be  polygonal,  five-sided,  or  three-sided. 
The  loan  desk  is  built  around  a  central  point, 
which  is  on  a  line  with  the  partitions  between 
the  book  wing  and  the  reading  rooms ;  and 
the  floor  cases  in  the  book  wing  are  on  radial 
lines  which,  when  projected,  converge  at  this 
central  point.  The  reading  rooms  are  sep- 
arated from  the  book  wing  and  the  delivery 
lobby  by  glass  partitions  and  doors.  There 
are  doors  leading  from  the  delivery  lobby  to 
the  reading  rooms,  but  these  doors  are  closed 
except  on  Sunday,  when  only  the  reading  rooms 
are  open  to  the  public.  Entrance  from  the 
lobby  is  through  the  turnstile  at  the  right  of 
the  loan  desk,  thence  from  the  book  wing 
through  doors  near  the  turnstiles,  to  the 
reading  rooms.  Exit  is  through  the  turnstile 
at  the  left  of  the  loan  desk.  E^ch  of  these 
turnstiles  works  only  in  the  direction  indicated. 
This  arrangement  makes  it  necessary  for 
every  one  to  pass  the  discharging  counter  on 
entering,  and  the  charging  counter  on  leaving. 
This  floor  plan  provides  large  shelf  capacity 
in  the  book  room,  and  secures  complete  super- 
vision from  the  central  desk  of  every  depart- 
ment on  one  floor.  I  know  of  no  other  way 
in  which  such  supervision  can  be  combined 
with  so  large  book  capacity.  Mr.  Eastman, 
in  his  paper  on  **  Library  buildings"  at  the 
Waukesha  conference,  says:  •*  For  public 
access  passages  between  cases  should  be  Ave 
feet  wide.     Cases  have  sometimes  been  set 
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on  radial  lines  so  as  to  bring  all  parts  under 
supervision  from  the  center.  This  arrange- 
ment, especially  if  bounded  by  a  semicircular 
wall,  is  expensive,  wasteful  of  space,  and  of 
doubtful  value,  except  in  peculiar  conditions. 
It  is  not  adapted  to  further  extension  of  the 
building. ^^  Let  us  examine  these  statements  a 
moment.  If  we  substitute  for  the  semicircular 
book  wing  at  Lawrenceville  a  parallelogram  of 
the  same  superficial  area,  with  parallel  floor 
cases  five  feet  apart,  we  shall  gain  something 
in  shelf  capacity  and  lose  supervision  oi  five- 
sixths  of  the  book  room.  At  the  inner  ends 
the  Lawrenceville  floor  cases  are  three  and  a 
half  feet  apart,  which  we  find  to  be  ample,  and 
eight  and  a  half  feet  at  the  outer  ends,  an 
average  of  six  feet  apart.  In  the  wider  spaces 
between  the  outer  ends  we  place  small  tables 
and  chairs,  which  give  the  reader  an  oppor- 
tunity to  sit  down  and  ** sample"  the  books 
before  he  makes  his  decision,  and  also  pro- 
vide places  to  put  the  books  he  has  taken  from 
the  cases  and  which  we  prefer  to  have  the 
assistants  return  to  the  shelves.  So,  you  see, 
not  one  square  foot  of  space  is  wasted  in  the 
book  wing  of  our  Lawrenceville  branch.  And 
what  practical  librarian  doubts  the  value  of 
effective  supervision  of  the  book  room?  You 
may  think  I  take  an  extreme  position  when  I 
say  that  free  access  is  not  entirely  successful 
without  complete  supervision  from  a  central 
loan  desk,  if  economy  of  administration  is  to 
be  considered.  I  have  had  some  experience 
with  free  access  to  parallel  floor  cases.  Boys 
and  girls  of  from  fourteen  to  twenty  years  are 
inclined  to  get  behind  parallel  floor  cases  and 
talk,  laugh,  and  carry  on  flirtations,  where  they 
cannot  be  seen  by  the  library  assistants.  The 
book  room  becomes  a  sort  of  rendezvous  for 
the  young  people  of  the  neighborhood,  and 
parents  soon  learn  that  their  sons  and  daugh- 
ters have  a  meeting  place  where  there  is  no 
proper  supervision.  The  idea  gets  abroad 
that  the  influence  of  the  library  on  the  young 
people  of  the  community  is  baleful  rather  than 
beneficial,  and  its  energies  are  crippled  in  a 
hundred  ways  and  its  influence  weakened. 
The  test  of  a  thing  is  in  its  use,  not  in  mere 


academic  discussion.  The  radial  floor  case 
plan  has  given  entire  satis&ction  in  Pitts- 
burgh, both  to  the  public  and  to  those  who 
administer  the  branch  libraries.  This  does 
not  mean  that  we  consider  it  beyond  criticism. 
We  hope  to  improve  on  the  Lawrenceville 
plan  in  a  new  branch  for  which  tentative  plans 
have  been  drawn.  But  the  general  plan  will 
remain  the  same,  with  larger  reading  rooms, 
and  with  two  small  reference  rooms  inserted 
between  these  reading  rooms  and  the  book 
room.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  these 
additions  are  desirable. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  a  square  book 
room  can  be  built  for  less  money  than  any 
other  form.  But  should  all  the  advantages  of 
another  form  be  sacrificed  to  save  a  slight 
additional  cost  in  construction  ?  It  is  tine, 
also,  that  the  radial  floor  case  plan  is  not 
adapted  to  further  extension,  except  upward. 
For  what  purpose  do  you  want  to  extend  the 
book  room  of  a  branch  library,  if  you  have  a 
shelf  capacity  of  25,000  or  30,000  volumes  ? 
A  branch  library  should  not  be  expected  to 
perform  the  reservoir  function  of  a  main 
library.  Only  live  books  have  a  place  on  the 
shelves.  And  are  not  25,000  or  30,000  live 
books  enough  for  a  branch  library  ? 

Under  any  of  the  first  floors  described  above, 
a  basement  eight  or  nine  feet  high  may  be 
placed,  in  which  should  be  the  heating  plant, 
a  small  lecture,  or  study  club,  room,  and 
storage  rooms.  Under  the  semicircular  book 
wing  it  is  also  possible  to  put  an  auditorium,  if 
one  is  needed,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  five 
hundred.  . 

Thus  far  I  have  confined  myself  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  types  of  branch  libraries  with  which 
I  am  familiar.  Naturally,  I  know  best  the  tiro 
types  we  have  in  Pittsburgh.  This  must  be 
my  excuse  for  talking  so  much  about  our  own 
branches.  There  is,  however,  a  very  impor- 
tant type  with  which  we  have  so  for  had  no 
experience  in  Pittsburgh — the  t3rpe  required  on 
a  narrow  city  lot  between  two  high  buildings. 
Not  having  had  this  problem  to  deal  with,  I 
feel  some  timidity  about  discussing  it.  What 
strikes  me  as  an  admirable  solution  of  such 
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a  problem  will  be  found  in  the  plans  for  the 
new  Yorkville  branch  of  the  New  York  Public 
Library,  which  are  well  described  in  the 
Library  Journal  for  May  of  this  year.  The 
three  essentials  of  a  branch  library  —  a  room 
for  ah  open-shelf  lending  collection  for  adults, 
a  children's  room,  and  a  general  reading  room 
—  are  here  placed  on  three  separate  floors,  one 
above  the  other.  There  are  no  partitions,  each 
floor  being  simply  one  large  room.  This  is  a 
sort  of  triplication  of  the  type  of  branch  library 
described  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  paper. 

There  is  little  time  to  discuss  equipment,  or 
furniture  and  fixtures.  I  shall,  therefore,  note 
briefly  only  a  few  of  the  more  important  points. 

Where  there  is  a  delivery  lobby  it  need  not 
be  large,  if  there  is  free  access  to  the  shelves. 
Such  a  lobby  is  like  the  platform  of  a  street 
car  or  of  a  political  party  —  it  is  •*  to  get  in  on, 
not  to  stand  on." 

The  delivery  desk  may  be  circular,  octagonal, 
or  square.  The  octagonal  and  square  present 
better  sides  for  the  entrance  and  exit  passages. 
Turnstiles  may,  or  may  not,  be  placed  in  these 
passages.  The  desk  should  have  an  exterior 
diameter  of  not  less  than  15  feet,  to  provide 
working  space  on  the  inside.  The  counter  top 
should  have  a  width  of  two  feet  or  more.  This 
counter  should  be  40  inches  high.  Many 
desks  are  42  inches  high.  This  does  very 
well  for  men,  but  is  too  high  for  women. 

The  shelving  in  the  adult  room  and  the 
children's  room  may  be  built  to  the  ordinary 
height,  and  the  two  upper  shelf  spaces  in  the 
children's  room  used  for  a  bulletin  frieze  around 
the  room.  This  imparts  symmetry  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  two  rooms  as  seen  from  a 
central  lobby,  and  provides  a  useful  addition 
to  the  children's  room. 

We  have  used  three  heights  of  tables  and 
chairs  in  our  children's  rooms,  but  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  only  two  are  necessary, 
26  and  22  inches  for  the  tables,  and  i6i  and 
I4i  inches  for  the  chairs. 

Floor  coverings  may  be  of  hard  wood,  cork 
carpet,  marble,  or  interlocking  rubber  tile. 
Cork  carpet  is  comparatively  noiseless,  and  has 


proved  satisfactory  in  most  localities.  Owing 
to  the  dirt  in  Pittsburgh,  however,  so  much 
water  has  to  be  used  in  cleaning  that  the 
superintendent  of  our  buildings  and  our  archi- 
tects thought  it  would  be  unsightly  and  unsan- 
itary. Our  floor  coverings  are  marble,  which 
meets  other  requirements  admirably,  but  is 
cold  and  noisy.  In  our  next  branch  we  expect 
to  use  interlocking  rubber  tile  on  the  floors  of 
the  reading  rooms.  It  has  all  the  advantages 
of  cork  carpet,  and  in  addition,  is  free  from 
leaky  seams  and  is  practically  indestructible. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  very  expensive. 

Where  electricity  is  used  the  general  illumi- 
nation of  the  rooms  should  come  from  lights  in 
the  ceiling,  rather  than  from  chandeliers  or 
other  pendants,  which  are  unsightly.  Table 
lights,  as  well  as  those  for  floor  cases,  should 
be  wired  from  below.  The  question  has  lately 
occurred  to  me  why  in  our  reading  rooms  we 
are  always  arranging  to  have  readers  sit  at 
tables.  Would  any  one  think  of  sitting  down 
to  read  at  his  own  home  in  the  evening,  with  his 
book  resting  on  the  table  before  him  and  with 
the  light  in  front,  however  well  shaded?  At 
home  we  sit  in  armchairs  with  the  light  at  our 
backs,  the  table  serving  merely  as  a  pedestal  for 
the  lamp.  Why  not  provide  similar  comfort  in 
library  reading  rooms?  Instead  of  so  many 
reading  tables,  why  not  have  a  few  lamp 
standards,  or  posts,  with  four-branch  fixtures 
at  the  top,  four  or  five  feet  from  the  floor,  and 
with  half  a  dozen  light  armchairs  arranged 
round  each  standard  with  their  backs  toward 
the  light? 

I  cannot  close  this  paper  without  emphasiz- 
ing the  fact  that,  after  all  is  said  and  done,  the 
most  important  thing  about  a  branch  library  is 
the  librarian  directly  in  charge  of  it.  No 
mechanical  devices  or  arrangements  can  take 
the  place  of  the  intelligence  and  enthusiasm  of 
a  good  branch  librarian.  Next  in  importance 
to  the  librarian  comes  the  collection  of  books 
and  periodicals.  Of  course  it  is  important  that 
the  workshop  be  as  well  planned  as  possible ; 
but  after  all  the  building  is  a  tertiary  consider- 
ation. 
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BRANCH    LIBRARIES:     FUNCTIONS   AND   RESOURCES. 
By  Langdon  L.  Ward,  Supervisor  of  Branches^  Boston  Public  Uhrcuy, 


D  RANCH  systems  are  in  the  making,  in  a 
peculiar  sense,  so  that  a  r^sum^  of  the 
functions  of  a  branch  or  of  its  resources  repre- 
sents rather  what  ought  to  be,  or  may  be 
proved  to  be  wise  in  the  future,  than  what  ac- 
tually exists  in  any  large  library  at  present. 

There  is  no  generally  accepted  nomenclature 
for  branches  and  stations,  though  the  whole 
subject  was  discussed  quite  fully  and  clearly  at 
the  conference  of  1898,  and  it  may  be  assumed 
that  all  are  familiar  with  the  distinctions  be- 
tween the  different  types  as  they  were  defined 
then.  I  am  in  fair  agreement  with  others  if 
I  call  a  branch  a  subordinate  and  auxiliary  li- 
brary with  a  considerable  fixed  collection  of 
books,  a  delivery  station  an  agency  of  the 
central  library  without  any  books  for  direct 
circulation,  a  delivery  and  deposit  station  an 
agency  of  the  central  library  with  a  shifting 
collection  of  books  which  are  circulated  di- 
rectly from  the  station,  but  with  no  permanent 
books,  or  very  few.  It  would  be  possible  to 
call  a  deposit  and  delivery  station  a  branch, 
since  it  has  books  upon  its  shelves,  but  this 
is  not  generally  done.  Still  more,  such  a 
station,  with  the  addition  of  reference  books 
and  a  very  small  permanent  collection,  —  say 
of  1 ,000  volumes,  —  may  be  called  a  branch, 
and  this  is  done  in  some  libraries.  The  defi- 
nition given  above  includes  such  small  branches 
as  these,  though  in  certain  libraries  they  would 
be  called  reading-rooms. 

The  delivery  station  pure  and  simple  has 
been  a  success  in  some  cities  where  there  is  a 
strong  central  library  with  no  branches.  It  is, 
however,  merely  a  mechanical  agency  for  dis- 
tributing books  to  the  public.  All  that  is  to 
be  got  in  visits  to  a  branch,  namely,  the  stimu- 
lus of  the  crowd  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit, 
the  sight  and  handling  of  other  books  than  the 
one  wanted,  the  use  of  reference  books  and 
periodicals,  the  influence  of  pictures,  the  in- 
formation to  be  gained  from  the  attendants  and 


from  the  bulletins  and  card  catalogues  —  aD 
this  is  lacking.  And  while  the  home  use  of  a 
popular  library  is  chiefly  fiction  and  light  Hteia- 
ture,  the  hall  use  may  be  quite  a  difierent 
thing.  A  system  of  house-to-house  delivery  is 
essentially  of  the  same  nature  as  the  deliveiy 
station,  though  of  wider  scope.  Except  for 
those  confined  to  their  houses,  car  tickets  st 
reduced  rates,  to  the  central  library  or  the 
nearest  branch,  would  be  far  better.  I  do  not 
know  if  these  are  yet  provided  anywhere, 
though  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  in  time. 
But  a  little  place  must  be  left  for  individual 
effort,  for  people  may  be  pauperized  intelleao- 
ally  as  well  as  materially. 

If  progress  is  from  the  homogeneous  to  the 
heterogeneous,  from  simple  to  complex  func- 
tions, the  correct  development  would  seem  to 
be  from  delivery  stations  to  branches,  through 
delivery  and  deposit  stations  and  reading- 
rooms  or  small  branches.  In  the  Bostoa 
Public  Library  there  are  no  simple  deliwiy 
stations,  and  the  shop  stations,  which  have 
both  delivery  and  deposit  features,  are  slowly 
being  eliminated  in  favor  of  what  are  called 
service  stations,  in  charge  of  a  library  emplo}i. 
The  reason  is,  of  course,  the  more  complex 
functions  of  which  the  latter  type  is  capable. 
Cost  is  the  drawback  to  the  service  station  and 
the  branch,  but  the  results  justify  the  expense. 
It  is  the  branch  only,  and  generally  the  one  of 
larger  type,  which  is  to  be  specifically  con- 
sidered here.  For  its  functions  are  compre- 
hensive. 

A  branch  should  be  a  distributing  agencf 
for  the  central  library.  By  this  means  the 
branch  resources  are  supplemented  and  its 
efficiency  increased.  It  is  relieved  from  cam^ 
ing  books  on  its  shelves  which  it  would  other- 
wise find  necessary.  In  the  most  effective trpc 
of  system,  central  and  branches  are  so  linked 
together  that  the  same  borrowers*  card  is  good 
everywhere  and  books  taken  at  one  point  may 
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be  returned  at  any  other  in  the  system.  The 
central  library  is  the  clearing  house.  This 
arrangement  is  possible  only  with  a  daily  wagon 
service.  But,  further,  the  branch  should  be 
an  advertising  agency  for  the  central  library, 
making  its  resources  known  to  the  local  con- 
stituency. For  no  branch  ought  ever  to  con- 
sider itself  a  substitute  for  the  main  librarv. 

The  branch  may  very  effectively  be  the  agent 
of  the  central  library  in  carrying  out  special 
enterprises  for  which  the  central  corps  ot 
assistants  is  inadequate.  For  example,  in 
Boston  the  plans  of  the  library  for  work  with 
schools  have  been  carried  out  very  largely 
through  the  personal  labor  of  the  custodians 
of  branches  and  reading-rooms,  and  the  enter- 
prise of  taking  applications  for  library  cards  in 
all  the  schools  of  the  city  could  never  have 
been  accomplished  except  by  using  the  force  of 
branch  employees. 

In  its  more  independent  functions  the  branch 
should  not  only  be  a  reservoir  of  books,  large 
enough  to  answer  the  reasonable  general  de- 
mands of  a  community,  but  also  in  many  cases 
a  reservoir  of  books  for  schools  and  a  distrib- 
uting centre  with  regard  to  them.  Duplicates 
should  be  multiplied  for  this  purpose.  There 
are  over  seventy  grammar  and  high  schools  in 
Boston,  and  when  it  was  found  three  years 
ago  that  the  Central  Library  was  not  equipped 
for  supplying  more  than  a  small  portion  of 
them  with  deposits  of  books,  the  branch  col- 
lections were  brought  into  requisition.  The 
deeper  reason  was  that  the  schools  were  thus 
made  better  acquainted  with  their  natural  cen- 
tre, the  branch.  The  Boston  schools  are  now 
divided  among  the  branches  and  reading- 
rooms  of  the  city,  from  two  to  six  schools 
being  allotted  to  each  branch.  The  Central 
Library  supplies  certain  schools,  and  supple, 
ments  and  directs  in  the  case  of  all.  If  the 
great  aim  of  a  branch  should  be  to  enlarge  its 
constituency,  the  most  effective  means  is  a 
system  that  will  attract  and  secure  the  school 
children  of  its  own  district.  The  parochial 
schools  are  in  every  essential  point  public 
schools  and  should  be  so  treated  by  librarians. 

But  the  branch  ought  also  to  be  in  touch 


with  every  educational  institution  in  its  dis- 
trict—  with  social  settlements,  study  clubs, 
and  other  such  enterprises.  The  churches 
should,  of  course,  be  included.  Such  a  close 
relationship  is  good  for  the  branch  and  good 
for  the  institution,  and  co-operation  has  been 
found  to  be  a  remarkably  stimulating  word 
when  used  in  this  sense.  There  should  be 
compiled  a  list  of  the  educational  institutions 
of  the  city,  arranged  according  to  the  districts 
represented  by  the  branches,  and  each  branch 
should  be  held  responsible  for  new  informa- 
tion. 

In  fact  the  branch  should  be  the  intellectual 
centre  of  the  district  as  far  as  possible.  Its 
local  character  should  be  emphasized.  In  one 
branch  that  I  know  in  a  poor  quarter,  people 
come  for  advice,  to  learn  the  spelling  of  words, 
to  have  letters  written,  to  settle  the  point  at 
issue  in  a  bet.  A  group  of  old  soldiers  gathers 
there  to  read  books  on  the  Civil  War.  A  cen- 
tral library  is  not  local  or  personal,  but  with 
the  proper  attendants  the  branch  is  both. 

In  the  case  of  the  full-grown  and  unwilling 
man,  educational  results  must  be  chiefly 
looked  for  as  a  by-product  of  the  whole 
library  activity.  It  is,  however,  of  the  first 
importance  that  the  branch  should  make  its 
reputation  as  an  advisory  agency  for  that  part 
of  a  community  which  will  accept  direction. 
And  here  tact,  persistence,  and  good  nature 
play  their  part.  It  is  astonishing  how  an  un- 
failing and  smiling  eagerness  to  assist  will  win 
over  a  community. 

But  if  a  branch  system  is  to  be  efficient,  its 
agencies  must  cover  the  ground  for  which  the 
library  is  responsible.  Large  branches  are 
expensive,  and  are  practicable  only  at  the 
more  important  centres,  but  they  may  be  sup- 
plemented by  reading-rooms  or  small  branches 
at  the  lesser  centres  of  business  and  popula- 
tion, located  also  with  reference  to  the  steam 
and  electric  railroads  and  the  flow  of  travel. 
The  ideal  in  a  large  city  is  to  have  these  occur 
at  intervals  of  half  a  mile.  People  will  not  go 
so  far  as  a  mile  or  even  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  If  their  own  gratification  only  were 
concerned,  they  might  be  left  to  suffer,  but 
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for  the  good  of  the  municipality  they  should 
be  provided  with  library  agencies  where  they 
will  use  them. 

To  perform  the  functions  which  have  just 
been  outlined,  a  remarkably  well-equipped 
corps  of  assistants  is  necessary.  Now  the 
ordinary  library,  though  it  may  have  one  or 
two  assistants  of  high  grade  at  each  branch, 
cannot  usually  have  more.  It  has  faithful 
grammar  or  high  school  graduates.  It  may 
even  have  persons  with  the  educational  equip- 
ment and  ideas  of  the  palaeolithic  period  of 
library  science.  Yet  with  the  small  body  of 
assistants  at  any  branch  —  ordinarily  from 
three  to  five — there  must  be  an  interchange 
of  duties.  The  second  assistant  must  take 
charge  of  the  branch  on  certain  evenings,  the 
repair  clerk  must  on  occasion  do  reference 
work.  Since  library  school  graduates,  how- 
ever, are  not  available  for  positions  paying 
from  $5  to  $7  a  week,  the  only  remedy  is  for 
the  libran'  to  educate  its  own  assistants  —  not 
in  a  desultory  way  in  the  course  of  the  regular 
work,  but  by  some  definite  system.  This  may 
be  done  by  meetings  or  classes,  by  encourag- 
ing the  study  of  Mr.  Dana^s,  Mr.  Spofford's, 
Mr.  Fletcher's,  and  Miss  Plummer's  books,  by 
circulating  library  periodicals,  or  by  a  system 
of  written  questions.  The  latter  plan  is  not 
new  in  the  Boston  Public  Library.  At  present 
in  its  branch  department  there  is  being  issued 
from  time  to  time  a  series  of  examination  ques- 
tions designed  to  cover  all  the  points  of  library' 
science  which  a  branch  assistant  needs  to  know. 
Answers  are  distributed  after  a  little  interval, 
for  the  object  is  not,  primarily,  to  test  ability. 
The  questions  have  the  peculiarity  of  being 
specific,  and  of  dealing  with  library  science  as 
applied  to  the  branches  of  one  library.  Since 
all  branch  assistants  must  be  on  occasion 
reference  librarians,  a  large  part  of  these 
papers  will  probably  be  taken  up  with  ques- 
tions on  the  books  of  the  branch  col- 
lections, so  that  the  assistant  will  not  give 
Kitchin's  **  History  of  France"  to  a  person 
who  is  studying  the  Revolution  of  1848,  nor 
recommend  Macaulay  for  the  period  of  the 
Norman   Conquest,    nor    consider   Hume    an 


equal  authority  on  iasX  with  Mandell  Creigfaton. 
So  that  she  will  know  what  translations  of 
Homer  the  branch  has,  whether  Butcher  and 
Lang's  Od3rssey  is  in  verse  or  prose,  2Lnd  whidi 
is  the  best  translation  into  English  of  Dante, 
though  she  may  never  have  read  a  line  of  anj 
of  these  books.  For  it  is  well  known  to  lil»a- 
rians  that  you  can  train  assistants  of  ordinaij 
education  to  do  wonderful  things  with  books, 
so  that  they  may  show  others  what  they  have 
no  real  knowledge  or  appreciation  of  them- 
selves. Librarians-in-chief  often  have  the 
same  faculty  of  adaptation.  These  papen 
when  collected  will  form  a  sort  of  vade  mecum 
or  branch  assistant's  guide,  and  though  the 
method  of  question  and  answer  is  somewhat 
antiquated,  it  is  very  orderly  and  unambiguous. 
The  problem  remains  to  be  worked  out,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  these  papers  will  materially 
assist  in  giving  employes  an  enlarged  knowl- 
edge, and  especially  a  certitude  of  knowledge. 
Of  the  head  of  a  branch  all  this  is  already  ex- 
pected, and  in  addition  executive  ability  and 
initiative. 

With  regard  to  the  resources  of  a  branch  in 
books,  it  might  at  first  appear  that  the  greater 
they  are  the  better.  But  considerations  of  cost, 
space,  and  time  make  it  desirable  to  keep  most 
collections  within  moderate  limits.  Eveiy 
superfluous  book  hinders  the  efficiency  of  the 
branch . 

What  is  the  proper  number  of  volumes  for  a 
branch  collection.**  Mr.  Putnam  considered 
15,000  volumes  to  be  the  Umit  for  a  branch  in 
an  important  centre,  and  with  a  circulation  of 
50,000  volumes  or  more  yearly.  A  new 
branch  should  have  several  thousand  less  to 
begin  with.  This  applies  only  to  branches 
which  draw  daily  from  a  central  library.  Ib 
order  to  keep  this  limit,  or  any  limit,  if  theft 
is  a  plentiful  supply  of  new  books,  replace- 
ments must  be  carefully  considered  and  widi 
some  system,  and  once  every  five  years  or  so 
the  branch  must  be  weeded  out. 

There  will  not,  however,  usually  be  15,000 
titles  in  a  branch,  for  from  1,000  to  2,000 vol- 
umes will  be  duplicates.  In  a  large  city  a 
reluctance  to  duplicate  is  Esital  to  the  usefulness 


WARD. 


45 


of  a  branch,  for  continual  disappointments 
will  alienate  the  members  of  its  constituency, 
especially  the  school  teachers.  The  problem 
of  the  proper  proportion  of  the  different  classes 
in  such  a  collection  has  not  yet,  so  far  as  I 
know,  been  worked  out  in  any  branch  libraries 
with  a  central  delivery,  with  sufficient  thorough- 
ness to  justify  dogmatism.  There  should  be  a 
supply  of  juvenile  books  adequate  to  the  actual 
use,  which  is  probably  from  35  to  40  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  use,  and  half  of  the  juvenile 
books  may  properly  be  fiction.  There  should 
be  from  400  to  600  volumes  of  reference  books, 
and  these  should  always  include  a  separate 
children's  reference  collection.  There  should 
be  several  hundred  volumes  of  bound  periodi- 
cals primarily  for  use  with  Poole's  Index. 

Most  branches  to-day  are  overstocked  with 
fiction ;  for  in  some  of  them  there  are  from 
three  thousand  to  four  thousand  titles.  But 
the  cutting  down  which  is  inevitable  may 
easily  be  carried  too  far.  If  we  are  honest 
with  ourselves  we  know  that  a  perfectly  nat- 
ural craving  for  variety  leads  cultivated  as  well 
as  illiterate  people  to  prefer  the  mediocre  new 
book  to  the  old  one  of  the  first  rank.  And 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  illiterate  class 
know  that,  as  Mr.  Cutter  says,  **  there  is  in 
such  people  an  incapacity  of  mind  which 
makes  a  book  two  degrees  above  them  a  sealed 
book."  Yet  this  class  must  be  provided  for. 
A  mediocre  novel  is  not  necessarily  a  silly 
novel.  Most  things  are  mediocre ;  most  of  us 
are  mediocre  librarians.  And  it  is  a  fallacv 
that  there  is  a  direct  and  exclusive  connection 
between  the  best  literature  and  ethics.  The 
essential  thing  for, a  public  library,  one  of 
whose  functions  is  to  furnish  recreation,  is  to 
look  for  and  make  use  of  the  wholesome 
novels.  One  of  the  most  radical  instances  on 
record  of  the  condemnation  of  works  of  the 
imagination  is  **the  pleasant  and  careful 
search  "  which  the  curate  and  the  barber  made 
of  the  library  of  Don  Quixote.  Circum- 
stances went  far  to  justify  them,  it  is  true,  but 
the  case  will  not  do  for  a  precedent. 

In  the  branch  collections  there  will  necessa- 
rily be  a  fixed  element  and  a  shifting  element. 


the  latter  representing  the  current  purchases 
which  must  be  made  in  order  to  retain  the  in- 
terest of  the  public,  or  books  which  were  for  a 
time  the  best  but  have  been  superseded.  It 
is  not  always  possible  to  combine  opportune- 
ness and  durability,  and  popular  novels  and 
books  about  the  Dreyfus  case  must  be  had 
though  it  is  certain  that  the  demand  will 
cease.  But  in  all  shops  a  portion  of  the  goods 
becomes  spoiled  or  shopworn,  or  goes  out  of 
£dishion.  And  experience  has  proved  that  the 
superfluous  fiction,  at  least,  will  find  a  use  if 
it  is  shifted  from  one  to  another  of  the  smaller 
branches  and  displayed  on  open  shelves. 

In  a  library  where  there  are  several  branches 
and  the  system  is  highly  centralized,  the  same 
books  should  be  bought  for  each  branch.  The 
administrative  advantages  of  this  are  apparent, 
and  while  theoretically  every  district  differs 
from  every  other,  practically  this  is  not  of 
much  importance,  with  a  central  library  to  rely 
upon  for  special  calls.  Each  branch  has  one 
or  more  peculiarities  which  must  now  and 
then  be  taken  into  account,  so  that  each  must 
have  a  few  books  in  addition  to  the  common 
stock,  but  these  are  surprisingly  few.  Further, 
if  you  have  the  same  books,  you  will  print  the 
same  finding  list  for  all,  following  in  principle 
the  example  of  the  seven  libraries  of  Hamburg 
quoted  by  Mr.  Winsor  in  1876,  at  Phila- 
delphia, —  for  there  is  nothing  absolutely 
new. 

To  the  one  who  chooses  or  recommends 
books  for  a  branch  library  comes  what  may  be 
called  the  a  priori  temptation,  that  is,  the  in- 
clination to  use  the  intuitive  method  in  select, 
ing,  and  to  aim  at  completeness  because  of  its 
intrinsic  propriety.  But  branch  collections 
should  be  made  on  empirical  principles,  and 
completeness  should  be  quite  disregarded. 
For  nothing  produces  such  disappointing  re- 
sults as  intuition,  and  nothing  so  devours 
money  and  time  and  space  as  completeness. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  there  is  nothing 
so  delightful  as  to  plan  reading  for  other 
people,  and  the  fascination  is  well  illustrated 
in  the  numerous  lists  which  were  made  once 
upon  a  time  by  noted  people  by  way  of  sub- 
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stitutes  for  Sir  John  Lubbock^s  list  of  one 
hundred  books.  The  extreme  divergence  of 
the  makers^  views  may  be  noted  by  the  way. 
It  is,  however,  quite  proper  that  a  limited 
number  of  standard  books  which  are  not 
eagerly  read  should  be  placed  in  a  branch 
library,  for  such  books  impart  information  by 
their  mere  presence,  and  they  nourish  a  high 
ideal.  All  of  the  books  of  the  Lubbock  list 
are  in  the  branches  of  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  and  nearly  all  the  authors  of  Mr. 
Foster's  standard  library  are  represented.  But 
the  rule  of  choice  is  otherwise.  English  liter- 
ature is  naturally  of  greater  excellence  than 
American,  nevertheless  American  authors  must 
be  multiplied  in  our  branch  collections.  Books 
on  English  history  will  bear  a  ridiculously 
small  proportion  there  to  those  on  American 
history.  In  the  latter  class  there  need  be 
little  hesitation  in  choice.  Anything  respect- 
able is  useful.  But  the  history  of  certain 
countries  and  periods  will  hardly  be  needed  at 
all,  because  our  schools  do  not  study  precisely 
these.  The  demand  must  rule,  and  however 
it  may  be  in  philosophy,  with  regard  to  the 


make-up  of  branch  collections  all  the  libra- 
rian's ideas  are  derived  from  experience. 

It  is  evident  that  the  time  is  close  at  hand 
when  in  this  matter  the  experience  of  libraries 
will  be  combined,  and  as  a  result  of  experi- 
ment and  report  there  will  be  a  certain  uni- 
formity in  the  branch  libraries  all  over  the 
United  States.  If  librarianship  were  ever  to 
become  mechanical,  all  would  be  over;  for 
personality  and  mistakes  are  far  better  than 
mechanism  and  the  dead  level  of  accuracy. 
But  I  do  not  see  that  this  identical  element 
need  interfere  with  individuality.  If  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  titles  in  branch  collec- 
tions at  any  given  time  were  the  same  in 
various  places,  the  margin  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  would  be  sufficient  for  local  and  indi- 
vidual need  and  choice. 

In  the  Branch  Department  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  a  plan  for  weighing  and  esti- 
mating the  use-value  of  all  the  books  in  the 
branches  has  been  for  a  long  time  among  the 
memoranda  of  «* agenda"  awaiting  the  com- 
pletion of  other  special  enterprises. 


BRANCH   LIBRARIES:  ADMINISTRATION. 
By  Frank  P.  Hill,  Librarian  Brooklyn  {N.  K)  Public  Uhrary, 


A  T  present  only  a  few  libraries  have  branches, 
but  the  time  is  not  distant  when  these  ac- 
cessories will  be  required  in  every  city  of  any 
considerable  size. 

A  whole  session  might  profitably  be  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  organization,  equip- 
ment, and  administration  of  branch  libraries. 
Instead,  the  representatives  of  three  libraries 
have  been  given  the  task  of  presenting  the  sub- 
ject in  fifteen-minute  papers,  consequently  it  is 
possible  to  take  no  more  than  a  cursory  view. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  looked  at  the  physical  side, 
as  it  were,  and  set  forth  the  architectural  re- 
quirements of  branch  buildings.  Mr.  Ward 
has  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  functions  and 
resources ;  and  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  newest 
recruit  in  this  line  of  work  to  say  something  of 
the    organization  and    conduct   of  a   branch 


library  system.  One  of  more  experience  woold 
have  hesitated  before  accepting  the  responsi- 
bility, and  the  writer's  appearance  is  accounted 
for  only  by  quoting  the  familiar  line  of  Pope: 
•*  For  fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread." 
In  the  early  library  history  of  this  country  a 
library  started  with  one  central  building,  and 
as  the  demands  increased,  branches  were  estab- 
lished as  needed,  or  as  suburban  towns  were 
brought  within  the  city  limits  the  librariei 
established  in  these  towns  became  a  part  of  the 
system.  Boston  and  Chicago  are  good  ex- 
amples of  this  growth.  Cleveland,  Baltimore, 
and  Pittsburgh  began  by  having  a  Centnl 
Building  and  developing  the  branch  sj-stcn 
gradually,  neither  city  having  any  old  library 
to  absorb.  Without  doubt  this  is  the  ideal 
way,  because  there  is  a  centre  to  work  fitwn, 
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and  because  a  consistent  and  cohesive  plan  can 
be  developed.  Latterly,  Philadelphia,  New 
York  (the  old  Free  Circulating  Library),  and 
Brooklyn  opened  branches  in  response  to 
pressing  needs  of  particular  localities,  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  public  sentiment 
would  be  sufficiently  aroused  to  secure  appro- 
priations large  enough  to  provide  a  Central 
Building. 

If  branches  are  started  first,  and  particularly 
if  many  at  a  time,  there  is  likely  to  be  diver- 
gence of  opinion  among  those  in  charge  unless 
a  thorough  organization  has  been  effected. 
Libraries  taken  in  by  absorption  are  pretty  sure 
to  have  such  different  methods  that  the  ques- 
tion of  how  much  effort  should  be  made  to 
change  their  schemes  of  classification  and  cata- 
loguing is  sometimes  a  difficult  one  to  decide. 

Each  library  so  absorbed  has  grown  up  in  its 
own  way  and  believes  that  way  the  best  —  and 
undoubtedly  it  was  up  to  the  moment  of  con- 
solidation. It  is  easier  to  tear  down  than  to 
build  up ;  to  criticise  than  to  originate ;  so  we 
must  step  cautiously  and  carefully.  A  safe 
motto  for  librarians  to  adopt  is  contained  in  the 
words  of  Hamilton  Wright  Mabie :  **  There  is 
a  genius  in  knowing  what  to  discard  as  well  as 
what  to  keep." 

Whether  in  a  single  building  or  scattered  as 
branches  over  the  whole  city,  it  is  essential 
that  the  institution  be  placed  upon  a  sound 
business  basis  and  the  work  centralized.  To 
accomplish  this  desideratum  a  library  without 
a  central  building  must  provide  adequate  ad- 
ministration quarters  with  offices  under  one 
roof  for  all  heads  of  departments.  This  ar- 
rangement establishes  a  centre  about  which 
the  whole  system  clusters,  admits  of  frequent 
consultation,  and  forms  the  natural  source  of 
information  pertaining  to  any  of  the  branches. 
Here  the  policy  of  the  library  is  determined, 
practical  co-operation  made  possible,  and  that 
centralization  and  unification  which  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  harmonious  and  effective 
administration  insured.  This  is  the  key  to  the 
situation,  but  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  secure. 
Take  the  Brooklyn  Public  Library,  for  example. 
Some  months  ago  a  series  of  questions  was 
sent  to  the  seventeen  branch  librarians.  The 
answers    were  tabulated  and   the  result  was 


so  surprising  that  I  will  only  state  that  in  some 
instances  the  same  kind  of  work  was  being 
done  in  as  many  ways  as  there  were  branches. 
Other  libraries  have  had  similar  experience; 
but  we  are  on  the  up  grade  now,  and  all  striv- 
ing for  that  uniformity  which  will  fit  in  with 
local  environments.  Of  the  advantages  of 
centralization,  I  can  do  no  better  than,  quote 
from  one  of  our  librarians-in-charge : 

*'  That  such  a  plan  [of  centralization] 
frequently  involves  the  sacrifice  of  individual 
ideas  and  methods  of  work  is  inevitable ;  and 
the  plea  is  sometimes  urged  that  the  ultimate 
result  will  be  to  destroy  originality ;  so  far  as 
routine  goes  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  but  there 
are  many  features  of  library  work  incident  to 
the  personal  contact  with  the  public,  making 
of  bulletins,  preparation  of  reading  lists,  etc., 
that  offer  an  inviting  field  to  every  librarian  in 
charge  as  varied  and  resourceful  as  the  indi- 
vidual personalities  themselves.  When  this 
feeling  that  we  are  each  an  integral  part  of  a 
great  library  system,  as  closely  linked  in  pur- 
pose and  methods  to  the  administration  depart- 
ment and  to  each  other  as  if  all  were  gathered 
together  under  a  single  roof,  has  superseded 
purely  selfish  interest  in  our  respective  charges, 
then  and  not  till  then  will  the  full  measure  of 
united  action  be  realized.  Without  such  a 
conception  of  the  task  before  us  the  best  indi- 
vidual effort,  no  matter  how  zealously  pursued, 
will  avail  little.  This  phase  of  the  question 
invites  serious  reflection  on  the  part  of  every 
one  of  us,  and  a  keen  sense  of  our  own  personal 
responsibility  to  the  trust  imposed  in  us.  I 
like  to  think  of  the  branch  not  as  a  limited,  in- 
dependent collection  of  books,  more  or  less 
arbitrarily  selected  and  placed  conveniently  for 
the  public,  but  rather  as  a  local  representative 
of  a  great  system,  never  a  mere  substitute  for 
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The  first  requisite  for  an  orderly  and  syste- 
matic administration  of  a  library  is  a  staff  so 
organized  as  to  work  effectively  in  every  direc- 
tion. 

A  suggested  organization  is : 

GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION. 

Chief  Librarian. 

First  Assistant  Librarian. 
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Second  Assistant  Librarian. 
Librarian's  Secretary. 
Chief  Clerk. 
Financial  Secretary. 

HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENTS. 

Superintendent  of  Branches. 
Superintendent  of  Children's  Department. 
Superintendent  of  Book  Order  Department. 
Superintendent  of  Cataloguing  Department. 
Superintendent  of  Traveling  Libraries. 
Superintendent  of  Supplies. 

Under  these  would  follow  Librarians-in- 
charge  of  Branches,  Assistants,  Apprentices, 
Fine  collectors,  Messengers,  and  Janitors. 

A  word  as  to  the  several  divbions  recom- 
mended. The  heads  of  departments  should 
be  selected  for  their  special  fitness  for  the  work 
required  and  paid  accordingly.  Of  the  duties 
of  Librarian  and  Assistant  Librarians  and  Sec- 
retary it  is  unnecessary  to  speak,  but  it  may  be 
helpful  to  indicate  briefly  those  attached  to 
some  of  the  other  positions. 

The  duties  of  the  chief  clerk  and  financial 
secretary  are  chiefly  of  a  clerical  nature. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  BRANCHES. 

Among  the  supervisors  the  Superintendent  of 
Branches  is  mentioned  first,  because  under  the 
chief  librarian  the  one  occupying  this  position 
must  keep  in  touch  with  the  needs  and  person- 
nel of  the  several  branches.  As  one  has  well 
said :  The  Superintendent  of  Branches  should 
keep  in  view  the  following  objects :  (a.)  To 
save  the  time  of  the  chief  librarian  by  acting  as 
an  intermediary  between  him  and  members  of 
the  staffs  of  branches,  attending  to  all  such 
matters  as  can  be  acted  upon  without  specific 
authority,  and  sifting  out  for  his  attention  only 
such  cases  as  seem  of  special  significance. 
(^.)  To  view  the  work  of  the  branches  from 
a  comparative  standpoint,  comparing  their 
equipment,  the  conditions  under  which  their 
work  is  carried  on  and  the  results  obtained, 
with  the  object  that  all  may  be  treated  with  fair- 
ness in  the  furnishing  of  books,  supplies,  and 
service.  (^.)  To  bring  about  centralization  in 
all  cases  where  it  would  increase  the  useful- 
ness or  decrease  the  expense  of  the  several 
branches,     (d,)  To  promote  co-operation  and 


develop  esprit  de  corps,  (^.)  To  give  appren- 
tices instruction  in  methods  and  practical  work 
at  the  branches. 

children's  department. 

Next  in  importance  on  this  faculty  should  be 
named  the  Superintendent  of  the  Children^ 
Department.  We  can  at  least  concede  that 
she  (and  I  use  the  pronoun  advisedly)  occu- 
pies a  most  responsible  place,  for  upon  the 
success  of  this  department  largely  depends  the 
success  of  the  library.  There  are  not  many 
people  equipped  for  this  post.  The  occupant 
must  combine  the  qualities  which  go  to  make 
up  the  best  sort  of  teacher,  librarian,  and 
mother,  and  must  have  the  executive  ability  to 
originate  plans  for  the  extension  of  the  work, 
exercise  general  supervision  over  all  children^ 
rooms,  their  management  and  discipline,  select 
and  distribute  juvenile  literature  throughout 
the  system,  and  superintend  the  preparation  of 
bulletins  and  kindred  illustrative  work. 

BOOK  ORDER   DEPARTMENT. 

All  accessions  to  the  library  by  gift  or  pur- 
chase should  be  handled  by  the  Book  Order 
Department. 

Everything  connected  with  the  entering  of 
gifts,  checking  of  bills,  order  slips,  aucdonand 
trade  catalogues,  recommendations  of  libra- 
rians and  readers,  and  exchange  of  books  be- 
tween branches  should  be  attended  to  here. 

Having  a  union  catalogue  and  shelf-list  at  a 
central  place,  it  is  easy  to  check  up  orders, 
prevent  unnecessary  duplication,  and  indicate 
for  which  branches  a  book  is  intended,  as  it  is 
not  desirable  to  place  copies  of  all  books  pur- 
chased in  every  branch. 

The  selection  of  books  for  the  different 
branches  depends  in  a  measure  upon  the  rec- 
ommendations of  the  librarians-in-charge.  who 
know  what  the  branches  need  in  the  wavof 
new  books  and  ••  shorts." 

CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT. 

A  greater  degree  of  uniformity  not  otherwise 
attainable  is  secured  if  all  cataloguing  is  done 
by  the  central  cataloguing  staff.  All  the  ac- 
cessioning, classification,  and  assignment  of 
numbers  not    only  for   the  imion  catalogue, 
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but  for  branches  should  be  done  at  one  place, 
leaving  to  the  branches  the  further  preparation 
of  the  book  for  circulation. 

It  is  somewhat  expensive  but  quite  necessary 
that  a  union  catalogue  and  a  union  shelf-list 
showing  resources  of  the  whole  institution  be 
kept  by  the  Cataloguing  Department,  so  that 
information  concerning  any  book  at  any  branch 
may  be  supplied  on  the  instant. 

A  card  catalogue  and  shelf  list  should  be 
kept  at  each  branch,  showing  just  what  books 
are  in  the  branch. 

A  great  deal  of  time  and  labor  will  be  saved 
by  ordering  cards  from  the  Library  of  Congress 
and  using  them  for  the  union  and  branch  cata- 
logues. 

A  satisfactory  division  of  work  seems  to  be 
something  like  this : 

WORK   DONE  BY  CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  Looked  up  in  union  card  catalogue. 

2.  Books  plated. 

3.  Accessioned. 

4.  Classified. 
$.   Numbered. 

6.  Subject  headings  indicated. 

7.  Entries  made  in  union  card  catalogue 

and  union  shelf  list  for  duplicates. 

8.  Work  revised. 

9.  Cards  filed. 

10.  Books  counted  and  listed. 

1 1 .  Books  sent  to  branches. 

12.  Branch  catalogue  cards  revised. 

13.  Monthly  bulletin  work. 

WORK  DONE  BY  BRANCHES. 

1 .  Books  stamped. 

2.  Leaves  cut. 

3.  Books  pasted  (pockets  and  dating  slips). 

4.  Book  cards  made. 

5.  Books,  shelf,  list,  and  catalogue  cards 

written. 

TRAVELING   LIBRARIES. 

The  Traveling  Library  is  an  acknowledged 
factor  in  a  modern  library.  It  goes  into  the 
club,  the  home,  the  school,  the  factory,  and 
public  institutions,  and  reaches  people  who  do 
not  ordinarily  visit  a  library. 

The  opportunities  for  splendid  work  in  this 


department  are  limitless,  and  an  able,  scholarly, 
tactful,  and  conscientious  person  is  needed  for 
Superintendent. 

The  home  libranes  which  are  coming  into 
greater  prominence  should  be  under  the  man- 
agement of  this  department. 

The  collection  of  books  ought  to  be  as  dis- 
tinct as  at  a  branch. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  SUPPLIES. 

The  Superintendent  of  Supplies  should  be 
a  man  of  large  business  capacity.  Supplies 
for  the  year  should  be  purchased  at  one  time 
in  large  quantities  and  stored  at  a  central 
depot  and  drawn  upon  from  time  to  time  by 
requisitions  made  by  the  librarians-in-charge. 
The  amount  of  stock,  such  as  janitors^  sup- 
plies, cards,  printing,  stationery,  etc.,  needed 
during  the  year  may  be  easily  ascertained  from 
estimates  submitted  by  the  branch  librarians 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  purchase  of  books  should  be  left  to 
the  Book  Order  Department. 

Except  for  incidental  expenses  no  money 
need  be  expended  by  branch  librarians. 

BINDERY. 

The  question  of  the  advantages  of  a  bindery 
under  the  control  of  the  library  authorities  is  a 
debatable  one.  Given  a  central  building,  the 
problem  is  easy  of  solution,  as  the  books  are 
then  in  the  same  building  and  under  library 
supervision.  It  is  perhaps  as  convenient  and 
satisfactory  to  establish  a  certain  standard  for 
binding  and  then  distribute  the  work  among 
several  firms,  requiring  the  same  grade  of 
work,  paying  therefor  uniform  prices.  The 
details  of  management  should  come  under 
responsible  supervision  and  not  be  left  to  the 
binder  to  regulate. 

RESERVOIR   FOR  BOOKS. 

The  library  of  to-day  must  place  some  re- 
strictions upon  the  purchase  of  books.  Fiction 
by  a  little  known  writer  may  safely  lie  over  for 
six  months.  Those  of  us  who  have  tried  this 
experiment  are  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  that 
at  the  end  of  the  probationary  period  there  is 
little  demand  for  the  books.  Regarding  other 
literature  it  is  not  necessary  to  purchase  a  copy 
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of  a  new  book  for  each  branch,  but  there  should 
be  a  reservoir  to  serve  as  a  receptacle  for  dead 
or  unused  books  from  which  they  could  be 
drawn  for  the  branches  when  there  is  a  de. 
mand.  I  quote  again  from  the  same  librarian- 
in-charge : 

•*  We  need  a  central  reservoir  from  which  to 
draw  books  which  for  many  reasons  cannot  be 
duplicated  in  every  branch.  Into  such  a  reser- 
voir might  well  be  sent  all  volumes  exclusive 
of  reference  works  and  others  to  be  noted  later 
not  circulating  in  the  several  branches.  The 
branch  has  no  room  for  books  rarely  used,  and, 
what  is  more  vital,  no  money  to  spend  in  their 
acquisition.  Certainly  we  cannot  afford  to  buy 
books  never  taken  out,  and  at  the  same  time 
plead  lack  of  funds  as  an  excuse  for  not  obtain- 
ing books  sadly  needed.  In  this  as  in  all  pub- 
lic matters  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
number  must  be  our  guide,  and  the  occasional 
seeker  must  depend  upon  this  central  source 
for  his  occasional  book.  The  branch  must 
contain  live  and  active  books,  books  that  will 
be  read  and  re-read,  rebound,  worn  out,  and 
replaced.  That,  briefly,  should  be  the  book's 
•  biography.'  By  a  process  of  elimination  and 
survival  of  the  fittest  the  stock  of  material 
should  be  kept  a  living  force.  In  apparent 
contradiction  to  what  I  have  just  written  I 
would  exempt  from  exportation  to  the  central 
reservoir  *  books  of  power'  so  called.  I  be- 
lieve we  should  always  have  before  the  eyes  of 
the  reader  the  best  there  is  in  literature,  and 
if  after  a  year,  such  books  having  offered  them- 
selves appealingly  to  the  public,  the  dating 
slips  remain  blank,  I  think  we  might  be  justi- 
fied in  concluding  that  something  was  the  mat- 
ter with  the  public,  or  possibly  with  the  libra- 
rian in  charge.  But  beyond  these  claims  of 
the  world's  best  literature  I  would  make  no 
further  exemptions.  Ancient  text-books,  obso- 
lete scientific  treatises,  worn-out  theological 
discussions,  and  all  other  dust-gatherers  surely 
can  be  of  no  value  to  the  general  reader  and 
seldom  to  the  student  except  as  a  basis  of  com- 
parison. Actual  experience  will  of  course  be 
the  final  test.  If  a  book  does  not  circulate  and 
cannot  be  made  to  circulate,  send  it  to  this 


common  reservoir.  It  will  still  be  always  ac- 
cessible, and  it  is  possible  that  from  the  com- 
bined demands  of  the  several  branches  it  may 
be  of  occasional  service.'^ 

Thus  far  we  have  been  considering  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  whole  system,  from  a  cen- 
tral point,  but  the  real  power  lies  in  the 

BRANCH  LIBRARIANS. 

A  librarian-in-charge  should  possess  peculiar 
qualifications  for  the  position.  The  foundadon 
should  be  a  liberal  education,  added  to  which 
one  should  be  broad-minded,  £u'-seeing,  and 
progressive.  The  mission  of  a  librarian  is 
only  partly  accomplished  when  the  merely  per- 
functory service  of  circulating  books  and  keep- 
ing records  is  done.  It  needs  enthusiasm  and 
force  in  the  individual  at  the  head  to  stimnlale 
the  assistants  and  do  eflfective  work  with  the 
public. 

Freedom  of  action  should  be  accorded  heads 
of  branches ;  they  should  be  held  to  a  degree 
responsible  for  building  up  their  particular 
libraries.  They  should  not  be  treated  as  mere 
machines,  but  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
broaden  and  develop  the  work  in  their  own 
neighborhood,  and  be  made  to  feel  their  im- 
portance to  the  entire  city  system.  To  this 
end  there  should  be  frequent  meetings  of  the 
staff  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  notes,  decid- 
ing upon  methods,  defining  the  scope  of  work, 
discussing  books,  relations  with  the  pubfic, 
etc.,  and  to  increase  the  efiidency  of  the  assist- 
ants they  may  be  given  instruction  of  a  higher 
grade  than  that  given  apprentices. 

There  are  other  things  which  add  to  the 
effectiveness  and  smoothness  of  adminbtration. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  frequent  reasak 
of  the  chief  librarian  and  superintendents  to 
the  branches,  interchange  of  books  and  cards 
among  branches ;  special  express  delivery  to 
branches  and  delivery  stations,  and  telephooe 
communication  throughout  the  sjrstem. 

An  outiine  only  of  how  a  branch  library  may 
be  administered  has  been  given,  but  it  maj 
serve  the  purpose  at  a  time  when  librarians  aic 
becoming  more  generally  interested  in  tbe 
subject. 
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THE   DIVISION  OF  A  LIBRARY  INTO    BOOKS   IN  USE.  AND    BOOKS    NOT  IN 
USE.  WITH   DIFFERENT  STORAGE  METHODS   FOR  THE  TWO  CLASSES 

OF  BOOKS. 

By  Charles  William  Eliot,  President  of  Harvard  University, 


DEFORE  this  assembly  of  experts  it  is 
proper  that  I  should  describe  the  past  ex- 
periences and  present  conditions  which  have 
lately  led  me  to  study  the  library  question 
anew,  and  have  caused  me,  who  am  not  an 
expert,  to  venture  to  write  on  the  subject. 

When  Gore  Hall  was  built  in  1840,  my  pre- 
decessor. President  Josiah  Quincy,  supposed 
that  the  building  had  sufficient  capacity  to  hold 
the  probable  accumulation  of  books  during  the 
remainder  of  the  century ;  yet  within  thirty-five 
years  it  was  necessary  to  construct  an  exten- 
sion which  held  many  more  books  than  the 
original  building.  Within  twenty  years  more 
it  became  necessary  to  reconstruct  the  interior 
of  the  original  Gore  Hall  in  such  a  manner  as 
greatly  to  increase  its  book  capacity ;  and  now, 
within  six  years  of  the  last  enlargement,  a 
further  enlargement,  more  considerable  than 
either  of  the  preceding,  is  declared  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary.  The  city  of  Boston  erected 
about  forty  years  ago  what  was  then  considered 
a  very  large  library  building  on  Boylston 
Street.  Within  less  than  forty  years  that 
building  had  to  be  replaced  by  a  building  of 
vastly  greater  capacity  at  the  cost  of  several 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  this  new  building  is 
so  placed  with  reference  to  the  surrounding 
streets  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  in 
time  to  come  to  more  than  double  its  capacity. 
Only  thirteen  years  ago  Cambridge  built  a 
public  library;  but  the  city  has  already  been 
obliged  to  make  a  considerable  extension  of 
the  building.  In  the  meantime  many  new 
public  libraries  have  been  erected  in  the  vari- 
ous cities  and  towns  which  constitute  the 
metropolitan  district  of  Boston.  I  have,  there- 
fore, witnessed  a  very  extraordinary  increase 
in  the  number  of  books  kept  accessible  to 
readers  in  the  communities  which  fall  under 
my  immediate  observation;  and  I  have  also 
witnessed  frequent  enlargements  of  the  build- 
ings used  for  storing  these  collections,  enlarge- 


ments repeated  at  always  diminishing  intervals. 
All  over  the  country,  but  especially  in  Massa- 
chusetts, local  public  libraries  have  been  rapidly 
established  within  a  single  generation ;  so  that 
the  centres  from  which  books  are  distributed, 
or  at  which  books  are  read,  have  multiplied 
extraordinarily.  Since  Gore  Hall  was  planned 
—  that  is,  quite  within  the  life-time  of  many 
persons  here  present — the  production  of  books 
and  other  printed  matter  has  increased  at  an 
unprecedented  rate;  until  now  there  is  no 
library,  however  rich,  which  pretends  to  keep 
pace  with  the  annual  publications  of  the  world ; 
and  all  libraries,  large  and  small  alike,  are 
compelled  to  exercise  close  selection  in  the 
purchasing  and  acceptance  of  books.  No  ex- 
isting library  can  dream  of  providing  two 
miles  and  more  of  new  shelving  every  year. 
Completeness  can  no  longer  be  the  ideal  of 
any  library.  Judicious  selection  for  local  and 
present  use  is  the  ideal. 

At  a  university  which  employs  a  large  num- 
ber of  specialists  as  teachers,  the  books  selected 
for  purchase  will  be  those  which  the  university 
specialists  decide  are  most  needed  at  the 
passing  moment  by  themselves  or  their  pupils ; 
and  since  these  specialists  change  somewhat 
rapidly  by  death  or  transfer  to  other  fields  of 
labor,  the  direction  of  purchases  in  a  given 
university  library  will  probably  change  consid- 
erably from  generation  to  generation ;  so  that 
even  in  a  university  library  the  selection  of  the 
books  must  be  called  variable  and  almost 
casual,  unless  an  unchanging  policy  of  pur- 
chasing only  in  certain  specified  departments 
of  knowledge  be  adopted  and  persistently 
maintained.  I  know  no  instance  of  the  long 
maintenance  of  such  a  policy  for  a  public  col- 
lection not  professional. 

The  prodigious  annual  output  of  books  and 
magazines  is  by  no  means  all  original  matter. 
A  large  proportion  of  it  is  matter  which  has 
only  been  revised  or  recast.    Each  generation 
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makes  its  own  treatises,  gazeteers,  bibliogra- 
phies, indices,  dictionaries,  and  cyclopaedias, 
re-edits  the  famous  books  come  down  from 
preceding  generations,  and  writes  its  own 
biographies  of  the  heroic  personages  of  the 
past.  It  is  impossible  to  discern  any  limit  to 
this  portentous  flood  of  reproduction.  Yet  in 
each  generation  this  immense  mass  of  revised 
or  recast  matter  invalidates  much  of  the  printed 
work  of  former  generations  or  throws  it  out  of 
use.  Moreover,  all  signs  indicate  that  the 
flood  of  printed  matter  has  by  no  means 
reached  its  height.  Indeed  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  printing  and  publishing 
will  become  cheaper  and  cheaper,  and  the  fa- 
cilities for  authorship  and  the  number  of 
authors  greater  and  greater.  The  ease  with 
which  books  are  made  has  altered  the  charac- 
ter of  the  printed  book.  It  is  plain  that  great 
masses  of  new  books  have  only  an  ephemeral 
interest,  like  the  monthly  magazines  and  the 
weekly  papers. 

Under  these  conditions  the  great  need  of 
means  of  discriminating  between  books  which 
may  fairly  be  said  to  be  in  use  and  books  which 
may  fairly  be  said  to  be  not  in  use  has  been 
forced  on  me,  and  on  many  other  persons 
nearly  concerned  with  the  largest,  readiest, 
and  most  profitable  use  of  libraries,  and  with 
the  promotion  of  sound  reading  among  pupils 
at  school,  students  at  college  or  university,  and 
the  people  at  large.  The  problem  is  essen- 
tially an  economic  one.  It  is  not  a  good  use 
of  the  precious  educational  resources  of  a  com- 
munity, or  an  institution,  to  enlarge  at  frequent 
intervals  its  library  building,  if  the  new  space 
needed  for  books  in  use  can  be  secured  by  dis- 
carding books  not  in  use ;  and  it  is  not  frugal 
policy  to  permit  the  presence  of  thousands  or 
millions  of  dead  books  to  increase  the  cost  of 
service,  care,  and  cleaning  in  a  much-fre- 
quented library. 

I  admit  at  once  that  the  means  of  just  dis- 
crimination between  books  in  use  and  books 
not  in  use  are  not  easy  to  discern  or  to  apply ; 
but  I  maintain,  nevertheless,  that  the  search 
for  these  means  should  be  diligently  prose- 
.  cuted,  and  that  every  reasonable  suggestion  of 
means  of  discrimination  deserves  careful  atten- 
tion.    It  is  obvious  that  no  one  man  is  compe- 


tent to  discriminate,  on  principles  of  judgment 
which  his  own  mind  elaborates,  between  a 
dead  book  and  a  living  book  in  all  departments 
of  learning.    The  only  satisfactory  test  is  the 
actual  demand  or  absence  of  demand  for  the 
book  in  question.    Thus,  it  might  naturally  be 
suspected  that  a  book  which  had   not  been 
called  for  in  a  university  library   for  twenty 
years  possessed  but  a  faint  vitality ;  whereas  a 
book  that  was  called  for  every  year  would  cer- 
tainly be  considered  alive.     The  feet  of  disose 
seems  to  me  an  eflective   criterion,  and  the 
question  for  librarians  is  how  to  determine  that 
fact  of  disuse.    In  libraries  where  no  person 
has  access  to  the  shelves  except  the  librarian 
and  his  assistants,  so  that  every  book  used  is 
ordered  by  a  written  slip,  and  passes  the  de- 
livery desk,  the  fact  of  disuse  can  certainly  be 
satisfactorily  determined.     In  libraries  where 
some  thousands  of  books,  say  from  five  thou- 
sand to  a  hundred  thousand,  are  kept  on  open 
shelves,  accessible  to  all  users  or  all  privilqned 
users  of  the  library,  there  must  be  some  princi- 
ple of  selection  which  assigns  books  to  those 
open  shelves.     No  judicious  librarian  will  keep 
on  open  shelves  books  which  are  never  touched. 
There  already  exists,  therefore,  a  satisfactoiy 
criterion  for  large  numbers  of  live  books.    The 
real  difficulty  in  determining  disuse  arises  in 
libraries    which    permit    access    to    all   their 
shelves  to  a  considerable  number  of  readeis 
who  may  handle  the  books  at  their  pleasore, 
and  remove  any  of  them  temporarily  to  neigh- 
boring tables  where  they  can  be  conveniendy 
read.    This  permission  has  no  value  except  in 
a  classified  library,  or,  rather,  except  in  those 
parts  of  a  library  which  are  classified.    There 
are  many  libraries  in  which  the  "browsing** 
process  is  not  permitted,  and  in  them  this  di£- 
culty  in  determining  the  disuse  of  a  book  does 
not  exist.    Moreover,  where  the  difficulty  ex- 
ists now  it  would  be  removed  by  enforcing  the 
simple  rule  that  the  reader  admitted  to  the 
shelves  may  take  a  book  down,  but  shall  doc 
put  it  up ;  and  this  rule  would  have  other  ob- 
vious advantages.     I  shall  have  something  to 
say  later  concerning  the  value  of  the  process  ^ 
browsing  in  a  library. 

I  have  found  on  inquiry  that  the  discrimina- 
tion between  books  in  use  and  books  not  in  use 


ELIOT, 


53 


has  already  been  made  in  some  libraries  of 
widely  different  character  as  regards  size,  rate 
of  growth,  and  general  purpose.  Thus  the 
British  Museum  has  already  made  large  dis- 
criminations. The  Medical  Library  of  Boston, 
although  it  has  lately  procured  a  new  building 
much  larger  than  its  first,  has  still  large  num- 
bers of  books  stored  in  the  suburbs  of  Boston. 
The  Harvard  Library  has  been  forced  to  box 
thousands  of  books,  and  store  them  in  the  cel- 
lars of  other  buildings  —  a  very  inconvenient 
method.  The  Boston  Athenaeum  has  for  some 
years  put  its  most  used  books  in  its  lower 
stories,  and  its  least  used  in  the  upper,  for  the 
convenience  of  its  attendants,  and  of  its  pro- 
prietors who  have  access  to  the  shelves.  Many 
town  libraries  have  found  no  difficulty  in  de- 
ciding upon  those  books  which  are  so  seldom 
called  for  that  they  may  be  put  in  out-of-the- 
way  places. 

But  what  should  be  done  with  disused  books, 
when  once  the  means  of  discrimination  be- 
tween the  used  and  the  disused  have  been 
found?  It  seems  to  me  clear  that  a  book 
which  is  worth  keeping  at  all  ought  to  be  kept 
accessible ;  that  is,  where  it  can  be  found,  on 
demand,  with  a  reasonable  expenditure  of 
time  and  labor.  The  problem,  then,  is  to  de- 
vise a  mode  of  storing  disused  books,  so  that 
they  may  be  kept  safe  and  accessible,  and 
yet  at  a  low  cost  for  shelter  and  annual  care. 
The  most  obvious  considerations  of  economy 
demand  that  disused  books,  or  books  very 
seldom  used,  should  be  stored  in  inexpensive 
buildings  on  cheap  land.  There  is  frightful 
waste  in  storing  little-used  books  on  land  worth 
a  million  dollars  an  acre,  if  land  worth  a  hun- 
dred dollars  an  acre  would  answer  all  reasonable 
purposes.  Next,  no  unnecessary  number  of 
copies  should  be  stored  for  one  and  the  same 
community.  If,  for  instance,  there  are  thirty 
public  or  semi-public  libraries  within  twelve 
miles  of  the  State  House  in  Boston,  it  is  waste- 
ful for  each  of  those  libraries  to  be  storing  dis- 
used books,  for  many  of  the  books  so  preserved 
would  be  duplicates.  There  should  be  one 
store-house  for  disused  books  for  the  entire 
district,  wherein  not  more  than  two  copies  of 
any  book  should  be  preserved.  Thirdly,  the 
interior  construction  of  such  a  building  should 


differ  in  important  respects  from  the  construc- 
tion of  the  ordinary  book-stack  in  use  to-day. 
A  stack  like  that  of  the  Harvard  Library,  which 
was  the  first  stack  constructed  of  the  type  now 
common,  or  that  of  the  Congressional  Library, 
a  more  recent  and  far  more  costly  type,  pro- 
vides a  passageway  between  each  two  rows  of 
books ;  and  in  order  to  get  good  daylight  into 
the  middle  of  these  narrow  aisles  or  passage- 
ways, the  lengths  of  the  rows  are  very  mod- 
erate, and  there  are  often  passageways  along 
the  ends  of  the  rows  of  books  between  these 
ends  and  the  walls.  The  result  of  this  ar- 
rangement is  that  not  more  than  one-fifth  of 
the  cubical  contents  of  the  building  which 
covers  the  stack  is  really  occupied  by  books. 
In  order  to  secure  compact  stowage,  all  books 
in  such  a  store-house  as  we  are  contemplating 
should,  in  the  first  place,  be  assorted  by  size. 
They  should  next  be  marked  by  a  label  at  the 
top  of  the  back  to  receive  only  a  serial  letter 
and  number.  No  classification  of  the  books 
should  be  permitted;  for  a  classified  library 
occupies  more  space  than  one  which  is  not 
classified.  The  books  having  been  assorted 
by  size  should  be  placed  three  deep  on  the 
shelves,  and  on  the  edge  of  each  shelf  should 
stand  fixed-location  shelf-marks  bearing  the 
numbers  of  the  three  books  behind  each  mark. 
The  serial  number  once  assigned  to  a  book 
should  never  be  changed,  and  the  place  of  each 
book  once  fixed  should  never  be  changed. 
The  passage-ways  should  be  long,  and  should 
end  against  the  walls,  and  only  one  passage- 
way down  the  middle  of  the  stack  should 
afford  access  to  the  passage-ways  between  the 
rows  of  books.  In  this  way  nearly  two-thirds 
of  the  building  might  be  actually  occupied  by 
books.  The  roof  should  be  flat,  and  so  con- 
structed as  to  defend  the  upper  stories  from 
the  heat  of  the  summer  sun.  All  windows 
should  be  double,  to  exclude  dust  and  cold. 
In  winter  the  temperature  of  the  entire  build- 
ing should  be  kept  low,  and  by  the  use  of 
gratings  for  floors  the  whole  building  should  be 
treated  as  one  room  for  purposes  of  heating 
and  ventilating.  None  but  the  attendants 
should  ever  be  allowed  in  the  stacks.  They 
would  find  the  books  called  for  by  their  serial 
numbers  only,  and  would  bring  them  to  the 
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reading-room  and  studies  which  should  be 
attached  to  the  building.  It  ought,  of  course, 
to  be  possible  for  any  student  who  desired  a 
large  number  of  books  to  have  them  brought 
to  him  in  a  separate  room  where  he  could  ex- 
amine them  at  his  leisure,  and  retain  the  use 
of  them  for  a  definite  period.  It  should  also 
be  possible  for  any  library  in  the  district  which 
used  this  store>house  to  procure  any  books 
from  the  store-house  on  written  or  telephoned 
orders,  the  cards  corresponding  to  all  the 
books  in  the  store-house  being  kept  at  all  the 
libraries  which  were  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date such  a  catalogue.  Such  a  building  could 
be  a  regular  polygon,  like  a  square,  and  so 
have  a  shorter  perimeter  than  any  irregular 
polygon  of  the  same  area,  like  a  long  rectangle, 
for  instance. 

The  books  in  such  a  store-house  would  be 
reasonably  accessible  to  real  students.  They 
would  no  longer  encumber  the  libraries  from 
which  they  had  been  dismissed.  They  need 
no  longer  encumber  the  card  catalogues  in 
ordinary  use  at  the  libraries  from  which  they 
had  been  dismissed.  The  discharge  of  disused 
books  from  the  thirty  or  more  libraries  of  the 
whole  district  into  this  common  receptacle 
would  be  intermittent,  perhaps,  by  weeks  or 
months,  but  fairly  continuous  by  long  periods, 
such  as  five-year  or  ten-year  periods.  The 
libraries  of  books  in  use  would  themselves  be 
more  economically  and  effectively  administered 
if  relieved  of  the  burden  of  the  dead  books ; 
and  they  would  be  under  no  necessity  of  ex- 
tending their  buildings  at  short  intervals  over 
new  areas  of  more  and  more  expensive  land. 

The  treatment  of  the  library  catalogue  under 
these  new  conditions  would  deserve  careful 
consideration  and  experimentation.  In  libra- 
ries which  contained  a  well-classified  subject 
catalogue,  it  might,  or  might  not,  be  best  to 
keep  in  the  classified  catalogue  the  titles  of  dis- 
used books.  By  retaining  all  the  titles  which 
had  ever  found  place  in  the  classified  catalogue, 
a  student  unacquainted  with  the  literature  of 
his  subject  would  be  supplied  with  an  impor- 
tant bibliographical  guide;  but  on  the  other 
hand  by  keeping  in  the  catalogue  the  titles  of 
disused  books  the  bulk  of  the  catalogue  would 
be  increased  in  a  progressive  measure,  and  the 


daily  use  of  the  catalogue  would  therefore  be 
made  more  difficult  and  more  time-consumlDg 
for  everybody  resorting  to  it. 

These  last  considerations  lead  naturally  to 
the  interesting  subject  of  *•  browsing."    There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  inexperienced  student 
gets  some  advantage  from    looking  over  the 
books  in  a  classified  library  on  a  subject  in 
which  he  has  an  intelligent  interest ;   but  of 
course  his  chief  advantage   is   procured  from 
those  books  which  have  still  so  much  life  in 
them  as  to  be  sometimes  read.     Browsing  on 
good  books  is  often  helpful,  but  browsing  on 
poor  books,  and  particularly  on  books  which 
have  been  so  replaced  by  better  ones  as  to  have 
gone  out  of  use,  is  a  very  questionable  advan- 
tage for  the  ordinary  student.     I  am  not  sug- 
gesting that  browsing  on  live  books  should  be 
prevented,  but  only  that  browsing  on  dead 
books  might  be  made  less  convenient  than  it 
now  is  by  requiring  that  the  dead  books  to  be 
examined  should  be  ordered  and  brought  to- 
gether for  the  browser  in  a  reading-room  or 
study.    For  the  advanced  student,  who  wishes 
to  make  a  really  thorough  study  of  the  litera- 
txu'e  of  a  given  subject,  the  examination  of  the 
books  on  that  subject  which  happen  to  stand 
on  the  shelves  of  a  given  library  ought  not  to 
be  satisfactory.    He  may  be  quite  certain  that 
the  collection  is  not  complete,  and  that  it  may 
even  be  described  as  casual.     He  ought  to 
make  acquaintance  with   a  thorough  bibliog- 
raphy of  his  subject,  or  he  ought  at  least  to 
examine    thoroughly    several    classified   cata> 
logues  of  books  on  his  subject.     He  should 
never  be  content  with  the  selection  of  books 
which  happens  to  have  been  made  in  a  single 
library,  but  should  examine   the  contents  of 
several  libraries.     In  short,  he  ought  to  regard 
browsing  in  one  collection   not  as  thorough 
study  at  all,  but  only  as  a  pleasing  gratification 
of  curiosity  in  comparatively  leisure  moments. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  economical  advantages 
of  the  division  of  books  which  has  been  here 
suggested  would  be  numerous.  In  the  first 
place,  the  trustees  of  libraries  would  not  have 
to  hold  vacant  large  pieces  of  expensive  land 
all  about  their  present  library  buildings,  in 
order  to  provide  for  enlargements  of  those 
buildings  in  successive  generations.    In  the 
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second  place,  they  would  not  be  put  to  the 
expense  of  building  these  successive  enlarge- 
ments, but  would  always  keep  in  a  sufficient 
building  that  number  of  books  for  which  it  had 
originally  been  designed,  the  older  books  which 
had  proved  to  be  disused  being  constantly  re- 
placed by  newer  books  which  are  to  be  put  to 
the  test  of  use,  and  the  whole  collection  being 
actually  alive.  Again,  the  maintenance  of  the 
store-house  for  disused  books  would  be  far  less 
costly  than  the  maintenance  of  the  building 
for  the  active  library  as  regards  heat,  light, 
number  of  attendants,  and  cleaning.  Finally, 
the  handling  of  the  catalogues  and  the  delivery 
of  books  at  the  active  library  would  be  quicker 
and  easier,  and  the  service  of  that  library 
would,  therefore,  be  less  expensive  and  more 
efficient.  Every  hundred  thousand  books  in  a 
much-used  library  and  every  million  cards  in 
its  catalogue  increase  the  cost  of  service  and 
care,  because  they  add  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
service,  and  the  extent  of  the  care-taking. 

It  seems  to  me  that  emphasis  should  be  laid 
henceforth  not  on  the  number  of  volumes  which 
a  library  contains,  but  on  the  wise  selection  of 
its  books,  and  on  the  facilities  for  the  daily  use 
of  its  treasures.  It  is  much  more  important 
that  adequate  provision  of  reading-rooms,  large 
and  small,  should  be  made,  than  that  browsing 
be  permitted,  or  that  every  book  owned  by  the 
library  should  be  obtainable  on  demand  within 
a  few  minutes.  It  is  not  unreasonable  that  an 
interval  of  twenty-four  hours  should  elapse 
between  the  receipt  of  an  order  for  a  book  and 
its  delivery.  Commercial  circulating  libraries 
both  in  England  and  in  this  country  are  highly 
successful,  although  they  often  require  a  much 
longer  interval  than  this  between  the  receipt 
of  an  order  and  the  delivery.  As  the  facilities 
for  the  safe  delivery  of  books  by  mail,  parcel 
deliveries,  or  expresses  increase,  the  habit  of 
borrowing  books  from  a  distance  ought  like- 
wise to  become  common.  The  student  and 
the  general  reader  alike  should  be  willing  to 
await  the  delivery  of  the  book  he  wants  for 
hours  or  even  days,  just  as  a  naturalist  waits 
for  the  season  at  which  his  particular  material 
is  to  be  found,  or  for  the  time  of  year  when 
his  plant  flowers,  or  his  moths  escape  from  the 
chrysalis,  or  his  chickens  or  his  trout  hatch. 


The  real  student  ought  to  be  capable  of  some 
forelooking,  and  of  a  certain  deliberation  in 
reading. 

Whenever  the  distinction  between  books  in 
use  and  books  out  of  use,  and  between  a  li- 
brary of  live  books  and  a  store-house  for  dead 
books,  comes  to  be  admitted  and  applied,  it 
will  be  possible  to  return  to  spacious  and  hand- 
some halls  and  rooms  for  the  permanent  active 
library.  The  modern  steel  stack  is  not  a  dec- 
orative or  inspiring  structure,  and  we  should 
all  be  glad  to  advocate  with  a  good  conscience 
more  beautiful  and  interesting  forms  of  con- 
struction for  the  library  of  books  in  use. 

It  is  an  interesting  but  not  an  urgent  ques- 
tion how  many  depositories  of  dead  books 
might  reasonably  be  provided  in  the  United 
States.  If  the  general  conception  should  be 
accepted,  the  interests  of  different  localities 
will  in  time  determine  the  number  of  places  of 
deposit  for  books  out  of  use.  In  my  report  on 
Harvard  University  for  the  year  1900-01,  I 
mentioned  three  appropriate  places  of  deposit 
—  Washington,  New  York,  and  Chicago ;  but  I 
can  see  great  convenience  in  having  one  place 
of  deposit  for  Eastern  Massachusetts;  and 
doubtless  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  eastern 
slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  would  some  day 
need  others. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  present  generation 
cannot  determine  the  taste  in  books  which  any 
future  generation  will  manifest,  and  therefore 
that  present  disuse  of  a  book  is  not  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  evidence  that  it  is  dead  outright  and 
forever.  This  suggestion  has  some  truth  in  it, 
but  it  does  not  go  far.  There  are  few  books 
now  in  use  which  have  been  resurrected  after 
long  burial ;  but  if  there  were  such  books,  their 
temporary  storage  in  the  house  of  disused 
books  would  not  prevent  (heir  restoration  to 
some  of  the  active  libraries  when  the  new  gen- 
eration had  discovered  or  rediscovered  their 
merits.  I  am  not  proposing  a  crematory  for 
dead  books,  but  only  a  receiving-tomb.  Neither 
am  I  proposing  that  the  bibliophile  or  the  anti- 
quarian should  be  absolutely  deprived  of  his 
idols,  but  only  that  his  access  to  them  should 
be  made  somewhat  less  convenient  and  attrac- 
tive. 

Another  mode  of  selection  in  the  purchase 
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and  holding  of  books  by  different   libraries 
within  some  territory  of  moderate  extent  has 
often  been  suggested,  —  namely,   the  assign- 
ment to  different  libraries  of  different  subjects 
to  which  they  shall  severally  confine  themselves 
in   the  purchase  of  their  books.     There  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  for  this  mode  of  selection, 
if  the  interests  of  a  large  community  like  the 
Boston    metropolitan    district,    for    example, 
rather  than  those  of  a  single  town  or  city,  or  a 
single  university,  are  to  be  considered.     But  it 
ought  to  be  observed  that  this  method  of  se- 
lecting the  books  which  any  given  library  shall 
own  involves  the  same  willingness  on  the  part 
of  readers  to  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  the 
books  they  want,  as  must  be  assumed  if  the 
line  of  division  in  any  one  library  shall  be 
between  books  in  use  and  books  not  in  use. 
If  European  history  were  assigned  as  one  of 
its  subjects  to  the  Boston  Public  Library  and 
American  history  to  the  Harvard  Library,  the 
historical  student  in  Cambridge  might  have  to 
wait  for  his  book  until  it  could  be  brought 
from  Boston,  and  vice  versA.    No  principle  of 
selection  can  be  applied  to  a  group  of  libraries, 
which  does  not  involve,  though  infrequently, 
some  reasonable  delay  in  the  delivery  to  the 
reader  of  the  book  he  wants ;  yet  it  is  indispen- 
sable that  some  principle  of  selection  or  other 


shall  be  adopted.  It  is  also  to  be  observed 
that  books  will  inevitably  come  to  be  disused 
in  the  several  departments  assigned  to  each 
separate  library. 

What  I  have  wished,  and  still  wish,  to  urge 
upon  the  attention  of  professional  librarians — 
solelv  in  the  interest  of  the  best  use  of  the  best 
books  —  is  the  need  of  determining  beforehand 
the  general  policy  which  is  to  be  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  storage  and  most  convenient  use 
of  the  overwhelming  masses  of  books  which  are 
pouring  forth  at  all  the  large  centres  of  book- 
making  in  the  world,  masses  which  each  decade 
bids  fair  to  double.  At  present  most  of  the 
libraries  of  the  country  are  vaguely  contemplat- 
ing an  indefinite  enlargement  of  their  buildings, 
and  an  indefinite  increase  in  the  cost  of  maio- 
taining,  caring  for,  and  serving  out  their  grow- 
ing collections  of  books.  The  present  buildii^ 
of  many  libraries  may  now  look  adequate  for 
years  to  come;  but  surprisingly  soon  their 
vacant  shelves  will  be  filled,  and  the  pinch  we 
have  felt  thrde  times  within  sixty  years  at  the 
Harvard  Library  will  afiSict  them  also.  There 
seems  to  me  to  be  an  urgent  need  of  settling 
soon  on  a  clear  and  feasible  policy  for  the 
future ;  and  I  know  no  body  of  persons  more 
competent  than  that  I  now  address  to  discover 
and  promulgate  such  a  policy. 


THE  SELECTION  OF  TECHNICAL  AND  SCIENTIFIC    BOOKS. 
By  Charles  F.  Burgess,  University  of  Wisconsin, 


I T  is  my  purpose  as  the  unofficial  representa- 
tive of  the  American  Society  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Engineering  Education  to  submit  to 
your  consideration  a  line  of  work  which  has 
been  taken  up  as  one  of  the  possible  means  for 
furthering  the  interests  of  technical  education, 
and  one  which  cannot  be  made  effective  with- 
out the  cooperation  of  the  library  interests. 

Those  who  are  actively  interested  in  engi- 
neering education  cannot  help  but  feel  a  certain 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the  remarkable 
record  of  industrial  development  which  the  last 
few  decades  have  made.  For  substantiation  of 
such  claim  attention  need  but  be  called  to  the 
captains  and  other  ofiicers  of  industry  who  have 


been  trained  in  the  technical  schools  of  the 
country. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  engineering  education 
of  thirty  years  ago  for  present  conditions  is 
scarcely  more  obvious  than  the  fact  that  engi- 
neering education  of  the  present  will  not  snfice 
for  the  future.  Present  methods,  continued 
indefinitely,  would  develop  leaders  as  they  bait 
done  in  the  past,  but  the  question  of  a  debata- 
ble nature  may  be  raised:  Is  the  coontrr 
better  off  with  a  few  great  engineers,  or  a  large 
number  who  are  capable  ? 

Perhaps  the  most  serious  limitation  upon  ca- 
gineering  education  at  the  present  time  is  its 
failure  to  reach  the  rank  and  file  of  industrial 
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workers,  a  limitation  which  is  steadily  increas- 
ing in  degree.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  some 
of  our  advanced  technical  schools  are  free  from 
tuition  charges,  it  is  evident  that  only  a  very 
small  percentage  of  the  inhabitants  seem  to  be 
endowed  with  the  privilege  or  opportunity  of 
attending  such  institutions.  It  has  been  esti- 
mated that  but  one  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of 
the  grade  schools  continue  their  work  beyond 
the  high  school. 

It  seems  to  be  the  predominating  idea  at 
present  that  increase  in  efficiency  of  engineer- 
ing education  lies  mostly  with  reference  to  the 
instruction  of  the  favored  minority  who  are 
able  to  attend  technical  schools.  This  is 
shown  by  the  action  of  the  leading  engineering 
schools  in  increasing  the  height  of  the  barrier 
commonly  termed  entrance  requirements,  thus 
more  noticeably  decreasing  the  percentage  of 
those  permitted  to  attend.  A  college  education 
gives  to  its  possessor  an  advantage  over  his 
fellow  men  and  almost  ensures  for  him  promo- 
tion to  the  more  important  positions,  thus  serv- 
ing in  a  considerable  degree  to  remove  the  less 
fortunate  from  the  line  of  promotion.  This 
stratification  which  appears  to  be  developing, 
placing  the  technical  graduate  in  the  upper 
layer  and  creating  an  engineering  aristocracy, 
is  to  be  deplored  as  contrary  to  the  American 
doctrine  of  equal  opportunity  for  all.  By  the 
very  progress  of  the  technical  graduate  the  out- 
look for  the  shop  man  or  machine  laborer  is 
darkened,  for,  seeing  the  higher  positions  ap- 
parently closed  to  him,  he  will  lose  that  incen- 
tive which  is  the  underlying  foundation  of 
American  enterprise  —  hope  of  advancement. 
He  will  feel  that  he  is  born  to  a  position  in  life 
from  which  he  canndt  rise. 

The  solution  of  this  problem  as  to  how  such 
condition  may  be  avoided  is  perhaps  the  most 
difficult  and  important  task  which  those  inter- 
ested in  technical  education  have  to  undertake ; 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  American  ingenuity 
will  find  a  way  of  satisfactorily  solving  this,  as 
it  has  done  other  great  problems.  Various  ex- 
perimental solutions  are  now  under  trial  and 
others  have  been  proposed.  Among  the  former 
are  the  so-called  correspondence  schools,  sum- 
mer schools  for  artisans  which  at  least  one  of 
our  universities  has  instituted,  night  schools, 
classes  conducted  by  the  Y.M.C.A.,  instruc- 


tion offered  by  manufacturers,  and  various 
other  methods,  each  of  which  has  its  own  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages  which  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  discuss. 

The  great  school  for  the  industrial  worker  is 
the  shop  or  the  factory.  The  worker  in  this 
school  is  in  a  laboratory  of  the  most  efficient 
sort  in  which  he  can  develop  efficiently  if  he 
will  develop  his  brain  together  with  manual 
skill  and  dexterity. 

The  workman  must  first  be  taught  to  realize 
that  unthinking  skill  can  never  hold  its  own 
against  brain  training.  After  instilling  this 
feeling  every  possible  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  make  the  work  of  brain  training  as 
simple  and  efficient  as  possible.  The  corre- 
spondence schools,  in  having  enrolled  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million  students,  have  demonstrated 
the  state  of  intellectual  hunger  which  prevails 
among  the  industrial  workers  of  the  country. 
In  addition  to  demonstrating  the  existence  of 
this  hunger,  at  least  some  of  the  schools  have 
done  much  toward  satisfying  the  same. 

The  proficiency  of  the  industrial  worker  lies 
largely  in  his  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nature 
and  their  applications  and  limitations,  and  an 
ignorance  of  such  laws  determines  to  a  large 
extent  the  difference  between  the  mechanic  and 
the  engineer.  Such  laws  and  applications  may 
be  learned  from  books,  and  in  this  fact  lies  the 
opportunity  which  the  libraries  have  for  further- 
ing industrial  progress. 

There  are  various  ways  in  which  the  libra- 
rian's work  may  be  to  the  advantage  of  engi- 
neering education,  by  which  term  is  meant  the 
dissemination  of  knowledge  which  bears  upon 
and  influences  industrial  development. 

The  library  may  supply  such  scientific  and 
technical  literature  as  will  meet  the  require- 
ments of  those  who  wish  to  use  the  same  for 
recreation  or  for  general  information,  and  there- 
fore including  writings  of  a  popular  nature. 

The  library  may  stimulate  interest  in  scien- 
tific and  technical  matters  among  high  school 
students  and  others  who  are  to  choose  their 
life's  work. 

The  means  may  also  be  offered  to  technical 
men  for  continuing  their  studies,  or  in  carrying 
on  investigation,  for  which  purpose  a  good 
reference  equipment  is  requisite. 

The  library,  in  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the 
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workman-artisan  class  the  literature  best  suited 
to  the  needs,  may  accomplish  results  of  ines- 
timable value.  **  The  vast  number  of  workers, 
so  important  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  repub- 
lic, deserve  and  are  in  need  of  more  considera- 
tion and  encouragement  for  self  education  than 
are  those  who  constitute  what  are  known  as  our 
educated  classes.*^  It  is  to  the  means  of  giving 
aid  to  this  class  that  I  wish  especially  to  point. 

Libraries  have  been  and  are  at  the  present 
time  very  inefficiently  dealing  with  this  matter, 
the  following  remark  recently  made  by  a  promi- 
nent technical  man  emphasizing  this  point: 
"  Instruction  in  engineering  literature  is  not 
organized,  it  is  not  looked  after,  it  is  not  cared 
for,  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions. On  entering  a  modern  public  library 
one  finds  excellent  reading  lists  upon  almost 
any  topic  in  history,  art,  literature,  and  some 
science,  but  none  on  engineering  or  technical 
subjects.'' 

A  study  of  methods  of  increasing  the  effi- 
ciency reveals  some  of  the  causes  of  inefficiency, 
principal  among  which  is  the  lack  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  books,  and,  what  is  equally  harmful, 
the  presence  on  the  shelves  of  books  whose 
influence  is  not  only  indifferent  but  actually 
harmful.  A  great  improvement  can  undoubt- 
edly be  effected  by  the  judicious  application 
of  the  process  of  subtraction  from,  as  well  as 
addition  to,  the  shelves.  The  unsatisfactory 
selections  so  commonly  made,  and  the  requests 
which  are  frequently  put  to  its  individual  mem- 
bers for  book  lists,  have  furnished  the  incentive 
to  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Engineer- 
ing Education  in  appointing  a  committee  of 
seven  members,  representing  various  lines  of 
technical  and  engineering  work,  naming  as  the 
duties  of  such  committee  the  compilation  of 
a  list  of  scientific  and  technical  books  which 
could  be  recommended  for  library  use. 

It  has  appeared  to  our  committee  that  for 
various  good  reasons  it  would  be  best  to  con- 
fine our  work,  at  the  beginning  at  least,  to  the 
selection  of  books  for  the  smaller  libraries,  and 
including  perhaps  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  titles.  In  this  way  it  was  thought  that 
the  best  results  with  the  time  at  our  disposal 
could  be  accomplished. 

I  had  hoped  to  present  at  this  time  such 


a  list,  but,  owing  to  the  time  necessary  and  the 
difficulty  in  arriving  at  an  agreement  which  the 
geographical  distributions  of  this  committee 
involves,  I  am,  unfortunately,  unable  to  cany 
out  my  expectations ;  and  the  publication  of  the 
same  will,  therefore,  have  to  be  postponed  to  a 
later  day. 

From  expressions  of  opinion   which   ha?e 
come  to  my  attention,  I  incline  to  the  belief 
that  many  librarians  may  not  view  onr  efibrts 
with  favor,  and  will  repeat  with  unkind  accent, 
**  another  bibliography  prepared  by  experts." 
I  admit  that  there  is  some  ground  for  the 
assertion  that  a  specialist  will  usually  make  a 
poor  selection,  for  general  library  purposes,  of 
books  dealing  even  with  his  line  of  work,  hav- 
ing his  nose  buried  so  deeply  into  his  subject 
that  he  is  unable  to  obtain  a  fair  perspective. 
It  is  difficult  for  him  to  judge  of  the  value  or 
even  to  see  any  value  whatever  in  the  elemen- 
tary books  which  are  most  important  from  the 
library  standpoint,  and,  in  fact,  many  special- 
ists are  totally  unfamiliar  with  the  elementary 
literature  in  their  lines.     The  objection  that 
professional  prejudices  and  jealousies  are  likely 
to  be  detrimental  to  proper  selection  might 
also  be  a  factor,  though  certainly  a  minor  one. 
A  scientific  and  technical  library,  chosen  by 
lists   made    independently    by    specialists  in 
various  lines,  is  liable   to  be  unbalanced  by 
reason  of  the  various  ideals  which  difierent 
men  have  as  to  library  requirements. 

Braving  such  criticism,  our  committee  has 
undertaken  the  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
librarian  may  look  with  favor  upon  the  results, 
especially  when  considering  the  £act  that  various 
difficulties,  limitations,  and  faults  are  realized 
by  the  committee,  and  attempts  have  been 
made  to  remedy  or  minimize  them. 

In  examining  the  engineering  literature 
various  factors,  which  must  be  taken  into 
account  in  making  proper  selection,  become 
apparent. 

Certain  branches  of  engineering  and  science, 
especially  those  capable  of  spectacular  treat- 
ment, have  been  subjected  to  a  flood  of  litera- 
ture during  recent  years.  The  greater  part  of 
such  literature,  in  spite  of  its  popularity,  is  not 
only  unreliable  and  worthless,  but  is  actuaUj 
harmful  and  a  hindrance  to  true  progress  ifl 
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engineering  education.  Many  of  these  books 
have  been  written  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
financial  profit,  and  consequently  have  been 
manufactured  as  cheaply  as  the  employment  of 
cheap  brain  labor  would  permit.  A  number  of 
books  on  electrical  subjects  may  be  readily 
named,  which  bear  evidence  of  having  been 
written  by  authors  who  know  very  little  of  the 
branches  upon  which  they  claim  to  instruct. 
Another  deficiency  in  technical  books,  especi- 
ally in  those  of  elementary  nature,  is  caused  by 
the  author^s  endeavor  to  place  facts  and  laws 
in  the  most  elementary  manner  possible,  which 
is  often  done  at  the  expense  of  truth  and  ac- 
curacy. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  those  who  represent 
the  most  advanced  learning  in  their  profession 
seldom  indulge  in  the  writing  of  elementary 
books,  since  the  financial  reward  for  such  work 
is  not  comparable  to  that  which  may  be  received 
in  more  strictly  professional  work.  The  writing 
of  the  elementary  book  is  often  therefore  left 
to  the  amateur  engineer. 

The  public  demand  may  seem  to  make  it 
necessary  to  place  many  undesirable  books  on 
the  shelves,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  just  as 
much  care  should  be  used  in  barring  misleading 
books  in  science  and  engineering  as  in  exclud- 
ing those  which  are  detrimental  from  the  moral 
standpoint.  A  book  recently  issued,  written 
evidently  with  the  sole  hope  of  large  sales, 
deals  with  the  telephone.  Many  statements 
made  therein  show  the  author^s  ignorance  of 
fundamental  science,  or  his  total  depravity  in 
trying  to  pass  them  off  as  elementary  science  to 
the  unitiated ;  yet  this  is  a  book  for  which  there 
is  a  large  demand,  due  to  a  general  desire  for 
the  information  which  such  work  purports  to 
give.  On  the  score  of  inaccuracy  and  simplic- 
ity carried  too  far,  the  majority  of  the  books 
belonging  to  the  ABC  class  of  publication 
should  be  rejected. 

In  scientific  and  engineering  lines  the  steady 
and  rapid  progress  has  made  the  need  of  revi- 
sion of  its  literature  especially  great,  and  there 
is  perhaps  no  other  department  where  books  so 
soon  become  of  the  antiquated  order  as  here. 
For  this  reason  a  selection  may  safely  be  con- 
fined almost  entirely  to  publications  of  the  last 
few  years. 


In  arguing  for  the  organization  and  more 
efficient  operation  of  scientific  and  engineering 
departments  in  the  public  library  with  the  view 
of  helping  especially  the  working  class  I  am 
well  aware  that  nothing  new  or  heretofore  un- 
tried is  being  presented.  I  will  anticipate  some 
of  the  objections  which  may  be  raised  against 
this  system  for  industrial  betterment.  It  will 
be  argued  that  certain  libraries  have  maintained 
technical  departments  at  considerable  expendi- 
ture of  capital  and  labor,  but  that  little  interest 
has  been  manifested  in  the  same  by  the  people 
who  were  to  be  benefited. 

It  is  true  that  only  a  small  percentage  of  the 
industrial  workers  seem  to  have  an  ambition  to 
rise,  strange  as  this  statement  may  seem,  and 
even  if  possessed  of  such,  few  have  the  enter- 
prise to  do  the  extra  work  necessary  to  further 
this  ambition.  The  results,  however,  which 
can  be  effected  by  ministering  to  the  require- 
ments of  those  who  have  both  ambition  and 
enterprise,  even  though  such  number  be  small 
at  present,  is  a  sufficient  argument  for  carrying 
on  the  work.  In  this  way  the  library  may  serve 
as  a  net  spread  wide  to  catch  the  talent  which 
the  conntry  produces. 

It  is  argued  that  the  man  who  works  eight 
hours  a  day  is  not  eager  or  in  good  condition 
to  put  in  his  little  spare  time  with  books ;  but, 
with  the  better  class  of  such  men,  their  minds 
are,  after  their  day^s  manual  work,  fresh  and 
eager  for  mental  work  which  they  may  be 
given  at  night.  If  literature  having'some  bear- 
ing on  their  daily  work  be  placed  in  their 
hands  they  will  be  bound  to  become  interested. 

Further  it  may  be  said  that  manufacturers 
have  installed  libraries  in  connection  with  their 
works  and  have  even  offered  free  instruction 
to  theu*  employees.  The  indifferent  success 
which  such  attempts  to  improve  the  men  have 
met  points  to  possible  failure  for  public  libra- 
ries if  they  take  up  this  work.  It  has  been 
a  matter  of  common  experience,  however,  that 
advantages  such  as  gratuitous  instruction 
offered  by  employers  are  seldom  appreciated 
by  employees,  for  the  majority  become  suspici- 
ous of  the  intentions,  feeling  that  such  efforts 
are  being  made  in  the  interests  of  capital 
rather  than  labor.  To  the  library  this  is  a 
matter  of  less  moment,  for  the  public  may  be 
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made  to  have  a  feeling  of  ownership,  which 
is  synonjrmous  with  a  feeling  of  interest.  There 
may  be  means  whereby  the  library  may  in- 
crease such  interest.  An  experiment  with 
this  in  view  is  to  be  tried  by  the  Public 
Library  at  Madison,  Wis.,  during  the  coming 
winter.  It  is  proposed  to  have  a  series  of 
informal  talks  or  lectures  given  to  the  em- 
ployees of  local  factories  upon  technical  sub- 
jects which  may  be  of  interest  to  them,  a  small 
charge  to  be  made  for  the  course.  The  pro- 
ceeds are  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
technical  library,  books  and  periodicals  being 
purchased  which  will  be  of  most  service  to  the 
contributors.  Experience  has  shown  that  a 
free  course  of  lectures  will  not  retain  the 
interest  of  the  audience  as  will  a  course  in 
which  money  is  invested,  and  in  addition  to 
retaining  such  interest  it  is  thought  that  the 
investment  of  the  proceeds  as  before  mentioned 
will  increase  the  interest  in  the  library.  The 
lectures  are  to  be  given  by  local  engineers  and 
professors  of  the  College  of  Engineering  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  and  almost  any 
public  library  can  easily  get  up  such  a  course 
of  talks,  as  the  technical  men  of  the  community 
will  readily  lend  their  assistance. 

The  library,  to  be  a  place  of  study,  requires  a 
good  list  of  reference  books  and  journals. 
Current  technical  and  trade  periodicals  would 
be  a  drawing  card,  and  those  who  possess, 
even  to  a  minor  degree,  the  ability  of  self- 
education  will  find  here  their  mental  nourish- 
ment. In  almost  every  industry  there  are  now 
technical  books  and  trade  journals  and  cata- 
logues of  very  high  educational  value  which 
may  be  acquired  at  a  very  small  cost.  A  most 
valuable  part  of  engineering  and  scientific 
literature  is  in  such  publications,  and  with 
bound  volumes  of  the  same  the  librarian  might 
readily  compile  reading  lists  for  those  who 
desire  to  look  up  any  particular  line. 

Other  reference  books  should  be  available. 


such  as  Kent^s  **  Mechanical  engineer's  podcet 
book,''  Foster's  *'  Pocket  book  on  mechanical 
engineering,"  Trautwine  on  civil  engineering, 
electrical  and  mechanical  dictionaries,  boob 
for  self-instructing  in  drafting,  an  excellent 
example  of  which  is  Davis'  '*  Mechanical  draw- 
ing and  machine  design." 

Books  which  are  in  many  wajrs  ideal  for  such 
reference  library  are  those  published  by  the  In- 
ternational Correspondence  Schools  of  Soan- 
ton.  Pa.,  consisting  of  bound  volumes  of  their 
lesson  sheets  on  subjects  such  as  electrical  engi- 
neering, mechanical  engineering,  civil  engineer- 
ing, shop  practice,  steam  engineering,  and 
various  other  lines.  Each  subject  is  treated  in 
several  volumes,  taking  it  up  from  the  very 
elementary  point  and  gradually  developing  it 
through  a  comparatively  advanced  stage.  A 
student  may  therefore  take  up  a  subject  at  any 
point  to  suit  his  preparation,  and  since  the 
works  are  &irly  complete,  supplementary  boob 
are  necessary.  The  books  have  been  prepaied 
by  specialists  and  authorities  in  various  lines, 
and  have  been  successfully  designed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  those  seeking  self-education. 
These  works  have  in  the  past  been  available 
only  to  those  who  paid  the  fee  as  correspond- 
ence students,  but  the  International  Corre- 
spondence Schools  have  recently  changed  their 
policy  to  the  extent  of  allowing  public  libraries 
to  obtain  their  publications. 

If  study  of  drafting  and  designing  is  to  be 
carried  on  it  might  be  advisable  to  place  at  the 
student's  disposal  drafting  boards  or  tables. 
Other  facilities  might  also  be  made  available, 
but  an  enumeration  of  such  extension  wort 
would  carry  me  beyond  my  intended  destination. 

By  suitable  scientific  instruction  the  osefnl- 
ness  of  the  industrial  worker  to  society  is  in- 
creased, his  horizon  is  broadened,  the  dignitj 
of  his  calling  is  developed ;  and  no  other  agenq 
seems  as  universally  suited  for  furnishing  sndi 
instruction  as  does  the  public  library'. 
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PLAN  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION   OF  AN  INSTITUTE  FOR  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 

RESEARCH. 

By  Aksel  G.  S.  Joseph  son,  The  John  Crerar  Library^  Chicago^  III, 


"PvURING  the  days  of  the  discussion  of  the 
co-operative  cataloging  scheme  a  couple 
of  years  ago  I  presented  to  the  Co-operation 
Committee  of  this  Association  a  plan  for  a 
complete  American  bibliography.  This  plan 
was  based  on  the  same  mechanical  principle  as 
the  cataloging  plan  presented  by  the  commit- 
tee at  the  Montreal  conference,  and  provided 
for  electrotypes  to  be  made  for  single  entries 
from  which  cards  could  be  printed  and  which 
also  could  be  used  for  printing  of  bibliographies 
in  book  form,  to  be  kept  up  to  date  by  cumula- 
tive supplements  and  cumulative  new  editions. 
My  scheme  for  carrying  on  the  work  was  also 
largely  the  same  as  that  suggested  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  entries  were  in  all  cases  to  be 
made  from  the  books  or  articles  themselves, 
not  from  other  bibliographies,  and  the  work,  it 
was  suggested,  might  be  done  in  co-operation 
by  a  number  of  leading  libraries,  the  field  of 
work  to  be  divided  according  to  the  particular 
strength  of  each  co-operating  library.  For  in- 
stance: the  literature  previous  to  1700  might 
be  recorded  by  the  New  York  Public  Library, 
the  copyrighted  books  after  1870  by  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  the  literature  of  medicine  by 
the  Surgeon  General's  Library,  that  of  geology 
by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  etc. 
A  central  bureau  was  to  be  established  for  the 
supervision  of  the  work,  for  revision  as  well  as 
for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  cards 
and  other  publications.  The  cost  of  organiza- 
tion and  maintenance  until  the  undertaking 
would  be  self-supporting  should  be  borne,  it 
was  suggested,  by  such  national  scientific  so- 
cieties as  might  be  interested  in  a  scheme  for 
an  American  bibliography. 

The  Co-operation  Committee  expressed  in 
its  report  to  the  Montreal  conference  the  hope 
that  the  plans  for  the  co-operative  cataloging 
of  books  for  libraries  might  pave  the  way  for 
this  plan.  The  Bibliographical  Committee  of 
the  American  Historical  Association  to  which 
it  had  also  been  presented  did  not  see  its  way 
to  make  any  recommendation. 

Now,  the  failure  of  the  scheme  was  inherent 


in  the  proposition  that  institutions,  libraries 
and  societies,  founded  to  further  certain  defined 
interests,  should  spend  a  part  of  their  income 
in  the  interest  of  an  undertaking  which,  while 
touching  their  own  interests  at  more  than  one 
point,  could  not  be  said  to  be  part  and  parcel 
of  their  work.  And  it  soon  became  clear  to 
me  that  the  only  way  to  solve  the  problem 
would  be  through  the  establishment  of  a 
separate  richly  endowed  institution,  unafiili- 
ated  but  working  in  harmony  and  co-opera- 
tion with  other  institutions  of  learning.  There 
are  institutes  established  for  chemical,  medical, 
archaeological  research.  The  bibliographical 
needs  of  American  scholarship  require  the 
foundation  of  an  institute  for  bibliographical 
research  to  be  a  centre  for  investigation  and 
publication  in  the  field  of  bibliography.  The 
chief  undertaking  of  such  an  institute,  around 
which  all  its  other  work  should  centre,  would 
naturally  be  the  American  bibliography, 
conceived  in  its  very  broadest  sense,  not 
merely  covering  literary  productions  printed  in 
America,  but  also  such  dealing  with  American 
subjects  and  written  by  American  authors, 
even  though  printed  elsewhere.  It  would 
naturally  be  divided  in  two  parts,  the  bibliog- 
raphy of  current  literature  and  the  retrospec- 
tive bibliography  of  the  past.  The  retrospective 
work  should  be  taken  up  piecemeal,  so  that  the 
most  useful  and  so  far  most  inadequately  treated 
subjects  be  undertaken  first.  For  instance,  to 
attempt  a  complete  bibliography  of  medicine,  of 
American  ethnology  or  geology,  would  be  futile ; 
on  the  other  hand,  bibliographies  of  photog- 
raphy, of  education,  of  fine  art,  of  engineering, 
of  bibliography,  would  be  invaluable.  All  the 
work  of  the  Institute  should  be  conceived  as 
parts  of  its  American  bibliography  and  as  far 
as  non- American  publications  are  recorded,  as 
parts  of  the  universal  bibliography  which  for 
centuries  has  been  the  dream  of  bibliographers 
and  librarians.  If  I  claim  that  this  universal 
catalog  is  possible  I  base  this  assertion  on  the 
mechanical  principle  of  electrotype  plates  for 
single  entries.    By  using  such  plates,  as  much 
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of  the  work  as  is  completed  will  always  be  ready 
for  use,  and  nothing  will  ever  be  out  of  print. 

The  bibliographical  problem  is  international. 
An  attempt  to  solve  it  from  the  standpoint  of 
a  single  country,  without  proper  attention  to 
its  international  aspects,  will  invite  failure. 
If  a  bibliographical  institute  be  founded  in  this 
country  it  must  seek  co-operation  with  similar 
institutions  in  other  countries.  Such  institu- 
tions are  the  International  Council  for  the 
**  Catalogue  of  scientific  literature  *^  in  London, 
the  Institut  International  de  Bibliographie  in 
Brussels,  the  Concilium  Bibliographicum  in 
Zurich.  In  this  country  various  independent 
undertakings  might  be  co-ordinated  with  each 
other  and  with  the  work  of  the  Institute ;  for  in- 
stance, the  bibliographical  work  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  and  the  various  government  bureaus 
at  Washington,  the  co-operative  cataloging  of 
articles  in  serials  carried  out  under  the  auspices 
of  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board,  the  several 
bibliographies  of  individual  states  in  the 
Union  published  by  the  American  Historical 
Association. 

The  functions  of  an  institute  for  bibliograph- 
ical research  would  by  no  means  be  exhausted 
with  the  preparation  and  publication  of  bibli- 
ographies according  to  a  preconceived  plan. 
Arrangements  should  be  made  by  which  stu- 
dents engaged  in  research  might  have  special 
bibliographies  prepared  for  them.  It  is  highly 
important  that  literary  investigators  be  re- 
lieved from  the  preliminary  work  of  compiling 
bibliographies  of  the  subject  they  intend  to 
investigate,  thus  saving  valuable  time  that 
would  be  more  profitably  spent  in  productive 
labor.  There  should  also  be  provision  for 
temporary  employment  of  students  and  bibli- 
ographers, desirous  of  carrying  out  some  spe- 
cial bibliographical  work  under  the  auspices 
of  the  institute.  These  would  be  paid  on  the 
basis  of  the  salaries  of  the  permanent  officers 
of  the  institute  and  the  result  of  their  work 
published  by  it  in  its  regular  style,  on  cards 
and  in  books,  printed  from  electro t>'pes.  And 
societies  such  as  the  proposed  American  bibli- 
ographical society  might  make  arrangements 
to  have  the  institute  issue  their  bibliograph- 
ical monographs. 

These  are  the  three  functions  of  modern 
bibliography:    recording,    classification,    and 


evaluation.  And  the  organization  of  the  insti- 
tute should  be  planned  so  as  to  include  all 
three.  For  each  publication  recorded  there 
should  be  supplied 

(i.)  A  bibliographically  accurate  copy  of 
the  title,  with  collation  and  other  descriptive 
notes,  such  as  contents. 

(2.)  The  indication  of  its  place  in  some 
recognized  system  of  scientific  classification. 

(3.)  A  note  of  evaluation  telling  the  bias 
of  the  author,  whether  the  work  be  based  00 
original  research  or  is  a  compilation  from 
secondary  sources,  and  whether  it  is  a  popular 
account  or  intended  for  students  only. 

The  stafif  of  the  institute  would  ultimatelj 
consist  of  a  director,  a  chief  clerk  or  business 
manager,  a  number  of  special  bibliographeis, 
scientific  men,  each  a  si>ecialist  in  some  field 
of  research,  and  also  trained  in  bibliogiaphical 
method,  with  catalogers,  indexers,  and  other 
clerical  assistants. 

The  cost  of  an  institution  of  this  kind  miBt 
be  considerable.  The  only  way  to  establish  it 
must  be  by  a  large  endowment  and  by  its 
utilizing  existing  institutions  in  all  ways  possi- 
ble .  The  Co-operation  Committee  estimated  in 
its  report  to  the  Montreal  conference  the  cost 
of  preparing  and  printing  cards  at  85c.  per  title 
including  electrotypes ;  if  the  work  of  the  pro- 
posed bibliographical  institute  be  estimated  on 
the  same  basis,  we  might  calculate  the  cost  from 
$1  to  $[.50  per  title.  While  the  ultimate  en- 
dowment must  be  considerable,  the  work  should 
begin  in  a  moderate  way.  There  must  be  a 
great  deal  of  experimenting,  a  great  deal  of 
feeling  one^s  way,  before  the  sure  path  be  fooid 
and  an  adequate  basis  made  for  the  work.  Some 
revenue  might  be  expected  from  the  sale  of 
cards  and  book  publications.  The  institote 
would,  however,  not  be  a  commercial  under- 
taking, and  the  prices  of  its  publicatioos 
should  cover  only  the  cost  of  stock,  printing, 
and  distribution. 

Perhaps  the  first  step  towards  founding  the 
institute  would  be  to  offer  post-graduate  in- 
struction in  bibliography  to  scientists  who 
desire  to  make  it  their  life  work,  whether  tbejr 
be  candidates  for  positions  with  the  institute 
or  wish  to  prepare  themselves  for  bibliographi- 
cal work  in  general  or  for  leading  positions  io 
libraries. 
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THE  WORK  OF  THE  DIVISION  OF  BIBLIOGRAPHY,  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 

By  W.  Dawson  Johnston,  Library  of  Congress, 


C  OME  ONE  has  said  that  the  American  stu- 
dent  spends  in  copying  title-pages  the  time 
that  other  people  give  to  reading  books.  Per- 
haps this  is  true;  other  people  may  not  give 
much  time  to  reading,  or,  the  American  student 
may  get  more  from  title-pages  than  other  stu- 
dents get  from  books.  But  if  it  is  true  that  we 
have  devoted  so  much  attention  to  bibliog- 
raphy, why  have  we  so  much  still  to  do,  and 
why  has  so  much  of  our  work  been  of  merely 
local  and  temporary  value?  The  reason,  I  be- 
lieve, may  be  this :  we  have  been  inclined  to 
regard  bibliography  as  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  regard  the  older  sciences  with  which 
we  have  been  familiar ;  we  have  looked  upon 
it  as  we  have  looked  upon  them,  as  the  natural 
product  of  the  intellect  of  the  individual  and 
the  proper  province  of  speculative  thought. 
Little  by  little  we  are  learning,  however,  that 
bibliography  is  a  descriptive  science,  that  its 
value  as  a  science  is  in  proportion  to  its  com- 
pleteness and  exactness,  and  that  its  complete- 
ness and  exactness  are  dependent  upon  the 
systematic  co-operation  of  professional  bibli- 
ographers. In  other  words,  we  are  recogniz- 
ing that  it  is  no  longer  sufficient  to  leave  our 
study  about  books  to  chance,  to  arrive  at  our 
knowledge  of  books  by  guess-work,  to  entrust 
our  information  concerning  books  to  the  mem- 
ory. We  are  no  longer  content  to  print  our 
books  and  turn  them  out  into  the  world  trusting 
that  they  will  come  back  when  needed ;  we  are  no 
longer  content  to  take  the  first  book  or  any  book 
on  a  subject  from  the  shelves ;  we  are  no  longer 
content  to  trust  our  own  opinion  or  that  of 
our  neighbor  regarding  what  we  should  read. 
Books  that  are  interesting  we  have  learned  may 
be  misinforming,  and  books  that  have  at  one 
time  informed  us  may  now  be  misleading.  We 
must  be  instructed  about  books  by  the  bibliog- 
rapher, just  as  we  are  instructed  concerning 
other  things  by  specialists,  we  have  concluded. 
It  is  these  things  that  have  led  us  to  see  the 
importance  of  the  organization  of  bibliograph- 
ical agencies  and  the  consequent  s>'stematiza- 


tion  of  bibliographical  knowledge  —  for  in  all 
the  descriptive  sciences  the  one  is  the  neces- 
sary condition  of  the  other.  Economic,  geo- 
logical, and  archaeological  surveys  are  already 
recognized  as  the  function  of  the  state,  and 
the  individual  who  should  undertake  a  census 
of  the  United  States  would  simply  amuse. 
And  now  we  are  beginning  to  see  that  the  bib- 
liographical survey  of  the  country  is  also  the 
function  of  the  state. 

In  the  middle  of  the  last  century  librarians 
planned  to  make  the  Smithsonian  the  biblio- 
graphical center  of  the  country.  That  institu- 
tion, with  the  co-operation  of  Henry  Stevens, 
undertook  the  compilation  of  a  Bibliographia 
Americana,  and  at  the  same  time  inaugurated 
the  co-operative  cataloguing  of  American  libra- 
ries by  the  preparation  and  printing,  according 
to  the  Jewett  plan,  of  a  catalogue  of  the  col- 
lection of  ancient  history  in  the  Library  of 
Congress.  In  1854,  however,  the  Regents 
withdrew  their  support  from  the  library  and  all 
the  librarian's  bibliographical  undertakings  fell 
to  the  ground. 

After  the  failure  of  these  plans  at  the 
Smithsonian,  a  *'  Student  of  American  biblio- 
graphy "  suggested  in  the  Historical  Magazine 
(vol.  2,  p.  335,  November,  1859)  ^^  forma- 
tion of  an  American  Bibliographical  Associa- 
tion, the  object  of  which  should  be  the 
preparation  of  a  complete  national  bibliog- 
raphy. With  a  board  of  government,  library, 
and  bibliographical  collections  at  some  central 
point,  he  said,  and  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  members  of  the  Association,  and  the  publi- 
cation of  quarterly  or  semi-annual  bulletins, 
much,  very  much,  might  be  done  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  the  desired  result.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  1876  that  such  an  associa- 
tion, the  American  Library  Association,  was 
formed.  And  it  was  not  until  1886  that  the 
Association  recognized  the  importance  of  its 
bibliographical  functions  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Publishing  Section,  and  not  until  1897 
that  the  Association  fully  recognized  the  pos- 
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sibilities  of  its  relations  with  the  national 
library,  and  sought  re-incorporation  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  with  headquarters 
at  Washington.  During  the  early  history  of 
the  Association  all  the  bibliographical  work  of 
the  Association  was  published  in  its  official 
organ,  the  Library  Journal.  With  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Publishing  Section,  however, 
more  elaborate  bibliographical  undertakings 
were  planned  for  the  Association.  Among 
these  the  report  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Section  mentioned,  (i)  the  printing  of  cata- 
logue cards  of  leading  new  publications,  (2) 
the  essay  index,  (3)  the  indexing  of  scientific 
serials,  transactions,  and  monographs,  and  (4) 
an  index  to  bibliographical  lists;  and  con- 
cluded with  the  following  remark  —  **  One  of 
the  most  important  functions  of  the  Publishing 
Section  will  be  the  establishing  of  an  under- 
standing between  the  many  librarians  who  are 
engaged  on  one  or  another  bibliographical 
undertaking,  often  covering  the  same  ground, 
or  at  least  overlapping,  where  a  mutual  under- 
standing would  lead  to  an  equitable  division  of 
the  field.  And  it  is  believed  that  more  of  this 
special  work  would  be  intelligently  done  in 
one  and  another  library  if  there  were  some 
central  agency  through  which  a  proper  division 
of  labor  could  be  arranged." 

These  plans  were  for  the  most  part 
realized  during  the  decade  following  the 
establishment  of  the  Section:  catalogue 
cards  for  current  books,  the  **  A.  L.  A. 
index  to  general  literature,"  and  cards  for 
current  periodicals  were  published,  and  an- 
notated lists  issued  of  books  on  fine  art, 
American  and  British  history.  The  carrying 
on  of  these  undertakings  by  this  Association 
was  an  important  step  in  the  history  of  Ameri- 
can libraries.  They  were,  however,  so  far  de- 
pendent upon  the  beneficence  of  individuals 
that  their  continuation  appeared  problematical. 
At  this  juncture  the  possibilities  of  the  national 
library,  then  recently  reorganized,  began  to 
be  felt.  After  the  accession  of  the  present 
librarian  they  were  recognized  by  the  state 
also,  and  during  the  past  year  the  first  and 
most  practical  of  the  bibliographical  functions 
of  the  Association,  the  cataloging  of  current 
literature,  has  been  delegated  to  the  Library  of 
Congress.     Doubtless  it  will  soon  delegate  to 


the  library  other  bibliographical  fanctioiis  also, 
and  require  other  bibliographical   duties.    So 
that  while    the  Association   will    remain  the 
legislative    body  of  American   librarians,  its 
administrative  duties  will  be  more  and  more 
discharged,  under  its  direction,  at  the  national 
library,  and  the  dream  of  Professor  Jewett  and 
of   that  anonymous    **  Student  of   Americaa 
bibliography  "  at  last  be  realized :    an  associ- 
ation of  American  bibliographers,   and  that 
association  the  trustee  of  the  greatest  biblio- 
graphical institution  the  world   has  known,  a 
body  which  never  dies,  a   treasury  which   is 
never  empty. 

It  is  not  for  me  at  this  time  to  speak  of  the 
extent,  the  character,  and  the  significance  of 
all  the  bibliographical  work  of  the  national 
library;  the  great  bibliographical  collections 
may  be  described  at  another  time,  the  value  of 
service  in  the  library  as  an  education  in  scientific 
bibliography  is  patent  to  all,  and  the  inestiou- 
ble  value  of  the  work  of  the  large  corps  of  spe- 
cialists attached  to  the  library  staff  can  best  be 
demonstrated  by  themselves. 

Neither  is  this  the  place  to  describe  and  com- 
ment upon  the  bibliographical  work  of  the 
country  at  large — to  speak,  for  example,  of 
the  value  of  such  local  bibliographical  work 
as  is  being  done  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, the  Virginia  Historical  Society,  the  Ohio 
State  Library,  the  New  York  Public  Library, 
the  Kansas  City  Public  Library,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, and  Cornell  University.  This  may  be 
described  elsewhere.  I  may  be  allowed,  how- 
ever, to  say  something  about  the  character  of 
the  Division  of  Bibliography  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  because  that  is  the  only  bibliograph- 
ical institution  in  the  country,  and  a  distinct- 
ive feature  of  the  organization  of  the  national 
library. 

The  policy  of  the  librarian  regarding  this 
branch  of  the  service  of  the  library  is  defined 
in  his  published  statements  to  be,  the  porsoit 
of  investigations  involving  research  too  elabo- 
rate for  the  attendants  in  the  reading-room,  or 
in  form  inconvenient  for  them  to  handle  expe- 
ditiously, the  compilation  of  lists  of  references 
on  topics  of  current  interest,  particularly  upon 
topics  which  are  the  subject  of  investigation* 
discussion,  or  possible  legislation  by  Congress, 
the    recommendation  for    acquisition  by  the 
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library  of  such  useful  books  as  in  the  course  of 
the  foregoing  duties  and  from  specific  exam- 
ination of  bibliographies  and  reviews,  the  Divi- 
sion discovers  to  be  lacking,  and,  in  the  last 
place,  the  cooperation  with  other  libraries  in 
all  useful  bibliographic  undertakings. 

In  the  pursuit  of  this  policy  the  Division, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Griffin,  has  since 
its  establishment  answered  2,125  communica- 
tions asking  for  bibliographical  information. 
In  the  investigation  of  the  questions  thus  pre- 
sented, and  particularly  in  the  course  of  the 
investigations  which  have  led  to  the  published 
lists  of  references  upon  the  questions  of  the 
day,  the  deficiencies  in  the  library^s  collections 
have  been  discovered  and  recommendations 
which  would  lead  to  the  supply  of  these  defi- 
ciencies made  by  the  Division.  These  recom- 
xnendations  have  numbered  11,197  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Division.  These  are  the 
most  important  functions  of  the  Division  — 
the  answer  of  bibliographical  questions  pre- 
sented to  the  library,  and  the  systematic 
building  up  of  a  collection  of  books  at  the 
capital  which  will  make  possible  the  answer 
to  all  such  questions. 

In  answering  some  of  the  questions  which 
have  been  referred  to  this  Division  it  has  been 
necessary  to  compile  extended  lists  of  ref- 
erences. Of  these  the  most  complete  have 
been  printed ;  the  selected  lists  are  either  in 
typewritten  form  or  on  cards. 

Of  the  first  class  are  the  following : 
Lists  on  Colonies    and  Trusts,   each  of 

which  has  gone  through  two  editions. 
Lists  on  Reciprocity,  Mercantile  marine 
subsidies,    the     Danish    West    Indies, 
Porto  Rico,  and  Samoa  and  Guam,  and 
a  list  on  Irrigation,  which  is  in  press. 
The  following  lists  remain  in  typewritten 
form : 

Lists  on  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  the  Trans- 
Siberian  railway.  Immigration,  Cabinets 
of  England  and  America,  Jury  system, 
American  invasion  of  British  commerce, 
Anglo-Saxon  alliance.  Postal  service  of 
the  United  States,  Educational  qualifi- 
cations for  suffrage,  Study  and  teaching 
of  history,  State  banks  and  banking. 
Universal  postal  union  and  parcel  post. 
Popular  election  of  senators,  Chinese  in 


America,  Municipal  affairs,  the  Navy, 
Industrial  arbitration,  Iron  industry  in 
Sweden  and  Russia,  Liquor  question, 
Gothenburg  system.  Municipal  owner- 
ship of  street  railways,  Mormonism, 
Party  system.  Presidential  inaugura- 
tions, Cuban  campaign  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  Postal  savings  banks. 
Highway  improvements.  Annexation  of 
Cuba,  Compulsory  education.  Compul- 
sory voting.  Convict  labor.  Expansion. 
These  are  selected  lists  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  library,  but  if  needed  for  use  elsewhere 
may  be  expanded  and  published. 

In  addition  to  these  published  and  type- 
written lists  are  lists  still  on  cards.  Among 
these  are : 

Lists  on  Alaska,  American  State  Archives, 
Anarchy,  British  Columbia,  The  Budget, 
the  Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty,  Commerce, 
Comparative  legislation.  Constitutional 
law.  Eight-hour  day.  Genealogy,  Eng- 
lish local  history.  Far  west,  Indian 
names,  International  arbitration.  Inter- 
national law.  Land  tenures.  Library 
training.  National  university,  the  Negro, 
Nineteenth  century.  The  Philippines, 
Proportional  representation.  Railroad 
finance,  Siberia,  Spain,  Sugar,  Trans- 
portation, and  Triumphal  arches. 
These  lists  are  accessible  within  the  Division, 
and  when  required  will  be  either  typewritten  or 
printed  and  published. 

An  advance  upon  the  mere  list  of  references 
has  been  made  in  treating  the  subjects  of  ap- 
portionment and  the  treaty-making  power. 
The  Division  has  prepared  an  analytical  and 
digested  list  of  documents  and  discussions  upon 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  from  the 
first  apportionment  in  1879  ^^  ^^  present 
time. 

There  has  also  been  prepared  a  bibliograph- 
ical account  of  the  treaty-making  power  of  the 
United  States,  giving  the  authorities  on  inter- 
national law  and  constitutional  law  which  set 
forth  the  various  views  of  the  powers  of  the 
state  in  its  foreign  relations  and  which  afford  a 
comparison  between  the  methods  of  making 
treaties  in  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
The    references    included  likewise    trace  the 
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histor>'  of  the  growth  of  the  treaty-making 
power  under  the  Confederation  and  Constitu- 
tion and  point  out  the  sources  dealing  with  the 
discussions  that  have  arisen  over  the  constitu- 
tionality of  special  treaties.  A  chronological 
conspectus  of  the  latter  is  given  in  addition  to 
an  enumeration  of  general  discussions  of  the 
subject. 

The  Division  also  has  in  preparation  a  bib- 
liographical account  of  the  origins  and  devel- 
opment of  the  Senate. 

These  papers  are  in  the  nature  of  biblio- 
graphical histories. 

The  Division  has  also  cooperated  with 
libraries  and  bibliographers  in  useful  biblio- 
graphical enterprises.  Among  these  may  be 
mentioned  the  preparation  of  the  *'  Union  list  of 
periodicals  currently  received  in  the  libraries 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  published  last 
year,  the  preparation  of  lists  of  American  edi- 
tions of  Milton,  works  on  the  metric  system, 
works  on  local  history,  etc. 

In  this  way  the  Division  is  of  service  to  the 
student  and  the  reference  librarian. 

But  the  Division  seeks  to  be  of  special  ser- 
vice to  the  bibliographer.  It  has  access  to  the 
largest  collection  of  bibliographical  material  on 
the  continent,  and  therefore  has  in  preparation 
a  list  of  special  bibliographies ;  it  has  also  full 
information  regarding  such  bibliographical 
work  as  is  in  progress.  Some  of  this  was  pub- 
lished in  an  article  on  **  Present  bibliographi- 
cal undertakings  in  the  United  States,"  in  the 
Udrary  yourna/t  Sepitmbtr,  190 1.  This  in- 
formation regarding  bibliography  both  retro- 
spective and  current  should  prove  of  special 
value  to  the  bibliographer. 

The  significance  of  this  branch  of  the  work 
of  the  national  library  may  be  pointed  out  in 
a  few  words.  First,  it  should  make  unneces- 
sary much  of  the  work  now  expended  on  refer- 
ence lists  by  smaller  libraries ;  second,  together 
with  the  work  of  the  other  branches  of  the 
library,  it  should  make  possible  the  ultimate 
correlation  and  completion  of  the  bibliograph- 
ical work  of  the  country.  Of  some  1,225  lists 
recorded  in  Miss  Newman's  **  Index  to  sub- 
ject bibliographies  in  library  bulletins,"  about 
one-half  are  duplicates.  Of  these  lists,  1 1  re- 
lated to  municipal  government,  12  to  education, 
13  to  music,  13  to  botany,  13   to  electricity. 


and  14  to  Christmas,  and  of  the  45  libraries 
referred  to,  in  1895,  7  prepMured  lists  on  the 
Armenian  question ;  in  1896,  6  prepared  lists 
on  South  Africa  and  the  Boer  question.  10 
lists  on  Cuba,  and  34  lists  on  the  currency 
question;  in  1897,  9  prepared  lists  on  the 
Cretan  rebellion,  and  14  lists  on  the  Alaskan 
gold  fields.  And  this  enormous  waste  of  labor 
still  goes  on,  as  the  quarterly  index  to  refer- 
ence lists  published  by  libraries,  compiled  by 
the    Providence  Public  Library,  shows.     In 

1899,  for  example,  10  more  lists  on  South 
Africa  and  the  Boer  question  were  compiled  in 
addition  to  the  6  compiled  in   1896,  and  in 

1900,  17  lists  were  published  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  China  and  the  Far  Eastern  question. 
Much  of  this  waste  of  labor,  time,  and  money 
on  the  part  of  local  libraries  may,  perhaps,  be 
saved  by  the  use  of  the  publications  of  thb 
bibliographical  bureau  and  by  the  preparation 
and  publication  by  this  bureau  of  comprehensive 
lists  of  references  upon  all  questions  which  are 
at  once  of  popular  interest  and  practical  value. 
Such  lists  would  serve  the  double  purpose,  when 
checked  up,  of  indicating  both  the  resources 
and  the  wants  of  the  library  in  which  they  were 
used,  and  so  prove,  potentially,  many  times  as 
valuable  as  the  lists  now  printed  by  the  local 
library.*  At  the  same  time  this  would  give  the 
local  library  the  freedom  in  which  to  cany  on 
the  bibliographical  work  which  the  national 
library  cannot  do  and  which  the  local  library, 
or  the  library  possessing  collections  of  unique 
value,  can  do. 

I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  influence  of  local 
bibliographical  work  upon  local  library  inter- 
ests, and  upon  the  possibilities  of  cooperation 
between  the  local  librarian  and  the  local  printer, 
journalist,  and  man-of-letters  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  local  literature.  I  must,  however, 
emphasize  the  fact  that  the  local  collection  and 
record  of  local  literature  is  essential  to  a  com- 
plete collection  and  record  of  the  national 
literature,  and  that  while  the  results  of  the 
work  done  by  local  libraries  may  be  brought 

*  I  do  not  mean  by  this  that  these  lists  are  bibli<^r»- 
phies,  but  that  those  which  are  of  value  reptesent  iSb- 
liographical  work  and  an  expenditure  of  time  which  woai^ 
better  be  employed  in  the  study  of  such  bibliographidl 
lists  as  mayor  should  be  published  by  such  a  biblK^r*' 
phical  bureau  as  I  have  referred  to.  — W.  D.  J. 
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together  at  the  national  library,  —  while  there 
may  be  a  bibliographical  clearing- bo  use  at 
Washington,  —  the  initial  bibliographical  work 
of  the  country,  work  similar  to  that  done  b;  the 
New  York  Public  Library,  for  example,  must 
be  done  by  the  local  libraries. 

Nor  need  I  more  than  refer  to  the  fact  that 
bibliographical  catalogues  of  special  collections, 
like  the  Avery  collection  at  Columbia  Univer- 
sity, or  the  Dante  collection  at  Cornell,  are 
essential  not  only  to  their  extended  usefulness 
to  the  student,  but  also  to  the  organic  develop- 
ment of  such  collections,  for  by  such  a  cata- 
logue only  can  a  collection,  what  it  has,  and 
what  it  kcks,  be  made  known  to  those  collec- 
tors who  can,  perhaps,  best  supply  its  wants. 
The  bibliographical  work  of  the  local  collector 
and  of  the  special  scientific  collector  are  thus 
both  essential. 

The  addition  and  multiplication  of  the  re- 
sults of  their  work  may  be  the  work  of  the 
national  library ;  this  work  it  has  sought  to 
accomplish  in  the  past  and  will,  under  the 


librarian's  direction,  seek  to  accomplish  in  the 
future,  in  these  three  ways,  —  and  under  these 
three  heads  the  bibliographical  work  of  the 
library  may  be  summarized ;  — 

(i)    By  keeping  a  record  of  all  bibliograph- 
ical work,  past  and  present; 

(2)  By  preparing  lists  of  references  upon  all 

popular  questions ;  and, 

(3)  Through  the  Catalogue  Division,  by 

preparing  and  publishing  a  biblio- 
graphical record  of  every  book  which 
should  find  a  place  on  the  shelves  of 
the  national  library,  that  is,  on  the 
shelves  of  the  libraries  of  the  United 
Sutes. 
These  things  are  indicative  of  the  biblio- 
graphical work  which  the  National  Library  has 
already  undertaken;  what  further  work  it  will 
undertake  depends  upon  the  needs  and  wishes 
of  the  students  of  the  United  States,  and  their 
representatives  in    Congress  assembled,  and 
especially  upon  the  wishes  and  advice  of  the 
members  of  this  Association. 


THE  CARD  DISTRIBUTION  WORK  OF    THE    LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 
Bv  C.  H.  Hastings,  Lihrary  of  Congress. 


THE  work  of  distributing  printed  catalogue' 

cards  to  libraries  was  commenced  by  the 
library  of  Congress  about  Nov.  i,  1901.  Up 
to  June  14,  1903,  170  libraries  had  subscribed 
for  cards.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  on 
the  list  of  subscribers  seven  individuals,  mostly 
university  professots,  who  subscribe  for  cards 
in  their  special  lines. 

The  libraries  using  the  cards  may  be  classi- 
fied as  follows : 

Public  libraries  of  100.000  vtjlumes  or  more, 
16;  public  libraries  of  from  35,000  to  100,000 
volumes,  44;  public  libraries  of  from  10,000  to 
25,000  volumes,  30;  public  librariesof  less  than 
10,000  volumes.  28;  university  libraries,  12; 
college  libraries.  14;  high  school  and  normal 
school  libraries,  4;  libraries  of  departments 
and  bureaus  of  the  United  States  government, 
4 ;  state  libraries,  7 ;  theological  libraries,  2 ; 
law  libraries,   3;    technological  libraries,  3; 


libraries  of   historical 

institute  library,  one  bibliographical  society. 

Up  to  June  ifith  20  depository  libraries 
had  been  selected,  namely ;  Atlanta  Carnegie, 
Brooklyn  Public,  Cleveland  Public,  Denver 
Public.  Fiske  Free  and  Public  {New  Orieans), 
Illinois  State,  John  Crerar  (Chicago),  Johns 
Hopkins  University  (Baltimore),  McGill  Uni- 
versity (Montreal),  Mechanics'  Institute  (San 
Francisco),  Massachusetts  State.  New  Yoric 
Public,  New  York  Sute,  Philadelphia  Free.  St. 
LiOuis  Public,  University  of  Minnesota,  Univer- 
sity of  Nebraska,  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
University  of  Texas,  Wisconsin  State   His- 

Statistics  in  detail  of  each  order  filled  during 
the  month  of  May  show  that  during  that 
month  about  one-half  of  the  cards  sold  were  to 
fill  orders  by  serial  number.  It  goes  without 
saying  that,  except  for  an  occasional  card  out 
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of  print,  cards  can  always  be  furnished  when 
ordered  by  serial  number.  The  test  comes  in 
filling  orders  submitted  by  author  and  title. 
During  May  cards  were  supplied  for  approxi- 
mately three-fourths  of  the  titles  submitted  in 
this  form.  The  proportion,  then,  of  sets  of 
cards  supplied  to  titles  ordered,  reckoning  both 
serial  number  and  author  and  title  orders,  was 
approximately  seven-eighths. 

The  experience  of  the  libraries  using  the 
cards  has  been  so  well  summed  up  in  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Library  Admin- 
istration, and  in  the  paper  on  the  subject  in 
the  June  number  of  the  Library  Journal^  that 
further  statistics  in  regard  to  the  matter  seem 
unnecessary.  Accordingly  I  shall  devote  the 
rest  of  the  paper  mainly  to  a  discussion  of 
some  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  card  distri- 
bution work,  with  a  statement  of  what  is  being 
done  by  the  Library  of  Congress  to  overcome 
the  difficulties,  and  wherein  the  libraries  sub- 
scribing for  cards  may  assist  in  their  solution. 

I .  Delay  in  receiving  the  copyrighted  books, 
—  The  framers  of  the  present  copyright  law 
evidently  had  no  prevision  as  to  card  distribu- 
tion work.  The  law  simply  requires,  as  to 
deposit  of  copies,  that  **on  or  before  the  day 
of  publication  in  this  or  any  foreign  country 
two  copies  be  delivered  at  the  office  of  the 
Librarian  of  Congress  or  deposited  in  the  mails 
within  the  United  States  addressed  to  the  Li- 
brarian of  Congress."  As  the  law  now  stands, 
it  is  entirely  possible  for  a  New  York  publisher 
to  conform  to  it  and  yet  place  copies  of  a  pub- 
lication in  the  hands  of  individuals  and  libra- 
ries one  day  before  the  deposit  copies  reach 
the  Copyright  Office  at  Washington.  There 
are  excellent  reasons  for  supposing  that  pub- 
lishers sometimes  give  themselves  at  least  three 
days  of  grace,  after  the  publication  of  a  book, 
before  sending  in  the  copies  to  the  Copyright 
Office.  In  addition  to  this  there  are  usually  a 
few  books  each  month,  probably  less  than  one 
per  cent,  of  the  whole,  which  through  careless- 
ness on  the  part  of  publishers  or  authors  come 
to  hand  weeks  after  publication,  or  do  not 
come  at  all,  unless  a  letter  of  inquiry  is  sent 
out  by  the  Copyright  Office. 

Another  provision  of  the  law  that  causes 
trouble  is  one  requiring  that  there  shall  be  de- 


posited a  copy  of  every  subsequent  edition  of 
a  book  **  wherein  any  substantial  changes  shall 
be  made."  The  question  as  to  how  much  con- 
stitutes a  substantial  change  and  who  is  to  be 
the  judge  as  to  the  same  not  being  settled  by 
the  law,  room  is  left  for  a  variety  of  interpre- 
tation with  the  result  that  the  later  edition 
may  or  may  not  come  to  the  Copyright  Office, 
while  reprints  bearing  a  new  date  and  requir- 
ing a  new  card  quite  as  much  as  a  new  edition, 
are  not  sent  in  at  all.  The  non-copyrighting 
of  new  editions  is  especially  noticeable  and  an- 
noying in  the  case  of  law  books. 

In  spite,  however,  of  disturbing  exceptions, 
the  fact  remains  that  the  great  majority  of 
cop3rright  books  come  to  hand  promptiy  after 
publication,  so  that,  after  allowing  for  the  time 
that  it  takes  to  catalogue  the  books  and  get 
the  cards  into  stock,  90  per  cent,  of  the  cards 
for  current  copyrighted  books,  on  the  average, 
are  ready  when  orders  are  received  for  them. 
But  the  question  remains  what  can  be  done 
about  the  other  ten  per  cent.  The  Copyright 
Office  has  changed  its  routine  so  that  books 
are  sent  to  the  catalogue  department  as  soon 
as  they  are  received,  and  it  stands  ready  at  any 
time  to  investigate  a  case  of  failure  to  send  in 
the  deposit  copies.  Clearly  the  Copyright 
OfiSce  is  doing  all  it  can  under  the  present  law 
to  facilitate  the  prompt  production  of  cards  for 
copyrighted  books. 

After  the  books  are  received  in  the  Catalogue 
Division,  two  weeks,  on  the  average,  are  re- 
quired to  produce  printed  cards  from  tbem. 
Several  days  might  be  saved  here  were  it  not 
for  the  necessity  of  holding  titles  to  get  a  form 
of  five  which  can  be  given  a  subject  heading 
in  the  proof.  It  is  possible  that  ways  will  yet 
be  devised  to  materially  reduce  the  time  ^^ 
quired  for  cataloguing. 

As  far  as  the  filling  of  the  orders  by  the  Card 
Distribution  Section  is  concerned,  exceptiog 
in  the  case  of  very  large  orders,  it  seldoD 
happens  that  the  order  remains  unfilled  for 
over  two  days.  This  much  delay  has  bees 
necessary  owing  to  the  fact  that  orders  come 
in  very  irregularly.  After  the  ist  of  JniTt 
when  the  overflow  in  the  catalogue  room  will 
be  placed  in  the  card  distribution  room,  *c 
expect  to  have  a  force   sufficiently  ebstic  to 
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enable  us  to  fill  almost  any  order  within 
twenty-four  hours. 

In  spite  of  what  has  been  done  and  can  be 
done  to  expedite  the  work,  there  is  likely  to 
remain  always  a  percentage  of  copyrighted 
books  for  which  cards  cannot  be  furnished  if  a 
library  orders  them  immediately  after  the  pub- 
lication of  the  book. 

A  wait  of  two  weeks,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Library  Administration 
and  according  to  our,  own  experience,  will  usu- 
ally enable  the  library  to  obtain  most  of  the 
others,  probably  nine  out  of  ten  per  cent.  We 
prefer  to  have  the  waiting  done  at  the  other 
end  of  the  line,  it  saves  checking  and  filing  on 
our  part,  and  it  would  seem  that  it  ought  to  be 
a  saving  to  the  library  ordering  cards.  How- 
ever, if  libraries  do  not  choose  to  wait  a  couple 
of  weeks  for  the  90  per  cent,  in  order  to  get  the 
99  per  cent,  all  at  once,  we  will  continue  to 
hold  titles  for  cards  just  as  we  have  done  in 
the  past.  We  will  also  hold  titles  longer  in 
order  to  secure  the  hundredth  per  cent.,  but 
we  do  not  advise  libraries  to  wait  for  this  last 
per  cent.,  as  it  is  sometimes  a  very  elusive 
quantity. 

2.  The  number  and  variety  of  current  non- 
copyrighted books  ordered  by  American  libraries, 
—  The  number  of  very  important  books  in  this 
class  for  which  cards  are  ordered  by  libraries  is 
of  course  not  large.  The  Library  of  Congress 
might  easily  buy  all  of  them,  and  by  waiting  a 
year  or  two  it  would  probably  become  apparent 
in  one  way  or  another  what  the  most  important 
books  were.  This  seems  to  have  been,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  the  old  way  of  selecting  books 
at  the  Library  of  Congress.  But  when  the  card 
distribution  work  began  the  Library  of  Congress 
was  all  at  once  called  upon  to  be  as  up-to-date 
as  all  the  up-to-date  libraries  on  the  list  of  sub- 
scribers to  the  cards.  It  was  expected  to  have 
cards  not  only  for  the  most  important  books, 
but  for  all  of  the  books  which  chanced  to  strike 
the  fancy  of  librarians.  The  result  can  be  in- 
ferred. 

The  attempt  to  reduce  the  time  necessary  to 
secure  cards  for  books  ordered  to  a  matter  of 
definite  periods  with  definite  checks,  which 
worked  very  well  in  the  case  of  copyrighted 
books,  has  been  more  or  less  unsuccessful  in 


the  case  of  non-copyrighted  books.  The  time 
set  has  often  proved  too  short,  and  not  in- 
frequently a  book  which  we  thoroughly  ex- 
pected would  be  ordered,  has  for  some  reason 
not  been  ordered. 

The  fact  is  recognized  by  those  having  to  do 
with  the  ordering  of  books  at  the  Library  of 
Congress  that  it,  being  primarily  a  reference 
library,  can  never  hope  to  buy  and  never  ought 
to  buy  many  books  which  may  properly  be 
bought  by  public  libraries.  At  the  same  time 
there  is  a  disposition  to  buy  such  books  as  we 
care  to  have  promptly  on  their  appearance  and 
to  send  the  books  on  to  the  catalogue  depart- 
ment as  quickly  as  possible.  Books  of  thb 
class  for  which  there  seems  likely  to  be  a  large 
current  demand  for  cards  are  now  bought  in 
New  York,  have  a  "  hasten  "  slip  inserted  in 
them,  and  are  sent  to  the  Catalogue  Division 
within  two  days  after  being  received.  In  the 
Catalogue  Division  they  are  pushed  through 
along  with  the  copyright  books,  and  cards  are 
ready  for  them  within  two  weeks. 

To  facilitate  the  prompt  selection  of  such 
books  the  work  of  selecting  them  has  recently 
been  organized  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the 
heads  of  Divisions,  and  others  interested,  a 
certain  portion  of  the  field  and  a  certain  num- 
ber of  critical  journals  for  which  each  is  held 
responsible. 

The  percentage  of  cards  for  non-copyrighted 
books  which  we  have  been  able  to  furnish  thus 
far  is  admitted  to  be  small.  Fifteen  per  cent, 
of  those  ordered  would  probably  be  an  outside 
estimate.  Unless  there  should  be  a  marked 
gain  in  the  number  of  volumes  received  and  in 
the  promptness  with  which  they  are  received, 
the  conclusion  of  the  Committee  on  Library  Ad- 
ministration, that  the  percentage  of  cards  sup- 
plied for  orders  relating  to  this  class  of  books 
is  so  small  that  it  does  not  pay  to  order  them 
except  by  serial  number,  is  manifestly  true  of 
libraries  which  cannot  wait ;  but  the  reward  for 
waiting  here  is  much  greater  than  in  the  case 
of  copyrighted  books.  One  large  library,  the 
best  waiter  on  our  list,  reports  that  it  gets  cards 
for  sixty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  titles  which  it 
submits  for  foreign  books ;  another  large  library 
which  submits  its  orders  in  the  same  way,  but 
is  a  poor  waiter,  gets  apparently  only  five  per 
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cent,  of  the  cards  ordered.  In  view  of  the 
present  effort  being  made  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  to  get  a  respectable  number  of  this 
class  of  books  on  its  shelves  promptly  we  trust 
that  some  of  the  libraries,  even  though  much 
disappointed  in  regard  to  the  percentage  of 
cards  furnished  in  this  class,  will  continue  to 
experiment  in  ordering  them  a  while  longer. 

3.  Ordering  cards  for  books  announced^  but 
not  yet  published,  —  This  practice  is  a  source 
of  expense  to  us,  and  the  advantage  to  the 
library  ordering  cards  for  such  books  must 
be  a  doubtful  one.  Orders  for  cards  for 
Larned's  **  Guide  to  the  literature  of  American 
history  "  have  been  coming  in  ever  since  the 
card  distribution  work  began  in  November. 
Marconi's  ** Wireless  telegraphy"  is  another 
old  offender.  Orders  are  constantly  being 
received  for  books  in  series,  some  of  which 
we  believe  are  still  in  a  nebulous  state  in 
the  mind  of  the  author.  After  the  publica- 
tion of  the  spring  announcement  number  of  the 
Publishers'*  Weekly  the  proportion  of  titles  of 
books  announced  in  the  orders  received  was 
something  alarming,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no 
charge  could  be  made  for  looking  them  up. 
This  has  been  remedied  in  the  new  price  list, 
but  we  earnestly  hope  that  the  up-to-date  li- 
braries on  our  list  will  remain  satisfied  with 
being  up-to-date  and  cease  to  speculate  in 
futures. 

4.  The  smallness  of  the  orders.  —  The  aver- 
age size  of  the  orders  received  amounts  to  less 
than  one  dollar;  each  order  must  be  put 
through  from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  proc- 
esses according  to  circumstances.  It  is  easily 
possible  to  come  out  the  loser  in  handling  the 
smaller  packages.  A  few  libraries  on  the  list 
have  inclined  to  the  idea  at  times  that  a  small 
daily  order  is  the  thing.  From  our  point  of 
view  a  weekly  order  is  much  more  proper. 

In  connection  with  small  orders  a  word  may 
be  said  in  regard  to  other  small  items  in  the 
book-keeping.  In  order  to  dispense  with  the 
services  of  a  special  book-keeper  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  the  accounts  as  few  and  as  simple  as 
possible.  While  we  cheerfully  give  credit  for 
cards  returned  on  which  we  have  made  a  mis- 
take, we  cannot  give  credit  with  the  same 
cheerfulness,  or  at  all,  on  cards  in  the  case  of 


which  the  mistake  was  made  by  the  library 
ordering  the  cards.  Two  or  three  cards,  once 
they  are  removed  from  the  stock,  are  poor 
property.  We  do  not  wish  tbem  returned 
even  as  a  gift,  much  less  can  we  give  credit 
for  them  and  write  a  polite  note  of  acknowl- 
edgement.   ' 

5.  The  fixed  expenses  of  the  card  distribu- 
tion work.  —  For  the  satisfactory  carrying  on 
of  the  work  four  complete  catalogues  of  the 
printed  cards  are  now  in  use  or  are  being  pre- 
pared. In  addition  to  these  a  catalogue  of 
cop>Tighted  books  in  the  process  of  cataloguing, 
a  catalogue  of  books  ordered  for  which  cards 
are  wanted,  and  a  catalogue  of  oddities  and 
suspects  for  which  we  haven^t  cards  and  are 
trying  to  find  out  why  not,  are  required. 
These  catalogues  must  be  kept  up-to-date  to 
the  hour  or  they  cannot  be  relied  upon  for 
filling  current  orders. 

The  work  of  the  assistant  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution, and  of  the  stenographer,  is  to  a 
large  extent  not  productive  of  direct  returns 
in  the  way  of  cards  sold.  Add  to  these  ex- 
penses about  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the 
storage  of  cards  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
fixed  expenses  are  at  present  large.  If  the 
amount  of  cards  sold  should  increase  to  t«ro 
or  three  times  what  it  is  at  present,  the  fixed 
expenses,  inasmuch  as  they  will  remain  prac- 
tically the  same,  will  not  be  so  formidable, 
but  just  at  present  they  are  an  important  and 
disturbing  factor  in  the  work  from  the  financial 
point  of  view. 

In  the  new  regulation  as  to  the  sale  of  cards 
which  we  have  distributed  to  such  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  cards  as  are  present  at  Magnolia,  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  a  few  points : 

Notice  that  the  regulations  are  in  the  form  of 
proof  sheets  merely  and  are  not  to  be  accepted 
as  final.  The  purpose  of  distributing  them 
here  is  to  enable  subscribers  to  make  sugges- 
tions to  members  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
staff  present  if  they  care  to  do  so,  or  to  submit 
them  in  writing  at  any  time  before  June  27. 

The  chief  changes  made  in  the  method  of 
distribution  appear  most  plainly  in  the  price 
list. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  working  catalogues 
necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business  have 
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not  yet  been  completed,  that  cards  are  still 
stored  for  the  most  part  on  temporary  tables, 
and  that  the  force  required  to  carry  on  the 
work  when  at  a  normal,  can  as  yet  only  be 
estimated  approximately,  it  is  recognized  that 
any  scale  of  prices  fixed  on  at  this  time  must 
still  be  tentative.  A  year  later  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable to  announce  a  relatively  permanent  price 
list,  but  for  the  present  we  have  contented 
ourselves  with  a  readjustment  of  the  old  prices 
so  as  to  make  them  correspond  more  nearly 
to  the  cost  of  cards,  including  the  expense  of 
handling  them  under  different  circumstances. 
The  price  for  orders  submitted  in  the  form  of 
serial  numbers  remains  exactly  the  same,  but 
in  the  price  for  orders  submitted  by  author  and 
title,  one  half  cent  has  been  added  to  the  price 
of  the  first  card  to  cover  the  cost  of  looking  up 
the  serial  number  and  other  items  of  work  in- 
volved in  handling  orders  by  author  and  title. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  extra  charges  in  the 
case  of  lists  which  are  not  made  out  in  the  re- 
quired form. 

The  proper  subscription  price  for  the  proof 
sheets  is  still  under  debate,  and  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  the  price  indicated  on  the  proof 
sheets  will  be  changed  in  the  final  issue  of  the 
regulations.  It  is  obvious  that  the  proof  sheets 
are  issued  to  furnish  a  convenient  means  of 
ordering  cards.  If  used  for  that  purpose, 
notice  that  there  is  a  provision  for  a  rebate  in 
the  price  up  to  the  full  cost  of  the  proof.  If 
not  used  for  that  purpose  they  should  bear  a 
much  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  typesetting 
and  fixed  expenses  of  the  card  distribution 
work  than  is  indicated  by  the  price  given. 

In  the  price  of  cards  subscribed  for  by  classes 
and  subjects  there  has  been  a  very  marked  re- 
duction. Instead  of  paying  two  cents  each  for 
cards  on  his  specialty,  the  specialist  can  now 
get  them  for  less  than  one  cent  if  he  will  take 
the  whole  group. 

The  first  six  classes  of  cards  offered  for 
subscription    are    designed    to    be    used    by 


libraries  in  place  of  proof  sheets  if  they  so 
prefer. 

Class  four,  representing  cards  for  a  selection 
of  the  more  important  books  printed  in  English 
and  the  most  important  books  in  other  lan- 
guages, and  Class  five,  representing  current 
non-copyrighted  books  printed  in  English,  are 
especially  designed  for  the  smaller  libraries. 
It  is  true  that  either  selection  will  cost  more 
than  the  proofs ;  but  cataloging  is  a  compara- 
tively expensive  process  at  best,  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  selection  of  cards  will  be  found 
superior  to  the  proof  sheets  in  so  many  respects 
that  they  will  well  repay  the  extra  cost. 

The  points  of  superiority  may  be  briefly 
summed  up  as  follows : 

I .  No  further  expenditure  of  time  is  required 
for  preparing  them  for  filing  in  a  card  case,  as 
is  required  in  the  case  of  proof  sheets ;  2,  in 
case  a  book  is  received  which  is  catalogued  by 
one  of  the  cards,  one  card  is  ready  at  hand  to 
be  used  in  the  main  author  catalogue  or  in 
some  other  way  as  a  check  on  the  book ;  3, 
the  same  card  furnishes  the  means  of  ordering 
more  cards  by  serial  number  with  the  least  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  money ;  4,  the  collection 
of  cards  not  used  at  once  can  be  regarded  as  a 
bibliography  of  books  which  the  library  may 
wish  to  buy  in  future,  as  well  as  a  selection  of 
titles  which  may  interest  some  of  its  readers ; 
5,  the  non-current  titles  in  the  proof  sheets  are 
for  most  purposes  an  objection,  in  that  each 
must  be  scanned  in  order  to  ascertain  that  it  is 
not  wanted.  In  the  case  of  cards,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  non-current  cards  need  not  be  re- 
ceived at  all. 

The  demand  that  the  proof  sheets  be  con- 
tinued is  so  positive  that  there  is  no  chance  of 
their  being  suspended  for  the  present.  At  the 
same  time,  it  seems  probable  that  enough 
libraries  will  be  interested  in  the  plan  of  sub- 
scription to  cards  in  place  of  proof  sheets  to 
make  it  worth  while  to  sort  the  cards  in  the 
way  required  by  such  subscriptions. 
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HOME  LIBRARIES  AND   READING  CLUBS. 
By  Gertrude  Sackett,  Supervisor  of  Home  Libraries,  Carnegie  Ubreuy,  Pittsburgh^  Pa. 


CTATISTICS  show  that  the  majority  of  a 
large  city^s  population  will  not  come  to  the 
library,  and  a  progressive  librarian  feels  his  re- 
sponsibility greatest  toward  those  whose  igno- 
rance keeps  them  from  understanding  their 
own  need.  A  part  of  the  mission  of  the  mod- 
ern library  is  to  awaken  a  knowledge  of  this 
need  and  then  to  meet  it  adequately.  If  to  do 
this  is  necessary  and  important  in  the  case  of 
adults  it  becomes  doubly  so  with  children,  who 
are  in  the  most  important  habit-forming  period 
of  life. 

In  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  with  its  population 
of  321,000  there  are  about  100,000  children  of 
a  reading  age.  Of  these  not  one-half  are 
drawing  books  from  our  six  children's  rooms, 
and  only  a  small  number  find  it  possible  to 
get  them  from  our  deposit  collections  in  the 
schools.  What  then  of  the  remainder,  to  the 
most  of  whom  the  moral  and  educational  influ- 
ence of  good  books  is  denied,  whose  concep- 
tions of  life  are  allowed  to  form  according  to 
the  precarious  standards  of  their  homes  and 
neighborhoods?  For  the  majority  of  these 
children  are  found  nested  in  our  crowded  tene- 
ment districts  or  in  the  cheapest  outskirts  of 
our  cities.  There  they  live  unnatural  lives  full 
of  unchildlike  scenes  and  lawless  excitement. 

Of  the  children  who  may  be  said  to  form  our 
non-library  attending  public  —  excluding  a 
small  proportion  who  find  food  for  the  imagin- 
ative and  investigative  mind  within  their  own 
homes  —  we  may  make  three  broad  classes : 

1.  Those  who  wish  to  read,  but  to  whom 
books  are  inaccessible. 

2.  Those  who  have  no  interest  in  books  be- 
cause they  do  not  know  them . 

3.  Those  who  are  omnivorous  readers,  but 
of  the  worst,  most  pernicious  type  of  literature. 

In  the  first  class  are  children  who  living  at  a 
distance  cannot  afford  car-fare,  or  those  chil- 
dren whose  early  life  of  drudgery  at  home,  in 
the  mill,  factory,  or  shop,  renders  their  over- 
tired bodies  unable  to  make  any  extra  physical 
exertion.  To  such  the  desire  to  read  —  either 
inherited  or  acquired  —  soon,  through  lack  of 


nourishment,  grows  into  indifference  and  finally 
dies.  The  cravings  of  the  imagination  are 
deadened,  imagination  which  in  its  different 
stages  brings  with  it  the  joy  and  beauty  of  oar 
lives,  and  without  which  life  is  reduced  to  the 
dull  monotony  of  hard  £acts. 

In  the  second  group  are  placed  those  chil- 
dren in  whose  lives  books  have  no  place,  whose 
interest  is  lacking  because  books  are  unknown. 
Such  children  we  have  found  playing  in  the 
very  shadow  of  a  library  building ;  a  library, 
yes,  but  what  that  word  represented,  that  it 
had  any  significance  for  them,  they  knew  not 
nor  cared.  Perhaps  their  curiosity  may  have 
carried  them  beyond  its  portals,  but  the  beauty, 
order,  and  quiet  of  the  building,  so  different 
from  their  own  disordered  lives  and  homes, 
awed  and  embarrassed  them,  bringing  to  them  a 
keen  consciousness  of  their  own  unkempt  con- 
dition. This  can  often  be  successfully  over- 
come by  the  children's  librarian  if  she  is  able 
to  give  them  sufiSdent  attention;  if  not,  it 
may  prove  to  the  children  an  experience  not  to 
be  lightly  encountered  a  second  time.  And  in 
this  case  interest  must  be  aroused  in  some 
simple  personal  way,  usually  in  their  own 
home. 

But  by  far  the  largest,  most  dangerous,  and 
hopeless  class  are  those  who  are  already  insa- 
tiable readers,  but  of  most  pernicious  literature. 
I  do  not  refer  to  that  class  of  reading  which  is 
in  itself  harmless,  but  which  wastes  time,  and 
demanding  no  thought,  stupefies  the  mental 
faculties.  I  refer  to  that  which  is  positively 
harmful,  which  makes  crime  attractive  and 
dresses  immorality  in  enviable  luxury.  It  is  a 
fallacy  to  think  that  the  poorer  classes  are  not 
reading.  They  are,  how  much  we  cannot 
adequately  estimate ;  if  we  could,  I  think  we 
would  be  startled  out  of  our  complacent  inac- 
tivity in  the  matter.  Go,  as  I  have,  week  after 
week  on  Saturday  evening  to  a  stationer's  io 
one  of  the  crowded  portions  of  the  city  and 
watch  the  steady  stream  of  people  who  seek 
the  tiers  of  illy  assorted  novels  and  the  rows 
of  cheap  magazines    and  newspapers.    Note 
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their  selections.  Watch  what  the  messenger 
boys  on  the  street  cars  and  the  shop  girls  at 
noon  hours  read.  Examine  the  books  you  find 
under  the  bed,  on  the  dressers,  trunks,  or 
kitchen  tables  —  rarely  in  the  parlors  —  of  their 
homes,  —  and  then  marvel  that  human  nature 
is  so  innately  good,  that  we  have  as  high  a 
standard  of  morals  and  citizenship  as  we  have. 

Pittsburgh  —  I  speak  of  it  only  as  the  city  I 
know  best  —  has  eight  well-equipped  book 
stores.  In  fearful  opposition  are  the  uncounted 
hundreds  of  little  stores  where  cigars,  bad 
candy,  and  worse  literature  are  alluringly  dis- 
played. There  books  may  be  rented  for  the 
nominal  sum  of  one  to  ten  cents,  or  purchased 
at  a  price  ranging  anywhere  from  five  to  fifty 
cents.  Unfortunately,  the  worse  the  book  the 
lower  the  price.  '^  I  like  Conan  Doyle,^*  said 
a  lad  of  fifteen,  **  but  he  comes  high.  You 
can  get  a  lot  of  this  for  a  nickel,^*  indicating 
a  second-hand  copy  of  Jesse  James.  That  boy 
lives  within  short  walking  distance  of  a  public 
library.  He  is  now  an  enthusiastic  member  of 
a  library  club.  Occasionally  Jesse  James  or 
the  Old  Sleuth  still  peeps  from  his  pocket  while 
he  pores  over  the  books  on  the  club  table. 
Lately  he  asked  for  the  **  Last  days  of  Pompeii," 
and  another  boy,  a  club  member,  complained 
that  he  had  not  time  to  read  **  Rip  Van  Winkle  " 
during  the  week,  as  his  friend  had  borrowed  it. 
A  taste  for  exciting  and  immoral  literature  once 
firmly  established  is  hard  to  counteract,  but 
taken  in  time  is  easily  guided  into  other  chan- 
nels. Not  poverty  of  food  and  clothes j.  but 
poverty  of  higher  ideals  and  better  standards 
of  living  is  the  greatest  need  from  which  these 
children  suffer.  Believing  as  we  do  in  the 
elevating  power  of  books,  how  can  we  best 
bring  them  to  these  children  to  make  their 
lives  broader,  fuller,  and  richer,  thus  leading 
them  to  a  better  citizenship  and  a  higher  civili- 
zation ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  Birtwell,  of  the  Children's  Aid 
Society  of  Boston,  found  a  solution  for  this 
problem  when,  seventeen  years  ago  in  a  tene- 
ment house,  he  gathered  a  group  of  children 
about  him  and  nailed  upon  the  wall  the  first 
home  library.  Since  then  a  complete  system 
of  travelling  home  libraries  has  sprung  up  in 
Boston  under  his  thoughtful  supervision,  and 
the  work  is  spreading  throughout  the  country. 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Fairchild,  of  the  New  York  State 


Library,  was  the  first  to  realize  the  importance 
of  this  work  in  connection  with  libraries,  and 
to  introduce  it  into  the  city  of  Albany. 

In  response  to  ninety-five  letters  sent  to  the 
libraries  and  charitable  organizations  of  the 
principal  cities  of  the  United  States,  we  have 
received  twelve  answers  reporting  the  intro- 
duction of  home  libraries.  These  answers  show 
four  different  methods  of  administration :  The 
administration  of  home  libraries  under  charita- 
ble institutions,  under  libraries,  under  charita- 
ble institutions  and  libraries  in  conjunction,  or 
under  library  schools  and  associations.  Of 
those  supervised  by  charitable  institutions, 
Boston  has  60  home  libraries,  Baltimore  30, 
Chicago  30,  and  Philadelphia  4 ;  of  those  un- 
der public  libraries,  the  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary reports  25,  Cincinnati  15,  Helena  2,  and 
Pittsburgh  31.  Under  charitable  associations 
and  libraries  combined.  Providence  reports  10. 
Under  library  schools  and  associations,  Chi- 
cago 10,  Brooklyn  5,  and  Buffalo  8.  Much 
work  is  being  done  under  the  direction  of  uni- 
versity students  and  social  settlements,  which 
in  its  aim  is  akin  to  that  of  the  home  libraries. 
As  yet  Boston  and  Pittsburgh  are  the  only 
cities  having  supervisors  whose  entire  time  is 
given  to  furthering  the  work  of  the  home  libra- 
ries. This  special  supervision  is  certainly  im- 
portant, as  overtaxed  librarians  or  philanthropic 
workers  have  not  adequate  time  and  strength 
apart  from  their  regular  duties  for  the  problems 
constantly  presenting  themselves  in  home 
library  work. 

Books  for  the  home  libraries  are  either  gifts 
of  public-spirited  citizens,  as  in  Albany,  Balti- 
more, Boston,  Brooklyn,  Helena,  and  Pitts- 
burgh, or  they  are  taken  directly  from  the 
shelves  of  the  public  library  as  at  BufEdo, 
Cincinnati,  New  York,  and  Providence.  The 
selection  of  the  books,  whether  donated  or 
taken  from  the  shelves  of  the  public  library, 
should  rest  with  the  supervisor  or  a  spe- 
cially appointed  committee  familiar  with  both 
books  and  children.  Twenty-five  dollars  buys 
a  neat  little  case  and  twenty  volumes.  Edi- 
tions well  illustrated,  with  attractive  covers, 
should  be  chosen.  In  making  up  a  library  to 
be  sent  to  a  group,  the  sex,  ages,  and  tastes  of 
the  children  should  be  consulted.  In  many 
cities  the  libraries  are  kept  intact,  and  pass 
progressively  from  group  to  group.    This  has 
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its  drawbacks,  as  you  cannot  remove  the  books 
that  are  not  being  used  and  replace  them  by 
others.  Then  if  you  have  aroused  your  chQ- 
dren  to  an  interest  in  animals  by  a  trip  to  the 
zoo  or  circus ;  in  flowers  or  birds  by  a  walk  in 
the  fields  and  woods ;  or  in  foreign  lands  by  a 
visit  to  the  museum,  you  cannot  immediately 
supply  them  with  a  number  of  books  on  the 
subject. 

Records  should  be  kept  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  home  libraries  of  donors  of  home  libra- 
ries, books  purchased,  visitors  of  groups  (in- 
cluding names  of  visitors,  members,  hour  and 
place  of  meeting,  and  books  charged  to  the 
groups),  of  individual  children  (including  name, 
address,  age,  and  general  remarks),  of  books, 
pictures,  and  games  loaned  to  group,  and  also 
a  record  of  their  circulation  among  individual 
children.  A  written  report  should  be  sent  in 
monthly  by  the  visitor  of  each  group.  These 
reports  should  be  filed  away  for  reference. 

Two  of  the  greatest  problems  in  home  library 
work  are :  ist,  how  to  secure  the  right  kind  of 
a  home  library  visitor,  and  2d,  how  to  obtain 
access  to  the  homes  or  districts  most  requiring 
the  influence  of  the  home  library  and  the  home 
library  visitor.  Books  by  themselves  will  do 
but  a  limited  amount  of  good  in  these  homes. 
The  children's  interest  in  them  must  be  aroused 
through  their  interest  in  an  individual.  Pri- 
marily then  the  success  of  a  home  library  group 
depends  upon  the  visitor.  They  should  be 
persons  of  tact,  refinement,  and  culture,  having 
not  only  a  love  for  childhood,  but  an  intuitive 
understanding  of  it.  With  this  must  be  also 
a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  task 
undertaken  —  and  a  spirit  of  sympathetic 
rational  helpfulness.  Such  a  visitor  becomes 
the  children's  companion  and  friend,  and  later 
a  helper  and  counsellor  to  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood, where  little  courtesies,  hitherto  foreign 
to  the  lives  of  the  people,  spring  into  beings 
and  a  greater  carefulness  in  speech,  dress,  and 
the  appointments  of  the  home  become  ap- 
parent. The  ideal  visitor  is  hard  to  find,  yet  I 
firmly  believe  that  if  we  have  enthusiasm  our- 
selves we  will  awaken  it  in  others.  We  do 
not  want  temporary  visitors,  but  we  do  want 
the  young  men  and  women  who  are  willing  to 
grow  with  the  neighborhoods  in  which  they 
have  centred  their  interests  to  study  the 
needs  of  the  people,  individually  and  collec- 


tively, and  be  the  medium  for  helpfulness 
between  them  and  all  the  cities^  civil  and  phil- 
anthropic institutions  which  can  better  thdr 
conditions. 

There  is  still  another  side  to  the  visitor  prob- 
lem. Interest  may  not  be  hard  to  arouse^  bat 
it  is  certainly  at  times  difiScult  to  sustain,  and 
the  home  library  work  is  so  full  of  discourage- 
ments that  a  visitor,  especially  an  inexperienced 
one  in  work  with  children,  may  feel  herself  on- 
able  to  cope  with  it,  and  g^ve  up  in  despair. 
Monthly  meetings  of  the  visitors  for  discus- 
sions, reports,  and  helpful  suggestions  are  in- 
valuable, but  I  doubt  if  this  is  suflSdent,  as 
there  are  always  those  who  cannot  attend  them. 
There  should  be  some  one  having  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  work,  and  whose  whole  time 
is  devoted  to  its  cause,  —  some  one  to  whom 
the  visitors  can  go  in  moments  of  keenest  (fis- 
couragement,  and  discuss  their  perplexities. 
Sometimes  the  visitors  fail  to  realize  that  the 
supervisor  is  anxious  to  discuss  these  problems 
with  them,  giving  them  as  far  as  possible  the 
benefit  of  the  experiences  of  others.  Until  this 
is  clearly  understood  and  a  stronger  feeling  of 
co-operation  established,  it  is  advisable  that  the 
supervisor  make  personal  calls  on  the  visitors. 

Mrs.  £.  M.  Fairchild,  in  an  article  on  home 
libraries,  suggests  a  class  for  the  study  of  prac- 
tical philanthropy  under  competent  leadership. 
The  idea  is  excellent,  and  would  certaislr 
create  a  corps  of  ideal  home  library  visitois, 
if  we  could  make  one  qualification,  and  that  is 
that  no  one  should  be  admitted  to  membership 
who  is  not  willing  to  put  her  study  to  practical 
use  —  not  only  in  investigating  conditions,  bitf 
in  actually  working  to  combat  them. 

Finding  homes  for  the  libraries  in  districts 
where  they  will  do  the  most  good  is  the  second 
great  difficulty.  Lack  of  appreciation  upon  the 
part  of  parents  who  do  not  wish  to  be  bothered 
with  other  people's  chUdren,  but  are  perfectly 
willing  that  their  own  should  reap  all  the  ad- 
vantages possible,  is  often  met  with ;  and  neigh- 
borhood quarrels  and  jealousies,  and  the  hop^ 
lessly  crowded  condition  of  the  tenement 
houses,  where  boarders  sleep  by  day  as  well  asbj 
night,  often  makes  it  hard  to  establish  a  group- 
But  we  rarely  give  up  trying.  One  earnest 
home  librarian  said,  *'  1  worked  a  year  to  place 
a  library  in  a  certain  district,  devoting  all  mj 
spare  time  to  fiiendly  calls  there*  —  a^  I  see* 
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ceeded."  Sometimes  we  have  requests  for  home 
libraries,  most  often  from  localities  where  there 
is  already  one.  Occasionally  a  visitor  finds  her 
strongest  impulse  for  good  work  in  the  help 
given  her  by  some  one  in  the  neighborhood. 

Group  meetings  should  be  conducted  in 
various  ways,  the  method  depending  upon  the 
class  of  children  with  whom  the  visitor  is  work- 
ing. Though  these  methods  may  differ  widely, 
the  home  library  hour  should  always  be  one  of 
genuine  enjoyment,  and  yet  everything  the 
visitor  plans,  whether  it  be  games,  or  reading 
aloud,  or  physical  exercises,  or  classes  in  sew- 
ing and  basket-making  —  everything  should 
tend  toward  developing  the  children  into  happy, 
wholesome  boys  and  girls.  The  visitor  should 
not  forget  that  through  all  this  enjoyment  she 
is  giving  the  children  a  love  for  good  books 
which  will  become  their  life-long  friends  and 
helpers,  and  whose  influence  will  be  felt  long 
after  hers  has  become  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Except  in  the  case  of  very  young  children, 
boys  and  girls  should  be  in  separate  groups, 
for  the  interests  and  requirements  of  bo}'s  soon 
outgrow  that  of  girls,  and  it  is  hard  to  keep 
them  happy  with  mutual  profit.  Home  groups 
are  adequate  only  to  the  needs  of  girls  and 
young  boys.  A  girPs  social  instincts,  under 
moral  conditions,  never  outgrow  her  home, 
and  we  should  try  to  keep  them  centred 
there.  The  home  library  should  come  into  their 
lives  as  early  as  possible,  —  even  at  the  picture 
book  and  big  print  age,  —  for  two  reasons: 
because  the  earliest  years  of  childhood  are  the 
most  plastic  and  impressionable,  and  in  the 
case  of  boys  the  home  group  satisfies  them  but 
for  a  short  time,  as  the  natural  gregarious  in- 
stinct which  comes  to  a  boy  at  about  the  age  of 
twelve  draws  him  from  the  family  circle  into  a 
larger  social  world.  It  is  this  instinct  which 
leads  him  to  form  clubs  and  gangs.  Since 
boys  must  have  club  life,  we  should  organize 
for  them  clubs  which  will  be  beneficial  rather 
than  allow  them  to  form  for  themselves  those 
which  will  be  degrading. 

Why  should  not  libraries  recognize  their  op- 
portunity and  form  library  clubs?  In  Pitts- 
burgh this  has  been  done  as  a  natural  out- 
growth of  the  home  library  work.  We  now 
have  twelve  clubs.  These  differ  in  member- 
ship and  organization.  In  some  cases  a 
room  for  club  meetings  has  been  obtained 


at  a  small  monthly  rental ;  other  clubs  meet 
in  school-rooms;  while  the  boys  of  one 
have  built  a  house  for  themselves.  One  city 
school  board,  realizing  the  educational  factor 
of  the  club  in  the  neighborhood,  has  equipped 
for  our  use  a  room  in  the  school  building  and 
provided  janitor  service,  heat,  and  light.  As 
an  experiment  we  have  lately  rented  three 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  tenement  house 
and  opened  a  large  club  library.  Here,  with 
the  consent  of  his  parents,  any  child  in  the 
neighborhood  may  draw  books,  and  enjoy  the 
privileges  of  the  reading  room.  Small  clubs  of 
ten  or  twelve  members  each,  among  both  boys 
and  girls,  are  being  formed  under  the  leader- 
ship of  volunteer  workers.  Club  members  pay 
weekly  dues  of  from  one  to  four  cents,  a  part  of 
which  has  been  voted  to  the  general  treasury  of 
the  library  reading  room,  to  help  defray  running 
expenses,  the  remainder  to  be  used  as  needed 
by  the  individual  clubs.  In  thus  contributing 
to  the  general  funds,  an  interest  in  the  whole 
organization  is  fostered.  The  work  as  outlined 
for  the  coming  year  includes  dubs  for  reading, 
story  telling  and  games,  basketry,  wrought-iron 
work,  mechanical  drawing,  carpentry,  cooking, 
and  sewing.  Much  of  the  work  of  discharging 
and  arranging  the  books  upon  the  shelves  has 
been  done  by  the  children  themselves.  Money 
having  been  given  us  for  the  support  of  these 
rooms,  and  the  work  of  the  club  leaders  being 
voluntary,  the  central  library  is  at  little  expense, 
except  that  of  providing  books  and  super- 
vision. 

As  a  general  rule,  boys^  clubs  should  be  con- 
ducted according  to  parliamentary  laws,  no 
matter  what  their  special  line  of  interest  is. 
Parliamentary  rule  and  military  discipline  call 
forth  and  deepen  in  the  boy  a  keener  sense  of 
his  responsibility,  and  therefore  of  his  own 
manhood.  In  the  home  library  groups,  how- 
ever, we  should  on  the  whole  avoid  organization 
which  tends  to  destroy  that  social  home  spirit 
so  vital  to  this  part  of  the  work. 

We  do  not  aim  to  establish  permanent  clubs. 
When  they  have  outgrown  their  usefulness  in 
one  district,  they  are  reorganized  in  a  new 
neighborhood.  The  club  is  but  to  serve  as  a 
transition  from  the  more  limited  home  life  to 
the  wider  life  of  the  world,  and  to  prepare  the 
boy  or  girl  to  enter  his  or  her  larger  social  and 
civic  relationships. 
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THE  EVALUATION  OF  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS  FROM  THE   POINT   OF  VIEW  OF 

THE  HISTORY  OF  LITERATURE  FOR  CHILDREN. 

By  Charles  Welsh. 


•'XHE  child  himself  must  determine  what  his 
books  shall  be,"  ••Children  invariably 
prefer  the  classic  form  of  the  story  to  the  text 
which  has  been  specially  written  for  them," 
••  There  is  no  need  to  adapt  the  classics  to  the 
children,  because  the  children  are  adapted  to 
the  classics,"  are  three  statements  which  I 
think  will  be  amply  substantiated  by  a  brief 
glance  at  the  history  of  books  for  children, 
and  it  will  be  instructive  and  helpful  in  con- 
nection with  much  that  has  been  put  forward 
about  children's  reading  and  children's  libra- 
ries if  we  consider  for  a  moment  the  children's 
books  that  have  lived,  and  examine  the  ele- 
ments that  give  them  their  genuine  and  abid- 
ing interest,  and  have  placed  them  in  the  ranks 
of  the  books  which  never  wear  out.  To  study, 
however  briefly,  some  of  the  oldest  and  best 
tried  books,  and  to  try  to  define  the  qualities 
which  have  given  them  their  permanent  hold 
on  the  child  mind,  may  be  useful  as  a  means 
of  comparison,  and  perhaps  as  furnishing  some 
standards  of  value. 

The  making  of  books  for  children  —  except 
lesson  books  and  books  of  manners  and  courtesy 
—  is  a  comparatively  modern  idea,  not  much 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old,  and 
yet  the  children  have  been  selecting  for  them- 
selves for  centuries  from  a  literature  which  is  as 
old  as  that  of  the  race  itself.  Long  before  the 
folklore  of  the  world  was  ever  written,  the  child 
had  made  its  choice  fi-om  among  the  fairy  tales 
and  folk  stories  with  which  older  people  amused 
each  other,  and  as  Thackeray  says :  **  Many  of 
these  stories  have  been  related  in  their  present 
shape  thousands  of  years  ago  to  little  copper- 
colored  Sanskrit  children.  The  very  same  tale 
has  been  heard  by  the  Northern  Vikings  as 
they  lay  on  their  shields  on  deck,  and  by  the 
Arabs  crouching  under  the  stars  on  the  S}Tian 
plains,  when  the  flocks  were  gathered  in,  and 
the  mares  were  picketed  by  their  tents."  ♦ 

To  go  back  only  as  far  as  the  period  of  the 
romances,  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  a  well- 
born child  of  the  Middle  Ages  has  listened  to 
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and  enjoyed  the-  Chansons  de  Geste,  the 
legends  of  Arthur  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table,  Charlemagne,  the  Twelve  Peen 
and  Amadis  of  Gaul,  while  knights  and  ladies, 
squires  and  dames  were  pleasantly  b^;iii]iii{[ 
the  hours  by  reading  them  aloud ;  and  amon; 
the  popular  stories  which  from  this  time  oa 
were  the  delight  of  the  common  people  gener- 
ally there  were  many  that  proved  to  be  espe 
cially  suited  to  the  tastes  and  mental  needs  of 
the  children,  and  upon  which  they  were  sot 
slow  to  fasten  and  stamp  their  approval. 

The  earliest  reduction  of  these  stories  to 
writing  in  a  form  which  brought  them  witlm 
the  reach  of  the  common  people  in  England 
was  that  of  the  chap-book.  These  chap-boob 
flourished  to  their  greatest  extent  during  the 
sixteenth,  seventeenth,  and  eighteenth  oes- 
turies.  They  were  printed  in  the  rudest  maft- 
ner  on  paper  of  the  coarsest  character ;  and 
decorated  with  cuts  which  as  often  as  not  had 
no  reference  to  the  text  whatever,  or  a  very 
remote  one  indeed.  They  were  mostly  sold 
for  a  penny  each,  but  there  were  fiauthiog  am! 
half  penny  ones,  too,  which  now,  as  Sir  Walter 
Scott  said,  **  would  be  cheaply  purchased 
at  their  weight  in  gold."  They  were  the  only 
literature  for  the  people  for  certainly  two  bus- 
dred  and  fifty  years,  and  were  published  pri- 
marily for  the  amusement  and  education  of  the 
grown-ups  among  the  common  folk. 

Chap-books,  generally,  received  their  death- 
blow in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
but  they  lingered  until  well  on  into  the  first 
half  of  the  nineteenth.  Among  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  them  which  have  well-nigh  disap- 
peared from  the  face  of  the  earth,  Uicre  art 
some  few  which  are  familiar  in  our  ears  tf 
household  words,  because  the  children  bi«e 
fastened  on  them,  made  them  their  own,  aad 
have  thus  given  them  an  inheritance  of  efe^ 
lasting  life. 

Bevis  of  Southampton,  Adam  Bell,  Fryer 
Bacon,  William  of  Cloudesley,  Cam  Wood  tk 
Cook,  Clim  of  the  Clough,  Bellianis  and  Flort* 
of  Greece,  and  hosts  of  others,   arc  ttHhj 
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known  only  to  scholars  and  students  of  folk- 
lore, but  Beauty  and  the  Beast,  Bluebeard, 
Cinderella,  Jack  and  the  Beanstalk,  Jack  the 
Giant  Killer,  Little  Red  Riding  Hood,  Rey- 
nard the  Fox,  Sleeping  Beauty,  Cock  Robin, 
the  House  that  Jack  Built,  Tom  Thumb,  and 
Dick  Whittington  are  read  with  as  much  eager- 
ness by  the  little  ones  to-day  as  they  listened 
to  them  hundreds  of  years  ago. 

As  with  the  popular  stories  in  the  chap-books, 
so  with  the  rhymes  and  jingles  of  Mother 
Goose,  which  some  one  has  called  "  the  rich 
deposit  of  the  centuries."  They  have  come 
down  to  us  from  the  childhood  of  the  race  and 
have  become  the  literature  of  the  childhood  of 
the  individual.  The  unerring  instinct  of  the 
mother  has  seized  upon  those  ditties  and  jin- 
gles which  were  best  suited  to  the  awakening 
senses  of  the  child,  and  without  knowing  that 
she  was  obeying  a  great  psycho-pedagogical 
law,  she  has  for  centuries  been  stimulating  the 
sense  of  rhythm  and  exciting  the  wonder, 
£aincy,  and  imagination  of  her  babe  with  the 
material  which  awakens  the  best  response  and 
which  has  the  greatest  educative  value  at  this 
early  stage. 

The  first  collection  of  the  rhymes  and  jin- 
gles of  Mother  Goose  was  published  by  John 
Newbery  about  1780,  but  they  were  found 
scattered  in  chap-books  and  had  been  current 
orally  for  centuries. 

At  this  time  Oliver  Goldsmith  was  in  the 
constant  employ  of  the  publisher  Newbery, 
editing  his  little  books,  concocting  his  adver- 
tisements, writing  his  prefaces,  devising  his 
title-pages,  etc. ;  there  is  as  little  doubt  that 
he  was  the  compiler  of  this  collection  as  that  he 
was  the  author  of  **  Goody  Two  Shoes,"  and 
there  is  something  extremely  significant  in 
this  connection  in  the  fact  that  the  gentle 
Goldsmith,  who  *'  touched  nothing  that  he  did 
not  adorn,"  should,  by  the  unerring  sympathy 
of  his  child-like  and  simple  mind,  have  been 
the  first  to  select  from  the  lore  of  the  people 
those  songs  of  the  nursery  which  lie  nearest  to 
the  heart  of  the  mother,  and  most  readily  ap- 
peal to  the  babe,  and  that  he  should  have  writ- 
ten the  first  book  directly  intended  for  children 
which  has  become  a  classic. 

During  the  two  hundred  years  which  closed 
with  the  eighteenth  century  there  came  foiur 


books  which,  though  not  intended  for  children, 
were  eagerly  appropriated  by  them.  •*  The 
pilgrim^s  progress,"  which,  as  some  one  has 
finely  said,  was  written  in  1688  for  grown-up 
saints,  happily  fell  into  the  hands  of  little 
sinners,  who  found  in  its  direct,  simple,  and 
dramatic  story  elements  which  appealed  to 
them,  without  caring  for  the  theological  doc- 
trines it  was  intended  to  inculcate  or  the  con- 
troversies with  which  it  was  concerned.  Then, 
when  the  Puritan  influence  was  growing  fainter, 
and  before  the  rekindling  of  interest  in  child 
life  in  the  eighteenth  century,  came  *•  Robin- 
son Crusoe,"  which,  in  17 14,  stumbled  upon 
immortality  by  reason  of  its  adoption  by  the 
children. 

In  like  manner  the  children  have  appro- 
priated **  Gulliver's  travels,"  which  appeared 
in  1726,  knowing  nothing,  and  caring  less, 
about  the  stinging  and  biting  satire  with  which 
it  was  permeated.  And  later  on,  in  1785,  they 
made  **  Munchausen's  travels  "  their  own,  which 
were  intended  to  bring  the  then  prevailing  exag- 
geration of  traveller's  tales  into  ridicule. 

The  "Arabian  nights,"  that  great  store- 
house of  oriental  romance  enshrining  the  folk- 
lore of  the  people,  found  its  way  piece-meal 
into  the  literature  of  the  nursery,  for  which, 
however,  it  was  never  intended. 

i€!sop's  fables,  too,  of  which  Dr.  Thomas 
Fuller,  the  famous  author  of  the  ••  Worthies  of 
England,"  writing  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
said:  '* Children  cannot  read  an  easier,  nor 
men  a  wiser  book,"  have  never  ceased  to  have 
their  charm  for  children,  although  their  intent 
was  simply  moral  and  political  and  their  aim 
was  directed  to  their  elders,  but  the  elements 
which  interest,  of  which  we  shall  speak  later, 
are  never  over-shadowed  by  the  teaching  they 
convey. 

Most  of  this  took  place  before  John  Newbery 
began  to  publish  books  for  children.  If  we 
survey  the  books  of  the  period  from  the  time 
he  began  to  publish,  in  1744,  until  the  end  of 
the  eighteenth  century  —  the  **age  of  prose 
and  reason  "  as  it  has  been  called  —  we  shall 
find  ourselves  fully  justified  in  characterizing  it 
as  the  period  of  the  didactic  story  book.  In 
the  story  books  we  can  trace  the  effect  of  the 
earlier  books  of  education,  and  the  endeavor  to 
combine  instruction  with  amusement  was  their 
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prevailing  characteristic.  The  Newber>s  pub- 
lished over  three  hundred  books,  written  pri- 
marily for  children  by  contemporary  authors. 
The  two  which  have  lived  are  **  The  melodies 
of  Mother  Goose,"  first  collected  by  Oliver 
Goldsmith,  and  **  Goody  Two  Shoes,"  written 
by  him  in  conjunction  with  Newbery  himself. 
This  was  probably  the  dreariest  period  in  the 
whole  history  of  children's  literatiu-e. 

Then  we  come  to  the  Jane  and  Ann  Taylor, 
Maria  Edgeworth,  and  Mrs.  Barbauld  period, 
in  which  we  get  a  little  further  away  from  the 
directly  instructive,  and  find  in  them  the  effort 
to  infuse  principles  of  morality  rather  than  to 
fiu-nish  detailed  rules  for  guidance.  This  period 
is  only  a  little  less  dreary  than  that  which  pre- 
ceded it.  But  a  few  of  the  stories  of  that 
period  survive  to-day.  Probably  the  best 
known  of  them  are:  **  Eyes  and  no  eyes," 
••  The  discontented  pendulum,"  and  some  of 
the  verses  of  Jane  and  Ann  Taylor. 

After  that  we  come  to  the  Sunday  school 
book  period,  and  I  only  refer  to  it  here  because 
the  history  of  Sunday  school  books  so  strik- 
ingly illustrates  the  view  that  it  is  the  child 
itself  who,  in  all  time,  has  been  the  sole 
arbiter  of  what  shall  be  called  a  classic  among 
his  books.  He  alone  in  the  final  outcome  ac- 
cepts or  rejects  what  is  provided  for  him  and 
he  does  it  upon  principles  which  are  as  un- 
changeable and  eternal  as  the  child  himself. 
The  history  of  Sunday  school  books  has  been 
a  curious  one,  reflecting  in  a  striking  manner 
the  tendencies  of  the  age  in  which  they  flour- 
ished. At  first  they  contained  very  distinct 
sectarian  teaching,  and  each  denomination,  or 
group  of  denominations,  had  its  own  set  of 
authors  who  introduced  such  dogma  into  their 
books  as  was  in  accordance  with  its  views  and 
would  insure  their  acceptance.  Later  on  dis- 
tinct sectarian  teaching  was  gradually  dropped 
and  those  books  had  the  best  sale  which  were 
colorless  in  that  respect,  while  inculcating  only 
the  broad  religious  principles  on  which  all  sects 
alike  were  agreed.  Very  keen  indeed  was  the 
scrutiny  to  which  the  publishers  submitted  the 
books  they  put  forth  for  this  market,  lest  any 
bit  of  dogmatic  teaching  should  drop  in  una- 
wares. 

Then  at  a  later  period  those  books  were 
most    in  favor  which  illustrated  by  example 


rather  than  by  direct  teaching  rules  of  conduct 
and  of  morals  to  be  approved  and  followed. 
But  Sunday  school  books,  professedly  pat 
forward  as  such,  are  no  longer  in  such  demand 
as  formerly.  The  old-fashioned  Sunday  schod 
book  is  banished,  never  to  return  unless  to  be 
examined  as  a  curiosity. 

As  soon  as  the  rich  collection  of  stories  of 
Hans  Andersen  and  the  Brothers  Grimm  were 
made  available  to  English  speaking  childreo 
they  recognized  in  them  the  witchery  of  a  nugi- 
cian  which  will  never  £ul  to  charm ;  and  the 
operation  of  the  same  instinct  which  thea 
guided  them  has  placed  Ruskin^s  **  King  of  the 
Golden  River,"  Thackeray's  ••  Rose  and  the 
ring,"  Kingsley's  **  Water  babies/*  and  *•  Alice 
in  Wonderland  "  in  the  ranks  of  classics  for 
children  —  while  the  result  of  bringing  within 
their  reach  in  recent  years  the  wonder  world 
of  classic  myth  and  story,  in  which  no  one  did 
greater  work  than  Charles  Lamb  in  his  "  Cniix 
of  Ulysses,"  and  Hawthorne  in  his  "  Wonder 
book,"  furnishes  abundant  proof  of  the  state- 
ment that  **the  children  are  adapted  to  the 
classics." 

Sir  Walter  Scott  and  Charles  Dickens, 
Mayne  Reid  and  Fenimore  Cooper,  did  not 
if^Tite  for  youth,  but  with  never  failing  insdnct 
the  young  people  of  two  English-speaking  con- 
tinents have  found  suitable  mental  food  inmost 
of  their  stories. 

If  we  now  examine  for  a  moment  the  el^ 
ments  in  the  books  which  have  survived --and 
of  course  I  have  not  attempted  to  enumerate  aD 
of  them  —  it  may  perhaps  help  us  to  explain 
some  of  the  causes  of  their  never  wearing  out 
You  are  aware  of  the  experiments  which  haie 
been  made  during  recent  years  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  elements  in  stories  which  interest 
children,  and  they  are  found  to  be  in  the  order 
of  their  preference  as  follows  :  Action^  mama, 
speech^  description^  place ^  tifm^  possestum^  ftd- 
ing,  dress^  asthetic  detcUls^  sentimtni^  and 
moral  qualities.  This  is,  however,  but  ^^ 
stating  in  our  modem  quasi-scientific  way  what 
many  writers  out  of  their  sympathy  with  and 
insight  into  the  child  mind  have  said  long  a^ 
Lady  Eastlake  wrote  over  sixty  years  since* 
**  The  real  secret  of  a  child^s  book  consists  not 
merely  in  its  being  less  dry  and  less  difficult, 
but  more  rich  in  interest  —  more  true  to  natnit 
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—  more  exquisite  in  art  —  more  abundant  in 
every  quality  that  replies  to  childhood^s  keener 
and  fresher  perceptions.  Such  being  the  case, 
the  best  of  juvenile  reading  will  be  found  in 
libraries  belonging  to  their  elders,  while  the 
best  juvenile  writing  will  not  fail  to  delight 
those  who  are  no  longer  children.  *  Robinson 
Crusoe,^  the  standing  favorite  of  above  a  cen- 
tury, was  not  originally  written  for  children ; 
and  Sir  Walter  Scott^s  *  Tales  of  a  grandfather  * 
addressed  solely  to  them,  are  the  pleasure  and 
profit  of  every  age,  from  childhood  upwards. 
Our  little  friends  tear  Pope's  •  Odyssey '  from 
mamma's  hands,  while  she  takes  up  their 
*  Agathos '  with  an  admiration  which  no  child's 
can  exceed." 
All  this  brings  us  back  to  the  point  from 


which  I  started,  and  confirms  in  a  remarkable 
degree  the  statements  with  which  I  began. 
*'  The  real  touchstone,"  as  Lady  Eastlake  said, 
•*is  the  child  himself."  He  has  sturdily  re- 
jected the  *•  juveniles  "  by  the  ton  and  by  the 
hundred  thousands,  and  the  reason  for  this  is 
obvious  in  the  light  of  the  foregoing.  We  are 
at  last  beginning  to  recognize  this  great  prin- 
ciple, and  the  study  of  the  hbtory  of  children's 
literature  should  do  immense  good  by  bringing 
out  the  truth  of  it  more  strongly.  It  shows 
that  it  is  the  birthright  of  the  child  to  enter 
into  the  domain  of  the  world's  best  literature, 
and  to  choose  therefrom  what  is  best  suited  to 
its  needs,  and  it  shows  too  that  the  children  of 
all  ages,  when  they  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
do  so,  have  exercised  that  right. 


REPORT  ON  LIST  OF  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS  WITH  CHILDREN'S  ANNOTATIONS. 
By  Caroline  M.  Hewins,  Librarian,  Hartford  {Ct.)  Public  Library, 


IT    is  four  or  five   years  since  Mr.    R.    R. 

Bowker  suggested  that  there  could  be  no 
more  interesting  and  useful  ** evaluations"  for 
the  American  Library  Association  to  publish 
than  comments  on  children's  books  made  by 
children  themselves.  Miss  Moore  and  I  at  the 
Chautauqua  Conference  in  1898  undertook  the 
preparation  of  such  a  list,  and  she  asked  in 
the  Library  Journal  and  Public  Libraries  for 
comments  arranged  on  cards  of  uniform  siJ6, 
stating  the  age,  sex,  and  nationality  of  the 
child  making  them.  The  public  immediately 
inferred  that  our  list  was  in  print,  and  the 
requests  which  we  received  for  it  would  fill  a 
much  larger  pigeon-hole  than  the  answers  from 
librarians.  At  the  Montreal  conference  we 
reported  a  few  comments.  Since  that  time  we 
have  received  no  contributions,  and  no  report 
was  presented  at  the  last  conference. 

Our  present  report  is  largely  based  on  a 
consideration  of  about  twelve  hundred  papers, 
written  by  boys  and  girls  in  the  sixth,  seventh, 
eighth,  and  ninth  grades  of  grammar  schools. 
A  part  of  them  are  in  the  form  of  familiar 
letters  to  a  librarian,  and  the  rest  in  answer  to 
questions  prepared  in  a  public  library  and  pre- 
sented to  the  same  grades. 

The    man    who    went  about    lecturing  on 


temperance  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century  used  to  take  another  man  with  him 
to  appear  as  the  '*  awful  example."  In  the 
following  report  the  general  statements  were 
kindly  prepared  by  Miss  Moore  to  save  me 
time,  and  the  **  awful  examples"  come  from 
the  other  end  of  the  line. 

The  letters  and  lists  may  be  summed  up 
like  the  themes  in  Elsie  Venner.  They  have 
the  same  **  stringing  together  of  the  good 
old  traditional  copy-book  phrases,"  the  same 
''occasional  gushes  of  sentiment  "  and  *'  pro- 
found estimates  of  the  world."  Out  of  twenty 
or  thirty  which  poor  overworked  Helen  Darley 
read,  **  there  were  two  or  three  that  had  some- 
thing of  individual  flavor  about  them."  That 
proportion  is  much  larger  than  we  have  found. 

**  There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  degree 
of  spontaneity  manifest  in  the  familiar  letter 
written  at  the  personal  request  of  the  librarian 
and  the  paper  written  as  an  exercise  required 
by  the  teacher.  Both  reveal  a  pathetic  scarcity 
of  vocabulary  in  relation  to  the  subject,  due  in 
large  measure  to  the  bxX  that  an  exercise  of 
this  kind  is  an  unrelated  and  infrequent  ex- 
perience to  the  majority  of  children.  It  is 
only  by  frequent  repetition  that  we  gain  power 
in  self  expression  in  any  line.    It  is  hardly  to 
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be  expected,  therefore,  that  children  should 
be  able  to  talk  or  to  write  familiarly  about 
books  and  reading  until  they  have  made  the 
connection  and  found  the  habit  of  doing  so. 

*•  From  the  twelve  hundred  papers  we  have 
selected,  less  than  fifty  are  worth  considering 
for  our  purpose.  The  great  mass  of  material  re- 
jected shows  the  influence  of  the  schoolroom  in 
the  selection  of  the  books  mentioned  (chiefly 
school-duplicates)  in  the  evident  desire  to 
please  the  teacher  in  expressing  a  preference 
and  in  a  stereotyped  form  of  expression,  a  form 
which  varies  slightly  in  different  schools  and 
in  different  grades  of  the  same  school. ^^ 

The  questions  were  as  follows : 

1 .  Name  as  many  books  as  you  can  that  you 
have  read  this  school  year. 

2.  Mark  the  names  of  the  books  that  you 
like  best  with  X  and  tell  how  many  times  you 
have  read  each  one. 

(No  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  X  mark 
to  denote  books  liked  best,  it  was  so  often 
obviously  used  for  books  the  children  thought 
that  they  ought  to  like.  They  guessed  at  the 
number  of  times  they  had  read  them  and  at 
the  number  of  hours  they  spent  every  week  in 
reading.) 

3.  Why  do  you  like  these  books  and  how 
do  you  think  any  of  them  have  helped  you  ? 

Very  few  boys  and  girls  can  express  the  way 
in  which  a  book  has  helped  them.  Once  in  a 
while  a  child  says  something  which  shows  that 
the  book  has  become  a  part  of  his  life,  as  in 
this: 

''  I  think  that  they  all  helped  me,  for  I  saw 
in  nearly  every  one  a  different  side  of  life : 
life  of  the  old  times,  life  of  to-day,  life  of  the 
poor,  life  of  the  rich,  life  of  royalty,  life  of 
paupers,  life  on  the  border,  life  in  the  cities, 
and  every  kind  of  life. 

**Some  of  these  books  have  very  good 
characters  in  them  and  when  I  get  a  hold  on 
some  book  which  does  have  a  good  character 
I  read  the  author's  life  if  I  can.  I  do  this  be- 
cause the  author  who  writes  about  good 
characters  must  be  a  character  himself. 

**In  many  books  I  make  friends  with  most 
of  the  characters  that  take  principal  parts,  and 
try  to  imagine  myself  with  them. 

**  In  some  books  are  many  things  which  are 
historical  or  witty,  or  something  of  the  like. 


When  I  run  across  one  of  these  I  make  a  note 
of  it." 

The  foUowing  is  by  a  Jewish  boy  who  is  in- 
terested in  the  Jewish  character,  whether  seen 
from  the  standpoint  of  another  £uth  or  his  own : 

**  I  like  Shakespeare^s  book  because  it  b  very 
exciting  and  he  gives  a  fine  account  how  die 
Jews  were  treated  in  olden  times.  He  gives  as 
a  very  fine  account  of  Portia  and  Shylock.  I 
feel  sorry  because  he  lost  all  his  money.  I  do 
not  blame  him  for  wanting  a  pound  of  flesh 
from  Antonio.  Everybody  would  like  to  take 
revenge  on  a  man  who  would  borrow  money 
from  you  and  would  not  pay  it  back.  He  clanf 
to  his  religion. 

*•  Scott  represents  Isaac  of  York,  the  Jew  in 

*  Ivanhoe,^  the  same  as  Shakespeare  represents 
Shylock  in  the  *  Merchant  of  Venice.' " 

A  few  children  have  the  idea  that  boob 
help  them  by  enlarging  their  world  or  their 
vocabulary,  or  developing  their  imagination, 
and  others  that  outside  reading  is  an  aid  to 
lessons  or  examinations,  but  most  of  the 
answers  recognize  nothing  that  books  do  for  a 
reader. 

The  contrast  between  rich  and  poor  childrea 
appeals  to  boy-and-girl  readers,  and  wealth 
and  material  success  play  a  large  part  in  their 
estimates  of  books.  One  boy  with  a  fondness 
for  drawing  likes  to  read  about  poor  boys  who 
became  rich  artists,  and  a  girl  expresses  the 
sentiment  of  many  others   when  she  writes: 

'"  I  like  all  of  Meade's  books  because  she 
always  has  a  poor  girl  who  at  the  end  rises  £ff 
above  the  rich  one  that  had  at  one  time  looked 
down  upon  her,  or  if  the  rich  girl  helps  a  poor 
girl  she  always  does  some  noble  thing  to  repaj 
her  before  the  end." 

These  are  fair  specimens  of  many  of  the  Usts 
written  by  girls  of  thirteen  in  the  ninth  grade: 

"  I  like  Dotty  Dimple  because  she  was  kind, 
and  it  helped  me  to  be  kind.  I  like  Ragged 
Tom  because  he  was  brave  and  good  and  it 
helped  me  to  be  brave  and  kind.  Laddie  I 
like  because  he  would  help  others.  It  helped 
me  to  help  others.  Black  Beauty  I  liked  b^ 
cause  it  taught  me  to  treat  animals  kind." 

**  I  liked  •  The  partners '  best  because  it  was 
neither  too  old  for  me  nor  too  young.    I  liked 

*  Barberry  Bush  and  other  stories '  because  it 
helped  me  to  pass  away  my  time.    1  VSai 


HEWINS, 


8l 


*  Ivanhoe/  *  Lady  of  the  Lake/  and  *  Julius 
Csesar/  because  being  read  in  class  they  were 
easy  to  understand.  I  do  not  know  why 
I  liked  The  Katy  and  Bessie  books  and  *  Little 
men '  and  *  Little  women.' " 

The  fourth  question  is : 

4.  What  friends  do  you  make  in  them  (the 
books),  and  why  do  you  think  you  should  like 
to  know  some  of  them  ? 

The  answers  to  this  question  show  lack  of 
thought,  lack  of  imagination,  and  lack  of  pro- 
portion. Very  often  the  only  book-friends 
whom  a  child  remembers  are  in  the  last  book 
that  he  has  read.  Many  boys  and  girls  hon- 
estly say  things  like  these : 

**  I  didn't  make  any  friends  in  them  because 
I  never  seen  their  faces  only  on  pictures  in  the 
books." 

**  I  like  all  the  books  in  the  same  way  as  I 
like  any  books.  They  give  me  pleasure  and 
take  up  time  when  you  are  sick  or  haven't 
anything  to  do." 

*'  I  have  never  thought  of  liking  any  of  the 
characters  for  friends." 

**  I  thought  Portia  in  •  Merchant  of  Venice' 
and  Mary  in  *  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,'  with 
Josephine  in  *  Little  women '  would  make 
good  friends,  but  never  thought  of  them  as 
friends  for  me  or  anybody  of  this  time." 

The  lack  of  sense  of  proportion  in  estimat- 
ing books  and  choosing  book  friends  is  seen  in 
this  example  from  the  sixth  grade : 

*'  The  friends  I  have  made  are  Jack  and  Jill, 
and  Dan,  Allie  Fairweather,  Philip,  Oliver, 
Mr.  Brownlow,  Denise,  Rose,  Agnes,  Harry, 
Widow  Greshome,  Worth  Bagley,  Dewey, 
Sampson,  Massasoit,  Anthony  Wayne,  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  George  Washington,  Jesus, 
Robinson,  and  Aladdin." 

A  lack  of  interest  in  what  is  read  is  shown  in 
this: 

**  In  all  books  some  people  appear  agreeable 
and  some  appear  disagreeable.  It  is  a  pleasure 
sometimes  when  one  is  tired  to  take  a  good 
book  and  read  a  chapter  or  two.  In  all  books 
you  have  a  friendly  feeling  toward  some  char- 
acter." 

It  is  a  pleasure  after  reading  through  a  room- 
ful of  such  letters  to  find  one  like  this : 

'*  I  am  not  very  fond  of  books,  although  I 
think  there  are  many  things  or  facts  which  can 


be  learned  out  of  books.  I  have  often  started 
a  book  and  have  gotten  along  through  the 
middle  of  it  when  it  became  very  dry  and  un- 
interesting and  would  drop  it  and  never  pick  it 
up  again. 

•••The  trail  of  the  Sandhill  stag'  is  the 
only  book  that  I  have  ever  finished.  It  was 
written  by  E.  S.  Thomson.  There  were  many 
beautiful  pictures  in  the  book,  but  I  do  not 
know  the  artists  who  drew  them.  This  book 
was  quite  short  and  interesting  and  I  liked  it 
very  much,  as  I  am  fond  of  outdoor  sports, 
although  I  only  read  it  once.  The  book  spoke 
of  a  boy  named  Yan  who  bad  chased  up  and 
down  the  hills  about  his  home  for  years  after 
the  track  of  a  deer.  At  last  be  came  face  to 
face  with  the  deer  and  raised  his  rifle  to  shoot 
it,  but  the  deer  had  such  a  sad  expression  on 
its  face  which  seemed  to  have  stunned  the  boy 
and  he  turned  back  and  went  home  without 
injuring  the  stag.  I  think  that  it  has  helped 
me  to  think  twice  before  I  act." 

In  answer  to  the  question,  *•  Do  you  copy  in 
a  book  sentences  or  lines  of  poetry  that  you 
like  from  books  that  you  are  reading,  and  learn 
them  by  heart  afterwards?"  the  same  boy 
writes : 

••  I  copy  into  a  blank-book  quotations  from 
books  and  learn  them  afterwards.  I  have 
copied  and  learned  quotations  from    Csesar, 

•  Merchant  of  Venice,'  •  Autocrat  of  the 
breakfast-table,'  and  •  House  of  seven  gables.' 
I   have  also  copied  and  learned  Tennyson's 

•  Lotus-eaters,'  Gray's  •  Elegy,'  Lincoln's  speech 
at  Gettysburg,  and  a  part  of  Webster's  speech 
in  reply  to  Hayne." 

Do  such  exercises  tend  to  make  children 
self-conscious,  and  can  we  depend  upon  the 
spontaneity  of  written  replies?  Everything 
depends  on  the  person  who  conducts  the  exer- 
cise and  on  the  question  asked. 

There  are  very  few  teachers  whose  own 
knowledge  of  books  can  be  depended  upon  to 
draw  out  children  into  talking  about  them.  I 
had  tried  in  one  schoolroom  to  make  children 
understand  the  pleasure  of  finding  out  from 
one  book  something  about  a  character  who  is 
mentioned  in  another,  and  when  the  letters 
came,  every  child  in  that  room  had  given  as 
a  reason  for  knowing  what  book  to  read,  ••  a 
book  that  there  was  something  about  in  the 
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last  book  I  read.^*  Evidently  the  teacher  had 
impressed  on  the  children  that  that  was  what 
they  ought  to  write.  Teachers  are  not,  as  a 
rule,  well-read. 

This  year  I  have  not  asked  for  letters,  and 
did  not  let  the  children  know  that  I  was  going 
to  give  my  yearly  talk.  They  took  pencil  and 
paper  to  the  hall,  and  I  asked  the  four  upper 
grades  to  tell  me  something  about  a  book,  not  a 
school  duplicate,  that  they  had  read  lately  and 
somebody  whom  they  liked  in  it,  but  not  to  say 
that  anybody  was  *•  kind."  Then  I  gave  them 
the  question  from  the  March  St,  Nicholas^  **  If 
you  were  going  to  have  a  birthday  party,  what 
characters  from  books  should  you  like  best  to  in- 
vite ?  "  Here  are  some  of  the  lists,  which  show 
the  same  lack  of  proportion  that  we  have  found 
before  and  the  influence  of  books  lately  read : 

Benjamin  Franklin,  George  Washington, 
Falconer,  Crane  in  •*  David  Harum,"  John 
Eliot,  Shakespeare,  Rafial,  Evangeline,  Tom 
Thayer,  Sir  Walter  Scott. 

Ellen  Douglas,  George  Washington,  Lady 
Rowena,  Rebecca  the  Jewess,  Malcolm  Graeme, 
Janice  Meredith,  Julius  Csesar,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, The  Douglas,  Dorothy  Arden. 

Caesar,  King  Alfred,  Sitting  Bull,  Red  Cloud, 
Washington,  Dickens,  Alexander,  Daniel 
Boone,  Plato,  Socrates. 

Washington,  Shakespeare,  King  Alfred  the 
Great,  Jane  Eyre,  Stephen  Brice,  Portia,  King 
Arthur,  Joan  of  Arc,  Ellen  Terry,  Ellen  of 
Ellen^s  Isle. 

Sir  William  Wallace,  King  Robert  the  Bruce, 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  Ellen  Douglas,  Beetho- 
ven, Jo  March,  Nigel  Bruce,  Lady  Isoline,  Re- 
becca, Pegasus. 

Julius  Caesar,  Antony,  Marcus  Brutus,  Oliver 
Bright,  Janice  Meredith,  Sitting  Bull,  Roderick 
Dhu,Gnzzly,  James  Fitz  James,  Michel  Angelo. 

Caesar,  Garibaldi,  Washington,  Livingston, 
Roosevelt,  Narian,  Cronje,  Hanna,  Green,  Jesse 
James,  Frank  James,  Brutus,  Cassius. 

**The  most  valuable  kind  of  comment  un- 
doubtedly is  to  be  gathered  from  the  ofF-hand 
statements  of  the  boys  and  girls  as  they  ex- 
change their  books  or  meet  for  informal  book- 
talks  at  the  library.  There  are  great  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  gathering  a  body  of  available 
material  of  this  kind.  While  it  is  true  that 
every  children's  librarian  is  constantly  receiv- 
ing communications  from  the  children  with  re- 


gard to  the  books  they  are  reading,  it  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult  and.  quite  undesirable  for 
her    to    transcribe   their   comments  with  the 
necessary  data.     If  a  child  should  see  her  writ- 
ing down  what  he  had  said*  or  suspect  that  she 
meant  to  do  so,  she  would  lose  his  confidence 
forever.      According  to  his   nature  he  would 
either  never  volunteer  another  expression  of 
pleasure  or  distaste,  or  he  would  make  a  sensa- 
tional statement  if  p>ossible  in   order  to  gain 
prominence  in  her  eyes.     £ven  if  it  were  possi- 
ble for  the  children's  librarian  to  make  these 
records  of  spontaneous  comment  it  is  probabk 
that  a  very  small  proportion  of  them  woold 
justify  publication.       (That    comment  whidi 
fails  to  impress  itself  with  sufficient  clearness 
for  her  to  write  it  from  memory  is  not  likely  to 
be  worth  much,  since  it  has   not  entered  so 
actively  into  her  day's  experience  as  to  have 
become  a  part  of  her  resources.) 

'*  Will  such  a  list  as  this  justify  by  its  value 
the  expenditure  of  time  and  labor  involved  in 
its  compilation? 

**  Are  we  justified  in  going  on  with  it,  and 
what  may  we  expect  to  get  from  it  ?  " 

A  list  of  children's  comments  must  be  made 
slowly.  At  times  I  have  thought  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  get  honest  opinions 
enough  for  an  annotated  list,  but  in  looking 
over  my  collection  I  find  that  I  have  moft 
than  I  supposed. 

Teachers  often  ask  for  lists  in  a  perfiiDCtofj 
way,  and  care  more  about  neat  writing  and  cor- 
rect spelling  than  about  what  impression  a  book 
has  made  on  a  child.  I  think  that  in  another 
four  years,  with  the  help  of  some  of  our  unsuc- 
cessful experiments,  and  with  the  aid  of  vist- 
ors  in  home  libraries  and  children's  librarians, 
we  may  get  results  that  are  worth  having. 

If  every  children's  librarian  would  send  us 
within  the  next  six  months  from  five  to  ten  ot 
the  best  and  most  natural  expressions  of  opinioo 
received  from  children,  we  could  take  the  best 
of  them  and  gradually,  by  eliminating  the  less 
striking,  get  a  number  large  enough  to  be  wortb 
printing.  It  is  to  be  desired  that  we  hare  the 
opinions  of  more  than  one  child  to  a  book,  the 
point  of  view  of  a  boy  and  a  girl  if  possible* 


FLETCHER, 
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REPORT   OF   THE   A.    L.    A.    PUBLISHING   BOARD. 
By  W.  I.  Fletcher,  Chairman. 


/^^HANGES  in  the  personnel  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Board  during  the  year  covered  by 
this  report  were  as  follows :  the  term  of  Melvil 
Dewey  expired  in  1901,  and  he  was  re-elected 
by  the  A.  L.  A.  Executive  Board  for  three 
years.  Mr.  George  lies  resigned  from  the 
Board  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  engage- 
ments, and  Mr.  Charles  C.  Soule  was  chosen  in 
his  place.  Mr.  Soule  was  also  made  treas- 
urer in  place  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Anderson  who  was 
appointed  last  year,  but  who  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  of  attending  to  the  busi- 
ness while  located  so  far  from  the  office  of  the 
Board.  Miss  Nina  E.  Browne,  who  faithfully 
served  the  Board  for  several  years  as  assistant 
secretary,  was  this  year  appointed  secretary, 
her  office  remaining  at  \oh  Beacon  Street  in 
the  building  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum. 

The  work  of  the  Board  has  gone  forward 
steadily  although  less  rapidly  than  we  could 
wish.  The  following  brief  review  of  the  prog- 
ress of  its  various  publications  will  serve  to 
elucidate  the  financial  account  appended  to 
this  statement,  and  to  show  how  extensive  and 
important  its  work  has  become. 

1 .  Printed  Cards  for  Books,  —  The  trans- 
fer, under  promising  conditions,  of  this  under- 
taking to  the  Library  of  Congress  relieves  the 
Board  of  further  effort  in  that  direction  and 
marks  the  happy  ending  of  one  chapter  of  its 
work. 

2.  A.  L.  A.  Index.  — The  new  edition  of 
this  book,  in  press  at  our  last  meeting,  was 
issued  in  October.  It  is  almost  exactly  double 
the  size  of  the  former  edition  and  is  corre- 
spondingly more  useful,  a  necessary  tool  in 
every  library. 

3.  Guide  to  the  Literature  of  American 
History.  —  Owing  to  long  delays  connected 
with  the  completion  of  the  editorial  work,  and 
particularly  of  the  very  elaborate  and  useful 
index,  this  book  is  but  just  off  the  press. 

As  was  stated  last  year,  our  former  associate, 
Mr.  George  lies,  has  assumed  the  expense  of 


the  preparation  of  this  most  important  work, 
to  the  extent  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  a  most 
liberal  endowment  of  historical  research.  The 
book  has  cost  more  than  this,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  sales  will  soon  cover  this  additional 
cost. 

4.  Guide  to  the  Study  and  Use  of  Refer- 
ence Books,  by  Miss  Alice  B.  Kroeger.  —  This 
book  is  all  in  type,  and  it  was  hoped  that  it 
might  be  actually  published  before  this  meet- 
ing. This  will  be  found  a  most  valuable,  as  it 
is  the  only,  library  help  in  connection  with 
reference  work. 

5 .  Library  Tr(uts,  —  One  tract  (no.  4) 
has  been  added  to  the  series.  It  is  on  library 
buildings  and  rooms,  and  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  Charles  C.  Soule.  With  the  present  great 
interest  in  the  subject  of  library  architecture, 
this  tract  should  prove  one  of  our  most  useful 
publications. 

6.  Printed  Cards  for  Periodicals  not  cov- 
ered by  *•  Poole's  index."  —  The  issue  of  these 
cards  has  gone  on  steadily,  the  number  of 
titles  printed  in  1901  being  2,849  ^^  against 
2,843  ^^  1900,  and  2,916  in  1899.  ^^^  esti- 
mated expense  of  $75  per  year  for  the  entire 
set  has  not  been  exceeded  nor  quite  equalled. 
As  the  advantages  to  the  smaller  libraries,  or 
those  having  special  collections,  of  subscribing 
for  the  needed  portion  of  these  cards  come  to 
be  more  recognized,  the  number  of  partial  sub- 
scriptions has  largely  increased  and  is  now 
fifty-one.  As  will  be  observed  there  is  a  small 
profit  on  these  cards.  A  further  increase  in 
the  number  called  for  would  permit  a  reduction 
in  the  price. 

7 .  Cards  for  *  •  Miscellaneous  Sets, "  —  This 
has  been  a  popular  and  successful  feature  of 
the  Board's  work.  In  190 1  cards  were  issued 
for  six  such  sets :  Old  South  Leaflets,  National 
Museum  Bulletin,  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous 
Collections  and  Contributions  to  Knowledge, 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Education  Circulars,  and  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society  Collections.     The 
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demand  for  these  cards  is  such  that  one  set  is 
already  out  of  print,  and  the  others  nearly  so. 
Three  additional  sets  are  already  issued  in  1902, 
and  others  will  follow.  Suggestions  of  addi- 
tional sets  which  should  be  so  indexed  will  be 
gratefully  received.  By  arrangement  with  the 
Massachusetts  Library  Club  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Library,  a  set  of  cards  for  the 
Massachusetts  Public  Documents  was  issued  at 
the  bare  cost  of  the  cards  and  printing,  and 
the  supply  was  at  once  exhausted. 

Cards  for  the  British  Parliamentary  Papers 
are  in  type  and  will  be  issued  probably  this 
month.  They  will  be  found  very  useful,  even 
where,  perhaps  especially  where,  these  Papers 
are  not  regularly  received,  as  they  will  be  a 
guide  in  the  selection  of  such  as  may  be 
wanted. 

8.  The  Board  has  undertaken  the  issue  of 
cards  prepared  by  the  Bibliographical  Society 
of  Chicago  indexing  the  contents  of  the  lead- 
ing bibliographical  publications  (and  the  bib- 
liographical contents  of  library  periodicals). 
Subscriptions  are  being  received  for  these 
cards,  and  may  be  made  to  cover  all  issued  or 
such  of  them  as  refer  to  selected  periodicals. 
Special  attention  is  invited  to  this  important 
undertaking. 

9.  Portrait  Index,  —  This  will  be  one  of 
the  Board^s  largest  publications  in  book-form, 
probably  exceeded  only  by  the  A.  L.  A.  Index. 
The  material  required  by  the  plan  of  the  work 
is  nearly  all  in  hand,  and  the  alphabeting  and 
digesting  of  this  material  is  under  way.  This 
should  prove  one  of  the  most  useful  of  refer- 
ence books. 

10.  English  History  Cards,  — The  issue  of 
these  cards,  edited  and  annotated  by  Mr.  W. 
D.  Johnston  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  has 
been  continued  under  somewhat  adverse 
circumstances,  which  resulted  in  the  delaying 
of  the  cards  for  the  last  publications  of  1900 
until  May  of  this  year.  Those  for  books  of 
1 90 1,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  issued  relatively 
earlier,  and  probably  in  two  portions  instead 
of  four.  This  publication  still  lacks  sufficient 
support,  while  highly  prized  in  a  few  libraries. 

1 1 .  Reading  for  the    Young  has  been  al- 


lowed to  go  out  of  print.  The  time  has  come 
when  an  entirely  new  work  in  this  line  should 
be  prepared,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  with 
the  present  development  of  children's  librarian- 
ship,  and  the  increasing  demand  for  a  good 
up-to-date  guide  to  children's  reading,  such  a 
work  may  soon  be  forthcoming. 

12.  List  of  Subject  Headings,  —  This  work 
is  much  in  demand,  and  has  for  some  time 
been  more  than  self-supporting,  so  that  its 
compiler  has  been  receiving  some  slight  re- 
turn for  his  work,  which,  however,  was  freely 
rendered  as  a  labor  of  love. 

13.  Ust  of  Books  for  Girls  and  Women ^ 

14.  Bibliography  of  the  Fine  Arts  and 
Music,  —  These  continue  to  have  a  slow  sale, 
far  from  commensurate  with  their  real  value. 
The  Board  will  apparently  not  be  able  for  a 
long  time  to  cancel  its  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
lies  for  his  financial  support  of  these  publica- 
tions. It  should  be  said  that  he  asks  for  no 
payment  except  such  as  shall  come  from  sales, 
the  indebtedness  to  him  thus  constituting  no 
charge  on  the  assets  or  income  of  the  Board 
except  upon  this  one  account. 

15.  A,  L,  A,  Catalog  of  5,000  Volumes,  — 
Just  as  this  report  goes  to  press,  we  are  ad- 
vised of  the  recent  action  of  the  N.  Y.  State 
Library  Association  and  State  Library,  by 
which  the  preparation  of  an  entirely  new  edi- 
tion of  this  book  (the  former  edition  being 
entirely  out  of  print  and  also  out  of  date)  is 
assured  in  the  near  future ;  and  that  its  publi- 
cation under  the  auspices  of  either  the  Library 
of  Congress  or  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Education 
is  also  assured.  Present  plans  look  to  the 
issue  of  printed  catalog  cards  for  this  entire 
list  by  the  Library  of  Congress  at  very  low 
rates,  so  that  new  libraries  using  this  list  as  a 
basis  of  purchase  may  secure  the  necessary 
catalog  cards  at  once,  at  an  expense  much 
below  that  of  cataloging  in  an  inferior  manner 
for  themselves. 

16.  Handbook  of  American  Libraries, — 
The  Board  has  not  received  this  work  for 
publication  as  yet,  but  it  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  charged  with  its  prepara- 
tion. 
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Attention  is  called  to  the  financial  statement 
appended  hereto.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  account  is  closed  Jan.  i,  1902,  and  the 
apparently  large  balance  on  the  debit  side  is 
accounted  for  almost  wholly  by  one  or  two 
items  like  the  amount  due  Houghton,  Mifflin, 
&  Co.,  which  represents  the  entire  cost  of  the 
new  edition  of  the  **  A.  L.  A."  index,  the  sales 
of  which  had  but  just  begun.  In  another  year 
this  account  will  be  nearly  or  quite  balanced. 

The  payment  of  $600  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Endowment  Fund  toward  the  support  of  our 


publications  authorized  by  the  A.  L.  A.  Coun- 
cil was  not  actually  made  until  after  Jan.  i, 
1902,  though  it  properly  should  belong  to  the 
year  1901.  This  would  have  increased  our 
cash  balance  as  stated  by  this  amount. 

It  remains  true,  as  was  said  in  last  year's 
report,  that  the  proper  conduct  and  develop- 
ment of  the  work  of  the  Publishing  Board 
**  requires  abetter  financial  condition  than  it 
yet  has."  One  of  the  most  important  ques- 
tions that  can  come  before  the  Association  is 
how  to  secure  this. 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS.  JAN.  i  TO  DEC.  31.  1901. 


PUBLICATIONS. 

Balances  Jan.  i,  1901,  being 
excess     of    expenditures 
over  receipts  to  date. 

Operations, 
Jan.  I  to  Dec.  31, 1901. 

Balances  Dec.  31,  1901,  being 
ezcestf  of  expenditures  over 
receipts  to  date. 

Spent. 

Received. 

Expenses. 

Receipts. 

Spent. 

Received. 

A.  L.  A.  ProceediniFS «... 

•••••• 

3S.37 
370.»9 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

467.84 
1990  on 

*6i*i3 
83.9s 

$6.33 
ap.iS 

474-<H 
6(^.60 

3^.88 
367.34 

$i.iS 

14.8a 

M4.73 

3*45.83 

60 

631.73 

68.00 

iSM.a3 

98S-S> 

aS45 
457-^ 

$1.00 
6.60 
39.90 
ia.ao 
14.8a 

io.S3 

477.40 

1064.00 

SSi*.68 

ViS-So 

i763.a5 
956.06 

457.58 
17.00 

$'338.47 

•  •  .  .  •  a 

359-66 

aJi|9.67 
ia90.6a 

3-75 
M.33 

•••••• 

•  •  •  •  • . 

aS.4S 
'66.9s 

$6.17 
1.73 

Books  for  boys  and  girls 

Fine  art  biblinirraDh v. ....«■•• 

French  fiction ................. 

41.3s 

Books  for  eirls  and  women.... 
Paoer  and  ink  .••«.■•■..•...... 

Reading  for  the  young 

List  of  subject  headins^ 

A.  L.  A.  index, ad  edition  .... 

Portrait  index,  prelim,  ex 

Current  book  cards 

7a6!8i 

Bibliographical  cards 

Enurlisn  history  cards 

Periodical  cards  • 

571.90 
337.S8 

Af  iscellaneous  sets 

Mass.  Pub.  Doc.  cards 

Lamed  Guide.   ............... 

T<ibrarv  tracts  ..rt............. 

Totals 

$2647.07 

$1816.33 
830.74 

$7181.39 

$S477-5> 
170357 

$4748.90 

$aai4.39 
a534.S« 

General  Balance 

$3647.07 

$3647.07 

$7181.39 

$7181.39 

$474890 

$4748^ 

nmmn     Ar^^oirMTQ 

Balance  Jan.  i,  1901. 

Operations  of  1901. 

Balance  Dec.  31, 1901. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

General  expense  and  income 
account.  ..................... 

$833*64 
636.8a 

$1617.08 

40^1 
341.69 

369.5a 

•   1  •  •  •  • 

16.50 

$580.01 
6.33 

4705.09 
'973.74 

»a64.55 

$9.90 

'83.19 
533».8i 

3038^4 

3352.39 

$196.93 
867.a8 

$1046.97 
jo.09 
83.19 

Old  members  accounts 

Charsres  unoald  ............... 

Cash  balance 

Library  Bureau  account 

Due  to  the  Publishing  Board 
on  bills,  etc.. ....•■•.. 

434.33 

Houghton,  Mifflin,  &  Co.  ac- 
count ........................ 

3004.34 

Totals 

$1^.46 
830.74 

$3391.30 

$1064.30 
a534.5» 

$3598.81 

Balances •••••«........•. 

$3391.30 

$3391.30 

$3598.81 

$3598.81 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


By  Hiller  C.  Wellman;  W.  R.  Eastman;  N.  D.  C.  Hodges. 


THE  subject  of  Library  Administration  is  so 
broad  that  the  committee  has  been  in  doubt 
as  to  the  scope  of  its  work.  Any  comprehen- 
sive treatment  would  mean  a  large  volume. 
The  committee  determined,  therefore,  to  give 
consideration  to  a  few  definite  subjects  and  es- 
pecially to  recent  developments. 

COST  OF  CATALOGUING,   ETC. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  in  drawing  up 
tables  of  statistics,  with  a  view  to  getting  ac- 
curate figures  on  the  cost  of  getting  a  book  on 
to  the  shelves  of  a  library.  The  attempt  had 
to  be  abandoned.  Dr.  Steiner  in  his  interest- 
ing paper  on  the  subject  could  make  only  a 
vague  guess  as  to  the  cost  in  his  own  library ; 
and  owing  to  the  overlapping  of  the  work  of 
different  departments  and  the  absence  of  suita- 
ble statistics,  it  seems  hardly  feasible  to  get  an 
accurate  estimate  of  this  item  of  expense. 

A  rough  idea  may  be  gained  by  examining 
the  cost  of  recataloguing  various  libraries 
where  outside  assistance  has  been  employed, 
which  shows  usually  a  cost  varying  from  lo 
cents  to  20  cents  per  volume.  This  figure  in- 
cludes a  shelf-Iist,  but  does  not  include  the 
cost  of  ordering  and  accessioning.  It  does  in- 
clude, however,  the  time  spent  in  hunting  up 
and  extracting  old  cards  from  the  catalogue,  and 
in  erasing  old  numbers  on  the  book-plates. 

One  figure  given  to  the  committee  showed  a 
cost  of  cataloguing  amounting  to  only  six  cents 
per  volume. 

In  another  case  an  experienced  library  or- 
ganizer states,  **  With  such  local  help  as  I  can 
train  and  manage  I  can  handle  i  ,000  books  in 
a  month  for  a  small  public  library  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  way.**^  Allowing  a  hundred  dollars 
per  month  for  salaries,  the  cost,  exclusive  of 
supplies,  ordering,  and  shelf-list,  would  be  10 
cents  per  volume. 

At  Brookline,  Mass.,  an  expert  classifier  and 
one  or  two  assistants  have  been  employed  for 
a  year  in  reclassifying  the  library  on  the  deci- 
mal system.    A  highly-paid  classifier  was  se- 


cured so  as  to  ensure  the  best  possible  work.  A 
new  shelf-list  has  been  made  and  the  catalogue 
and  catalogue  cards  have  been  thoroughly  re- 
vised, many  of  the  cards  being  newly  t}'pewrit- 
ten.  The  cataloguing  is  rather  elaborate  with 
many  analytical  cards.  During  the  year  7,347 
volumes  have  been  reclassified  and  the  service 
cost  $1,384.60;  that  is,  18^9  cents  per  vol- 
ume. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  classifier  and 
also  of  the  librarian  that  the  time  consumed  in 
looking  for  books  temporarily  out  of  place,  in 
searching  for  cards  in  the  old  catalogue,— es- 
pecially when  the  previous  cataloguing  nas 
erratic,  —  in  erasing  numbers,  in  cancelling  en- 
tries on  the  old  shelf-list,  and  in  making  over 
imperfect  cards,  has  made  the  work  certainly 
as  great  and  perhaps  greater  than  it  woakl 
have  been  if  the  books  had  been  ordered  and 
set  up  anew.  If  it  had  been  possible,  it  would 
perhaps  have  been  an  economy  to  recatalogoe 
the  books  entirely  anew,  and  throw  away  the 
old  cards  bodily,  rather  than  to  pull  out  eidi 
set  of  cards  and  attempt  to  make  them  over. 
The  cost  of  supplies  hardly  exceeds  i^ 
cents  per  volume,  so  that  20  cents  per  volnme 
is  a  generous  estimate  of  the  cost  of  patting 
non-fiction  on  the  shelves  of  that  library  of 
60,000  volumes.  For  fiction,  of  course,  the 
cost  would  be  very  much  less,  probably  under 
10  cents  per  volume. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  for  the 
ordinary  public  library  of  50,000  volumes  the 
entire  cost  of  getting  a  book  from  the  dealer  to 
the  shelves,  omitting  only  the  cost  of  selecting 
the  books  to  be  purchased,  ranges  from  10  cents 
to  25  cents  per  volume.  This  cost  is  likely  to  be 
materially  reduced  by  the  use  of  the  printed 
catalogue  cards  issued  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, a  report  of  which  follows. 

PRINTED    CATALOGUE    CARDS    ISSUED  BY  THE 
UBRARY  OF    CONGRBSS. 

Through  courtesy  of  the  Librarian  of  Ow- 
gress  a  joint  circular  was  sent  out  containing 
requests  for  information  regarding  the  impfo^ 
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ment  in  the  distribution  or  in  the  form  or  con- 
tents of  the  printed  catalogue  cards  issued  by 
the  Library  of  Congress,  and  also  certain  ques- 
tions regarding  their  use  for  the  enlightenment 
of  the  committee. 

About  1 1  o  replies  were  received,  but  only  70 
of  these  were  from  libraries  where  sufficient 
cards  had  been  used  to  make  the  answers  of 
value.  Of  these,  36  used  the  cards  for  main- 
taining one  card;  catalogue  only,  while  31 
ordered  duplicate  sets  to  provide  for  two  or  more 
catalogues,  in  two  cases  the  number  of  cata- 
logues being  14  and  19  respectively.  Fourteen 
libraries  used  the  cards  also  for  shelf-lists. 

In  five  libraries  it  was  thought  no  saving  of 
time  had  been  effected,  but  in  60  libraries  a 
marked  saving  of  time  was  observed.  In  most 
cases  this  saving  was  estimated,  although  in 
one  or  two  cases  a  similar  result  was  reached 
by  actual  account  of  the  time  consumed  for 
special  lots  of  books  in  ordering,  checking, 
sorting,  and  marking  the  cards,  handling  the 
books,  etc.  The  estimated  saving  ranged  in 
amount  from  ten  to  seventy-five  per  cent.,  and 
the  majority  were  of  the  opinion  that  from 
one-third  to  one-half  of  the  time  of  the  cata- 
loguer was  saved.  A  further  economy  in 
some  instances  resulted  from  the  employment 
of  cheaper  labor  for  the  mechanical  work  of 
ordering  the  cards. 

There  was  pretty  general  agreement  that  the 
stock  of  the  printed  card  is  not  at  present  quite 
equal  to  the  standard  Library  Bureau  stock,  a 
fact  especially  shown  when  erasures  are  neces- 
sary ;  but  there  was  still  greater  agreement  as 
to  the  excellence  of  the  cataloguing.  The  re- 
plies clearly  demonstrated  the  fact  that  cards 
for  current  copyrighted  books  are  received  with 
great  promptness,  nine-tenths  of  them,  perhaps 
more,  within  a  week  of  ordering,  when  the 
library  is  not  too  distant  from  Washington; 
and  in  general  the  same  is  true  of  current  non- 
copyright  or  foreign  books  when  the  cards  are 
ordered  from  the  proofe.  But  delays  are  con- 
siderable and  the  proportion  of  cards  not  sup- 
plied is  large,  when  the  cards  for  foreign  books 
are  ordered  without  first  ascertaining  that  the 
book  has  been  received  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

When  the  cards  can  be  sent  for  at  the  same 
time  that  the  book  is  ordered,  they  are  fre- 


quently received  before  the  book.  When  they 
are  ordered  after  the  book  has  been  received, 
in  most  libraines  it  is  found  feasible  to  place 
the  books  in  circulation  at  once  without  waiting 
for  the  cards,  by  keeping  a  record  on  a  memo- 
randum slip,  which  sometimes  serves  afterward 
as  copy  for  the  printed  bulletin  of  accessions. 
In  large  libraries,  where  more  elaborate  record 
is  needed,  a  temporary  author-card  is  inserted 
in  the  catalogue ;  and  in  small* libraries  simply 
checking  the  receipt  of  the  cards  against  the 
title  in  the  accession  book  is  sufficient  to  en- 
sure that  no  book  slip  through  without  being 
catalogued. 

From  these  facts  your  committee  conclude, 
that  by  ordering  printed  catalogue  cards 
from  the  Library  of  Congress  for  all  current, 
copyrighted  books  (a  class  comprising  most 
of  the  accessions  of  the  ordinary  American 
library),  and  by  ordering  cards  for  other  books 
so  far  as  proofs  are  available  to  show  that  they 
have  been  catalogued,  it  is  now  possible  for 
public  libraries  to  secure  promptly  printed  cata- 
logue cards,  not  only  more  legible  than  manu- 
script cards,  but  vastly  superior  in  fulness  and 
accuracy  to  the  cataloguing  of  the  average 
library,  and  at  the  same  time  costing  less  than 
the  ordinary  manuscript  cataloguing. 

The  advantage  seems  so  great  that  minor 
differences  in  the  form  of  entry,  etc.,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way.* 

Besides  use  in  the  catalogue,  these  printed 
cards  are  now  or  may  be  employed  in  the  fol- 
lowing ways :  for  a  card  shelf-list,  for  a  chrono- 
logical or  accession  list,  for  duplicate  catalogues 
especially  at  branches,  for  special  catalogues  or 
card  bibliographies,  for  copy  for  the  printed 
bulletin,  for  exhibiting  accessions  on  the  bulle- 
tin boards,  for  notices  to  persons  interested  of 
the  receipt  of  special  books,  for  bulletins  of 
accessions  in  schools  or  branches,  possibly  for 
charging  records,  and  —  when  selected  cards 
are  received  without  order  —  as  suggestions  for 
purchases.  Doubtless  with  the  present  ability 
to  procure  these  cards  at  small  cost,  other  im- 
portant uses  for  them  will  soon  be  found. 

We  regard  this  co-operative  cataloguing,  made 

*  In  the  opinion  of  the  chairman,  a  library  formerly 
using  a  card  which  varies  as  much  as  half  an  inch 
in  length  from  the  printed  cards  can  advantageously  use 
the  latter  by  cutting  them  to  the  proper  height. 
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possible  by  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
printed  cards,  as  the  most  important  develop- 
ment in  library  administration  in  recent  years, 
and  unhesitatingly  recommend  its  advantages 
to  libraries  which  have  not  yet  profited  by 
them. 

CO-OPERATIVE  LISTS,   ETC. 

A  useful  series  of  brief  co-operative  lists  for 
free  distribution  among  the  patrons  of  a  library 
has  been  issued  by  the  New  York  Library  As- 
sociation. The  subjects  covered  thus  far  are 
**  The  United  States  and  its  government," 
•'Debating,"  •*  Botany,"  ••  Gardens  and  gar- 
dening," •*  Books  that  most  men  like,"  and 
•*  Stories  of  delicate  workmanship."  These  lists 
are  without  library  numbers  and  each  contains 
a  dozen  or  more  titles  of  books  in  most 
libraries.  By  purchasing  them  from  Mrs.  H. 
L.  Elmendorf,  of  Buffalo,  a  library  is  able  to 
distribute  among  its  patrons  these  attractive 
little  bibliographies  or  bulletins  at  the  extremely 
moderate  outlay  of  fifteen  cents  per  hundred. 

Another  co-operative  enterprise  of  great  value 
is  the  list  of  fiction  for  children  in  preparation 
by  the  Children's  Librarians*  Section  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  This  list  is  to  be  longer  than  the 
New  York  lists,  and  will  eventually  include 
non-fiction,  and  will  be  a  catalogue  or  finding- 
list  of  children's  books.  A  simple  form  of 
numbering  is  to  be  used,  and  by  making  the 
numbering  of  the  children's  books  conform,  it 
should  be  possible  for  libraries  of  the  smallest 
means  to  procure  and  retail  to  their  juvenile 
readers  for  an  almost  nominal  sum  the  best 
catalogue  of  children's  books  that  can  be  devised 
by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  leading  children's 
librarians  in  the  country. 

Other  publications  to  be  recorded  are,  a 
graded  catalogue  of  books  for  school  children 
issued  by  the  Buffalo  Public  Library,  30  cents ; 
a  list  of  the  first  1,000  volumes  for  a  public  li- 
brary, issued  by  the  New  Jersey  commission  as 
an  appendix  to  their  second  report;  the  edi- 
tion of  1902  of  a  **  Suggestive  list  of  books  for 
a  small  library "  recommended  by  the  state 
commissions  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa, 
Nebraska,  Idaho,  and  Delaware ;  and  the  hand- 
book of  library  organization  issued  by  the  Min- 
nesota library  commission  in  co-operation  with 
the  Commissions  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 


HOME  DELIVERY. 

Delivery  of  books  at  the  houses  of  readers  is 
a  new  feature  tried  by  a  few  libraries.  The 
committee  has  received  reports  on  the  subject 
from  Milton,  Somerville,  and  Springfield,  Mast. 

In  Springfield  Mr.  Dana  made  the  experi- 
ment of  sending  in  April,  1901,  i  ,200  droilars, 
offering  to  deliver  books  at  the  door  to  all  card- 
holders in  a  household  once  a  week  for  teo 
weeks,  upon  payment  of  five  cents  per  week  — 
not  per  volume  delivered,  nor  per  individ- 
ual, but  five  cents  per  household. 

A  hundred  and  twenty  households,  represent- 
ing an  average  of  three  borrowers  each,  paid 
for  the  delivery,  and  about  222  volumes  were 
issued  weekly.  Nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  sub- 
scribers were  not  previously  users  of  the  library. 
The  receipts  were  $6  per  week,  and  the  cost  to 
the  library  for  horse-hire  and  the  services  of  a 
high-school  boy,  etc.,  amounted  to  neariy  $10 
per  week. 

The  next  autumn  a  thousand  circulars  were 
sent  out,  ofiering  to  continue  the  home  delivery 
at  the  rate  of  8)  cents  per  week.  Less  than 
sixty  households  subscribed,  and  the  number 
decreased  by  May  i,  1902,  to  thirty-two.  The 
receipts  the  past  year,  therefore,  have  ranged 
from  a  maximum  of  $4.80  to  a  minimim  of  $2.56 
per  week,  and  the  cost  has  averaged  from  $3.75 
to  $4  weekly,  including  $2  per  week  for  horse 
hire. 

This  latter  figure  represents  the  cost  of  dx 
delivery  proper,  and  does  not  include  the  ex- 
pense of  sending  circulars  and  lists  of  books,  or 
of  looking  up  and  charging  the  books. 

The  percentage  of  fiction  issued  in  this  way 
has  been  somewhat  higher  than  that  at  the 
library.  The  most  frequent  complaint  was 
caused  by  the  failiu-e  to  get  the  book  desired, 
especially  the  new  novel.  Generally,  when 
unable  to  fill  an  application,  the  library  cbose 
a  volume  as  a  substitute,  and  many  readers  left 
to  the  library  the  selection  of  books  to  be  sent. 
This  gives  the  library  a  valued  opportunit)*  to 
distribute  good  literature,  but  the  reader  is  not 
always  satisfied,  and  the  labor  involved  is  a 
very  considerable  item. 

In  Somerville  Mr.  Foss  began  last  October 
a  system  of  home  delivery,  conducted  by  school 
boys,  usually  twice  a  week.  Each  boy  has 
assigned  to  him  a  district  containing  about 
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3,000  inhabitants,  and  this  he  is  expected  to 
canvass  thoroughly,  and  to  deliver  and  collect 
books  at  two  cents  per  volume  the  round  trip. 
This  fee  he  pockets  for  his  labor,  and  a  good 
boy  should  earn  about  $1.50  per  week. 

Thus  the  library  is  not  involved  in  the  scheme 
financially,  but  must  devote  much  time  to  or- 
ganizing and  supervising  arrangements  and 
to  selecting  and  managing  the  boys. 

Between  two  and  three  hundred  volumes  are 
delivered  weekly,  and  the  character  of  the  liter- 
ature is  about  the  same  as  that  issued  at  the 
library. 

In  Milton  Miss  Forrest  began,  Jan.  i,  1902, 
a  system  of  home  delivery  covering  sections  of 
the  town  remote  from  the  library,  which  is  paid 
for  by  the  library  without  any  charge  to  the 
borrower.  A  man  is  hired  to  **  make  the  deliv- 
ery on  Thursday  of  each  week,  for  $5  a  delivery, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  price  is  to  re- 
main the  same,  should  the  number  of  books  to 
be  delivered  increase." 

The  messenger  serves  about  eight  hours  per 
week,  and,  of  course,  distributes  call  slips,  bul- 
letins, fine  notices,  etc.  The  delivery  has  in- 
creased from  23  to  80  volumes  per  week,  mak- 
ing the  cost  now  about  seven  cents  per  volume, 
and  fiction  is  only  62  per  cent,  of  the  issue. 
The  home  delivery.  Miss  Forrest  states,  **  has 
increased  the  circulation  and  the  number  of 
card-holders,  and  has  reached  many  residents 
of  the  town  who  have  never  before  used  the 
library." 

These  are  the  facts  so  far  as  ascertained. 
Your  committee  is  unwilling  yet  to  pronounce 
an  opinion,  but  thinks  the  Association  should 
give  careful  consideration  to  the  matter,  with  a 
view  to  weighing  the  pros  and  cons  and  deter- 
mining whether  the  advantages  of  greater  con- 
venience to  readers  and  of  interesting  persons 
not  previously  using  the  library,  outweigh  the 
disadvantage  of  losing  the  benefits  derived  by 
the  reader  from  visiting  the  library  itself. 

LIBRARY    INSTITUTES. 

In  library  work  it  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  provide  capable  and  earnest  librarians.  The 
training  schools  and  the  great  annual  library 
meetings,  supplemented  by  state  associations 
and  local  clubs,  are  doing  essential  work,  but 
the  library  movement  outruns  any  and  all  of 


these  influences.  Small  libraries  are  multiply- 
ing more  rapidly  than  trained  librarians  can  be 
secured,  and  with  resources  far  too  slender  to 
afford  trained  service.  Not  one  library  in  ten, 
in  many  states  not  one  in  twenty,  is  directly 
reached  by  the  most  enthusiastic  or  most  in- 
structive gathering  at  state  or  national  library 
meetings,  or  by  any  of  our  library  schools  or 
training  classes.  Every  state  commission  feefs 
the  necessity  of  going  out  personally  to  talk 
with  trustees  and  librarians  about  the  most  ele- 
mentary and  practical  things. 

From  the  first  it  has  been  a  feature  of  the 
Wisconsin  work  that  those  in  charge  of  travel- 
ling libraries  in  given  districts  have  been  called 
together  to  talk  with  the  librarian  of  the  com- 
mission and  to  compare  notes.  In  Western 
Massachusetts  meetings  of  librarians,  trustees, 
and  townsfolk  have  been  held  at  various  points 
to  learn  from  the  experience  of  representatives 
of  larger  institutions  who  went  expressly  to 
visit  them.  Similar  work  is  doubtless  done  in 
many  of  the  states.  A  systematic  effort  of 
this  kind  is  reported  this  year  from  New 
York. 

Under  the  direction  of  a  special  committee 
of  the  New  York  Library  Association  a  series 
of  institutes  was  held  with  the  distinct  purpose 
of  improving  library  methods.  The  state  was 
divided  into  eleven  districts.  In  three  of  these 
where  there  were  local  library  clubs  the  work 
was  commended  to  their  attention.  For  each 
of  the  other  eight  districts  a  local  secretary 
was  appointed,  furnished  with  a  list  of  libraries, 
and  requested  to  put  himself  at  once  in  com- 
munication with  them,  and  take  steps  to  awaken 
an  interest  in  their  coming  together.  Dates  in 
April  and  May  were  assigned  for  meetings  and 
a  general  program  prepared,  covering  three 
sessions  of  two  to  three  hours  each. 

The  subjects  chosen  presented  in  miniature 
a  somewhat  complete  course  in  library  econ- 
omy. An  evening  of  popular  addresses  to  the 
public  was  also  part  of  the  plan,  and  in  three 
cases  these  were  supplemented  by  a  lantern 
exhibition  of  library  building  plans. 

For  each  institute  a  conductor  was  appointed 
who  called  in  such  help  as  was  available  and 
was  responsible  for  details.  The  first  institute 
opened  April  15,  the  eighth  meeting  closed 
May  10.      Three  meetings  were  held  the  first 
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week,  two  in  the  second  week,  and  three  in 
the  last  week. 

The  interest  shown  was  on  the  whole  ex- 
tremely gratifying.  Numbers  at  the  instruc- 
tional sessions  ranged  from  22  to  75;  at  the 
popular  sessions  from  25  to  200.  The  number 
of  libraries  represented  was  from  8  to  18.  At 
the  largest  gatherings  special  efforts  had  been 
made  to  interest  the  women's  clubs. 

The  topics  were  presented  in  their  very  sim- 
plest terms  and  familiarly  discussed.  Where 
numbers  were  small  the  result  was  probably 
more  valuable  on  that  account  to  those  present. 
The  plan  was  considered  a  success  in  bringing 
together  librarians  of  experience  and  those 
who  lacked  in  this  respect.  The  one  hundred 
and  ten  libraries  reached  were  only  one  in  six 
of  those  invited,  which  fact  offers  a  wide  field 
for  future  effort  in  the  same  direction. 

The  cost  of  such  meetings  and  of  the  organi- 
zation required  to  maintain  them  presents  a 
difHculty.  In  this  case  the  expense  was  practi- 
cally shared  by  the  state  association,  the  state 
library,  and  several  private  individuals  who 
gave  their  services  and  paid  their  own  bills. 
For  many  reasons  it  would  be  desirable  for  the 
state  to  be  wholly  responsible  for  work  like 
this  as  it  is  for  similar  work  with  teachers. 

Whether  conducted  by  state,  club,  or  indi- 
vidual effort,  your  committee  commends  this 
form  of  activity  to  all  who  have  at  heart  effi- 
cient adminbtration  in  the  smallest  libraries. 

STUDENT  HELP. 

In  a  library  staff  where  there  may  be  from 
ten  to  a  hundred  or  more  members,  it  is  certain 
that  the  work  is  not  all  of  the  same  grade,  and 
does  not  all  of  it  require  special  library  train- 
ing. The  question  is  whether  for  minor  posi- 
tions it  is  desirable  to  employ  boy  and  girl 
students  from  high  schools  and  local  colleges. 

With  reference  to  pages,  every  librarian 
knows  that  there  is  no  future  in  a  library  for  the 
boy  of  fourteen  who  leaves  school  to  accept  a 
position  as  page.  The  boy  is  tempted  by  the 
pay,  but  after  being  in  the  library  three  or  four 
years  he  has  received  little  training  which  is  of 
advantage  in  the  business  world.  Some  libra- 
rians report  that  their  pages  secure  good  posi- 
tions in  offices  and  factories,  but  the  majority 
would  consider  it  an  injury  to  a  boy  of  limited 


education  to  tempt  him  into  a  library  as  a 
page. 

The    libraries    which    report    favorably  on 
student  help  are :  the  Detroit  Public  Library, 
where  school  boys  have    been  employed  as 
pages;    the  Cleveland  Public,  where  student 
help  both  from  colleges  and  high  school  has 
been    employed     for    evening     assignments, 
dinner    hours,  and  half-holidays;     the    John 
Crerar  Library,  for  evening  service  only;  the 
Chicago  Public,  which  is  now  working  onder 
civil  service  rules,  which  prohibits  any  preiier- 
ence  being  given  to  special  classes  of  appli- 
cants, but  formerly  got  satisfactory  results  firom 
student  helpers  '*who,  as  a  rule,  are  bright 
and  good  workers ; "    the   Providence  (R.I.) 
Public,   which  employs  students  from  Brown 
University  as  clerks  during  the   evening  and 
pupils    from   the    high    schools   as  pages  — 
••These    have     frequentlj  been    students  of 
much  force  of  character  (who,  perhaps,  other- 
wbe  would  not  have  undertaken  anything  so 
laborious)   and  we  have   profited  firom  their 
characteristic    ability ; ''     the    Salem,    Mass., 
Public  Library,  where  high  school  boys  ha?c 
been  employed ;  the  Case  Library,  at  Qeveland, 
with  a  limited  experience  of    two    instances 
only;  the  Boston  Athenseum,  which  has  em- 
ployed college  students  for  Sunday  duty  '•  vciy 
successfully    in   our    particular    case."     .Mr. 
Bolton  remarks:  ••  This  is  a  serious  problem, 
but  I  fear  there  is  no  solution  unless  the  boj^s 
will  study,  —  few  will ; "  the  Amherst  College 
Library,  which   has  employed    Amherst  stn- 
dents ;  the  Boston  Public,  where  student  help 
has  been  used  for  Sunday  and  evening  service 
and    for   extra     work    on     Saturdays,  —  Mr. 
Whitney  states    that    the   results  have   been 
very     favorable;      the     Minneapolis     Public 
Library,  —  Dr.    Hosmer  reports:    •' We  have 
had  excellent  service  from  university  and  high 
school    students  and    see    no   reason  against 
employing  them ; "  the  Lowell,  Mass.,  PubBc 
Library  and  the  Brooklyn  Library,  where  the/ 
have  just  begun  to  engage  high  school  bors 
••  for  evening  work  and  find  them  much  better 
than  ordinary  pages  —  more    intelligent  and 
more  interested;"  and,  finally,  the  Worcester. 
Mass.,  Public  —  Mr.  Green  emphatically  states 
that,  in  view  of  their  experience,  he  looks  ^-ery 
favorably  on  the  employment  of  school  bojs 
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and  girls  and  college  students,  as  the  library 
offers  no  future  for  employees  of  limited 
education. 

On  the  other  hand,  Dr.  Canfield,  of  the 
Columbia  University  Library,  writes :  •*  I  have 
used  what  is  called  '  student  help  ^  by  the  hour 
in  several  institutions  before  coming  here  — 
both  in  the  library  and  elsewhere  —  and  have 
always  found  it  the  most  expensive  and  least 
effective  service  that  could  be  secured,"  and 
adds  that  it  is  not  possible  to  offer  a  fairly 
well-educated,  bright,  ambitious  boy  sufficient 
inducement  to  remain  in  the  library.  It  is 
generally  true  that  **  as  soon  as  we  have  a  boy 
thoroughly  well  trained  as  a  page,  some  down- 
town office  gathers  him  in  and  we  are  obliged 
to  begin  over  again."  Miss  Lord,  of  Bryn 
Mawr  College  Library,  gives  it  as  her  experi- 
ence that  *'  such  amateur  work  is  not  of  suffi- 
cient money  value  to  the  college  to  pay  the 
students  enough  to  amount  to  real  help ;  he  or 
she  had  better  borrow  the  same  amount  of 
money  and  finish  in  a  shorter  time,  and  the 
library  had  much  better  get  assistants  giving 
their  time  and  undivided  interest  to  its  work ;  " 
Mr.  Collins,  the  reference  librarian  at  Prince- 
ton, is  also  inclined  to  the  belief  that  college 
students  ought  to  be  able  to  get  more  remu- 
nerative side  jobs.  Mr.  Anderson,  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  at  Pittsburgh,  reports  that 
they  have  tried  student  help,  but  do  not  ap- 
prove of  it.  Mr.  Crunden,  of  St.  Louis,  states 
that  formerly  student  help  was  used  in  St. 
Louis,  but  he  does  not  believe  it  a  good  policy ; 
most  of  the  boys  drop  out  after  two  or  three 
years  and  seek  positions  elsewhere.  An  effort 
is  made  to  stimulate  the  boys  to  study  and  the 
reading  of  good  books. 

In  view  of  the  above  testimony,  and  not- 
withstanding some  adverse  criticism,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  that  in  many  in- 
stances by  employing  college  students  for 
special  work,  intelligent  and  cultured  service 
can  be  secured  at  a  low  cost ;  and  that  in  gen- 


eral by  hiring  high  school  students  by  the  hour 
to  serve  as  pages  and  in  other  minor  positions, 
a  more  intelligent  worker  can  be  retained  at 
less  cost,  and  without  cumbering  the  staff  with 
permanent  employees  who  as  their  time  of  ser- 
vice lengthens  will  naturally  clamor  for  ad- 
vancement to  positions  for  which  lack  of  gen- 
eral education  renders  them  unfit. 

RENEWAL   BY  TELEPHONE. 

The  question  of  allowing  renewal  by  tele- 
phone has  been  discussed  at  some  length  in 
the  library  periodicals.  Your  committee  simply 
call  attention  to  the  purpose  of  requiring  a  re- 
newal, which  is  to  force  the  borrower  to  take  a 
certain  amount  of  trouble  in  order  to  retain  a 
book  after  it  is  due,  this  with  a  view  to  ensur- 
ing its  being  returned  and  made  available  for 
other  readers  unless  the  first  reader  really 
desires  to  use  it,  in  which  case  he  will  take  the 
necessary  pains  to  have  the  time  extended. 
Your  committee  are  not  certain  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  are  benefited  more  by  the 
convenience  of  using  the  telephone  in  cases  of 
legitimate  renewal  than  they  are  harmed  by 
its  abuse  in  cases  where  the  borrower  merely 
wishes  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  returning  on 
time  a  book  which  he  has  finished  reading ;  and 
we  suggest  this  question  for  discussion. 

FINES. 

Many  of  the  poorer  patrons  of  a  library, 
especially  children,  are  debarred  from  using  it 
because  of  having  incurred  small  fines  which 
they  are  really  unable  to  pay.  A  two-cent 
fine  often  deprives  such  persons  of  the  privi- 
lege of  ever  again  drawing  books.  We  repeat 
the  suggestion,  which  has  been  made  before, 
that  for  young  children  at  least,  an  alternate 
penalty  be  fixed, !so  that  deprivation  of  library 
privileges  for  a  certain  period  may  be  consid- 
ered as  equivalent  to  the  payment  of  a  small 
fine,  and  thus  readers  may  not  be  driven  per- 
manently from  the  library *s  influence. 
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REPORT  OF    COMMITTEE  ON  PUBUC  DOCUMENTS. 
By  Roland  P.  Falknek, 


VOUR  Committee  on  Public  Documents  de- 
sires, before  presenting  its  report,  to  express 
its  regret  at  the  retirement  of  its  former  chair- 
man, Mr.  R.  R.  Bowker.and  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  efficiency  of  his  long  continued  service. 
He  lias  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of 
legislation.  During  hb  connection  with  the 
committee  some  of  the  most  glaring  defects  in 
the  system  of  printing  and  distributing  the 
public  documents  of  the  United  States  have 
been  removed,  and  to  this  result  his  efforts 
bave  contributed  in  no  mean  degree.  His 
successor  knows  no  better  program  for  the 
work  of  the  committee,  than  to  follow  the 
course  marked  out  by  Mr.  Bowker. 

LEGISLATION. 

No  legislation  affecting  the  public  documents 
has  been  accomplished  by  the  present  Con- 
gres.^.  Two  measures  of  interest  to  librarians 
are  before  it.  One  authorizes  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents  to  distribute  to  libraries 
the  first  editions  of  the  Nautical  Almanac  and 
American  Ephemeris  instead  of  the  second 
editions  as  heretofore.*  A  second  measure  b 
of  wider  interest.  A  bill,  Senate  4261,  pro- 
viding in  substance  that  the  publications  of  the 
executive  offices  shall  be  issued  to  libraries  as 
soon  as  they  are  printed,  has  passed  the  Senate 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  text  of  the  bill  is  appended  to  this  report. 
It  provides  no  general  amendment  of  the  exit- 
ing laws,  but  contains  a  few  simple  provisions 
of  especial  interest  to  libraries.  Besides  the 
features  already  noted,  It  increases  the  number 
of  volumes  at  the  disposal  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Documents  for  distribution  to  600.  At 
the  present  time  the  law  does  not  give  him  a 
sufficient  number  to  meet  the  demand  were  all 
possible  depositories  actually  designated. 

Thb  Association  has  placed  itself  on  record 
over  and  over  again  in  favor  of  a  more  expedi- 


tious delivery  of  public  documents  to  deposito- 
ries. The  Superintendent  of  Documents  ha 
kindly  fiirobhed  tables  showing  the  date  of  de- 
livery to  libraries  of  some  of  the  more  impor- 
tant annual  publications.  These  have  been 
selected  because  the  offices  in  question  an 
generally  prompt  in  bsuing  their  reports.  As- 
suming that  the  cloth-bound  bsues  are  ready 
January  i  of  the  year  following  the  close  of  ik 
fiscal  year,  the  following  table  shows  the  ap- 
proximate delay  in  dbtributlng  thera  to  depos- 


it shows  that  from  a  period  of  three  to  (our 
years  the  interval  between  printing  and  disoi- 
bution  has  been  reduced  to  a  little  overa>-e)r. 
This  probably  represents  the  maximum  whlck 
can  be  obtained  under  the  present  law,  and  tht 
zeal  and  energy  of  the  Superintendent  can  ac- 
complish nothing  further  in  this  direction  with- 
out modification  of  the  law.  Even  at  the 
present  time  the  date  which  intervenes  betwen 
the  first  publication  of  the  regular  reports  aal 
the  issue  of  the  same  in  the  sheep-bcHind  fbni 
to  libraries  b  considerable  aad  vexatious.  To 
eliminate  this  delay  is  an  object  much  to  be  d^ 
sired.  Not  only  will  it  obviate  the  necessiff 
of  securing,  in  the  case  of  the  larger  libraria. 
duplicate  copies  of  these  volumes,  but  il  wiE 
probably  secure  to  these  libraries  the  recciptof 
the  cloth-bound  issues  at  an  earlier  date  tin) 
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they  would  be  obtained  through  private  cor- 
respondence. 

As  respects  the  scope  of  the  act  it  suffices  to 
say  that  it  does  not  apply  to  publications  pre- 
pared by  Congress  only,  and  would,  therefore, 
have  no  reference  to  the  House  and  Senate 
reports.  The  Senate  documents  of  the  56th 
Congress,  second  session,  comprise  34  volumes, 
of  which  15  would  not  have  been  affected  by 
such  a  law,  giving  an  immediate  distribution 
of  19  volumes.  The  House  documents  num- 
bered 137  volumes  and  of  these  17  volumes 
only  have  been  undisturbed  by  such  a  law, 
giving  an  immediate  distribution  of  120 
volumes.  This  would  have  left  for  distribution 
in  the  document  form  43  volumes  (including 
the  reports)  instead  of  182  as  the  matter  actu- 
ally stood. 

As  the  passage  of  the  bill  described  would 
remove  the  most  serious  inconvenience  in  the 
present  method  of  distributing  documents, 
your  committee  presents  a  resolution  express- 
ing the  approval  of  the  Association  of  this 
measure. 

There  are,  of  course,  a  few  other  matters 
connected  with  the  federal  documents  which 
might  appropriately  be  the  subject  of  sugges- 
tion or  recommendation  on  the  part  of  the 
Association. 

1 .  All  who  have  occasion  to  use  those  vol- 
umes of  documents  which  contain  a  large  num- 
ber of  separate  issues  have  appreciated  the 
difficulty  in  finding  such  as  are  desired.  A 
return  to  the  old  method  of  printing  the  docu- 
ment number  on  each  page  of  the  document 
would  avoid  this  inconvenience. 

2.  Beginning  with  the  3d  session  of  the 
53d  Congress  the  bound  volumes  of  the  Con- 
gressional Record  issued  to  depository  libraries 
have  borne  no  indication  of  the  dates  covered 
by  each  volume.  The  inconvenience  which 
results  from  this  omission,  since  a  majority  of 
references  in  the  Record  are  by  date  and  not 
by  volume  or  Congress,  has  been  felt  by  libra- 
rians generally.  Here,  again,  a  return  to  the 
old  method  of  lettering  the  backs  of  the  vol- 
umes would  be  desirable. 

3.  The  inadequacy  of  the  indexing  of  the 
Congressional  Record  is  a  source  of  constant 
trial  to  those  who  have  to  use  it.  The  index 
at  present  is  purely  a  title  index,  and  in  no 


sense  of  the  word  a  subject  index.  In  view  of 
the  wide  latitude  permitted  for  debate  on  cer- 
tain measures,  such  as  appropriation  bills,  it 
frequently  happens  that  the  most  important 
speeches  are  indexed  under  titles  which  give 
absolutely  no  clue  to  their  contents.  A  single 
illustration  from  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress will  suffice.  Before  the  introduction  of 
the  Cuban  reciprocity  bill  there  had  been  no 
less  than  five  speeches  dealing  with  the  rela- 
tions of  the  United  ^States  with  Cuba.  The 
indexes  to  the  Congressional  Record  ^o  not,  how- 
ever, enable  the  searcher  to  discover  the  fact. 
It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned 
if  the  indexes  at  least  to  the  bound  volumes 
were  made  much  fuller,  and  while  preserving 
the  excellent  features  of  the  present  index 
should  add  the  subject  feature  also.  The  ad- 
ditional cost  of  such  work  would  be  amply  re- 
paid by  the  benefit  derived. 

It  has  been  deemed  proper  by  your  commit- 
tee to  make  these  matters  the  subjects  of  ap- 
propriate resolutions. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  year  past  has  been  particularly  rich  in 
publications  concerning  the  federal  documents. 
The  Superintendent  of  Documents  has  issued 
the  document  index  for  the  56th  Congress,  ist 
session,  and  also  for  the  56th  Congress,  2d 
session.  The  latter  has  not  yet  been  distrib- 
uted in  the  sheep-bound  edition.  If  the  law 
already  noted  were  in  force  this  document 
would  already  be  in  the  libraries  and  the  docu- 
ments of  the  56th  Congress,  2d  session,  would 
not  lack  a  key. 

A  comprehensive  catalogue  for  the  55th 
Congress  has  also  been  issued.  The  advantage 
of  having  all  the  matter  pertaining  to  different 
sessions  of  the  same  Congress  in  one  volume 
is  plainly  shown  by  an  examination  of  the 
present  issue. 

The  most  noteworthy  achievement  of  the 
year  has  been  the  publication  of  the  tables  and 
index  of  the  Congressional  documents  from  the 
15th  Congress,  18 17-18,  to  the  close  of  the 
52d  Congress,  March]  3,  1893.  This  work 
repeats  substantially  (with  24  exceptions 
only)  the  serial  numbers  given  in  the  earlier 
check  list  of  the  office,  with  fuller  bibliograph- 
ical notes  respecting  the  contents  of  the  several 
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volumes,    noting    especially    irregularities    in 
numbering  and  omissions.     The  second  part 
of  the  work  is  an  index  to  the  more  important 
documents  included  in  the  sets.    It  is  an  index 
of  titles,  and  certain  of  the  more  frequently  re- 
curring items  of  personal  or  temporary  interest 
have  been  omitted.     In  a  work  of  this  magni- 
tude one  is  tempted  to  utter  a  wish  that  even 
more  might  have  been  omitted.    A  complete 
index  by  subjects  would  be,  however,  too  great 
a  task  to  be  undertaken.     In  a  notice  of  the 
work  in   the  Library  Journal^  the  reviewer 
states  that  one  of  the  documents  here  repre- 
sented by  single  entry  requires  in  an  analytical 
treatment  over  150  entries,  and  this  gives  an 
inkling  of  what  would  be  necessary  in  a  com- 
plete analysis  of  the  volumes. 

This  volume,  the  most  valuable  key  to  the 
public  documents  of  the  United  States  which 
has  thus  far  been  printed,  is  one  of  a  series  in 
preparation  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents.  Of  the  remaining  volumes,  one 
will  include  the  Congressional  documents  be- 
fore the  15th  Congress,  the  other  the  Depart- 
ment documents.  When  this  work,  already  far 
advanced,  shall  have  been  completed,  we  shall 
have  with  the  comprehensive  catalogues  a 
complete  key  to  all  of  the  documents  issued  by 
the  United  States  government  so  far  as  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  has 
been  able  to  discover  them. 

The  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments has  also  prepared  for  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
a  list  by  years  of  the  speeches,  reports,  and 
public  documents  relating  to  the  navy  of  the 
United  States  from  1880  to  1901,  intended  as 
a  documentary  histor>'  of  the  new  navy.  It 
has  also  begun  the  publication  of  price  lists  on 
special  subjects  which  are  not  comprehensive 
bibliographies,  as  they  give  only  those  books 
which  are  in  his  office  for  sale,  but  are  still 
useful  guides  of  the  subjects  of  which  they 
treat.  A  list  on  irrigation  and  another  on 
labor,  industries,  trusts,  and  immigration  have 
already  been  issued;  one  relating  to  inter- 
oceanic  canals,  ship  subsidy,  commerce  and 
transportation.  Pacific  railroads,  and  statistics 
will  shortly  be  issued. 

General  Greely^s  listof  the  public  documents, 
1st  to  14th  Congress,  has  also  been  published 


since  the  last  report  of  this  committee.    This 
list  divides  the  documents  into  four  classes— 
Senate  documents  and  reports.  House  docu- 
ments and  reports,  and  gives  a  chronological 
list  of  each  class.     Notes  also  indicate  the 
libraries  in  which  the  documents  can  be  foond. 
In  certain  directions,  aids  in  the  use  of  tbe 
government  documents  can  be  found  in  other 
publications  issued  during  the  year.    A  serial 
finding  list.  Senate  Document  238,  56th  Con- 
gress, 2d  session,  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Baker,  assist- 
ant librarian  of  the  Senate  library,  contains  a 
record  of  the  places  in  the  sheep-bound  volumes 
of  most  of  the  important  serial  publicatioos, 
which  will  be  very  useful  for  libraries  which  are 
unable  to  have  special  sets  of  reports  or  whose 
sheep-bound  volumes  do  not  bear  the  serial 
number.     Bulletin    177,  of  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey,  is  a  catalogue  and  index  of 
the  publications  of  the   Survey  from  1880  to 
1901.      Bulletin    51    of    tbe     United    States 
National  Museum  is  a  check-list  and  index  of 
the  publications  of  that  office.     Useful  bibfio^ 
raphies  of  special  subjects  are  found  in  some 
of  the  recent  publications  of  the  Library  of 
Congress.    A  list  of  books  on  trusts  notes  the 
articles  in  the  consular  reports  dealing  witk 
this  subject.     Lists  upon  irrigation  and  reci- 
procity note  all  of  the  documents  upon  these 
subjects,  while  a  second  edition  on  merouitik 
subsidies  will  contain  references  to  alldooh 
ments  bearing  upon   shipping  and  mail  coo- 
tracts. 

STATE  DOCUMENTS. 

As  the  National  Association  of  State  Libra- 
rians will  present  a  report  upon  the  binding 
and  distribution  of  the  state  documents,  rour 
committee  must  refrain  from  discussing  what 
is  desirable  in  legislation  or  noting  a  number 
of  valuable  suggestions  received  from  a  number 
of  state  librarians  and  confine  itself  to  stat- 
ing what  has  been  accomplished  since  its 
last  report  was  presented.  Inquiries  addressed 
to  the  state  librarians  have  elicited  replies  6tJo 
all  but  twelve  and  it  is  probable  that  these  ^ 
nothing  of  interest  to  report  to  the  Assoda- . 
tion. 

Since  the  last  report  of  this  committee  the 
state  of  Alabama  has  established  a  £>epart]oeot 
of  Archives  and  Hbtory  which  unites  sooetf 
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the  functions  of  the  state  library  and  a  state 
historical  association.  Connecticut  has  au- 
thorized the  state  comptroller  to  print  375 
additional  copies  of  state  reports,  to  furnish  to 
the  state  librarian  a  sufficient  number  for  ex- 
change purposes,  and  to  distribute  the  re- 
mainder to  such  public  libraries  in  the  state  as 
may  apply  for  them.  Iowa  has  increased  the 
number  of  documents  printed  and  placed  500 
copies  at  the  disposal  of  the  state  library  com- 
mission. It  has  also  provided  more  generous 
editions  of  some  of  the  special  reports. 
Rhode  Island  in  1901  created  the  office  of 
state  librarian,  and  in  the  present  year  has 
authorized  that  officer  to  exchange  publica- 
tions with  nations,  states  and  municipalities, 
and  to  make  requisition  upon  state  officers 
for  the  documents  required  for  this  pur- 
pose. South  Dakota  (March  9,  1901)  in  its 
general  printing  law  provides  that  the  secretary 
of  state  shall  distribute  journals,  public  docu- 
ments, and  statutes  to  each  state  and  territorial 
library,  and  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  Wash- 
ington by  law  of  March  6,  1901 ,  provides  that 
the  reports  of  state  officials  shall  be  bound  in 
collected  form  as  public  documents,  assigns  a 
certain  number  to  the  state  library  and  to  the 
educational  institutions  of  the  state,  and  fur- 
nishes 50  copies  to  the  state  library  commission 
for  exchange  with  other  states.  California  and 
Montana  report  that  the  next  legislature  will 
be  asked  to  provide  a  suitable  exchange  system. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

During  the  past  year  the  principal  publi- 
cations of  bibliographic  interest  relate  to 
Kansas.  The  State  Library  has  issued  a  cata- 
logue of  its  Law  Library,  and  the  State  His- 
torical Society  has  issued  a  list  of  the  Kan- 
sas state  and  territorial  documents  in  its 
library.  The  somewhat  earlier  publications 
of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library,  its 
catalogue  of  1900  and  its  publication  No.  3, 
•*  Territorial  records  of  Illinois,  1809-1811," 
have  not  been  previously  noted  in  these  re- 
ports. The  check  lists  in  the  reports  of  the 
State  Librarian  of  Pennsylvania  for  1900  and 
1901,  and  of  New  Jersey  for  1900,  have  also 
escaped  attention.  Important  bibliographic 
work  is  in  progress  in  some  of  the  state  libra- 
ries.    Wisconsin  is  preparing  an  index  to  its 


public  documents.  Indiana  has  classified  and 
catalogued  all  the  state  documents  in  the 
library,  and  proposes  to  print  these  catalogues 
in  the  forthcoming  report  of  the  library.  The 
New  York  State  Library  has  almost  completed 
an  index  of  New  York  Senate  and  Assembly 
documents,  which  they  hope  to  publish  soon, 
probably  within  the  next  year.  To  render 
more  available  the  material  contained  in  the 
governors^  messages  of  the  various  states,  it 
has  analyzed  and  classified  messages  of  1902 
so  that  the  recommendations  on  any  particular 
subject  may  be  consulted  easily.  In  the  fall  it 
will  publish  a  brief  topical  digest  of  these  mes- 
sages. 

During  1901  more  than  40  new  state  boards 
and  offices  were  created.  A  number  of  old 
boards  were  reorganized  under  new  names  and 
several  were  abolished.  Besides  these,  various 
new  state  institutions  were  created.  These 
numerous  creations,  changes  of  name,  and  con- 
solidations make  the  task  of  the  librarian  who 
attempts  to  keep  a  complete  file  of  state  docu- 
ments extremely  difficult.  The  "Annual  sum- 
mary and  index  of  state  legislation  *^  will  be 
altered  to  show  in  concise  form  the  annual 
changes  in  state  boards  and  officers. 

The  reports  of  special  investigating  commis- 
sions are  usually  the  most  valuable  and  most 
difficult  to  obtain  of  the  state  documents.  After 
two  or  three  years  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
secure  one  of  these  special  reports.  To  enable 
librarians  to  better  keep  track  of  them  as  they 
are  issued,  it  is  proposed  to  include  in  the  sum- 
mary and  index  of  legislation  a  list  of  special 
investigations  ordered  each  year. 

ARCHIVES. 

Considerable  progress  is  being  made  in  pre- 
serving and  making  available  the  early  archives 
of  the  various  states.  Connecticut  has  made 
provision  for  editing  and  printing  the  state 
archives  from  1780- 1788.  In  the  Virginia  State 
Library  there  is  a  large  collection  of  valuable 
unpublished  manuscripts  which  is  now  being 
arranged  and  catalogued.  The  librarian  ex- 
presses the  hope  that  before  long  at  least  the 
more  important  material  may  be  published.  In 
the  last  report  of  the  American  Historical  As- 
sociation Professor  Osgood  has  published  an 
important  report  on  the  archives  of  New  York 
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state.  The  publication  by  Mr.  Ford,  of  the 
Massachusetts  House  Journal  of  171 5.  is  an- 
other evidence  of  the  same  interest. 

The  committee  notes  with  pleasure  the 
appearance  of  the  first  part  of  Miss  Hasse^s 
book  upon  the  cataloguing  of  public  documents, 
which  will  undoubtedly  increase  the  interest  in 
public  documents  in  the  libraries  generally. 
The  inclusion  of  a  course  in  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  public  documents  in  the  summer  course 
of  the  Wisconsin  Library  Commission  is  further 
evidence  of  a  gratifying  increase  of  interest  in 
documents. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  desires  to  sub- 
mit the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation respectfully  urge  upon  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives the  early  consideration  and  passage 
of  Senate  Bill  4261  relating  to  the  distribution 
of  public  documents.  The  libraries  of  the 
country  are  vitally  interested  in  the  success  of 
this  measure  which  would  ^eatly  increase  the 
use  of  the  official  publications  of  the  United 
States  in  libraries,  and  enable  them  to  give 
a  more  efficient  public  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  Associa- 
tion be  authorized  to  communicate  with  the 
Public  Printer  and  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Printing  of  Congress,  calling  attention  to  the 
desirability  of  a  return  to  old  customs  in  the 
issue  of  public  documents  respecting 

1.  The  printing  of  document  number  on 
every  page  of  numbered  documents. 

2.  The  lettering  of  the  bound  volumes  of  the 
Congressional  Record  in  such  manner  as  to 
show  the  dates  covered  by  the  contents  of  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  this  As- 
sociation be  authorized  to  communicate  with 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  of  Congress, 
urging  a  more  copious  Index  to  the  Congres- 
sionat Record.  Without  omitting  any  features 
of  the  present  Index,  this  Association  deems 
it  highly  desirable  that  the  scope  of  the  Index 
be  so  enlarged  as  to  include  references 
to  the  subject  of  debates,  in  addition  to  the 
record  of  bills,  resolutions,  and  other  formal 
titles  under  which  debate  arises. 

The  bill  (S.  4261)  for  a  better  distribution 
of  documents  to  libraries,  previously  referred 
to,  is  as  follows : 


A   BILL 

To  provide  for  priniimg',  and  himdim^  in  doU,  rnddi- 
iioual  copies  of  the  Jirtt  edition  of  g^overumemt  deem- 
menis  and  publicationM  for  distrihntiom  to  the 
designated  depository  libraries  im  lien  of  the  ske^ 
bound  copies  of  the  docnnsemt  edition,  so  cedled^  mam 
supplied  to  said  libraries. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  amd  Honse  of  RepreseaU' 
tives  oj  the  United  States  of  America  in  Comgrtu  as- 
sembled. That  whenever  anj  anaaal  report,  serial, 
periodical,  or  miscellaneons  pablication  of  an  ezecntm 
department,  bureau,  board,  commission,  or  office  of  the 
government  shall  be  ordered  printed  upon  the  reqaisitioB 
of  the  head  thereof,  or  upon  the  order  of  Congress  or 
either  House  thereof,  the  public  printer  shall  print  ux 
hundred  copies  in  addition  to  the  number  named  is  the 
requisition  or  order  of  Congress,  unless  previoas!7 
ordered,  to  be  known  as  the  **  library  edition,*'  for  distri- 
bution by  the  superintendent  of  documents  to  state  asd 
territorial  libraries  and  desigrnated  depositories  \preniti^ 
that  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  confidential  matter,  blink 
forms,  or  circular  letters. 

Section  a.  That  Congressional  numbers  shall  not  be 
printed  upon  any  of  the  documents  or  reports  provided 
for  distribution  to  state  and  territorial  libraries  asd 
designated  depositories  under  the  provisions  of  secdos 
one  of  this  Act. 

Sect.  3.  That  in  binding  the  library  edition  the  best 
grades  of  cloth  shall  be  used,  and  the  public  printer  sJiall, 
as  far  as  practicable,  assign  a  distinctive  color  to  the 
binding  of  the  publications  of  each  department  and  oAce, 
and  when  a  color  has  been  assigned  the  same  shall  doc 
be  changed ;  and,  to  insure  prompt  delivery,  the  {wblk 
printer  shall  give  precedence  in  binding  tn  docmneiiis 
intended  for  distribution  to  libraries  and  depositories. 

Sect.  4.  That  whenever  any  printing  shall  be  dooe 
upon  the  order  of  Congress  or  either  House  thereof,  or 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  head  of  an  executive  dq«tt 
nient,  bureau,  board, commission,  office,  or  Congressioaal 
committee,  except  matter  marked  confidential,  blaak 
forms,  and  circular  letters,  two  copies  shall  be  sect,  u 
soon  as  printed,  by  the  public  printer,  if  printed  at  the 
Government  Printing  Office  or  any  branch  thereof,  or  by 
the  head  of  the  office  upon  whose  order  the  same  va$ 
printed  if  printed  elsewhere,  to  the  superintendeat  af 
documents  for  entry  in  the  monthly  catalogue;  tad 
whenever  the  injunction  of  secrecy  has  t>een  remored 
from  any  document  printed  as  confidential,  two  copies  0/ 
the  same  shall  be  sent  by  the  proper  official  to  the  «npe-- 
intendent  of  documents. 

Sect.  5.  That  beginning  with  the  first  session  of  tbe 
Fifty-eighth  Congress,  the  public  printer  shall  deliS-ert» 
the  superintendent  of  documents  for  distribution  to  sate 
and  territorial  libraries  and  designated  depositories, 
bound,  of  House  documents  and  reports  and  of  Seaate 
documents  and  reports,  except  those  included  ia  dse 
library  edition,  each  six  hundred  copies. 

Sect.  6.  That  all  laws  in  conflict  with  the  proTisicDj 
of  this  Act  are  hereby  repealed. 
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REPORT  ON  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS  TO  AMERICAN  LIBRARIES,   1901-1902. 

By  George  Watson  Cole. 


The  period  covered  by  this  report  is  from 
July  I,  1901,  to  June  i,  1902,  or  eleven  months. 
As  a  rule  it  includes  single  gifts  of  $500  or 
more  in  money,  as  well  as  those  of  250  vol- 
umes and  over.  Other  noteworthy  gifts,  not 
strictly  falling  within  these  limits,  have  been 
included,  together  with  some  that  have  hith- 
erto escaped  notice  in  these  reports. 

The  total  number  here  recorded  is  721,  rep-, 
resenting  a  money  value  of  $11,974,298.54,  of 
which  $2,705,247,91  was  donated  for  endow- 
ments, running  expenses,  etc.,  and  the  re- 
maining $9,269,050.63  for  the  erection  of 
library  buildings,  sites,  etc.  Of  this  latter 
amount  $7,604,000  was  contributed  by  An- 
drew Carnegie  to  234  libraries,  214  of  which 
are  in  this  country  and  to  which  he  has  given 
$6,359,000.  In  addition  to  this  sum  for  the 
erection  of  buildings,  gifts  have  been  made  of 
23  buildings  and  27  sites  upon  which  no  valu- 
ation has  been  placed.  To  complete  this  sur- 
vey we  must  also  take  into  account  177,669 
volumes  and  97,oi6  pamphlets  (some  of  great 
value)  which  have  been  presented  to  various 
institutions  throughout  the  land,  as  well  as 
gifts  of  a  special  character,  as  works  ot 
art,  museum  specimens,  etc. 

If  the  total  number  exceeds  that  recorded 
in  my  former  report,  which  covered  a  period 
of  thirteen  months,  it  is  probably  due  to  the 
fact  that  a  more  careful  examination  has  been 
made  of  the  library  periodicals  of  the  interval 
covered — viz.,  the  Library  Journal,  Public 
Libraries  and  Public  Library  Bulletin,  from 
which  much  of  the  information  herein  con- 
tained has  been  gathered.  A  more  extended 
application  for  information  has  also  been 
made  to  the  libraries  themselves.  Their  num- 
ber, however,  is  so  large  that  it  has  been 
found  impracticable  to  reach  them  all,  espe- 
cially the  smaller  ones,  by  personal  corre- 
spondence. In  order,  therefore,  to  secure  the 
fullest  information  possible  from  sources  other 
than  those  already  named  the  library  com- 
missions of  each  state,  so  far  as  they  exist, 
were,  as  last  year,  asked  to  contribute  infor- 


mation concerning  the  gifts  made  in  each  of 
their  states. 

I  was  much  surprised  to  learn  that 
most  of  the  state  commissioners  do  not 
attempt  to  keep  a  systematic  record  of  the 
gifts  made  within  their  respective  jurisdic 
lions.  It  would  seem  that  nothing  could  do 
more  to  stimulate  a  liberal  spirit  towards 
libraries  than  by  carefully  keeping  such  a 
record  and  giving  it  as  great  publicity  as 
possible.  Nothing  could  be  better  adapted  to 
excite  a  noble  emulation  among  those  inter- 
ested in  libraries  to  contribute  of  their  means 
for  the  establishment  and  support  of  these 
universities  of  the  people.  If  some  states, 
therefore,  appear  in  this  report  to  have  re- 
ceived more  than  their  proportional  share  of 
donations,  it  is  largely  due,  no  doubt,  to  the 
fact  that  the  library  commissions  in  those 
states  have  been  more  alive  to  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  keeping  the  people  fully 
informed  as  to  what  is  being  done  toward 
the  founding  and  maintenance  of  libraries. 

The  thanks  of  the  compiler  are  extended 
to  all  who  have  assisted  him  by  furnishing 
any  portion,  however  small,  of  the  informa- 
tion embodied  in  the  list  which  follows. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  while  there  are  a 
greater  number  of  individual  gifts  in  this 
year's  report,  the  average  amount,  as  well  as 
the  grand  total,  is  considerably  below  that  of 
last  year.  This  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part, 
by  the  change  of  policy  adopted  by  the  chief 
donor  to  American  libraries,  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Last  year's  report  contained  the 
announcement  of  his  gifts  to  the  largest  cities 
in  the  country,  in  amounts  which  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  case  can  never  be  repeated. 
And  just  here  it  may  be  said  that  the  zeal  of 
the  reporter  carried  him  so  far  as  to  include 
two  or  three  of  these  gifts,  which  were  an- 
nounced between  the  Waukesha  Conference 
and  the  appearance  of  the  Conference  number 
ot  the  Library  Journal,  which,  strictly  speak- 
ing, should  have  appeared  in  the  present  report. 

Mr,  Carnegie's  change  of  policy,  to  which 
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reference  has  just  been  made,  consists  in  giv- 
ing amounts  much  smaller  in  size  than  for- 
merly, thereby  increasing  the  number  of  re- 
cipients. Last  year's  report  contained  121  of 
his  gifts,  of  which  112  were  in  the  United 
States.  This  year  he  gives  234,  of  which  214 
are  in  this  country.  Last  year,  his  largest 
gift  of  $5,200,000,  was  made  to  New  York 
City.  In  four  other  gifts  he  gave  a  sum  of 
$3,500,000.  Last  year  his  gifts  averaged  a 
little  over  $114,000  each,  while  this  year  the 
average  is  only  about  $29,650.  Until  recently 
Mr.  Carnegie  has  issued  no  authorized  state- 
ment of  his  benevolences.  Just  before  leav- 
ing for  Europe  this  spring  he  gave  out  a  re- 
vised list  which  was  reprinted  in  the  Chicago 
Tribune  for  May  4th.  In  this  list  are  included 
gifts  to  368  cities  and  towns  for  free  public 
libraries.  These  contributions  have  covered  a 
period  of  more  than  a  decade,  though  in  in- 
creasing numbers  year  by  year. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  not  one  of  his  gifts 
will  have  so  far-reaching  an  influence  for 
good  as  that  of  $100,000  to  the  Publishing 
Section  of  the  American  Library  Association, 
announced  in  the  president's  address  at  the 
Magnolia  Conference.  By  means  of  this  timely 
gift  the  Publishing  Section  of  this  Association 
will  be  enabled  to  publish  several  important 
works  which  it  has  had  in  preparation  for 
some  time  past  and  to  enlarge  its  plans,  which 
have  hitherto  unfortunately  been  hampered 
from  lack  of  funds. 

Several  gifts  mentioned  in  the  following 
list  call  for  special  mention.  Among  the 
most  important  is  that  of  the  Duncan  Camp- 
bell Memorial  collection,  received  by  the  New 
York  State  Library  from  the  executors  of 
Miss  Ellen  Campbell.  This  collection  is  es- 
pecially rich  in  old  and  rare  printed  volumes 
and  manuscripts,  including,  as  it  does,  45 
incunabula  and  19  mediaeval  manuscripts. 
The  whole  forms  one  of  the  most  important 
collections  ever  received  by  this  library. 

The  Library  of  Columbia  University, 
through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  William  C. 
Schermerhorn,  has  come  into  the  possession 
of  the  DeWitt  Clinton  collection  of  about 
1 100  letters,  consisting  of  about  9000  pages, 
addressed  to  him  by  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant authors,  statesmen,  and  other  notable 
persons  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  last  cen- 


tury.    This   collection    will    prove   of  great 
value  to  the  historical  student  of  that  period 

The  library  of  Brown  University  has  also 
acquired  a  valuable  collection  of  5000  ms. 
pieces,  consisting  mainly  of  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  diplomatist,  Jonathan  Russdl 
(Brown,  1791),  United  States  minister  to 
Norway  and  Sweden  and  one  of  the  five 
commissioners  who  negotiated  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent.  It  has  also  received  a  smaller  but 
very  valuable  collection  of  letters  and  papers 
of  Henry  Wheaton  (Brown,  1802),  the  cele- 
brated writer  on  international  law. 

It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  libraries  are 
more  and  more  beginning  to  receive  collec- 
tions, which  until  of  late  were  supposed  to 
belong  more  properly  to  museums  than  to 
libraries.  The  relationship  existing  between 
libraries  and  museums  has  always  been  closer 
in  England  than  with  us,  and  it  is  a  some- 
what curious  fact  that  the  first  of  the  British 
nmnicipal  libraries,  that  at  Warrington,  was 
established  under  the  Museums  Act  of  1S48, 
two  years  before  Ewart's  Act  was  passed 
for  the  establishment  of  public  libraries. 

I  hasten  rapidly  over  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  these  gifts.  Those  of  about  3000 
prints  to  the  New  York  Public  Library  and 
an  equal  number  of  photographs  and  repro- 
ductions of  noted  paintings  to  the  library  of 
Plymouth,  Mass.,  fall  more  properly  within 
the  true  functions  of  a  library.  From  these 
to  2139  medical  medals  presented  to  the  Bos- 
ton Medical  Library  and  a  collection  of  over 
5000  butterflies,  valued  at  over  $10,000,  given 
to  the  Public  Library  in  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  is  a 
greater  step  toward  the  museum  idea. 

We  learn  with  great  pleasure  that  two  of 
our  university  libraries  have  received  speci- 
mens of  literature  dating  back  to  most  an- 
cient times.  Princeton  University  Library 
has  received  95  Babylonian  cylinders  and 
cone-shaped  seals  and  400  clay  tablets,  while 
the  library  of  Haver  ford  College  has  received 
400  cuneiform  clay  tablets  from  Babylonia, 
all  in  the  Assyrian  language,  and  of  an  aver- 
age date  of  2500  B.C. 

Time  and  space  fail  us  to  comment  farther 
upon  the  gifts  enumerated  in  the  following 
list.  We  leave  to  each  reader  the  pleasure 
of  finding  in  it  such  as  from  their  character 
or  locality  are  of  especial  interest  to  him. 
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American  Library  Association;  Publishing 
Section.  $100,000,  June  17,  1902,  the  income 
only  to  be  expended  in  the  preparation,  and 
publication  of  reading  lists,  indexes  and 
other  bibliographical  and  literary  aids  es- 
pecially adapted  to  free  public  circulating 
libraries,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Alameda.    Public  Library.    $35,000,  July  10, 
1901,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Increased  from  $10,000  previously  offered. 
City  council  has  voted  to  appropriate  not 
less  than  $7000  yearly  for  its  maintenance. 

Berkeley.  University  of  California.  $2000, 
for  law  books,  from  Mrs.  Jane  Krom 
Sather. 

—  $2000,  for  books  on  architecture,  from  Mrs. 
Phoebe  A.  Hearst  $3000  promised  for  next 
year. 

—  $500  (annually),  for  books  on  mechanics 
and  electricity,  from  Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Hal- 
lidie. 

—  About  2000  volumes  and  2000  pamphlets, 
being  scientific  and  geological  library  of  the 
late  Dr.  Joseph  Le  Conte,  including  many 
presentation  copies,  with  autographs  of  au- 
thors, from  Mrs.  Joseph  Le  Conte. 

—  250  volumes  on  viticulture  and  viniculture, 
from  the  California  Wine  Makers'  Corpora- 
tion. This  probably  makes  the  university's 
collection  upon  this  subject  the  most  com- 
plete in  the  United  States. 

Los  Gatos.    Public  Library.    $10,000,  Oct.  20, 

1901,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Pasadena.    Public  Library.    600  or  700  vol- 
umes, from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  E.  F.  Bowler, 
as  a  memorial  to  her. 

Pomona.     Public  Library.    $15,000,  Feb.  17, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Riverside,    Public  Library.    $20,000,  Sept  2, 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

San  Bernardino.  Public  Library.  $15,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

San  Francisco.  Public  Library.  $750,000, 
July  5,  1901,  for  buildings,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Accepted  July  15.  Mr.  Carnegie 
recommends  that  about  one-half  of  the 
amount  should  be  expended  on  a  central  li- 
brary building  and  the  rest  on  branches. 

—  $25,000,  April  10,  1902,  for  a  branch  library, 
from  Andrew  B.  McCreery. 

—  3200  volumes  and  pamphlets,  from  William 
Emmette  Coleman. 

Santa  Cruz.  Public  Library.  $5000  addi- 
tional, April  15,  1902,  for  building,  making 
a  total  of  $20,000.  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Santa  Rosa.  Public  Library.  $20,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Stanford  University.  Stanford  University 
Law  Department.    About  500  volumes,  pri- 


vate library  of  the  late  Judge  Sawyer,  of 
the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court,  from  his  sons. 

COLORADO. 

Canon  City.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Dec 
17,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. A  site  has  been  secured.  The  city 
already  appropriates  $1100,  and  $600  is 
added  from  private  subscription. 

Denver.  Public  Library.  $200,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carne- 
gie, provided  that  an  annual  maintenance 
of  $30,000  be  guaranteed. 

Georgetown.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
7,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Leadville.  Public  Library.  $100,000,  July  12, 
i90i,for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
provided  the  city  furnish  $2000  (?)  a  year 
for  its  maintenance. 

Pueblo.  Public  Library.  $60,000,  Feb.  14, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Accepted. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Bloomficld.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$i5»255-85,  for  a  library  fund,  from  Levi 
Prosser,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  on  condition  that 
town  provide  a  suitable  room.  A  building 
is  being  erected  for  library  purposes. 

Durham.  Public  Library.  Site  and  $4000, 
towards  a  library,  name  of  donor  not  stated. 

Fairfield.  Fire  Department  Library.  1200 
volumes,  as  a  nucleus  for  a  library,  from 
the  Mill  Plain  Circulating  Library. 

—  Public  Library.  $30,000,  for  a  new  me- 
morial library,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion. 

Greenwich.  Havemeyer  School  Library. 
2000  volumes,  from  Henry  O.  Havemeyer. 

Hartford.  Case  Memorial  Library.  $1000, 
for  the  purchase  of  periodicals,  from  Mrs. 
Charles  B.  Smith. 

—  About  600  volumes,  from  the  library  of  the 
late  Rev.  A.  C.  Thompson,  D.D.,  of  Bos- 
ton. 

—  315  volumes,  from  Mrs.  M.  D.  Thompson. 

—  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $5000,  from 
Mrs.  Martha  Wood  Brown,  several  years 
since  (corrected  report  of  last  year). 

—  Trinity  College  Library.  One  of  the  finest 
of  existing  copies  of  Audubon's  "Birds  of 
America,"  value  not  stated,  from  Dr.  Gur- 
don  W.  Russell,  of  the  class  of  1834. 

Litchfield.  Noyes  Memorial  Library.  New 
library  building,  costing  about  $20,000,  as  a 
memorial  to  Mrs.  William  Curtiss  Noyes, 
from  her  grandson.  Dedicated  July  5,  1901, 
and  is  also  used  as  the  headquarters  of  the 
Litchfield  Historical  Society. 

Meriden.  Curtis  Memorial  Library.  New  li- 
brary building,  from  Mrs.  Augusta  M.  Cur- 
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lis,   as   a  memorial   to  her  husband   and 
daughter.    Corner-stone  laid  Stpt  28,  1901. 

—  Free  Public  Library.  $4115,  from  public 
contributions  and  subscriptions,  including 
$1000  each  from  George  A.  Fay,  Francis  At- 
water,  J.  D.  Billiard,  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  White. 

MiDDLETowN.  JVesleyati  University  Library, 
Bequest  of  $20,000,  as  an  endowment  fund, 
from  Mrs.  (Stephen)  Harriet  Hoxie  Wil- 
cox, of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  died  Aug.  21, 
1901.  By  the  terms  of  the  will  the  execu- 
tors have  10  years  in  which  to  settle  the  es- 
tate, but  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per 
cent,  is  to  be  paid  after  two  years. 

—  $5018,  June  24,  1901,  to  April  15,  1902,  to 
the  Alumni  Library  Endowment  Fund,  from 
subscriptions.  The  fund  now  exceeds  $35,- 
000. 

— ^418  bound  volumes,  from  library  of  the  late 
Rev.  Joseph  Pullman,  class  of  63,  from 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Pullman,  of  Stamford,  Conn. 

New  Haven.  Yale  University  Library.  Be- 
quest, as  residuary  legatee,  expected  to 
amount  to  $150,000;  one-half  of  the  income 
to  be  devoted  to  purchase  of  Belles-lettres, 
the  rest  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  li- 
brary, from  Edward  W.  Southworth,  of 
New  York  City.    (Yale,  '75) 

—  $1200,  divided  among  six  of  the  seminary 
libraries  of  the  university,  from  George  K 
Dimock,   of  Elizabeth,   N.  J. 

—  $900,  expended  by  donor's  wish  for  addi- 
tions to  music  department,  from  an  anony- 
mous friend. 

— $250,  from  ex-President  D.  C.  Gilman,  of 
Johns  Hopkins  University. 

—  Young  if  en's  Christian  Association  Li- 
brary. $10,000.  for  library  purposes,  and  in 
addition  the  income  of  $5000,  the  principal 
to  go  to  the  library  on  the  death  of  the 
donor,  Mrs.  Hoadley  B.  Ives. 

NoRWALK.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  Aug.  30, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Gift  of  a  central  corner  at  Mott  and  Bel- 
den  avenues,  site  for  the  new  Carnegie  Li- 
brary building,  valued  at  $19,000.  Dec.  5, 
1901,  from  Hubert  E.  Bishop.  Mr.  Car- 
negie's offer  of  $20,000,  not  $50,000,  as  pre- 
viously reported,  was  accepted  at  a  special 
city  election  held  Sept.  20,  1901. 

Norwich.  Otis  Library.  Bequest  of  $3000, 
without  conditions,  from  Miss  Elizabeth  B. 
Woodhull,  who  died  in  February,  1902. 

Waterbury.  Silas  Branson  Library.  Gift  of 
several  handsome  mahogany  cases,  to  hold 
the  library's  collection  of  Indian  relics, 
from  an  anonymous  donor. 

Woodbury.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  the  prop- 
erty known  as  the  Parker  Academy,  value 
not  stated,  and  $5000,  Jan.  3,  1902,  from 
Edward  Boyd. 

DELAIVARB. 

Dover.  Free  Library.  $2200,  as  an  endow- 
ment   fund,    raised   by    Mrs.    Priscilla   H. 


Richardson  and  members  of  the  Century 
Qub  Committee. 

—  $1000  from  Manlove  Hayes. 
Wilmington.    WUmington  Institute  Free  Li- 
brary,   $781.61,  from  a  friend. 

—  $291,  from  Joseph  Bancroft  Sons  Co. 

—  Several  portraits  and  photog^raphs,  of  Del- 
aware jurists,  etc.,  from  W.  F.  Smaller, 
Howard  Pyle.  and  others. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington.  Catholic  University.  Bequest 
of  $50,000,  for  a  library,  from  Mrs.  Sarah 
Ferris  Devlin,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

--^  Library  of  Congress.  222,  volumes  and  182 
pamphlets;  mostly  works  of,  and  relating 
to  Dante,  from  Theodore  W.  Koch,  of 
Philadelphia. 

— 133  volumes  and  3302  pamphlets,  of 
Chinese  works,  from  William  Woodville 
Rockhill. 

—  Riggs  Memorial  Library  of  Georgetown 
University.  Art  books,  valued  at  $1000, 
from  various  sources. 

FLORIDA. 

Jacksonville,  Public  Library.  $50,000,  Feb. 
13,  1902,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. It  is  planned  to  transfer  the  prop- 
erty of  the  local  library  association,  valued 
at  $6000,  to  the  new  library  organization. 

Pensacola.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Aug. 
16,  1 901,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie ;  legislation  has  been  procured  author- 
izing the  city  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support 
of  the  library  and  to  authorize  it  to  enter 
into  an  obligation  to  support  it. 

Tampa.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  Jan.  16, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

GEORGIA. 

Athens.  State  Normal  School  Library.  Li- 
brary of  over  4000  volumes,  from  Acuity, 
students,  and  townspeople. 

—  University  of  Georgia  Library.  $50,000, 
from  George  Peabody. 

Atlanta.  Carnegie  Library.  309  volumes, 
from  T.  H.  Martin. 

—  Six  books  from  the  Roycroft  publications, 
from  Elbert  Hubbard,  of  Aurora.  N.  Y. 

—  Bust  of  Andrew  Carnegie,  made  by  Cher- 
alier  Trentanove,  costing  $900,  from  the 
school  children  of  Atlanta. 

Columbus.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  April 
28,  1902,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  $5000,  for  a  site  for  the  new  Carnegie  li- 
brary building,  from  George  Peabody. 

Macon.     Public  Library.     $20,000,  June  i& 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Newnan.     Public  Library.     $10,000,  Jan.  i, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carn^c- 
Accepted  Jan.  21. 

Quitman.  Brooks  Library.  Bequest  of 
$1000,  from  J.  L.  Cutler,  of  Boston. 
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IDAHO. 

Moscow.  Free  Library.  $700,  to  help  start 
a  library,  raised  by  popular  subscription. 

PocATELLO.  Public  Library.  Over  1000  vol- 
umes, from  Miss  Helen  Miller  Gould. 

ILLINOIS. 

Bloomington.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  for 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Blue  Island.  Public  Library.  $15,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Carrollton.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Oct. 
18,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Charleston.  Public  Library.  $18,000,  Oct. 
30,  1901  (accepted),  for  a  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie,  a  yearly  maintenance  of 
$1900  required. 

Chicago.  John  Crerar  Library.  Bequest  of 
$1000,  the  income  will  be  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  on  international  law, 
from  Huntington  Wolcott  Jackson.  Re- 
ceived, January,  1902. 

—  McCormick  Theological  Seminary  Library. 
$15,000,  for  immediate  purchase  of  books, 
from  Stanley  McCormick. 

—  The  Newberry  Library.  Gift  of  the  Deane 
Collection,  consisting  of  1500  volumes  and 
189  pamphlets,  from  Dr.  N.  Senn. 

—  535  volumes  of  newspapers,  Sept.  6,  1901, 
principally  files  of  local  German  news- 
papers, from  Illinois  Staats  Zeitung  Pub- 
lishing Company. 

—  369  volumes  of  newspapers,  Dec.  11.  1901, 
the  greater  part  being  a  file  of  the  Chicago 
Daily  News,  from  Victor  Fremont  Lawson. 

—  Public  Library.  About  $150,000,  for  a  pub- 
lic library  building  at  Hyde  Park,  to  be 
known  as  the  "T.  B.  Blackstone  Memorial 
Branch  Library,"  from  Mrs.  T.  B.  Black- 
stone.  The  gift  has  been  accepted,  and  the 
library  will  be  erected  at  Kenwood,  Wash- 
ington avenue  and  49th  street. 

—  Bequest  of  $1000,  income  to  be  used  to 
purchase  books  for  the  blind,  from  Hunt- 
ington W.  Jackson.  This  bequest  was  left 
to  the  "Society  for  Home  Reading  for  the 
Blind,"  now  disbanded,  but  may  eventually 
find  its  way  to  the  Public  Library. 

—  University  of  Chicago  Library.  A  new 
building,  to  cost  $150,000,  for  a  temporary 
home  of  the  library,  from  John  D.  Rocke- 
feller. 

Chicago  Heights.  Public  Library.  $10,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Danville.  Public  Library.  $40,000,  Dec.  26, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   Accepted  Dec.  28,  1901. 

EvANSTON.  Free  Public  Library.  New  li- 
brary building,  to  cost  $100,000  (offered), 
by  Charles  F.  Gray,  upon  condition  that  "an 
acceptable  site  be  secured." 

—  Gift  (pledged),  by  popular  subscription,  of 


about  one-third  the  amount  required  for 
"an  acceptable  site"  for  the  new  library 
building,  offered  by  Charles  F.  Grey. 
Among  the  contributors  are  William  Deer- 
ing  and  Mayor  James  A.  Patten,  who  give 
$5000  each. 

—  $1000,  towards  fund  for  purchase  of  a  site 
for  a  new  library  building,  from  William 
L.  Brown.    Total  subscription,  $12,000. 

—  Northwestern  University  Library.  $543,  as 
a  fund  for  the  increase  of  the  library,  the 
principal  to  remain  intact,  from  the  class  of 
1895,  the  fund  to  be  known  by  the  class 
name. 

Hawthorn.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Railroad  Library. 
$500,  to  equip  a  library,  from  Mrs.  Julia  £. 
Rosenfield. 

Jerseyville.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  April 
14,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  (Car- 
negie. 

Mattoon.    Public  Library.    $20,000,  July  15, 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

MoLiNE.  Morris  Rosenfield  Memorial  Li- 
brary. $500,  for  a  Railroad  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Library,  from  Mrs. 
Julia  £.  Rosenfield,  of  Rock  Island. 

—  Public  Library.  $37,000,  Aug.  30,  1901,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  $10,000,  for  purchase  of  site  for  Carnegie 
library  building,  from  the  citizens  of  Mo- 
line. 

Oak  Park.    Scoville  Institute  Library.    $500. 

Name  of  donor  not  stated, 
Paris.     Public  Library.    $18,000,  March  13, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Pekin.    Public  Library.    $5000,  Dec.  18,  1901, 

for  a  building,  in  addition  to  a  former  gift 
of  $10,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Site,  value  not  stated,  for  the  new  Car- 
negie building,  from  Cjeorge  Herget  and  his 
wife. 

RocKFORD.    Public  Library.    Several  hundred 

volumes,  constituting  the  library  of  the  late 

A.  M.  Potter. 

INDIANA. 

Alexandria.  Public  Library.  $800,  for  an 
endowment,  from  an  imnamed  donor. 

Bedford.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Jan.  12, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Site  secured  Jan.  29,  1902,  and  on  April  10, 
1902,  $5000  additional,  making  a  total  of 
$20,000. 

Bloomington.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Dec. 
24,  1 901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Brazil.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Carthage.  Public  Library.  $2000  from  the 
children  of  Henry  Henley,  and  $1000  by 
popular  subscription  toward  a  new  library 
building,  dedicated  June  6,  1902. 

Columbus.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Jan.  3, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
A  site  was  secured  on  Jan.  29. 
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Danville.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Elkhart.  Carnegie  Library.  $5000,  Dec.  16, 
1901,  to  render  building  more  nearly  fire- 
proof, in  addition  to  a  former  gift  of  $30,- 
000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Elwood.     Public  Library.     $25,000,  Oct  18, 

1901,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Accepted  Dec.  2. 

Goshen.  Public  Library.  $io,ocx),  for  a  build- 
ing, in  addition  to  previous  offer  of  $15,000, 
making  a  total  of  $25,000,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Offer  increased  at  the  request  of 
the  citizens,  the  conditions  of  the  first  gift 
remaining  unchanged. 

Greencastle.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan. 
22,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  $5000  additional,  March  18,  1902.  making 
total  gift  $15,000,  for  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Greensburg.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Hartford  Crrv.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Huntington.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  The 
usual  conditions  have  already  been  met. 

Indianapous.  Butler  College  Library.  $20,- 
000,  Nov.  6,  1902,  for  a  building,  in  addition 
to  former  gift  of  a  site  and  $10,000,  as  a 
memorial  to  their  daughter,  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Thompson,  of  Irvington. 
The  library  will  be  known  as  the  "Bona 
Thompson  Library." 

KoKOMO.     Public  Library.    $25,000,  Feb.  28, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
This  gift  has  been  accepted. 

LoGANSPORT.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  April 
26,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Michigan  City.  Public  Library.  $2500,  from 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Austin,  of  Chicago. 

New  Albany.  Public  Library.  $35,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Tipton.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Wabash.  Public  Library.  $5000  additional, 
April  30,  1902,  for  a  building,  making  a  to- 
tal of  $10,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Washington.  Public  Library.  $5000,  Aug. 
II,  1901,  for  a  building,  in  addition  to  for- 
mer gift  of  $20,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
The  building  is  in  process  of  construction. 

—  Block  of  land  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  valued 

at  $5000,  for  a  site  for  the  new  Carnegie 

library  building  and  for  a  park,  by  Joseph 

Cabel. 

lOlVA. 

Algona.  Public  Library.  $1000,  from  George 
W.   Schee,  of  Primghar.     Mr.   Schee  has 


also  given  $1000  for  school  libraries  in  Pilo 
Alto  county. 
Anamosa.     Public  Library.     $i(VX)Q,  for  a 
building,  raised  by  popular  sabscriptxn. 

Atlantic    Public  Library.     $12,500,  March 

13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Cv- 

negie. 
Cedar  Falls.   Public  Library.  $15,000,  Mardi 

13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Ca^ 

negie. 

—  Site  for  a  library  building,  amount  nai 
stated,  raised  by  popular  snbscnptioa 

Cedar  Rapids.  Free  Public  Library.  $25/00 
additional  to  previous  offer  of  $50,000,  for 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  provided 
the  site  of  May's  Island  can  be  made  prac- 
ticable. 

Clinton.    Public  Library.     $30,000,  Sept  8^ 

1901,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Accepted  March  31,  1902. 

—  Site  for  a  library  building,  amount  not 
stated,  raised  by  popular  subscription. 

Davenport.  Free  Public  Library.  |SM2, 
from  Frederick  Weyerhaeuser.  Acknowl- 
edged Dec.  3,  1901. 

— 1500  volumes,  from  Mrs.  W.  D.  Putnam. 

Denison.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Mardi 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrtw  Car- 
negie. 

Des  Moines.  $800,  for  a  library  for  the  U.  S. 
cruiser  Des  Moines,  from  the  citizens  of 
Des  Moines. 

Dubuque.     Free  Library.      $10,000,  Jan.  2, 

1902,  for  a  building,  in  addition  to  a  former 
gift  of  $50,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Site,  value  not  stated,  for  the  new  Cimtfpit 
library  building,  from  Frank  D.  Stoat 

Eagle  Grove.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  May 
I,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Eldora,  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan.  2, 190a, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  C^rn^e.  Ac- 
cepted. 

EsTHERViLLE.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
22,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Fayette.  Henderson  Library.  $5000,  from 
ex-Governor  Larrabee. 

Grin  NELL.  Iowa  College  Library.  $3000,  for 
the  J.  M.  Chamberlain  Memorial  Fxmd 
from  graduates  and  friends  of  the  college, 
the  largest  single  gift  being  $500. 

—  $1000.  for  a  book  fund,  from  Prof.  Leon- 
ard Fletcher  Parker. 

Hampton.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Ha  WARDEN.  Public  Library.  $5000.  Oct  i, 
1901.  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Cameg* 
the  $400  yearly  guarantee  required  pre- 
viously having  been  secured  dirougfa  tax 
levy,  by  a  popular  vote, 

—  $500,  for  a  site  for  the  new  Carnegie  bdl<i- 
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ing,  from  President  Watkins,  of  the  First 
National  Bank. 

—  $500,  to  beautify  the  library  grounds,  raised 
by  popular  subscription. 

HoLSTEiN.  Public  Library,  $700 ;  $500  raised 
by  popular  subscription,  and  $200  from 
George  W.  Schee,  of  Primghar. 

Indianola.  Simpson  College  Library,  $1000, 
for  a  book  fund,  from  Mrs.  Stillman. 

Iowa  City.  Public  Library,  $25,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Lake  Charles.  Public  Library.  $10,000 
(offered  Nov.  20,  1901),  for  a  building, 
from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Manchester.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  April 
19,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Maquoketa.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Marshalltown.  Public  Library.  $25,000, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  On 
April  28,  1902,  $5000  additional,  making  a 
total  of  $30,000. 

Mason  City.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Newton.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan.  22, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Money  for  a  site  for  a  public  library  build- 
ing, amount  not  stated,  raised  by  popular 
subscription. 

—  $1000,  for  a  book  fund,  from  Samuel  Rich- 
ards. 

Onawa.  Public  Library.  Public  library 
building  on  a  lot  132  feet  square,  and  $4000 
for  books  and  furniture,  from  Judge  Addi- 
son Oliver,  on  condition  that  the  town  pay 
$1000  yearly  for  its  support.  The  gift  has 
been  accepted. 

OsKALOOSA.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Pocahontas  Co.  School  Libraries.  $1335.44 
and  4000  volumes,  from  teachers  of  the 
county. 

Tipton.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan.  9, 1902, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Washington.  Public  Library.  $8000,  for  a 
building,  from  Mrs.  Jane  Chilcote. 

Waterloo.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  April  16, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

KANSAS. 

Emporia.  Public  Library.  $20,000.  May  2, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Fort  Scott.  Public  Library.  $18,000,  March 
22,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Hutchinson.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  April 
8,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Kansas  City.  Public  Library.  $75,000,  July 
16,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 


negie. Accepted  Aug.  7.  A  site  has  al- 
ready been  secured. 

Newton.  Public  Library,  $10,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Ottawa.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Jan.  28, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Paola.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $10,000, 
for  a  building,  from  Mrs.  Martha  Smith, 
who  died  March  24,  1902. 

Saijna.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Feb.  25, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Stockton.  Library  Association.  Valuable 
collection  of  books,  from  Miss  Helen  Miller 
Gould. 

ToPEKA.  Public  Library.  Bonds  for  $1800, 
which  will  give  the  library  an  income  of 
$126  a  year,  from  J.  R.  Mulvane,  the  money 
to  be  spent  for  new  books,  as  a  memorial 
to  his  wife,  Harriet  Newell  (Freeman)  Mul- 
vane, who  died  Aug.  20,  1901. 

—  Half -reclining  statue  of  Pauline,  sister  of 
Napoleon  i.,  as  Venus,  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Wilder. 

— Kansas  Travelling  Libraries  Commission, 
250  volumes,  from  Mrs.  Sara  T.  D.  Robin- 
son, of  Lawrence. 

WiNFiELD.  Public  Library,  $15,000,  Feb.  18, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

KENTUCKY. 

Covington.    Carnegie  Library,    $35,000,  July 

16,  1901,  for  the  addition  of  an  auditorium 
to  the  library  building,  an  increase  to  the 
original  gift  of  $40,000,  making  a  total  of 
$75,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Danville.  Central  University.  $25,000,  to- 
wards a  new  library  building,  from  Thomas 
H.  Swope,  of  Kansas  City. 

—  $25,000,  towards  a  new  library  building, 
from  friends  of  the  university. 

Henderson.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  July 
30,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. Accepted  Aug.  16,  1901,  provided 
that  the  next  General  Assembly  pass  an 
amendment  to  the  charter  giving  the  city 
the  legal  right  to  make  the  appropriation 
required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library. 

Horse  Cave.  Horse  Cave  School.  500  se- 
lected volumes,  valued  at  $1000,  from  Miss 
Helen  Miller  Gould,  of  New  York  City. 

Lexington.  Public  Library.  $50,000,  Jan. 
20,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Louisville.     Public  Library.     $250,000,  Jan. 

17,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. This  is  a  renewal  of  an  offer  made 
two  years  ago,  but  never  accepted,  because 
of  local  differences  between  the  city  council 
and  the  Polytechnic  Library  directors. 

Paducah.  Public  Library.  $35,000,  Oct.  28, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
The  city  council  has  agreed  to  furnish  the 
$3500  yearly  appropriation  required. 
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LOUISIANA. 

Lake  Charles.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Site  for  the  new  Carnegie  library  building, 
from  the  North  American  Land  and  Timber 
Company. 

New  Orleans.  Fisk  Free  and  Public  Library. 
260  valuable  French  books,  from  a  Louis- 
ianian,  who  has  preserved  his  anonymity. 

MAINE. 

Augusta.  Lithgow  Library.  Bequest  of 
$iocx),  from  J.  L.  Cutler,  of  Boston. 

Bangor.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $4000, 
to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  prob- 
ably for  the  reference  department,  from 
Mrs.  Grace  D.  Patten,  who  died  Nov.  15, 
1901. 

Biddeford.  Biddeford  Library  Association. 
$22,000,  to  rebuild  and  stock  the  library, 
raised  by  popular  subscription.  The  fol- 
lowing are  among  the  largest  contributors: 
Robert  McArthur,  $8176.24 ;  Tames  G.  Gar- 
land, $1000;  Mrs.  Estelle  M.  Tatterson, 
Mrs.  Margaret  C.  Luques,  Charles  H.  Pres- 
cott,  Jerry  G.  Shaw,  James  G.  Garland, 
Robert  Donaldson,  James  G.  Brackett, 
Charles  H.  Goodwin  and  Benjamin  F.  Bry- 
ant, all  of  Biddeford,  $500  each;  Hon. 
George  K.  Dexter,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
Hon.  George  P.  Wescott,  of  Portland,  $500 
each.  Donors  of  $1000  have  the  privilege  of 
naming  an  alcove,  and  those  of  $500  may 
have  a  tablet  placed  upon  the  wall  as  a 
memorial  to  themselves  or  any  one  they 
may  designate. 

—  Property  of  the  Pavilion  Church  Society, 
value  not  stated,  from  Robert  McArthur. 
The  new  library  will  be  called  the  "McAr- 
thur Library." 

Brunswick.  Bowdoin  College  Library.  Be- 
quest of  $iocx),  from  John  L.  Cutler,  of 
Boston,  Mass. 

— 1000  volumes,  from  Charles  W.  Pickard, 
of  Portland. 

BucKFiELD.  Zadoc  Long  Free  Memorial  Li- 
brary. Memorial  library  building,  dedicated 
Aug.  17,  1901,  from  Hon.  John  D.  Long,  of 
Hingham,  Mass.,  in  memory  of  his  father 
and  mother. 

Chebeague.  Public  Library.  New  library 
building,  cost  not  stated,  from  Mrs,  Alice 
Frye,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Fairfield.  Lawrence  Free  Public  Library. 
New  library  building,  to  cost  $15,000,  from 
Edward  F.  Lawrence. 

—  Site  for  a  library  building,  value  not  stated, 
from  Mrs.  Louise  E.  Newhall. 

—  $1000,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  Ed- 
ward F.  Lawrence  and  Mrs.  Louise  E.  New- 
hall. 

Farmington.     Public  Library.     Bequest   of 

$1000,  from  John  L.  Cutler,  of  Boston. 
Freeport.    B.  H.  Bariol  Library.    $1000,  to- 


wards the  erection  of  a  new  building,  from 
Mrs.  Brazier,  of  Philadelphia. 

LuBEC  Public  Library.  Site  for  a  public  li- 
brary building,  value  not  given,  from  B.  M. 
Pike. 

Rockland.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  April 
16,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Saco.  Thornton  Academy  Library.  New  li- 
brary building  (to  cost  $25/xx),  plans  ac- 
cepted Oct.  23,  ipoi),  from  Mrs.  Annie  C 
Thornton,  of  Magnolia,  Mass.,  and  her 
daugher.  Miss  Mary  C.  Thornton.  It  will 
be  called  the  Charles  C.  G.  Thornton  Me- 
morial Building.    Accepted  Oct.  23,  1902. 

South  Paris.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$25,000,  for  a  public  library,  from  W.  H. 
Parsons,  of  Brooklyn. 

Waterville.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  April 
28,  1902,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

MARYLAND. 

Cumberland.  Public  Library.  $25,000  (de- 
clined May  20,  1901),  for  a  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

Hacerstown.  Washington  County  Free  Li- 
brary. $10,875.63,  for  a  public  library  build- 
ing, raised  by  popular  subscription.  The 
following  contributed  $500  or  more  each: 
E.  W.  Mealey,  $3200;  C.  H.  Carlile,  $1500; 
Waldo  Newcomer  and  sisters,  $1000;  Henry 
Steck,  Mrs.  William  T.  Hamilton,  and  Will- 
iam UpdegraflF,  each  $500. 

—  Building  site,  valued  at  $1500,  from  Ed- 
ward W.  Mealey. 

— 1500  volumes,  from  Edward  W.  Mealey. 

—  500  volumes,  from  Edwin  Bell. 

Laurel.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan.  2, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst.  Amherst  College  Library.  Be- 
quest of  $2000,  to  be  expended  for  books, 
no  restrictions,  from  Prof.  Herbert  B. 
Adams,  class  of  1872. 

—  Town  Library.  Bequest  of  certain  prop- 
erty valued  at  $1500  or  $2000,  to  the  town 
of  Amherst,  on  conditions  which  will  prac- 
tically make  it  a  gift  to  the  Town  Library, 
from  Prof.  Herbert  Baxter  Adams. 

Arlington.  Robbins  Library.  Marble  statue 
representing  Nydia,  the  blind  girl  of  Pom- 
peii, from  Mrs.  Samuel  C.  Bushnell. 

Athol.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  500  or  600  volumes,  mostly  fiction,  from  H. 
M.  Humphrey. 

Belmont.  Public  Library.  Library  building, 
expected  to  cost  about  $50,000,  from  Henry 
O.  Underwood. 

Bolton.  Public  Library.  $10,000  for  a  build- 
ing (  announced  Nov.  5,  1901,  and  accepted), 
from  Ann  Eliza  Whitney,  of  Lancaster,  in 
the  name  of  her  deceased  sister,  Emma 
Whitney,  the  town  to  furnish  a  central  site. 
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put  in  the  foundations,  place  a  memorial 
tablet  in  the  building,  and  pay  Miss  Whit- 
ney the  interest  on  $3000  during  her  life- 
time. 

Boston.  Boston  Medical  Library,  2139  med- 
ical medals,  from  Dr.  H.  R.  Storer,  of  New- 
port. 

—  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
290  volumes  and  pamphlets  on  botanical 
subjects,  from  the  library  of  Waldo  O. 
Ross,  from  Mrs.  Ross. 

—  $500»  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  the 
Saturday  Club,  of  Boston. 

—  Public  Library.  About  1000  volumes,  from 
the  executors  of  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Lydia 
Attwood. 

—  344  volumes,  July  6,  1901,  from  Miss  Helen 
C.  McQeary. 

Bridgewater.  Public  Library.  $500,  without 
restrictions,  from  Mrs.  Sarah  Alden. 

Cambridge.  Harvard  Union  Library.  400 
volumes,  from  J.  B.  Gerrish,  class  of  '71, 

—  Books,  etc.,  from  members  and  friends  of 
the  union. 

—  Harvard  University  Library.  $2000,  for 
books  on  the  history  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire, history  of  Poland,  and  other  historical 
subjects,  from  Assistant  Professor  A.  C. 
Cbolidge. 

—  $800,  for  increase  of  the  library  of  the  De- 
partment of  Education,  through  Mr.  John 
F.  Moors,  from  various  subscribers. 

—  $500,  in  continuation  of  former  gifts,  for 
the  purchase  of  Scandinavian  books  and 
books  relating  to  Scandinavia,  from  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Hammer,  of  Boston. 

—  $500,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  the 
Saturday  Qub,  of  Boston. 

—  373  volumes,  forming  an  additional  instal- 
ment of  the  Riaut  library,  from  Assistant 
Professor  Archibald  Cary  Coolidge. 

—  Collection  of  Slovak  literature,  collected  in 
the  summer  of  1901,  by  Assistant  Professor 
Wiener,  numbering  123  volumes  and  1567 
pamphlets,  containing  much  folk-lore  ma- 
terial, from  Assistant  Prof.  A.  C.  Coolidge. 

Canton.  Public  Library.  $70,000,  for  a  pub- 
lic library  building,  from  Augustus  Hemen- 
way. 

Chilmark.  Public  Library.  $600,  $500  for  a 
building  fund  and  $100  for  a  lot,  from  the 
women  of  Chilmark. 

Conway.  Field  Memorial  Library.  $52,000, 
for  an  endowmunt  fund,  from  Marshall 
Field,  of  Chicago,  111.  The  building  and 
over  6000  volumes,  costing  more  than  $100,- 
000,  were  given  in  memory  of  Mr.  Field's 
parents,  John  and  Fidelia  Nash  Field. 
Opened  to  the  public  Nov.  i,  1901. 

Dalton.  Public  Library.  $500,  from  Zenas 
Crane. 

Dracut.  Public  Library.  358  volumes,  chiefly 
American  history,  and  $125,  as  a  memorial 
to  the  wife  of  Brig.-Gen.  James  Vamum,  a 


Revolutionary  soldier  from  Dracut,  from 
The  Molly  Vamum  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

Dudley.  Public  Library.  Library  building, 
to  be  erected,  value  not  stated,  from  Heze- 
kiah  Conant,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

DuxBURY.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  for  a 
building,  from  William  J.  Wright 

FrrcHBURG.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  from 
Hon.  Rodney  Wallace. 

Granville.  Public  Library.  New  building 
costing  about  $12,000,  from  citizens.  Among 
the  prominent  donors  are  Hon.  Milton  B. 
Whitney,  $5000;  Francis  Cooley,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn,  $1300;  the  balance  through  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  R.  B.  Cooley  and  other 
ladies. 

GREENvn.LE,  Ephraim  Copeland  Memorial 
Library.  Bequest  of  about  $2000,  made 
available  by  decree  of  court  Jan.  31,  1901, 
from  Ephraim  Copeland,  who  died  about 
50  years  ago.  This  will  be  practically  a 
branch  of  the  Leicester  Free  Public  Li- 
brary.   Dedicated  Oct.  15,  1901. 

Groveland.  Hale  Library.  3500  volumes, 
from  Mr.  E.  G.  Hale,  of  Newburyport. 

Hadley.  Public  Library.  $4000,  for  a  library 
building,  from  John  Dwight,  of  New  York, 
provided  an  equal  amount  be  raised  from 
other  sources. 

Hampton  Falls.  Public  Library.  New  li- 
brary building,  cost  not  given,  from  John 
T.  Brown,  of  Newburyport  Opened  to  the 
public  Aug.  30,  1901. 

Hanover.  John  Curtis  Free  Library.  $1000, 
originally  given  by  John  Barstow,  of  Prov- 
idence, as  a  fund  to  the  Hanover  Academy, 
now  abandoned,  from  his  daughters.  Misses 
Lydia  K.  and  Elizabeth  T.  Barstow,  of 
Providence. 

Hardwick.  Paige  Library.  Bequest  of  books, 
maps,  manuscripts,  and  residue  of  her  es- 
tate, value  not  given,  from  Mrs.  Ann  Paige. 

Harvard.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  two 
sums  of  $20,000  each,  for  the  extension  and 
maintenance  of  the  library,  from  Warren 
Hapgood,  of  Boston,  payable  on  the  death 
of  his  wife,  on  condition  that  the  town 
grant  land  adjoining  the  library  and  that 
the  addition  be  known  as  the  Hapgood 
Memorial. 

Hingham.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $500, 
from  Alfred  Hersey. 

HoLLiSTON.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  a 
plot  of  ground,  for  library  purposes,  value 
not  given,  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Bumap. 

HoLYOKE.  Public  Library.  ^,950,  towards 
a  public  library  building,  raised  by  popular 
subscription  and  contributed  funds.  The 
completed  building  was  turned  over  to  the 
library  authorities  Jan.  18,  1902.  Among 
the  contributors  were  the  following:  Hon. 
William  Whiting,  $3000;  an  anonymous 
donor,  $1000;  Joseph  Metcalf,  George  U. 
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and  W.  A.  Prentiss,  Joseph  A.  Skinner,  and 
James  H.  Newton,  each  $500. 

Littleton.  Reuben  Hoar  Library.  Bequest 
of  $1000,  to  establish  the  Laws  Fund,  from 
Mrs.  Henry  (Laws)  Henarie,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Lynn.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $10,000, 
for  any  use  deemed  advisable,  from  Walter 
Scott  Dickson. 

Lynnfield.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$1000,  received  March,  1901;  $500  will  be 
considered  a  perpetual  fund  and  $500  de- 
voted to  library  needs,  from  George  L. 
Hawks,  of  Wakefield. 

Malden.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  in  1901, 
towards  the  Converse  Endowment  Ftmd, 
from  Elisha  H.  and  Mary  D.  Converse,  in 
addition  to  the  gift  of  $125,000,  previously 
reported. 

Mansfieu).  Public  Library.  Soldiers'  Me- 
morial Library  building,  costing  over  $16,- 
000,  of  which  amount  $6500  was  raised  by 
popular  subscription.  Mrs.  E.  F.  Noble 
gave  site  and  $2500  and  F.  L.  Cady  $500. 

Marlboro.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  April  29, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Bequest  of  $5000,  from  George  N.  Cate, 
to  become  available  after  the  death  of  his 
widow. 

Mattapoisett.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Feb. 
3,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  George  H. 
Purrington,  Jr.  The  gift  has  been  accepted 
and  the  town  will  furnish  a  site. 

Melrose.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  Jan.  6, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
This  gift  has  been  accepted. 

Middleboro.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$100,000;  $50,000  for  a  public  library  build- 
ing and  $50,000  for  books  and  periodicals, 
from  Thomas  S.  Pierce. 

Natick,  Morse  Institute  Library.  Bequest 
of  $5000,  from  John  O.  Wilson. 

Newburyport.  Public  Library.  $5000,  in  ad- 
dition to  a  previous  gift  of  $10,000,  in- 
come to  be  used  for  support  of  reading- 
room,  from  William  C.  Todd. 

—  Bequest  of  $5000,  from  E.  H.  Stickney,  of 
Chicago,  111. 

—  Bequest  of  $5000,  from  E.  S.  Moseley,  in- 
stead of  $3000,  as  reported  last  year. 

—  Bequest  of  $4000,  from  Abram  Cutler,  of 
Boston.  The  total  of  endowment  funds  is 
now  as  follows :  for  general  purposes,  $29,- 
000;  for  purchase  of  books,  $45,000;  and  for 
reading-room,  $15,000. 

—  Portrait  of  Col.  Samuel  Swett,  of  Boston, 
by  Gilbert  Stuart,  name  of  donor  not  stated. 

Newton.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $1000, 
from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Rand,  the  income  to 
be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books. 

—  Marble  statue  of  Diana  and  pedestal,  the 
work  of  G.  M.  Benzoni,  from  an  anonymous 
friend. 

—  Newton  Theological  Seminary.    Bequest  of 


$5000,  to  be  known  as  the  Greene  Me- 
morial Library  Fund,  the  income  to  be  spent 
for  books,  from  Stephen  Greene.  Bequests 
of  $2500,  with  similar  conditions,  are  left 
to  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Unioo 
and  to  the  American  Baptist  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

NoRTHBOROUGH.  PubHc  Library.  $500,  for 
printing  the  library  catalogue,  from  Cyms 
Gale,  the  donor  of  the  library  building. 

Pepperell.  Public  Library.  $100,000;  $50^- 
000,  for  lot  and  building,  $25,000  for  furni- 
ture, books,  etc.,  and  $25,000  for  an  endow- 
ment fund;  also  his  private  library  and  art 
collections,  value  not  stated,  from  the  late 
Charles  Farrar  Lawrence,  of  New  Yoric 
City,  who  died  May  12,  1897. 

PiTTSFiELD.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  May  2, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Plymouth.  Public  Library.  $750,  towards 
purchase  of  a  library  site,  from  Nathaniel 
Morton. 

—  3000  photographs  and  reproductions  of 
noted  paintings,  from  Miss  Mary  G.  Bart- 
lett. 

QuiNCY.  Thomas  Crane  Public  Library.  Site 
of  the  French  homestead,  adjoining  the  li- 
brary, by  Albert  Crane.  The  house  will  be 
removed  and  the  grounds  graded  in  connec- 
tion with  the  existing  lawn. 

Revere.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  Oct  18, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

RowE.    Public  Library.    Bequest  of  $1000,  as 
a  permanent  fund,  from  Mrs.    Sarah    R. 
Drury,  of  Troy,  Ohio,  to  be  known  as  "The ' 
Preserved  Smith  Library,**  in  memory  of 
her  father. 

Salem.  Essex  Institute.  Bequest  of  $10,000, 
the  income  to  be  expended  for  books  on 
China  and  translations  froift  the  Chinese, 
from  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Ward. 

—  Bequest  of  $3000,  the  income  to  be  devoted 
to  library  purposes,  from  Miss  Harriet  Put- 
nam Fowler. 

Shrewsbury.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
about  $50,000,  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of 
a  library  building,  from  Jubal  Howe. 

SoMERViLLE.  PubHc  Library.  Bequest  of 
$2500,  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  music 
books,  from  Joseph  F.  Wilson. 

South  Weymouth.  Fogg  Memorial  Library. 
$1000,  for  the  purchase  of  reference  books; 
also  a  beautiful  bronze  tablet,  in  the  refer- 
ence room,  in  memory  of  her  husband.  Gen, 
James  Lawrence  Bates,  from  Mrs.  Mary  J. 
Bates. 

SouTHBRiDGE.  PubUc  Library.  $20,000,  March 
7,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. The  town  already  appropriates  $2800 
yearly  for  library  maintenance.  Declined 
April  25,  1902,  for  the  later  oflFer  of  Jacob 
Edwards. 

—  $50,000,  for  a  building,  and  a  site,  value  not 
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stated,  from  Jacob  Edwards,  of  Boston,  a 
native  of  Southbridge. 
Springfield.  City  Library  Association.  $2100 
for  purchase  of  the  Brewer  lot,  raised  by 
popular  subscription  through  efforts  of 
Nathan  D.  Bill. 

—  Bequest  of  $10,000,  from  Charles  M.  Kirk- 
ham.  $5000  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  $5000  to  beauti^ng  the 
grounds. 

—  Valuable  collection  of  paintings,  Indian 
relics,  etc.,  from  estate  of  David  A.  Wells, 
of  Norwich,  Conn. 

Swansea.  Public  Library.  Greater  part  of 
the  library  of  the  late  Seth  Brown,  from 
George  Brown,  of  Fall  River. 

Taunton.  Public  Library.  $60,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  in  addi- 
tion to  offer  with  other  prominent  steel 
men,  to  erect  at  Taunton  a  $100,000  statue 
to  the  Leonard  family  which  founded  the 
iron  industry  in  America. 

Tufts  College.  Tufts  College  Library,  2000 
volumes  of  musical  works,  valued  at  about 
$2500,  from  Hon.  Albert  Metcalf. 

Tyngsboro.  Public  Library.  $1000,  towards 
a  new  public  library  building,  from  Miss 
Mary  E.  Bennett,  provided  the  town  will 
raise  $5000  additional  for  the  purpose. 

Tyringham.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $1000, 
towards  a  library  building,  raised  by  popu- 
lar subscription. 

Wakefield.  Bcebe  Town  Library.  Bequest 
of  $2000,  as  an  endowment  fund,  from 
Cyrus  G.  Beebe,  a  son  of  Lucius  Beebe,  in 
whose  honor  the  library  was  named. 

Walpole.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Aug.  5, 
190 1,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Site,  valu«  not  stated,  for  the  new  Car- 
negie library  building,  from  Charles  S.  Bird, 
of  East  Walpole. 

Watertown.  Free  Public  Library.  $2750, 
for  furnishing  and  refitting  Pratt  reading 
and  reference  rooms,  from  the  estate  of  the 
late  Charles  Pratt,  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

—  Bequest  of  $1000,  to  establish  Benjamin  H. 
Pierce  Fund,  for  purchase  of  books,  from 
Benjamin  H.  Pierce. 

—  Money,  to  forward  the  furnishing  of  Hun- 
newell  Hall,  a  reference  reading  room, 
raised  by  popular  subscription. 

Wellesley.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$1000.  from  Elizabeth  Flagg. 

West  Falmouth.  West  Falmouth  Library. 
$600,  to  cancel  note  due  from  the  associa- 
tion, from  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  of  Worcester. 
Mr.  Swift  has  given  $2500  since  1896  to  this 
library. 

Westboro.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  a 
large  part  of  her  estate,  value  not  given, 
from  Ellen  E.  Bixby. 

—  $500,  for  printing  a  catalogue,  from  Cyrus 
Gale. 

Westford.    /.  V.  Fletcher  Library.    Bequest 


of  $900,  to  be  known  as  the  Laws  Fund, 
from  Mrs.  Henry  (Laws)  Henarie,  of  San 
Francisco,  Cal.  This  library  has  also  been 
the  recipient,  during  the  past  year,  of  a 
number  of  valuable  paintings  and  other 
works  of  art,  from  several  donors. 

Westminster.  Forbush  Memorial  Library. 
Bequest  of  $50,000,  for  a  library  building  as 
a  memorial  to  the  late  Joseph  W.  Forbush, 
from  Charles  A.  Forbush. 

—  Site  for  the  new  Forbush  Memorial  Li- 
brary building,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion, of  which  Alonzo  Curtis  contributed 
$500. 

WoBURN.  Public  Library.  Bronze  statue  of 
Count  Rumford,  a  replica  of  that  at  Mtmich, 
for  the  library  grounds,  value  $7500,  from 
Marshall  Tidd. 

MICHIGAN. 

Benton  Harbor.  Public  Library.  $15,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Charlotte.    Public  Library.    $10,000,  March 

13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Detroit.     Public  Library.    $750,000,  July  i, 

1901,  for  a  central  library  and  about  five 
branches,  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  the  city 
to  furnish  building  sites  and  guarantee  an 
annual  maintenance  of  $75,000.  Accepted 
July  9.  Previously  reported.  Five  branch 
libraries  will  be  erected  at  once  at  a  cost  of 
$50,000  each. 

EscANABA.    Public  Library.    $20,000.  May  i, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Hillsdale.     Hillsdale  College  Library.     500 

volumes  of  historical  and  geographical 
works,  from  W.  E.  Ambler  and  sons,  of 
Qeveland,  Ohio. 

Iron  Mountain.  Public  Library.  $2500,  for 
a  building,  in  addition  to  a  former  gift  of 
$15,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Lansing.  Public  Library.  $35,000,  Jan.  11, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Mount  Clemens.  Public  Library.  $15,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

Petoskey.  Public  Library.  $12,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Port  Huron.  Public  Library.  $40,000,  Feb. 
6,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   Accepted  Feb.  10,  1902. 

St.    Joseph.    Public  Library.    $15,000,  March 

14,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car 


negie. 


MINNESOTA. 


Albert  Lea.    Public  Library.    $12,000,  April 

16,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie, 

Austin.    Library  Association.    $12,000,  Oct. 

17,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Cloquet.     Public   Library.     Public   library 
building,  to  cost  $8000,  raised  by  popular 
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subscription.  Among  the  largest  donors  are 
the  Northern  Lumber  Co.,$i500;  the  Coquet 
Lumber  Co.,  $1500,  including  six  building 
lots  valued  at  $500;  the  Johnson- Wentworth 
Lumber  Co..  $500;  Mrs.  George  S.  Shaw, 
$1000;  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Lynds,  $500.  $3000 
was  raised  by  popular  subscriptions  of  from 
$1  to  $100  each. 

Crookston.  Public  Library,  $1000,  for  li- 
brary purposes,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion. 

LnTLK  Falls.  Public  Library,  $10,000, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

NoRTHFiELD.  St.  Olof  College  Library,  New 
library  building,  to  be  erected,  from  Consul 
Halle  Steensland,  of  Madison,  Wis. 

Red  Wing.  Public  Library,  $15,000,  Dec 
17,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   Accepted  Jan.  4,  1902. 

—  Site,  lot  90x120  feet,  facing  the  public 
park,  for  new  Carnegie  library  building, 
value  not  stated,  from  James  L.  Lawther, 
in  memory  of  his  son. 

Sleepy  Eye.  Dyckman  Free  Library,  $2000, 
above  former  report,  towards  a  public  li- 
brary building,  from  F.  H.  Dyckman,  of 
Orange,  N.  J. 

—  $1500,  for  a  purchase  fund  for  books,  raised 
by  popular  subscription. 

Stillwater.  Public  Library,  $25,000,  July 
i6,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Winona.  Free  Public  Library,  Library 
building,  cost,  including  equipment,  etc., 
$50,000,  from  William  Harris  Laird.  Pre- 
sented to  the  city  Jan.  21,  1899,  previously 
imreported. 

MISSOURI, 

Columbia.  State  Historical  Society  of  Mis- 
souri Library,  Gift  of  the  Sampson  col- 
lection numbering  1886  volumes  and  14,280 
pamphlets  relating  to  Missouri  and  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  the  result  of  thirty-three 
years  of  collecting,  from  F.  A.  Sampson, 
of  Sedalia. 

— 1343  volumes,  3678  pamphlets,  and  125 
charts,  from  the  Sedalia  Natural  History 
Society. 

—  Gift  of  a  Masonic  library  of  300  volumes, 
from  the  Sedalia  Masonic  Lodge,  No.  236. 
The  Society's  collections,  consisting  mainly 
of  the  three  gifts  just  named  are  popularly 
estimated  to  be  worth  $25,000. 

JoPLiN.  Public  Library,  $40,000,  Aug.  7, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Kansas  City.  Public  Library,  Nelson  Gal- 
lery of  Art,  valued  at  $7500,  housed  in  the 
library  building,  from  William  Rockhill 
Nelson. 

St.  Joseph.  Public  Library,  About  $1000, 
raised  by  popular  subscription,  through  ef- 
forts of  three  women's  clubs. 

— 1000  volumes,  from  Captain  Albert  Head. 


Sedalia.  Carnegie  Library.  More  than  100 
framed  photographs  of  European  art  and 
scenes,  from  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Cotton. 

South  St.  Joseph.  Free  Public  Library, 
Site  for  new  Carnegie  library  building, 
value  not  stated  —  branch  of  St  Joseph 
Free  Public  Library  —  from  South  St  Jo- 
seph Town  Co. 

MONTANA, 

Billings.  Partnly  Billings  Memorial  Li- 
brary, New  library  building  (dedicated, 
Oct.  I,  looi),  from  Frederick  Billing^,  Jr., 
of  New  York. 

BozEMAN.  Public  Library,  $15,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   This  gift  was  accepted  March  25. 

Deer  Lodge.  Public  Library,  $20,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Conrad  Kohrs,  as  a  memorial 
to  his  son,  William  K.  Kohrs.  Accepted, 
Nov.  16,  1901. 

—  State  Prison,  $5000,  for  purchase  of  books 
for  a  library,  from  William  A.  Qark,  Jr., 
of  Butte. 

Dillon.  Public  Library,  $7500,  Jan.  26,  1902, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Great  Falls.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  July 
9,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   Accepted  July  16. 

—  $1000,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
books,  from  G.  M.  Hyams. 

Helena.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  The  gift 
has  been  accepted. 

Kauspell.  Public  Library,  $10,000,  Dec.  28^ 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. The  city  already  expends  $1000 
yearly  for  librarjr  maintenance. 

Miles  City.    Public  Library,    $10,000,  Aug.  i, 

1901,  for  a  building,   from  Andrew   Car- 
negie. 

NEBRASKA, 

Beatrice.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   This  gift  was  accepted  March  25. 

Fremont.     Public  Library.     $15,000,  Jan.  4, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carn^e. 

—  $3000,  for  purchase  of  new  books,  raised 
by  popular  subscription.  The  rent  for  one 
year  was  donated  by  L.  M.  Keene. 

Grand  Island.  Public  Library.  $20,000^ 
Feb.  7,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Lincoln.  Nebraska  Public  Library  Comnns- 
sion.  About  350  volumes,  from  the  Ne- 
braska Federation  of  Women's  Qubs,  00 
condition  that  the  Commission  maintain  i 
system  of  especial  loans  to  study  dubs. 

South  Omaha.  Public  Library,  $50,000,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  Ac- 
cepted Oct.  14,  1901. 

York.  City  Library,  Bequest  of  one  cow, 
from  Mrs.  George  W.  Woods. 
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NEVADA, 

Reno.     Public  Library,    $15,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew.  Carnegie. 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Concord.  St,  Paul's  School.  Memorial  li- 
brary building,  costing  about  $150,000,  from 
George  R.  and  William  C.  Sheldon.  It  was 
dedicated  in  June,  1901. 

Conway.  Jenks  Memorial  Library,  Library 
building  costing  about  $50,000,  from  Mrs. 
Jenks,  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  Dr. 
Thomas  L.  Jenks,  of  Boston.  The  building 
was  dedicated  June  13,  1901. 

Dover.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  May  i,  1902, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Collection  of  music  and  music  books  num- 
bering 1000  volumes,  scores,  etc.,  including 
rare  scores  and  original  editions,  from  John 
W.  Tufts,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

—  Gift  of  nearly  500  books  and  pamphlets  of 
local  history,  a  collection  of  great  value, 
from  E.  R.  Brown. 

DuBUN.  H,  P,  Farnham  Memorial  Library, 
Library  building,  costing  over  $20,000,  to- 
gether with  an  annual  endowment  of  $3000 
for  heat,  light,  and  repairs,  from  Mrs.  H. 
P.  Farnham,  of  New  York.  The  building 
was  dedicated  June  30,  1901. 

Exeter.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  1800 
volumes  and  many  valuable  pamphlets,  the 
private  library  of  the  late  John  T.  Perry. 
The  books  will  have  separate  shelving  and 
will  be  designated  as  the  "Perry  Collection." 

Hampton  Falls.  Public  Library,  Building, 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Christian  Chapel, 
for  library  purposes,  from  John  T.  Brown, 
of  Newburyport,  Mass.  Turned  over  to 
the  town  Aug.  30,  1901. 

Littleton.  Public  Library,  $15,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Meredith.  B,  M,  Smith  Memorial  Library, 
A  new  building,  costing  between  $12,000  and 
$15,000,  from  Mrs.  B.  M.  Smith.  The 
building  was  dedicated  June  17,  1901. 

Nashua.  Public  Library.  Gift  of  $50,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  as  a  memorial 
to  John  M.  Hunt,  from  Mrs.  Hunt  and  her 
daughter.  Miss  Mary  E.  Hunt.  A  site  has 
been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $35,000  and  the 
building  is  now  being  erected. 

Peterboro.  Town  Library.  $5000,  Feb.  19, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

SoMERSWORTH.  PubUc  Library,  $15,000,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

West  Swanzey.  Stratton  Free  Library,  Be- 
quest of  library  building  and  its  contents, 
together  with  $5000  as  a  fund  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  library  and  building,  from 
George  W.  Stratton,  of  Boston. 
NEW  JERSEY, 

East  Orange.  Free  Public  Library,  New 
library  building  (comer-stone  laid  Oct.  29, 
1901),  by  Andrew  Carnegie. 


Hackensack.  Johnson  Public  Library,  New 
library  building,  cost  including  equipment 
about  $60,000,  from  W.  M.  Johnson,  First 
Assistant  Postmaster  General.  The  build- 
ing was  dedicated  Oct.  5,  1901,  and  the 
library  opened  for  regular  work  two  days 
later. 

—  812  volumes,  from  William  M.  Johnson. 

—  484  volumes,  from  the  Hackensack  Library 
Association. 

Jersey  City.  Free  Public  Library.  Large 
and  valuable  collection  of  minerals,  shells, 
curios,  etc.,  from  David  W.  Lawrence. 

— 1705  volumes  and  2352  pamphlets,  forming 
the  valuable  scientific  library  of  the  late 
L.  B.  Ward,  from  his  estate. 

Madison.  Drew  Theological  Seminary  Li- 
brary, 2360  volumes,  the  library  of  the  late 
Prof.  George  R.  Crooks;  $600  of  the  pur- 
chase money  was  contributed  by  friends  of 
the  seminary. 

New  Brunswick.  Free  Public  Library, 
$50,000,  March  15,  1902,  for  a  building, 
from  Andrew  Carnegie.  This  gift  was  ac- 
cepted March  30. 

—  Gardner  A,  Sage  Library.  Bequest  of  410 
volumes  and  pamphlets,  from  Rev.  John  A. 
Todd,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 

—  Rutgers  College  Library.  Bequest  of  about 
3000  volumes,  from  Rev.  John  A.  Todd, 
D.D.,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 

Newark.  Free  Public  Library.  500  volumes 
for  the  juvenile  library,  from  R.  C.  Jenkin- 
son. 

—  366  volumes,  from  James  E.  Howell. 

Orange.  Free  Library.  $1000,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  new  books,  from  Henry  Graves. 

—  Over  1 1 50  volumes,  valued  at  about  $8000, 
the  entire  library  of  the  late  Daniel  Addison 
Heald,  from  his  three  surviving  children. 

Passaic  Jane  Watson  Reid  Memorial  Li- 
brary, $105,000  (offered  Nov.  19.  1901),  for 
a  public  library  building  at  the  Passaic 
suburb  of  Dundee,  from  Peter  Reid,  upon 
condition  that  the  building  shall  be  knowp 
as  the  "Jane  Watson  Reid  Memorial  Li- 
brary," and  that  the  building  shall  have 
suitable  rooms  for  the  assistance  and  proper 
instruction  of  the  young  people  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city. 

—  $2000,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from 
Peter  Reid. 

Paterson.  Free  Public  Library.  $100,000, 
for  a  new  library  building,  to  replace  the 
one  destroyed  by  fire,  Feb.  8,  1902,  from 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Ryle,  as  a  memorial  to  her 
farther,  Charles  Danforth.  Gift  accepted 
Feb.  18,  1902,  with  expressions  of  sincere 
gratitude.  Mrs  Ryle's  previous  gifts  of 
house  and  land,  remodeling  and  furnishing, 
and  the  enlargement  of  the  old  building  ^ 
amounted  to  about  $85,000. 

Perth  Amboy.  Free  Public  Library.  Li- 
brary site  valued  at  about  $12,500,  Jan.  19, 
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1902,  for  the  new  Carnegie  library  building, 
from  Cortlandt  Parker,  of  Newark,  upon 
condition  that  the  property  shall  always  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Free  Public 
Library. 

—  Site  for  the  proposed  Carnegie  library 
building,  valued  at  $5000,  offered  Feb.  14, 
1902,  and  accepted  the  same  date,  from 
Leonard  and  Adolph  Lewisohn  and  James 
C.  McCoy. 

Plainfield.  Public  Library.  Valuable  col- 
lection of  more  than  5000  butterflies,  ar- 
ranged in  eight  cases  and  valued  at  over 
$10,000,  from  ex-Mayor  Andrew  Gilbert 
The  collection  will  be  exhibited  in  the  art 
gallery. 

Princeton.  Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 
1210  volumes,  a  part  of  the  library  of  Prof. 
Samuel  Miller,  the  second  professor  of 
Princeton  Seminary,  and  the  great-great- 
gfrandfather  of  the  donor,  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Miller  Breckinridge  Long. 

—  Princeton  University.  $50,000,  for  library 
endowment,  name  of  donor  not  stated. 

—  Collection  of  1200  Arabic  mss.,  on  deposit, 
from  Robert  Garrett,  Esq. 

—  95  Babylonian  cylinders  and  cone-shaped 
seals  and  400  clay  tablets,  name  of  donor 
not  stated. 

Trenton.  Free  Public  Library.  The  Charles 
Skelton  library  fund,  amounting  to  about 
$9000  in  cash  and  an  annual  income  of  $900, 
derived  from  real  estate,  has  recently  been 
turned  over  to  this  library  by  direction  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  income  will 
be  used  to  purchase  reference  books.  Mr. 
Skelton  died  in  1879. 

—  3000  volumes,  one-half  late  novels,  the  rest 
representing  pure  and  applied  sciences,  from 
F.  W.  Roebling. 

ViNELAND.  Public  Library.  Books,  valued 
at  about  $2000,  from  the  late  N.  B.  Webster, 
forming  the  nucleus  of  the  library. 

West  HoBOKEN.  Free  Public  Library.  $25,000, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

NEW  MEXICO. 
Las  Vegas.    Public  Library.    $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

NEIV  YORK. 

Albany.  New  York  State  Library.  Bequest 
of  the  Duncan  Campbell  collection  of  3295 
volumes,  899  pamphlets,  49  manuscripts,  and 
493  plates,  engravings,  etc.,  from  Miss  Ellen 
Campbell.  Received  June  i,  1901.  This 
collection  forms  a  rare  and  valuable  addi- 
tion to  the  library. 

— 1356  volumes  and  9328  pamphlets,  from 
Walter  Stanley  Biscoe. 

^Public  Library.  $175,000,  March  14,  1902, 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegfie,  an 
annual  maintenance  fund  of  $20,000  is  re- 
quired. Plans  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
gift  include  a  merger  of  the  libraries  of  the 


Young  Men's  Association,  the  Pruyn  Li- 
brary, and  the  Albany  Free  Library;  the 
erection  of  a  central  building  for  $150,000; 
and  the  use  of  $25,000  for  the  equipment 
of  the  south  end  (Albany  Free  Library)  as 
a  branch.  Declined  May  19,  1902. 
Amsterdam.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  Feb. 
9,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Angeuca.  Public  Library.  Library  building, 
value  not  given,  from  Mrs.  Frank  Sullivan 
Smith,  as  a  memorial  to  her  mother,  Luda 
Cornelia  Hapgood  Higgins. 

Bay  Ridge.  Free  Library.  Bequest  of  $500, 
from  Norris  L.  M.  Bennett,  of  New  Utrecht 

BiNGHAMTON.  PubHc  Library.  $75,000,  April 
28,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Brooklyn.  Brooklyn  Institute  Museum  Li- 
brary. 382  volumes,  from  Dr.  James  Cruik- 
shank. 

—  Gift  of  339  volumes,  from  Maria  Sprague 
Meeker. 

^Brooklyn  Library.  374  volumes,  from 
Thomas  G.  Shearman's  estate. 

—  Long  Island  Historical  Society  Library. 
$17,430,  for  a  special  endowment  fund, 
raised  by  popular  subscription.  The  follow- 
ing are  among  the  largest  amounts  sub- 
scribed :  Wilhelmus  Mynderse  and  John  J. 
Pierrepont,  each  $5000;  Frank  Sherman 
Benson,  $1100;  Charles  A.  Hoyt,  Frank 
Lyman,  and  Henry  K.  Sheldon,  each  $1000; 
subscriptions  in  sums  less  than  $500,  $3330. 

—  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kings  Li- 
brary. Purple  collection  of  4169  volumes, 
14,492  pamphlets  and  periodicals.  May  4. 
190 1,  purchased  and  presented  by  12 
Brooklyn  physicians. 

—  Watson  collection  of  4100  volumes  and  1929 
pamphlets  and  periodicals,  Oct.  4,  1900,  pur- 
chased and  presented  by  12  Brooklyn  phy- 
sicians. 

—  Gift  (or  loan)  of  2041  volumes  and  7987 
pamphlets  and  periodicals,  Oct.,  1901,  from 
the  Long  Island  Historical  Society. 

— 1015  volumes.  8043  pamphlets  and  period- 
icals, from  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  New  York  City. 

—  838  volumes  and  12,855  pamphlets  and  peri- 
odicals. Nov.  15,  1901,  from  Mrs.  Alexander 
J.  C.  Skene. 

—  471  volumes  and  1790  pamphlets  and  peri- 
odicals, April  20,  1 901,  from  Dr.  Charles 
De  Szigethy. 

—  393  volumes  and  3984  pamphlets  and  peri- 
odicals, Sept.  22,  1900,  from  Dr.  Joseph  H. 
Hunt. 

—  362  volumes  and  43  pamphlets.  May  i,  1902, 
from  Mrs.  E.  N.  Chapman. 

—  288  volumes  and  731  periodicals,  March  12, 
1901,  from  Bristol  Medical  Library,  Bristol, 
England. 

—  269  volumes  and  1045  pamphlets  and  peri- 


COLE. 


Ill 


odicals,  from  the  Northern  Dispensary,  of 
New  York  City. 

—  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Li- 
brary, Gift  of  $500,  for  new  books,  not 
fiction,  October,  1901,  from  George  Foster 
Peabody. 

Buffalo.  Public  Library.  Collection  of  Mex- 
ican books  exhibited  at  the  Pan-American 
Exposition,  from  the  Mexican  Government. 

Canandaigua.  Wood  Library,  $10,000,  Nov. 
4,  1901,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Canastota.  Public  Library,  $10,000,  Jan.  10, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Canton.  Public  Library,  $30,000,  Sept.  19, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Chatham.    Public  Library,    $15,000,  Sept  4, 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
CoHOES.    Carnegie  Library,    Site  for  the  new 

Carnegie  library  building,  value  not  stated, 
from  Charles  R.  Ford. 

—  Site,  value  not  stated,  for  the  new  Car- 
negie library  building,  from  Mrs.  Frances 
V.  Hubbard,  in  memory  of  her  husband, 
the  late  Mayor  Hubbard. 

Fulton.    Public  Library.    $15,000,  March  13, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Gloversville.    Public  Library,    $50,000,  Jan. 

21,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie; a  repetition  and  increase  of  a  former 
offer  of  $50,000.  The  gift  was  accepted 
Feb.  17.  1902. 

Griffin's  Corners,  Delaware  Co.  Skene 
Memorial  Library.  $5000,  for  a  building, 
from  Andrew  Carnegie.  No  condition  is 
attached  to  this  gift  except  that  the  li- 
brary shall  be  a  memorial  to  Dr.  A.  J.  C 
Skene,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  shall  bear 
his  name. 

Hamilton.  Colgate  University  Library.  543 
volumes,  from  Joseph  Spencer  Kennard, 
D.  C.  L. 

—  Bequests  of  435  volumes,  from  Prof.  P.  B. 
Spear,  D.D. 

Irvington.    Public  Library.    $10,000,  July  4, 

1901,  to  establish  a  public  library,  from 
Frederick  W.  Guiteau. 

IsLip.    Public  Library.    $10,000,  Oct.  23.  1901, 

for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Johnstown.    Public  Library.    $5000,  Jan.  16, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
in  addition  to  a  former  gift  of  $20,000. 

Kingston.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  Jan.  7, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Mount  Vernon.  Public  Library.  $15,000, 
April  9,  1902,  for  a  building,  malcing  a  total 
of  $50,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Naples.  Public  Library.  $1000,  to  be  used  in 
establishing  a  library  to  be  conducted  in 
connection  with  the  High  School,  to  be 
known  as  the  Hiram  Maxfield  Library,  from 
D.  H.  Maxfield. 

New  Rochelle.  Public  Library.  $50,000,  for 
a  new  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 


negie.  As  the  library  just  before  the  receipt 
of  this  offer  had  leased  quarters  for  10  years 
and  the  leasor  refuses  to  release  the  library 
the  offer  will  pass  unaccepted. 

New  York  City.  Aguilar  Free  Library.  Be- 
quest of  $1000,  from  Theodore  G.  Weil. 

—  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 
3621  volumes,  including  3450  pamphlets, 
May  17,  1901,  on  the  early  sciences,  formerly 
belonging  to  Latimer  Clark,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  English  Society  of  Tele- 
graph Engineers,  from  Dr.  S.  S.  Wheeler. 
This  collection  represents  47  years  of  col- 
lecting by  Mr.  Qark. 

—  American  Seamen's  Friend  Society.  Be- 
quest of  $5000,  the  income  to  be  used  in 
providing  libraries  for  sailors,  from  Mrs. 
Cornelia  C.  Tompkins. 

—  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  Li- 
brary. 2420  volumes  in  the  Chinese  lan- 
guage, from  China. 

—  Nearly  2000  volumes,  pamphlets,  etc.,  in 
various  branches  of  science,  from  the  heirs 
of  General  Egbert  L.  Viele. 

—  300  volumes  and  pamphlets  on  conchology, 
valued  at  $1500,  from  Frederick  A.  Con- 
stable. 

—  Columbia  University  Library.  Bequest  of 
$50,000,  the  income  to  be  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  from  Mrs.  Lura  Currier, 
to  be  known  as  the  Nathaniel  Currier  Fund. 

—  Gift  (offered)  of  from  $3000  to  $4000,  for 
the  equipment  of  a  laboratory  library  in 
history  for  undergraduate  students,  from  an 
unnamed  friend  of  the  university.  "It  is 
not  known  that  an  experiment  of  this  kind 
and  of  this  magnitude  has  been  made  in  any 
educational  institution  in  this  country,  and 
the  results  are  awaited  with  great  interest 
by  other  departments." 

—  $2600,  for  the  purchase  of  Chinese  books 
and  books  about  China,  from  the  Dean  Lung 
Fund. 

—  $1000,  for  current  expenses  of  the  Avery 
architectural  library,  from  S.  P.  Avery, 
also  about  $1000  in  addition,  for  special 
purchases  for  that  library. 

—  6000  volumes,  from  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment.. 

—  "Clinton  Papers"  (costing  $2500),  embrac- 
ing 1 100  letters  addressed  to  DeWitt  Qin- 
ton  and  his  letter-books,  about  9000  pages 
in  all,  from  William  C.  Schermerhom. 

—  475  volumes,  for  the  library  of  Earl  Hall, 
from  the  library  of  the  late  Frederick  Will- 
iam Dibblee,  from  his  mother  Mrs.  Sarah 
M.  Dibblee. 

—  379  volumes  and  778  pamphlets,  from  Presi- 
dent Nicholas  Murray  Butler. 

—  356  volumes  and  11 15  pamphlets,  from 
George  Watson  Cole. 

—  Over  200  volumes  of  books  and  mss.  re- 
lating to  Spanish-American  countries,  from 
Prof.  Arthur  N.  Brown,  of  Annapolis,  Md. 


112 


MAGNOLIA  CONFERENCE. 


—  Cooper  Union  Library.  Bequest  of  $20,000, 
for  a  special  library  fund,  from  Oswald 
Ottendorfer.  The  recent  gifts  of  $300,000 
from  Andrew  Carnegie  and  $500,000  from 
the  Cooper  and  Hewitt  families  are  to  be 
applied  to  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Cooper  Union. 

—  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Trades- 
men. Bequest  of  $4750,  from  Charles  B. 
Haughian. 

—  New  York  Historical  Society.  Gifts  ag- 
gregating $105,000,  for  new  library  building; 
the  largest  from  Miss  Matilda  Wolfe  Bruce 
of  $15,000,  others  of  $1000  or  over  from 
William  K.  Vanderbilt,  Charles  A.  Sherman, 
Mrs.  Frederick  F.  Thompson,  William  C. 
Schermerhom,  Miss  Caroline  Phelps  Stokes, 
Nicholas  Fish,  Mrs.  Caroline  Frederick 
Hoffman,  Frederick  Wendell  Jackson, 
Henry  Phipps,  Dean  Hoffman,  Daniel 
Parrish,  Jr.,  Miss  Charlotte  A.  Mount,  and 
Miss  Susan  Mount 

—  New  York  Press  Club.  $5000,  Dec  18, 
1901,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

—  New  York  Public  Library;  Astor,  Lenox, 
and  Tilden  Foundations.  2409  volumes  and 
2480  pamphlets,  a  collection  relating  to  eco- 
nomics, statistics,  history  of  railroads  in 
this  country,  etc.,  from  Mrs.  Simon  Sterne. 

— 1560  volumes  and  1487  pamphlets,  consist- 
ing of  railroad  reports,  reports  of  state 
treasurers,  auditors,  etc.,  from  H.  V.  and 
H.  W.  Poor. 

—  520  volumes  and  50  pamphlets,  forming 
the  John  Robinson  collection  of  English  and 
American  annuals,  art  treasures  of  the 
Paris  Exposition,  etc.,  from  Mrs.  Henry 
Draper. 

—  511  volumes  of  newspapers,  from  the  Long 
Island  Historical  Society. 

—  990  prints,  from  Charles  B.  Curtis. 
— 909  prints  from  R.  H.  Storer. 

—  628  or  more  prints,  from  James  D.  Smillie. 

—  400  prints,  from  S.  P.  Avery. 

—  New  York  Society  Library.  Bequest,  from 
Charles  H.  Contoit ;  the  final  $5000  of  this 
bequest  has  recently  been  paid  to  the  library. 
The  whole  amount  received  from  this 
source  has  been  $142,504.86. 

—  850  volumes,  from  the  library  of  the  late 
John  R.  Broadhead,  the  well-known  his- 
torian of  New  York  State. 

—  New  York  University  Library.  2485  vol- 
umes, some  of  them  private  and  limited  edi- 
tions of  rare  works  of  American  history 
and  literature,  from  William  Frederick 
Havemeyer. 

—  2363  volumes,  from  Miss  Helen  Miller 
Gould. 

—  Bequest  of  1685  volumes  of  German  litera- 
ture, from  the  Hon.  Oswald  Ottendorfer. 

— 1398  volumes,  from  Rev.  Charles  R.  and 
Prof.  W.  K.  Gillett. 


—  619  volumes  of  American  history,  from  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  New  York 
University. 

—  256  volumes,  from  Prof.  John  James 
Stevenson. 

—  253  volumes,  from  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smith. 

Newark.  Public  Library.  Memorial  window, 
of  the  value  of  $1500,  from  Henry  C.  Reid, 
of  Evanston,  111.,  in  memory  of  his  wife. 

Niagara  Falls.  Public  Library.  $50,000^ 
for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Norwich.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  real 
and  personal  property,  value  not  stated,  for 
library  purposes,  from  Mrs.  Jane  M.  Guern- 
sey. Various  conditions  are  attached  to 
this  bequest 

Nyack.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Dec  23, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
The  three  corporations  of  Nyack,  South 
Nyack,  and  Upper  Nyack  already  contrib- 
ute $1200  annually,  rendering  acceptance 
almost  certain. 

Oneida.  Public  Library.  $11,000,  Dec  31, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Penn  Yan.  Public  Library.  $1500,  towards 
new  building,  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Armstrong,  provided  $10,000  be  raised  for 
the  purpose. 

—  $2500,  towards  building,  from  Charles  Cur- 
tis, of  New  York,  on  condition  that  $10,000 
be  raised  for  the  purpose. 

Pine  Hill.  Public  Library,  New  public  li- 
brary building,  to  be  erected,  cost  not 
stated,  from  Henry  Morton,  President  of 
the  Stevens  Institute,  as  a  memorial  to  his 
wife,  who  died  at  Pine  Hill  last  summer. 

Port  Jervis  Public  Library.  $10,000,  for  a 
new  building,  in  addition  to  his  previous 
gift  of  $20,000,  making  a  total  of  $30,000, 
by  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Site  for  the  new  library  building,  value  not 
stated,  by  Peter  F.  Farnum. 

Port  Washington.  Public  Library.  Gym- 
nasium and  library  building,  cost  not  stated, 
from  Howard  Gould;  the  people  will  be 
asked  to  vote  upon  a  suitable  site  and  ar- 
range for  the  care  of  the  property. 

Poughkeepsie.  Vassar  College  Library.  A 
fund  for  a  new  library  building,  announced 
May  2,  1902,  name  of  donor  withheld. 

RosLYN,  L.  I.  William  Cullen  Bryant  Li- 
brary. $1500,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Qarence 
Mackay. 

—  About  1000  volumes,  from  Mr.  Bryant's 
Cedarmere  library,  from  Mrs.  Oarcnce 
Mackay. 

Sandy  Hill.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  May 
2,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Saratoga.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Saratoga  Springs.    Public  Library.    $20,000; 
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Jan.  7,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Schenectady.  Public  Library,  Bequest  of 
$10,000,  from  John  E.  Ellis,  of  New  York. 

Syracuse.  Syracuse  University  Library, 
$500  and  a  set  of  the  Jesuit  Relations,  of 
73  volumes,  from  Theodore  Irwin,  of  Os- 
wego. 

Watertown.  Flower  Memorial  Library.  A 
site,  value  not  stated,  in  addition  to  her  gift 
of  $200,000,  for  a  memorial  library  building, 
from  Mrs.  Emma  Flower  Taylor. 

Watervliet.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  Feb. 
10,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Chapel  Hill.  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina. $550,  for  recataloging  purposes,  from 
the  Dialectic  and  Philanthropic  Literary 
Societies,  by  which  the  library  is  endowed. 

Charlotte.  Public  Library.  $5000,  Oct.  13, 
1901,  for  a  public  library  building,  in  addi- 
tion to  former  gift  of  $20,000,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Durham.  Trinity  College  Library.  New 
library  building  and  equipment,  to  cost 
about  $70,000  (instead  of  $50,000,  as  pre- 
viously reported),  from  James  B.  Duke. 

Greensboro.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  May 
3,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 

Fargo.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  for  a  build- 
ing, from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Grand  Forks.  Public  Library.  $2|0,ooo,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Valley  City.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  July 
20,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

OHIO. 

Akron.  Public  Library.  $50,000,  for  a  build- 
ing to  serve  the  double  purpose  of  a  library 
and  club  for  boys  and  young  men,  from 
Col.  George  T.  Goodrich,  on  condition  that 
an  endowment  fund  of  $30,000  be  raised 
and  a  site  furnished  by  the  city.  The  city 
offers  a  site  in  Bierce  Park. 

—  $70,000,  Dec.  23,  1901,  for  a  building,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

Ashtabula.  Free  Public  Library.  Bequest 
value  not  stated,  of  her  entire  estate,  from 
Maria  Conklin,  to  "erect  and  construct  in 
whole  or  in  part  a  suitable  building  for  the 
Free  Public  Library  to  be  known  as  the 
'Conklin  Library  Building.' " 

Barberton.  Public  Library.  Library,  with 
furniture,  and  several  thousand  books,  in 
rented  quarters,  from  Ohio  C.  Barber,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Diamond  Match  Company. 

CiNaNNATi.  Lloyd  Library.  This  library,  of 
about  15,000  to  20,000  volumes  and  pam- 
phlets, devoted  to  botany,  pharmacy,  chem- 
istry and  allied  sciences,  has  been  thrown 


open  to  the  public  and  is  pledged  to  be 
donated  intact  to  science.  It  will  finally  be 
placed  in  the  university  best  calculated  to 
serve  science. 

—  Public  Library.  $180,000,  April  9,  ip02, 
for  six  branch  libraries,  in  various 
parts  of  the  city,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
This  gift  has  been  accepted.  Recent  legis- 
lation authorizes  the  city  to  issue  $180,000 
in  bonds,  the  money  so  raised  to  be  ex- 
pended for  the  purchase  of  sites  and  the 
equipment  of  the  Carnegie  branches. 

—  Gift  of  two  sites  for  the  Carnegie  branch 
libraries,  worth  from  $5000  to  $10,000  each. 

—  $1600,  for  the  library  for  the  blind,  by  va- 
rious donors. 

—  Gifts  aggregating  $1582,  from  numerous 
donors ;  four  of  $100  each. 

—  Schmidtlapp  Memorial  Library.  $100,000, 
for  the  erection  of  a  memorial  library  build- 
ing, devoted  exclusively  to  art  on  ground 
set  apart  for  art  purposes  in  Eden  Park,  by 
J.  G.  Schmidtlapp. 

Cleveland.  Adelbert  College  Library.  $1000, 
from  Hon.  John  Hay,  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

—  Set  of  "The  Jesuit  Relations;"  edited  by 
Reuben  Gold  Thwaites  (73  vols.),  from 
alumni  and  friends. 

Columbus.  Public  Library.  $150,000,  Jan. 
I,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie, on  condition  that  a  yearly  mainte- 
nance of  $20,000  be  guaranteed.  The  gift 
has  been  accepted. 

Delaware.  Ohio  Wesleyan  University.  Be- 
quest of  600  volumes,  largely  of  classical 
works  and  a  splendid  collection  of  English 
grammars,  from  Prof.  W.  G.  Williams. 

Galion.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  April  15, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Gambier.  Kenyan  College  Library.  $17,500, 
in  property  and  money,  the  income  to  be 
spent  for  books  and  $13,000  to  build  a  new 
stack-room,  from  James  P.  Stephens  (Qass 
*59),  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Greenville.  Carnegie  Library.  $10,000,  for 
a  building,  in  addition  to  the  original  grift 
of  $15,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Kalis  HEL.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Kent.  Free  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Sept. 
I,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  A  site,  valued  at  $3000,  for  the  new  Car- 
negie building,  from  Hon.  Marvin  Kent. 

Kenton.  Public  Library.  $17,500,  Jan.  24, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
on  condition  that  the  town  grant  a  yearly 
maintenance  of  $1750,  provide  a  building 
site,  and  secure  an  endowment  of  $10,000. 

—  $10,000,  offered  as  an  endowment  fund,  by 
Lewis  Merriman. 

—  $5000,  offered  as  an  endowment  fund,  from 
an  anonymous  donor. 
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Mansfield.  City  Library.  Bequest  of  $5000, 
by  will  filed  Sept.  9,  1901,  from  John  C. 
Larwell. 

Newport.  Public  Library,  $6500,  Jan.  10, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
in  addition  to  a  former  gift. 

Portsmouth.  Public  Library,  $50,000,  July 
18,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   This  gift  has  been  accepted. 

Washington.  Public  Library,  $12,000,  Jan. 
15,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Wellington.  Public,  Library,  New  library 
building,  to  cost  $15,000,  from  Col.  Myron 
T.  Herrick,  as  a  memorial  to  his  father  and 
mother. 

—  Public  Library,  $10,000,  Feb.  7,  1902,  for 
a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  Ac- 
cepted March  3. 

Xenia.  Public  Library,  $20,000,  Jan.  27, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
The  city  already  appropriates  about  $2000 
yearly  for  library  maintenance. 

OKLAHOMA    TERRITORY, 

Guthrie.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  Accepted 
by  the  city  council  in  Oct.,  1901. 

—  $6000,  additional,  March  22,  1902,  for  a 
building,  making  a  total  of  $26,000,  from 
Andrew  Carnegie. 

OREGON. 

Fulton.  Public  Library,  Library  building, 
by  the  boys  of  Fulton. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Beaver.  Public  Library.  $50,000,  for  a  build- 
ing, by  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Bessemer.  Public  Library.  $30,000.  Feb.  20, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Bryn  Mawr.  Bryn  Mawr  College  Library. 
$1258.70,  for  books,  apportioned  among 
various  departments,  from  a  friend  of  the 
college. 

Grove  City.  Public  Library.  Site  for  the 
new  Carnegie  library  building,  from  J.  N. 
Pew. 

Haverford.  Haverford  College  Library.  400 
cuneiform  clay  tablets,  from  Babylonia,  all 
in  the  Assyrian  language,  from  T.  Wister 
Brown,  of  Philadelphia.  They  are  to  be 
known  as  the  "Haverford  Library  Baby- 
lonian Collection" — average  date  2500  b.  c. 

—  350  volumes,  chiefly  scientific  works,  from 
the  library  of  the  late  Prof.  Edward  Drinker 
Cope,  from  Mrs.  Cope. 

Jenkintown.     Public  Library.    $1500,  raised 

by  popular  subscription. 
Kennett  Square.     Bayard  Taylor  Memorial 

Library.    $1000.  from  Gen.  William  Palmer, 

of  Colorado  Springs.  Colorado. 
McKee's   Rocks.     Public  Library.     $20,000, 

for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Media.    Free  Library.    Gift  (or  loan)  of  400 


volumes,  from  the  Friends'  Free  Reading 
Room. 

Newcastle.  Public  Library,  ^40,000,  for  a 
building,  by  Andrew  Carnegie.  This  gift 
has  been  declined. 

NoRRiSTOWN.  Public  Library,  $50,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie.  Accepted 
May  3,  1901.  The  collection  of  the  present 
Norristown  Library  Company  is  to  be 
merged  into  the  new  institution.  Unsuccess- 
ful injunction  proceedings  were  instituted 
to  prevent  acceptance. 

Paulsboro.  Public  Library,  1000  volumes, 
from  the  Powder  Company. 

Philadelphia.  College  of  Physicians  Li- 
brary,   $1000,  from  Dr.  William  W.  Keen 

—  Bequest  of  1500  volumes,  from  Dr.  John 
Ashhurst,  Jr. 

—  The  library  of  1500  volumes  of  the  late 
Dr.  J.  Stockton  Hough,  unique  collection  of 
rare  and  early  medical  works,  in  part  by 
subscription  as  follows :  Dr.  G.  Fales  BsJccr, 
$500;  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  $200;  Dr.  John 
K.  Mitchell,  $200. 

—  Drexel  Institute  Library,  915  volumes, 
Feb.,  1902,  from  George  W.  Childs  Drexel, 
of  the  Public  Ledger, 

—  Franklin  Institute  Library.  $10,840,  added 
to  the  permanent  funds  of  the  institute, 
from  the  subscribers  to  the  National  Ex- 
port Exposition,  1899. 

—  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Books,  at 
a  cost  of  $1476.31,  from  P.  A.  B.  Widener. 

—  Books,  costing  $500,  from  Messrs.  William 
S.  Cramp  &  Sons. 

—  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  Be- 
quest of  $5000,  from  Howard  Williams 
Floyd. 

—  About  600  bound  volumes,  from  Mrs. 
Charles  J.  Still§. 

—  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  $5000, 
from  Henry  C.  Lea. 

—  University  of  Pennsylvania  Library,  Gifts 
of  various  funds  amounting  to  $40oa  to 
complete  files  of  medical,  mathematical, 
and  chemical  periodicals  and  the  series  of 
the  Calendars  of  State  Papers  and  the  Eng- 
lish Rolls  Series,  from  friends  of  the  uni- 
versity. 

—  Gift  of  the  non-medical  portion  of  the  J 
Stockton  Hough  collection,  particularly  val- 
uable for  its  bibliographical  section  and 
containing  26  specimens  of  incunabula,  from 
a  number  of  gentlemen  who  g^ave  the  funds 
necessary  for  the  purchase. 

Sharon.  Public  Library.  $200,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Frank  H.  Buhl,  President  of 
the  Sharon  Steel  Co. 

TiTUSViLLE.  Public  Library.  $25,000.  offered, 
for  a  building,  from  W.  S.  and  R.  D.  Btf- 
son,  of  Passaic.  N.  J.,  and  their  sister,  Mr^ 
C.  F.  Emerson,  as  a  memorial  to  their  par- 
ents and  to  be  known  as  the  Benson  Meo- 
orial  Library. 
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RHODE  ISLAND, 

Newport.  Redwood  Library.  Bequest  of 
$5000,  from  George  H.  Norman. 

Providence.  Brown  University  Library.  Gift 
of  $2500,  for  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of 
books  for  the  classical  departments,  from 
James  Tucker,  Jr. 

—  310  volumes,  to  the  Wheaton  collection  of 
international  law,  from  William  Vail  Kellen, 
Ph.D. 

—  5000  manuscript  pieces,  to  the  Wheaton 
collection  of  international  law,  mainly  the 
correspondence  of  Jonathan  Russell  Brown, 
1791,  Commissioner  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
of  Ghent. 

—  Small  but  very  valuable  collection  of  the 
letters  and  papers  of  Henry  Wheaton 
Brown,  1802. 

—  Public  Library.  $1000,  from  Mrs.  Philip 
Allen. 

—  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  Library. 
Bequest  of  $2000,  from  Esek  A.  Jillson. 

—  Bequest  of  about  1000  volumes,  a  collection 
on  the  English  and  American  stage,  formed 
by  Charles  J.  Jillson,  the  son  of  the  donor, 
Esek  A.  Jillson.  A  title  list  of  this  col- 
lection was  published  in  the  "Co-operative 
Bulletin  of  the  Providence  Libraries,"  for 
December,  1901. 

—  Large  collection  on  American  history,  trav- 
els, and  ethnology,  valued  at  $3000,  from 
Henry  R.  Bartlett,  as  a  memorial  to  his 
father,  John  Russell  Bartlett. 

Westerly.  Westerly  Memorial  and  Library 
Association.  Bequest  of  $150,000,  and  also 
many  works  of  art,  from  Mrs.  Harriet  W. 
Wilcox,  of  Brooklyn,  the  income  to  be  used 
in  maintaining  the  building,  library,  and 
adjoining  park. 

SEABOARD. 

Seaboard.  Seaboard  Air  Line  Travelling  Li- 
braries. $2000,  for  books,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Spartenburg.  W afford  College.  Bequest  of 
his  large  and  splendid  library,  number  of 
volumes  not  stated,  from  Dr.  H.  Baer,  of 
Charleston. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Mitchell.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan.  28, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Accepted  Feb.  10,  1902. 

Redfield.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March  13, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Yankton.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

TENNESSEE. 

Chattanooga.  "The  Carnegie  Library  of 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee/*  Gift  (offered)  of 
$50,000,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   Accepted  Jan.  20,  1902. 


Knoxville.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  on  condi- 
tion that  a  yearly  appropriation  of  $3000  be 
guaranteed  for  its  maintenance.  This  offer 
has  been  declined. 

Nashville,  Public  Library.  $100,000,  Oct. 
18,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. Accepted  Nov.  14,  1901.  The  How- 
ard Library  voted,  Dec.  5,  1901,  to  turn  all 
its  property  over  to  this  library. 

—  A  site  for  the  new  library  building,  value 
not  stated,  by  J.  Edgar  McLehanen.  Ac- 
cepted Jan.  20,  1902. 

Sewanee.  University  of  the  South.  $6000, 
for  equipping  Convocation  Hall  as  a  library, 
the  donor's  name  withheld. 

TEXAS. 

Big  Springs.  Public  Library.  $4000,  for  a 
public  library  building,  also  a  site  for  the 
same,  from  The  Texas  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company. 

—  $1000,  towards  a  building,  from  Miss  Helen 
Miller  Gould. 

—  $1000.  towards  a  building,  raised  by  popular 
subscription. 

Bryan.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  April  16, 
1902.  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Dallas.  Public  Library.  New  library  build- 
ing, costing  $50,000  (dedicated  Oct.  29, 
1901),  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Site  for  new  Carnegie  building  (cost 
$9525),  largely  raised  by  public  contribu- 
tions. 

El  Paso.  Public  Library.  $35,000,  Jan.  15, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Fort  Worth.  Carnegie  Public  Library.  Gift 
of  new  building  (formally  opened  Oct.  17, 
1901)  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Georgetown.  Southwestern  University  Li- 
brary. $1000,  from  Mrs.  Viola  Hunt,  of 
Dallas. 

Houston.  Public  Library.  $6000,  for  a  book 
fund  for  children's  books  and  periodicals, 
in  memory  of  his  little  daughter,  from  N. 
S.  Meldrum. 

Santa  Anna.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Feb. 
3,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Temple.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan.  27, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Waco.  Baylor  University.  A  $75,000  library 
building  and  chapel,  from  Frank  L.  Carroll. 
Cornerstone  laid  March  3,  1902. 

UTAH. 

Salt  Lake  City.  Latter-Day  Saints  College 
Library.  $1000,  for  purchase  of  text-books 
on  natural  science,  from  Ezra  T.  Qark,  of 
Farmington. 

.—  Travelling  Library  Committee.  $500,  from 
George  Foster  Peabody,  of  New  York, 
bringing  his  gifts  up  to  $700.  This  gift 
assures  the  life  and  growth  of  these  libraries 
for  three  years. 
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VERMONT, 

Brandon.  Free  Library.  $875,  raised  by 
popular  subscription,  $joo  being  given  by  a 
non-resident. 

Brattleboro.  Free  Library.  $500,  from  Dor- 
man  B.  Eaton. 

—  $500,  from  Rev.  George  L.  Walker. 
BuRUNGTON.    Fletcher  Free  Library.    $50,000, 

Aug.  7,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Accepted  Aug.  14th.  The  build- 
ing is  to  be  begun  the  present  month,  Jtme, 
1902. 

Derby  Line.  Public  Library.  $50,000; 
$25,000  for  a  library  building,  $15,000  for 
furnishings,  books,  etc.,  and  $10,000  for  an 
endowment,  from  M.  M.  Haskell. 

Enosbukgh.  Public  Library.  $700,  from  the 
Ladies*  Improvement  Society. 

Grafton.  Public  Library.  $500,  from  Mrs. 
L.  B.  Daniels. 

Guildhall.  Public  Library.  New  library 
building,  with  site,  and  about  500  volumes, 
from  Col.  E.  C.  Benton,  of  Boston.  This 
building  was  dedicated  July  10,  1901. 

Hartford.  Wilder  Club  and  Library.  $1200, 
from  the  friends  of  the  founder. 

Ludlow.  Fletcher  Memorial  Library.  New 
library  building,  costing  upward  of  $100,000 
(dedicated  Nov.  i.  1901),  from  Hon.  Allen 
M.  Fletcher,  of  New  York  City,  formerly 
of  Indianapolis.  Ind. 

Montpelier.  Kellogg-Hubbard  Library.  $973, 
from  the  Ladies'  Library  Guild. 

—  $706,  from  the  Ladies'  Library  League. 
Newfane.     Moore  Public  Library.     Library 

building,  valued  at  $9000,  2100  volumes, 
and  $2000  for  an  endowment,  from  Mrs. 
Philura  C.  Moore. 

Northfield.  Norwich  University.  Valuable 
library  of  the  late  Orlando  Dana  Miller, 
from  his  daughters,  Lizzie  B.  and  Eva  B. 
Miller,  South  Merrimack,  N.  H. 

Norwich.  Public  Library.  New  library 
building,  cost  not  stated,  erected  by  pop- 
ular subscription. 

Putney.  Public  Library.  $500,  from  C.  W. 
Kimball. 

Randolph.  Kimball  Public  Library.  $10,000 
toward  a  new  library  building  (offered)  by 
Col.  Robert  J.  Kimball,  provided  the  town 
will  furnish  a  site  without  drawing  upon 
the  present  library  fund. 

—  $3300,  from  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Crocker. 
Reading.     Free  Library.     Library  building, 

costing  $5000,  from  Hon.  Gilbert  A.  Davis, 
of  Windsor. 

Richford.  Arvina  A.  Brown  Public  Library. 
$500,  from  Hon.  S.  P.  Carpenter. 

Sheldon.  Free  Library.  $3000,  from  Jona- 
than Northrop. 

St.  Albans.  Free  Library.  Bequest  of  a  li- 
brary building,  to  cost  $25,000,  from  Hon.  J. 
Gregory  Smith,  instead  of  $10,000,  as  pre- 
viously reported. 


Washington.  Public  Library.  $700,  from 
Mrs.  H.  A.  White. 

Weathersfield.  Proctor  Library.  Building, 
cost  not  given,  from  B.  Frai^  Blood,  of 
Waltham,  Mass.,  to  be  called  the  Proctor 
Library,  in  honor  of  his  grandfather,  an 
old-time  resident. 

WiNSOR.  Mary  L.  Blood  Memorial  Library. 
Memorial  library  building,  costing  about 
$4000,  together  with  $3000  for  the  purchase 
of  books  and  library  repairs,  by  Benjamin 
F.  Blood,  of  Waltham,  Mass. 

Weybridge.  Cotton  Free  Public  Library.  Be- 
quest of  $4000,  from  Joshua  F.  Cotton. 

—  330  volumes,  from  Benjamin  W.  Dodge. 

VIRGINIA. 

Charlottesville.  University  of  Virginia  Li- 
brary. 341  volumes,  from  Robert  M. 
Hughes,  Esq.,  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

Hampton.  Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute 
Library.  Gift  (offered)  of  $100,000,  for  the 
erection  and  equipment  of  a  library  build- 
ing, to  be  known  as  the  "C.  P.  Huntington 
Library,"  from  his  widow,  Mrs.  Huntington. 
This  amount  will  also  provide  a  fund  for 
carrying  on  its  work.  Amount  unreported 
last  year. 

Norfolk.  Carnegie  Library.  Site,  valued  at 
$15,000,  for  the  new  Carnegie  library  build- 
ing, as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Dr.  William 
Selden,  the  first  president  of  the  Library 
Association,  from  his  children. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Charlottesville.  Public  Library.  $20,000, 
for  a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

Huntington.  Public  Library.  $25,000,  Jan. 
6,  1902,  toward  a  library  building,  to  cost 
about  ^,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  $10,000  additional,  March  22,  1902,  for  a 
public  library  building,  making  a  total  of 
$35,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Martinsburg.  Public  Library.  $5000,  to- 
ward erection  of  a  public  library  building, 
from  an  unknown  lady,  provided  $5000 
more  is  raised  for  the  same  purpose  in  two 
years  and  site  furnished. 

MoRGANTOWN.  West  Virginia  University. 
18,000  volumes,  the  private  library  of  the 
Hon.  W.  T.  Willey,  formerly  United  States 
Senator,  from  his  heirs.  The  library  is  in- 
valuable because  of  its  completeness  in  the 
early  history  of  West  Virginia. 

WISCONSIN. 

Baraboo.    Public  Library.    $12,000,  March  13, 

1902,   for  a  public  library  building,   from 

Andrew  Carnegie. 
Beloit.     Public  Library.     $25,000,  Aug.  30^ 

iQOi,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

This  offer  was  accepted  Sept.  3. 
Chippewa  Falls.     Public  Library.    $20,000, 

Feb.  17,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 

Carnegie. 
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Eau  Claike.  Public  Library.  $40,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Fond  du  Lac.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  Feb. 
8,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie.   This  gift  has  been  accepted. 

—  $oboo,  for  site  of  the  new  Carnegie  library 
building,  raised  by  popular  subscription  by 
women's  clubs. 

Grand  Rapids.  /.  D.  Witter  Free  Travelling 
Libraries.  Bequest  of  $5000,  to  maintain  a 
system  of  travelling  libraries  for  Wood 
County,  from  J.  D.  Witter. 

—  T,  B.  Scott  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$5000,  for  a  library  endowment  fund,  from 
J.  D.  Witter.  Mr.  Witter  had  previously 
given  $5000  for  the  same  purpose. 

Green  Bay.  Kellogg  Library.  $5000,  Oct.  14, 
1901,  for  a  building,  in  addition  to  a  former 
gift  of  $20,000,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Lancaster.  Public  Library.  $1500,  for  li- 
brary purposes,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion. 

Madison.  Public  Library.  $75,000,  Dec.  30, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Accepted  Jan.  10,  1902. 

— State  Historical  Society.  694  volumes, 
mostly  English  literature,  from  Mrs. 
Charles  Kendall  Adams. 

— 172  volumes  and  785  pieces  of  unbound 
music,  the  musical  library  of  the  late  Prof. 
James  S.  Smith. 

—  A  deposit  of  723  bound  volumes  and  550 
pamphlets  and  newspaper  files  on  Mormon 
history,  from  Albert  Theodore  Schroeder, 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  This  collection 
probably  will  be  later  presented  to  the  li- 
brary. 

—  $4000,  for  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books 
on  art  or  of  objects  of  art  for  the  museum, 
from  Mrs.  Charles  Kendall  Adams. 

—  University  of  Wisconsin  Library.  2300  vol- 
umes, a  portion  of  his  private  library,  from 
Dr.  Charles  Kendall  Adams,  formerly  pres- 
ident of  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

—  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission.  $895, 
for  free  travelling  libraries,  from  citizens. 

—  $1355,  for  German  Travelling  Libraries, 
from  citizens  and  libraries. 

Marinette.  Public  Library.  $30,000,  Sept. 
17,  1901,  for  a  building  and  site,  from  Isaac 
Stephenson,  on  condition  that  the  city  puts 
itself  under  bonds  to  appropriate  at  least 
$3000  yearly  for  its  support.  This  offer  was 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  common  coun^ 
cil  on  Oct.  2. 

Milwaukee.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  from 
Mrs.  Antoinette  Keenan.  This  amount  has 
been  devoted  to  a  special  collection  of 
works  on  literature,  kept  in  a  separate  room, 
and  known  as  the  "Matthew  Keenan  Me- 
morial Collection." 

—  Pair  of  beautiful  bronze  electroliers,  April 
26,  1892,  from  Judge  J.  M.  Pereles,  the  re- 
tiring president  of  the  Library  Board. 


Monroe.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  March  19, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Neenah.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Oct.  17, 
1901,  towards  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  $15,000  additional  to  Carnegie  gift,  towards 
a  building,  raised  by  popular  subscription. 

—  Gift  of  an  appropriate  library  site,  valued 
at  $3000,  from  Mrs.  Theda  Clark  Peters. 

New  London.  Public  Library.  A  collection 
of  German  books,  number  of  volumes  not 
stated,  from  Senator  W.  H.  Hatten. 

Oconto.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  for  a  build- 
ing, from  James  Farnsworth,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  provided  the  city  furnishes  a  site  and 
$1500  annually  for  maintenance. 

Portage.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of  $5000, 
from  Mrs.  George  Kj-ech.  $2000  has  al- 
ready been  turned  over  to  the  library,  the 
remainder  will  be  paid  when  the  estate  is 
closed. 

—  Nearly  2000  volumes,  from  the  Free  Li- 
brary Association,  an  organization  of  ladies. 

— 500  books,  from  Miss  Maria  Austin. 
Racine.     Public  Library.     $50,000,   Aug.   5, 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Accepted  Dec.  12,  1901. 

—  $9500,  for  site  for  new  Carnegie  library 
building,  raised  by  popular  subscription. 

RiPON.     Public  Library.     $10,000,   April   15; 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Sheboygan.  Public  Library.  $10,000  addi- 
tional, March  17,  1902,  for  a  building,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $35,000,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. The  city  council  has  agreed  to  ap- 
propriate $3500  yearly  for  maintenance. 

Sparta.     Public  Library.     $10,000,  Feb.   12, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Stanley.  Moon  Memorial  Library.  New  li- 
brary building,  cost  not  stated,  from  Mrs. 
Sarah  F.  Moon,  of  Eau  Qaire,  as  a  me- 
morial to  her  late  husband,  Delos  R.  Moon. 
It  was  dedicated  Dec.  17,  1901. 

—  Public  Library.  $500,  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  from  S.  T.  McKnight. 

Stevens  Point.  Public  Library.  $20,000.  for 
a  public  library  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  $3000,  for  a  site  for  the  new  Carnegie  li- 
brary building,  raised  by  popular  subscrip- 
tion. 

Waukesha.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

Wausaukee.  Public  Library.  Public  library, 
reading-room,  and  gymnasium  building,  to 
cost  $5000,  from  H.  P.  Bird. 

—  $1000,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  from  H. 
P.  Bird. 

West  Superior.  Public  Library.  Site,  value 
not  stated,  for  the  new  Carnegie  library 
building,  from  the  estate  of  John  H.  Ham- 
mond and  money  raised  by  popular  sub- 
scription. 
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Whitewater.  Public  Library.  Bequest  of 
$i7,cxx),  from  Miss  Flavia  White,  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  upon  condition  that  the  greater 
part  be  used  to  erect  a  new  library  building 
on  the  site  of  the  present  one. 

PORTO  RICO. 

San  Juan.    Public  Library.    $60,000,  July  30, 

1 901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. The  city  council  has  agreed  to  ap- 
propriate $6000  annually  for  library  main- 
tenance. 

—  $100,000,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie, provided  the  city  appropriate  $6000 
annually  for  its  maintenance,  "supplemented 
by  action  on  the  part  of  the  insular  legisla- 
ture, bringing  the  total  up  to  $8000  or 
$9000."  The  building  will  be  erected  front- 
ing on  Plaza  Colon. 

CUBA. 

Havana.  Public  Library.  $250,000,  for  a 
library  building  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Over  3000  volumes,  only  300  of  which  are 
bound,  from  Sefior  Figarola  Canedo. 

DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 

British  Columbia.  Victoria.  Public  Li- 
brary. $50,000,  March  13,  1902,  for  a  build- 
ing, from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Manitoba,  Winnipeg.  Public  Library.  $100,- 
000,  July  25,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie.  This  gift  was  accepted  Feb. 
10, 1902. 

Ontario,  Bellville.  Public  library  building, 
offered  by  Gilbert  Parker,  the  novelist. 

—  Berlin.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  Colling  WOOD.  Public  Library.  $10,000, 
July,  24,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Cornwall.  Public  Library.  $7000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Galt.     Public  Library.    $17,500,  April  17, 

1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Goderich.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  GuELPH.  Public  Library.  $20,000,  Jan., 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Kingston.  Queens  University  Library. 
Fine  set  of  Canadian  historical  portraits, 
valued  at  $5000,  from  Gilbert  Parker,  the 
novelist. 

—  Lindsay.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  Jan., 
1902,  for  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  London.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  March 
13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie 

—  Montreal.  McGill  University  Library. 
$20,000,  for  the  purchase  of  books  required 
in  the  regular  university  course,  from  Sir 
William  MacDonald. 

—  Montreal.  Public  Library,    $150,000,  Aug. 


4,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  Pembroke.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  July 
16,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  St.  Catherine's.  Public  Library.  $20,000, 
Jan.  2,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  St.  Thomas.  Public  Library.  $i5,ool, 
March  13,  1902,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 

—  Sarnia.  Public  Library.  $15,000,  Jan.  20, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

—  Smith's  Falls.  Public  Library.  $10,000, 
Jan.  31.  1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew 
Carnegie. 

—  Stratford.  Public  Library.  $12,000,  Dec. 
25,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 
negie. 

—  Thorold.  Public  Library.  $10,000,  May  i, 
1902,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Cam^c. 

—  Toronto.  University  of  Toronto  Library. 
$10,000  (received),  from  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goldwin  Smith. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

St.  Johns.  Public  Library.  $50,000,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

ENGLAND. 

Greenwich.  Public  Library.  £10,000,  for 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 

Stratford-on-Avon.  Public  Library.  Gift 
April  17,  1902,  amount  not  stated,  for  a 
building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  on  con- 
dition that  a  site  be  furnished. 

IRELAND. 

Waterford.  Public  Library.  £5000,  Oct  7, 
1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 

SCOTLAND. 

Annan,     Dumfrieshire.       Public     Library. 

£3000,  July  13,  1901,  for  a  building,  from 

Andrew  Carnegie. 
Ci^CKMANNAN.     PubUc  Library.     £1200,  for 

a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Coatbridge,  Lanark.    Public  Library.    £15,- 

000,  July  12,  1901,  for  a  building,  from  An- 
drew Carnegie. 
Dalkeith.    Public  Library.     £4000,  Aug.  23. 

1901,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Carnegie. 
Dundee..     Public  Library.     £37,000,  Oct  2i, 

1 901,   for   branch   library   buildings,    from 

Andrew  Carnegie. 
Glasgow,  Kinning   Park.     Public  Library. 

£5000,  for  a  building,  from  Andrew  Car- 

negfie. 
Larbert,     Stirlingshire.       Public    Library. 

£3000,  Sept.  8,  1901,  for  a  building,  from 

Andrew  Carnegie. 
Paisley.     Free  Library  and  Museum.    £27.- 

500,  from  James  P.  Coates,  of  the  J.  V.  P. 

Coates  Thread  Mills,  Paw  tucket,  R.  I. 
Rutherglen,  Lanarkshire.    Public  Library. 

£7500,  Aug.  29,  1901,  for  a  building,  from 

Andrew  Carnegie. 
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To  the  above  should  be  added  $9,000  given  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Travelling  Libraries  by  Andrew  Cam^sN^* 
Gifts  of  93  buildings  and  97  sites,  upon  which  no  value  was  placed,  also  fail  to  appear  in  the  tabulated  summary  • 
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THE   PROCEEDINGS. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Saturday,  June  14;  Magnolia,  Mass.,  Tuesday,  June  17  —  Friday,  June  20,  1902. 


FIRST  SESSION^. 

(Boston   Public   Library,  Saturday 
MoRNiN(i,  June  14.) 

The  first  session  of  the  Boston  and  Magnolia 
Conference  was  in  the  nature  of  an  informal 
gathering  for  announcements  and  short  ad- 
dresses of  welcome.  It  was  held  in  the  lecture 
room  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  and  was 
opened  at  9.30,  with  a  greeting  on  behalf  of 
the  local  committee  by  James  L.  Whitney, 
who  said : 

It  is  twenty-three  years  since  the  American 
Library  Association  met  in  Boston.  At  that 
time  the  free  public  library  movement  in  this 
country  was  almost  at  its  beginning.  Since 
then  conferences  have  been  held  yearly  in 
many  cities  throughout  the  country.  It  is 
time  that  another  meeting  be  held  here  in 
order  that  this  part  of  the  country  may  realize 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  library 
work. 

As  representing  the  libraries  of  Greater 
Boston,  in  behalf  of  the  local  committee,  I  bid 
you  welcome,  and  trust  that  your  stay  here 
may  be  full  of  profit  and  pleasure. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  De  Normandie,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  said : 

The  true  librarian  needs  to  be  alert  in  read- 
ing the  character  of  all  comers,  and  in  fitting 
to  that  character  the  books  which  shall  help  to 
mould  and  strengthen  it.  The  old  notion  of  a 
library  was  a  rather  poor  and  miserable  one. 
It  was  simply  the  notion  of  getting  more  books 
than  any  other  library  had,  and  being  some- 
what miserly  about  their  use.  Now  we  have 
only  the  generous  rivalry  by  which  each  library 
is  in  a  race  to  open  all  its  treasures  and  oppor- 
tunities to  the  seekers  after  knowledge  every- 
where. Reciprocity  is  a  word  in  high  favor 
among  librarians.  Every  good  library  has 
some  one  characteristic,  some  well  developed 
branch  under  some  active,  energetic  head, 
whose  results  all  other  libraries  can  appro- 
priate. 

The  great  work  of  the  library  always  will  be 
the  acquiring  of  books ;   and  when  we  think  of 
the  vast  numbers  of  them  which  fall  from  our 
busy  presses  like  leaves  of  the  forest,  what  is 
more  important  than  for  a  body  of  trained  men 


and  women  to  select  and  to  circulate  these 
books,  which,  joined  to  the  few  which  the 
ages  have  sifted  and  canonized,  shall  more  and 
more  accomplish  the  best  results  of  literature, 
the  deepening  and  enrichment  of  the  soul? 

We  welcome  you  as  members  of  this  the 
latest  of  the  professions;  we  welcome  you  to 
the  fine  opportunities  which  it  oflTers,  in  the 
refining  and  uplifting  influences  of  a  most 
humane  age.  May  we  all  be  helped  to  find  in 
this  profession  something  by  which  life  and 
thought  and  public  spirit  and  public  morals 
and  public  piety  may  be  lifted  to  ever  higher 
levels,  that  over  these  great  depositories  of 
books  we  may  write  the  inscription  found  on 
the  old  Egyptian  library,"  Nourishment  of  the 
soul." 

Charles  W.  Jencks  was  introduced  as  one 
of  the  members  of  the  first  Librarians*  Conven- 
tion, and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Library  Association.     Mr.  Jencks  spoke  on 

THE   librarians*  CONVENTION   OF    1853. 

I  highly  appreciate  the  honor  you  confer  by 
electing  me  an  honorary  member  of  jour  asso- 
ciation. I  am  asked  to  bring  a  greeting  from 
the  meeting  of  1853  to  that  of  1902,  and  to  make 
a  few  brief  remarks  about  the  first  convention 
of  librarians  ever  held  in  the  country,  and  I 
bring  a  letter  written  by  the  late  Dr.  Guild, 
formerly  librarian  of  Brown  University,  whick 
was  read  before  the  Unitarian  Club  some  years 
ago  when  the  topic  of  the  evening  was  **  The 
aims  and  opportunities  of  libraries."  The 
speakers  were  William  C.  Lane,  librarian  of 
Harvard  University,  who  spoke  of  the  neces- 
sities of  libraries  in  our  present  civilization; 
ILL.  Koopman  of  Brown ;  J.  L.  Harrison  of 
the  Athenaeum ;  W.  E.  Foster  of  our  public 
library;  and  then  Dr.  Guild's  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  the  first  attempt  to  form  a  national 
association  of  librarians. 

Dr.  Guild*s  letter  is  as  follows : 

You  ask  me  about  the  great  Librarian's 
Convention  that  was  held  in  New  York,  Sept. 
15  and  17,  1853,  which  you  attended  as  libra- 
rian of  Mechanics'  Library,  Providence,  and 
which  I  attended  as  librarian  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity. That  was  forty-six  years  ago,  when  ne 
were  young  men.  In  looking  over  the  twenty- 
one  names  that  signed  the  call  for  the  meeting 
I  recognized,  as  among  the  living  beside  mj- 
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self,  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  Hon.  Henry 
Barnard,  and  S.  Hastings  Grant.  My  recollec- 
tions of  the  convention  are  very  distinct.  It 
was  the  first  convention  of  the  kind  ever  held 
in  the  world's  history.  We  met  at  the  rooms 
of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
Eighty  delegates  were  present,  representing 
forty-seven  libraries  in  thirteen  different  States 
of  the  Union. 

Prof.  C.  C.  Jewett,  formerly  librarian  at 
Brown,  was  chosen  president;  S.  Hastings 
Grant,  of  New  York,  was  chosen  secretary, 
and  a  business  committee  of  five,  of  which  I 
was  a  member,  completed  the  organization. 
The  discussions,  from  day  to  day,  were  very  in- 
teresting, and  some  of  the  papers  presented 
were  of  real  value.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood, 
who,  although  then  living  in  New  York,  repre- 
sented, by  special  appointment,  the  Providence 
Athenseum,  of  which  he  has  been  an  active 
director,  made  the  remarks  of  the  occasion. 
They  were  eloquent,  practical,  and  more  than 
up  to  the  times.  He  closed  with  a  resolution 
providing  for  a  special  committee  of  three  to 
prepare  a  Library  Manual.  The  resolution 
was  heartily  adopted,  and  Mr.  Osgood,  Ed- 
ward Everett  Hale,  and  myself  were  appointed 
this  committee.  Several  years  later  I  pub- 
lished, as  you  know,  "  The  librarian's  manual," 
a  quarto  volume  with  illustrations,  which  has 
found  its  way  into  our  public  libraries,  both 
here  and  upon  the  continent,  and  which  I  have 
reason  to  think  has  been  useful. 

You  ask  who  were  the  delegates  from 
Providence.  Besides  ourselves,  Thomas  Hale 
Williams,  librarian  of  the  Athenaeum,  Albert 
Jones,  director,  and  Charles  Akerman,  director 
of  the  Mechanics'  Library.  The  convention 
adjourned  to  meet  in  Washington,  after  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  five  to  arrange  for 
permanent  organization.  The  committee 
failed  to  make  arrangements,  and  there  was  no 
further  meeting  of  the  librarians  until  1876, 
when  the  present  American  Library  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  Philadelphia.  The 
committee  on  permanent  organization  has 
been  criticised  for  its  failure  to  act.  The 
chairman,  Professor  Jewett,  about  this  time 
had  a  controversy  with  Dr.  Henry  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  eventually  left 
Washington  to  organize  the  Public  Library  of 
Boston.  He  was  too  busy  to  arrange  for  an- 
other convention.  The  second  man  on  the 
committee.  Prof.  Charles  Folsom,  resigned  as 
librarian  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  and  no 
longer  served  the  cause.  The  third,  S.  Hast- 
ings Grant,  gave  up  his  position  as  librarian 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  and  went  into  poli- 
tics on  a  much  larger  salary.  Elijah  Hayward, 
the  fourth,  lives  in  Ohio,  and  the  fifth  man, 
your  humble  servant,  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
shoulder  the  burden  alone.  Besides,  the  prime 
mover  in  the  first  convention,  Gen.  Charles  B. 
Norton,  had  met  with  reverses  and  was  unable 
to  go  on  as  in  the  beginning,  acting  as  agent 
of  librarians.  Then  came  the  financial  crisis 
of  1857,  the  Civil  War,  reconstruction,  etc. 
The  tenth  meeting  of  the  American  Library 


Association  was  held  at  the  Thousand  Islands, 
so  called  in  1887.  This  meeting  you  and  I  at- 
tended. 

I  learn  that  eight  original  members  of  the 
1853  meeting  are  still  living,  viz. :  Prof.  Wil- 
lard  Fiske,  Florence,  Italy;  President  D.  C 
Gilman,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  S.  Hastings  Grant, 
Montclair,  N.J. ;  E.  H.  Grant,  Washington, 
D.C.;  Rev.  E.  E.  Hale,  Boston,  Mass.,  E.  A. 
Harris,  Jersey  City,  N.J. ;  C.  W.  Jencks,  Provi- 
dence, R.I.,  and  Dr.  Anson  Judd  Upson,  Glens 
Falls,  N.Y.* 

Invitations  were  extended  from  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  Harvard  University,  and  other 
libraries,  and  announcements  of  local  excur- 
sions were  made.  Sunday  and  Monday  were 
given  up  to  visiting  the  libraries  of  Boston  and 
vicinity  and  to  locaU  entertainment,  and  to 
Council  and  committee  meetings  at  Magnolia. 

SECOND  SESSION, 

(OcEANsiDB  Hotel  Casino,  Magnolia, 
Tuesday  Morning,  June  17.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock 
by  President  John  S.  Billings. 

The  PRINTED  REPORT  OF    I9OI    MEETING  waS 

approved  as  presented  and  distributed. 
F.  W.  Faxon  presented  his 

secretary's   REPORT. 

Since  the  close  of  the  Waukesha  meeting 
last  July,  there  have  been  added  222  new  mem- 
bers, and  some  75  have  rejoined,  making  297 
to  be  counted  as  the  actual  gain  during  the 
eleven  months,  —  the  largest  number  ever 
added  in  one  year.  There  are  now  1,265  active 
members  of  the  Association,  and  doubtless  150 
or  200  more  will  join  during  this  meeting. 

The  secretary  is  more  than  ever  convinced 
that  a  person  who  drops  out  ought  to  have  a 
new  number  given  him  on  rejoining,  both  in 
fairness  to  those  who  retain  membership  from 
year  to  year,  and  that  the  compilation  of 
statistics  may  be  made  more  easy. 

During  the  last  few  months  efforts  have  been 
made  by  the  treasurer  to  enroll  on  our  list  of 
members  all  who  were  present  at  the  Librarians' 
Convention  of  1853.  Eight  such  have  been 
found,  and  according  to  a  previous  vote  of  the 
Association  are  now  on  the  list  as  honorary 
members. 

In  March  5,250  copies  of  the  Preliminary 

*  The  death  of  Dr.  Upson  was  announced  at  the  meeting 
on  the  16U1. 
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Announcement  (two  pages)  were  sent  out, 
covering  {a)  all  names  on  the  membership  list, 
(3)  all  those  of  members  of  the  local  and  state 
clubs  east  of  Ohio,  and  (c)  all  head  librarians, 
members  of  such  clubs,  throughout  the  West. 

After  a  delay  of  nearly  three  weeks  caused 
by  the  failure  of  western  railroads  to  act 
promptly  on  rates,  the  Final  Announcement 
(a  four-page  circular)  was  mailed  May  28,  an 
edition  of  5,500  being  almost  exhausted,  so 
great  was  the  interest  awakened  in  the  meeting. 

A  supplement  to  last  year's  handbook  was 
printed  (edition  2,500,  cost  $83  for  forty-four 
pages  and  cover),  containing  additions  to 
membership  list,  the  constitution,  and  the  by- 
laws passed  last  year.  There  is  also  in  this 
supplement  a  list  of  changed  addresses  and 
positions,  and  the  A.  L.  A.  necrology  brought 
down  to  date.  This  was  mailed  to  all  members 
with  the  Final  Announcement. 

The  secretary  recommends  that  in  future  the 
handbook  be  in  larger  form,  small  octavo,  or 
duodecimo,  similar  to  that  of  the  L.  A.  U.  K. 

There  was  also  included  with  the' final  an- 
nouncement a  private  post-card,  which  should 
serve  as  advance  registration  card  and  also 
hotel  rooming  contract.  About  1,000  of  thesie 
cards  were  returned  to  the  secretary,  500  of 
them  stating  that  the  sender  would  go  to 
Magnolia.  It  was  then  necessary,  before  the 
printed  list  of  advance  registration  could  be 
issued,  to  add  the  400  names  of  those  going 
who  had   not   received   the   card  or  who  had 


thrown   it  away  because  they  had  previously 
written  for  rooms. 

The  program  (edition  3>50o)  was  issued  the 
first  of  June,  and  mailed  to  all  members  as  an 
enclosure  with  the  souvenir  book  sent  out  by 
the  Boston-Magnolia  Local  Committee,  the 
A.  L.  A.  paying  the  expense  of  mailing  both. 

A  sufficient  number  of  supplementary  hand- 
books and  prog^ms  has  been  printed  to  cover 
the  probable  demand  during  the  week  of  ses- 
sions. The  Advance  Registration  Printed  List 
(edition  1,000,  44  pages  and  cover,  $58)  con- 
tains 905  names,  almost  double  the  number 
registered  at  any  previous  conference  of  the 
Association.  Buttons  are  supplied  numbered 
to  match  the  numbers  on  this  list,  so  that 
identification  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  easy. 

The  secretary's  expenses  for  the  year,  exclu- 
sive of  supplementary  handbook,  have  been 
about  $400,  the  chief  items  being  printing  and 
postage.  The  number  of  letters  written  and 
received,  not  counting  those  concerning  hotel 
rooms  at  Magnolia,  is  about  1,200  and  1,100 
respectively. 

Gifts  to  the  Association  sent  the  secretary 
during  the  year  have  been : 

Current  issues  of  Library  yournal  and  New 
York  Public  Library  BulUtim^  World  Almamac^ 
and  the  annual  reports  of  many  public  libraries. 

In  closing  my  second  year  as  secretary,  I 
wish  to  thank  all  who  have  aided  me  for  the 
cordiality  and  promptness  with  which  the 
desired  help  has  been  given. 


Gardner  M.  Jones  presented  the 

treasurer's  report. 

Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  i,  1901  (Waukesha  conference,  p.  109) 

Receipts,  J  an.-Dec,  1901. 
Fees  from  annual  members  : 

From  I  member  for  1899, 
From  17  members  for  1900, 
From  890  members  for  1901 , 
From  3  members  for  1902, 

91 1  members  at  $2 $1 ,822  00 

Fees  from  annual  fellows: 

From  7  fellows  for  1901  at  $5 35  00 

Fees  from  library  members  : 

From  29  libraries  for  1901  at  $5 145  00 

Life  memberships : 

Elizabeth  P.  Thurston, 

Samuel  H.  Ranck, 

Bernard  C.  Steiner, 

3  life  memberships  at  $25 

Interest  on  deposit  New  England  Trust  Co 


$307  60 


2,002  00 


$a,4[Qo8 


m*' 
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Payments,  Jan.-Dec,  1901. 
Proceedings,  including  delivery : 

Oct.    35.    Publishers*  Weekly ^  Waukesha  proceedings  and  deliver/ $891  07 

Stenographer : 

Aug.   14.    Wm.  A.  Klatte 9^  45 

Secretary  and  conference  expenses : 

Jan.     26.     F.  W.  Faxon,  stationery,  printing,  postage $60  58 

April  II.    F.  W.  Faxon,  salarv,  on  account 50  00 

"     30.     F.  W.  Faxon,  circulars,  postage,  etc 59  75 

May    39.    Carl  H.  Heintzemann,  handbook 16060 

June     5.     F.  W.  Faxon,  postage,  envelopes,  etc 85  34 

July       I.     F.  W.  Faxon,  balance  salary,  1900-1 15000 

**         I .    Stationerv,  postage,  and  circulars 13 1  90 

**         I.    Springfield  City  Library  Association,  committee  expenses,  8  35 

Aug.  13.     F.  W.  Faxon,  salary  on  account 75  00 

•*       12,    F.  W.  Faxon,  attendance  register,  etc 67  57 

'*       12.     Library  Bureau,  registration  cards 3  00 

'*      12.    D.  Thomas,  stereopticon 8  00 

Oct.   25.     F.  W.  Faxon,  stamped  envelopes,  etc 23^5 

882  74 

Treasurer's  expenses : 

Oct.    25.    Gardner  M.  Jones,  stamped  envelopes $43  80 

Dec.    18.    Newcomb  and  Gauss,  stationery 9  00 

'*      18.    Gardner  M.  Jones,  clerical  assistance,  etc 43  01 

94  81 

Trustees  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  life  memberships  for  investment 75  00 

$3,040  07 
Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1901 : 

Deposit  in  New  England  Trust  Co.,  Boston $197  06 

Deposit  in  Merchants  Bank,  Salem,  Mass 165  95 

363  01 


$2,403  08 


The  number  of  members  in  good  standing 
on  Dec.  31,  1901,  was  as  follows : 

Honorary  members 3 

Perpetual  member i 

Life  fellows   2 

Life  members   36 

Annual  fellows  (paid  for  1901)    7 

Annual  members  (paid  for  1901)    902 

Library  members  (paid  for  190 1)   29 


980 


During  the  year  1901,  274  new  members 
joined  the  Association  and  6  died. 

The  above  report  covers  the  financial  year 
from  Jan.  to  Dec,  1901.  From  Jan.  i  to  June 
13,  1902,  the  receipts  have  been  $2,033.00  and 
the  payments  $519.25,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$1,876.76  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  conference.  Most  of  this  amount  will 
be  needed  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  confer- 
ence. 

Gardner  M.  Jones, 
Treasurer. 


The  following  report  of  audit  was  appended : 

The  Finance  Committee  have  performed  the 
duties  laid  down  in  the  constitution ;  they  have 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  during 
the  period  covered  by  his  report  and  find  them 
properly  kept  and  vouched  for. 

James  L.  Whitney,     \ 

Charles  K.  Bolton,  |-  Finance  Committee. 

Geo.  T.  Little,  J 

Necrology. 

I.  Theodore  August  Meysenburg  (A.  L.  A. 
no.  1225,  1893),  born  in  Flamersheim,  near 
Cologne,  Prussia,  July  23,  1840;  died  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  March  29,  1901.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  came  to  America  with  his  father, 
who  settled  in  St.  Louis.  In  May,  1861,  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Third  Missouri  In- 
fantry. He  was  promoted  until  he  became 
acting  adjutant  general  to  the  commander  of 
the  army  corps,  with  rank  of  colonel,  and 
served  with  distinguished  ability  until  his 
resignation  in  January,  1865.  He  returned  to  St. 
Louis  and  was  appointed  assistant  engineer  in 
the  water  department.  He  resigned  from  this 
position  in  1869  and  became  interested  in  the 
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manufacture  of  iron,  being  successively  at  the 
head  of  several  of  the  largest  iron  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  the  city.  He  was  con- 
nected with  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library  for 
twelve  years.  In  May,  1889,  he  was  elected  as 
a  representative  of  the  life  members  to  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Public  School 
Library.  When  the  library  was  made  free,  in 
1893,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  first 
board  of  directors;  and  upon  its  organization 
he  was  chosen  vice-president,  which  position 
he  continued  to  hold  until  1900,  when  he  de- 
clined re-election,  as  he  had  before  repeatedly 
declined  the  office  of  president.  Colonel  Mey- 
senburg  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  St. 
Louis  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 

( Condented  from  a  memorial  volume.) 

2.  Edward  Capen  (A.  L.  A.  no.  5,  1876), 
librarian  emeritus  of  the  Haverhill  (Mass.) 
Public  Library.  Born  in  Dorchester,  Mass., 
Oct.  20, 1821 ;  died  in  Haverhill,  Oct.  30,  1901. 
His  ancestry  reached  back  in  Dorchester  to 
1630.  In  early  youth  he  removed  to  South 
Boston  and  was  graduated  from  the  Boston 
Latin  School,  receiving  the  Franklin  medal,  in 
1838.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1842 
and  from  the  Harvard  Divinity  School  in  1845. 
He  served  for  one  year  as  minister  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Society,  Westford,  Mass.,  but  met  with 
little  success,  owing  to  his  sympathy  with 
Theodore  Parker.  From  184710  1852  he  was 
private  secretary  for  Dr.  John  CoUings  Warren. 
In  January,  1852,  he  became  secretary  of  the 
Boston  School  Committee.  On  May  12,  1852, 
he  was  appointed  librarian  of  the  Boston  Pub- 
lic Library,  being  its  first  librarian.  This 
position  he  held  for  22  years.  In  November, 
1874,  he  became  librarian  of  the  Haverhill 
Public  Library  and  was  made  librarian  emer- 
itus in  October,  1899.  Mr.  Capen  attended  the 
1876  conference  and  was  a  life  member  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  (-^.  y-.  ^ov.,  1901.) 

3.  Mrs.  Anna  Amory  Weld  (A.  L.  A.  no. 
1609,  1S97),  ^^^^  at  Dublin,  N.  H.,  Nov.  14, 
1901.  Miss  Anna  Sears  Amory,  afterwards 
Mrs.  George  F.  Weld,  was  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library 
Commission  in  1896,  which  position  she  held 
until  her  resignation,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
in  1899.  She  was  much  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  commission  and  made  many  visits  to 
libraries  in  the  smaller  towns  at  her  own  ex- 


pense. In  1891,  while  a  summer  resident  of 
Wareham,  Mass.,  she  bore  the  entire  expense 
of  founding  a  public  reading-room,  well  sup- 
plied with  current  periodicals,  and  gave  to  it 
over  700  volumes. 

4.  Prescott  C.  Rice  (A.  L.  A.  no.  636, 1887), 
for  29  years  librarian  of  the  Fitchburg  (Mass.) 
Public  Library.  Bom  in  Natick,  Mass.,  April 
18,  1846;  died  in  Fitchburg,  Jan.  26,  1902. 
He  was  for  several  years  a  telegraph  operator 
on  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  the  assistant  libra- 
rian of  the  Public  Library  under  Mr.  Henrv 
Jackson,  and  when,  in  1873,  ^^r.  Jackson  vras 
made  city  auditor,  Mr.  Rice  was  elected  libra- 
rian. He  joined  the  A.  L.  A.  in  1887  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club. 

5.  William  R.  Snead  (A.  L.  A.  no.  1503, 
1896),  president  of  the  Snead  &  Co.  Iron 
Works,  died  at  his  home  in  New  York,  March 
27,  1902.  His  firm,  formerly  at  Louisville,  Kv., 
and  afterwards  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  were  the 
manufacturers  of  the  book-stack  and  shelving 
invented  by  Bernard  R.  Green  for  the  Librarr 
of  Congress.  Mr.  Snead  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Mass.  Institute  of  Technology,  and  unmarried. 

6.  George  Bigelow  Chase  (A.  L.  A.  no.  373, 
1879),  trustee  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
from  1876  to  1885,  died  at  Dedham,  Mass.,  on 
June  2,  1902,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age.  Mr. 
Chase  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  from  1876  until  his  death, 
and  was  much  interested  in  its  work  and  pros- 
perity. At  the  Boston  conference  in  1S79  he 
was  chairman  of  the  reception  committee  and 
gave  a  reception  to  the  members  of  the  confer- 
ence at  his  residence  on  Beacon  St.  He  "was  a 
life  member  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

7.  Anson  Judd  Upson  (A.  L.  A.  no.  11:4, 
1893),  chancellor  of  the  University  of  the  Sure 
of  New  York.  Born  in  Philadelphia,  Nov.  ;. 
1823;  died  in  Glen  Falls,  N.  Y.,  June  15,  190:. 
He  graduated  from  Hamilton  College,  Clinton, 
N.  Y..  in  1843.  In  ^§45  he  was  appointed  tutor 
in  that  college  and  in  1849  adjunct  professor. 
From  1853  to  1870  he  was  professor  of  logic, 
rhetoric,  and  elocution  in  Hamilton.  From 
1870  to  1880  he  was  pastor  of  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Albany,  N.  Y.  In  1^  he 
became  professor  of  sacred  rhetoric  and  pastoial 
theology  in  Auburn  Theological  Seminary  a»i 
in  1887  professor  emeritus.  In  18S4  he  was 
elected  a  regent  of  the  University  of  the  Stite 
of  New  York,   was  made   vice-chancellor  in 
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1890,  and  in  1892  was  elected  chancellor.     Dr.  A.  L.  A.,  but  resigned  in  1896.     In  1902,  as  a 

Upson  attended  the  1853  convention  of  libra-  survivor  of  the  1853  conference,  he  was  made 

rians  in  New  York  City,  registering  as  librarian  an  honorary  member  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
of  Hamilton  College.     In   1893  he  joined  the  i^^  '^^rk  Tribune,  June  16, 190a.) 

Charles  C.  Souls  presented  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

Endowment  Fund  Statement,  July  i,  1901,  to  July  10,  1902: 

Cask  account —  Receipts, 

1901 ,  July      I .     Balance  on  hand $2, 102  18 

PrincipaL 

1902,  April    I.     Two    life    memberships    (Clara    S.    Hawes    and    Sula 

Wagner) 50  00 

Interest, 

1901 ,  Oct.      4.     Interest  on  mortgage  loan 24  50 

*'       28.  **        International  Trust  Co 20  79 

Dec.  31.  **        on  mortgage  loan 75  00 

1902,  Jan.     13.  ^'        Brookline  Savings  Bank  deposit 42  42 

April   I .  '*        on  mortgage  loan 24  50 

June  10.  "        International  Trust  Co.  deposit iS  47 

$2,357  S6 

Payments. 

1901,  Dec.    27.     To  E.  H.Anderson,  treasurer  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board,     $60000 

1902,  Ian.     13.     Interestadded  to  time  deposit  in  Brookline  Savings  Bank,  4242 
May     6.     Rent  of  safe  deposit  box 10  00 

652  42 

Cash  on  hand,  June  10,  1902 $1 ,705  44 

Condition  of  permanent  fund. 

1901,  July       I.     As  in  last  report $6,187  94 

1902,  April    I.     Membership  fees  as  above 50  00 

Present  amount  of  fund $6,237  94 

On  interest  account. 

1901,  July       I.     On  hand $66504 

Interest  received,  as  above 205  68 

$870  72 
Less  payments  as  above 610  00 

Amount  subject  to  order  of  the  Council,  June  10,  1902. .  260  72 

Total $6,498  66 

Available  income  for  next  year. 

Interest  on  hand,  as  above $260  72 

Estimated  income,  1902-3,  about 275  00 

Subject  to  order  of  the  Council  during  next  year $535  72 

Assets. 

Loan  on  mortgage  at  7%,  expires  Oct.  1 ,  1902 $700  00 

**            **         **     5%,       **       June  24,  1902 3,00000 

Time  deposit  in  Brookline  Savings  Bank,  interest  at  4% 1*093  22 

Deposit  subject  to  draft,  International  Trust  Co.,  at  2% i,7o5  44 

$6,498  66 

Liabilities  —  none. 
Annual  expenses,  $10  for  safe  deposit  box. 
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The  following  report  of  audit  was  appended: 

At  the  request  of  Charles  C.  Soule,  treasurer 
of  the  Endowment  Fund,  I  have  examined  his 
accounts  and  securities,  and  find  evidence  of 
investment  of  $3,700  in  mortgage  loans;  of 
deposit  of  $1,093.22  in  the  Brookline  (Mass.) 
Savings  Bank;  and  of  $1,705.44  deposited  with 
the  International  Trust  Co.  of  Boston. 

I  also   find  his  account  correctly  cast,  with 
proper  vouchers  for  all  expenditures. 

James  L.  Whitney, 
Chairman  of  Finance  Committee* 

The  secretary  read  the 

REPORT    OP     COMMITTEE     ON    INTERNATIONAL 

CO-OPERATION. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson,  the  chairman  of  this 
committee,  has  been  in  Europe  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  past  year,  where  he  has  vis- 
ited a  number  of  libraries.  In  his  visits  he  has 
discussed  with  librarians  the  matters  that  come 
within  the  province  of  this  committee,  with 
special  reference  to  the  printed  cards  issued  by 
the  Library  of  Congress.  Dr.  Richardson 
finds  that,  while  there  is  no  sign  of  immediate 
action  with  reference  to  international  co-oper- 
ation in  this  direction,  there  is  hope  for  prac- 
tical results  in  the  future,  especially  afler  the 
catalogue  rules  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
have  been  printed. 

No  member  of  this  committee  was  present  at 
the  International  Publishers'  Congress  at 
Leipzig.  The  gentleman  to  whom  was  en- 
trusted the  matter  of  bringing  to  the  attention 
of  the  Congress  a  uniform  classification  of 
book  production  statistics  did  not  find  the 
opportunity  to  do  so,  and  so  the  matter  was 
not  presented. 

The  work  of  the  International  Catalogue  01 
Scientific  Literature  has  proceeded  with  such 
difficulties  as  might  be  expected  from  a  new 
enterprise.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  has 
temporarily  undertaken  the  work  of  a  Regional 
Bureau  in  the  United  States  with  the  hope  that 
Congress  will  contribute  the  necessary  funds  for 
its  continuance.  The  catalogue  has  been  sub- 
scribed for  in  the  United  States  to  the  extent  of 
the  equivalent  of  71  sets,  being  over  $30,000  for 
a  period  of  five  years.  The  first  part  of  the  vol- 
umes on  chemistry  and  botany  will  appear  in  a 
short  time,  to  be  followed  by  parts  on  physics 
and  physiology.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
publish  these  volumes  in  two  parts.  The  next 
publication   will   be  the  complete  volume  ot 


mathematics,    astronomy,    meteorology,   and 
bacteriology  for  1901. 

We  recommend  that  the  committee  be  con- 
tinued. 

Samuel  H.  Ranck,      \       oftkt 
Mary  W.  Plummkr,    V  CommiiUe. 
Cyrus  Aolkr,  J 


J.  C.  Dana  read  the 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPSRATIOM 
WITH  LIBRARY  DKPARTlfKNT  OF  THX 
NATIONAL  EOUCATIONAI.    ASSOCIATION. 

Your  committee  sent  the  circular  letter 
hereto  attached  to  67  of  the  largest  normal 
schools  in  the  country,  taking  one  or  more 
from  each  state. 

To  this  inquiry  were  received  32  replies,  til 
favorable  with  one  exception,  and  offering,  is 
the  accompanying  statement  shows,  a  few  sug- 
gestions for  the  modification  of  the  proposed 
pamphlet. 

To  the  inquiries  at  the  end  of  the  circular  in 
regard  to  the  librarians  of  normal  school  librs- 
ries  were  received  a  total  of  32  replies  which, 
being  tabulated,  make  the  following  showing: 


No.  I.    Yes,  30; 
No,  2. 

No.  3.    Yes,  34; 
No,  8. 


No.  3.     Yes,  24; 

No,  4; 

Some,  4. 
No.  4.     Yes,  18; 

No,  9; 

Some,  5. 


Circular  sent  to  Normal  Schools, 

This  committee  wishes  to  compile  a  brief 
outline  of  work  for  the  normal  school  libraij- 
We  cannot  do  this  without  the  help  of  the 
normal  schools  themselves.  Will  you  kindlr 
answer  the  following  questions  and  return  this 
sheet  to  me  as  soon  as  possible?  You  nuj 
find  it  convenient  to  refer  the  questions  to  your 
librarian  or  to  one  of  your  teachers.  The  out- 
line is  to  take  the  form  of  a  small  pamphlet,  the 
title  of  which  may  be  **  Normal  school  lihra- 
ries :  an  outline  of  work."  What  additions, 
changes,  and  omissions  would  you  suggest  to 
the  following  list  of  subjects  to  be  treated? 

J.  C.  Dana. 

1.  Book-making,  including  paper,  tjpe 
faces,  type  composition,  printing  and  binding, 
machine  and  hand;  book  plates. 

2.  Differences  between  books  as  regaitl^ 
their  making.  Importance  of  buying  veH* 
made  books.     Care  of  books. 

3.  Book-buying,  price  lists,  trade  catalogues- 
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4.  Book  handling:  Stamping,  labeling, 
book  pockets,  book  plates. 

5.  A  lending  system.  Book  cards,  student's 
cards,  professor's  cards,  special  privileges. 

6.  The  library  rooms,  location,  size,  ar- 
rangement, desk,  cases,  tables,  etc. 

7.  List  of  books  essential  in  a  normal 
school   library,   reference  books  especially. 

8.  Elements  of  reference  work;  diction- 
aries, encyclopedias,  annuals,  periodicals,  in- 
dexes, bibliographies. 

9.  English  and  American  literature,  best 
handbooks,  books  on  method. 

10.  Books  for  young  people,  lists,  prices, 
etc ;  books  and  articles  on  the  subject. 

11.  Books  in  the  school-room:  General 
works  for  teachers,  books  for  children,  differ- 
ent methods  of  using  them  —  for  reference,  for 
reading,  for  lending. 

13.  School-room  collections,  furnished  -^ 
the  school  board  or  by  the  public  library. 

13.  A  general  library  in  a  school  building, 
advantages,  disadvantages,  character,  methods 
of  use. 

14.  Possible  relations  of  teachers  with  the 
public  library. 

15.  Importance  to  teachers  of  collecting  libra- 
ries of  their  own. 

16.  Do  you  have  a  librarian  ? 

Is  the  librarian  a  member  of  your  faculty? 
Are  students  taught  how  to  use  a  library? 
Does  your  course  in  literature  include  the 
study  of  books  for  young  people  ? 

We  sent  to  42  libraries  the  following  inquiry : 

Please  note  the  Ginn  &  Co.  leaflet  enclosed. 
If  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  leading  publishers  in 
the  country  will  issue  circulars  of  this  nature, 
with  attractive  extracts,  or  notes  on  the  use  of 
books,  reading,  children,  etc.,  would  you  cir- 
culate them  from  ^our  library  among  teachers 
and  parents?  This  committee  proposes  to  ask 
publishers  to  issue  such  lists,  and  wishes  to  say 
to  publishers  that  if  such  lists  are  issued  libra- 
rians will  be  willing  to  distribute  them. 

J.  C.  Dana,  Chairman. 

To  this  we  received  a  total  of  28  replies,  of 
which  20  were  favorable. 

We  then  sent  to  40  of  the  leading  publishers 
of  the  country  a  circular  letter,  quoting  the 
foregoing  inquiry,  and  adding : 

To  this  inquiry  we  received  27  replies,  of 
which  19  were  favorable.  We  are  confident 
that  more  than  half  of  the  libraries  of  the  coun- 
try, as  our  answers  indicate,  would  distribute 
such  circulars.  We  have  in  mind,  as  the  in- 
quiry indicates,  little  leaflets,  attractively  print- 
ed, containing  brief  notes  about  the  use  of 
books,  and  especially  about  the  use  of  books  by 
children,  and  by  schools.  We  hope  by  the  cir- 
culation of  these  among  teachers  to  increase 
their  interest  in  this  subject.  The  American 
Library  Association  is  not  in  position  to  pub- 
lish and  distribute  widely,  free  of  charge,  litera- 


ture of  this  kind.  Recognizing  the  interest 
publishers  have  in  the  increase  of  knowledge 
of  the  importance  of  right  reading  by  children, 
we  have  thought  it  probable  that  you  would 
issue  one  or  two  special  circulars  as  indicated. 

You  can  get  from  principals,  superintend- 
ents, and  librarians,  if  you  desire  it,  sugges- 
tions as  to  reading  to  be  incorporated  in  these 
circulars.  This  committee  will  aid  you  in  this 
if  you  wish. 

Several  libraries  have  made  use  of  such 
material  as  we  are  speaking  of.  The  leaflet 
published  by  Ginn  &  Co.,  called  **  Children's 
books ;  a  list  of  books  for  supplementary  read- 
ing and  school  libraries,  arranged  by  subjects 
and  graded  "  —  is  a  good  example. 

Yours  very  truly, 
J.  C.  DANA,y0r  ike  Committee, 

To  this  we  have  to  date  received  9  replies, 
all  expressing  a  wish  to  be  of  assistance  in  the 
work  we  are  undertaking,  some  of  them  asking 
for  further  information,  some  of  them  making 
helpful  suggestions. 

Your  committee  suggests  that  you,  as  an 
Association,  endorse  the  plan  of  the  publication 
of  a  small  book  or  pamphlet  on  the  subject  of 
normal  school  libraries,  with  some  reference 
to  library  work  in  general,  and  ask  considera- 
tion of  it  by  the  Library  Department  of  the 
N.  E.  A. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  your  committee,  if  you 
thus  endorse  the  general  plan  suggested,  to 
present  the  matter  to  the  Library  Department 
of  the  N.  E.  A.  and  ask  for  their  further  assist- 
ance in  the  compilation  and  publication  of 
such  a  pamphlet. 

J.  C.  Dana, 

Melvil  Dewey, 

F.  A.  HuTCHiNS,  \  Committee, 

Jambs  H.  Canfield,' 

Isabel  Ely  Lord, 

Miss  Ahern:  I  would  just  like  to  say,  in 
regard  not  only  to  this  report  but  the  one  that 
was  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
several  years  ago,  and  issued  by  the  National 
Educational  Association,  that  Mr.  Shepard,  the 
secretary  of  that  association,  has  repeatedly 
told  me  that  no  publication  which  the  National 
Educational  association  ever  sent  out  created 
so  much  interest,  was  so  widely  read,  or  had 
done  so  much  good,  as  this  pamphlet  on  public 
libraries.  I  feel  quite  certain  that  if  the  Asso- 
ciation backs  up  this  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dana's, 
as  it  did  his  other  suggestion  with  regard  to 
the  other  pamphlet,  it  will  meet  with  the  most 
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hearty  reception  bj  teachers  and  particularly 
by  the  Library  Department  of  the  N.  E.  A. 

Frederick  J.  Teggart  read  the 

REPORT     OF     committee     ON     HANDBOOK     OF 
AMERICAN  LIBRARIES. 

Your  Committee  on  Handbook  of  American 
Libraries  reports  that  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  past  on  the  collection  of  data. 

It  is,  however,  evident  that  because  of  the 
failure  of  libraries  to  reply  to  repeated  requests, 
and  for  other  reasons,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
make  the  material  included  complete,  and  this 
being  the  case  it  becomes  desirable  to  finish 
the  work  with  as  little  as  possible  additional 
delay. 

The  data  received  have  been  put  in  definite 
form  and  it  is  the  plan  of  the  committee  to 
submit  the  copy  relating  to  each  library  to  its 
librarian  during  the  current  year. 

Afler  this  revision  the  printing  may  be  un- 
dertaken.    Your  committee  feels  assured  that 
the  handbook  will  be  ready  for  distribution  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Association. 
Frederick  J.  Teggart,      ^ 
Clement  W.  Andrews,      f  Committee, 
Thomas  L.  Montgomery,  ' 


Mr.  Teggart  :  The  feeling  of  the  commit- 
tee in  regard  to  the  handbook  being  ready  is 
contingent,  of  course,  on  the  possibility  of  its 
being  printed.  So  far  there  has  been  no 
definite  scheme  elaborated  for  the  printing, 
and  it  is  perhaps  unjustifiable  optimism  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  to  hope  that  it  will  get 
into  print.  However,  the  material  will  be 
ready,  probably  by  the  end  of  the  current 
year. 

President  Billings  :  I  think  one  reason 
why  definite  arrangement  has  not  thus  far 
been  made  for  the  printing  is  that  no  informa- 
tion has  come  to  the  Council  or  to  the  executive 
board  as  to  the  prospective  size  of  the  hand- 
book, or  its  cost,  or  how  much  money  should 
be  set  aside  for  it.  As  soon  as  that  informa- 
tion is  available,  I  have  no  doubt  the  matter 
will  be  carefully  considered. 

W.  I.  Fletcher  presented  the 

report  of  committee  on  indexes  and  title- 
pages  TO  periodical  volumes. 

W.  L  Fletcher  :  The  duties  of  this  com- 
mittee for  the  past  year  consisted  simply  in 


issuing  to  publishers  of  periodicals  a  circular 
which  had  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
the  last  conference  and  the  handling  of  such 
correspondence  as  might  result. 
The  circular  sent  out  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Publishers  of 

As  a  result  of  much  dissatisfaction  among 
librarians  with  the  irregularities  and  uncertain- 
ties connected  with  the  issue,  by  publishers  of 
periodicals,  of  title-pages  and  *' contents"  of 
volumes,  the  American  Library  Association 
has  had  a  special  committee  considering  the 
subject  with  a  view  to  drawing  up  a  suitable 
memorial  to  be  presented  to  such  publishers, 
looking  to  the  securing  of  more  uniformity  and 
propriety  in  this  matter.  After  mature  con- 
sideration the  committee  have  prepared  the 
following  recommendations  as  embodying  the 
minimum  of  improvements  which  may  reason- 
ably be  hoped  for : 

1 .  Title-pages  and  tables  of  confemis  should 
always  accompany  the  number  completing  a 
volume^  and  not  the  first  number  of  the  new 
volume.  There  are  several  cogent  reasons  for 
this  recommendation : 

(a.)  In  many  cases  it  is  a  serious  detriment 
to  the  usefulness  of  a  set  in  a  library,  if  a  com- 
pleted volume  cannot  be  bound  until  the  receipt 
of  the  next  number. 

(^.)  More  important  is  the  need  that  the 
numbers  of  a  volume  shall  constitute  the  vol- 
ume in  its  entirety,  so  that  as  they  are  bought 
and  sold  there  shall  not  be  the  necessity  of 
handling  also  another  number  belonging  to  a 
different  volume  in  order  to  complete  the  first 
Now  that  libraries  are  buying  periodical  sets 
and  volumes  in  such*  large  numbers  for  use 
with  PooIe*s  and  other  indexes,  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  book  trade,  as  well  as  libra- 
rians, and  must  have  a  real  bearing  on  the 
business  interests  of  the  publishers,  that  this 
matter,  often  trifled  with,  shall  receive  due 
attention.  Publishers  must  come  to  feel  that 
it  is  necessary  (which  it  generally  proves  not 
to  be)  to  delay  a  completing  number  a  day  or 
two  in  its  issue  in  order  to  insure  its  complete- 
ness in  this  respect;  the  delay  is  abundantlj 
compensated  for. 

2.  Title-pages  and  contents  should  be  fur- 
nished with  every  copy  of  the  issue  of  a  com- 
pleting number.  We  earnestly  believe  that  bj 
insertmg  title-pages  and  contents  in  all  cases, 
publishers  will  at  once  put  a  premium  on  the 
preservation  and  binding  of  their  mag^azine$, 
suggesting  it  to  many  who  otherwise  would  not 
think  of  it.  In  the  long  run  the  demand  for 
back  numbers  to  make  lip  volumes  must  more 
than  compensate  for  the  extra  expense  of 
putting  in  the  additional  leaves. 

The  policy  of  sending  title-pages  and  con- 
tents only  to  those  calling  for  them  is  suicidal, 
as  it  results  in  flooding  the  market  with  num- 
bers from  which  volumes  cannot  be  made  apf 
and  by  destroying  the  hope  of  making  up  sets 
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weakens  the  demand  which  would  otherwise 
exist  for  volumes  and  numbers  of  the  periodical 
in  question. 

If  an  alphabetical  index,  in  addition  to  a  table 
of  contents,  is  furnished,  which  is  the  preferable 
practice,  the  former  should  be  paged  to  go  at 
the  end  of  the  volume.  When  such  an  index 
is  furnished,  and  no  tableof  contents,  the  index 
should  be  printed  to  follow  the  title-page,  in 
order  that  the  title-page  maj  be  accompanied 
by  other  leaves  to  make  a  separate  section,  as 
suggested  by  the  following  paragraph. 

3.  As  to  the  form  in  which  title-pages  and 
contents  should  be  issued:  they  should  be 
printed  on  a  two ^  four y  or  tight  leaved  section , 
separate  from  other  printed  matter^  either 
advertising-  or  reading.  Nothing  is  more 
important  in  binding  volumes  to  stand  the 
hard  weai  of  our  public  libraries  than  that 
none  of  the  earlier  leaves  in  the  volume 
shall  be  single  leaves  pasted  in.  One  of  the 
greatest  abuses  of  the  book  trade  at  present 
is  the  disposition  to  have  title  and  other  pre- 
liminary leaves  pasted  in.  Librarians  find  to 
their  cost  (what  is  not  so  obvious  to  the  book 
manufacturer)  that  this  does  not  work.  An 
absolute  requirement  for  good  bookmaking  is 
that  the  first  and  last  portions  of  the  book 
especially  shall  be  good  solid  sections,  no 
single  leaves,  nor  do  most  librarians  or  owners 
of  private  libraries  like  to  include  advertise- 
ments, in  order  to  secure  these  solid  sections 
for  binding.  We  feel  sure  that  it  is  abundantly 
worth  while  for  the  publishers  to  squarely 
meet  this  demand. 

4.  It  is  highly  important  that  the  section 
comprising  titlc'fage  and  contents  (or  index) 
should  be  secured  by  pasting  or  stitching  to  the 
number  which  it  accompanies  and  not  to  be 
sent  laid  in  loose.  This  last  practice  leads  to 
the  loss  of  many  of  these  sections,  which  are 
invaluable  later. 

5.  Admitting  that  there  may  be  cases  in 
which  it  is  practically  impossible  to  furnish 
title  and  contents  with  the  completing  number 
of  a  volume,  we  would  recommend  for  such 
cases  that  such  a  separate  section  as  has  been 
described  be  made  and  furnished  with  the  first 
number  of  the  new  volume^  stitched  in  at  its 
endf  not  at  its  beginning.  The  last  named 
practice  is  likely  to  cause  more  trouble  to 
librarians  than  any  other  that  is  common,  as 
it  is  difficult  to  remove  the  section  without 
making  the  number  unfit  to  place  in  the  read- 
ing room. 

We  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  period- 
ical publishers  to  the  difficulties  arising  from 
the  common  practice  of  printing  some  first  or 
last  leaves  of  reading  matter  on  the  same  sec- 
tion with  some  pages  of  advertising.  Most 
librarians  prefer  to  remove  the  advertising 
leaves  before  binding  the  magazines.  The 
practice  referred  to  makes  it  necessary  to  bind 
m  some  advertising  leaves  or  else  take  off  and 
paste  in  single  leaves  of  reading  matter,  some- 
times three  or  four  in  one  place,  which  is  very 


inimical  "to  good  binding.  Publishers  are  re- 
quested to  have  all  advertising  pages  printed 
on  separate  sections  if  possible. 

Desiring  to  meet,  so  far  as  possible,  the 
views  of  publishers  in  regard  to  the  matters 
referred  to  above,  the  committee  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  from  any  to  whom  this  note  may  come. 

William  I.  Fletcher, 
Arthur  E.  Bostwick, 
Ernst  Lemckb. 


The  circular  was  distributed  to  a  number  of 
the  leading  publishers  of  periodicals,  but  so  far 
as  I  can  now  tell  I  believe  the  correspondence 
resulting  is  nil.  We  are  sowing  the  seed,  and 
I  suppose  we  shall  continue  to  distribute  this 
circular  where  we  observe  examples  of  the 
errors  which  it  is  intended  to  correct. 

Charles  H.  Gould  presented  the 

REPORT     OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FOREIGN 
DOCUMENTS. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Documents  begs 
to  report,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  "  List  of 
French  Government  serials"  has  been  com- 
pleted and  published.  In  this  connection  it  is 
the  pleasant  duty  of  the  committee  to  remind 
the  Association  of  the  thanks  due  to  the  New 
York  State  Library,  which  has  done  the  print- 
ing* —  the  **  List "  having  appeared  as  one  of 
the  bulletins  of  this  library. 

The  committee  has  also  to  report  that  ma- 
terial has  been  accumulated  for  a  list  of  German 
documents  similar  in  plan  to  the  French  list 
just  mentioned. 

What  has  already  been  got  together  would, 
perhaps,  nearly  equal  in  amount  that  of  the 
French  list.  It  comprises  not  merely  German 
Imperial  documents,  but  also  those  of  Prussia, 
Saxony,  Bavaria,  WUrtemburg,  and  other 
states. 

The  committee  is  quite  ready  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  additional  material;  but  before  doing 
so,  and  before  preparing  for  the  printer  what 
is  now  on  hand,  the  committee  thinks  it  would 
be  well  to  ascertain  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Association,  such  a  list  of  German  documents 
would  be  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  an  attempt 
to  arrange  for  its  publication. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
C.  H.  Gould,  ] 

Clement  W.  Andrews,         I-    ''^^^^^^v/*^. 
LcJciSN  Brainbro  Gilmore,  J 
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Roland  P.  Falkner  read  the 

REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON       PUBLIC 
DOCUMENTS. 

(»Seep.  92.) 

W.  C.  Lane  :  Mr.  Falkner's  report  is  so  full 
and  interesting  that  I  am  tempted  to  ask  for 
information  in  regard  to  two  or  three  points. 
Is  there  anj  prospect  at  present  for  securing 
printed  catalog  cards  for  United  States  docu- 
ments? I  have  noticed  that  a  few  come  from 
the  Library  of  Congress,  but  not  verj  many. 
Secondly,  just  what  is  the  cause  of  the  year  or 
two  years'  or  three  years*  delay  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  current  documents  ?  Is  it  because  they 
are  to  be  bound  differently,  or  because  they 
have  to  wait  for  other  documents  which  are  not 
yet  printed  to  be  bound  with  them,  or  is  it 
simply  lack  of  proper  organization  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  Printing  Office  ? 

Mr.  Falkner:  I  will  answer  the  second 
question  first.  I  think  the  reason  for  the  delay 
is  that  these  documents  must  be  bound  sepa- 
rately, as  at  present,  during  the  session  of 
Congress.  The  demands  on  the  Government 
Printing  Office  are  very  urgent  and  pressing, 
and  if  they  get  off  one  edition  of  a  volume 
bound  in  cloth,  they  put  the  rest  aside  until 
summer,  when  Congress  is  not  in  session  and 
there  is  no  immediate  hurry.  In  regard  to  the 
availability  of  printed  cards  for  documents,  I 
understand  from  Mr.  Ferrell  that  he  has  been 
in  conversation  with  Mr.  Putnam  on  that  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Ferrell  reported  to  me  informally 
that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  how- 
ever desirable  for  practical  reasons,  in  view  of 
the  enormous  cost  that  would  be  involved  it 
would  be  an  impracticable  proposition,  much 
as  he  would  like  to  see  it  carried  through. 

Miss  Alice  Fichtenkam  :  I  would  like  to 
say,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Ferrell,  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  have  such  cards  printed  in  the  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office  if  Congress  would  be 
willing  to  appropriate  the  money. 

Herbert  Putnam:  As  to  printed  cards 
for  public  documents,  I  did  have  a  preliminary 
word  with  Mr.  Ferrell,  but  can  merely  say  that 
no  definite  plan  has  been  arrived  at  thus  far. 

Arthur  E.  Bostwick  read  a  paper  on 

PAINS   AND   penalties   IN   LIBRARY  WORK. 

(^See  p.  29.) 
W.  C.  Lane  :  Mr.  Bo8twick*s  paper  reminds 
me  of  what  has  taken  place  in  the  history  of 


Harvard  College.  In  the  course  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  the  earlier  custom  of  corporal 
punishment  gradually  died  out.  Corporal 
punishment  had  previous  to  that  frequently 
been  administered  in  the  library,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  president  and  fellows,  preceded 
and  followed  by  prayer.  As  the  custom  de- 
clined, the  severer  forms  of  corporal  punish- 
ment were  put  aside,  but  the  right  of  boxing 
the  ears  of  the  offender  was  expressly  reserved 
to  the  professor  in  charge  of  the  library.  But 
as  this  declined,  the  system  of  fines  —  which 
Quincy,  the  historian  of  our  college,  calls  '*  pe- 
cuniary mulcts  '*  —  came  into  use,  and  gradu- 
ally a  long  list  of  offences,  some  thirty  or  forty 
in  number,  grew  up,  which  were  appraised  at 
from  "tuppence"  up  to  several  shillings 
apiece.  Quincy  seems  to  think,  however,  that 
this  system  had  little  effect  on  the  students, 
but  was  very  annoying  to  their  parents.  That 
particular  aspect  of  the  matter,  however,  does 
not  bear  on  the  question  of  libraries.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  fines  still  continue  in  Har- 
vard College  Library,  but  I  think  they  have 
been  discontinued  in  the  other  departments  of 
the  college. 

For  my  part,  in  regard  to  what  Mr.  Bostwick 
says  on  the  general  question  of  fines  graduallj 
changing  from  a  penalty  to  a  payment  for  a 
privilege,  I  see  no  very  strong  objection  to 
that  taking  place,  so  long  as  it  concerns  merelr 
such  infractions  of  library  rules  as  are  not 
matters  of  right  or  wrong  or  of  injury.  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  detention  of  a  book  over- 
time should  not  be  regarded  as  a  privilege  and 
charged  for  accordingly  —  at  a  sufficiently 
high  price  not  to  have  it  too  long  continued. 

F.  M.  Crunden  :  The  true  theory  of  library 
fines  for  undue  detention  of  books  seems  to  me 
that  of  compensation  for  injury  upon  the  other 
persons  concerned.  In  the  first  place,  the  fine 
acts  as  a  deterrent,  and  it  accomplishes  this 
result  with  rich  people  almost  as  well  as  with 
poor.  I  believe  that  the  richest  people  who 
use  our  library  have  just  as  much  objection  to 
paying  fines  as  the  poorer  people.  If  there 
were  no  fines,  everybody  except  the  few  con- 
scientious people  that  are  in  every  communitj 
would  keep  their  books  over  time.  The  fine  is 
a  compensation  to  the  other  people  who  have 
been  kept  from  using  that  book.  The  com- 
pensation that  is  given  in  the  form  of  a  fine 
enables  the  librarian  to  buy  more  books,  which 
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is  a  sort  of  direct  compensation  to  the  other 
people.  So  much  for  the  theory  of  a  fine.  It 
does  not  belong  to  any  of  those  abstract  princi- 
ples that  Mr.  Bostwick  lays  down.  It  is  simply 
a  kind  of  compensation. 

There  were  some  other  points  that  I  have 
noted.  One  of  them  is  the  question  of  paying 
for  duplicate  books.  I  think  that  is  perfectly 
justifiable.  There  is  certainly  no  moral  wrong 
about  it,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  less  friction 
than  if  you  buy  a  very  limited  number  of  copies 
of  books  and  disappoint  people  constantly. 
The  people  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  ar- 
rangement, and  as  the  thing  goes  on  I  think 
we  shall  find  that  they  will  be  more  and  more 
satisfied  with  this  arrangement  of  using  the 
fines  to  pay  for  the  extra  books.  They  would 
rather  pay  for  them  in  this  way  than  wait  in- 
definitely for  the  comparatively  few  copies  of 
new  books  that  the  library  would  be  justified 
in  purchasing  otherwise. 

C.  A.  Cutter:  One  suggestion  Mr.  Bost- 
wick made  I  find  very  effiective,  namely,  increas- 
ing the  fine  when  I  want  to  produce  a  special 
effect.  For  ordinary  detention  of  a  book  be- 
yond time,  we  use  the  ordinary  fine,  —  two 
cents  a  day,  —  which,  by  the  way,  I  do  regard, 
as  Mr.  Crunden  does,  as  damages,  as  compen- 
sation. In  case  a  person  keeps  out  overtime  a 
book,  after  he  has  been  notified  that  somebody 
else  has  asked  for  it,  and  has  been  told  that  he 
must  return  it  within  two  days,  the  fine  is 
made  ten  cents  a  day,  and  we  exact  it.  Simi- 
larly, when  the  college  girls  go  home  for  their 
vacation,  if  they  do  not  return  the  books  which 
they  have  had  out  on  the  last  day,  the  fine  is 
ten  cents  a  day,  and  this  rule  is  very  effective 
in  getting  the  books  back,  — althqugh,  in  the 
case  of  the  senior  class,  we  have  no  means  of 
enforcing  it. 

Dr.  Bernard  C.  Steiner  :  It  seems  to  me 
that  Mr.  Crunden  has  put  the  matter  in  the 
right  way.  I  should  regard  the  fine  as  repara- 
tion for  a  civil  tort.  There  is  a  civil  injury 
done ;  there  is  a  damage  committed,  but  not  to 
the  patron  of  the  library,  otherwise  the  fine 
should  be  paid  to  such  patron.  The  damage  is 
done  to  the  library  by  making  the  library  less 
able  to  fulfil  its  purposes  because  of  the  deten- 
tion of  that  book  on  the  part  of  the  borrower 
who  detained  it.  That  being  a  civil  injury, 
there  is  no  difficulty  with  reference  to  the  rule 
of  punishment.     I  regard  it  not  as  a  punish- 


ment, as  in  the  case  of  a  criminal  measure.  It 
is  a  civil  damage,  a  civil  tort. 

Another  thing  I  wish  to  emphasize,  is  the 
necessity  of  making  the  persons  receiving  fines 
accountable.  It  seems  to  me,  without  having 
a  cash  register  or  going  into  all  that  minutiae, 
it  is  perfectly  possible  to  have  a  system  of  ac- 
counting, so  that  if  at  any  time  it  is  desirable, 
the  clerk  who  has  received  the  fines  may  be 
held  rigidly  up  to  his  account.  In  our  library 
we  have  a  daily  return  at  night  by  the  clerk  at 
the  fine  counter,  and  while  we  do  not  verify 
that  return  every  night,  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
go  down  in  the  morning  and  take  the  returns 
of  two  nights,  before  the  library  is  opened,  so 
that  we  can  reach  the  amount  of  money  received 
the  day  before.  That  is  done  from  time  to  time, 
not  daily  of  course,  for  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
do  that ;  but  whenever  it  is  desirable  it  can  be 
done,  and  the  clerks  in  charge  of  the  fine 
drawer,  not  knowing  when  it  will  be  done,  are 
in  no  danger  of  being  careless  —  because  in 
most  cases  dishonesty  comes  in  the  first  place 
from  carelessness.  If  we  are  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness by  business  methods,  as  we  ought,  there 
must  be  an  accountability  at  the  fine  counter 
just  as  there  is  at  the  librarian's  office. 

Dr.  J.  K.  Hosmer:  I  sometimes  have  ex- 
periences which  make  me  think  we  have  been 
rather  too  quick  in  giving  up  the  old  Harvard 
College  plan,  to  which  Mr.  Lane  alluded.  Our 
library  is  largely  used  by  the  pupils  of  the 
public  schools.  It  happened  not  long  ago  — 
a  sample  of  what  frequently  happens  —  that 
a  boy  of  seventeen  took  out  a  translation  and 
tore  out  some  sixty  or  eighty  pages  from  it  to 
use  as  a  **  pony."  He  was  detected  in  it.  There 
is  a  severe  penalty  attached  to  such  an  offence, 
but  our  board  was  much  disposed  to  be  lenient 
towards  him.  They  said  they  could  not  blast 
the  prospects  of  the  young  man.  So  what  was 
done?  His  poor  father  paid  a  dollar  and  a  half 
for  a  new  book,  and  his  library  card  was  taken 
away  from  him  for  a  year.  But  he  was  not 
hurt  at  all.  He  did  not  pay  the  fine — it  was 
paid  by  his  father;  and  his  father  and  mother 
and  sisters  all  had  library  cards.  So  he  suf- 
fered no  penalty  of  any  kind.  My  feeling  at 
that  time  was  regret  that  the  boy  could  not 
have  been  called  up  in  the  old-fashioned  way 
and  received  a  good  ferruling. 

Harlan  H.  Ballard  :  I  think,  with  regard 
to  our  library  rules,  that  there  is  danger  of 
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being  too  strict.  The  libraries  are  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public.  One  thing  is  certain' — 
if  in  anj  community  the  fine  list  grows  to  an 
excessive  degree,  that  is  a  proof  that  in  that 
community  there  is  a  popular  demand  for  a 
longer  retention  of  the  books,  which  ought  to 
be  granted.  The  object  of  a  library  is  not  to 
increase  its  circulation  so  much  a  year,  but  it 
is  to  give  the  books  to  the  people  for  as  long 
as  they  want  them.  I  wish  every  library  could 
at  times  take  off  all  restrictions.  That  would 
be  an  ideal  way,  to  let  every  person  take  as 
many  books  as  he  liked  and  keep  them  as  long 
as  he  wished.  We  do  that  in  our  library, 
practically,  so  far  as  it  does  not  interfere  with 
others.  That  must  be  the  one  restriction.  We 
often  say  to  people  when  they  ask  us  how 
many  books  they  can  take  out  for  some  special 
purpose  :  **  Take  as  many  as  you  like,  and  keep 
them  as  long  as  you  want.  If  we  have  any 
need  of  them,  we  will  send  for  them."  That 
arrangement  proves  very  popular,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  just  method.  What  is  the  reason 
that  a  man  should  be  cut  off  from  the  use  of  a 
book  in  exactly  fourteen  days }  It  may  be  he 
is  prevented  from  using  it  just  at  the  time  he 
expected  to.  He  may  have  wanted  to  prepare 
an  important  speech  or  discussion,  and  the 
very  day  he  wants  to  use  it  he  has  to  carry  it 
back.  Consequently,  I  think  the  time  limit 
ought  to  be  extended  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  Mr.  Cutter  did  not  say  all 
he  might  have  said  or  all  that  I  think  ought  to 
be  said  in  favor  of  his  own  system.  Our  library 
has  taken  a  leaf  from  his  book,  and  we  issue  a 
large  proportion  of  books  on  the  principle  that 
the  person  borrowing  them  keeps  them  as  long 
as  he  wants  to,  subject  to  recall  when  anybody 
else  wants  them,  but  on  such  recall  there  is 
a  fine  of  five  cents  a  day  if  not  returned.  I 
think  it  might  well  be  ten  cents  a  day,  on  Mr. 
Cutter's  principle.  It  works  well.  I  want  to 
say  a  word  on  behalf  of  a  large  section  of  the 
community  which  is  well  represented  in  western 
Massachusetts,  where  we  have  been  making 
careful  inquiries  into  the  conditions  affecting 
library  work  in  rural  districts.  A  great  many 
people  go  to  the  library  and  take  out  a  book  and 
have  to  pay  a  fine  on  that  book  for  detaining 
it.  They  come  and  take  one  more  book  and 
perhaps  they  have  to  pay  a  fine  on  that,  and 
then  they  get  tired  and  won't  take  out  any 
more  books.   People  do  not  realize  how  quickly 


two  weeks  pass,  and  borrowers,  especially  in 
the  rural  districts,  are  not  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing close  attention  to  regulations  of  this  sort 
and  soon  find  themselves  bothered  with  fines 
and  give  up  using  the  library.  This  is  a  serious 
detriment  to  the  usefulness  of  the  library.  Of 
course,  under  certain  limitations,  as  in  the  case 
of  libraries  where  ten  thousand  books  have  to 
circulate  fifty  thousand  times  in  six  months, 
there  must  be  restrictions;  but  where  you  have 
a  comparatively  large  library  and  a  compara- 
tively small  circulation,  as  in  most  of  our 
country  districts,  I  think  the  time  is  coming 
when  there  will  be  no  time  limit,  because  when 
a  book  is  wanted  it  will  be  called  back. 

A  Delegate  :  Do  you  think  that  in  country 
districts  there  is  a  large  supply  and  a  small 
demand  ? 

Mr.  Fletcher:  Yes,  in  proportion  to  the 
demand,  the  supply  is  large.  I  have  come  to 
that  conclusion  from  visiting  one  or  two  small 
towns  where  I  had  supposed  that  the  small  cir- 
culation was  on  account  of  having  so  few 
books ;  but  I  found  their  shelves  crowded  with 
books  and  very  few  volumes  taken  out. 

Mr.  Crunden  :  It  has  been  said  that  libra- 
ries were  for  the  convenience  of  the  public. 
Yes,  they  are ;  but  they  are  for  the  convenience 
of  the  whole  public,  not  of  a  few  aggressive, 
unconscientious  people  who  will  take  advan- 
tage of  any  opportunities  for  cheating  their 
fellow-members  by  depriving  them  of  equal 
privileges.  It  would  be  impossible,  or  at  least 
it  would  be  impracticable,  in  a  large  public 
library  with  fifty  thousand  card-holders,  for 
the  assistants  to  remember  that  certain  books 
are  out  and  notify  the  persons  who  have  them. 
The  only  feasible  plan  is  to  establish  certain 
regulations  and  to  live  up  to  them,  and  the 
better  you  live  up  to  them  the  less  trouble  there 
will  be.  When  I  took  charge  of  the  St. 
Louis  Public  Library  I  had  probably,  on  an 
average,  half  a  dozen  people  a  day  come  to  me 
and  offer  excuses  to  get  their  fines  remitted.  I 
never  have  anybody  come  to  me  now.  Every- 
body knows  that  a  fine  has  got  to  be  paid  and 
paid  on  the  spot.  There  is  no  friction  about  it. 
Of  course,  people  do  not  like  it  exactly,  I 
know;  but  they  know  it  is  their  own  fault. 
That  is  the  general  principle  that  should  be 
laid  down  in  all  library  regulations,  that  the 
careless  people  must  pay  for  their  own  careless- 
ness and  not  divide  up  the  penalty  of  their  own 
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carelessness  among  all  the  other  people.  If 
they  lose  books  thej  must  pay  for  them;  »f 
they  keep  them  overtime  they  must  pay  for 
the  privilege.  I  have  found  a  few  people  who 
were  not  annoyed  at  being  fined  for  keeping 
books  out  overtime.  They  have  said,  **  Yes,  I 
knew  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  pay  the 
fine."  But  they  are  the  exceptions.  Most 
people  prefer  to  escape  fines  by  returning  the 
book.  The  same  principle  goes  into  the  ques- 
tion of  making  people  pay  for  an  extra  card. 
If  they  lose  their  card  in  our  library,  they  have 
to  pay  ten  cents  and  then  wait  a  week,  and  it 
is  perfectly  proper  that  they  should  do  so.  We 
find  a  double  penalty  necessary  and  thoroughly 
effective.  In  the  case  of  most  of  the  men  they 
will  pay  the  dime  in  a  minute  without  much 
ado,  but  they  hate  to  wait  a  week.  In  the  case 
of  women  and  children,  they  do  not  mind 
waiting  a  week  so  much  as  they  do  paying  the 
dime.  If  a  man  could  pay  the  dime  and  get 
another  card  some  men  would  lose  their  cards 
once  a  month, —  that  is,  they  would  leave  them 
at  home  and  go  down  to  business  and  then 
come  and  get  a  book  and  pay  ten  cents  for  an- 
other card.  In  that  way  there  might  be  ten  or 
a  dozen  cards  out  in  the  name  of  the  same 
person.  But  when  a  man  finds  that  he  has  to 
wait  a  week  before  he  can  get  another  card,  if 
he  finds  when  he  gets  down  to  the  oflice  that 
he  has  left  his  card  at  home,  he  will  go  home 
and  get  it.  Its  saves  the  trouble  of  having  so 
many  cards  out  and  makes  careless  people  pay 
the  expense  of  their  carelessness,  so  that  the 
stationery  and  clerk  hire  that  is  used  in  making 
out  those  new  cards  does  not  cost  the  library  a 
cent. 

John  Thomson:  It  seems  to  me  that  one 
point  has  not  been  mentioned.  Of  course  I 
think  you  must  absolutely  have  a  time  limit. 
Fourteen  days  is  just  as  good  as  twenty-one  or 
twenty-eight  days.  To  let  people  take  out 
books  and  keep  them  indefinitely  is  an  injustice 
to  the  others  who  go  to  the  library.  But  there 
is  a  way  of  minimizing  the  fine,  and  that  is  by 
renewing  the  time  that  a  book  may  be  with- 
drawn. In  most  libraries,  I  presume,  —  cer- 
tainly in  our  own,  —  the  renewal  applications 
are  very  large  in  number,  and  persons  who 
want  to  use  a  book  more  than  fourteen  days 
can  do  so  without  paying  a  fine  by  sending  in 
a  renewal  request  for  two  more  weeks.    That 


application  is  granted  without  hesitation,  pro- 
vided the  book  is  not  wanted  by  some  other 
reader.  In  that  way  those  who  want  the  books 
and  are  entitled  to  have  them  returned  are 
protected  from  their  being  held  out  too  long, 
while  those  who  want  to  use  the  books  can 
keep  them  without  paying  a  fine  by  sending  in 
a  renewal  application. 

A  Delegate  :  Would  you  give  a  renewal 
beyond  four  weeks  } 

Mr.  Thomson  :  If  it  is  desirable  and  does 
not  interfere  with  anybody  else.  We  do  not 
give  renewal  cards  in  the  department  of  fiction ; 
but  on  all  other  books  we  allow  this  privilege 
on  a  proper  explanation  and  reason  being 
given. 

Silas  H.  Berry:  There  is  another  side  to 
the  question  in  the  case  of  libraries  that  are 
institutional  libraries,  that  deal  with  a  mem- 
bership that  pay  a  fee.  In  our  own  case,  that 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in 
New  York,  we  found  that  our  members  ob- 
jected to  the  idea  of  being  punished  as  if  they 
were  naughty  boys,  by  being  compelled  to  pay 
a  small  fine.  Therefore,  in  the  drafting  of  our 
new  regulations  we  have  said  nothing  about 
fines;  instead  we  have  a  charge,  just  as  we 
have  at  our  boathouse.  Members  are  per- 
mitted to  use  a  boat  for  an  hour  or  two  hours 
every  day,  and  if  they  want  to  keep  that  boat 
out  an  extra  length  of  time,  they  can  pay 
twenty-five  cents  an  hour  and  keep  it  out  as 
many  hours  as  they  want.  So  they  can  draw 
books  at  the  library,  two  at  a  time,  and  renew 
them  by  telephone,  by  postal  card,  or  in  any 
other  way;  but  if  another  member  wants  to 
use  a  book  and  the  member  who  has  it  does 
not  find  it  convenient  to  return  it,  we  prefer  to 
think  that  he  wants  to  use  it  and  we  charge 
him  two  cents  a  day  for  such  use;  and  we 
devote  the  income  to  the  purchase  of  popular 
books. 

Adjourned  at  12.10  p.m. 

THIRD  SESSION, 

(New  Magnolia  Hotel,  Tuesday  Evening, 

June  17.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President 
Billings  at  8.30. 

IIiLLBR  C.  Wellman,  president  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Library  Club,  spoke  in 
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GRKKTING,  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 

LIBRARY  CLUB. 

Mr.    President  and  Fellow-Members    of  the 
American  Library  Association  : 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  this  Associa- 
tion has  chosen  its  place  of  meeting,  not  at  the 
instance  of  an  individual,  or  of  a  librar^^,  or  of 
a  city,  but  in  response  to  the  invitation  of  a 
library  club  representing  a  whole  state,  in  fact, 
representing  two  states.  Because  of  this  cir- 
cumstance it  is  my  pleasant  privilege,  in  behalf 
of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club,  to  give  you 
greeting.  In  the  past  an  address  of  welcome 
has  customarily  been  made  by  some  speaker 
outside  of  the  Association  who  has  devoted  his 
energies  to  extollipg  the  noble  average  of 
brains  and  beauty  presented  by  this  brilliant 
body.  I  confess  to  a  strong  personal  convic- 
tion on  this  subject,  but  I  feel  that  it  would 
hardly  become  a  member  to  enlarge  upon  it. 

In  fact,  though  our  feelings  of  welcome  are 
warm,  my  words  must  be  few,  for  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  detain  you  from  the  program  which  Is 
to  follow.  I  wish  simply  to  express  the  great 
and  sincere  pleasure  which  it  gives  to  us  of 
Massachusetts  to  welcome  you  to  the  state. 

The  pride  of  Bostonians  in  their  native  city 
has  become  proverbial;  you  have  doubtless 
heard  countless  witticisms  on  this  subject  per- 
petrated at  our  expense.  Imagine  for  your- 
selves, then,  the  delight  we  feel  in  initiating 
our  best  friends  from  every  corner  of  the  land 
into  this  paradise.  And  if  you  find  that  in  any 
respect  it  falls  below  our  heavenly  ideal,  be 
magnanimous,  I  beg  you,  conceal  the  fact  as 
best  you  may  and  spare  our  images ! 

Parkman,  writing  of  a  period  a  century  and  a 
half  ago,  in  referring  to  our  cold  and  disagree- 
able temperament,  says :  **  Then,  as  now,  New 
England  was  best  known  to  her  neighbors  by 
her  worst  side."  May  there  be  a  ray  of  com- 
fort for  you,  therefore,  in  the  hope  that  on 
closer  acquaintance  you  may  find  us  not  quite 
so  bad  as  we  seem. 

This  year  the  Public  Library  movement  in 
America  celebrates,  in  common  with  the  nobly 
representative  institution  in  Boston,  its  fiftieth 
birthday.  From  this  conference  we  look  back 
on  half  a  century  of  effort  and  achievement; 
and  nearly  half  this  period  has  elapsed  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation in  New  England.  At  that  conference 
held   in   Boston,  twenty-three  years  ago,  not 


one  person  in  twenty  attending  this  meeting 
was  present,  and  the  whole  membership  num- 
bered less  than  two  hundred.  Two  topics  on 
the  program,  it  was  announced,  would  receive 
especial  attention,  and  a  discussion  was  prom- 
ised both  able  and  brilliant.  These  problems, 
it  was  understood,  would  be  then  and  there 
settled  for  all  time.  The  problems  to  be  dis- 
posed of  thus  summarily  were,  first,  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  fiction  in  libraries  and,  second, 
the  matter  of  children's  reading.  Owing  to  an 
unexpected  vitality  these  problems  are  still 
with  us  to-day.  Not  all  committees  have  been 
so  frank  as  that  appointed  then  to  consider  the 
exchange  of  duplicate  books  among  libra- 
ries. Mr.  John  Edmands,  in  behalf  of  the 
committee, ''begged  leave  to  report  their  fail- 
ure to  accomplish  anything.**  Those  who 
since  attacked  the  same  problem  have  hardly 
fared  better. 

Yet  it  is  encouraging,  it  is  surprising,  to  re- 
view the  progress  which  has  been  made  during 
those  twenty-three  years.  The  final  edition  of 
Poole*s  ** Index  to  periodical  literature**  had 
not  then  appeared;  the  *^  List  of  subject-head- 
ings,** the  bibliographies,  and  the  other  co-op- 
erative publications  of  this  Association  had 
not  been  issued. 

Systems  of  classifications  and  details  of 
library  organization  have  during  this  period 
been  elaborated  and  applied.  Not  only  have 
public  libraries  multiplied  all  over  the  land, 
but  the  efliciency  of  librarians  in  reaching  and 
infiuencing  their  communities  has  increased 
enormously.  The  scheme  of  co-operative  cat- 
aloguing has  at  last,  through  the  agency  of  the 
Librarian  of  Congress,  reached  a  triumphant 
consummation.  The  age  limit  on  drawing 
books  in  those  days  commonly  excluded  chil- 
dren. Not  only  has  this  restriction  now  for  a 
long  time  been  modified,  but  we  have  at  last 
taken  one  of  the  most  important  steps  of  all  in 
beginning  systematic  instruction  of  the  com- 
munity—  through  its  younger  members  —  in 
scientific  methods  of  using  a  library.  In  short, 
no  feature  of  our  American  civilization  during 
the  last  quarter  century  has  been  more  signifi- 
cant than  the  wonderful  growth  of  public 
libraries. 

One  thing  remains  unchanged.  TYi^library 
spirit yftL6  the  same  then  that  it  is  to-day;  and 
this  fact  is  in  large  measure  due  to  the  influence 
of  the  American  Library  Association.    There 
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is  excuse,  therefore,  for  our  affection  toward 
this  organization. 

In  recent  years  the  Association  has  met 
in  various  parts  of  the  country.  It  has  en- 
joyed a  generous  and  hearty  welcome  in  the 
North,  at  Montreal ;  it  has  found  an  enthusi- 
astic reception  in  the  West,  at  Waukesha;  it 
has  delighted  in  the  luxuriant  hospitality  of 
die  South,  at  Atlanta.  But  nowhere,  I  assure 
you,  —  and  I  speak  for  Boston,  I  speak  for  Mas- 
sachusetts, —  in  no  section  of  this  land  is  there 
in  the  hearts  of  librarians  and  people  toward 
you  and  this  Association  a  truer  loyalty,  a 
juster  pride,  or  a  more  whole-hearted  pleasure 
in  your  presence  than  here  in  the  old  Bay  State. 
We  bid  you  cordially  welcome. 

Dr.  Billings  then  delivered  the 

president's  address. 

(^See  p.  I.) 

Dr.  C.  W.  Eliot,  President  of  Harvard 
University,  followed  with  an  address  on 

THE  division  OP  A  LIBRARY  INTO  BOOKS  IN 
USE  AND  BOOKS  NOT  IN  USE,  WITH  DIF- 
FERENT STORAGE  METHODS  FOR  THE  TWO 
CLASSES  OF  BOOKS. 

(^S€e  p.  52.) 
Adjourned,  10.15  p.m. 

FOURTH  SESSION, 

(OcEANSiDE  Hotel  Casino,  Thursday 
Morning,  June  19.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Presi- 
dent Billings  at  10  o'clock. 

After  announcements  by  the  secretary  and 
treasurer,  George  Watson  Cole  read  the 

REPORT  on  GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS. 

{See  p.  97.) 

W.  I.  Fletcher:  I  think  we  shall  all  be 
greatly  interested  in  the  summary  on  the  last 
page  of  **  Gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries." 
There  is  one  item  that  may  escape  the  atten- 
tion of  8om«,  which  reminds  me  of  the  old 
story  current  in  our  part  of  the  country,  that 
the  farmers  used  to  say  that  they  would  have 
their  boys  go  to  college  if  it  took  "  the  last 
cow  in  the  barn."  We  note  under  Nebraska 
record  of  the  gift  of  a  cow  —  perhaps  it  was 
the  last  cow  in  the  barn  — for  a  public  library 
in  the  community. 


Dr.  Steiner  :  I  would  make  the  suggestion 
that  it  would  be  well  to  distinguish  between 
Mr.  Carnegie's  gifts  which  are  accepted  and 
Mr.  Carnegie's  offers.  While,  of  course,  the 
Carnegie  offers  are  just  as  creditable  to  Mr. 
Carnegie's  generosity,  they  do  not  show  what 
the  country  has  actually  received.  For  in- 
stance, under  the  heading  of  Maryland,  there 
are  reported  two  of  Mr.  Carnegie's  offers,  one 
of  which  was  refused  and  the  other  of  which 
has  not  been  yet  voted  on,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  information  at  the  present  moment. 
So,  instead  of  there  being  recorded  two  gifts 
of  Mr.  Carnegie  to  Maryland,  there  has  been 
as  yet  no  actual  gift  to  the  state.  There  have 
been  two  offers,  one  of  which  has  been  re- 
fused. 

Arthur  E.  Bostwick  read  the 

REPORT  OF  committee  ON  LIBRARY  TRAINING. 

At  the  close  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Library  Schools  at  the  Montreal  conference 
of  1900  various  recommendations  were  made 
regarding  the  permanent  status  of  this  com- 
mittee, providing  that  its  work  be  laid  out  for 
it  each  year  by  the  Association,  that  it  should 
report  on  certain  definite  things,  that  it  should 
visit  existing  library  schools  regularly,  and 
that  its  expenses  should  be  paid  by  the  Asso- 
ciation.   It  still  seems  desirable  that  this  plan 

m 

should  be  adopted,  but  as  it  has  not  been 
adopted,  this  committee  is  somewhat  free  to 
follow  out  its  own  line  in  preparing  a  report. 
The  absence  of  a  provision  for  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  members  of  the  committee  in 
visiting  the  various  schools  makes  it  practi- 
cally certain  that  the  report  in  this  direction 
will  be  at  best  partial  and  unsatisfactory,  and 
in  the  present  instance  circumstances  affecting 
the  individual  members  of  the  committee  have 
made  it  unusually  so.  Only  one  member  of 
the  committee  besides  the  chairman  has  been 
able  to  make  such  visits,  and  they  have  visited 
but  two  schools  between  them.  Such  features 
of  these,  however,  as  appear  to  be  new,  inter- 
esting, or  striking  in  any  way  will  be  very 
briefly  described. 

The  absence  of  any  specific  directions  on  the 
part  of  the  Association,  however,  seems  to 
make  this  an  appropriate  time  to  discuss  such 
of  the  broader  features  of  library  training  as  it 
may  appear  desirable  to  touch  upon.  The  way 
in  which   these  features   strike  the  individual 
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vary  much  with  the  personal  and  local  stand- 
point and  it  has  been  thought  best,  instead  of 
trying  to  generalize  points  of  view  so  that  this 
discussion  may  be  incorporated  in  the  commit- 
tee's report,  to  make  the  report  brief  and  sup- 
plement it  with  short  papers  from  such  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  as  may  wish  to 
present  them. 

The  library  schools  on  which  we  are  ready 
to  report  are  as  follows  : 

The  Albany  school  has  been  visited  by  the 
chairman  and  by  Mr.  Green.  Some  features 
of  special  interest  here  are : 

(i.)  The  inclusion  in  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  business  methods  and  office  procedure, 
with  a  view  to  increasing  its  practical  value. 
A  modern  library  is  a  business  institution  and 
in  most  cases  the  librarian  is  its  business  head ; 
yet  too  often  he  has  had  no  experience  in  busi- 
ness methods  and  is  apt  to  be  impatient  of 
what  he  regards  as  their  red  tape.  This  plan, 
therefore,  is  to  be  commended. 

(2.)  A  course  in  methods  of  book-selection. 
This  includes  the  preparation  of  what  are 
known  as  librarian's  book-notes,  giving  such 
facts  regarding  a  book  and  its  author  as  will  be 
of  real  help  to  a  librarian  in  deciding  whether 
he  wants  that  particular  book  in  his  library. 
The  course  is  most  admirable  as  indicating  to 
the  student  the  lines  along  which  his  own  prac- 
tical evaluation  of  literature  may  most  profit- 
ably proceed. 

(3.)  The  inclusion  in  the  course  of  novelties 
like  the  Belgian  modification  of  the  Decimal 
Classification,  which  even  if  not  likely  to  be  of 
practical  use  in  the  small  library,  broadens  the 
librarian's  horizon  and  prevents  his  profes- 
sional knowledge  from  becoming  hide-bound. 

In  the  report  of  his  visit,  Mr.  Green  com- 
mends the  thoroughness  and  high  grade  of  the 
instruction  and  the  capabilities,  spirit,  knowl- 
edge, and  aptitude  of  the  staff.  He  says:  **The 
students  appeared  alert  and  interested;  to  be 
working  hard  and  with  good  results,"  and  he 
adds :  '*  I  wish  that  a  few  months'  apprentice- 
ship in  a  good  library  could  be  added  to  the 
equipment  of  every  member  of  a  library 
school." 

The  Pratt  Institute  School  has  been  visited 
by  the  chairman.  Recent  features  in  the  in- 
struction that  seem  to  deserve  special  mention 
are: 

(i.)   The  construction  of  what  Miss  Plummer 


calls  '*  ladders,"  or  graded  lists  of  fiction  '^  lead- 
ing consistently  from  the  reading  of  a  third  or 
fourth  rate  novelist  to  one  of  the  first  rank." 
This  is  not  only  of  the  highest  value  as  an  ex- 
ercise and  as  leading  to  a  broader  knowledge 
of  fiction,  but  its  results  are  destined  to  be  of 
considerable  use  to  the  working  librarian. 

(2.)  The  construction  by  the  students  of  a 
coronation  picture-bulletin,  which  is  really  a 
collection  or  cycle  of  bulletins  bearing  on  Eng- 
lish history,  from  the  earliest  times  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  Although  the  ordinary  library  would 
scarcely  undertake  anything  so  elaborate,  this 
is  the  last  word  in  picture  bulletins,  and  is  a 
monument  of  careful  and  painstaking  work. 

(3.)  The  sending  out  of  a  circular  to  gradu- 
ates, asking  for  criticisms  of  the  course.  The 
answers  are  considered  in  detail  in  a  report 
read  to  the  Graduates'  Association  in  January 
last,  and  it  would  seem  that  they  have  been 
taken  seriously  into  account.  The  course  has 
been  modified  in  several  respects  on  account  of 
them,  and  where  the  criticisms  seemed  not  to 
be  well  founded  they  are  analyzed  and  discussed. 
This  plan  is  highly  to  be  commended  as  mak- 
ing for  better  instruction  in  the  school*  and  for 
good  feeling  toward  it  on  the  part  of  the  gradu- 
ates, most  of  whom  are  now  working  libri- 
rians. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  members 
of  the  committee  did  not  have  opportunity  to 
make  other  visits.  A  report  of  course  might 
have  been  made  up  from  data  obtained  from 
correspondence ;  but  it  has  been  thought  best 
to  include  only  observations  made  during  per- 
sonal visits. 

In  closing,  your  committee  would  stronglj 
recommend  that  the  Committee  on  Librarr 
Training  be  set  a  definite  task  by  the  Associa- 
tion for  the  ensuing  year,  and  granted  an  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  out  that  task. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Arthur  E.  Bostwick,  Ckairmau, 

President  Billings  :  This  report,  I  under- 
stand, is  to  be  followed  by  brief  statements  from 
two  members  of  the  committee  —  Mr.  Bost- 
wick, the  chairman,  and  Mr.  Brett.  I  will  now 
call  on  Mr.  Bostwick. 

A.  E.  Bostwick  :  What  I  have  to  add  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  is  prompted  by  the 
fact,  which  seems  in  the  highest  degree  unfor- 
tunate, that  the  large  public  library  (I  speak 
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especially  from  my  own  experience)  is  not  able 
to  make  the  use  of  the  library  school  graduate 
that  it  would  like  to  do.    The  fact  that  it  can- 
not, and  the  fact  that  some  of  us  think  this  fact 
worthy  of  discussion,  may  seem  to  reflect  in 
some  way  on  the  library  schools.    Nothing  can 
be  further  from  the  case,  and  it  is  to  put  the 
case  clearly,  as  it  appears  to  some  of  us,  that 
this  brief  statement  is  written.    We  are  con- 
fronted, like  Mr.  Cleveland,  with  '*  a  condition, 
not  a  theory,"  and  the  condition  is  this :  the 
library  school  graduate  demands  a  larger  salary 
than  the  public  library  can  pay  in  its  lower 
grades,  and  it  is  rarely  able  to  offer  him  posi- 
tions in  its  higher  grades.    At  present  this  is 
a  misfortune  for  the  library,  not  for  the  gradu- 
ate, for  the  latter  has  usually  no  trouble  in  plac- 
ing himself  in  the  higher  grades  of  some  newly 
established    smaller   institution.     At   present 
there  is  no  dearth  of  such  institutions.    But 
this  state  of  affairs  will  not  continue  indefi- 
nitely,  and  library  extension  will  some  day 
reach  a  condition  of  stable  equilibrium.    It  is 
of  the  status  of  the  library  school  graduate  at 
this  time  that  I  wish  to  speak,  for  it  is  not  far 
distant,  and  some  of  its  conditions  may  even 
now  be  present.    It  strikes  me  that  we  can  get 
a  clearer  view  of  the  situation  by  looking  at  the 
library  profession,  not  by  itself,  but  in  connec- 
tion with  other  professions  and  occupations, 
and  in  trying  to  formulate  certain  statements 
that  will  hold  good  for  all.    Any  such  state- 
ment will  necessarily  be  only  approximate,  and 
will  be  open  to  objection,  but  I  believe  that 
there  are  a  few  that  contain  broad  elements  of 
truth. 

All  workers  who  are  laboring  directly  or  in- 
directly for  the  public  must  receive  some  kind 
of  preparation  for  that  work.  This  holds  good 
for  those  who  are  practising  the  so-called 
learned  professions,  for  teachers,  for  soldiers 
and  sailors,  and  for  those  engaged  in  all  the 
various  phases  of  the  production  and  distribu- 
tion of  articles  in  demand  by  the  public.  We 
can  hardly  expect  that  library  work  will  be 
governed  by  different  laws  from  those  that  gov- 
ern the  general  class  of  occupations  to  which  it 
belongs,  or  that  training  for  it  will  follow  other 
lines  of  development  than  those  followed  by 
similar  kinds  of  technical  education. 

Training  for  library  work  is  now  accom- 
plished by  three  agencies  —  the  library  schools, 
the  apprentice  classes,  and  the  summer  schools. 


The  library  schools  are  trying  to  do  for  libra- 
rianship  what  the  law  school  does  for  the  legal 
profession.  West  Point  for  the  army,  the  nor- 
mal school  for  the  teacher,  or  the  theological 
school  for  the  ministry.  That  they  do  not 
yet  fill  exactly  the  same  place  as  these  institu- 
tions is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  other 
two  agencies  exist  side  by  side  with  them. 
While  the  library-school  training  aims  to  be 
general,  that  of  the  class  is  commonly  directed 
toward  preparation  for  the  special  work  of  the 
particular  library  in  which  the  class  is  held, 
while  the  summer  school  offers  particular  facil- 
ities for  those  who  can  give  only  vacation  time 
to  their  work  of  preparation,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  working  library  assistants  who  desire 
to  perfect  themselves  in  the  technique  of  their 
profession . 

That  there  is  at  present  a  place  for  all  three, 
their  continued  prosperity  sufficiently  indi- 
cates. Yet  that  a  work  which  is  done  in  simi- 
lar cases  by  one  set  of  institutions  should  here 
require  treble  the  number  seems  at  least  to 
offer  a  field  for  investigation. 

Librarianship,  as  has  been  said,  is  simply 
one  among  a  great  number  of  professions  or 
occupations  that  require  both  special  training 
and  general  education.    In  the  course  of  the 
latter  certain  features  may  be  introduced  that 
bear  directly  on  the  technical  part  of  the  train- 
ing.   This  technical  part  may  be  acquired  en- 
tirely by  actual  practice  or   partly    by  such 
substitutes  for  it  as  may  be  available  in  con- 
nection with  the  more  theoretical  part  of  the 
training.    Thus  the  education  of  a  person  who 
expects  to  take  up  such  an  occupation  may 
either  be  divided  sharply  into  two  parts  —  the 
general  education  and  the  actual  practice  of  the 
occupation  —  or  we  may  throw  these  more  or 
less  together  by  combining  some  general  feat- 
ures with  the  theoretical  part  of  the  training, 
and  supplementing  it  with  a  certain  amount  of 
practical  work.    The  first  is  instruction    by 
apprenticeship;   the  latter,    instruction  by  a 
technical  or  professional   school.    The  point 
that  needs  to  be  emphasized  here  is  that  the 
school  instruction,  though  we  speak  of  it  as 
having  largely  supplanted  apprenticeship,  still 
needs  to  be  supplemented  by  practical  work 
before  the  person  who  takes  up  the  occupation 
can  be  regarded  as  thoroughly  trained  in  it. 
This  is  fully  recognized  in  the  learned  profes- 
sions.   In  law,  the  graduate  of  a  law  school  it 
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glad  to  spend  several  years  in  an  office  at  a 
nominal  salary,  or  at  no  salary  at  all,  in  acquir- 
ing that  experience  without  which  his  profes- 
sional services  would  lack  value.    The  gradu- 
ate of  a  medical  school  is  eager  to  obtain  a 
hospital   appointment    where    he   spends    his 
time  in  accumulating  valuable  experience  at  a 
small   salary  or  without  salary.    The  normal 
school  graduate  often  begins  his  work  as  a  sub- 
stitute or  waits  for  a  year  or  more  before  secur- 
ing a  position.    The  newly  ordained  clergyman 
oflen  goes  into  mission  work  or  accepts  the 
position  of  assistant  at  a  nominal  salary  for  the 
same  reason;  in  almost  every  case  he  begins 
at  least  with  a  small  pastorate.    The  graduate 
of  West  Point  or  Annapolis  enters  the  service 
in  the   lowest  grade  for  small  compensation. 
The  lawyer  or  the  physician  does  not  expect  to 
jump  into  a  lucrative  practice  at   once;   the 
clergyman  does  not  complain  because  he  can- 
not at  once  command  a  large  church  with  a 
corresponding  large  salary ;  the  normal  school 
graduate  does  not  ask  to  step  into  a  principal- 
ship;  the  embryo  soldier  and   sailor  do   not 
expect  to  be  promoted  at  once  to  colonelcies 
and  captaincies.     This  state  of  things  is  now 
pretty  well   understood  and  accepted.     Yet  it 
was  not  always  so,  and  the  tradition  of  the 
time  when  it  was  otherwise  has  not  passed. 
The  college  graduate,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
newspaper   paragraph  writer,  is  still  a  youth 
who  regards  his  education  as  finished  and  the 
honors  and  emoluments  of  any  career  he  may 
choose  as  ripened  plums  ready  to  drop  into  his 
lap.     That  there  is  still  some  justification  for 
these  squibs  is  undeniable,  for  there  was  still 
an  earlier  time  when  he  was  in  a  measure  jus- 
tified in  doing  so.    When  there  was  a  greater 
demand  for  college-trained  men  than  could  be 
supplied  from  the  few  institutions  then  in  exist- 
ence a  college  graduate  was  not  so  far  out  of  the 
way  when  he  regarded  the  world  as  at  his  feet. 
Then  came  a  period  of  increase  in  the  supply 
and   of   brisker  competition;    the  conditions 
were  altered,  but   the  newly-fledged   graduate 
continued  to  act  as  if  they  were  still  the  same. 
Finally  he  accepted  the  situation  and  his  self- 
confidence  is  now  but  a  fading  tradition. 

As  school-training  for  library  work  is  of  re- 
cent date,  so  we  cannot  be  surprised  to  find  that 
it  has  not  reached  the  position  of  stable  equi- 
librium just  indicated.  The  library-school 
graduate  is  still  either  in  the  first  or  the  second 


of  the  stages  described  above  —  in  which  of 
them  statistics  alone  can  decide.  Probably  he  is 
still  in  the  first  or  just  passing  into  the  second; 
in  other  words,  his  expectation  of  being  able  to 
earn  his  living  by  library   work   immediately 
afler  graduation  without    further  experiential 
training  is  still  justified  or  has  been  so  until 
quite  recently.    That  he  has  not  passed  into 
the  third  stage,  where  he   realizes  that  such 
further  training  is  demanded   and  accepts  the 
situation,  is  quite  evident.     How  many  libniy 
school  graduates  are  willing  to  serve  in  a  pub- 
lic library  without  salary  for  six   months  in 
order  to  learn  the   special   methods    of  that 
library  and  give  proof  of  their  own  personal 
capability  for  the  work  ?    How  many  are  even 
willing  to  accept  positions  in  the  lowest  grade 
with  salaries  of  $35  to  $40  a  month  .^     The 
usual  reply  to  such  a  proposition,  **  I  cannot 
live  on  $35  a  month,"  clearly   indicates  that 
they  believe  that  the  school  training  should 
render  them    self-supporting    immediately  on 
graduation. 

Nothing  herein  contained  must  be  construed 
as  approval  of  any  particular  minimum  salary. 
The  point  is  that  library  school  training  has 
not  yet  reached  the  stage,  from  the  economic 
standpoint  of  supply  and  demand,  where  train- 
ing for  the  learned  professions  rested  sonne 
time  ago. 

Is  this  mental  attitude  of  the  graduate  justi- 
fied or  not  ?    In  other  words,  is  he  in  the  first 
or  the  second  stage?    If  he  is  still  in  the  first, 
that  is,  if  he  really  is  able  to  secure  self-support 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  graduation,  be 
must  thank  the  great  recent  extension  of  librarj 
work  due  to  stimulation  of  public  interest  and 
to  large  benefactions.     That  he  cannot  rely  on 
the  large  public  libraries  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  these  are  coming  more  and  more  to 
fill   the   higher  positions    by   promotion.    A 
vacancy  at  the  top  means  a  general  moving  op 
all  along  the  line,  and  the  final  result  is  that 
the  opening  for  the  ambitious  graduate  is  near 
the  bottom.     If  he  wants  a   hig^her  place  he 
must  look  to   the  newly  created    institutions. 
At    present    the    supply    of    these    keeps  up 
bravely.    The  situation  is  as  it  used  to  be  with 
law  and   medicine,  when   the   graduate  could 
always   **  go    out   West  **    and    find    a    ncwlj 
founded  town   ready    for   his    services.     The 
West  has  now  been  well  supplied  with  Iswvers 
and  clergymen  for  some  time ;   it  will  also  h^ 
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come  supplied  with  librarians.  When  the 
profession  is  filled  with  a  solid  mass  moving 
slowly  upward  it  will  be  at  hard  to  get  in  at 
anj  place  except  the  bottom  as  it  now  is  in  the 
learned  professions  —  harder,  for  with  them 
there  is  no  formal  promotion  from. grade  to 
grade. 

Then  the  librarj-school  graduate  will  pass 
into  the  third  stage.  He  will  accept  the  situa- 
tion just  as  the  law-school  and  medical-school 
graduates  have  done.  He  will  reckon  before- 
hand not  only  on  so  many  years  in  the  library 
school,  but  on  so  many  additional  years  during 
which  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  all  or  a  part 
of  his  services  in  return  for  the  acquisition  of 
experience.  That  the  learned  professions  have 
benefited  by  the  natural  selection  forced  upon 
them  by  crowding  is  undeniable.  That  the 
library  profession  will  similarly  benefit  seems 
certain.  When  the  second  stage  comes,  how- 
ever (perhaps,  as  has  been  said,  it  is  already 
here),  when  the  confidence  of  the  graduate  in 
immediate  self-support  is  no  longer  justified, 
we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  this 
stage  as  short  as  possible,  and  to  hasten  the 
period  when  the  situation  will  be  calmly  ac- 
cepted. When  this  has  arrived  those  public 
libraries  that  now  maintain  apprentice  classes 
may  substitute  therefor  probationary  classes 
without  formal  training  and  requiring  a  library- 
school  certificate  for  admission.  Members  of 
these  classes  will  be  paid  a  small  salary  or  pos- 
sibly no  salary  at  all  during  the  probationary 
period.  All  the  assistants  in  the  ordinary 
library  will  be  graduates  and  the  raison  d'itrt 
of  the  summer  school  will  have  vanished. 
Thus  two  of  the  present  methods  of  library 
training  will  have  given  place  to  the  third,  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished. 

[At  this  point  the  president  withdrew,  and 
the  first  vice-president,  Dr.  J.  K.  Hosmer,  took 
the  chair.] 

Dr.  Hosmer  :  I  recall  a  reminiscence  that  I 
have  heard  of  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
some  twenty-five  years  ago.  As  vice-president 
of  the  Harvard  Alumni  Association,  he  was 
constantly  called  upon  by  the  president  to 
preside.     He  began  his  duties  in  this  way: 

'*  I  ought  to  thank  the  president, 
He  has  kindly  broken  the  ice. 
Virtue  should  always  be  the  first, 
I  am  nothing  but  the  vice." 


I  have  but  one  clear  idea  as  to  the  duties  which 
I  am  to  perform  this  morning,  and  that  is  to 
threaten  well  the  people  who  are  in  the  back 
part  of  the  room.  That,  I  notice,  is  one  of  the 
principal  functions  of  the  presiding  officer.  I 
wish  to  remark  that  if  the  people  in  the  back 
part  of  the  room  manifest  any  derelictions  they 
will  find  that  the  *'  vice  "  is  a  monster  of  most 
frightful  mien.  We  are  now,  I  believe,  to  hear 
from  Mr.  Brett. 

W.  H.  Brett:  When  I  accepted  the 
honor  of  a  position  on  the  committee  on 
library  training,  it  was  with  the  resolution  that 
I  would,  during  the  year,  visit  each  one  of  the 
library  schools,  but  the  pressure  of  unforeseen 
business  engagements  has  prevented  me  from 
carrying  this  out.  I  have  visited  only  one  of 
the  schools  and  that  was  due  to  the  fortunate 
chance  that  business  took  me  within  reach  of 
Pratt  Institute.  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to 
speak  from  personal  observation  of  the  work, 
and  have  been  unable  to  prepare  anything 
which  I  feel  would  be  a  valuable  contribution 
in  the  subject. 

W.  C.  Lane  :  Mr.  Bostwick*s  paper  was  an 
exceedingly  interesting  one,  but  I  think  there 
was  one  point  that  he  left  out,  which,  to  make 
the  interest  complete,  should  be  added,  namely, 
the  fact  that  the  successful  lawyer  or  doctor, 
afler  he  has  served  his  apprenticeship,  gets  a 
very  much  larger  income  than  the  librarian. 
That  point,  it  seems  to  me,  has  a  decided  bear- 
ing on  the  fact  that  we  can  expect  a  doctor  and 
a  lawyer  to  serve  a  good  many  years  after  his 
school  training  at  a  salary  which  barely  sup- 
ports him.  I  wonder  if  Mr.  Bostwick  thinks, 
or  the  company  in  general  believe,  that,  as  the 
condition  to  which  he  refers  is  attained,  the 
rewards  of  the  higher  places  in  library  work 
will  be  at  all  equivalent  to  those  of  the  doctor 
and  the  lawyer? 

Miss  Ahern:  I  was  very  much  interested  in 
Mr.  Bostwick's  paper,  but  I  am  afraid  we  have 
come  to  a  point  where  there  is  a  little  diver- 
gence. It  seems  to  me  that  the  line  of  com- 
parison he  made  was  too  comprehensive.  In 
the  so-called  learned  professions,  the  lawyer  and 
the  doctor  and  the  others  of  whom  he  spoke 
are  not  under  a  stated  salary.  In  our  own 
work  the  only  legitimate  comparison  seems  to 
mc  to  be  along  the  line  of  educational  work. 
The  salary  of  the  school  teacher  who  has  re- 
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ceived  a  certificate  from  an  accredited  normal 
school  is  far  beyond  now,  and  always  has  been 
bejrond,  that  which  is  offered  to  the  graduate 
of  the  library  school.  While  there  is  room  for 
question  as  to  the  administrative  ability,  the 
power  of  personal  direction,  of  the  person  in 
charge  of  a  library  or  in  the  different  positions 
in  the  lower  grades,  at  the  same  time,  the  pres- 
sure, it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  come  on  the 
library  schools  rather  than  on  the  graduates  of 
the  library  schools  if  we  are  going  to  compare 
with  the  normal  school  graduates,  which  to  my 
mind  is  the  only  legitimate  comparison.  The 
pressure  should  be  on  the  line  of  what  the 
graduates  of  the  library  school  really  need. 
In  most  of  the  normal  schools  with  which  I  am 
acquainted  a  certificate  is  not  given  to  a 
graduate  when  the  course  of  study  prescribed 
by  the  school  is  finished.  The  graduate  is  ex- 
pected to  go  into  the  field  and  show  forth  his 
fitness  for  the  work  which  he  or  she  has  chosen 
before  the  certificate  of  the  school  is  given. 
If  the  library  schools  were  to  adopt  some  plan 
of  that  kind  so  that  there  should  be  one  or  two 
years'  actual  experience  in  a  library  of  standard 
grade  before  the  certificate  is  given  by  the 
school,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  would  be  very 
little  question  of  what  the  salary  should  be. 
That  would  rest  entirely  between  the  library 
and  the  student.  But  for  a  graduate  —  one  who 
has  received  a  certificate  and  has  gone  through 
the  professional  period  —  to  go  to  a  public 
library  at  a  nominal  salary,  or  no  salary  at  all, 
seems  to  me  most  unfair  to  all  concerned. 

F.  M.  Crunden  :  Since  the  matter  of  salaries 
has  been  raised  I  would  simply  say,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  all,  particularly  the  younger 
people,  that  during  my  time  the  salaries  have 
been  about  doubled.  I  remember  when  I  first 
went  into  the  business  that  the  salaries  of  the 
two  men  who  then  might  be  considered  at  the 
head  of  their  profession  were  respectively  three 
and  four  thousand  dollars.  Now,  younger  men 
in  the  profession  are  getting  from  five  to  six 
thousand  dollars,  and  salaries  among  assistants 
have,  I  suppose,  shown  a  somewhat  similar  in- 
crease. We  can  never  expect,  in  work  of  this 
kind,  —  which  must  be  in  its  basis  more  or  less 
altruistic  and  regardless  of  pecuniary  compen- 
sation,—  the  same  pecuniary  compensations 
that  are  to  be  obtained  in  other  professions 
where  money  is  the  main  pursuit,  and  where 
there  are  unlimited  opportunities  for  making 


it.  We  must  accept  that  fact  But  there  is  no 
question  about  it,  the  trend  of  salaries  U  con- 
stantly upward  and  will  continue  to  be  so. 

William  Bbkr  :  We  have  looked  at  this  mat- 
ter from  the  point  of  view  of  the  library  school 
graduate,  but  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  there 
is  a  civil  service  law  which,  to  begin  with,  pro- 
hibits the  emplojrment  of  any  one  not  a  resident 
in  the  city  for  twelve  months.  We  wanted  the 
services  of  a  student  who  had  had  some  years' 
experience  in  the  library  schools,  but  she  had 
only  lived  for  six  months  in  New  OHeans,  and 
so  was  prevented  from  entering  the  examina- 
tion and  could  not  get  on  the  list  of  eligibles. 
The  largest  employers  of  persons  for  library 
work  to-day  are  the  municipalities,  and  I  think 
this  Association  ought  to  take  some  steps  to  look 
into  the  conditions  under  which  municipalities 
are  making  it  harder  and  harder  every  day  for 
the  obtaining  of  skilled  assistants  from  the 
outside. 

Mblvil  Dewey  presented  the 

REPORT  OP  COMMITTBK  ON  A.  L.  A. 
EXHIBIT  AT  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EX- 
POSITION. 

Melvil  Dewey:  The  committee  seems  to 
be  generally  agreed  on  two  main  features  of 
the  exhibit  planned  for  the   St.  Louis  expo- 
sition :  First,  a  model  library,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  built  in  the  exposition  park  and  used 
after  the  exposition  as  a  branch  library  for  the 
city ;  and  second,  a  representation  in  that  build- 
ing, in  its  equipment  and  selection  of  books,  of 
the  best  library  thought  of  to-day.    The  com- 
mittee feel  that  in  this  building  there  should  be 
absolutely  nothing  commercial;  that  library  ap- 
pliances— stacks  and  pamphlet  cases  and  the 
other  devices  that  may  be  shown  —  shoukl  not 
be  shown  in  the  library  building;  but  that  in  the 
library  building  itself  there  should  be  two  special 
exhibits,  one  from  the  Library  of  Congress  of  the 
maps  and  materials  connected  with  the  Louisi- 
ana purchase,  and  the  other  a  smaller  collec- 
tion of  books  of  special  interest  to  visitors  to 
the  exposition.    The  library  should  represent 
not  only  a  model   town   library  for  a  town 
or  a  small  city,  but  also  a  branch  library. 
This  would  provide  a  place  where  one  could  go 
and   read  or  write  letters,  and   be  a  kind  of 
library  headquarters.    We  consider  it  desirable 
to  devote  this  building  entirely  to  the  educa- 
tional side  of  our  work,  and  to  limit  the  exhibits 
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brought  there  to  charts,  photographs,  graphic 
illustrations,  —  those  having  reference  entirelj 
to  the  present  status  of  librarj  science,  and  not 
to  attempt  the  antiquarian  or  historical  side  of 
the  subject.  The  feeling  is  strong  that  we 
should  make  an  exhibit  more  for  the  public, 
and  to  influence  the  public  to  understand  the 
function  of  public  libraries,  than  for  the  libra- 
rians themselves.  If  librarians  wish  to  study 
technical  details,  they  Mrill  have  other  oppor- 
tunities, and  it  is  probably  better  at  St.  Louis 
to  try  and  make  an  exhibit  of  interest  to  the 
general  public. 

Our  other  exhibit  will  be  the  much-talked-of 
"A.  L.  A.  catalog."  The  initial  proposition 
for  this  undertaking  came  up  at  the  last  meet- 
ing in  Boston  twenty-three  years  ago  this  sum- 
mer. At  the  Chicago  exposition  in  1893,  we 
were  able  to  put  out  a  tentative  "A.  L.  A. 
catalog"  through  the  aid  of  the  Bureau  of 
Education.  That  catalog  was  put  out  with- 
out any  of  the  annotations  which  were  essential 
to  it,  yet  in  spite  of  that  Dr.  Harris  told  me  the 
other  day  that  the  more  he  handled  the  book, 
the  more  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  one  of 
the  most  useful  that  had  ever  been  published 
in  this  country.  The  demand  for  it  is  constant, 
and  there  is  a  still  greater  demand  that  it 
should  be  brought  down  to  date.  A  supple- 
ment was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  in 
1894,  and  they  have  been  working  on  it  with- 
out appropriations  and  without  salaries,  as 
time  could  be  given.  Part  of  their  material  Is 
ready  for  the  printer,  but  the  opinion  of  the 
Publishing  Board  and  of  this  committee  is 
practically  unanimous  that  it  would  be  wiser 
not  to  publish  the  supplementary  matter,  but 
from  that  and  from  the  old  book  to  prepare  for 
St.  Louis  a  new  single  catalog,  that  should 
bring  up  to  date  the  best  selection  of  books  we 
can  give  for  the  average  town  library.  Then 
comes  the  essential  question  of  annotations, 
and  our  suggestion  is  this :  many  thousands  of 
notes  have  accumulated,  but  it  is  impossible  to 
annotate  every  title  in  the  way  it  ought  to  be 
done,  in  time  for  the  St.  Louis  Exposition. 
Our  proposition  is  to  use  the  best  of  the  notes 
we  have  at  present  for  the  first  edition,  and 
then  to  follow  up  that  first  edition  immediately 
by  continuous  work  in  editing  until  we  finally 
have  an  annotation  for  every  title  that  seems 
to  require  it  The  plan  is  to  print  the  classified 
catalog  so  that  it  may  be  delivered  in  sec- 


tions. If  any  library  wishes  the  section  on 
education  or  science  or  biography,  that  section 
may  be  printed  from  the  plates,  providing  also 
for  an  index  which  shall  give  the  classification 
numbers. 

The  work  has  met  with  almost  insuperable 
difiiculties  from  the  time  it  was  first  proposed. 
We  have  appointed  committees  and  editors, 
but  we  have  never  had  any  appropriations.  It 
has  been  purely  a  labor  of  love,  except  what 
was  done  in  1893  by  the  Bureau  of  Education. 
Mr.  Putnam  is  willing  to  print  this  catalog,  so 
that  it  will  be  printed  and  distributed  from 
Washington,  and  that  is  the  first  great  step. 
Such  a  work  belongs  in  our  national  library, 
and  now  that  we  have  a  national  library  that 
we  are  all  looking  to  as  headquarters  it  is 
proper  that  this  catalog  should  be  printed  there 
and  distributed  from  that  centre. 

The  second  point  is  that  just  as  soon  as  that 
book  comes  from  the  press  the  editors  have 
got  to  begin  on  the  second  edition.  There 
will  have  to  be  an  editor  who  will  give  his 
whole  time  to  it.  He  must  devote  himself  to 
collecting  suggestions  as  to  books  and  mate- 
rials for  notes,  and  we  may  hope  with  succeed- 
ing editions  not  to  bring  out  a  series  of  supple- 
ments, but  from  time  to  time  to  issue  a  book 
that  shall  represent  the  best  books  that  can  be 
chosen,  with  the  best  annotations  that  our 
combined  efibrts  can  procure.  I  am  convinced 
that  there  is  no  single  publication  that  we  can 
make,  no  single  piece  of  work  that  this  Asso- 
ciation can  do,  that  will  do  so  much  for  the 
smaller  libraries  and  for  individual  readers  as 
a  book  of  that  kind. 

Any  further  exhibition  at  St.  Louis  is  de- 
pendent on  the  means  at  our  disposal.  I 
hardly  think  the  A.  L.  A.  has  funds  enough  in 
its  treasury  to  vrarrant  us  in  making  an  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose.  The  model  library 
exhibit  and  the  "A.  L.  A.  catalog"  will  be 
the  best  exhibit  that  we  can  make.  Beyond 
this  the  committee  have  only  to  report  prog- 
ress, and  express  the  hope  that  we  shall  have 
funds  to  supplement  this  with  the  other  exhibit. 

H.  L.  Elmendorf  :  There  may  be  a  number 
of  the  librarians  present  who  would  like  copies 
of  the  old  *'A.  L.  A.  catalog,"  which  is,  I 
believe,  out  of  print.  There  are  something 
like  five  hundred  copies  stored  away  in  the 
Bufialo  Library.  The  copies  are  in  good  con- 
dition and  if  any  of  you  would  like  them  and 
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be  willing  to  pay  the  freight  or  express  charges 
I  would  be  glad  to  send  them. 

H.  J.  Carr  :  If  Mr.  Elmendorf  will  ask  the 
Bureau  of  Education  for  a  frank,  the  whole 
bundle  of  catalogs  can  be  sent  back  to  Wash- 
ington, where  any  one  can  get  them  without 
expense. 

W.  I.  Fletcher  presented  the 

REPORT  OF  THE  A.  L.  A.  PUBLISHING  BOARD. 

{See  p.  83.) 
W.  T.  Peoples  read  the 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RELATIONS  WITH 
THE  BOOK  TRADE. 

Upon  receiving,  in  October  last,  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Association  notification  of  our 
appointments  as  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Relations  of  Libraries  to  the  Book  Trade, 
steps  were  taken  at  an  early  date  to  acquaint 
the  book  trade  of  our  appointment,  and  to  this 
end  the  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
president  of  the  American  Publishers*  Associa- 
tion: 

Mr.  Charlks  Scribnkr, 

Presidtnt  American  Pubiisktrs*   Associaiitm,  Nra 
York. 

Dear  Mr.  Scrxbnbr:  At  the  twenty-third  general 
meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association  held  at 
Waukesha,  Wis.,  in  July  last,  one  of  the  topics  consid- 
ered and  discussed  was  the  "  Relationship  of  publishers, 
booksellers,  and  librarians." 

A  full  and  complete  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
conference  may  be  found  in  the  Library  yommal  for  the 
month  of  August  last. 

As  a  result  of  the  very  thorough  consideration  of  the 
above-mentioned  topic  it  was  decided  that  the  council  of 
the  American  Library  Association  be  requested  to  ap- 
point a  "  Committee  on  relations  of  libraries  to  the  book 
trade." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Associa- 
tion held  on  September  30th  last,  the  following-named 
persons  were  selected  to  compose  this  committee : 

W.  T.  Peoples,  of  New  York,  Chairman, 

H.  L.  Elmendorf,  of  Buffalo,* 

W.  Millard  Palmer,  of  Grand  Rapids, 

John  Thomson,  of  Philadelphia, 

Miss  Tessa  L.  Kelso,  of  New  York. 

It  will  be  the  province  of  this  committee,  not  only  to 
guard  the  purchasing  interests  of  the  various  members 
composing  our  Association,  but  also  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
mote amicable  and  harmonious  relations  with  your  Asso- 
ciation as  the  representative  of  the  book  trade. 

As  chairman  of  the  committee  I  am  in  receipt  of 
several  communications  complaining  of  some  of  the  ine- 
qualities existing  in  the  new  arrangement  of  issuing 
"  net  books." 

These  complaints  cannot  be  enumerated  here.  The 
object  of  this  communication  is  to  acquaint  your  associa- 
tion of  the  existence  of  our  committee. 


I  shall  shortly  ask  you  for  a  personal  interriew  as  the 
most  satisfactory  and  expeditions  mode  of  adjusting  the 
complaints  which  have  thus  far  come  to  our  knowledge. 
I  am, 

Very  respectfully  yonrs, 

W.  T.  Pkopum, 


Through  correspondence  and  personal  inter- 
views jour  committee  has  been  constantlj  in 
touch  with  the  Publishers'  Association  and  in- 
dividual members  thereof,  whereby  the  trade 
has  been  kept  thoroughly  informed  of  the  dis- 
satisfaction existing  among  the  members  of 
our  Association,  with  the  so-styled  **  net  price 
system."  In  our  first  interviews  we  found 
considerable  irritation  existing,  caused  by  what 
was  considered  to  be  erroneous  and  ill-advised 
statements  by  individual  members  of  our  As- 
sociation. To  a  very  great  extent,  we  think 
your  committee  succeeded  in  removing  these 
and  overcoming  a  feeling  at  first  inclined  to 
resentment,  until  eventually  we  had  assurances 
from  leading  members  of  the  American  Pub- 
lishers' Association  that  they  would  listen  to 
our  appeal  and  at  the  same  time  favor  granting 
us  a  concession  in  the  vray  of  an  increased 
discount. 

We  then  asked  that  a  meeting  of  the  Pub- 
lishers* Association  be  called,  that  this  nuitter 
might  be  considered  at  the  earliest  possible 
time.  In  this  connection  your  committee  de- 
sires to  say  that  in  all  their  interviews  with  the 
publishers  they  were  careful  to  disclaim  anj 
desire  to  interfere  with  or  injure  the  local  book- 
sellers in  any  way. 

Various  obstacles  intervened  to  prevent  the 
meeting  of  the  publishers  being  held  before  the 
27th  of  May  last  In  the  meantime  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Library  Club  and 
the  New  Jersey  Library  Association  was  held  at 
Atlantic  City.  At  their  meeting  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted : 

Rtsolved,  That  the  American  Pablishen'  Associa- 
tion be  requested  to  consent  that  the  dealers  and  pnbUsk- 
ers  be  permitted  to  give  to  librarians  a  discoont  up  to  js 
per  cent,  on  net  books. 

The  adoption  of  the  above  resolution  had  the 
effect  of  arousing  and  antagonizing  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  American  Booksellers' 
Association.  A  meeting  of  that  executive  com- 
mittee was  held,  and  a  memorial  prepared 
addressed  to  the  American  Publishers*  Asso- 
ciation. 
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Among  other  things  this  memorial  requested 
that  the  publishers  instead  of  increasing  the 
discount  to  libraries,  should  require  them  to 
pay  the  full  net  price  for  books.  In  addition 
this  memorial  contained  other  matter  relating 
to  libraries  and  librarians,  which  in  our  opin- 
ion is  unworthy  of  a  body  of  representative 
men,  which  we  do  not  deem  it  wise  to  discuss 
at  this  time,  and  we  regret  to  say  that  this 
memorial  was  signed  by  one  of  the  members  of 
our  committee. 

The  outcome  of  the  American  Publishers' 
Association  meeting,  for  which  we  had  been 
laboring,  held  on  May  27th,  is  shown  by  the 
following  letter  received  from  Mr.  Charles 
Scribner,  the  president  of  the  Association  : 

Dkar  Mr.  Psoplss  :  Probably  you  have  heard  that 
the  Publishers'  Association  took  no  action  upon  the 
library  question  at  their  meeting,  but  this  is  to  make  good 
my  promise  to  let  you  hear  from  me.  In  opposition  to  the 
suggestions  from  the  library  associations,  the  meeting 
had  before  it  a  request  ixom  the  Booksellers'  Association, 
enforced  by  some  thirty  odd  letters  from  representative 
booksellers,  to  take  away  all  discount  from  libraries,  and 
to  extend  the  protection  over  net  books  for  another  year. 
The  meeting  also  had  to  deal  with  the  price  cutting  in 
New  York  city,  and  other  matters  of  importance.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  situation  it  was  resolved  to  take  no 
action  upon  the  library  question.  There  is  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  some  members  that  the  library  discount  be  in- 
creased, and  I  think  it  possible  that  some  more  favorable 
action  may  be  taken  at  another  meeting. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Charlxs  Scribnsr. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry,  we  also  received  the 

following : 

Dear  Mr.    Pboplks  :  Replying  to  your  inquiry  con- 

ceming  the  last  meeting  of  the  Publishers'  Association, 

I  would  write  that  the  Association  refused  to  extend  the 

protection  to  net  books  beyond  the  one  year  now  agreed 

upon. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Charlxs  Scribnsr. 

Your  committee  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
Association  adopt  the  following  resolutions  for 
presentation  to  the  Publishers*  Association : 

First :  That  the  Publishers'  Association  hav- 
ing agreed  to  limit  the  net  price  protection 
strictly  to  one  year,  print  on  the  back  of  the 
title  i)age  the  month  as  well  as  the  year  of 
copyright,  that  all  may  know  the  date  when 
the  protection  expires. 

Second:  That  the  Publishers*  Association 
grant  to  libraries  an  increased  discount  over 
their  present  allowance  on  net  books. 

W.  T.  Peoples, 
John  Thomson, 
H.  L.  Elmendorf, 
Tessa  L*.  Kelso. 


Martin  Hensbl  :  Most  questions  have  two 
sides  to  them,  but  this  one  seems  to  have  three, 
the  publisher  on  one  side,  the  bookseller  on 
the  other,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  librarian. 
Now,  what  the  librarians  want,  I  believe,  is 
cordial  relations  with  both  and  nothing  else. 
The  complaints  in  regard  to  library  discounts 
come  mostly,  in  the  first  place,  from  the  book- 
sellers themselves.  They  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  conditions  of  things  to-day.  I  was  a  book- 
seller myself  for  twenty-five  years,  from  1865 
on,  and  I  know  something  of  the  dealings  of 
the  book  trade.  To-day  the  libraries  are  among 
the  best  advertising  and  distributing  agents 
that  the  publishers  have,  and  I  believe  the  re- 
lation between  the  libraries  and  the  publishers 
is  very  fraternal. 

The  discount  of  ten  per  cent  on  net  books 
would  be  all  right  if  the  publishers  did  not 
raise  the  price  on  a  good  many  books  beyond 
what  it  should  be.  There  are  some  books,  I 
know,  on  which  the  publishers  were  compelled 
to  raise  the  prices;  but  when  they  put  a 
book  that  is  listed  at  $1.50  long,  at  $1-35  net 
and  give  ten  per  cent,  ofi"  of  that,  it  makes  it 
come  to  $1.22,  or  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  of 
what  the  book  really  ought  to  be  to  the  library. 
Now,  all  we  want  in  this  matter  is  fair  play, 
and  I  hope  the  committee  on  the  relation  of  the 
libraries  to  the  book-trade  will  be  able  to  give 
us  the  fair  play  that  we  want. 

T.  L.  Montgomery:  I  very  much  regret 
that  this  committee  did  not  take  some  notice  of 
the  unwarranted  attack  made  upon  a  member 
of  this  Association  in  the  memorial  prepared 
by  the  Booksellers'  Association,  and  I  would 
very  much  like  to  make  a  motion  that  any 
member  of  that  committee  who  was  in  any  way 
responsible  for  that  attack  upon  Mr.  Dewey 
should  be  expelled  from  this  Association,  if  he 
is  a  member.  I  think  that  was  the  most  das- 
tardly attack  that  has  ever  been  made  upon  any 
one  ever  connected  with  our  Association. 

W.  I.  Fletcher  :  It  seems  to  me  very  essen- 
tial that  we  have  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
points  involved.  As  has  been  said,  it  is  prob- 
able that  really  the  most  dissatisfaction  that 
has  arisen,  and  the  most  justifiable  dissatis- 
faction, has  been  with  the  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  publishers  to  reduce  their  list  prices 
sufiiciently  to  meet  the  reduction  of  the  dis- 
count allowed.  I  have  been  told  on  behalf  of 
some  publishers  that  they  are  at  last  beginning 
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to  recognize  that  a  verj  strong  case  has  already 
been  made  against  them  on  those  points,  and 
thej  are  prepared  to  jield  something  there. 
The  other  point  is  quite  a  different  one  —  what 
the  amount    of  discount    shall    be  on   those 
prices.    The  prices  might  remain  if  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  prices  of  books  shall  be  raised 
all  along  the  line,  but  if  they  do  not  intend  to 
have  the  actual  cost  of  the  books  raised,  they 
certainly  should  give  us  more  discount.    Let 
us  keep  those  two  points  distinctly  in  mind, 
and  it  is  almost  a  matter  of  indifference  to  us 
whether  the  publishers  approach  the  subject 
on  one  side  or  on  the  other,  —  whether  they 
reduce  list  prices,   as  compared  with  former 
list  prices,  of  books  evidently  of  the  same  value, 
or  whether,  not  reducing  any  more  than  they 
have  done,  they  increase  the  amount  of  dis- 
count  given  to  libraries.    It  seems  to  me  we 
are   in  a  position  to  demand  that  there  be  a 
more  equitable  solution  of  this  matter  on  the 
part  of  the  publishers  in  one  way  or  the  other. 

It  is  very  evident  to  all  observers  that  this 
book  trade  reform  is  in  an  experimental  stage, 
and  that  we  ought  to  put  up  with  it  for  a  year. 
I  say  **put  up  with  it,"  not  to  cast  any  oppro- 
brium upon  the  reform,  because,  on  the  whole, 
I  my  self  believe  in  the  reform,  but  I  mean  that 
we  should  put  up  for  a  year  with  the  difficulties 
that  some  publishers  tell  us  are  incidental  to 
the  reform.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  action  we 
should  take  to-day  is  very  fairly  expressed  in 
the  resolutions  offered  by  the  committee,  and  I 
hope  they  will  receive  their  proper  reference  to 
the  Council  and  stand  as  the  action  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  Berry  :  We  must  not  fall  into  the  dan- 
ger of  thinking  that  the  publishers  are  trying 
to  make  it  easy  for  libraries  to  get  books  at  the 
old  prices.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have 
attempted  to  reduce  the  price  of  a  dollar  and  a 
half  book  to  a  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents  in 
order  to  meet  the  difference  in  the  present  dis- 
count to  the  booksellers  and  the  former  dis- 
count to  the  booksellers,  allowing  a  straight 
discount  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  instead  of 
forty  per  cent,  as  formerly.  They  are  not  try- 
ing to  meet  the  difference  between  the  former 
discount  to  the  libraries  of  forty  per  cent,  and 
the  present  discount  to  the  libraries  of  ten  per 
cent.  It  is  the  bookseller  they  are  trying  to 
protect,  and  the  local  bookseller  needs  the  pro- 
tection, as  we  must  all  of  us  believe,  especially 


if  we  have  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
book  trade.  But  what  we  want  is  a  little  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  profits.  The  pub- 
lisher is  the  gainer  in  the  present  raise  of  prices, 
and  not  the  bookseller.  The  object  of  this  raise 
was  to  give  the  bookseller  a  little  more  chance; 
but  he  is  not  getting  it,  and  he  does  not  fed 
satisfied  about  it,  and  he  kicks  the  A.  L.  A.  in- 
stead of  the  A.  P.  A.  as  he  ought  to  do.  I 
believe,  however,  if  we  treat  this  matter  with 
moderation  and  care,  as  the  committee  has 
suggested,  that  it  will  be  left  on  safe  ground. 
The  committee  is  favoring  moderation,  but  it 
is  also  favoring  action,  and  therefore  I  believe 
in  its  policy. 

HiLLBR  C.  Wbllman  :  The  facts  are  clear; 
the  only  question  is,  what  are  we  going  to  do 
about  it?    It  is  not  surprising  in  any  way  that 
the  booksellers  send  a  petition  to  the  Publish- 
ers' Association  asking  that    no   discount  be 
allowed  to  libraries.    They  would  be  foolish  if 
they  did  not,  because  they  are  in  for  making 
money.    The  action  of  the  Publishers'  Asso- 
ciation is  essentially  that  of  a  trust :  it  removes 
competition,  and  so  of  course  the  booksellers 
desire  to  give  no  more  discount  than  possible. 
If  there  were  any  competition,  you  would  not 
find  a  bookseller  in  the  United  States  anxious 
to  have  a  rule  prohibiting  him  from  giving  a 
discount  to  libraries.    It  is  a  very  peculiar  busi- 
ness that  cannot  afford  a  discount  to  the  par- 
chaser  who  buys  in  the  course  of  a  year  from 
a  hundred  to  three  or  four  or  five  thousand 
times  as  much  as  the  ordinary  purchaser,  and 
certainly  a  business  of  that  kind  can  be  con- 
ducted at  a  smaller  cost  when  $5,000  is  involved 
than  when  $1  is  involved.     I  think  we  all  sjm- 
pathize  with  the  bookseller  because  I  do  not 
think  he  is  making  very  much  out  of  it  either 
Mray.    It  is  the  publishers  that  are  at  fault,  and 
the  question  is,  what  are  we  to  do? 

I  think  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  make  the 
general  public  realize  that  the  prices  of  books 
have  been  advanced  about  25  per  cent.  It  is  a 
matter  of  supply  and  demand,  and  as  soon  as 
that  fact  is  realized  by  the  ordinary  purchaser, 
the  publishers  will  put  down  their  prices. 
There  is  no  question  about  it.  Our  first  en- 
deavor, I  think,  should  be  to  get  the  matter 
aired  in  the  newspapers.  Not  only  libraries 
are  suffering,  but  the  public  itself  is  being 
mulcted.  The  public  has  not  yet  realized  that 
when  "$1.35  net"  is  put  on  a  book,  the  pur- 
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chaser  is  paying  more  than  when  $1.50  was  the 
long  price. 

The  second  thing,  I  think,  is  that  as  an  asso- 
ciation we  should  take  active  measures  for  our 
own  protection.  The  librarians  of  the  country 
ought  to  combine  to  discriminate  in  making 
their  purchases  against  publications  that  are 
obviously  listed  too  high.  In  a  very  short 
time  then  the  publishers  would  hesitate  before 
putting  too  high  a  price  on  their  books.  I 
hope  we  shall  take  the  matter  up  vigorously, 
because  it  is  a  thing  that  in  the  end  will  right 
itself  without  doubt.  Our  object  should  be  to 
hasten  the  remedy  as  much  as  possible. 

H.  L.  Elmbndorf  :  I  heartily  concur  in  the 
report  of  this  committee  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber. I  would  like  to  give  a  little  further  infor- 
mation, and  that  is  that  the  committee  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Publishers' 
Association  will  make  a  moderate  concession 
in  their  discounts.  We  have  been  so  informed 
by  individual  members  of  the  association.  I 
want  also  to  say  to-day  that  a  very  great  point 
has  been  gained  in  their  refusing  the  request 
of  the  Booksellers*  Association  to  extend  the 
time  of  protection  longer  than  the  year  pro- 
posed. Mr.  Scribner  was  very  definite  on  that 
point,  that  the  time  would  be  strictly  limited 
to  the  time  proposed,  and  that,  I  think,  is  a 
point  which  has  been  gained  by  your  com- 
mittee. 

Then  I  want  to  speak  of  an  impression  that 
was  given  last  night  in  our  meeting  that  I 
think  is  entirely  erroneous.  It  was  stated  last 
night  that  publishers  considered  the  librarians 
to  be  of  very  small  account.  I  can  assure  you 
that  to  my  personal  knowledge  this  is  not  the 
position  of  the  publishers.  In  fact  it  is  a  con- 
sideration with  a  publisher  before  accepting  a 
book  and  publishing  it  whether  that  book  will 
be  taken  by  the  librarians.  If  it  is  a  book  that 
commends  itself  to  the  public  libraries,  the 
success  of  the  edition  is  assured.  It  is  the 
desire  of  the  Publishers*  Association  to  make 
this  affair  an  equitable  business  matter  between 
themselves  and  the  libraries  and  the  book- 
sellers.  They  consider  both  parties  as  their 
customers  and  the  matter  as  a  business  one. 
They  certainly  want  more  money  for  their 
books  than  they  received  at  the  time  when  they 
were  all  failing,  for  one  reason  and  another,  and 
there  has  been  an  effort  on  all  hands  to  get  for 
themselves  first  —  besides  incidental  protection 


to  the  booksellers  —  a  higher  price  for  their 
books  for  their  own  protection.  '  If  this  Associ- 
ation will  take  temperate  action  and  will  con- 
tinue a  suitable  committee  on  this  matter,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  a  state  of  things  will  be 
reached  by  which  the  libraries  will  benefit  very 
much  more  than  they  do  under  the  present 
arrangement,  and  where  the  arrangement  will 
be  considered  equitable  on  both  sides. 

Miss  Kelso:  This  question  is  one  of  con- 
siderable interest  to  the  publishers,  but  I  think 
that  the  librarians  should  realize  that  after  all 
their  combined  purchases  are  really  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  publishing  business  of 
any  one  house.  I  think  it  extremely  ill-advised 
for  the  Library  Association  to  go  any  further 
into  the  discussion  of  what  the  publishers  shall 
charge  for  their  books.  We  overlook  the  fact 
that  the  publishers  nowadays  are  spending 
thousands  of  dollars  in  advertising  to  make 
their  books  known  to  the  general  public,  and 
their  chief  interest  is  in  the  sale  of  books  to  the 
general  public.  Thousands  of  copies  are  taken 
by  the  general  public  where  hundreds  are  taken 
by  the  libraries,  and  that  matter  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  cents  a  copy  on  the  retail  price  is  a 
matter  that  must  and  will  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  publishers  and  booksellers.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  true  that  libraries  are  recog- 
nized by  publishers  as  most  valuable  adver- 
tising mediums  and  promoters  of  the  reading 
of  books,  and  our  great  point  should  be  to 
bring  forward  all  the  arguments  to  the  pub- 
lishers that  we  can,  showing  them  this  side  of 
the  question.  I  do  not  think  anything  is 
gained  by  finding  fault  about  the  prices;  the 
presentation  of  the  rights  of  the  librarians 
should  be  put  upon  different  ground,  —  the 
fact  that  they  are  large  buyers.  It  does  seem 
unfair  that  a  library  which  often  purchases 
more  books  than  all  the  local  booksellers  in  a 
community  should  not  receive  a  proportionate 
discount. 

I  may  say,  too,  that  I  think  the  bookseller  is 
rather  likely  to  want  a  new  adjustment  before 
the  year  has  passed.  We  who  know  anything 
about  the  bookselling  business  to-day,  know 
that  it  is  simply  impossible  for  the  average 
bookseller  to  take  charge  of  and  care  for  properly 
the  trade  of  a  library,  even  of  only  twenty  or 
twenty-five  thousand  volumes.  What  does  he 
do?  He  cannot  afford  to  make  the  prices,  so 
he  turns  over  the  whole  list  to  the  nearest  large 
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dealer  or  jobber,  and  this  fact  in  itself  is  likely 
to  result  in  the  situation  adjusting  itself.  It  is 
the  general  opinion  of  large  dealers  and  jobbers 
that  librarians  should  have  a  much  larger  dis- 
count, because  they  realize  so  thoroughly  and 
practically  the  failure  that  must  ensue  from 
this  endeavor  to  make  local  dealers  care  for 
library  orders  from  year  to  year.  So  I  think 
that  this  matter  will  adjust  itself,  and  the 
Association  could  well  go  on  record  and  go 
before  the  Publishers*  Association  with  a  tem- 
perate request  for  a  definite  discount,  as  large 
distributers  and  users  of  books. 

Mr.  Peoples  :  I  think  it  is  generally  real- 
ized that  during  the  past  year  individual  pub- 
lishers have  made  errors  in  fixing  the  prices  of 
some  of  their  books.  Of  course,  the  American 
Publishers*  Association  cannot  go  to  the  in- 
dividual publisher  and  tell  him  at  what  price 
he  shall  publish  a  book.  I  know  we  have  the 
sympathy  of  a  great  many  of  the  publishers. 
Just  previous  to  presenting  my  report.  Mr. 
William  H.  Appleton,  of  the  firm  of  D.  Apple- 
ton  and  company,  who  is  present,  expressed  to 
me  his  sympathy  with  our  side  of  the  question. 
Therefore,  I  trust  that  any  action  taken  will  be 
considered  with  moderation. 

E.  H.  Anderson:  I  move  the  acceptance 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  and  that  the 
resolutions  they  offer  be  referred  to  the  Council. 

Voted, 

Melvil  Dewey  :  I  think  it  is  only  right  to 
call  your  attention  to  our  peculiar  relations  in 
Albany.  The  state  library  is  a  distinct  institu- 
tion, like  your  libraries,  but  I  am  also  director 
of  the  Home  Education  department.  We  have 
an  appropriation  of  $60,000  for  the  benefit  of 
public  libraries.  That  money  is  assigned  to 
public  libraries,  and  it  can  be  spent  only  for 
such  books  and  at  such  prices  as  we  approve. 
The  law  when  it  was  passed  distinctly  author- 
ized us  to  supply  the  books  ourselves,  instead 
of  giving  the  money  to  the  libraries.  This 
plan  has  always  been  followed  in  Massachu- 
setts, which  buys  books  not  only  with  all  the 
state  aid,  but  also  very  often  with  local  money 
sent  in  to  secure  lower  prices.  We  discussed 
this  matter  at  considerable  length,  and  I  urged 
that  this  should  not  be  done  —  that  we  should 
not  supply  the  books  as  authorized  by  law,  but 
should  turn  this  business  over  to  the  book- 
seller.   We  have  always  recommended  to  these 


libraries  to  buy  of  their  local  booksellers,  pro- 
vided they  could  get  satisfactory  service  and 
the  price  that  they  wanted.  We  are  compelled 
to  certify  that  this  money  has  been  spent  in 
accordance  with  the  rules,  but  have  been  in  an 
unusual  degree  considerate  of  the  bookseller, 
and  if  subject  to  criticism  it  would  be  for  re- 
garding him  too  much,  not  too  little.  We 
often  buy  for  our  own  use  ten  sets  of  a  single 
traveling  library.  We  also  have  bought  Hdy 
or  one  hundred  copies  of  a  very  few  English 
and  American  classics  regularly  studied  in  our 
schools,  and  lend  these  to  students  unable  to 
supply  themselves.  We  have  a  perfect  right 
to  sell  any  of  these,  but  have  never  done  so 
except  that  we  had  about  five  copies  of  four 
books  some  ten  years  ago  of  which  some  were 
sold.  These  are  the  collections  which  have 
been  used  to  furnish  a  text  for  the  recent  attack 
on  me  personally  by  the  Booksellers'  Associa- 
tion. They  guessed  that  as  we  bought  dupli- 
cates we  sold  them,  but  they  never  took  pains 
to  ask,  but  printed  an  explicit  statement  wholly 
inconsistent  with  the  facts.  Now^  that  they  are 
made  public  we  shall  wait  with  interest  for  the 
apology  which  gentlemen  always  make  when 
they  have  made  unwarranted  and  offensive  and 
harmful  statements  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  facts.  I  should  not  have  mentioned  this 
subject  had  I  not  learned  that  many  people 
were  stoutly  defending  us  for  adopting  the 
Massachusetts  plan  of  supplying  books  when 
in  fact  we  have  never  done  so,  though  we  have 
it  urged  on  us  as  a  duty  to  the  public 

The  Publishers*  Weekly — and  my  relations 
have  been  most  friendly  with  the  oflSce  of  that 
paper  —  has  always  misrepresented  what  I  have 
said  about  the  function  of  a  library.  I  was 
asked  to  prophesy  what  was  going  to  happen 
in  the  next  century,  and  I  prophesied  —  and  I 
still  believe  in  my  prophecy  —  that  the  library 
is  to  follow  exactly  in  the  steps  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  public  school  and  public  educa- 
cation.  I  claimed  that  the  tax-supported  high 
school  had  displaced  the  private  school  carried 
on  for  the  personal  gain  of  its  teachers,  and  the 
tax-supported  library  is  displacing  the  circu- 
lating library  and  is  being  supported  at  public 
expense.  It  is  absolutely  free.  We  cannot 
stop  this  movement.  I  have  never  tried  to 
help  that  movement  on,  bat  I  predict  again 
that  this  is  inevitable.  When  the  high  school, 
as  it  has  done  in  so  many  cases,  gave  a  better 
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course,  with  a  larger  faculty  and  a  better  equip- 
ment in  every  way  than  the  private  school,  the 
pupils  of  the  private  school  went  over  to  the 
high  school.  The  high  school  is  an  institu- 
tion of  which  we  are  proud,  and  the  public 
library  is  following  on  the  same  lines. 

You  cannot  replace  a  stage-coach  with  the 
trolley  line  without  injuring  the  business  of  the 
stage  driver.  To  help  people  buy  and  own 
the  best  books,  I.  have  always  contended  is  a 
peculiarly  good  thing.  A  book  owned  is  a 
great  deal  better  than  a  book  loaned.  We  must 
work  back  from  our  local  library  to  the  library 
in  the  home  and  in  the  house  and  the  library 
of  the  individual.  That  means  the  owning  of 
books,  and  the  books  must  be  gotten  from  the 
publisher  to  the  person  who  is  to  own  them. 
I  have  always  made  this  qualification,  that  the 
bookseller  may  continue  to  live  in  the  larger 
towns,  but  he  has  already  disappeared  from 
the  smaller  towns.  It  is  as  foolish  to  hope  for 
the  revival  of  the  competent  bookseller  in  the 
little  community  as  it  is  to  restore  the  stage 
coaches. 

Now,  I  have  never  said  this  before,  but  I  am 
going  to  say  it,  that  there  are  booksellers  who, 
instead  of  being  the  strong  allies  of  good  read- 
ing are  the  worst  enemies  of  good  reading. 
You  know  men  who  are  so-called  booksellers, 
who  sell  tobacco  and  cigars,  etc.,  and  who  will 
sell  the  very  worst  publications  quicker  than 
they  will  sell  the  best  literature  if  they  can  get 
five  per  cent,  more  profit.  There  are  men 
claiming  the  privilege  of  retail  booksellers  who 
have  no  education  and  no  ethical  standards. 
They  say,  **Our  only  concern  Is  dollars  and 
cents.*'  They  would  just  as  soon  sell  whiskey 
at  one  end  of  the  counter  and  tobaccco  at  the 
other.  They  handle  the  cheapest  commercial 
literature  and  they  sell  it  whenever  they  can 
make  one  cent  more  profit  than  in  selling  the 
best  editions.  The  bookseller  of  the  old  stand- 
ard, aiming  to  educate  and  uplift  the  com- 
munity, belongs  with  us.  He  ought  to  be  a 
member  of  this  association.  But  we  would  be 
cowards  if,  because  a  man  who  says  distinctly, 
**  I  have  no  interest  except  to  make  dollars  and 
cents,"  puts  on  his  sign,  **  Bookseller,"  we 
should  admit  that  he  should  take  his  place  with 
us  as  a  member  of  a  profession  which  we  honor, 
in  which  we  mean  to  work,  and  in  which  we 
mean  to  maintain  our  self-respect. 
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The  first  part  of  the  evening  session,  from 
7.30  to  8.30,  was  conducted  by  the  officers  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago.  It 
was  opened  with  a  paper  by  Carl  B.  Roden 
on 

THE  ORGANIZATION  OF    BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
WORK  IN  THE   PAST.* 

Mr.  Roden  briefly  outlined  the  three  biblio- 
graphical enterprises,  now  in  existence,  which 
are  engaged  in  international  bibliography, 
viz.,  the  Office  International  de  Bibliographic, 
the  International  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Liter- 
ature, and  the  Concilium  Bibliographicum. 
'*  The  first  of  these  is  the  most  ambitious,  its 
goal  being  nothing  less  than  a  general  inter- 
national bibliography;  the  second  limits  its 
scope  to  the  literature  of  the  sciences;  the 
third  to  that  of  one  science  only."  From  the 
kindred  work  undertaken  independently  by 
these  three  bodies  it  was  evident  that  the 
scientific  world  had  awakened  to  the  urgent 
necessity  of  prompt  and  effective  bibliographi- 
cal effort. 

Aksbl  G.  S.  Josephson  followed  with  a 
paper  on 

PLAN   FOR    THE    ORGANIZATION  OP  AN    INSTI- 
TUTE  FOR   BIBLIOGRAPHICAL   RESEARCH. 

{See  p.  61.) 

President  Billings  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  8.40.  The  secretary  announced  that 
the 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS 

would  be  held  on  Friday  morning  between  9 
and  12  o'clock.    The  tellers  were  announced 
as  Malcolm  Wyer  and  George  H.  Stockwell. 
Charles  F.  Burgess  read  a  paper  on 

SELECTION     OF      TECHNICAL     AND     SCIENTIFIC 

BOOKS. 

(^See  p.  56.) 

Edwin  H.  Anderson:  I  would  like  to  ask 
when  this  list  to  which  Professor  Burgess  re- 
fers will  be  available,  and  by  what  means 
libraries  will  know  when  it  is  available. 

*Mr.  Roden's    paper   was  a   review,  from    material 
already  in  print,  and  was  not  intended  for  publication. 
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Mr.  Burgess:  It  is  hard  to  say  when  the 
list  will  be  available.  I  expected  to  have 
it  some  time  ago.  We  will  make  a  great  effort 
to  have  it  out  within  a  month  or  so,  but  in 
what  way  it  will  be  published  I  am  unable  to 
state.  It  may  be  that  our  society  will  issue  it, 
and  your  president  has  suggested  that  possibly 
this  Association  might  be  willing  to  take  it  up 
and  publish  it  in  connection  with  some  of  their 
other  publications.  We  should  like  to  have  it 
published  in  the  way  that  it  would  do  the  most 
good. 

President  Billings:  When  the  list  is 
finished  it  is  probable  that  the  Publishing 
Board  of  this  Association  can  find  a  way  to 
bring  it  to  the  attention  of  libraries. 

I  am  somewhat  familiar  with  the  Corre- 
spondence Schools  of  Scranton,  and  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  their  books,  and 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  concur  with  Professor 
Burgess  as  to  their  great  value.  I  think  his 
committee  will  be  able  to  get  a  much  better 
list  of  books  than  those  books  will  give  them. 

N.  D.  C.  Hodges  spoke  on 

THE   SELECTION  OF   SCIENTIFIC   BOOKS. 

As  a  general  statement,  only  the  larger  libra- 
ries can  care  for  the  needs  of  trained  engineers 
—  taking  engineers  in  the  broad  sense  to  include 
chemists  and  all  graduates  of  technical  schools. 
These  experts  want  the  sets  of  transactions  of 
engineering  societies  and  the  sets  of  technical 
journals.  The  cost  of  these  in  any  complete- 
ness precludes  the  possibility  of  their  being  on 
the  shelves  of  a  small  library.  The  small 
library  can  supply  the  systematic  treatises, 
more  or  less  popular,  on  the  different  branches 
of  applied  science.  These  treatises  are  always 
somewhat  out  of  date,  are  generally  a  year  or 
two  behind  the  periodical  literature,  but  they 
serve  the  purposes  of  the  artisans,  the  amateurs, 
and  the  general  readers.  Engineers  appreci- 
ate that  they  are  hardly  competent  to  judge  of 
literature  of  this  kind.  It  is  not  written  for 
them,  and  is  of  very  little  service  to  them.  In- 
formation on  a  good  many  side  subjects,  such 
as  basket-making,  printing,  and  the  allied  in- 
dustries, lithography,  is  sought  at  a  public 
library,  either  in  treatises  or  recent  volumes  of 
trade  journals,  or  it  may  be  that  everything 
that  is  wanted  can  be  found  in  the  Universal 
Encyclopedia.  The  "Encyclopedia  Britanni- 
ca"  articles  are  too  technical  for  the  average 


public  library  patrons.  It  would  be  presump- 
tion on  my  part  to  suggest  a  list  of  books  for 
the  technical  room  of  a  public  library.  Such  a 
list  has  been  under  consideration  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Engi- 
neering Education.  I  will  only  say  that  we  do 
not  like  to  purchase  any  technical  books  if  the 
copyright  dates  back  more  tlian  three  years. 
Such  books  quickly  become  dead  books  —  the 
Makelatur  of  the  Germans. 

We  opened  in  March  a  Useful  Arts*  Room  at 
the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati.  We  have  in 
that  room  the  current  numbers  of  140  scientific 
journals.  We  have  also  the  scientific  books 
and  the  recent  volumes  of  patent  specifications 
and  drawings,  and  the  necessary  patent  indexes. 
I  would  be  inclined  to  buy  for  the  average  pub- 
lic library  the  books  of  the  day,  making  the  best 
selection  possible  in  all  lines  of  applied  science. 
At  one  time  these  would  run  to  automobiles,  tt 
another  to  wireless  telegraphy,  and  at  a  third  to 
liquid  air.  In  five  years  whatever  is  purchased 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  junkman.  There 
may  be  some  money  loss  in  the  transaction, 
but  this  will  be  made  good  by  the  gain  of  free- 
dom in  your  habits  of  thought  and  action. 
There  are  a  few  standard  works  on  engineering 
which  have  longer  lives,  and  which  should  be 
on  the  shelves  constantly.  But  if  any  one  is  to 
use  these  standard  text-books  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  buy  his  own  copies.  A  public 
library  can  seldom  supply  text-books  to  those 
who  are  studying. 

A  paper  by  W.  Dawson  Johnston  on 

THE  WORK  OF  THE   DIVISION  OF  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF  THE   LIBRARY  OF   CONORXSS, 

(5«e  p.  63.) 

was  presented,  in  Mr.  Johnston's  absence,  by 
Herbert  Putnam. 
C.  W.  Andrews  spoke  on 

a       proposed    bibliography    of     BIBLIOG' 

RAPHIRS. 

Mr.  Andrews:  The  first  bibliography  of 
bibliographies  known  to  me  was  published  in 
the  seventeenth  century  and  since  that  time  so 
many  have  been  published  as  to  call  for  the  prep- 
aration of  a  guide  to  them,  which  was  done  bj 
Mr.  A.  G.  S.  Josephson  in  his  pamphlet  entitled 
"Bibliography  of  bibliographies  chronologi- 
cally arranged."  The  necessity  for  or  possi- 
bility of  such  a  guide  is  so  foreign  to  the  ideas 
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of  the  reading  public  that  some  well-educated 
people,  including  at  least  one  librarian,  have 
failed  to  understand  this  title  and  have  assumed 
that  the  list  is  another  one  of  the  works  which 
it  records.  It  might  be  better,  therefore,  how- 
ever forced  it  might  seem,  were  the  title  given 
in  full  as  a  **  Bibliography  of  bibliographies  of 
bibliographies,"  or  to  expand  one  of  the  titles 
quoted  in  it,  "  A  book  about  books  which  re- 
late to  books  about  books."  Or  perhaps  a 
mathematical  expression  may  be  allowed  and 
the  title  expressed  as  (Bibliography)  \ 

Although  this  work  records  156  titles,  yet  the 
larger  part  of  them  are  either  general  or  deal 
with  the  literature  of  special  countries  rather 
than  with  that  of  special  subjects.  Only  five 
treat  specifically  of  the  bibliography  of  science ; 
one  is  dated  1862,  another  is  six  pages  in  length, 
while  the  other  three  treat  of  individual  sci- 
ences. Some  of  the  more  general  lists  of  sub- 
ject bibliographies,  especially  those  published 
by  the  Harvard  College  Library  at  intervals  up 
to  1891,  by  the  Boston  Public  Library  in  1891, 
and  the  New  York  Public  Library  in  1899,  are 
valuable  aids,  but  less  so  in  science  than  in 
other  fields.  For  these  reasons  it  has  seemed 
to  us  that  the  publication  by  The  John  Crerar 
Library  of  a  **  List  of  special  bibliographies  '* 
would  fill  a  gap  and  serve  a  useful  purpose. 
The  list,  which  will  be  issued  early  in  the  fall, 
is  essentially  a  reprint  of  the  016  section  of  the 
classed  catalog  and  gives  not  only  the  dis- 
tinctly bibliographical  works  on  each  subject, 
whether  periodicals  or  monographs,  but  also 
the  titles  of  works  which  contain  bibliographi- 
cal material  thought  to  be  of  interest  either 
because  of  the  number  of  titles  given  or  the  mi- 
nuteness of  the  subject  treated.  It  includes  also 
general  indexes  to  periodicals  covering  more 
than  a  single  year,  whether  the  periodicals  con- 
tain bibliographical  material  or  not,  and  further 
the  catalogs  of  special  libraries  which  often 
are  valuable  bibliographies.  Its  scope  of  course 
is  that  of  the  library,  and  practically  includes  all 
science  in  its  broadest  sense,  except  philology 
and  medicine,  or,  as  we  express  it,  **  the  social, 
physical,  and  natural  sciences  and  their  appli- 
cations." The  list  is  much  fuller  than  the 
library  bulletins  which  have  been  mentioned, 
and  so  far  as  the  incidental  bibliography 
brought  out  is  concerned,  is  approximately  of 
the  same  class  as  the  bibliographical  notes 
made  by  the  Library  of  Congress  and  Harvard 


University.  Still  it  is  very  far  from  being  a 
complete  presentation  of  all  bibliographical 
lists ;  for  while  it  will  give  about  3,000  refer- 
ences in  the  main  work  and  about  150  in  the 
appendix,  de  Margerie's  '*  Catalogue  des  biblio- 
graphies g^ologiques"  contains  almost  4,000 
titles  on  geology  alone.  The  latter  includes, 
it  should  be  said,  besides  much  material  classed 
elsewhere  in  more  general  lists,  periodical  arti- 
cles, '*  lists  of  works  by  the  same  author,"  and 
much  other  material  of  like  unimportance. 
The  list  is  to  be  indexed  both  by  authors  and 
subjects,  using  for  the  subject  entries  the  catch 
words  occurring  in  the  titles  and  perhaps  even 
in  the  contents  notes.  We  may,  therefore, 
hope  that  it  will  give  assistance  even  in  such  a 
case  as  that  of  gilds,  on  which  no  special  list 
is  known  to  us,  except  one  prefixed  to  a  chap- 
ter in  a  larger  work. 
W.  I.  Flbtchbr  read  a  paper  on 

THE    WORK    AND    PLANS  OP    THE    PUBLISHING 

BOARD. 

The  Publishing  Board  came  into  existence 
in  1886,  but  was  prefigured  in  the  arrangements 
made  ten  years  earlier  for  the  production  of  the 
new  edition,  published  in  1882,  of  Poole's 
Index.  Dr.  Poole  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  in  1876  proposed  his  scheme  of  col- 
laboration for  the  preparation  of  this  work, 
which  met  with  an  enthusiastic  response ;  and 
it  was  perhaps  not  so  much  the  success  of  the 
method  of  collaboration  as  applied  to  this  par- 
ticular work  as  it  was  the  spirit  of  earnest 
united  effort  among  librarians  which  was  thus 
manifested,  that  led  directly  to  a  more  formal 
organization  for  the  furthering  of  other  similar 
undertakings. 

From  the  first  the  Board  has  been  at  work  on 
co-operative  cataloging,  attacking  the  catalog 
problem  at  two  points  which  may  be  called 
its  right  and  left  wings.  For  the  right  wing, 
there  is  the  furnishing  of  printed  cards  to  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  each  library  doing  original 
cataloging  work,  and  so  effect  an  immense  ec- 
onomy. This  phase  of  the  Board's  work,  while 
always  recognized  as  one  of  extreme  impor- 
tance, was,  not  unexpectedly,  found  to  be  one  of 
great  difficulty.  At  last  it  seems  that  the  chief 
difficulties  have  been  met,  and  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  Library  of  Congress,  the 
libraries  will  ere  long  be  supplied  with  catalog 
cards  not  only  for  new  books,  but  for  the  great 
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number  which  are  common  to  the  general  run 
of  libraries.  This  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  is  so  great  that  it  will 
be  natural  for  that  library  to  leave  to  others, 
working  through  the  agency  of  the  Publishing 
Board,  the  furnishing  of  cards  for  analytical 
entries  for  sets,  the  Library  of  Congress  itself 
using  our  cards  of  this  kind.  The  Board's 
work  in  this  matter  of  analytical  cards  for  sets 
of  periodicals  and  serial  publications  not  cov- 
ered by  such  indexes  as  Poole,  the  Cumulative, 
or  the  A.  L.  A.,  is  well  established  and  is  going 
on  on  a  firm  basis. 

But  there  is  a  point,  not  clearly  established, 
at  which  libraries  will  naturally  stop  in  the 
matter  of  analytical  cards ;  or  more  properly 
there  is  a  large  field  of  analytical  entries  better 
covered  by  indexes  in  the  form  of  printed 
books.  The  distinction  here  made  is  clearly 
brought  out  by  observing  that  while  many 
libraries  were  making  analytical  subject  cards 
for  articles  and  periodicals  before  Poole's  Index 
was  published,  few  would  now  look  with  any- 
thing but  dismay  on  the  discontinuance  of  the 
several  good  periodical  indexes  now  published, 
and  the  consequent  necessity  of  making  analyt- 
icals  for  periodical  articles.  The  **  A.  L.  A. 
index  "  is  being  more  and  more  widely  accepted 
as  carrying  the  same  principle  into  the  field  of 
general  and  miscellaneous  literature,  and  few 
libraries  now  beginning  to  make  a  catalog 
will  make  card  analyticals  for  the  books  cov- 
ered by  that  index  or  would  fail  to  consider 
the  "Index"  immensely  superior  to  the  re- 
sults of  such  analytical  work  as  they  could  do 
in  its  absence. 

A  more  striking  example  of  the  value  of  this 
part  of  the  Board's  work  is  found  in  the  *  *  Por- 
trait index"  soon  to  be  issued.  Years  ago 
some  libraries  found  it  worth  while  to  attempt 
to  make  card  analyticals  for  portraits  in  collec- 
tions. This  was  done  to  a  large  extent  in  the 
Boston  Athenaeum  and  the  entries  there  made 
form  a  basis  of  the  material  accumulated  under 
the  editorship  of  Mr.  Lane  for  our  **  Portrait 
index." 

I  have  thus  shown  how  the  Board's  work 
attacks  the  right  wing  of  the  catalog  prob- 
lem by  supplying  printed  cards  where  that 
method  seems  the  wise  one,  and  the  left  wing 
by  the  issue  of  printed  index  volumes  to  take 
the  place  of  elaborate  and  voluminous  analyt- 
ical subject  cataloging. 


Beyond  this  work,  which  may  be  regarded 
as  "  co-operative  cataloging,"  the  Board  has  on 
hand  several  important  undertakings.  Its 
annotated  lists  (ist)  of  Books  for  girls  and 
women  and  their  dubs,"  (2d)  of  books  on  the 
fine  arts  and  music,  and  (3d)  of  the  *'  Litera- 
ture of  American  history,"  represent  an  effort 
to  provide  for  the  evaluation  of  literature,  an 
effort  owing  its  initiation,  as  well  aa  sub- 
stantial financial  support,  to  Mr.  George  lies, 
whose  endowment  for  this  part  of  our  work 
exceeds  $io,ooa  Then  there  is  the  issue  of 
'*  library  tracts,"  intended  to  comprise  a  series 
of  brief  handbooks  on  the  best  methods  of 
starting  and  organizing  libraries.  The  name 
*' Tracts"  suggests  the  missionary  aspect  of 
this  series  of  publications  and  they  are  intended 
to  be  used  in  arousing  interest  in  library  mat- 
ters where  such  interest  does  not  exist,  and 
second,  to  give  the  necessary  and  helpful  direc- 
tion to  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  begin- 
nings of  library  work.  These  **  tracts"  will 
find  their  best  use  in  a  free  distribution  by  the 
various  library  commissions. 

My  purpose  has  been  to  show  the  general 
trend  thus  far  of  our  work  and  to  emphasize 
its  value.  But  I  am  to  speak  of  not  only  the 
**work"  but  the  "plans  of  the  Publishing 
Board."  You  may  well  believe  that  this  portion 
of  my  paper,  if  written  in  anticipation  of  this 
meeting,  had  to  be  rewritten.  Of  course  what 
is  now  expected  is  some  indication  of  what  use 
the  Board  will  make  of  the  income  assured  to 
it  by  the  munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Carnegie, 
announced  to  us  in  the  address  of  our  presi- 
dent. We  may  well  suspect  that  we  have  to 
thank  Dr.  Billings  for  more  than  the  mere 
announcement. 

A  fair  consideration  of  the  work  Ijnng  before 
the  Board  can  only  be  had  by  looking  over  a 
larger  field.  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  to  the  Asso- 
ciation for  the  work  of  the  Board  was  made 
after  deliberation  on  the  part  of  the  officers  q^ 
the  new  Carnegie  Institution  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  including  in  the  scheme  of  that 
institution  a  department  of  bibl  iography .  That 
question  is,  as  we  understand,  not  yet  deter- 
mined. But  it  is  practically  determined  that 
should  the  Carnegie  Institution  undertake  such 
work,  its  scope  would  be  such  as  not  to  include 
the  kind  of  work  to  which  the  Board  principal!/ 
gives  its  attention ;  it  would  rather  be  in  the 
field  of  bibliographic  research  —  the  advance- 
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ment  of  knowledge.  Should  the  Carnegie 
Institution  develop  its  activities  along  this  line 
some  of  the  undertakings  contemplated  by  this 
Board  might  naturally  be  turned  over  to  that 
institution.  The  field  of  the  Board's  work 
would  thus  be  limited,  as  indicated  in  the  terms 
of  Mr.  Carnegie's  gift  (terms  nearly  identical 
with  those  used  in  presenting  the  matter  to 
him),  to  the  preparation  and  publication  of 
reading  lists,  indexes,  and  such  other  biblio- 
graphical and  literary  aids  as  would  be  specially 
useful  in  the  circulating  libraries  of  this 
country. 

In  passing  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that 
the  scheme  for  an  American  Bibliographical 
Society  might  be  held  in  supense  until,  in  case 
the  Carnegie  Institution  enters  at  all  the  bibli- 
ographical field,  it  shall  be  seen  what  ground 
remains  for  such  a  society  to  work  in  between 
the  Carnegie  Institution  on  one  hand  and  the 
Board  on  the  other. 

There  has  not  been  time  since  the  Board  was 
informed  of  its  present  good  fortune  to  formu- 
late any  definite  plans  for  its  future  work. 
Only  a  general  answer  can  be  given  to  the 
question,  **  What  are  you  going  to  do  with 
that  money  ?  " 

In  the  first  place  this  increased  income  will 
enable  the  Board  to  maintain  a  decent  office 
equipment,  including  personnel.  What  it  has 
long  needed  is  a  paid  executive  officer  to  do 
much  of  the  work  which  has  devolved  on  the 
members  of  the  Board,  but  which  has  become, 
with  the  growth  of  its  work,  too  onerous  to  be 
so  carried.  Probably  it  is  safe  to  say  that  one- 
half  of  the  increased  income  of  the  Board  will 
be  absorbed  in  promoting,  in  this  and  other 
ways,  its  general  working  efficiency.  As  to 
the  publications  which  it  shall  issue,  attention 
should  be  called  to  the  fact  that,  as  shown  by 
our  report,  several  important  undertakings  are 
immediately  before  us,  the  proceeds  from  which 
will  be  received  only  after  considerable  delay. 
The  new  financial  basis  of  the  Board  will  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  delays  caused  by  financial 
inability,  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of 
editing  and  printing. 

The  **  Portrait  index  "  is  nearly  ready  for  the 
printer  and  the  printing  can  now  go  forward 
without  fear  that  the  Board's  treasury  will  be 
swamped. 

The  **  A.  L.  A.  catalog,"  in  its  new  edition, 
must  be  prepared  at  once  if  it  is  to  be  ready  for 


the  St.  Louis  exposition,  and  a  considerable 
sum  can  be  very  wisely  expended  in  facilitating 
this  work  and  making  the  annotations  as  com- 
plete as  possible. 

A  new  catalog  of  reading  for  the  young, 
including  copious  annotation  and  an  index  to 
juvenile  periodicals,  is  also  much  called  for. 
Additional  **  library  tracts  "  to  a  considerable 
number  may  also  be  printed. 

Mr.  Iles*s  scheme  for  the  evaluation  of  liter- 
ature may  be  thought  of  as  one  of  those  things 
which  the  Board  may  now  carry  without  diffi- 
culty into  the  many  fields  not  yet  covered  by  it. 
But  when  it  is  also  observed  that  the  volumes 
already  issued  have  been  made  possible  only 
by  gifts  from  Mr.  lies,  far  exceeding  what  the 
Board  could  supply  even  from  its  increased  in- 
come, it  is  evident  that  the  continuation  of 
this  scheme  on  the  same  high  level  of  editorial 
merit  calls  for  further  special  financial  sup- 
port of  the  sort  of  which  Mr.  lies  has  furnished 
so  brilliant  an  example,  or  may  perhaps  come 
properly  within  the  province  of  the  Carnegie 
Institution. 

George  Iles  spoke  on 

GENERAL   BIBLIOGRAPHICAL   WORK. 

Four  years  ago  a  **  Guide  to  the  literature  of 
American  history"  was  undertaken  by  this 
Association.  The  task  of  general  editorship 
was  accepted,  at  our  request,  by  Mr.  J.  N. 
Lamed,  he  giving  his  services  without  charge. 
Until  eighteen  months  ago,  when  the  manu- 
scripts were  finished  for  all  departments  except 
that  of  Canada,  the  work  was  under  Mr. 
Larned's  direction ;  since  that  time  it  has  been 
completed  and  carried  through  the  press  by 
Mr.  Franklin  O.  Poole  and  myself.  The  book 
is  now  before  you  and  I  trust  that  you  will  find 
it  worthy  of  the  sponsorship  you  have  assumed 
in  giving  it  to  the  world. 

At  first  the  work  was  planned  on  a  much 
smaller  scale  than  that  to  which  it  finally 
grew.  A  selection  of  about  one  thousand  titles 
was  contemplated  in  the  beginning,  and  a  pro- 
visional list  was  made  up  on  that  view,  printed 
as  a  pamphlet,  and  submitted  for  amendment 
to  many  of  the  leading  scholars,  teachers,  and 
critics  of  the  country,  whose  co-operation  was 
sought.  From  among  these  a  large  staflf  of 
highly  qualified  contributors  was  engaged. 
Some  historical  writers  and  students,  whose 
services  were  greatly  desired,  could  not  be  se- 


152 


MAGNOUA  CONFERENCE. 


n. 


I 

■II 
.1.' 


\: 


■■•. 


cured;  but,  on  the  whole,  a  more  satisfying 
enlistment  of  special  scholarship  for  the  critical 
work  wanted,  in  the  varied  fields  of  American 
history,  could  hardly  have  been  achieved. 
With  advice  and  help  from  many  of  the  con- 
tributors, and  with  much  careful  study  of  such 
extraordinary  labors  in  the  bibliography  of 
American  history  as  those  performed  by  the 
late  Justin  Winsor,  the  list  of  titles  was  thor- 
oughly revised,  after  a  conclusion  to  enlarge  it 
to  the  full  limit  of  need  had  been  reached. 

To  secure  for  every  book  so  listed  a  descrip- 
tive and  critical  note  from,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
the  best  qualified  pen  in  America  proved  a  difii- 
cult  task  and  consumed  much  time.  It  was  found 
that  when  the  titles  had  fully  gone  their  rounds 
there  were  a  good  many  books  that  nobody 
cared  to  deal  with,  but  which  had  to  remain 
included  nevertheless.  There  was  nothing  for 
it  but  to  draw  upon  trustworthy  criticisms  in 
print,  or  to  engage  critics  who  would  read 
these  works  afresh  for  the  bibliography. 

The  actual  gathering  in  of  contributions  was 
slow  work.  Every  man  of  mark  in  America 
has  too  much  to  do,  so  that  there  was  inevit- 
able and  sometimes  serious  procrastination. 
Often  the  galley-proofs  came  back  with  cor- 
rections so  radical  as  to  show  a  keen  sense  of 
responsibility  in  the  contributors.  Signing 
their  notes  as  they  did,  and  usually  from  the 
chairs  of  leading  colleges  and  universities, 
they  endeavored  rather  to  voice  the  view  of  a 
judicial  bench,  to  give  us  '*the  consensus  of 
the  competent,"  than  to  utter  individual  opin- 
ions. And  this  is  just  what  "  appraisal " 
means.  The  Guide  may  disclose  faults  on 
careful  examination,  and  similar  books  in  time 
coming  may  be  better  in  detailed  particulars, 
but  just  as  it  is,  this  work  marks  an  immense 
forward  stride  in  librarianship.  It  brings  the 
seeker  to  the  knower  more  helpfully  than  in 
any  preceding  aid  of  the  kind ;  it  affords  the 
reader  or  student  anywhere  access  to  the  most 
trustworthy  adviser  who  could  be  impressed 
for  his  service.  A  supplement  to  the  Guide  is 
in  hand ;  its  titles  and  notes  for  1900  are  com- 
pleted; those  for  1901,  to  be  incorporated 
therewith,  are  in  preparation.  The  main  bib- 
liography and  this  continuation  of  it  will,  I 
trust,  be  the  first  steps  in  the  systematic  ap- 
praisal of  the  whole  working  round  of  our 
literature.  How  may  further  steps  be  taken  ? 
Pray  permit  a  suggestion  or  two. 


It  has  long  been  a  dream  of  this  Asaodation 
that  there  might  arise  a  Library  Institute  to 
conserve  and  promote  the  interests  of  public 
libraries  as  a  whole.  In  such  an  Institute 
might  be  shown  everything  to  inform  the 
founder  or  builder  of  a  public  library,  whether 
plans,  elevations,  fittings,  or  the  like ;  together 
with  the  fullest  help  for  the  librarian  by  exhi- 
bition of  approved  methods  of  administration, 
of  all  aids  adopted  in  the  best  practice.  At 
such  a  central  home  might  be  conducted  the 
co-operative  cataloging  which  does  so  much 
to  unlock  the  treasures  of  periodical  and  offi- 
cial literature.  In  this  Institute  might  well 
be  prosecuted  the  work  so  happily  inaugurated 
by  Mr.  Lamed.  The  officers  in  command  of 
*' appraisal"  should  have  a  constant  outlook 
upon  the  field  whence  to  draw  their  critical 
forces,  and  should  have  the  experience  neces- 
sary to  give  accuracy  and  despatch  to  the  me- 
chanical side  of  the  work.  These  oflScers  and 
their  staff  might  be  organized  somewhat  as  are 
those  of  a  great  critical  journal,  everybody's 
whole  time  being  engaged  for  the  allotted 
task. 

All  this  demands  a  large  endowment.  In 
seeking  that  endowment  it  is  first  needful  to 
discuss  plans  and  methods  to  the  end  that  the 
best  may  be  sifted  out  and  formulated.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  wealthy  and  gen- 
erous men  who  have  done  so  mu^  for  the 
creation  and  extension  of  public  libraries,  so 
much  for  the  most  fruitful  acceptance  of  liten- 
ture  by  all  the  people,  will  provide  the  kcj- 
stone  for  an  edifice  already  without  parallel 
for  the  sagacity  and  munificence  displayed  bj 
its  builders. 

John  Thomson  followed  with  a 

REPORT   ON   INCUNABULA   UlST. 

When  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia  came 
into  possession  of  the  collection  of  incunabula 
gathered  together  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Copinger,  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  get  together  a  hand 
list  of  other  incunabula  in  this  country  so  that 
it  would  be  known  where  copies  could  be  con- 
sulted by  students  if  the  owners  were  willing. 
Lists  were  sent  out  to  a  large  number  of  persons 
inviting  information,  and  each  owner  was  re- 
quested to  give  a  variety  of  particulars,  includ- 
ing the  title  of  the  book,  the  name  of  the 
printer,  place  and  press,  with  date  and  name  of 
author  (where  given)  and  references  to  Panxer, 
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Hain,  etc.,  where. practicable.  Answers  were 
received  from  33  libraries  and  20  private  own- 
ers, and  the  number  of  books  reported  on 
amounted  to  2,417,  21273  of  these  belonging  to 
the  libraries,  and  144  to  private  owners.  Sev- 
eral private  owners  declined  to  give  the  infor- 
mation, on  the  ground  that  it  was  very 
undesirable  to  let  booksellers  have  full  particu- 
lars of  any  particular  individual's  collection,  as 
if  it  were  known  what  were  the  lacunae  in  any 
owner's  library,  the  chances  of  filling  them  up 
excepting  at  a  high  price  were  lessened.  The 
appropriations  made  to  the  Free  Library  were 
considerably  reduced  during  the  years  1901  and 
1902,  and  it  became  necessary  to  abandon  the 
execution  of  various  hand  lists  and  bulletins, 
which,  however  much  they  were  wanted,  could 
only  be  completed  and  printed  at  some  consid- 
erable cost.  The  hand  list  of  incunabula  was, 
therefore,  laid  aside  for  these   reasons  only. 

If  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago  or 
its  successor  (should  there  be  an  American 
Bibliographical  Society  established)  would  be 
willing  to  undertake  the  completion  and  print- 
ing of  this  hand  list,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  the  trustees  of  the  Free  Library  of  Philadel- 
phia will  cheerfully  authorize  the  particulars  of 
information  already  gathered  together  to  be 
handed  over  to  such  society.  In  this  way,  the 
work  already  done  would  be  utilized  and  I  for 
one  should  be  most  willing  to  co-operate  with 
those  who  shall  undertake  the  work  and  give  of 
my  services  as  best  I  can  to  make  the  hand  list 
valuable  and  complete. 

The  collection  in  the  Free  Library  numbers 
517  volumes,  and  amongst  the  particulars  given 
of  other  collections  may  be  mentioned : 
136  volumes  in  the  Columbia  University  Li- 
brary, 132  volumes  in  Cornell  University 
Library,  257  volumes  at  Harvard,  279  in  the  New 
York  Public  Library,  336  in  the  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  New  York,  97  at  the 
Newberry  Library,  88  at  Princeton,  80  at  Hart- 
ford Theological  Seminary,  and  68  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Grolier  Club. 

Probably  it  will  be  felt  by  the  great  majority 
of  those  whom  I  am  now  addressing  that  this 
mass  of  information  ought  not  to  remain  un- 
used. The  Free  Library  will  only  ask  that  due 
recognition  of  its  preliminary  work  be  given  in 
the  introductory  remarks  to  the  hand  list 
when  it  is  published. 

Adjourned  10.05  P.M. 


SIXTH  SESSION, 

(OCBANSIDB   HOTBL    CaSINO,   FrIDAY  MORN- 
ING, JUNB   20.) 

President  Billings    called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  9.20. 

The  secretary,  after  announcement,  read  re- 
port of  business  transacted  by  the  Council.* 

J.  C.  Dana  :  I  would  like  to  bring  up  the 
matter  of  the  relation  of  the  public  libraries  to 
the  book  trade,  and  if  I  may  be  permitted  I 
would  like  first  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
resolutions  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
this  subject,  which  were  received  yesterday  and 
referred  to  the  Council.  The  gist  of  this  report 
is  found  in  the  two  resolutions  at  the  end. 
Whether  or  no  these  resolutions  will  be  passed 
by  the  Council,  of  course,  we  have  no  assur- 
ance; and  even  if  they  should  be,  I  have  a  feel- 
ing —  and  it  is  a  very  strong  one  —  that  the 
passage  of  these  resolutions  by  the  Council 
would  not  be  as  effective  as  some  action  by  the 
Association  itself,  dealing  directly  with  this 
matter.  I  have  talked  with  a  number  of  libra- 
rians and  some  publishers  since  I  came  here  to 
this  meeting,  and  I  am  convinced  that  if  we 
cease  our  activity  in  regard  to  this  subject,  as 
this  action  which  we  have  now  taken  is  in 
effect  doing,  the  Publishers'  Association  will 
take  no  further  action;  while  I  am  just  as 
strongly  convinced  that  if  we  do  take  some  de- 
cided stand  we  shall  secure  a  further  reduction 
on  these  prices  of  net  books.  Consequently  I 
offer  the  following  motion :  That  the  execu- 
tive board  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to 
investigate  further  the  question  of  library  dis- 
counts and  the  net  price  system,  to  confer  with 
the  Publishers'  Association  and  take  such  ac- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  procure  reasonable 
prices. 

President  Billings  :  Under  the  rules  of  the 
Association  that  motion  will  be  referred  to  the 
Council,  and  will  be  reported  to  the  Association 
this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Dana  :  I  do  not  want  to  bring  up  a  con- 
stitutional question,  but  still  I  think  this  is  an 
important  one,  and  1  am  going  to  appeal  from 
the  chair  to  the  house. 

President  Billings  :  I  will  give  the  grounds 
of  m*y  decision.  The  constitution  provides  that 
the  Council  shall  act  upon  all  resolutions  pre- 

*  Se*  Transactions  of  Coandl  and  ezecutive  board, 
appended. 
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Rented  before  a  meeting  of  the  Association, 
except  that  *'  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  those 
present  and  voting"  the  Association  "  may  take 
direct  action,  or  revise  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive board  or  Council,  or  give  them  mandatory 
instruction."  The  intent  of  the  constitution  is 
to  have  all  matters  for  executive  action  come 
before  the  Council,  and  then  be  reported  back 
to  the  Association  before  the  general  meeting 
acts  upon  them.  It  is  on  this  provision  of  the 
constitution,  and  in  accord  with  its  general 
spirit,  —  that  a  matter  like  this  should  be  re- 
ported on  by  the  Council  before  any  action  is 
taken  by  the  Association,  and  before  the  use  of 
the  three-fourths  vote  privilege,  —  that  I  rule 
that  the  motion  which  insists  upon  this  vote  by 
the  Association  this  morning  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Dana:  As  I  understand  it,  if  the  ruling 
of  the  president  is  correct,  this  Association 
cannot  do  any  business  as  an  association 
whatsoever  — 

President  Billings:  Until  it  has  been  before 
the  Council 

Mr.  Dana:  If  the  Council  docs  not  choose  ta 
bring  it  up,  the  Association  cannot  touch  it. 
That  is,  the  hands  of  the  Association  as  a  body 
are  perfectly  and  completely  tied.  Now,  I  have 
talked  with  many  members  of  the  Association 
about  the  formation  of  the  Council  and  the  ex- 
tension of  its  duties,  and  I  know  perfectly  well 
that  it  was  not  the  intent  of  the  framers  of  that 
constitution  that  the  power  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  as 
a  body,  should  be  entirely  taken  away  from  it, 
or  rather  that  it  should  entirely  give  away  its 
powers.  If  the  president  is  correct  in  his 
ruling,  then  this  Association  has  created  out 
of  itself  a  body  more  powerful  than  itself,  and 
I  question  if  we  had  not  better  decide  that  here 
and  now.  As  I  say,  it  does  not  concern  me 
very  deeply,  but  it  is  a  very  interesting  aca- 
demic question. 

Mr.  Lane  :  I  hope  the  chair  will  consider 
this  matter  again,  because  I  think  this  would 
make  a  rather  unfortunate  precedent.  The 
articles  of  the  constitution  which  relate  to  the 
Council  and  the  management  of  the  business  of 
the  Association,  as  I  understood  them  and  as  I 
think  they  are  commonly  understood,  were 
intended  so  that  we  might  refer  to  the  Council 
matters  which  would  take  up  too  much  of  the 
time  of  the  Association,  and  also  in  order  that 
the  promulgation  of  recommendations  should 
be  left  to  the  Council  rather  than  be  decided 


upon  by  the  Association.  But  this  is  slmplj  a 
minor  vote  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
and  if  such  votes  are  uniformly  referred  to  the 
Council,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  produce! 
feeling  in  the  Association  that  the  members 
have  no  part  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  and  will 
diminish  interest. 

President  Billings  :  The  effect  of  this  mo- 
tion is  as  follows :  a  report  has  been  presented 
from  a  committee,  accompanied  by  resolutions. 
That  report  has  been  referred  under  the  rules 
to  the  Council.  That  reference  was  made 
yesterday;  the  Council  has  had  no  chance  to 
act  upon  it.  The  committee  is  not  discharged ; 
the  committee  is  still  in  existence  until  it  is 
discharged.  The  Council  has  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  take  any  action  on  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee,  or  to  consider  whether 
this  committee  shall  be  continued,  or  whether 
a  new  committee  shall  be  appointed,  or  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  The  matter  would  come  up 
in  the  business  of  the  Council  this  aflemoon 
and  would  be  reported  on  at  the  meeting  this 
evening.  This  motion  is  to  prejudice  the  case 
without  waiting  for  a  discussion  of  the  matter 
in  the  Council,  and  this  assumes  that  the 
Council  is  going  to  be  hostile  and  is  not  going 
to  do  what  the  mover  of  the  resolutions 
desires.  The  precedent  is  bad,  —  very  bad.  I 
have  no  particular  objection  to  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Dana;  but  to  take  the  matter  entirely  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Council,  having  created 
the  Council  for  advice  in  this  matter,  — this  is 
a  kind  of  motion  that  I  think  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Dana  :  Excuse  me,  Mr.  President.  I 
would  like  to  have  it  thoroughly  understood 
what  it  is  we  are  voting  on.  We  are  not 
voting  on  the  question  as  to  whether  or  no  ra? 
motion  is  out  of  order  as  regards  its  relation  to 
the  Council.  We  are  voting  on  an  interpreta- 
tion of  our  constitution.  If  we  sustain  the 
president  then  we  decide  that  this  Association 
as  an  association  can  do  no  business  except  a» 
the  Council  permits  it  to  do  business.  We 
cannot  pass  the  simplest  of  motions;  we  can- 
not  request  the  executive  board,  even  bv  t 
three-fourths  vote,  to  appoint  a  committee  — 

President  Billings  :  That  you  can  do  under 
the  constitution. 

Mr.  Dana:  Not  under  your  interpretation, 
until  the  Council  has  given  the  Association  an 
opportunity  to  pass  on  it.  Now,  if  what  the 
president  says  is  correct  about  the  relation  oi 
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my  motion  to  the  resolutions  offered  yesterday 
and  referred  to  the  Council,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  withdraw  it.  I  am  not  making  any 
fight  against  the  Council  whatsoever.  No  man 
has  stood  more  strongly  for  the  existence  of  a 
Council  in  this  Association  and  for  giving  it 
strong  powers  than  I  have.  I  believe  in  it 
most  heartily,  but  I  think  you  should  under- 
stand very  thoroughly  that  you  are  now  inter- 
preting a  point  in  your  own  constitution  and 
that  it  means  a  great  deal  to  you.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  reprimand  to  me  or  reprimand  to 
the  Council,  whether  you  sustain  the  president 
or  me.  The  question  is  purely  one  of  inter- 
pretation of  your  own  affairs. 

F.  P.  Hill:  For  the  benefit  of  those  of  us 
who  have  come  in  since  the  resolution  was 
presented,  I  will  ask  the  secretary  to  read  the 
resolutions. 

President  Billings  :  Will  the  secretary  read 
the  resolutions  ? 

Mr.  Dana  :  I  do  not  see  any  occasion  to  read 
the  resolutions.  That  question  is  not  before 
the  house.  There  is  a  motion  now  before  the 
house. 

President  Billings  :  I  have  decided  that  the 
resolutions  presented  should  be,  under  the 
rules,  referred  to  the  Council,  and  should  not 
be  voted  on  by  the  Association.  An  appeal  is 
taken  from  that  decision. 

Mr.  Dana  :  The  question  is  whether  or  no  a 
motion  can  be  acted  on  by  this  Association  and 
whether  or  no  any  motion  can  ever  be  acted 
upon  by  this  Association. 

Mr.  Hill  :  Do  I  understand  that  the  motion 
is  to  take  these  resolutions  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Council? 

^r.  Dana  :  No. 

President  Billings  :  It  is  to  prevent  the  reso- 
lutions from  going  to  the  Council  and  to  give 
directions  preventing  the  Council's  action  on 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Relations  with 
the  Book  Trade. 

Mr.  Hill  :  If  the  Council  decides  adversely 
on  the  resolutions,  does  that  end  the  matter? 

President  Billings:  No,  then  the  matter 
comes  up  this  evening.  The  Council  must 
report  back  to  the  Association  this  evening. 

Mr.  Dana:  Let  me  say  one  more  word. 
What  I  would  like  to  get  at  is  an  understand- 
ing of  our  constitution.  Now,  if  the  president 
is  correct,  why,  let  us  agree  to  it.  I  think  there 
are  some  advantages  in  the  Association's  not 


being  able  to  do  business;  but  you  may  not 
think  so.  The  question  has  come  up  and  if 
we  can  understand  it  enough  to  vote  on  it,  let 
us  vote  on  it.  If  we  cannot,  I  think  the  sug- 
gestion that  we  defer  it  would  perhaps  be  a 
good  one. 

President  Billings  :  I  think  it  would  be  well 
not  to  attempt  to  decide  the  point  now,  because 
we  should  need  considerable  discussion  from 
older  members,  and  from  those  who  had  to  do 
with  the  framing  of  the  constitution  and  know 
what  is  its  intent,  and  that  we  have  hardly 
time  for. 

Mr.  Dana  :  I  suggest  that  we  withdraw  the 
matter  until  this  evening,  and  let  some  of  these 
older  heads  talk  about  it,  and  present  the  case 
this  evening.  I  feel  pretty  strongly  about  this 
net  price  business,  and  I  know  you  are  making 
a  mistake  when  you  leave  the  matter  in  the  way 
in  which  you  have  left  it. 

President  Billings  :  It  has  not  been  left  in 
any  way  yet. 

Mr.  Dana  :    It  will  be. 

President  Billings  :  That  implication  is  pre- 
cisely the  reason  why  such  matters  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Council  first. 

Mr.  Dana  :  I  mean,  Mr.  President,  that  even 
if  the  Council  brings  in  these  resolutions  and 
allows  us  to  pass  them  this  evening,  or  brings 
them  in  and  approves  of  them,  unless  we  vote 
on  them  the  matter  will  be  left  very  much  in 
the  air,  so  far  as  the  Publishers'  Association  is 
concerned.  If  the  Council  brings  them  in  and 
allow  us  to  vote  on  them  and  express  our  opin- 
ion as  an  association,  that  we  think  we  should 
receive  a  greater  discount  than  heretofore,  I  am 
satisfied. 

Mr.  Dewsy  :  I  think  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Dana  should  go  over  until  the  evening  session, 
after  we  have  a  report  from  the  Council.  I  am 
not  a  member  of  the  Council,  but  I  have  always 
stood  for  the  entrusting  of  these  questions  to 
the  Council ;  and  if  we  have  ever  had  any  ques- 
tion in  this  Association  that  ought  to  be  handled 
by  our  wisest  and  most  careful  people  and  ought 
to  be  guarded  against  mistakes  and  hasty  action 
such  as  are  liable  in  a  big  meeting,  this  is  such 
a  question.  If  we  are  to  be  able  to  buy  only 
two  books  in  the  place  of  three,  that  is  a  very 
serious  matter  to  the  libraries  of  this  country. 
Any  mistakes  made  now  will  delay  the  matter 
for  years.  I  favor  the  question  going  to  the 
Council,  if,  as  is  understood,  the  Association 
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will  have  an  opportunity  to  revise  its  action. 
But  that  is  not  the  question  that  is  before  us. 
It  is  a  question  of  the  constitution.  We  are 
establishing  a  precedent,  and  if  we  vote  this 
morning  that  the  chair  is  right  in  saying  that 
the  matter  cannot  be  considered  here,  then  we 
are  estopped  for  the  future.  The  constitution 
is  perfectly  explicit.  If  three-fourths  of  those 
here  present  and  voting  vote  to  appoint  this 
committee,  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  so, 
but  I  think  it  is  an  unwise  thing  to  do.  I  am 
against  taking  such  action  this  morning.  While 
I  am  entirely  with  the  president  in  saying  that 
we  should  give  the  Council  a  chance  to  report 
on  this  matter,  I  am  compelled  to  vote  and  in- 
sist that  we  ought  to  vote  against  his  decision 
that  this  Association  has  not  the  right  to  act  on 
this  matter  if  it  sees  fit. 

President  Billings  :  My  decision  is  that  this 
motion  should  go  to  the  Council.  The  appeal 
of  Mr.  Dana  is  from  that  decision  of  the  chair. 
I  decide  that  this  is  a  motion  which  should  go 
to  the  Council,  and  I  decide  that  this  ruling 
will  stand  until  I  am  overruled  by  a  three- 
fourths  vote  of  the  Association.  Those  in 
favor  of  sustaining  the  decision  of  the  chair 
will  please  rise. 

Thirty-eight  rose. 

President  Billings  :  Those  of  the  opposite 
view,  that  the  decision  of  the  chair  should 
not  be  sustained,  please  rise. 

Forty-seven  rose. 

President  Billings  :  Under  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  therefore,  the  matter  will  go  to  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  But  the  vote  was  38  to  47. 

President  Billings  :  That  is  not  a  three- 
fourths  vote. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Where  is  the  rule  which  re- 
quires a  three-fourths  vote. ^  This  is  a  parlia- 
mentary question. 

President  Billings  :  This  is  a  parliamentary 
question,  and  I  decide  that  it  requires  a  three- 
fourths  vote  to  overrule  a  decision  of  the  chair, 
and  that  the  matter  must  go  to  the  Council, 
unless  an  appeal  is  taken. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair. 

President  Billings  :  The  question  comes  on 
sustaining  the  decision  of  the  chair  that  a 
three-fourths  vote  is  required  to  overrule  a 
decision  of  the  chair. 


The  question  was  put  and  carried  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Dana  :  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  think  Mr. 
Dewey  is  right.  I  have  talked  with  Mr.  Dewej 
a  good  deal  about  this  and  he  feels  as  I  do 
about  the  importance  of  bringing  the  question 
strongly  before  the  Publishers*  Association. 
That  is  all  I  care  about.  I  want  to  disclaim 
any  intention  whatsoever  of  reflecting  on  the 
Council.  I  say  again  that  I  do  not  believe  anj 
man  in  the  Association  has  done  any  more  in 
recent  years  to  strengthen  the  Council  than  I 
have.  I  believe  that  this  Association  should 
not  be  carried  this  way  and  that  on  different 
occasions,  but  that  it  should  have  a  body  like 
the  Council,  and  should  refer  important  mat- 
ters to  it.  I  think  you  are  rig^ht  when  you  saj 
that  it  would  be  wiser  to  have  the  Council 
bring  this  matter  up,  only  I  would  like  to  have 
the  matter  brought  up  so  that  the  Association 
can  act  upon  it  itself.  The  American  Pub- 
lishers* Association  does  not  know  anything 
about  our  internal  organization,  and  a  mere 
protest  from  the  Council  is  not  going  to  count 
as  much  as  a  statement  from  ourselves.  I 
withdraw  the  motion  until  this  evening. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  I  move  that  we  refer  this  mat- 
ter to  the  Council  with  the  request  tluit  the 
Council  report  back  its  action  to  us  this  even- 
ing. I  have  no  doubt  we  will  be  perfectly  sat- 
isfied with  the  action  they  take,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  this  motion  should  go  to  the  Council, 
and  that  we  should  hear  from  it  to-night. 

Votfd. 

President  Billings  :  We  will  now  proceed 
to  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Hastings*  paper  on 

DISTRIBUTION    OF     PRINTRD    CATALOG    CARDS 
BY   THE   LIBRARY   OF   CONGRESS. 

Herbert  Putnam  :  I  should  like  to  recall 
the  present  situation  with  reference  to  this 
matter.  The  Library  of  Congress  began  the 
distribution  of  printed  cards  in  November  last 
The  distribution  has  proceeded  for  nearly  eigbt 
months.  This  period  was  an  experimental 
one.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Hastings  at  this  meet- 
ing to  submit  a  statement  as  to  what  liad  oc- 
curred, to  give  the  statistics  of  the  distribution 
thus  far,  and  to  note  the  modifications  in  con- 
templation. Mr.  Hastings  read  his  paper  jes- 
terday.  It  was  necessarily  brief,  but  was,  I 
think,  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  distribution  op 
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to  this  time.  He  referred  to  a  handboolc  which 
is  to  be  issued  in  July  which  will  state  more 
fully  than  has  been  stated  heretofore  what  are 
the  methods  of  distribution,  the  rates  of  sub- 
scription, and  the  various  conditions  involved ; 
also  descriptive  of  the  field  which  the  cards 
will  cover,  and  so  on.  That  is  intended  to  be 
a  complete  and  clear  statement  of  the  system 
of  distribution  as  in  operation  —  not  to-day, 
nor  during  the  past  six  or  eight  months,  but 
as  in  operation  in  July  or  August.  That  is, 
for  the  coming  immediate  future. 

There  will  be  modifications  of  our  first  meth- 
ods. Let  me  recall  to  you  that  the  distribu- 
tion has  been  of  three  classes.  In  the  first 
place,  the  library  has  determined  upon  certain 
local  libraries  or  institutions  which  are  made 
the  depositaries  in  each  case  of  a  complete  set 
of  these  cards.  These  depositary  libraries  are 
in  centres  of  research,  centres  of  library  ac- 
tivity. There  are  necessarily  but  a  few  of  them 
—  thus  far  only  eighteen. 

In  the  second  place  we  have  offered  to  supply 
a  copy  of  any  card  that  we  print  or  any  num- 
ber of  copies  of  any  card  to  any  library  sub- 
scribing the  cost  plus  ten  per  cent,  as  required 
under  the  law. 

In  the  third  place  we  have,  during  the  past 
six  or  seven  months,  issued  to  subscribing 
libraries,  and  in  effect  to  any  library  applying 
for  them,  copies  on  proof  paper  of  the  titles 
which  we  print  on  cards.  We  have  issued 
these  proofs  thus  far  without  any  charge. 

Now  there  are  to  be  certain  modifications, 
and  what  these  are  to  be  will  be  determined  in 
part,  of  course,  by  our  experience,  as  already 
on  file  with  us,  and  in  part  by  suggestions  we 
have  received.  There  may  be  a  change,  for 
instance,  in  the  type,  from  12  point  to  11  point. 
There  will  undoubtedly  be  a  change  in  the  con- 
ditions of  distribution  of  the  proof  slips.  We 
have  thought  it  our  duty  to  distribute  as  widely 
as  possible  information  as  to  this  card  distri- 
bution ;  we  have  therefore  distributed  these 
proof  slips  freely  and  without  charge.  Begin- 
ning with  July  1st  there  will  have  to  be  a  charge 
for  the  proof  slips.  That  charge  will  not,  for 
a  year*s  subscription,  exceed  thirty  dollars.  In 
the  case,  however,  of  a  library  which  is  a  large 
subscriber,  there  will  be  a  rebate  on  this,  which, 
in  case  of  a  considerable  subscription,  will  fully 
reimburse  to  the  library  the  amount  of  the 
subscription. 


The  number  of  libraries,  as  stated  in  Mr. 
Hastings*  paper,  subscribing  to  date  is  171. 

The  cards  are,  as  a  rule,  prepared  ready  for 
distribution  within  a  fortnight  of  the  time  the 
book  is  received  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  in 
case  of  copyrighted  books.  The  delay  in  the 
case  of  non-copyrighted  publications  is  consid- 
erably greater. 

Our  experience,  as  far  as  the  cost  of  the  work 
to  us  is  concerned,  will  not  result  in  a  devia- 
tion from  the  present  prices  for  a  subscription 
in  ordinary  cases.  There  will  have  to  be  a 
special  variation  in  price  where  the  order  re- 
ceived requires  an  extra  amount  of  labor  in 
the  handling.  That  will  be  fully  set  forth  in 
the  handbook.  It  has  been  one  of  the  matters 
upon  which  our  consideration  has  been  most 
careful  and  most  anxious.  We  are  compelled 
under  the  law  to  reimburse  to  the  government 
the  cost  of  this  distribution .  We  do  not  charge 
for  the  cost  of  the  cataloging;  we  do  not 
charge  for  the  composition;  but  we  must 
charge  for  the  cost  of  the  extra  stock,  the  extra 
press  work,  the  cutting  and  the  punching  and 
the  handling,  —  and  the  handling,  as  Mr.  Hast- 
ings has  noted,  is  very  expensive.  Now,  we 
have  not  secured  reimbursement  for  these  items 
in  the  past  seven  months,  and  we  cannot  secure 
reimbursement  at  the  present  rate  unless  the 
subscription  list  is  much  larger  than  at  present. 
We  shall  not,  however,  need,  we  think,  to 
modify  the  main  prices;  so,  unless  there  be 
questions  as  to  these,  I  do  not  suppose  thej 
will  enter  into  the  discussion.  What  we  do  feel 
very  strongly  is  that  if  there  are  any  questions 
concerning  the  distribution  of  the  cards,  the 
form  of  the  cards,  —  not  the  mere  form  of  cata- 
log entry,  which  would  be  better  discussed  in 
the  Catalog  Section,  but  the  general  methods 
of  distribution,  —  the  area  covered  by  the  cards, 
the  promptness  of  issue,  etc.,  they  had  better 
be  brought  up  now,  because  the  system  as  re- 
vised July  1st  should  remain  unmodified  during 
at  least  the  next  twelve  months. 

C.  W.  Andrews  :  I  rise  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion, in  the  first  place  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  advise  the  Publishing  Board 
as  to  the  possibility  of  co-operative  cataloging 
of  foreign  books.  A  meeting  of  that  commit- 
tee has  not  been  called  as  yet,  because  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  Library  of  Congress  is  doing 
most  that  we  could  hope  to  accomplish,  but  I 
would  like  to  ask  those  who  feel  the  need  of 
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any  considerable  extension  of  the  work  into 
foreign  languages  to  mention  the  fact.  The 
Library  of  Congress  is  now  purchasing,  and 
will  purchase  in  the  future,  an  increased  pro- 
portion of  books  in  foreign  languages,  greatly 
enlarging  their  collections,  so  that  the  libraries 
who  now  feel  that  there  are  gaps  which  they 
cannot  fill  with  the  Library  of  Congress  cards, 
may  hope  in  the  future  to  obtain  a  greater  pro- 
portion. 

Secondly,  I  rise  to  ask  that  those  present  will 
give  the  details  as  to  their  use  of  the  cards. 
We  have  all  been  experimenting  during  the 
last  six  months  and  the  details  which  have 
been  evolved  ought  to  be  interesting.  From 
the  numbers  given  in  the  Library  yournalxX.  is 
doubtful  if  we  are  yet  making  the  largest  pos- 
sible use  of  them.  There  are  many  ways  in 
which  they  can  be  employed  aside  from  the 
catalog,  although  the  catalogs  themselves 
might  well  be  enlarged  by  the  more  liberal 
treatment  which  they  make  possible. 

Some  of  the  details  as  to  the  experience  of 
the  largest  single  subscriber  may  be  of  interest. 
The  John  Crerar  Library  has  sent  twenty-five 
hundred  orders  to  its  agents  in  the  first  five 
months  of  this  year  and  triplicates  of  these 
orders  have  been  sent  to  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. Cards  for  eleven  hundred  titles  have 
been  received  already  to  cover  them.  There 
are  also  some  five  hundred  more  which  thev 
promise  to  send  us  as  soon  as  they  receive 
the  books  which  they  have  ordered.  The 
result  is  that  forty  per  cent,  of  our  current 
orders  are  now  cataloged  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  that  we  may  hope  to  obtain  sixty  per 
cent.,  and  that  these  are  seventy-five  percent,  of 
all  the  accessions  which  we  really  care  for,  the 
remainder  being  books  of  minor  importance  or 
old  material  which  we  are  simply  cataloging, 
in  the  rather  blind  fashion  of  large  libraries, 
without  much  regard  as  to  whether  the  cata- 
log entries  will  ever  be  used.  In  regard  to 
bulletin  work,  we  are  now  face  to  face  with  the 
problem  of  dropping  our  present  form  of  elec- 
trotypes and  following  the  Library  of  Congress 
plan  of  using  one  kind  of  type  for  cards  and 
for  bulletin  work.  Our  plans  will  now  be  con- 
sidered with  reference  to  the  permanence  of 
the  distribution  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
cards. 

It  is  probable  that  our  library  is  the  one  re- 
ferred to  as  the  **  patient  waiter  "  in  Mr.  Hast- 


ings' paper,  for  we  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
that  every  foreign  '  book  should  be  cataloged 
the  moment  it  comes  into  the  library,  and  we 
are  perfectly  willing  to  wait  three  or  four 
months  for  the  Library  of  Congress  to  send  us 
the  cards  and  meanwhile  spend  our  energies  in 
getting  out  the  bulletins  and  other  library  aids 
which  we  could  not  undertake  if  we  did  not 
have  the  relief  which  the  cards  for  this  forty  or 
sixty  per  cent,  of  our  current  work  gives. 

In  the  discussion  preceding  the  establish- 
ment of  this  system  one  of  the  fears  expressed 
was  as  to  the  number  of  cards  which  would  be 
found  not  to  be  available  by  the  libraries  re- 
ceiving them.  I  asked  for  a  detailed  report  on 
this  point  and  found  that  the  number  was  so 
small  that  the  details  became  uninteresting. 
They  may  be  summarized  by  the  fact  that  out 
of  the  eleven  hundred  titles  received  only  thirty 
were  found  to  be  useless  by  the  John  Crerar 
Library,  and  twelve  of  these  were  our  own 
fault  in  ordering  duplicates  or  asking  for  titles 
of  books  burned  in  a  fire  for  which  we  alreadv 
had  the  cards ;  fourteen  were  the  fault  of  the 
Library  of  Congress,  for  all  of  which  thev 
apologized  and  took  back  the  cards ;  the  others 
were  due  to  the  fault  of  the  system  and  repre- 
sent the  actual  amount  of  what  the  engineers 
would  call  the  "  slip  *'  in  the  process  of  the 
conveyance  of  information.  The  Library  of 
Congress,  of  course,  catalogs  from  the  copies 
which  it  gets  as  they  are  copyrighted,  and  we 
find  that  there  is  sometimes  perhaps,  especiallj 
in  scientific  books,  a  difference  between  the 
advance  sheets  sent  to  the  Library  of  Congress 
and  those  which  are  put  in  trade.  The  pub- 
lisher sometimes  complies  with  the  law  bj 
submitting  the  advance  sheets  and  then  the 
author  makes  additions  and  corrections  and  the 
book  is  not  actually  issued  until  so  near  the 
end  of  the  year  that  the  next  year  is  put  on  the 
title-page.  Again  in  four  cases  the  Library  of 
Congress  has  supplied  us  with  cards  for  books 
which  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain. 
Therefore  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  per  cent, 
may  be  put  down,  I  think,  as  the  maximuni 
"  slip'*  if  the  library  exercises  proper  care  in 
giving  its  orders.  Of  course,  if  you  order  a 
wrong  edition,  you  cannot  expect  the  Librarv 
of  Congress  to  understand  which  edition  you 
want,  or  if  you  do  not  give  the  edition  vou 
cannot  expect  the  Library  of  Congress  to  be  in 
mental  communication  with  you  and  find  oot 
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what  edition  you  had  in  your  library.  It  is 
probable  that  an  addition  of  one  per  cent,  to  the 
calculation  of  cost  will  cover  the  cards  which 
will  be  useless  to  a  library. 

As  to  the  use  of  the  cards  by  the  John  Crerar 
Library,  it  is  not  necessary  to  give  the  details, 
because  they  are  in  the  circular  which  the 
Library  of  Congress  sends  out.  We  have 
experimented  more  than  most  libraries  in  try- 
ing to  make  them  of  the  widest  possible  use, 
and  have  recently  found  a  new  method  of  em- 
ploying them.  We  order  more  than  are  wanted 
for  immediate  use,  in  order  to  have  over-cards 
to  supply  those  of  our  readers  who  want  well- 
made  titles  convenient  for  memoranda,  and  we 
have  received  several  orders  for  lists  of  books 
in  this  form.  We  find  the  proof-sheets  very 
valuable,  using  them  to  form  order-slips.  The 
OTi\y  possible  addition  to  make  them  of  the 
most  value  to  the  order  department  would  be 
the  inclusion  of  the  price,  but  I  am  afraid  that 
that  would  not  be  possible. 

Mr.  Wellman  :  I  want  to  add  a  word  for  the 
benefit  of  the  small  libraries.  For  such  libra- 
ries the  proof  sheets  are  so  numerous  and  so 
unwieldy  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  use 
them  in  ordering  the  cards ;  but  the  plan  of 
ordering  a  selection  of  either  current  accessions 
or  the  more  important  books  in  English,  would 
certainly  be  much  better.  If  a  selection  of 
cards  is  ordered  in  that  way,  it  is  not  only  con- 
venient to  have  them  to  put  into  your  catalog 
as  soon  as  you  get  the  books,  but  the  cards 
themselves  are  very  valuable  as  suggestions  for 
purchase,  and  if  it  were  possible  to  have  the 
prices  included  that  would  greatly  increase 
their  value  as  suggestions  for  purchase. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  I  fear  that  would  be  impos- 
sible. It  would  mean  changing  the  form,  unless 
we  are  to  have  the  price  on  the  permanent  card, 
and  1  doubt  the  propriety  of  that. 

Mrs.  Bond  :  How  can  we  find  out  which  are 
the  eighteen  depositaries  ? 

Mr.  Putnam  :  I  think  that  will  be  given  in 
the  handbook.  The  list  is  now  merely  pro- 
visional, but  the  depositaries  selected  will  be 
continued.  The  deposit  has  two  purposes.  In 
the  first  place,  to  inform  local  investigators  as 
to  what  books  are  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
or  whether  a  particular  book  is  in  the  Library 
of  Congress,  —  not  what  subjects'are  included, 
because  the  cards  form  merely  an  author  cata- 
log ;   and  second,  to  convenience  that  library 


and  adjacent  libraries  in  ascertaining  what 
cards  the  Library  of  Congress  has  printed,  for 
it  will  form  a  complete  index,  of  course,  to  the 
cards  which  the  Library  of  Congress  has  printed 
and  may  be  expected  to  have  in  stock.  The 
conditions  upon  which  the  deposit  is  made 
include  the  stipulation  that  the  cards  shall  be 
properly  accommodated  in  a  catalog  case,  shall 
be  kept  in  alphabetical  order,  and  shall  be  made 
available  to  any  inquirer.  Now  it  is  a  matter 
of  perplexity,  after  the  first  dozen  depositaries 
have  been  selected,  to  determine  what  others 
have  the  best  claim.  We  must  enlarge  the  list 
very  slowly  and  very  carefully,  and  until  we 
have  gone  further  in  the  experiment  with  the 
proof  slips  and  until  we  have  gone  further  with 
the  experiment  of  issuing  cards  in  groups  for 
particular  departments  of  literature,  I  should 
not  recommend  libraries  to  become  applicants 
for  the  deposits,  as  they  involve  a  very  con- 
siderable expense  to  the  recipient  library.  The 
cost  of  handling  and  accommodating  them  is 
not  a  small  matter. 

Mrs.  Bond  :  My  present  inquiry  is  with 
reference  to  a  small  library  which  expects  to 
recatalog  its  whole  collection  by  means  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  cards.  We  thought 
if  we  could  compare  our  accession  lists  with 
the  lists  in  one  of  the  depositaries,  we  could 
learn  what  proportion  of  the  cards  could  be 
ordered  by  number. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  It  is  the  need  of  just  such 
a  small  library  that  we  hope  to  meet  in  part  by 
these  deposits.  Assuming  the  library  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston,  the  State  Library  of  Massa- 
chusetts would  be  its  nearest  depositary.  In 
that  case  the  small  library  may  take  its  shelf 
lists  to  the  state  library  and  go  through  this 
author  card  list  of  what  we  have  in  stock,  and 
see  what  books  of  its  collection  are  covered  by 
these  cards.  Now,  if  a  small  library  or  any 
library  in  Massachusetts  should  attempt  that 
to-day  it  would  probably  find  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  its  collection  actually  covered ;  but 
within  the  next  five  years  the  recataloging  — 
at  least,  so  far  as  the  author  entry  is  con- 
cerned—  of  the  existing  collection  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  will,  we  hope,  be  com- 
pleted and  that  will  mean  that  we  shall  have 
a  card  in  stock  or  ready  to  be  reproduced  for 
every  book  in  that  collection,  with  the  inter- 
vening accessions,  which  are  now  amounting 
to  seventy-five  thousand  printed  books  a  year. 
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We  shall  keep  in  stock  cards  for  every  title 
represented  in  the  revised  '*  A.  L.  A.  cata- 
log." Now,  if  a  new  library  is  forming  and 
starting  with  a  purchase  of  from  five  to  ten 
thousand  volumes,  based  largely  on  that 
A.  L.  A.  list,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why, 
within  this  period,  giving  us  time  in  which  to 
compile  those  cards,  it  should  not  be  able  to 
get  a  complete  outfit  of  cards  for  those  books. 
The  proof  slips  are,  as  Mr.  Wellman  says, 
exceedingly  bulky,  —  forty  slips  are  a  day*s 
output,  —  and  it  is  very  apt  to  be  the  case  that  a 
library  hastily  applies  for  those  and  assumes,  as 
it  does  in  the  case  of  government  documents, 
or  in  the  case  of  an  entire  set  of  our  cards, 
that  the  information  which  it  will  secure  will 
be  so  valuable  that  it  will  pay  it  to  handle  the 
material.  Now  that  is  very  doubtful.  Some 
libraries  receiving  these  proof  slips  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  cutting  them  up  and  pasting 
them  on  the  backs  of  cards  as  a  substitute  for 
the  printed  card.  But  that  is  very  extravagant. 
You  can  secure  a  copy  of  every  card  we  print 
for  a  year  —  and  that  is  fifty  thousand  cards, 
we  will  say,  based  on  the  present  output, — for 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  You  can  secure 
a  set  of  proofs  for  not  over  thirty  dollars.  But 
if  you  should  cut  up  those  proofs  and  paste 
them  on  cards  you  would  find  you  had  spent 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  doing 
that  work  and  you  will  have,  as  a  result,  the 
titles  complete,  but  you  will  have  only  pasted 
cards  in  place  of  printed  ones,  and  you  will 
have  defrayed,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the 
proof  slips,  the  cost  of  the  stock  upon  which 
you  paste. 

Mrs.  Bond  :  I  should  like  to  ask  one  more 
question.  Will  there  never  be  any  difference 
in  the  stock  ?  The  different  libraries  use  differ- 
ent thicknesses  of  cards,  and  of  course  one-half 
of  the  cards  in  any  ordinary  library  will  have 
to  be  written,  not  being  covered  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  cards.  We  use  33A,  and  the  cards 
you  use  are  32B,  and  they  do  not  combine  w^ell 
together.  Wouldn't  it  be  possible  to  have  the 
cards  printed  on  different  stock  for  different 
libraries? 

Mr.  Putnam  :  The  question  is  whether  vari- 
ations in  the  stock  could  not  be  made,  so  as  to 
accord  with  the  stock  in  use  in  particular  libra- 
ries. The  same  sort  of  question  is  involved  as 
to  the  size  of  the  cards,  —  a  much  more  com- 
mon variation,  —  as  between  the  index  and  the 


postal  size.  I  t^ink  that,  considering  that  we 
must  keep  the  expense  of  this  whole  work  as 
low  as  possible,  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to 
vary  either  the  size  or  the  thickness  of  the 
card.  We  use  a  stock  that  is  admitted  not 
to  be  as  good  as  the  Library  Bureau's  stock, 
except  by  the  public  printer,  who  thinks  it  is 
better.  (He  claims  it  is  the  best  linen  ledger 
stock,  and  you  cannot  get  anything  better, 
and  he  can  make  better  rates  with  his  con- 
tractor than  he  has  been  able  to  make  thus 
far  with  the  Library  Bureau.)  We  certainly 
have  improved  the  stock  very  much  over  that 
of  a  few  years  ago,  but  I  think  we  cannot 
vary  the  stock  except  as  we  get  a  better  grade, 
and  perhaps  approximate  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble the  Library  Bureau  stock  of  the  standard 
weight  and  thickness. 

Mrs.  Bond:  It  makes  a  g^reat  deal  of  differ- 
ence in  the  amount  of  room  required. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  Those  questions  will  have  to 
be  decided  by  each  library  for  itself.  It  is  a 
similar  question  as  to  whether  it  pays  to  get 
the  postal  size  cards,  and  cut  them  down  to  the 
index  size.  I  have  been  told  by  a  librarian  who 
uses  the  index  sized  cards,  that  in  cutting  down 
the  postal  size  there  was  only  a  very  small  per- 
centage of  them  in  which,  by  the  reduction, 
any  really  necessary  matter  was  eliminated. 
As  a  rule,  by  cutting  them  down  from  the  postal 
to  the  index  size,  nothing  is  lost  that  is  neces- 
sary to  a  permanent  record. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  I  wish  Mr.  Putnam  would  tell 
us  about  the  travelling  catalogs. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  Mr.  Hastings,  who  has  had 
charge  of  that  distribution  during  the  past  six 
or  eight  months,  in  addition  to  the  means  of 
information  furnished  by  the  proof  strips  and 
the  depositaries,  proposes  to  get  out  a  set  of 
cards  which  shall  be  available  to  be  sent  about 
from  place  to  place  to  give  information  as  to 
what  the  library  is  printing  on  a  given  subject, 
and  to  convenience  a  library  at  a  distance  from 
any  depositary.  Of  course,  the  A.  L.  A.  list 
will  meet  the  case  of  that  library  whose  selec- 
tions chiefly  conform  to  that  list;  but  there 
would  be  other  libraries  whose  needs  might  be 
met  by  a  collection  of  from  fifteen  to  fifty  thou- 
sand cards  not  limited  to  the  titles  in  the  A  L 
A.  list. 

The  area  covered  by  these  cards  is  a  very  im- 
portant matter,  and  our  doubt  is  not  merely  ai 
to  the  convenience  with  which  these  cards  can  be 
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used,  but  whether  they  will  cover  enough  titles 
to  interest  a  large  number  of  libraries.    The 
fact  that  many  libraries  are   in   the  end  get- 
ting the  same  book  does  not  mean  that  they 
are  all  getting  it  at  the  same  time.     But  how 
far  these  cards  will  be  of  interest  to  other 
libraries   is  dependent,   of    course,   upon   the 
simultaneity  of  the  acquisition  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  of  the  book  with  its  acquisition  by 
the  particular  library.     Now,  we  are  getting 
copyrighted   books  and  non-copyrighted  cur- 
rent publications  which,  if  this  card  distribu- 
tion were  not  in  operation,  would  be  naturally 
such  as  would  be  bought  by  the  national    li- 
brary of  the  United  States,  which  is  chiefly  a 
library  of  scholarly  research  ;  but  we  are  now 
in  our  purchases  recognizing  that  this  card  dis- 
tribution may  impose  upon  us  a  special  obliga- 
tion.    If,  by  getting  a  book  that  we  should  not 
get  in  that  way,  but  which  is  a  book  purchased 
by  a  great  number  of  libraries,  we  can  save 
those  libraries  the  cost  of  cataloging,  we  had 
better  get  it,  even  though  the  book  itself  be  not 
used  very  much  from  our  own  shelves.     Our 
purchases  are  being  modified  in  that  way.    The 
yearly  expenditure  for  that  class  of  purchases 
will  not  form  a  very  large  charge  upon   our 
funds.      We  are  getting    up  the    purchasing 
funds  to  a  reasonable  dimension.    They  were 
only  '$10,000  in   1897 ;  this  coming  year  they 
will  be  $91,000,  for  books  and  periodicals.    But 
we  do  not  regard  that  as  normal,  not  until  they 
reach  $1 10,000.     We  feel  perfectly  justified  in 
expending  out  of  this  a  certain  sum  for  some 
books  which  perhaps  we  should  not  buy  for  our 
immediate  constituency, —  not  the  trivial  books 
or  books  which  would  not  stand  a  certain  test 
of  merit, —  but  books  which  perhaps  we  should 
not  need  immediately  for  the  use  of  the  library 
and  should  not  regard  it  as  our  duty  to  buy  for 
permanent  preservation.      But  if  we  can  buy 
such  a  book  and  by  cataloging  it  render  a  ser- 
vice to  libraries  and  save  them  some  expense,  a 
certain  amount  of  expenditure  in  that  direction 
may  be  justifiable. 

In  another  direction  we  have  modified  our 
purchases.  This  plan  of  distribution  can  very 
much  more  successfully  cover,  of  course,  cur- 
rent publications  and  interest  libraries  taking 
those  publications  than  it  can  the  non-current 
publications,  because  it  is  the  latter  as  to  which 
there  will  be  the  most  variation  in  libraries  in 
their  accessions. 


Now,  we  have  been  in  receipt,  during  the  past 
few  months,  of  copies  of  the  order  lists  placed 
by  certain  large  libraries  —  Harvard  University, 
Boston  Public,  New  York  Public,  John  Crc- 
rar.  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Princeton, 
and  Columbia  — and  we  shall  be  currently  re- 
ceiving those  and  some  others.  We  get  copies 
of  the  order  lists  and  that  means  that  we  arc 
notified  as  to  all  the  books  for  which  they  arc 
placing  orders  —  foreign  books  or  books  im- 
ported, I  mean  not  those  merely  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, but  those  in  English  published  abroad 
—  and  so  far  as  possible  we  are  buying  those 
same  books  at  the  same  time.  We  notify  the 
library  that  is  ordering  them  that  we  shall  se- 
cure them  and  that  in  course  of  time  wc  shall 
have  cards  for  them.  It  is  upon  that. notice 
that  I  understand  the  John  Crerar  Library  has 
to  a  large  degree  proceeded.  As  I  understood 
Mr.  Andrews'  statement,  out  of  2,500  orders 
they  had  placed  for  such  books  during  the 
past  seven  months  some  x,ioo  were  cataloged 
by  cards  they  had  already  received  and  500 
others  by  cards  they  are  expecting  to  receive 
in  due  course  of  time  after  the  Library  of 
Congress  receives  the  book  and  has  cataloged 
it. 

Mr.  Ballard  :  Perhaps  one  word  may  be 
useful  to  some  of  the  small  libraries.  The 
manifest  value  of  a  whole  set  of  cards  as  issued 
by  the  Library  of  Congress  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  eighteen  of  the  most  important  libra- 
ries of  the  country  consider  it  a  great  accession 
to  their  property.  It  is  also  evident  that  it  is 
impossible  for  most  small  libraries  to  acquire 
the  whole  set  or  to  care  for  it,  on  account  of 
the  great  space  which  it  occupies.  In  the 
Berkshire  Athenaeum,  we  have  taken  these 
proof  slips,  and  not  cut  them  up  with  scissors 
and  pasted  them  on  cards,  but  we  have  sent 
them  to  a  printing  office  which  cuts  them  by 
machinery  for  us  for  nothing,  so  that  we  get 
the  proof  slips  cut  to  card  size  and  perforated 
at  no  expense  to  the  library.  The  slips  are  so 
thin  that  a  thousand  of  them  will  go  into  an 
ordinary  catalog  drawer.  We  happened  to 
have  an  old  discarded  case  of  the  right  size  and 
our  outfit  has  so  far  cost  us  nothing,  either  for 
the  slips  or  the  cutting  or  punching.  The 
smaller  libraries  can  do  this  hereafter  at  an  ex- 
pense of  thirty  or  forty  dollars  a  year,  thirty 
dollars  for  the  slips  and  probably  ten  dollars 
for  the  cutting  and  punching. 
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Mr.  Kelly  :  Is  there  to  be  a  depositary  for 
the^e  cards  for  Canada  ? 

Mr.  Putnam  :  McGill  University,  Montreal, 
is  the  depositary  for  Canada. 

Mr.  Berry  :  We  have  in  our  library  what  I 
may  call  our  old  collection,  —  say  thirty  to 
thirty-five  thousand  .volumes,  which  have  not 
been  carried  over  to  the  new  catalog  —  and  we 
are  proposing  to  recatalog  this  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  cards.  Our  intention  was  to  go 
by  classes,  marking  with  a  blue  pencil  the 
number  of  copies  wanted.  But  Mr.  Putnam's 
suggestion  this  morning  leads  me  to  think  that 
possibly  we  may  gain  time  by  going  to  the  de- 
positary in  our  neighborhood  and  ordering 
entries  that  have  already  been  made.  I  want 
to  know  if  anybody  here  has  had  experience  in 
that  line. 

C.  A.  Cutter:  We  are  recataloging  —  or 
perhaps  1  should  rather  say  ciitaloging  —  the 
Forbes  Library  entirely  in  that  way.  We  have 
the  proof  slips  and  we  order  from  them  the  title 
of  every  book  which  we  have,  no  matter  in 
what  class  it  is,  and  we  expect  to  do  exactly  as 
Mr.  Berry  says,  in  the  end,  and  order  every- 
thing we  can,  not  only  from  the  proof  slips, 
but  from  the  cards  which  were  printed  before 
there  were  any  proof  slips.  After  we  have 
filled  out  our  catalog  in  that  way  then  we  shall 
make  out  our  own  cards  for  the  remainder. 

A  Delegate  :  How  soon  does  the  distribu- 
tion of  cards  to  depositaries  follow  the  distri- 
bution of  galley  proofs? 

Mr.  Hastings  :  At  present  the  cards  are  at 
least  a  week  behind  the  proofs.  The  proof 
goes  out  daily ;  the  cards  once  a  week. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  I  want  to  bear  testimony  in 
regard  to  one  thing  which  seems  to  affect  a 
great  many  libraries,  and  that  is  the  delay  in 
getting  the  cards  of  new  books  from  the  Library 
of  Congress.  We  find  no  practical  difficulty  in 
the  delay.  We  make  a  slip  on  thin  paper  for 
the  title  of  each  book  as  soon  as  it  comes  in, 
and  this  slip  goes  into  the  oflScial  catalog, 
which  is  made  entirely  of  such  slips,  and  is 
referred  to  for  that  book  until  the  Library  of 
Congress  card  comes  in. 

Mr.  Andrews  :  We  even  go  further  back 
than  Mr.  Cutter  does.  We  put  our^  substitute 
card  in  our  official  catalog  the  moment  the 
book  is  ordered,  and  it  stays  there  until  the 
Library  of  Congress  card  comes  in.  It  is  of  a 
different  color  so  that  we  know  it  represents  a 


book  either  ordered  or  in  the  library  in  process 
of  being  cataloged.  The  reference  librarian 
prefers  this  arrangement  to  the  other  because 
he  knows  then  what  answer  he  can  make  to  a 
person  inquiring  for  the  book,  and  he  can  im- 
mediately go  to  the  outstanding  order  list  to 
find  whether  or  no  the  book  is  in  the  library. 
This  has  worked  very  practically  in  a  library 
which  is  open  day  and  evening,  where  the 
evening  reference  clerk  has  no  means  of  getting 
at  the  day-working  clerk  to  find  out  the  details 
in  regard  to  the.  books. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  The  slip  that  I  spoke  of  is  put 
into  our  catalog  as  the  order  slip  of  the  card, 
but  it  is  not  put  into  the  public  catalog  at  all. 
Of  course,  as  we  have  to  make  it  for  the  order 
catalog,  in  order  to  know  what  book  we  have 
ordered,  it  costs  us  next  to  nothing  to  put  it 
into  the  public  catalog. 

Mr.  Lane  :  For  the  libraries  which  use  the 
index  sized  card  I  would  say  that  we  ha\'e  a 
very  convenient  little  card  cutter  which  does 
the  work  very  easily.  It  is  worked  by  a  boy 
and  costs  very  little.  It  cuts  the  card  exactlr 
to  scale.  Then  the  cards  are  punched  by  a 
punch  which  works  with  the  foot,  and  has  a 
guide  fastened  on  the  plate  so  that  the  perfor- 
ation is  gauged  exactly. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  Do  you  remember  how  large 
a  percentage  of  the  entry  on  the  cards  is  lost  bv 
the  cutting  down  .^ 

Mr.  Lane  :  A  very  small  percentage.  We 
expect  to  lose  the  line  which  has  the  copyright 
number  or  the  call  number  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  on  it,  and  sometimes  we  lose  the  line 
which  has  the  subject  heading ;  but  almost 
never,  or  very  infrequently,  do  we  lose  any- 
thing of  permanent  consequence  in  the  con- 
tents entry, 

W.  H.  Tillinghast  :  I  noticed  in  the 
report  in  the  Library  Journal  that  one  librarjr 
appeared  to  think  itself  obliged  to  hold  books 
until  the  cards  had  come  or  to  call  them  in  when 
the  cards  came,  or  to  wait  until  they  came  back, 
before  cataloging  them.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity at  all  for  such  a  complication.  We  check 
the  book  as  cataloged  when  it  comes  in.  We  do 
not  recall  it ;  we  do  not  see  it  again  when  the 
card  comes,  unless  there  happens  to  be  sonie 
difference  between  the  card  and  the  book,  whkii 
very  seldom  happens.  The  book  is  cataloged 
as  soon  as  we  get  it,  and  when  we  get  the  cani 
we  put  the  call  number  on  and  put  it  in  the 
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catalog.  We  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  re- 
calling the  book. 

Mr.  Putnam  :  I  think  that  to  go  any  further 
vrith  this  discussion  would  be  unfair  to  the 
rest  of  the  program.  I  suggest  that  it  stop 
here  with  the  request  that  if  there  are  sugges- 
tions or  inquiries  that  may  involve  the  matter 
of  distribution,  price,  etc.,  they  be  addressed  as 
soon  as  possible  to  the  Card  Distribution  Di- 
vision of  the  Library  of  Congress,  so  that  we 
may  incorporate  any  changes  or  may  take  ac- 
count of  all  advice,  counsel,  and  suggestion, 
before  our  handbook  is  issued. 

Mr.  Edwin  H.  Anderson  read  a  paper  on 

BRANCH     LIBRARIES  :      PLANNING    AND 
EqUIPMENT. 

•  (^See  p.  58.) 

W.  H.  Brett:  With  almost  all  of  Mr. 
Anderson's  paper  I  am  heartily  in  accord.  In 
regard  to  the  shape  of  the  book-wing,  I  regard 
the  semicircular  design  as  really  the  most 
practical  and  the  most  beautiful.  However, 
where  absolute  economy  of  space  is  necessary, 
it  is  possible  to  use  the  square  plan  with  per- 
fect convenience,  and  with  the  saving  of  some 
room,  by  simply  extending  the  cases  toward 
the  corners.  The  supervision  from  the  centre 
is  as  complete,  but  the  effect  is  not  as  sym- 
metrical. Of  course  it  is  practicable,  it  is 
workable,  and  the  reading  tables  can  be  placed 
in  the  corners  just  as  they  are  here.  Where 
there  is  room  enough  to  adopt  the  semicir- 
cular plan,  I  should  prefer  it. 

I  want  to  emphasize  my  agreement  with  Mr. 
Anderson  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  com- 
plete supervision  over  all  parts  of  the  open 
shelf  library.  In  our  experience  in  the  Cleve- 
land Library  this  has  always  been  maintained. 
The  shape  of  the  alcoves,  the  shape  of  the 
iloor  space  to  which  access  has  been  permitted, 
has  varied  according  to  the  circumstances,  in 
some  cases  being  either  semicircular  or  rec- 
tangular. In  another  case  we  had  what  was 
practically  an  open  room  formed  by  placing 
the  cases  with  a  corner  entrance  at  which  the 
assistant  in  charge  had  her  desk,  affording  her 
complete  supervision  of  the  entire  interior.  In 
another  form  we  had  two  oblong  alcoves  fac- 
ing each  other  across  a  passageway,  the  assist- 
ant being  so  seated  that  she  had  an  entire 
view  of  both  alcoves. 

Another  point  is  the  desirability  of  a  meet« 


ing  place  for  clubs  in  the  basement,  also  the 
necessity  of  a  lecture-room  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  exceedingly  important  in  effective 
branch  library  work.  The  cork  carpet  we 
have  found  to  be  the  most  practical  floor  cover- 
ing. It  is  noiseless  and  exceedingly  durable, 
and  we  have  met  the  objection  of  the  dirt  by 
varnishing  the  cork  carpet  after  it  is  laid,  — 
putting  on  a  couple  of  coats  of  sizing  and  then 
applying  two  coats  of  varnish.  Bent  wood 
chairs  we  have  found  to  be  the  most  service- 
able. I  think  the  suggestion  as  to  the  com- 
fort of  reading  in  an  easy  chair  with  a  light 
over  one  shoulder  is  an  admirable  one  and 
ought  to  be  adopted. 

Miss  HoAGLAND :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Anderson 
what  is  the  average  cost  of  these  branch  libra- 
ries ? 

Mr.  Anderson  :  The  average  cost  of  these 
buildings,  I  think,  was  something  like  $30,000 
each,  but  that  does  not  mean  very  much.  You 
can  build  a  branch  library  like  a  freight  car  or 
like  a  Pullman  car,  and  the  cost  of  building  in 
one  locality  is  very  different  from  what  it  may 
be  in  another  locality.  The  cost  of  building  in 
Pittsburgh  at  the  present  time  is  the  highest  it 
has  ever  been  ;  it  is  almost  prohibitive.  It  all 
depends  on  the  kind  of  work  you  get  and  where 
you  get  it. 

Miss  HoAGLAND :  For  the  encouragement 
of  the  smaller  cities  that  do  not  have  Carnegie 
branch  libraries,  I  may  say  that  it  is  possible  to 
equip  one  adequate  and  comfortable  library 
room  for  $1,000. 

Dr.  HosMER  :  It  seems  to  me  that  a  lecture 
room  in  connection  with  a  branch  library  is  of 
very  doubtful  expediency.  A  club  room  is  all 
right,  but  any  room  where  there  is  likely  to  be 
noise  is  objectionable.  Music  in  a  branch 
library  —  a  musical  evening,  for  example  — 
is  likely  to  be  a  nuisance.  In  a  small  building 
it  is  impossible  to  have  a  lecture  room  without 
disturbance  to  the  proper  functions  of  the  li- 
brary. I  wish  to  record  my  emphatic  approval 
of  the  high  window  arrangement  which  Mr. 
Anderson  savs  has  been  much  criticised.  In 
our  library  there  are  several  rooms  that  are 
magnificently  wainscoted,  with  fine  mahogany 
wainscoting,  which  is  eight  or  ten  feet  high. 
At  the  same  time  there  are  very  large  plate  glass 
windows.  The  consequence  is  that  I  have 
almost  absolutely  no  wall  space;  there  is  no 
place  in  the  library  where  I  can  hang  a  map. 
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The  library,  with  its  great  windows,  is  the  best 
place  in  the  citj  to  see  the  circus  or  a  parade, 
and  whenever  there  is  anything  of  the  sort  a 
crowd  always  comes  to  view  it.  Now,  I  think 
the  outside  world  should  be  shut  out,  and  the 
light  should  come  in  from  overhead  as  much 
as  possible,  and  the  walls  should  be  blank  be- 
low the  windows. 

John  Thomson:  Far  from  feeling  that 
lecture  rooms  at  branch  libraries  are  a  hin- 
drance, I  think  that  they  are  next  door  to  an 
absolute  necessity.  We  have  one  very  palatial 
branch,  and  we  find  its  lecture  room  of  the 
greatest  importance.  Library  associations  and 
library  clubs,  and  such  institutions,  find  it  a 
very  convenient  and  useful  place  of  meeting. 
Moreover,  we  have  found  that  the  Free  Library 
has  benefited  very  largely  from  having  courses 
of  lectures,  and  these  can  easily  be  given  if  you 
have  a  well-appointed  and  convenient  lecture 
room.  Our  lecture  room  will  hold  280 persons, 
when  every  seat  is  occupied,  but  we  have  had 
915  at  some  lectures  —  frequently  from  700  to 
800.  The  lecturers  bring  within  the  walls  of 
our  library  persons  who  otherwise  would  prob- 
ably never  be  attracted  there,  and  they  become 
not  only  users  of  the  different  branches  that 
are  scattered  throughout  the  city,  but  they  also 
become  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  library, 
and  say  a  good  word  for  it.  In  another  branch 
—  which  was  an  aflSliated  association,  and  later 
came  under  our  wing  —  we  find  the  lectures  are 
of  great  importance ;  and  there  the  annoyance 
of  having  a  lecture  in  the  evening  is  never  felt, 
because  the  lecture  room  is  on  another  floor. 

F.  P.  Hill  :  The  Brooklyn  Carnegie  branch 
library  buildings,  which  are  quite  distinct  from 
those  across  the  river  on  the  Manhattan  side, 
will  provide  for  a  lecture  room  in  each  build- 
ing. This  room  will  accommodate  probably 
from  three  to  four  hundred  people,  and  will 
serve  not  only  as  a  place  in  which  lectures  can 
be  given,  but  as  a  gathering  place  for  neigh- 
borhood clubs,  and  we  believe  that  it  will  serve 
a  most  useful  purpose. 

A.  E.  BosTwicK :  Just  a  word  about  super- 
vision, which  I  agree  with  Mr.  Anderson  is 
most  necessary  in  branch  libraries,  but  it  is  not 
absolutely  necessary  that  supervision  should  be 
exercised  solely  from  the  central  desk.  In 
every  open  shelf  library  there  ought  to  be 
some  one  in  charge  of  the  floor,  and  the  super- 
vision can  be  exercised  from  the  floor  as  well 


as  from  the  central  desk.  Therefore,  while  I 
should  think  it  desirable  to  have  the  shelves 
arranged  so  that  supervision  can  be  had,  if 
possible,  from  the  central  desk,  still  it  is  not 
absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Brett  :  We  believe  in  lectures  in  Cleve- 
land so  thoroughly  that  we  sometimes  liave 
them  without  lecture  rooms.  We  had  one 
winter  a  series  of  lectures  in  our  E^st  branch, 
in  which  we  gave  up  the  library  room  for  one 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  the  lectures.  The 
courses  were  of  from  two  to  six  lectures,  in 
each  of  four  branches.  They  were  entirely 
successful  in  drawing  out  audiences  who  were 
greatly  interested.  It  was  rather  an  experi- 
ment, but  the  effect  was  noticeable  in  the  de- 
mand for  books  on  the  subjects  of  the  lecturss. 
and  we  felt  that  such  work  would  be  verv  ac- 
ceptable  and  very  valuable  in  the  neighborhood 
if  we  could  keep  it  up. 

Miss  Annk  Wallace  :  As  this  seems  to  be 
an  experience  meeting  I  should  be  glad  to  ac- 
knowledge my  indebtedness  to  Pittsburgh  for 
valuable  suggestions  regarding  buildings. 
With  regard  to  the  floors,  some  two  years  ago 
I  wanted  hard  wood  floors ;  but  I  don't  want 
them  any  more.  I  will  vote  for  cork  carpet 
next  time.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  nice  look- 
ing floors  with  from  a  hundred  to  a  thousand 
people  going  through  the  library  every  dav. 
Another  thing,  if  you  are  going  to  have  a 
Northern  architect  draw  the  plans  for  your 
building,  and  you  live  in  the  South,  do  not 
trust  his  judgment  on  windows.  Our  archi- 
tect told  me  very  learnedly  that  our  declina- 
tion was  absolutely  dependent  on  our  fenes- 
tration, and  he  didn't  tell  the  truth.  He 
allowed  us  to  open  only  one  panel,  and  we  arc 
now  trying  to  have  our  windows  changed  &o 
they  will  all  open.  Do  not  pivot  your  panels 
so  that  they  will  open  up  and  down ;  pivot  them 
so  they  will  open  sideways,  and  have  evcrr 
panel  so  that  it  will  open  in  every  window,  if 
you  live  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line. 

At  our  library,  we  not  only  have  an  ample 
lecture  room  on  the  upper  floor,  which  in  ^-ean 
to  come  can  be  converted  into  a  stack  room  it 
necessary,  but  in  addition  we  use  a  large  base- 
ment room  for  club  meetings.  Fortuiuitelv  it 
has  an  outside  entrance,  and  it  does  not  disturb 
readers  on  the  upper  floor.  Two  clubs  med 
there,  one  composed  of  working  men  and  ooe 
of  young  lawyers  and  professional  men. 
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Mr.  Dewey  :  I  want  to  say  a  word  about  this 
lecture  business.     It  has  been  a  hobby  with  me 
for  a  good  many  years  and  I  am  glad  the  testi- 
mony in  its  favor  comes  in  as  It  does.     If  we 
look  at  the  matter  in  a  broad  way  we  must 
recognize  that  the  objection  on  the  score  of 
noise  would  apply  to  those  who  come  to  get 
books  from  the  library,  just  as  much  as  to  those 
who  attend  the  lectures.    Disturbance  is  made 
in  both  cases.    The  old  Astor  Library  was  a 
great  deal  quieter  place  to  go  into  and  read 
than  our  modern  libraries.     Every  new  person 
makes  additional  ^steps  on  the  stairs ;  people 
are   moving  about ;  there  is   nothing  like  the  • 
monastic  quiet  of  the  old  time  library.     I  re- 
member years  ago  going  into  the  Ridgeway 
branch  of  the  Mercantile  Library  in  Philadel- 
phia with  Lloyd  Smith,  and  there  in  that  mag- 
nificent suite  of  rooms  there  were  just  three 
people  at  work.     I  turned   to   him  and  said, 
**  Why,  are  these  all  you  have  here? "  He  said, 
**  Dewey,  hardly  a  day  passes  that  somebody 
does  not  come  into  this  library  I  '*  A  little  later 
I  happened  to  know  of  a  man  who  was  wanted 
by  the  officers  of  the  law  in  Philadelphia  and 
the  problem  was  how  to  conceal  him  until  dark 
so  that  he  could  be  gotten  out  of  sight.    A 
friend  told  him,  '*  I  will  hide  you  where  you 
cannot  be  found."    Detectives  were  watching 
every  railway  station ;  but  this  man  took  him 
to  that  great  library  and  he  read  there  com- 
fortably all  day  and  escaped  with  perfect  ease. 
There  was  absolute  quiet  there  and  no  element 
of  disturbance.     But  see  what  Philadelphia  is 
doing  to-day  with  lecture  rooms  seating  two 
hundred  people  and  yet  having  to  accommodate 
eight  hundred  or  nine  hundred  I    That  is  not 
quiet,  but  that  is  giving  to  the  people  informa- 
tion, inspiration,  and  recreation,  and  therefore 
it  is  proper  library  work.     Not  the  book  alone, 
but  the  book  and  the  picture  and  the  museum 
and  the  lecture  —  all  these  agencies  belong  to 
the  public  library.     Let  us  stoutly  insist  that 
that  is  where  they  belong  and  that  is  where 
they  should  be  supported. 

Lang  DON  L.  Ward  read  a  paper  on 

BRANCH     LIBRARIES  :      FUNCTIONS     AND 
RESOURCES. 

(^See  p.  42.) 
Frank  P.  Hill  read  a  paper  on 

BRANCH    LIBRARIES  :    ADMINISTRATION. 

(^Ste  p.  46.) 


Mr.  Hedge  :  I  would  like  to  ask  in  regard 
to  the  advisability  of  having  in  the  branch 
library  a  card  catalog  of  accessions  to  the 
main  library.  There  is  always  a  great  desire 
to  know  what  new  books  are  added  to  the 
main  library,  and  where  a  monthly  bulletin  is 
not  issued  the  consequence  is  that  the  tele- 
phone is  being  continually  used  to  ask  if  cer- 
tain books  are  in  the  main  library.  Is  it  well 
to  have  in  the  branch  a  duplicate  card  catalog 
of  the  one  in  the  main  library? 

Mr.  Ward  :  I  think  it  is  essential,  where 
there  is  a  daily  delivery  from  the  central 
library,  to  have  a  very  full  list  of  the  books  of 
the  main  library  at  the  branch  library.  Of 
course,  you  cannot  duplicate  the  whole  cata- 
log ;  you  can  simply  have  a  bulletin  or  find- 
ing list  or  something  of  that  sort.  We  have 
in  Boston  a  monthly  bulletin  of  the  accessions 
for  the  month  and  that  is  distributed  at  all  the 
branches  and  kept  on  file.  The  bulletin  is  put 
together  into  an  annual  list  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  some  eliminations,  and  this  is  of 
a  great  deal  of  help  at  the  delivery  stations. 
It  is  impossible  to  solve  the  problem  entirely 
satisfactorily. 

Mr.  Hedge  :  I  had  in  mind  a  library  where 
monthly  bulletins  or  annual  finding  lists  were 
not  issued. 

Mr.  Ward  :  If  there  is  a  dally  delivery  from 
the  main  library  something  of  this  sort  must 
be  done.  There  Is  no  use  in  having  frequent 
deliveries  from  the  central  library  unless  you 
have  some  kind  of  a  catalog  of  the  central 
library  at  the  branch. 

Mr.  Hill  :  I  do  not  want  to  go  on  record  as 
upholding  that  statement  of  Mr.  Ward.  It 
seems  to  me  that  if  we  attempt  to  keep  a  cata- 
log of  the  whole  library  at  the  branch  we 
are  going  to  run  against  the  same  difficulty 
met  in  handling  the  collection-  of  Library  of 
Congress  cards ;  you  won't  have  room  in  your 
building  for  a  union  catalog  and  a  union 
shelf  list.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  attempt  to 
show  the  resources  of  the  library  at  more  than 
one  place.  I  think  it  is  much  better  and 
cheaper  to  use  the  telephone  for  just  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Ward  :  Mr.  Hill  misunderstood  me. 
1  did  not  mean  that  the  cards  should  be  dupli- 
cated, because  you  cannot  do  that,  but 
simply  that  some  sort  of  finding  lists  should 
be  used. 
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Mr.  Brett  :  I  want  to  register  most  em- 
phatic dissent  from  one  statement  of  Mr.  II ill 
as  to  the  selection  of  books  for  the  branch 
library.  That  is,  I  believe  that  the  functions 
of  the  branch  library  are  not  alone  to  supply 
bookSf  but  to  suggest  them,  and  that  the  most 
valuable  guide  for  the  selection  of  an  initial 
collection  for  any  branch  library  is  some 
general  list,  such  as  the  "  A.  L.  A.  catalog.** 
I  believe  it  is  exceedingly  important  that  every 
branch  library  in  a  neighborhood  remote  from 
the  main  library  should  have  on  its  shelves  not 
only  a  collection  of  the  more  used  classes, 
such  as  history,  literature,  biography,  science, 
and  art,  but  that  it  should  also  represent  on  its 
shelves  the  whole  range  of  knowledge, — 
philology,  philosophy,  and  religion.  I  know 
that  the  influence  of  such  a  collection,  the 
opportunity  offered  to  those  who  look  over  its 
shelves  of  knowing  what  is  included  broadly 
in  the  range  of  human  knowledge,  is  of  ex- 
treme value.  We  have  found  this  in  our  own 
experience,  that  books  which  are  read  unex- 
pectedly sometimes  have  a  large  influence. 
In  one  branch  library  in  an  iron-working  ward, 
a  copy  of  Jowett*s  Plato  was  placed  in  the 
initial  collection  and  that  book  has  been  drawn 
and  read  to  a  surprising  extent. 

Mr.  Hill:  The  idea  expressed  in  my  paper 
related  to  a  building  pretty  well  filled  with 
books.  We  all  know  that  a  branch  library 
building  has  only  a  certain  capacity,  and  we  do 
not  want  more  than  a  certain  number  of  volumes 
in  the  branch  anyway,  and  some  provision 
must  be  made  to  have  those  books  accessible. 
It  was  that  thought  that  I  wished  to  express, 
and  not  to  take  out  those  books  of  power 
which  Mr.  Brett  has  referred  to. 

Adjourned  12.40  P.  M. 

SEVENTH  SESSION. 
(OcKANsiDE  Hotel  Casino,  Friday  Even- 
ing, June  20.) 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  President 
Billings  at  8.15. 
The  secretary  announced  the 

election  of  officers, 

giving  the  result  of  the  balloting  as  follows  : 

President :  James  K.  Hosmer,  204, 
/si  Vice-Prest'defit :  James  H.  Canfield,  192. 
2d  Vice-President :  Anne  Wallace,  199. 
Treasurer:  Gardner  M.Jones,  204. 


Recorder:  Helen  E.  Haines,  202. 

Trustee  of  Endowment  Fund:  Alexander 
Maitland,  187. 

A.  L,  A.  Council:  Melvil  Dewey,  155  ;  Ernest 
C.Richardson,  137;  N.  D.  C.  Hodges,  113; 
William  T.  Peoples,  110;  Lutie  E.  Steams,  107, 

James  L.  Whitney  read  a  paper  on 

incidents   in   the   history    of    the     BOSTON' 

PUBLIC    LIBRAHY. 

{See  p.  16.) 
Walter  H.  Page  delivered  an  address  on 

A     CLOSER     relation    BETWEEN    LIBRARIANS 
AND    PUBLISHERS. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  —  Two  wicked 
persons  of  importance  in  your  Association,  with 
the  connivance,  I  think,  of  others  of  like  malig- 
nity, have  propounded  to  me  a  set  of  quebtioni 
which  I  am  asked  to  answer.  These  questions 
are  constructed  not  at  all  with  reference  to  anr- 
thing  that  I  thought  to  say,  but  only  with 
reference  to  the  difficulty  of  answering  them. 

The  first  question  is,  *'  Is  the  publication  of 
novels  necessary  to  a  publishing  house?**  I 
should  say  that  a  great  deal  depends  on  the 
publishing  house  and  a  good  deal  more  on 
the  novels.  The  ideal  publishing  house,  as 
viewed  by  librarians,  would  be  one,  I  fancv, 
that  should  turn  out  books  which  would  give 
no  trouble  to  the  librarians,  and  give  no  trouble 
to  their  readers,  and  novels  give  a  great  deal  ot 
trouble  to  both.  This  question  seems  to  have 
been  thrown  at  me,  the  only  publisher  in  reach 
(and  I  observe  that  in  all  these  questions  the 
publisher  is  put  upon  the  defensive),  as  a  sort 
of  implication  that  publishing  houses  publi&h 
what  they  find  Iprofitable  and  not  what,  from 
some  other  considerations,  they  ought  to  pub- 
lish. I  venture  the  assertion,  therefore,  that 
as  much  money  is  lost  by  publishers  in  pub- 
lishing novels  as  is  made  by  them.  A  publish- 
ing house,  if  it  have  the  courage,  can  eust 
without  publishing  bad  novels ;  but  I  think 
any  publishing  house  that  has  an  opportunitv 
of  getting  a  great  novel  would  not  do  its  dutv 
if  it  failed  to  publish  it. 

Question  two :  **  Does  the  number  of  book, 
manuscripts  increase?  and  do  they  show  im- 
provement from  year  to  year?"  They  do 
increase,  1  assure  you, —  increase  in  much  faster 
ratio  than  the  population  Increases,  faster  than 
Mr.  Carnegie  has  built  libraries,   faster  than 


SEVENTH  SESSION, 


167 


the  number  of  librarians.  Whether  they  show 
improvement  from  year  to  year,  I  venture  this 
guess :  the  number  of  illiterate  or  hopeless 
manuscripts  is  decreasing  decidedly.  Pub- 
lishers receive  by  no  means  so  many  from 
schoolgirls  and  schoolboys.  The  number  of 
great  manuscripts,  well,  they  have  never  been 
numerous  since  I  have  known  them.  The 
number  that  tempt  us  to  publish  them  because 
they  are  written  with  all  the  outward  form  of 
literary  excellence  —  they  do  increase  enor- 
mously, for  there  seem  to  be  thousands  of 
them.  All  they  lack  is  the  breath  of  life.  If 
sometimes  you  are  wearied  with  the  number 
of  printed  books  that  ought  never  to  have  been 
published,  I  pray  you  in  common  charity  to 
remember  what  the  publisher  saves  you  from  ! 

The  next  question  is  —  and  you  will  see  that 
there  is  a  considerable  variety  in  the  progressive 
embarrassment  of  these  interrogatories  —  **  Are 
publishers  less  willing  than  formerly  to  pub- 
lish books  of  literary  value  that  entail  a  present 
loss  ?  "  If  a  publisher  is  wise  enough  to  recog- 
nize in  manuscript  among  the  books  which  he 
knows  will  entail  a  present  loss  one  that  will 
bring  an  ultimate  profit,  he  will  almost  al- 
ways publish  it ;  and  if  you  have  the  wisdom 
to  show  him  which  books  there  are  that  may 
be  depended  upon  to  bring  an  ultimate  profit, 
he  will  welcome  your  help.  The  meaning  of 
this  —  the  hidden  and  subtle  meaning  —  is, 
**  What  is  the  publisher  here  for?"  I  will  try 
to  answer  that  question  further  on. 

Let  me  turn  to  the  next  question  :  **  In  other 
words,  does  the  present  tendency  in  publishing 
show  a  wish  on  the  part  of  publishers  to  develop 
literature,  or  contentment  to  be  mere  merchants 
of  popular  wares?"  There  are  publishers  and 
publishers,  ladies  and  gentlemen.  I  have  never 
known  one  that  objected  to  being  a  merchant 
of  popular  wares.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pub- 
lisher who  deserves  to  be  called  a  publisher, 
the  publisher  that  you  respect,  takes  a  pride  in 
throwing  away  possible  income  every  year  for 
the  sake  of  publishing  what  he  hopes  will  turn 
out  to  be  literature.  I  resent  the  implication 
of  that  question. 

The  next  question  is,  **  Is  not  the  tendency 
of  popular  magazines  and  novels  to  degrade  the 
popular  taste  and  style?"  No,  because  those 
people  who  read  those  magazines  and  those 
novels  that  have  no  intellectual  value,  read  them 
for  the  same  reason  that  they  play  ping-pong. 


They  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  intellectual 
life  whatever,  and  they  give  as  innocent  amuse- 
ment as  progressive  euchre.  The  framers  of 
that  question  made  one  mistake  which,  I  fear, 
librarians  often  make,  namely,  that  they  call 
anything  that  is  bound  a  book,  no  matter  what 
it  contains.  Physically,  I  suppose  it  is,  but 
from  the  right-minded  publisher's  point  of 
view,  it  is  not.  Some  are  soiled  paper ;  others 
are  books ;  others  are  literature.  Those  maga- 
zines and  those  novels,  upon  which  people 
waste  time  —  they  would  waste  their  time  on 
something  else  if  these  did  not  exist.  Why 
deny  them  this  pleasure?  I  maintain  that  the 
man  or  the  woman  who  has  ever  contracted  the 
real  reading  habit,  and  has  developed  the  intel- 
lectual life,  is  not  disturbed  by  all  this  flow  of 
frothy  matter  which  comes  because  we  have 
fast  presses,  cheap  paper,  and  cheap  postage. 
It  has  no  more  to  do  with  literature  proper  than 
the  development  of  so  many  other  popular  pas- 
times. It  is  a  popular  delusion  to  conclude 
that,  because  an  idle  man  reads  a  silly  book,  he 
would  read  a  good  book  if  he  didn't  have  the 
silly  one.  That  kind  of  man  will  never  read  a 
good  book  anyhow.  It  is  your  duty  and  your 
privilege  as  librarians  to  change  his  taste  if  you 
can.  Therefore,  I  throw  that  question  back  at 
you. 

The  next  question  is,  '*  Why  are  the  popular 
magazines  not  better?  "  That  is,  I  suppose,  why 
are  they  not  more  interesting  to  the  intel- 
lectual class  ?  I  can  answer  that  question  with 
some  feeling  and  with  some  accuracy.  I  am 
absolutely  sure  of  this :  the  reason  why  they 
are  not  more  interesting  to  the  intellectual 
class  is  that  the  intellectual  class  does  not  write 
in  a  more  interesting  way.  There  is  no  other 
answer.  The  magazines  —  Heaven  knows 
they  are  bad !  I  should  be  the  last  man  on 
earth  to  defend  even  the  best  of  them.  I  have 
had  my  hand  in  making  —  I  should  not  under- 
take to  say  how  many ;  but  I  have  never,  made 
one  and  I  have  never  seen  one  made  that  was 
more  than  a  respectable  pile  of  debris  beside 
the  plan  that  it  was  fir^t  constructed  by.  The 
reason  that  vou  have  this  mere  rubbish  and 
trash  in  the  magazines  is  because  the  poor 
editor  cannot  get  anything  better,  and  the 
audience  that  blames  him  is  itself  blame- 
worthy.    Why  do  you  not  write  better  ? 

Now,  when  you  talk  about  the  degradation 
of  style  by  the  bad  contents  of  the  magazines. 
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I  have  one  very  emphatic  word  to  say.     The 
men  who  write,  or  who  think  that  they  write, 
our  contemporary    literature,  —  I    mean    the 
men   who  have   some  happiness  of*  style, — 
seldom  have  any  ideas.    The  men  who  have 
ideas  cannot  express  them  so  that  an  educated 
man  takes  great  pleasure  in  reading  them.     Of 
course,  this  is  a  sweeping  generalization.    No 
man  need  receive  it  unto  himself,  but  he  is  at 
liberty  to  apply  it  to  all  his  neighbors.    The 
truth  of  the  matter  is,  our  style  ought  to  better. 
Effective  style   is  changing.    The   somewhat 
leisurely  style  of    a    generation  or  two    ago 
pleased  the  small  circle  of  readers  within  its 
reach,  — a  mere  little  company  which  by  com- 
parison might  have  been  got  into  one  room,  a 
company  who  had  leisure  and  who   liked   to 
read  that  kind  of  style.     Now  the  great  world 
is  forging  forward  in  all  its  departments  of 
thought  as  in  all  its  industrial  development,  and 
the  style  suited  to  our  time  is  different.    The 
man  who  would  write  convincingly  or  enter- 
tainingly of  things  of  our  day  and  our  time, 
must  write  with  more  directness,  with  more 
clearness,  with  greater  nervous  force ;  and  the 
teaching  of  composition  and   the   practice  of 
style  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  development 
of  our  intellectual    life,   at   any  rate    in   the 
United  States.     I  would,  as  poor  an  editor  as 
I  am,  contract  without  ,the  slightest  hesitation 
to  make  a  better  magazine  than  you  have  ever 
seen,  if  I  could  find  people  who  could  write  it 
well ;  and  every  other  editor  who  is  struggling 
to  do  his  duty  would  tell  you  the  same  thing  if 
he  spoke  with  the  frankness  that  is  provoked 
by  such  questions  as  these. 

Next,  *•  Why  do  they — that  is,  the  maga- 
zines —  not  publish  more  critical  articles  ?  "  In 
the  first  place,  nobody  cares  for  them ;  in  the 
second  place,  nobody  produces  them  in  an  in- 
teresting fashion.  A  magazine  deserves  to  die 
that  is  not  interesting.  Now,  the  gentlemen 
and  the  ladies  — young  ones,  generally —  who 
write  critical  literature,  do  not  make  it  interest- 
ing. Besides,  we  have  never  taken  to  critical 
literature.  There]  is  not  enough  kept  alive  in 
our  language  to  make  a  row  of  books  that  would 
stretch  across  this  table.  They  do  exist  per- 
haps in  the  libraries ;  but  nobody  ever  asks  you 
for  them,  and  you  never  take  them  from  the 
shelves. 

The  next  question  is,  "  Is  writing  adequately 
paid  for  ?  "    Great  writing  never  was  and  never 


will  be.  Even  good  writing  never  will  be.  But 
in  this  day  and  generation,  poor  writing  is  paid 
for  twice  and  thrice.  Since  I  have  known  the 
current  prices  of  ordinary  writing  the  hack 
rates  have  doubled,  and  instead  of  living  in 
Grub  street,  the  hack  can  now  live  in  an  apart- 
ment. The  ordinary  rate  for  hack  writing  is 
higher  than  the  wages  paid  to  carpenters  and 
plumbers  and  other  journeymen;  but  as  for 
paying  for  literature  —  never  I  There  is  no 
way  under  heaven  whereby  it  can  be  paid  for. 
Yet  this  is  true ;  the  income  to  authors  is  con- 
stantly rising,  and  there  are  tasks  —  delightful 
and  useful  tasks  —  in  book  making  and  in  mag- 
azine making,  which  every  successful  publisher 
would  be  willing  to  pay  munificently  for,  if  he 
could  find  the  men  and  the  women  who  could 
do  them  well  enough. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  if  I  have  answered  these 
questions  with   any  enlightenment,  I   should 
like  to  say  a  word  about  the  relation  of  editors 
and  publishers  (for,  as  I  have  said,  I  regard 
them  as  one,  because  a  man  who  edits  a  maga- 
zine, and  a  man  who  conducts  a  publishing 
house,  does  one  and  the  same  thing)  to  libra- 
ries and  to  librarians.     We  both  serve  the  pub- 
lic.   We  may  have  whatever  ideals  we  wish, 
yet  our  one  great  master  is  the  reading  public. 
That  is  the  only  master  that  is  worth  serving 
in  a  democracy ;  and  when  you  do  your  duty, 
and  your  institutions  reach  their  highest  use- 
fulness, and  when  I  do  my  duty,  and  the  insti- 
tution that  I  serve  reaches  its  highest  useful- 
ness, we  recognize  our  obligations  to  a  democ- 
racy, and  we  live  up  to  them  the  best  we  can. 
Now,  since  we  are  both  driving  at  the  same 
great  purpose,  how  do  we  work  together,  and 
how  might  we  work  tbgether?    Our  chief  re- 
lations now,  I  fear,  are  financial.    The  publisher 
comes  to  the  librarian,  or  sends  to  him,  saying, 
*'  For  the  love  of  Heaven,  buy  my  books.**  You 
answer  him  pugnaciously,  and  tell  him  that  he 
charges  too  much  for  his  books,  when  the  truth 
of  the  matter  is  that  all  good,  new  books,  are 
too  cheap.    They  are  so  cheap  that  the  publish- 
ers cannot  well  thrive  on  them.     There  Is  a  con- 
fusion of  thought  here  which  it  becomes  you 
and  the  public  you  serve  to  take  into  account. 
Magazines  are  cheap   because   the  advertiser 
pays  for  them.     Newspapers  are  cheap  because 
the  advertiser  pays  for  them.  Books  that  go  into 
great  popular  editions  are  cheap  because  when 
you  put  out  a  great  popular  edition,  the  cost  per 
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copy  is  lessened,  and  the  books  can  be  sold  for 
conventional  prices.  But  when  you  have  books 
that  are  new,  and  the  authors  must  be  paid, 
and  the  publisher  has  to  bring  them  out  after 
great  expense  to  maintain  his  plant,  the  current 
prices  are  lower  than  they  ought  to  be,  and 
lower  than  they  will  be,  for  books  have  not 
even  the  cheap  postal  rate  that  newspapers  and 
periodicals  have.  I  say  this  not  at  all  with 
reference  to  your  present  contention  with  the 
Publishers'  Association,  but  with  reference  to 
the  general  proposition  that  good  new  litera- 
ture, which  is  not  published  in  great  editions, 
and  has  not  great  popularity,  is  cheaper  than 
it  ought  to  be,  or  than  it  can  afford  to  be.  The 
margin  of  profit  to  the  author  and  to  the  pub- 
lisher has  become  almost  nothing  on  good 
books,  of  which  less  than  three  or  four  or  five 
thousand  copies  are  sold ;  and  it  is  the  sad  ex- 
perience of  many  a  publisher  to  find  that  he 
must  sell  two  or  three  thousand  copies  of  a 
book  at  the  price  that  you  and  the  public  pay 
for  it  before  he  has  paid  his  plant  account,  to 
say  nothing  of  his  costly  running  expenses. 

But  it  was  not  the  financial  relation  between 
your  profession  and  mine  that  I  had  it  in  mind 
to  speak  of.  I  should  wish  that  your  great  pro- 
fession and  my  own  should  come  into  closer 
intellectual  relationship,  and  it  is  this  that  I 
wish  to  speak  of. 

You  are  good  enough  to  report  to  us  —  and 
you  do  a  very  genuine  service,  which  every 
publisher  appreciates  —  when  a  book  cpmes  to 
you  that  is  not  well  made.  You  report  also 
inaccuracies  which  you  find  and  which  your 
readers  find  in  books.  That  also  is  a  favor 
which  every  honorable  publisher  appreciates. 
You  also  send  to  certain  literary  periodicals  a 
list  of  the  most  popular  new  books.  That  is  a 
certain  advertising  service,  but  it  is  transitory 
and  amounts  to  little,  for  the  first  popularity  of 
a  book  is  a  judgment  of  it  that  is  not  worth 
taking  into  serious  consideration.  Contem- 
porary criticism,  for  instance,  of  fiction,  is  not 
worth  the  reading  or  the  writing  down.  Every 
publisher  that  has  lived  long  enough  to  know 
something  about  literature  appreciates  that  fact 
as  well  as  you  do. 

But  there  is  one  service  which  the  librarians 
can  render  to  the  publisher  which  should  ena- 
ble him,  through  you,  to  render  a  greater  ser- 
vice to  the  public  that  we  all  serve.  Report  to 
us  what  the  public  wants.     I  mean  the  noble 


and  dignified  wants  of  the  public.  You  are  in 
a  position  to  know  what  the  intellegent  com- 
munity about  you  desires  for  its  intellectual 
development,  for  you  occupy  a  closer  relation 
to  them  than  any  other  class  of  men  and 
women  in  the  world.  If  you  would  report  to 
us  what  you  think  of  the  new  books  that  come 
to  you  and  what  the  intellectual  people  who 
frequent  your  libraries  think  of  them,  that 
would  be  a  service  that  any  honorable  publisher 
would  thank  you  most  heartily  for.  I  think 
that  every  one  of  us  who  has  a  noble  ideal 
would  welcome  the  opportunity  and  even  give 
a  year  or  more  of  his  working  life  if  he  could 
sit  at  your  desks  for  a  while  and  hear  what  you 
hear  and  get  the  point  of  view  of  the  people  as 
you  get  it.  And  when  I  say  report  to  us  what 
the  people  want,  understand  me,  I  do  not 
mean  the  shallow  and  transitory  popularity  of 
some  idea,  but  I  mean  their  real  intellectual 
need;  for  the  publisher  wishes  to  serve  his 
public  and  to  serve  it  so  well  that  he  will  build 
himself  an  institution  on  that  service. 

For  instance,  what  kind  of  books,  what  great 
group  of  books,  do  you  think  ought  to  be  taken 
in  hand  for  the  next  generation  of  readers?  In 
the  memory  of  the  youngest  of  us,  American 
history  has  been  re- written,  and  there  were 
librarians  twenty  years  ago  who  could  have 
foretold  that,  who  could  have  seen  it;  there 
were  librarians  —  one  honored  one  in  particu- 
lar, who  had  a  great  hand  in  doing  it  in  his 
own  way.  More  lately,  almost  since  yester- 
day, there  has  sprung  up  a  great  group  of 
books  about  nature  study,  many  of  them  v^ry 
excellent  books.  You  saw  how  the  teaching  in 
the  schools  and  the  growing  love  of  out-door 
life  were  bringing  that  about,  and  you  could 
anticipate  the  publisher's  knowledge  of  such 
opportunities  as  these  if  you  would  be  kind 
enough  to  remember  them. 

These  would  be  positive  services.  Of  course, 
really  great  books  cannot  be  foretold.  Really 
bad  books  you  need  never  pay  any  attention  to. 
They  are  not  even  worth  discouraging,  for 
they  are  sure  to  die  young.  But  it  is  that  great 
middle  class  of  books,  information  books, 
books  which  serve  a  useful  purpose,  —  they  form 
the  greater  part  of  what  the  people  whom  you 
serve  read  and  the  greater  part  of  what  the 
publishers  publish.  These  are  matters  of  cal- 
culation, and  it  would  be  a  great  service  which 
you  would  render  the  public  and  that  I  assure 
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you  my  profession  would  most  heartily  thank 
you  for,  if  you  gave  us  systematically  the  bene- 
fit of  the  conclusions  which  you  draw  from 
your  daily  contact  with  the  people. 

The  librarian  a  little  while  ago  was  a  mere 
custodian  of  books;  then  he  became  the  dis- 
tributor of  books ;  now  he  has  become  the  di- 
rector of  the  reading  of  the  people.  That  is  a 
noble  evolution.  Now,  if  you  w^ill  go  one  step 
further  and  so  far  anticipate  the  intellectual 
needs  of  the  people  as  to  suggest  what  ought  to 
be  done  to  meet  those  needs,  then  I  say  your 
profession  will  reach  its  fullest  bloom,  and  we 
shall  have  closer  intellectual  relations. 

The  publisher  in  the  meantime  is  either  a 
mere  manfacturer  of  books  or  he  is  taunted  by 
you  as  being  a  mere  salesman  of  books,  and  he 
is  asked  why  it  is  that  the  books  which  he  pub- 
lishes are  so  bad.  He  also  has  a  positive  and 
creative  function,  for  he  can  encourage  the 
making  of  good  books  and  build  an  institution 
if  he  can  catch  enough  suggestions  of  the  way 
the  intellectual  leaders  of  the  people  are  going. 

All  that  I  have  said  about  books  is  applicable 
to  magazines.  If  you  find  the  magazines  dull, 
as  you  do,  — else  you  must  be  easily  contented, 
—  there  is  one  way  in  which  you  can  help  to 
remedy  the  trouble.  There  is  not  a  magazine 
editor  in  America  —  I  mean,  one  worth  consid- 
ing,  who  is  trying  to  do  a  serious  task  nobly  — 
who  would  not  be  under  profound  obligations 
to  3'ou,  if  you  would  write  him  and  tell  him 
what  the  people  would  be  interested  in,  what 
would  elevate  them,  and  most  of  all  tell  him 
who  under  heaven  can  write  it  well. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  that  inflict  books 
upon  you  go  through  our  routine  year  after 
year,  sending  you  tons  of  trash  and  complain- 
ing that  you  do  not  buy  it.  You,  in  your 
routine,  have  card-cataloged  all  dead  literature 
to  a  double  death,  so  that  a  man  who  wishes  to 
find  one  single  fact  in  ten  years  can  be  sure  to 
find  that  in  your  libraries  whether  he  ever  find 
a  new  book  or  not.  And  these  things  are  in* 
evitable,  I  suppose ;  they  are  necessary  parts  of 
our  work;  they  are  the  routine  whereby  we 
live ;  but  let  neither  of  us  forget  that  our  great 
work  is  the  work  of  institution-building,  for 
that  is  the  primary  impulse  of  intellectual  life. 
You  are  making  the  libraries  one  of  the  great- 
est and  most  useful  institutions  in  our  civiliza* 
tion.  We  are  trying  to  make  our  publishing 
houses  useful  institutions  also,  but  we  shall  all 


be  duller  than  the  dullest  magazine  and  as 
monotonous  as  the  most  rigid  card  catalog  if 
we  do  not  throw  into  our  labor  some  imagina- 
tive, some  constructive  purpose.  If  through 
all  the  routine  of  your  work  you  see  the  final 
purpose  of  it, — which  is  to  quicken  the  intel- 
lectual life  of  the  people,  —  then  your  profes- 
sion becomes  ennobled.  Without  that  you  are 
mere  clerks,  handing  books  across  a  counter, 
and  without  that  I  am  a  mere  dealer  in  soiled 
paper  bound  between  covers. 

The  most  impressive  spectacle  that  has  ever 
presented  itself,  I  think,  in  the  history  of  the 
world  is  the  industrial  development  which  we 
witness  from  one  end  of  our  country  to  the 
other.  But  it  is  only  a  forerunner,  as  I  look  at 
it,  of  an  equally  diversified  and  wonderful  in- 
tellectual development  of  our  democracy  if  we 
succeed  really  in  quickening  the  intellectual 
life  of  all  the  people.  Of  all  the  people,  I  re- 
peat, for  as  many  as  you  reach  by  the  magnifi- 
cent development  of  your  libraries  whereby 
you  send  books  home  to  sick  children  and  to 
old  women,  and  as  many  as  we  are  supposed 
to  reach  by  the  grace  of  cheap  paper  and  cheap 
postage  for  our  magazines,  yet  the  truth  re- 
mains that  we  have  not  yet  touched  the  fringes 
of  the  intelligence  of  this  growing  democracy. 
Let  your  imagination  work  upon  the  problem, 
how  we  may  really  reach  the  intelligence  of  the 
people  so  as  to  quicken  it.  Then  when  we  do 
that,  both  your  profession  and  mine  will  have 
the  noblest  task,  I  think,  along  with  that  of  the 
school-master,  that  it  was  ever  given  men  to  do 
—  the  intellectual  guidance  of  a  democracy. 

President  Billings  :  I  know  that  I  voice  the 
sentiment  of  the  Association  in  returning 
thanks  to  Mr.  Page  for  his  humorous,  instruc- 
tive, and  eloquent  address. 

Miss  Isabel  Ely  Lord  read  a  paper  on 

THE    GIFT   EXTREMELY   RARE. 

CSee  p.  34.) 
Lindsay  Swipt  spoke  on 

PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  AND   PUBLICITY.* 

The  secretary  read  the  report  of  business 
transacted  by  the  Council,'  and  presented  the 
following  resolutions  as  submitted  by  the  Coun- 
cil : 

1  Mr.  Swift's  paper  was  not  furnished  for  publication. 
*  See  transactions  of  Council  and  executive  board,  ap- 
pended. 
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CARKEGIB  ENDOWMENT. 

Resolved^  That  Andrew  Carnegie's  gift 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  offered 
through  the  President  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  be  accepted,  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  donor,  namely,  that  it  be  kept  as  a 
special  fund,  the  income  of  which  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  preparation  and  publication  of 
such  reading-lists,  indexes,  and  other  biblio- 
g^phical  and  library  aids  as  would  be  specially 
useful  in  the  circulating  libraries  of  this  coun- 
try. 

Resolved^  That  the  amount  thus  given  be 
designated  as  The  Carnegie  Fund,  and  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  trustees  of  the  Endow- 
ment Fund,  whose  treasurer  is  authorized  to 
receive  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  Association. 


RELATIONS  WITH  THE  BOOK  TRADE. 

Whereas^  The  system  of  net  prices  maintained 
by  the  American  Publishers*  Association  has 
resulted  in  an  unexpectedly  large  increase  in 
the  price  of  books  to  libraries;  and 

WAereaSj  That  increase  has  worked  great 
hardship  upon  libraries  in  limiting  their  pur- 
chases of  current  books,  diminishing  their 
power  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  public, 
and  narrowing  their  influence  and  opportuni- 
ties as  educational  institutions;  and 

WJkereas,  The  interests  of  the  library  and  the 
bookseller  should  be  closely  allied; 

Resoivedt  That  the  American  Library  Associ- 
tion  urges  the  American  Publishers'  Associa- 
tion to  make  such  arrangement  that  libraries 
may  secure  an  increased  discount  over  the 
present  allowance  on  net  books,  and  may  not 
be  unduly  restricted  in  dealing  with  book- 
sellers. 


It  was  Votedy  That  the  report  be  approved 
and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Dr.  James  K.  Hosmbr,  who  was  introduced 
as  the  newly  elected  president,  presented  the 

report  of  committee  on  resolutions. 

Resolvedt  That  the  gift  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  the  American  Library 
Association,  representing  the  libraries  of  all 
sections  of  the  country,  as  a  fund  for  the  pub- 
lication of  bibliographies  and  lists  for  the 
general  use  of  circulating  libraries,  is  a  timely 
and  fitting  complement  to  Andrew  Carnegie^ 
generous  gifts  to  individual  libraries,  —  that 
the  Association  expresses  to  the  donor  its 
sincere  and  grateful  thanks,  and  the  assurance 


that  it  will  do  its  best  toward  a  wise  and  zeal- 
ous administration  of  the  trust. 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  desires  to 
express  in  warm  terms  its  sense  of  the  wisdom, 
persistence,  and  munificence  of  our  esteemed 
friend  and  fellow-member,  Mr.  George  lies,  as 
conspicuously  shown  in  planning  and  carrying 
to  completion  a  work  so  very  important  as  the 
just  published  **  Guide  to  the  literature  of 
American  history." 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  thanks 
heartily  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club,  our 
hospitable  host,  for  smoothing  our  way  hither, 
for  superintending  so  efficiently  our  enter- 
tainment, and  for  its  kind  thought  as  to  post- 
conference  enjoyments. 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  acknowl- 
edges with  thanks  the  welcome  of  the  Trus- 
tees and  staff  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  at 
the  beginning  of  the  conference. 

Also,  the  hospitality  of  the  Harvard  Univer- 
sity and  of  the  Cambridge  Public  Libraries  on 
June  i6th,  during  the  visit  to  Cambridge, 

Also,  the  courtesy  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
affording  the  harbor  excursion,  and  of  the  un- 
known mend  who  gave  us  the  trolley  ride. 

Resolved,  That  the  Association  acknowl- 
edges with  gratitude  the  courtesy  of  Miss 
Katharine  P.  and  Miss  Louise  Loring  in  ex- 
tending to  us  the  hospitalities  of  Burnside, 
Beverly,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  17th, 

Also,  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Covell  and 
the  Magnolia  Public  Library  for  the  use  of 
Library  Hall,  free  of  charge,  for  meetings 
throughout  the  conference. 

Also,  the  good  services  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  New  Magnolia,  the  Oceanside,  and  the 
Hesperus,  throughout  this  happy  meeting  of 
1902. 

t.  w"rr«ws.  1  ^«""-'«"  - 

Katharine  Sharp,    I 


Resolutions* 


It  was  Voted,  That  the  report  be  unanimously 
accepted. 

Dr.  Billings  :  I  ask  the  Association  to  ac- 
cept my  very  sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  way 
in  which  they  have  seconded  my  effort  to  make 
the  programs  of  the  general  session,  at  all 
events,  go  off  on  time  and  without  interrup- 
tion. I  appreciate  it  highly.  I  know  that 
without  such  aid  it  would  have  been  a  failure. 
I  now  turn  over  this  historic  gavel  of  the  As- 
sociation to  you,  Mr.  President,  and  say  good- 
by. 

Adjourned  10.30  P.  M. 
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COLLEGE   AND  REFERENCE   SECTION. 


•THE  College  and  Reference  Section  of  the 
American  Library  Association  held  a  meet- 
ing in  Library  Hall,  Magnolia,  Mass.,  on  the 
morning  of  June  i8.  The  chairman,  Azariah 
S.  Root,  presided,  and  in  the  absence  of 
Walter  M.  Smith,  Charles  Alexander  Nelson 
was  appointed  secretary /r<>  Urn.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  at  9.45,  and  was  opened 
with  an  address  by  Anderson  H.  Hopkins  on 

THE    UNIVERSITY   LIBRARY  .'   ITS  ORGANIZATION 

AND   ITS   RELATION   TO   THE   OTHER 

DEPARTMENTS. 

(^See  p.  10.) 

The  chairman  called  upon  W.  C.  Lane  for  a 
review  of  Mr.  Hopkins*  paper. 

W.  C.  Lane  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  somewhat 
as  if  I  were  in  the  place  of  Balaam,  whom  the 
king  of  the  Moabites  called  to  help  him  by 
cursing  the  children  of  Israel.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  will  be  my  fate  that  my  steed  will 
refuse  to  go  forward,  and  perhaps  when  I  come 
to  the  point  I  shall  find  no  words  with  which 
to  curse.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  I  succeed  in 
cursing  roundly,  I  hope  Mr.  Hopkins  will  not 
mind. 

In  my  opinion  the  most  interesting  point 
in  Mr.  Hopkins*  paper  was  what  he  had  to  say 
in  regard  to  the  connection  of  the  museum  and 
the  library.  I  am  inclined  to  take  issue  with 
what  he  said  at  first  concerning  the  relation  of 
the  laboratory  to  these  two.  But  this  he  modi- 
fied a  little  in  the  latter  part  of  his  paper.  At 
first  he  distinguished  the  laboratory  from  the 
museum  on  the  ground  that  the  latter  con- 
tained permanent  and  the  former  temporary 
material  —  material  which  is  used  up  in  the 
using.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  better  ground  on 
which  to  establish  the  relation  of  these  three 
departments  is  that  the  library  and  the  museum 
both  contain  the  material  of  research,  while 
the  laboratory  is  the  place  where  it  is  uBed, 
From  this  point  of  view,  the  special  seminary 
or  departmental  library  should  be  regarded  as 
a  laboratory,  and  it  in  fact  bears  the  same  re- 
lation to  the  general  library  that  a  natural 
science  laboratory  bears,  or  should  bear,  to  the 
museum.  Certain  subjects  such  as  botany, 
zo&logy,   geology,   mineralogy,    have     to     be 


studied  in  the  museum,  and  their  laboratories 
should  be  in  the  museum.  Other  subjects,  like 
chemistry  and  physics,  do  not  require  collec- 
tions of  specimens  to  the  same  degree  as  the 
former,  and  their  buildings  may  be  separate 
from  both  museum  and  library.  Other  sub- 
jects, such  as  history,  literature,  and  economics, 
use  as  their  material  of  study  the  collections  of 
the  library,  and  use  them  in  very  much  the 
same  way  as  the  naturalist  uses  the  collections 
of  the  museum.  The  library,  or  some  part  of 
it,  is  itself  their  laboratory.  Let  us  then  con- 
sider the  laboratory  as  an  adjunct  of  the 
museum  and  the  library  rather  than  of  the 
school. 

I  had  not  realized,  until  Mr.  Hopkins  spoke 
of  it,  that  scientific  men  commonly  feel  con- 
tempt for  the  museum.  I  heard  Mr.  Agassis 
at  the  University  Museum  in  Cambridge  the 
other  day,  in  an  address  which  summed  up  in 
a  most  interesting  way  the  history  of  that 
museum,  speak  of  the  Harvard  Museum  as  the 
only  one  which  was  organized  on  a  scientific 
basis  as  a  means  of  instruction.  I  was  not 
prepared  at  the  time  to  accept  his  statement, 
but  if  what  Mr.  Hopkins  says  of  the  attitude  of 
scientific  men  is  true,  the  cause  must  be  found 
in  the  imperfect  organization  to  which  Mr. 
Agassiz  alludes.  I  am  happy,  from  daily  ob- 
servation, to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
the  standing  and  the  methods  of  the  University 
Museum  at  Harvard  are  quite  different  from 
this.  It  is  the  necessary  working  place  of  the 
naturalist,  and  all  the  instruction  in  natural 
history  is  centred  there. 

Now  this  brings  up  what,  it  seems  to  roe, 
will  be  a  very  important  point  for  us  to  consider 
in  the  future  in  regard  to  our  libraries.  We 
are  naturally  inclined  to  strengthen  the  uni- 
versity library  as  a  whole  and  to  keep  it  com- 
prehensive and  well  filled  out  on  everv  side, 
and  to  resent  any  proposed  division  of  it  into 
parts.  Some  universities,  it  is  true,  have 
started  on  the  opposite  principle,  and  have  a 
library  divided  up  into  many  groups  without 
any  strong  central  library,  or  making  a  centrtl 
library  simply  of  what  is  lefl  over,  so  to  speak, 
from  the  departments.  Those  of  us  who  are 
connected  with  older    libraries,   which    have 
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started  on  the  other  principle,  mistrust  the 
final  outcome  of  the  newer  multiple  establish- 
ments. But  if  you  will  take  into  account  what 
Mr.  Hopkins  has  said  this  morning,  and  what 
is  very  true  in  regard  to  the  connection  of  the 
museum  and  the  library,  it  may  yet  appear 
that  the  university  library  must  eventually  be 
split  into  two  great  divisions  —  one,  a  scientific 
division  to  be  administered  in  direct  connection 
with  the  museum,  so  that  the  books  shall  be 
directly  at  hand  for  the  scientific  worker,  the 
other,  the  historical,  literary,  and  economic 
division.  The  dividing  line  is  not  easy  to 
draw.  There  is  no  natural  line  of  cleavage  of 
this  kind,  and  perhaps  the  difficulties  of  forcing 
one  are  too  great;  but  if  it  is  to  be  made,  it 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  here,  once  for 
all,  rather  than  in  a  multitude  of  different 
directions.  Otherwise,  the  library  is  scattered 
into  an  indefinite  number  of  small  fragmentary 
collections.  This  does  not  of  course  affect  the 
question  of  maintaining  special  supplementary 
reference  libraries  for  laboratory  use. 

We  come  now  to  another  point  that  Mr. 
Hopkins  dwelt  upon  —  the  administrative  or- 
ganization of  the  library.  He  says  that  the 
library  is  co-extensive  with  the  university,  by 
which  is  meant,  I  suppose,  that  it  is  of  almost 
equal  use  to  all  departments  of  the  university 
and  must  provide  for  all  departments.  That  is 
perfectly  true,  but  I  do  not  see  that  it  necessa- 
rily follows  —  as  Mr.  Hopkins  took  for  granted 
—  that  its  administration  should  be  modelled 
aAer  the  administration  of  the  university.  Its 
administration  should  be  directed,  of  course,  to 
securing  the  best  result  in  what  it  undertakes 
to  do ;  but  the  fact  that  it  has  many  interests 
and  that  it  is  allied  to  many  departments  does 
not  make  its  organization  necessarily  parallel 
to  the  organization  of  the  university.  It  has 
its  external  and  its  internal  relations,  to  be 
sure,  but  whv  its  directorate  should  be  com- 
posed  of  the  three  persons  that  Mr.  Hopkins 
has  named,  I  do  not  see.  The  other  two  be- 
sides the  librarian  represent,  I  suppose,  the 
faculty  and  the  board  of  trust,  the  president 
of  the  university  representing  the  faculty  inters 
est  and  the  president  of  the  board  of  trust  rep- 
resenting the  financial  direction  of  the  insti- 
tution. These  two  presidents  are  usually  one 
and  the  same  person ;  and  if  they  are  I  see  no 
reason  why,  as  Mr.  Hopkins  has  suggested,  the 
board  of  trust  need  have  another  representative 


beside  the  president  of  the  university.  As  the 
matter  looks  to  me,  it  is  better  stated  in  this 
way :  The  librarian  is  the  responsible  ex- 
ecutive head  who  directs  the  current  course  of 
the  library*s  administration.  He  needs  the 
advice  of  two  bodies;  (x)  of  representatives 
from  the  faculty  on  the  one  hand,  for  whose 
benefit  he  works;  and  (2)  of  his  staff  on  the 
other  hand,  who  have  the  carrying  out  of  the 
policy  of  the  library  in  its  details.  He  needs 
advice  from  those  two.  He  needs  control  on 
the  other  hand  from  the  president  of  the  uni- 
versity representing  the  board  of  trust,  because 
the  board  of  trust  has  the  final  direction  of  the 
policy  of  the  university  and  has  to  supply  the 
means  for  carrying  on  whatever  is  done. 

As  to  the  faculty  and  their  relation  to  the 
library,  it  is  quite  true  that  members  of  the 
faculty  are  not  unprejudiced  advisers.  Each 
man  naturally  sees  his  own  need  clearest,  and 
the  reason  why  a  committee  of  the  faculty 
should  not  have  the  ultimate  direction  of  the 
library,  it  seems  to  me,  lies  here  rather  than  on 
the  ground  that  the  members  of  the  faculty  are 
not  good  administrators.  I  should  take  issue 
with  Mr.  Hopkins  entirely  in  regard  to  his 
statement  that  professors  are  not  good  adminis- 
trators. As  a  matter  of  fact,  professors  have 
an  immense  amount  of  administrative  detail  to 
look  after,  and  must  have.  The  good  old  gen- 
tleman whom  Mr.  Hopkins  told  us  about,  of 
course,  was  not  fitted  for  that  kind  of  work,  and 
should  not  have  been  put  in  an  administrative 
position.  But  there  is  an  immense  amount  of 
committee  work  which  members  of  the  faculty 
have  to  do  and  which  they  do  better  than  any 
one  else  could.  That  a  man  is  a  professor  and 
a  man  of  learning  does  not  prevent  his  being 
a  good  administrative  officer.  In  fact,  one 
trouble  with  our  colleges,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
that  professors  have  too  much  administrative 
work  thrust  upon  them ;  and  the  difficulty  is, 
not  that  the  administrative  work  is  poorly 
done,  but  that  the  professor  is  prevented  from 
doing  other  more  important  things. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  the  library's  fund,  I 
think  there  is  another  point  of  view  to  be 
taken.  Mr.  Hopkins,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
advocated  dividing  the  income  of  the  library 
among  different  fields  of  literature  in  propor- 
tion to  the  productivity  of  those  fields.  It 
seems  to  me  that  would  be  a  mistake.  The 
university  library,  despite  its  name  of  univer- 
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sitjr,  is  not  trjing  to  build  up  a  universal  col- 
lection equally  well-rounded  on  all  sides.  I 
doubt  if  anj  library  in  the  country  is  trying  to 
do  that  except  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
even  in  that  case*  I  imagine,  this  cannot  be 
said  to  be  its  present  aim,  but  is  rather  some> 
thing  which  it  has  before  it  in  the  future.  A 
university  library  is  collecting  material  for  the 
use  of  its  different  departments,  and  the  division 
of  its  income  surely  should  be  according  to  the 
needs  of  the  several  departments  and  the  value 
of  the  material  required  rather  than  the  amount 
of  the  material  produced.  To  do  that  I  really 
think  that  a  committee  of  the  faculty  is  practi- 
cally the  best  body  that  can  be  found.  Of 
course,  all  departments  are  not  represented  on 
that  committee.  They  cannot  be  without 
making  it  unwieldy,  but  I  think  the  interests 
of  the  teaching  body  are  best  served  if  the  gen- 
eral division  of  the  fund  is  left  to  them  rather 
than  placed  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian 
and  his  staff.  It  is  quite  true  that  it  may  be 
wise  to  leave  a  moderate  balance  unappropri- 
ated in  the  librarian's  keeping  to  be  used  for 
matters  which  are  not  well  provided  for  other- 
wise, but  that  does  not  affect  the  general  state- 
ment that  the  committee  of  the  faculty  is  the 
best  body  to  make  that  division. 

Mr.  Hopkins  has  referred  to  a  third  body  to 
be  represented,  the  directorate  being  the  first, 
the  faculty  the  second,  and  the  board  of  trust 
the  third.  I  see  no  occasion  for  a  special  com- 
mittee from  the  board  of  trust.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  only  introduced  to  get  a  theoretical 
balance  between  the  library  and  the  university 
as  a  whole.  Its  object  as  stated  is  to  provide 
funds  and  to  audit  accounts.  The  auditing  of 
accounts  surely  belongs  to  the  treasurer  and 
his  office.  The  provision  of  funds  is  a  matter 
for  consideration  by  the  board  of  trust  as  a 
whole,  provided  the  funds  are  not  already  de- 
termined to  their  use  by  bequest. 

The  Chairman:  In  order  to  start  the  dis- 
cussion, I  am  going  to  call  upon  Dr.  Canfield. 
Dr.  Canfield  has  served  a  long  time  as  mem- 
ber of  a  board  of  trust  of  one  of  our  important 
colleges,  he  has  been  president  of  two  or  three 
colleges,  and  has  come  in  contact  with  this  sub- 
ject from  the  faculty's  side,  and  he  is  now 
librarian  of  one  of  our  greatest  universities. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Canfield:  If  you  will  permit  me, 
I  will  simply  state  the  conclusions  reached 
from  experience  and  observation  with  regard 


to  two  phases  of  university  librmry  work  and 
administration. 

The  purchase  of  books,  maps,  charts,  and 
other  printed  material  for  the  use  of  the  univer- 
sity seems  to  fall  naturally  into  three  classes. 
First,  certain  material  is  needed  by  the  head 
of  each  department  in  connection  with  his  pro- 
fessional work.  The  university  has  a  perfect 
right  to  expect  that  the  head  of  every  depart- 
ment will  make  expenditures  and  quite  large 
expenditures  out  of  his  own  purse  in  the  line 
of  his  own  work,  especially  when  the  result  of 
that  work  may  be  more  immediately  beneficial 
to  him  than  to  the  university.  But  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  printed  material  which  he  can- 
not be  expected  to  secure  at  his  own  expense, 
and  the  university  which  wisely  administers 
its  purchases  will  see  that  the  head  of  each  de- 
partment has  for  his  own  use  and  for  the  use  of 
his  assistants  certain  material  along  these  lines. 
This  will  be  in  his  own  room  continually, 
not  to  be  withdrawn,  at  least  not  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  university  campus  or 
grounds.  It  will  be  continually  there,  be- 
cause he  never  knows  when  he  wishes  to  use 
it,  and  when  he  wishes  it,  he  wishes  it  just  ai 
the  Texas  gentleman  does  his  revolver,  —  right 
away !  It  must  be  where  he  can  get  at  it,  and 
where  his  assistants  can  get  at  it  at  any  mo- 
ment. It  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the  call  of 
other  people.  That  means  that  there  will  be 
built  up  in  the  private  office  of  the  head  of 
each  department  a  small  library  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  university.  It  will  never  be  i 
very  large  library,  and  it  will  be  for  his  own 
immediate  use  and  the  use  of  his  assistants. 
That  library,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  departmental  equipment  and  not  as 
a  part  of  the  university  library.  The  librarian 
of  the  university  may  very  properly  assist  in 
the  purchase  of  that  material  on  request.  The 
department  may  very  properly  receive  the  ad- 
vantage of  all  discounts  and  all  contracts  that 
the  librarian  may  make.  The  librarian  mar 
very  properly  assume  the  burden  of  purchas- 
ing and  of  the  various  details  of  accounting, 
but  that  collection  will  not  constitute  a  part  d 
the  university  library  in  any  sense  of  the  word, 
if  we  are  to  use  good  common  sense  in  libranr 
matters. 

Then  there  will  be  another  collection  of 
books,  charts,  and  other  printed  illustrative 
matter,  that  will  be  for  the  use  not  only  of  the 
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head  of  the  department  and  his  assistants,  but 
for  the  students  in  the  department,  for  their 
immediate  use,  for  their  ready  reference.  In 
the  laboratory  of  the  science  department  these 
books  will  naturally  touch  the  work  that  is 
done  in  the  laboratory.  They  are  the  books 
that  the  laboratory  worker  needs  at  his  elbow. 
It  is  not  always  convenient  for  him  to  take  off 
his  apron  and  wash  his  hands  and  roll  down 
his  shirt  sleeves  and  put  on  his  coat  and  go 
over  to  the  university  library  and  get  a  book; 
and  it  is  not  always  convenient  for  him  to  wait 
until  he  can  telephone  and  get  the  book  by  a 
messenger,  even  though  he  may  get  it  quickly. 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  printed  material 
needed  in  that  science  laboratory,  and  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  printed  material  needed  in 
the  workroom,  properly  •*  laboratory,*'  what- 
ever you  may  call  it,  of  every  department.  This 
collection  will  not  be  very  large  at  first;  it  will 
become  larger  as  the  department  becomes  more 
important  and  as  the  university  becomes  im- 
portant, but  it  will  never  be  very  large. 

I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  part  of  the  uni- 
versity library,  accprately  speaking.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  departmental  equipment,  and  it 
ought  to  be  purchased  by  departmental  funds. 
That  material  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  the 
call  of  an  outsider.  No  one  should  take  it 
away.  If  it  is  taken  away,  you  will  find  it  is 
taken  at  exactly  the  time  it  is  most  needed. 
Just  when  you  want  it  most,  you  cannot  have 
it  because  somebody  else  has  it.  Just  when 
you  are  using  it,  somebody  else  wants  it.  It  is 
disappointing  both  ways  to  treat  this  as  part  of 
the  library. 

The  university  library,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
should  include  only  those  books  and  that 
printed  material  of  any  and  every  description 
which  are  readily  accessible  to  the  entire  uni- 
versity community.  Anything  that  is  accessible 
to  a  small  portion  of  the  university  community 
only,  anything  that  is  not  readily  accessible  — 
that  is,  within  reasonable  call  and  within  reas- 
onable reach  —  ought  not  to  be  called  a  part  of 
the  university  library.  President  Eliot  made 
an  excellent  point  last  evening  when  he  said 
that  we  have  overdone  this  matter  of  rapid  ser- 
vice —  that  we  think  we  must  be  ready  to  sup- 
ply everything,  reasonable  or  unreasonable,  at 
a  moment's  notice.  But  all  the  printed  material 
which  is  readily  accessible  to  the  entire  univer- 
sity public  constitutes  the  university  library. 


This  threefold  division  of  printed  matter 
will  mean  necessarily  a  large  amount  of  dupli- 
cation, but  that  is  unavoidable  if  the  work  is 
to  be  done  efficiently.  Until  you  are  able  to 
duplicate,  as  a  matter  of  course,  you  will  be 
obliged  to  devise  and  endure  makeshifts  to 
accomplish  that  which  I  have  undertaken  to 
outline.  We  are  poor  at  Columbia  University, 
I  think  on  the  whole  we  are  the  poorest  insti- 
tution in  the  country.  We  are  obliged,  there- 
fore, to  go  without  any  large  amount  of  dupli- 
cation, and  place  at  the  service  of  the  laboratory 
books  and  other  printed  material  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  outside  world.  We  know,  how- 
ever, how  confusing  and  vexatious  and  how 
wearisome  and  disappointing  that  is  and  always 
will  be.  The  hours  of  the  laboratories  are 
about  one-half  the  hours  of  the  library,  and 
unless  the  collection  is  brought  back  at  the 
close  of  each  laboratory  day  it  is  locked  up; 
we  have  to  find  a  janitor,  and  get  a  light  and 
the  keys,  and  go  and  make  search  for  the  book. 
When  we  have  found  it  and  taken  it,  nobody 
is  responsible.  It  is  gone.  The  next  morning 
the  head  of  the  department  simply  knows  it  is 
not  in  place,  and  who  had  it  and  how  and 
when  and  where  he  knows  not.  The  librarian 
knows  even  less  about  what  the  department 
has  done  with  it.  But  until  your  resources 
enable  you  to  enter  very  largely  upon  the  proc- 
ess of  duplication,  you  must  put  up  with 
makeshifts  in  that  Mray.  I  am  quite  confident 
that  theoreticallv  the  lines  which  I  have 
indicated  are  the  correct  and  natural  lines  which 
the  purchase  of  materials  and  supplies  for  the 
work  of  the  university  will  follow. 

When  it  comes  to  the  division  of  money, 
I  believe  very  thoroughly  in  dividing  the 
financial  resources  among  the  departments  in 
proportion  to  the  use  which  the  departments 
show  they  have  made  of  those  resources.  A 
university  library  is  absolutely  unlike  a  public 
library  in  that  it  is  necessarily  and  wisely  built 
up  along  the  lines  of  greatest  activity.  The 
lines  of  least  resistence  in  the  university  are 
the  lines  of  greatest  activity,  the  lines  of  great- 
est use.  Any  one  who  is  at  all  competent  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  a  university  library 
ought  to  know  very  easily  and  very  continu- 
ously the  departments  which  are  making  the 
most  and  the  best  use  of  the  books  that  are 
given  out.  I  know  it  is  worth  a  great  deal  to 
develop  things    symmetrically  and    harmoni- 
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ouslj  and  all  that,  but  I  cannot  understand  why 
it  is  of  any  earthly  consequence  to  put  a  book 
on  the  shelf  for  a  department  the  head  of  which 
does  not  care  for  it,  does  not  know  it  is  there, 
forgets  it  is  there  when  you  tell  him,  never 
refers  to  it,  and  does  not  call  the  attention  of 
his  students  to  it.  Here  is  a  department  whose 
students  are  hungry  for  that  which  you  are 
able  to  give  them  in  only  a  small  proportion 
of  their  need  at  best.  Why  should  you  take 
from  them  even  a  single  volume  to  give  to 
those  who  do  not  care  for  it  at  all?  So  in  the 
libraries  with  which  I  have  had  the  privilege 
of  being  connected  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
past,  it  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministrative body  to  divide  the  annual  revenues 
according  to  the  uses  which  have  been  made 
during  the  closing  year.  And  that  does  not 
mean  the  use  which  is  sometimes  made  in  the 
last  thirty  days  of  the  year,  either.  There  are 
some  departments  which  come  in  with  a  rush 
at  the  last  of  the  year  to  spend  their  balances. 
But  it  means  the  use  made  by  departments  which 
have  shown  evident  wisdom  during  the  year  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  resources  granted  them. 

The  policy  of  Columbia  is  to  distribute  the 
funds  about  as  I  have  indicated.  That  distri- 
bution is  made  by  the  librarian,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  president  of  the  university.  The 
librarian  makes  that  distribution  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  statistics  of  the  order  de- 
partment and  of  the  loan  department.  It 
would  be  a  very  unwise  administrator  who 
should  undertake  to  do  that  piece  of  work 
hastily.  We  reserve  a  small  amount,  possibly 
about  fifteen  per  cent,  of  our  total  resources, 
for  many  things  in  which  the  departments  are 
not  particularly  interested  as  such ;  and  that  is 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  librarian  and  is  called 
the  **  Librarian's  Reserve."  Generally,  the  de- 
partments beg  it  away  from  him  before  the 
year  is  half  over,  and  it  does  not  serve  the  gen- 
eral purposes  for  which  it  was  intended,  but  it 
does  serve  to  supplement,  to  **  piece  out,"  to 
meet  extraordinary  demands  and  unexpected 
emergencies;  and  also  to  meet  some  of  the 
more  general  demands. 

Those  are  the  only  two  points  I  care  to  touch 
upon  —  the  general  division  of  the  books  and 
other  printed  matter,  and  the  method  by  which 
the  division  is  made,  and  the  lines  along  which 
it  seems  to  me,  after  years  of  experience  and 
observation,  purchases  ought  to  be  made. 


The  Chairman:  We  have  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  which  we  can  devote  to  a  general  dis- 
cussion if  any  one  is  so  disposed. 

W.  I.  Fletcher:  I  am  inclined  to  say  a 
word  regarding  the  distinction  between  the 
university  or  the  college  library  and  the  books 
which  are  bought  for  the  uses  of  departments. 
With  us  at  Amherst  this  matter  seems  to  work 
out  about  as  it  does  at  Columbia.  But  I  have 
long  lamented  that  we  were  not,  and  did  not 
seem  to  be  able  to  be,  building  up  a  library.  And 
by  *'  a  library  "  in  that  sense,  I  mean  a  collec- 
tion of  books  for  educative  purposes,  for  culture 
purposes.  A  college  or  university  exists  for 
education.  Now,  are  we  not  in  some  danger 
of  losing  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  are  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  culture  through  the 
library?  I  have  observed  that  in  the  early  days 
of  Amherst  College  the  library  funds  were  used 
in  such  a  way  as  to  build  up  a  library,  and  that 
was  because  the  idea  of  departments  develop- 
ing on  a  separate  basis  and  calling  for  books 
accordingly  had  not  arisen.  Now  that  devel- 
opment has  come  and  books  are  called  for  by 
departments  to  such  an  extent  that  we  are 
building  up  a  series  of  department  collections, 
largely  made  up  of  books  not  in  the  general 
library,  whereas  in  the  old  times  the  idea  of 
the  library  committee  was  to  build  up  a 
rounded  library  for  culture  purposes.  We  can- 
not carry  out  that  idea;  we  cannot  afford  to 
buy  anything  that  is  not  immediately  called  for 
in  connection  with  the  instruction  in  the  col- 
lege. I  suppose  if  that  is  true  of  the  college  it 
is  much  more  true  of  the  university.  But  I 
think  we  ought  to  do  a  great  deal  more  than 
we  are  doing  to  build  up  a  culture  library  in  the 
university  and  the  college.  Such  a  library 
should  consist  largely  of  books  that  are  a  de- 
light to  the  eye,  attractive  outwardly,  books 
of  the  best  editions.  The  work  of  such  a  li- 
brary should  be  largely  to  attract  students  to 
books  and  to  literature,  either  in  scientific  lines 
or  elsewhere.  For  example,  books  of  science 
that  the  scientific  man  says  are  popular  books 
and  therefore  he  does  not  Mrant  them,  may  be 
the  very  thing  that  will  attract  the  unscientific 
young  man  to  science,  although  the  professor 
may  think  them  useless.  So  in  all  depart- 
ments.  I  don't  know  how  we  are  going  to  do 
it,  but  I  think  we  should  lay  stress  on  that 
idea. 

H.    H.    Ballard:    College    libraries   have 
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been  run  heretofore  in  the  interests  of  the  fac- 
ulty. It  has  been  difficult  for  students  to  get 
access  even  to  the  books  -which  have  been  se- 
lected for  their  use  b^^  the  heads  of  departments. 
In  many  places,  the  libraries  are  only  open  for 
short  periods  and  at  times  when  it  is  difficult 
for  students  to  use  them,  and  when  they  do  go 
they  have  difficulty  in  getting  free  access 
to  the  books.  The  time  is  coming  -when  col- 
lege and  university  libraries  will  be  run  in  the 
interests  of  the  student  body,  and  that  body 
ought  to  have  an  advisory  representation  on 
the  governing  board. 

Miss  K.  L.  Sharp  :  The  plan  of  administra- 
tion of  the  University  of  Illinois  is  perhaps 
rather  unusual.  The  board  of  trustees  appoint 
a  library  committee  of  five  of  their  own  num- 
ber. During  the  past  five  years  their  duty 
has  consisted  in  receiving  a  copy  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  librarian.  The  acting  library  com- 
mittee consists  of  the  president  of  the  univer- 
sity, the  business  manager  of  the  university, 
and  the  head  librarian.  This  committee  dis- 
tributes the  funds  to  the  departments  of  the 
university,  reserving  a  general  fund,  which  is 
at  the  disposal  of  the  librarian,  a  fund  for  bind- 
ing for  all  of  the  departments  of  the  university, 
and  a  fund  for  current  subscriptions.  There 
has  been  a  very  peaceful  administration  under 
this  plan  for  the  past  five  years,  and  I  can 
speak  for  its  success  in  at  least  that  one  insti- 
tution. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  The  one  instance  which  Miss 
Sharp  has  cited  has  been  well  known  to  me  for 
a  number  of  years.  There  is  another  univer- 
sity library  that  I  could  name  that  would  have 
very  re.idily  and  gladly  made  the  change  from 
the  old  style  to  the  new. 

There  are  a  few  points  I  should  like  to  reply 
to  in  Mr.  Lane's  criticism.  He  said  that  it  was 
not  necessary  that  the  government  of  the  uni- 
versity library  should  parallel  the  government 
of  the  university.  That  is  all  true  enough. 
Neither  is  it  necessary  because  there  are  two 
governments  whose  realms  are  nearly  co-exten- 
sive, that  both  of  them  should  be  republics,  but 
most  of  us  think  that  it  would  be  better  that 
they  should  be  republics.  The  co-extensive- 
ness,  of  course,  does  not  absolutely  require  the 
same  sort  of  government,  but  if  you  have  a 
really  good  form  of  government  in  one  place 
it  might  not  be  at  all  bad  to  apply  it  to  the 
other  also.      The    fact    that   the    **good  old 


gentleman  '*  whom  I  mentioned  was  not  a  man 
that  Harvard  would  have  thought  of  putting 
into  an  administrative  place,  did  not  hinder 
others  from  doing  just  that  thing.  I  must  take 
exception  to  the  committee  of  the  faculty  being 
on  the  book  fund.  Of  course,  as  a  body,  they 
of  the  faculties  are  good  and  learned  gentle- 
men, but  some  of  them  are  neither  good  nor 
learned. 

It  is  the  business  of  the  university  to  be  a 
university,  and  it  is  the  business  of  a  university 
library  to  be  a  university  library.  When  I 
spoke  of  a  well-rounded  collection,  I  did  not 
mean  that  it  should  be  the  business  of  a  uni- 
versity necessarily  to  make  a  collection  of  the 
reports  of  institutions  for  the  insane,  to  use 
the  instance  cited  by  Dr.  Billings  last  evening, 
but  by  all  means  the  university  library  should 
be  a  well-rounded  collection  of  good  literature. 
Mr.  Fletcher  has  cited  the  value  of  such  a  col- 
lection. If  it  happens  that  you  have  a  man  for 
one  year  or  two  years  or  ten  years  or  a  life- 
time in  any  department  who  is  not  interested 
enough  or  has  not  knowledge  enough  to  round 
out  the  literature  of  his  department,  it  ought 
to  be  rounded  out  for  him. 

I  would  ask  Dr.  Canfield  at  once  whose  needs 
he  is  supplying.  Is  he  supplying  only  the 
professors.^  Isn't  he  trying  to  supply  the  stu- 
dents ?  There  may  be  a  hundred  students  under 
that  professor  who  does  not  care  anything 
about  his  field  of  work.  I  remember  one  in- 
stance of  a  man  who  was  in  a  professor's  chair 
and  who  had  been  assigned  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  he  came  into  the  library  and  asked 
one  of  the  under-assistants  to  help  him  find 
something  to  buy.  He  wanted  to  expend  his 
one  hundred  dollars.  If  your  administrator  is 
what  he  ought  to  be,  he  ought  to  be  looking 
over  the  whole  field  of  literature.  He  ought 
to  have  with  him  others  who  are  doing  much 
the  same  thing  and  specializing  in  some 
direction,  and  his  cabinet  ought  to  be  able  to 
apportion  the  fund  in  such  a  way  that  all 
departments  would  be  looked  after  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  without  crippling  other  depart- 
ments where  effective  work  is  being  done. 

C.  H.  Gould  :  In  all  that  has  been  said  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  reference  made  to  that 
important  department  of  science  which  may  be 
called  the  new  engineering  sciences.  Mr.  Lane 
spoke  of  the  natural  history  sciences,  but  I 
should   like  to  know  what    Mr.   Hopkins  or 
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perhaps  Mr.  Lane  would  propose  to  do  with 
the  books  relating  more  particularly  to  the 
applied  sciences  —  whether  they  would  think  it 
wise  to  keep  those  in  the  university  library  or 
whether,  as  a  great  many  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments want  those  books,  they  should  be  par- 
ticularly allotted  to  the  departmental  libraries? 
Mr.  Hopkins:  With  all  due  deference  to 
what  Dr.  Canfield  has  said,  theoretically  ^vtry 
scrap  of  printed  matter  belonging  to  the  uni- 
versity belongs  to  the  university  library.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  departmental  equip- 
ment; all  depends  on  how  it  is  administered. 
If  it  is  not  to  be  administered  it  cannot  be  a 
part  of  the  university  library.  It  then  belongs 
in  the  same  category  with  the  bricks  and  mor- 
tar so  far  as  the  library  is  concerned.  If  it  is 
purchased  through  and  is  administered  by  the 
university  library,  —  no  matter  how  slight  the 
touch  may  be,  —  it  is  a  part  of  the  university 
library.  That  is  my  general  answer,  not 
merely  for  applied  sciences,  but  for  all  other 
departmental  subjects.  Departmental  libraries 
are  good  in  their  places,  but  do  not  forget  the 
great  central  collection.  Departmental  libra- 
ries, for  the  most  part,  should  duplicate  mate* 
rial  already  in  the  university  library. 

N.  D.  C.  Hodges  read  a  paper  on 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES   Vi,    DICTIONARY  CATALOGS. 

When  I  was  asked  by  the  chairman  of  this 
section  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  *'  advantages 
of  bibliographies  as  against  dictionary  cata- 
logs," Professor  Root  informed  me  that  the 
beauties  of  dictionary  catalogs  would  be  set 
forth  by  Miss  Kroeger.  In  my  trepidation,  I 
ventured  to  appeal  to  those  members  of  the 
staff  at  the  Cincinnati  Public  Library  who  are 
doing  reference  work.  I  cannot  say  that  I  told 
them  which  side  I  was  to  take  in  the  discussion 
or  that  I  was  to  argue  for  either  side.  One  and 
all,  they  have  handed  me  written  statements 
which  are  to  the  effect  that  I  am  wrong  and  that 
for  the  ordinary  reference  work  of  a  public  li- 
brary a  dictionary  catalog  is  all-essential.  The 
question  of  the  average  reader  is  not  what  litera- 
ture exists  upon  this  subject  or  that,  but  **  what 
book  is  there  in  this  library  which  will  give  me 
the  information  I  want  and  what  is  its  shelf 
number.^" 

I  am  in  an  extremely  tight  place.  Those 
whom  I  assumed  to  be  my  friends  have  deserted 
me.     Yet  this  country  is  exhausting  its  library 


resources  each  year  probably  to  the  amount  of 
a  million  dollars  in  the  preparation  of  diction- 
ary catalogs  for  the  thousand  and  one  libraries, 
when  this  work  might  be  done  by  one  catalog- 
ing force  for  all  libraries. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  in  his  preface  to  the  **  A.  L.  A. 
index  to  general  literature,"  states  that  its  pur^ 
pose  is  **  to  index,  as  far  as  possible,  all  books 
common  in  our  libraries  which  treat  several 
subjects  under  one  title  and  to  the  contents 
of  which  the  ordinary  catalog  furnishes  no 
guide,  although  they  are  generally  treated  an- 
alytically in  the  more  elaborate  library  cata- 
logs." Mr.  Fletcher  believes  it  possible  to 
save  libraries  in  the  future  from  the  necessity 
of  repeating  each  for  itself  this  analytical  work, 
as  well  as  to  place  its  results  within  reach  of 
all  libraries  and  of  individual  literary  workers. 
But  the  average  public  library  reader  scorns 
the  **  A.  L.  A.  index  to  general  literature* 
simply  because  it  does  not  set  forth  whether 
his  own  library  contains  the  books  analyzed 
and  does  not  give  him  the  shelf  marks  of  such 
books  as  are  in  that  library. 

I  have  had  two  hobby-horses.  On  one  I  have 
charged  against  the  Decimal  classification,  and 
the  other  I  have  mounted  when  I  would  attack 
dictionary  cataloging,  which  seems  to  roe  so 
wasteful  when  repeated  over  and  over  again.  I 
am  not  so  sure  that  I  am  equal  to  riding  both 
my  hobbies  at  the  same  time. 

Do  not  think  because  I  dismount  from  one 
hobby  that  I  shall  abandon  hobbies  altogether. 
I  do  it  simply  that  I  may  ride  the  second  with 
the  greater  confidence.  Are  we  spending  each 
year  a  million  dollars  on  dictionary  cataloging, 
or  are  we  spending  only  a  hundred  thousand, 
or  does  the  sum  lie  between  those  figures.^  We 
are  surely  spending  a  good  deal  of  monej« 
much  more  than  would  be  needed  to  bring  cot 
each  year  an  **  A.  L.  A.  index  to  general  liter- 
ature." Not  necessarily  an  **  A.  L.  A.  index  to 
general  literature  "  on  exactly  the  lines  followed 
in  the  edition  of  1901,  but  a  printed  dictionsrj 
catalog,  in  several  volumes,  of  ten  or  twclrc 
thousand  books.  Perhaps  to  save  expense  an- 
nual supplements  could  be  issued  on  the  cumu* 
lative  plan;  but  let  accepted  shelf  marks* 
according  to  the  Decimal  classification,  be 
placed  against  each  entry.  The  Public  Library 
of  Cincinnati  could  easily  aflford  to  contribute 
a  thousand  dollars  each  year  towards  the  publi- 
cation of  such  a  printed  dictionary  catalog  of 
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the  most  serviceable  books.  People  who  de- 
mand catalogs  have  no  conception  of  their  cost. 
They  do  not  know  that  the  cost  of  cataloging 
averages  somewhere  between  50  cents  and 
$1.25  a  title.  None  of  us  know  exactly  what 
this  cataloging  item  amounts  to,  but  it  is  a 
heavy  charge  on  library  resources. 

We  are  going  to  have  in  Cincinnati  six  Car- 
negie branch  libraries  of  eight  to  twelve  thou- 
sand volumes  each.  I  expect  to  see  all  of  these 
*  books  on  open  shelves.  There  are  now  in  the 
main  library  more  than  50.000  volumes  on  open 
shelves.  They  are  not  especially  well  classified. 
Every  large  library  whose  history  stretches 
back  for  fifty  years,  so  far  as  I  have  experience, 
has  its  books  in  a  more  or  less  badly  shuffled 
condition.  We  are  working  step  by  step  to 
put  the  books  on  open  shelves  in  better  order. 
When  books  are  well  classified  on  open  shelves, 
I  believe  they  furnish  an  excellent  index  to 
knowledge.  Seldom,  if  ever,  have  I  used  a 
dictionary  catalog  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  used. 
I  have  used  a  dictionary  catalog  simply  to 
get  a  starter  on  a  subject,  to  find  in  what  part 
of  a  library  books  on  a  certain  subject  were  to 
be  found,  to  get  the  latest  material,  whether 
magazine  article  or  book  chapter.  In  recent 
books  and  magazine  articles  are  almost  invari- 
ably printed  references  to  the  literary  material 
upon  which  they  were  built  up  Having  these 
recent  references,  a  reader  is  possessed  of  the 
keys  to  the  older  literature. 

I  am  sceptical  about  dictionary  cataloging 
when  attempted  by  a  small  band  of  catalogers 
for  many  subjects.  It  has  been  stated  that  not 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  subjects  now  taught  at 
Harvard  College  could  have  been  taught  at  the 
beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  book  knowledge  of  to-day  is  of 
comparatively  recent  creation.  The  men  and 
women  who  can  intelligently  index  this  mate- 
rial are  few  and  far  between,  and  no  one  person 
can  intelligently  index  more  than,  we  will  say, 
for  the  purposes  of  argument,  one  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  store  of  human  knowledge.  I  be- 
lieve that  librarians  are  making  a  mistake  in 
some  of  the  indexing  of  scientific  literature 
which  they  have  recently  undertaken.  I  do 
not  believe  that  much  scientific  material,  for 
instance,  lies  buried  for  fault  of  sufficient  refer- 
ence to  it.  The  German  yahrhucher  and  the 
system  of  correspondence  among  specialists  the 
world  over,   brings  to  the  knowledge  of  all 


those  interested  every  important  paper  in  what- 
ever department  it  may  belong. 

We  have  many  good  bibliographies.  Poole's 
Index  is  used  without  question ;  the  others  lie 
neglected  on  library  shelves.  For  seventy-five 
years  there  has  been  published  in  Berlin  a 
Poole's  Index  of  the  technical  journals,  and  yet 
it  has  been  my  experience  not  to  find  a  single 
scientific  man  who  knew  of  the  existence  of 
this  index  until  I  called  his  attention  to  it. 
Human  beings  are  lazy,  and  the  majority  of  the 
patrons  of  a  public  library  want  a  little  infor- 
mation, not  much,  and  want  it  quickly  without 
the  circumlocution  of  bibliographies.  I  hope 
that  Cincinnati  may  be  spared  the  necessity  of 
dictionary  cataloging  its  large  collection,  which 
should  not  differ  essentially  from  other  equally 
large  collections  of  books  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  I  wish  we  all  might  have  a  dictionary 
catalog  often,  fifteen,  or  twenty  thousand  vol- 
umes, —  a  modified  **  A.  L.  A.  index  to  gen- 
eral literature"  with  the  generally  accepted 
Decimal  classification  shelf-marks  against  each 
entry.  Such  a  printed  catalog  would  serve 
most  purposes  in  Cincinnati.  Ten  or  twenty 
thousand  well  chosen  volumes  are  enough  to 
answer  most  calls  on  a  public  library.  The 
other  books  can  be  routed  out  for  scholars  by 
competent  reference  librarians  or  will  be  known 
to  them  by  author  and  title. 

I  believe  in  the  separation  of  books  into  the 
two  classes  of  dead  books  and  live  books.  It  is 
a  separation  that  is  bound  to  come,  and  the 
small  libraries  of  the  country  should  limit 
themselves  rigidly  to  the  books  which  are  most 
serviceable.  If  a  printed  catalog  in  book  form 
of  the  ten  or  twelve  thousand  mo^t  '*  live  "  books 
is  not  feasible,  certainly  a  printed  card  catalog 
of  such  a  collection  could  be  made.  I  can  see 
no  necessity  of  there  being  catalogers  in  more 
than  a  dozen  or  twenty  libraries  of  the  country. 
The  small  town  libraries,  except  for  local  mat- 
ter, should  select  their  books  from  a  list  ap- 
proved by  a  central  council  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  if  you  will,  and  should  re- 
ceive with  the  books  cards  for  their  catalog. 
Each  year  the  central  council  could  recom- 
mend that  certain  books  be  discarded  so  that 
the  small  libraries  should  never  be  over-bur- 
dened and  these  should  learn  to  depend  on  loans 
from  larger  libraries  on  the  rare  occasions 
when  the  dead  books  might  be  called  for.  The 
six  Carnegie  branches  in  Cincinnati   need  not 
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have  any  individuality.  They  need  not  be  all 
of  the  same  size,  but  they  might  well  be  of  the 
class  of  standard  small  libraries  which  such  a 
system  would  create.  There  are  exceptions  to 
every  rule.  A  large  percentage  of  some  foreign 
element  in  the  population  of  a  city  ward  might 
make  advisable  a  departure  from  the  standard 
in  the  selection  of  books  for  a  branch  in  that 
ward,  but  of  this  I  am  not  so  sure.  This  may 
seem  a  very  mechanical  way  of  running  a  small 
library,  but  library  work  is  a  business  and  every 
means  for  saving  money  should  be  adopted- 

I  believe  it  is  proposed  to  reprint  on  cards 
the  "  A.  L.  A.  catalog  "  of  five  thousand  vol- 
umes, presumably  with  additions  and  correc- 
tions. This  impresses  me  as  an  excellent  sug- 
gestion and  r  hope  it  will  be  carried  out.  One 
reason  why  librarians  cling  to  their  dead  books 
is  that  they  have  expended  so  much  labor  on 
their  classification  and  cataloging  in  years  past 
that  they  are  loath  to  see  the  cards  representing 
this  labor  routed  out  of  their  dictionary  cata- 
logs. A  dictionary  catalog  is  in  itself  a  me- 
chanical device  for  getting  at  the  resources  of  a 
library.  An  intelligent  librarian  with  a  culti- 
vated book-sense  can  handle  a  well-classified 
collection  of  ten  or  twenty  thousand  volumes 
much  more  effectivelv  for  the  readers  than  the 
readers  themselves  can  get  at  their  material 
through  a  dictionary  catalog.  If  I  were  given 
the  choice  of  looking  up  the  literature  of  a 
subject  in  a  large  library  through  either  a  well- 
made  dictionary  catalog  or  a  well-classified  col- 
lection of  ten  or  twentv  thousand  volumes  on 
open  shelves  with  an  author  finding  list  of  the 
balance  of  the  collection,  I  would  take  the 
books  and  not  the  catalog.  Only  a  small  per- 
centage of  all  that  exists  in  a  collection  of 
books  is  brought  out  in  the  best  dictionary 
catalogs,  partly  because  of  the  great  variety  of 
material  to  be  brought  out  and  partly  because 
any  one  cataloger  is  capable  of  subject  catalog- 
ing so  small  a  fraction  of  the  total  of  human 
knowledge.  For  the  person  seeking  a  little 
information  I  would  supply  a  well  classified 
collection  of  ten  thousand  volumes  on  open 
shelves  in  charge  of  an  intelligent  reference 
librarian  and  if  these  books  are  live  books,  as 
they  should  be,  with  proper  indexes  and  bibli- 
ographies, they  will  themselves  be  the  keys  to 
the  world*s  literature  which  scholars  may 
chance  to  need.     We  are  told  that  children  can 


be  trained  to  use  a  dictionary  catalog :  I  would 
rather  see  them  trained  to  use  books. 

Miss  Alice  B.  Krobger  followed  with  a 
paper  on 

DICTIONARY     CATALOGS     Vi.     BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 

You  have  heard  the  arguments  against  dic- 
tionary catalogs  and  I  am  now  to  convince  you 
that  bibliographies  will  not  take  the  place  of 
the  dictionary  catalog.  Mr.  Hodges  acknowl- 
edges in  advance  that  the  members  of  his  staff 
all  disagree  with  him  and  are  on  my  side  of  the 
question.  I  believe  that  the  majority  of  libra- 
rians, especially  those  in  public  libraries,  will 
side  against  him  and  with  his  staff  in  favor  of 
the  dictionary  catalog,  with  its  analytics,  double 
entries,  and  cross  references. 

When  the  A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board,  not 
many  years  ago,  began  to  furnish  printed  cards 
for  parts  of  books,  I  questioned  the  use  of  sub- 
scribing to  these  cards  when  an  excellent  and 
more  compact  index  to  the  same  books  was 
furnished  in  the  "Annual  literary  index,"  which 
in  time  would  be  absorbed  in  the  "A.  L.  A 
Index  to  general  literature."  It  needed  only  a 
brief  experience  to  convert  me  to  the  opinion 
that  it  was  necessary  to  repeat  such  analytic 
work  in  the  card  catalog  in  order  to  make  it  of 
any  considerable  use  to  the  library. 

We  talk  much  about  libraries  spending  mil- 
lions of  dollars  on  cataloging.  Do  we  not 
perhaps  exaggerate  the  amount?  At  least  do 
we  sufficiently  consider  the  value  of  such  work.^ 
Is  not  a  small  collection  of  books  well  selected 
and  thoroughly  cataloged  generally  more  useful 
than  a  much  larger  one  not  so  well  cataloged? 
I  think  many  of  us  have  had  experience  in 
using  both  kinds  and  can  testify  to  the  great 
value  of  a  good  catalog. 

Mr.  Hodges  estimates  the  cost  of  cataloging 
at  from  fifty  cents  to  $1.25  per  volume.  This 
is  too  large  an  estimate  for  the  general  library, 
but  granting  his  figures,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  Library  of  Congress  printed  cards  will 
reduce  the  cost  for  current  publications.  This 
is  especially  true  where  analyticals  are  largely 
used  in  the  catalog.  And  in  addition,  the 
A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  is  doing  much  to 
make  analytic  work  less  costly  by  analyzing 
and  printing  cards  for  important  sets  of  books, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  more  extensive  work  io 
printing  cards  for  articles  contained  in  about 
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one  hundred  and  eighty-five  technical  periodi- 
cals. There  is  now  very  little  question  that  a 
central  bureau,  whether  Library  of  Congress, 
A.  L.  A.,  or  any  other,  can  catalog  books  for 
libraries  at  less  cost  than  the  libraries  can  do 
the  work  separately.  I  believe  also  that  the 
cost  of  card  cataloging  can  be  still  further 
lowered  by  the  more  general  use  of  the  type- 
writer ^  which  heretofore  has  beep  too  much 
neglected  in  libraries.  Hand  work  is  always 
slower  than  machine.  Besides,  the  typewriter 
gives  us  a  much  clearer  card,  more  easy  to 
read  and  more  in  line  with  print. 

An  A.  L.  A.  printed  dictionary  catalog  in 
several  volumes,  including  ten  or  twenty  thou- 
sand titles,  with  annual  supplements  on  the 
cumulative  plan,  is  open  to  the  objection  of 
all  printed  catalogs  that  it  is  never  up  to  date 
in  one  alphabet.  Constant  reference  to  sup- 
plementb  is  irksome  to  most  persons.  As  Mr. 
Hodges  puts  it,  '*  human  beings  are  lazy."  We 
know  what  it  means  to  look  through  that  in- 
dispensable tool  to  the  librarian,  Poole's  Index, 
its  five-yearly  supplements,  and  the**  Annual 
literary  index  "  for  three  or  four  years,  in  order 
to  get  all  the  references  on  a  subject.  If  the 
Cincinnati  Public  Library  wants  a  printed 
catalog,  is  it  not  possible  to  use  the  Peabody 
Institute  catalog  which  is  the  most  complete 
printed  dictionary  catalog,  and  which  is  at  the 
same  time  a  bibliography  of  value  to  the  stu- 
dent ?  The  analytic  work  is  thorough  and  sup- 
plements are  printed.  Why  not  put  the  call 
numbers  of  the  Cincinnati  Public  Library  in 
the  margins? 

Some  such  catalog  as  the  suggested  A.  L.  A. 
printed  dictionary  catalog  might  be  useful  to 
small  libraries  if  these  libraries  were  all  uni- 
form. Is  it  possible  to  have  even  small  libra- 
ries uniform?  I  can  imagine  six  or  more 
branch  libraries  in  one  city  being  identical  in 
character,  although  I  would  not  care  to  see  this 
idea  carried  out.  But  taking  the  country  as  a 
whole,  is  it  possible  to  have  small  libraries 
uniform?  Will  not  the  personal  element 
always  enter  into  the  question?  Books  that 
are  given,  books  that  are  not  in  the  A.  L.  A. 
catalog  (and  I  can  conceive  of  many  such 
being  added  to  a  library),  must  be  cataloged, 
and  this  again  means  either  printed  or  card 
supplements. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  under  consider- 
ation the  printing  of  cards  for  the  A.  L.  A.  cat- 


alog. One  of  the  defects  of  the  present  A.  L.  A. 
catalog  for  the  purpose  of  a  small  library 
is  its  lack  of  analytics  and  double  entry,  but 
with  printed  cards  a  small  library  will  be  able 
to  purchase  at  a  trifling  cost  as  many  cards  as 
are  necessary  to  bring  out  the  contents  of  each 
book  under  its  subjects. 

Mr.  Hodges  refers  to  the  fact  that  in  look- 
ing up  a  subject  he  generally  uses  the  diction- 
ary catalog  to  get  a  start  on  a  subject,  and  then 
consults  the  books  on  the  shelves.  Now,  in 
large  libraries  unrestricted  access  to  shelves  is 
not  practicable  and  some  modifications  must 
be  made.  The  card  catalog  is,  therefore,  most 
necessary  in  order  to  put  the  resources  of  the 
library  on  any  subject  at  the  disposal  of  the 
student  without  much  loss  of  time.  The  ordi- 
nary reader  must  be  content  with  the  catalog 
in  most  cases.  He  has  not  the  privilege  of  the 
librarian. 

Bibliographies  and  references  to  authorities 
as  given  by  authors  in  books  and  periodical 
articles  are  most  important.  But  is  not  their 
practical  usefulness  after  all  very  limited  ?  The 
experienced  librarian  gets  into  the  habit  of 
thinking  that  it  must  be  as  easy  for  the  general 
reader  to  look  up  his  subject  as  it  is  for  him- 
self, forgetting  how  many  years  it  has  taken  to 
acquire  an  expert  knowledge  of  the  use  of 
what  might  be  considered  comparatively  few 
books.  Think  what  it  means  to  the  **  average 
reader*'  to  be  told  to  consult  bibliographies, 
when  often  he  has  no  conception  of  what  a 
bibliography  is;  perhaps  he  believes  it  to  be 
(as  applicants  for  admission  to  library  schools 
sometimes  do)  a  book  that  **  gives  lives  of 
people  mentioned  in  the  Bible." 

I  believe  that  librarians  should  do  more  to 
interest  and  instruct  readers  in  the  use  of  bibli- 
ographies and  indexes.  At  present  in  almost 
all  libraries,  bibliographies  are  in  the  catalog- 
er's  room  or  in  the  librarian's  office  or  in  the 
most  inaccessible  part  of  the  library,  whereas 
many  of  them  should  be  in  the  reference  de- 
partment along  with  the  cyclopaedias  of  special 
subjects.  They  would  then  be  more  frequently 
used,  although  it  is  exceedingly  doubtful 
whether  they  would  even  then  assist  the  **  aver- 
age reader."  It  would  be  the  reader  above  the 
average  who  might  be  occasionally  helped. 
And  with  the  ** above  the  average"  reader, 
bibliographies  are  also  of  limited  use.  A  per- 
son must  have  infinite  patience  and  great  inter- 
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est  in  hit  subject  as  well  a*  plenty  of  time 
before  he  will  follow  up  his  subject  bj  rmmmmm. 
of  bibliographies  alone.  English  students  who 
frequent  the  British  Museum  must  have  this 
time,  interest,  and  patience,  because  there  is  no 
subject  catalog,  but  the  average  American  user 
of  libraries  decidedljr  lacks  the  virtue  of  patience 
and  feels  that  he  cannot  spare  the  time.  Re> 
centlj  the  same  subject  has  been  brought  up 
bjr  British  librarians  and  readers,  some  of 
whom  are  urging  the  importance  of  subject 
catalogs  in  spite  of  the  disapproval  of  the  bib- 
liographers. 

Consider  the  number  of  bibliographies  and 
indexes  which  the  student  must  consult,  with 
their  variety  of  arrangement,  more  or  less 
(usually  more)  faulty.  Then  there  are  the 
annual  supplements  to  bring  the  literature  of 
his  specialty  to  date,  besides  the  references 
added  to  books  and  periodical  articles.  After 
he  has  found  his  references,  consider  the  time 
that  is  necessary  to  look  these  up  in  the  cata- 
log to  see  whether  the  books  are  in  the  library. 
It  is  true  that  in  the  case  of  the  more  common 
indexes,  call  numbers  may  be  inserted  by  each 
library  after  the  list  of  titles  analyzed.  This 
we  at  the  Drexel  Institute  do  in  the  *^  A.  L.  A. 
index  to  general  literature,'*  just  as  in  the  case 
of  Poole's  Index  we  have  a  list  of  the  indexed 
periodicals  contained  in  the  library  posted  in  a 
conspicuous  place  near  the  indexes.  Even 
with  these  aids  the  number  of  readers  who  con- 
sult Poole  and  the  *•  A.  L.  A.  index"  are  very 
small  compared  with  those  who  use  the  diction- 
ary catalog. 

The  fact  that  the  Berlin  technical  Poole  is 
unknown  to  scientific  men  is  another  argument 
against  bibliographies.  If  a  specialist  does  not 
know  the  bibliography  of  his  subject,  how 
much  more  need  that  he  should  be  able  to  find 
references  in  the  card  catalog,  how  much  more 
necessary  to  put  at  his  disposal  the  A.  L.  A. 
printed  card  index  to  technical  journals !  And 
if  a  specialist  does  not  know  the  bibliography 
of  his  subject,  how  much  less  does  the  ordinary 
user  know  about  the  literature  of  the  subject  in 
which  he  is  interested,  how  much  more  neces- 
sary that  we  assist  him  by  means  of  a  good 
catalog  to  what  the  library  has  on  his  subject! 

While  it  is  true  that  catalogers  even  the  most 
capable  cannot  intelligently  index  the  con- 
tents of  all  books,  still  I  hope  that  Mr.  Hodges' 
estimate  of  one  per  cent,  is  exceedingly  low, 


otherwise  what  a  vast  amount  of  errors  most 
be  made  in  our  public  libraries.  Even  should 
some  errors  occur  in  indexing,  much  bene- 
fit may  be  gained  from  those  entries  which  are 
not  mistakes.  In  a  printed  dictionary  catalog 
issued  bv  a  central  bureau  there  are  anre  to  be 
many  errors  and  a  greater  number  of  diftr- 
ences  of  opinion  about  entries,  so  that  after 
all,  libraries  will  have  to  do  considerable  chang- 
ing in  order  to  make  the  catalog  suit  their 
needs. 

While  I  believe  that  we  are  just  beginning  to 
understand  what  co-operation  can  do  for  libra- 
ries, I  do  not  think  that  co-operation  will  dis- 
pose of  the  dictionary  card  catalog.  On  the 
contrary  it  will  but  emphasize  its  necessity  and 
increase  its  usefulness.  Before  we  can  dis- 
pense with  the  dictionary  analrtic  card  catalog 
we  must  have  more  and  better  subject  bibli- 
ographies and  in  addition  a  complete  bibli- 
ography of  bibliographies  kept  up  to  date  in 
the  same  manner  as  Poole's  Index,  cumulating 
yearly  or  five-yearly. 

The  dictionary  card  catalog  with  its  simple 
alphabet  including  analytics,  double  entries, 
and  cross  references,  is  unquestionably  the 
form  of  catalog  that  is  of  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number,  and  not  for  some  time  to 
come,  if  ever,  will  it  be  superseded  by  a  printed 
catalog  or  by  the  general  use  of  bibliographies. 

The  Chairman:  I  will  ask  Mr.  Fletcher  to 
open  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  Behold  an  angel  of  peace! 
I  think  it  is  evident  that  too  much  energy  it 
wasted  along  the  lines  indicated  by  **  versus* 
in  this  title.  There  is  no  **  versus "  about  it 
The  case  is  all  in  a  nutshell.  The  dictionirr 
catalog  is  a  necessity,  and  the  only  qnestioo 
is  how  far  we  shall  carry  it.  I  was  called  upon 
to  speak  on  this  subject,  I  understand,  because 
of  my  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Publish- 
ing Board  and  its  efforts  to  transfer  to  the  field 
which  we  (by  an  almost  mistaken  use  of  terms) 
call  bibliography,  as  large  a  portion  as  possi- 
ble of  the  work  that  has  been  put  into  the 
field  that  is  called  cataloging.  It  was  long 
ago  recognized  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
work  that  is  put  into  the  cataloging  could  he 
with  great  advantage  transferred  to  the  field  of 
bibliography.  That  transfer  is  constant!/ 
going  on.     As  an  example,  take  Poole's  Index* 

How  many  people   here  are  writing  index 
cards  for  current  periodicals  and  putting  tfaeo 
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into  their  card  catalogs  ?    All  those  who  do  so 
please  raise  their  hands. 

No  hands  were  raised. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  Why  not?  That  illus- 
trates the  situation.  If  Poole's  Index,  which 
was  the  first  of  our  great  co-operative  biblio- 
graphical undertakings,  has  made  such  cata- 
loging unnecessary,  why  will  not  other  such 
undertakings  make  a  great  deal  more  cata- 
loging work  unnecessary?  How  many  people 
here  are  making  as  many  analytical  cards  now 
as  they  did  before  the  •*  A.  L.  A.  index"  and 
the  "Annual  literary  index "  came  into  exist- 
ence? I  do  not  see  any  hands  raised.  I  do 
not  like  that  word  *^  versus;"  there  is  no 
reason  for  it. 

C.  K.  Bolton  :  I  think  the  difficulty  about 
the  bibliography  scheme  in  the  average  library 
is  to  keep  the  bibliography  complete  and  up  to 
date.  When  twelve  months  have  gone  we 
must  throw  aside  our  bibliography  because 
it  is  not  up  to  date.  It  seems  to  me  the 
American  Library  Association  might  do  well 
to  issue  out  a  small  bibliography  of  books  likely 
to  be  in  every  library,  which  any  library  could 
buy,  and  put  its  own  shelf  numbers  on  for 
ordinary  use.  Such  list  would  not  be  out  of 
date  and  would  not  have  the  disadvantage  that 
is  found  in  almost  every  bibliographical 
scheme. 

C.  W.  Andrews  :  Attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  classed  catalog  furnishes  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  some  of  these  difficul- 
ties. Our  own  solution  is  much  like  Mr. 
Fletcher's.  We  have  an  author  catalog,  a 
classed  catalog,  and  a  subject  index  to  the 
latter  in  which  many  of  the  titles  appear  again. 
The  use  of  the  printed  cards  furnished  by  the 
Library  of  Congress  will  enable  you  all  to  have 
this  arrangement. 

Miss  Kroeger  said  that  she  wanted  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  bibliographies.  I  wonder  if  she 
knows  what  she  is  asking  for.  De  Margerie, 
in  his  bibliography  of  geological  bibliographies 
prepared  for  an  international  congress  of  geol- 
ogists, found  4,000  references.  A  bibliog- 
raphy of  bibliographies  on  that  scale  would 
probably  run  into  fifty  or  one  hundred  volumes. 
We  have  done  our  best  to  supply  the  need  of 
which  Miss  Kroeger  speaks,  so  far  as  our  own 
resources  are  concerned,  by  preparing  a  bib- 
liography of  bibliographies  of  scientific  and 
technical  literature,  or  a  list  of  those  books 


in  our  library  which  contained  lists  of  such 
books  or  which  are  lists  of  such  books.  This 
list  will  contain  some  three  thousand  titles, 
and  it  may  prove  of  use  to  reference  librarians. 

Another  point  I  wish  to  touch  was  Mr. 
Hodge's  reference  to  the  uselessness  of  some 
of  the  analytical  work  which  is  now  done  by 
co-operation.  I  agree  heartily.  I  think  that 
where  we  write  entries  from  material  already 
contained  in  scientific  or  other  bibliographies, 
we  do  work  which  need  not  be  done.  We 
ought  to  confine  our  work  to  those  entries 
which  do  not  occur  to  the  ordinary  student, 
and  especially  to  those  entries  which  have  ex- 
istence as  bibliographical  entries,  and  which 
are  being  published  as  **  separates"  or  as  re- 
prints. I  suppose  every  one  of  us  has  bought 
a  not  inconsiderable  per  cent  of  **  separates," 
thinking  that  they  were  independent  works  and 
afterwards  finding  them  in  our  own  library.  It 
is  that  class  of  work  which  ought  to  be  brought 
out  in  our  co-operative  analysis  of  periodicals. 

F.  J.  Teggart:  I  think  it  is  quite  possible 
that  librarians  are  doing  too  much  for  the  pub- 
lic; it  is  quite  possible  that  the  public  would 
get  on  very  well,  even  better  than  it  does  now, 
if  it  had  fewer  books  and  less  cataloging.  In 
other  words,  the  whole  population  is  divided 
into  two  parts ;  the  first  part  contains  perhaps 
90  per  cent.,  and  the  other  part  contains  10  per 
cent.  The  90  per  cent,  do  not  know  what  they 
want ;  they  go  to  the  dictionary  catalog  to  find 
out ;  the  10  per  cent,  know  what  they  want  and 
want  to  know  what  has  been  written  about  it 
and  they  go  to  the  bibliography,  if  the  bibliog- 
raphy is  sufficiently  good.  We  are  accumulat- 
ing enormous  quantities  of  cards  and  very  large 
quantities  of  books  in  the  smaller  public  libra- 
ries, and  both  the  cards  and  books  are  tendipg 
to  swamp  the  administration.  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  practicable  to  decide  upon  a  standard 
size  to  which  smaller  libraries  should  conform. 
I  do  not  think  the  small  library  ought  to  keep 
all  the  books  that  it  has  ever  acquired,  unless  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  it  to  do  so.  Conse- 
quently, cataloging  will  tend  to  become  a  more 
and  more  temporary  thing.  We  now  look  on  the 
catalog  as  a  permanent  addition  to  the  library, 
but  I  cannot  look  at  it  in  that  light.  The  only 
record  of  books  that  should  be  considered  per- 
manent should  be  a  record  in  bibliographical 
form.  The  bibliography  is  for  the  student,  and 
in  our  discussions  we  constantly  lose  sight  of 
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the  difference  between  the  person  who  simply 
wants  a  book  on  a  given  subject,  and  to  whom 
nearly  any  book  on  that  subject  would  be  satis- 
factory, and  the  person  who  would  search  the 
country  over  to  find  everything  existing  on  that 
subject.  If  we  are  to  do  firht-class  work,  we 
ought  to  have  complete  bibliographies,  with 
indications  of  the  libraries  all  over  the  country 
in  which  the  books  are  to  be  found.  I  am  now 
working  on  a  subject  in  which  some  people 
here  may  be  interested,  books  printed  on  the 
subject  of  library  administration.  It  is  curious 
to  note  that  only  perhaps  ten  per  cent,  of  those 
books  are  in  any  library  in  the  United  States 
or  in  all  the  libraries  of  the  United  States  put 
together.  Now,  in  a  bibliography  of  that  kind 
there  should  be  indication  of  the  library  where 
those  books  are  to  be  found.  The  bibliography 
should  be  made  complete,  but  it  should  at  the 
same  time  be  a  reference  catalog  for  such  of  the 
books  as  are  available.  The  distinction  should 
be  clearly  drawn  that  the  average  public  library 
reader  does  not  want  to  hunt  up  books  in  bibli- 
ographies.  He  simply  wants  to  have  some  book 
on  the  subject  given  him  with  the  recommend- 
ation to  go  and  read  it  —  which  he  generally 
does  not  do.  The  only  thing  that  is  read 
through  is  fiction,  and  even  as  to  fiction  I  doubt 
the  thoroughness  with  which  that  is  read.  I 
have  repeatedly  found,  where  a  signature  has 
been  left  out  in  the  binding  of  a  novel,  that 
nobody  would  mention  it  for  six  months.  The 
interests  of  the  average  person  who  comes  to  a 
public  library  are  more  or  less  superficial,  and 
the  best  efforts  of  the  library  should  be  directed 
towards  the  studious  person  who  is  actually 
studying, — and  this  person  represents  about 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  whole  use  of  the  library. 

Nina  E.  Browne:  I  want  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion as  to  a  form  for  a  catalog,  which  seems 
to  have  been  very  little  considered.  In  the 
first  place,  I  would  have  a  classed  catalog.  It 
is  of  minor  importance  whether  it  is  arranged 
by  Decimal  classification  numbers  or  by  the 
Expansive  classification  numbers  or  alphabeti- 
cally, so  long  as  it  gives  a  subject  order.  Then 
in  the  author  catalog  place  with  the  author 
cards  the  index  to  the  subject  catalog,  together 
with  the  title  cards  in  their  alphabetical  order. 
The  index  card  may  bear  at  the  top  the  sub- 
ject, and  below  the  direction,  *'  For  books  on 
this  subject,  see  the  subject  catalog,  cards  num- 
bered so  and  so"  if  arranged  by  the  Decimal  or 


Expansive  classification,  or  **  cards  arranged 
in  the  subject  catalog  under  smck  a  wordT* 
In  that  way  you  can  get  all  the  Riaterial  that 
any  reader  may  look  for.  For  instance,  if  he 
looks  for  **  Birds,**  the  card  may  read,  ^*  Birds," 
on  the  top  line,  and  below,  *'  For  books  on 
this  subject  see  cards  numbered  59S.*'  If  he 
looks  for  **  Ornithology,**  as  the  learned  reader 
may  do,  he  also  finds  a  similar  card  referring 
to  the  same  subject  cards  numbered  598.  In 
that  way  one  gets  the  benefit  of  the  dictionary 
form  of  author,  title,  and  subject  in  one 
alphabet,  at  the  same  time  escaping  the  trying 
tee  also  references.  One  also  gets  rid  of  the 
great  bulk  of  subject  cards  which  go  into  the 
dictionary  catalog,  and  so  break  the  continuity 
of  the  alphabet.  Sometimes  a  subject  extends 
through  two  or  three  drawers,  and  a  person 
who  is  not  familiar  with  large  dictionary  cata- 
logs often  loses  his  way  in  the  alphabet.  The 
index  cards,  of  course,  simply  fall  properly  into 
place,  and  I  would  have  these  index  cards  of  a 
different  color  from  the  others,  so  that  when  a 
reader  once  catches  the  idea  of  a  subject  index, 
the  color  will  guide  him  and  he  will  not  look 
over  the  other  cards.  The  title  card  might 
also  be  of  another  color.  I  have  talked  abont 
this  catalog  for  a  good  many  years,  but  I  hare 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  try  it.  I  have 
been  told  that  St.  Louis  is  trying  it. 

Mr.  Crundkn  :  We  are  trying  it  now.  Some 
years  ago  this  subject  was  discussed,  and  I  re- 
member summing  up  my  opinion  by  saying 
that  the  only  thing  to  do  was  to  have  both. 
We  have  recently  begun  to  do  so.  We  bare 
not  done  enough  yet  to  know  what  the  practi- 
cal results  will  be,  but  as  to  Riy^self  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  necessity. 

Mr.  Ballard  :  I  would  like  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion that  may  be  helpful  to  those  librarians 
who  feel  that  they  would  like  to  lighten  some- 
what the  labor  of  cataloging  and  who  feel  that 
there  is  great  difficulty  in  caring  for  the  mass  of 
books  constantly  coming  to  our  libraries.  One 
large  division  of  the  books  bought  in  public 
libraries  may  be  classed  as  **  temporary,**  that 
is,  almost  every  librarian  buya  books  during 
the  year  to  satisfy  a  wholly  temporary  demand. 
In  the  Berkshire  Athenamm,  instead  of  buying 
such  books,  we  now  rent  them  for  a  year.  The 
Tabard  Inn  Library  agrees  to  furnish  to  poNic 
libraries  not  less  than  125  a  month,  and  aoj 
larger  number  at  lower  rates.     We  take  the 
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smallest  number,  125.  If  these  books  are  ex* 
changed  every  month  —  and  there  are  no  condi- 
tions as  to  the  number  exchanged —  the  library 
receives  1*500  books  during  the  year,  or  an 
equivalent  of  6,000  exchanges,  and  the  charge 
is  $150*  which  is  less  than  the  cost  of  catalog- 
ing those  fifteen  hundred  books.  I  am  of 
course  speaking  of  books  you  would  not  care 
to  keep  more  than  the  current  year.  We  think 
our  library  saves  $1,000  on  this  arrangement; 
we  also  save  the  expense  and  time  of  catalog-, 
ing;  and  we  save  shelf  room,  because  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  books  go  back.  The  vol- 
umes come  prepared  for  issue ;  the  numbers  are 
upon  them,  and  the  numbers  are  different  from 
those  used  in  any  library  system  that  I  know 
of,  so  that  the  number  itself  differentiates  the 
volume.  We  treat  them  precisely  as  if  they 
were  our  own  books,  distinguishing  them  by 
the  numbers  on  the  back,  and  letting  them  go 
out  as  if  they  were  our  own.  One  added 
advantage  is  that  all  of  our  patrons  who  draw 
these  particular  books  may  carry  them  away  on 
vacation  if  they  desire.  They  may  be  ex- 
changed in  Boston  or  San  Francisco  or  any 
other  town  for  any  other  Tabard  Inn  Library 
book,  and  that  may  be  returned  to  us  to  cancel 
the  charge.  We  do  not  care  whether  our 
readers  return  the  same  book  or  not,  providing 
it  is  a  book  belonging  to  the  system,  and  we 
are  not  obliged  to  return  to  Philadelphia  at  the 
end  of  the  year  the  same  fifteen  hundred  vol- 
umes received,  but  we  can  return  any  fifteen 
hundred  volumes  bearing  the  Tabard  Inn  Li- 
brary imprint.  The  plan  is  simple,  economi- 
cal, and  popular. 

Mr.  HoDGBS :  There  have  been  references  to 
the  ease  of  cataloging.  The  general  public  has 
an  idea  that  the  cataloging  of  a  library  is  a 
very  simple  affair.  The  average  person  from 
outside  walks  into  a  library  and  says,  **  Why 
don't  you  catalog  this  library?"  In  what  I  am 
going  to  say  I  refer  more  especially  to  the  cat- 
alog work  which  is  done  or  should  be  done  in 
a  large  library.  I  have  had  put  in  my  hands 
occasionally  some  of  the  printed  cards,  the  in- 
dex cards,  to  scientific  periodicals,  and  I  have 
been  asked  to  subject-catalog  those  cards.  I 
think  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  I  found 
it  necessary  to  spend  from  two  hours  to  four 
hours  in  determining  the  subject  which  should 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  each  one  of  those  titles. 
It  is  extremely  difficult  to  do  that  kind  of  sub- 


ject-cataloging. No  one  person  can  cover  any 
considerable  fraction  of  the  whole  field  of  hu- 
man knowledge.  Then,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  after  spending  from  two  to  four  hours  on 
each  one  of  those  cards,  I  was  by  no^  manner 
Of  means  certain  that  I  had  put  the  correct  sub- 
ject heading  on  the  card.  If  there  is  a  genius 
who  can  subject-classify  120  cards  for  the  titles 
in  the  Old  South  Leaflets  in  the  fraction  of  a 
minute  —  they  estimate  that  the  cost  of  catalog- 
ing the  Old  South  Leaflets  is  simply  the  cost  of 
the  cards  —  I  should  like  to  know  him.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  much  exaggeration  to  say  that  it 
would  take  me,  if  I  took  the  Old  South  Leaf- 
lets, from  a  week  to  two  weeks  to  properly  sub- 
ject-catalog all  the  items  in  that  collection. 

When  all  this  cataloging  has  been  done, 
what  is  the  result?  Of  course,  the  catalog  of 
Harvard  University  is  not  a  dictionary  catalog ; 
it  is  a  classed  catalog ;  but  it  is  a  very  elabo- 
rate catalog.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  work  there  have  estimated  that  that  catalog 
has  cost  about  half  a  million  of  dollars.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  I  was  looking  up  the  subject  of 
foundation  sacriflce,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  I 
found  a  single  entry  in  that  elaborate  catalog 
of  any  material  on  foundation  sacrifice.  Foun- 
dation sacrifice  is  the  propitiatory  offering  to 
the  powers  of  the  earth  when  new  buildings, 
churches,  etc.,  are  erected.  But  I  did  take  the 
newest  book  on  folk-lore  which  I  could  find, 
and  in  a  few  moments  I  found  a  foot-note, —  I 
think  there  was  no  formal  bibliography,  —  and 
I  found  references  to  other  material,  and  in  the 
odd  moments  which  I  had  to  give  to  the  mat- 
ter, in  a  day  or  two  I  had  on  my  notes  the 
titles  of  about  a  dozen  books  containing  chap- 
ters on  the  special  subject  in  which  I  was  in- 
terested and  on  which  I  was  preparing  a  paper. 
None  of  that  material  had  been  brought  out  in 
the  catalog,  which  had  cost  a  fortune,  and  I 
hope  it  never  will  be  brought  out. 

I  was  asked  at  one  time  at  Harvard  to  find  a 
pamphlet  written  by  a  French  priest,  name  un- 
known, describing  the  occurrences  at  the  time 
of  the  opening  of  the  tombs  of  the  French 
kings  at  St  Denis.  As  I  say,  the  author  was 
unknown,  and  it  was  merely  stated  to  me  that 
when  those  tombs  were  opened,  a  French 
priest  very  naturally  was  present  and  saw 
what  happened,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  he 
wrote  down  a  report  of  what  was  done,  and 
that  was  printed  in  pamphlet  form.    I  went  to 
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the  Hmrvmrd  catalog  and  I  looked  in  its 
drawers  for  about  five  or  ten  minutes.  I  was 
simplj  staggered  at  the  idea  of  hunting  down 
that  pamphlet  from  that  catalog,  but  I  went  to 
the  shelves  and  in  twenty  minutes  I  had  that 
pamphlet  in  xtij  hands,  printed  as  an  appendix 
to  one  of  the  larger  histories  of  France.  There 
is  nothing  simpler  than  finding  material  of  that 
kind.  It  was  suggested  to  me  that  an  entrj 
ought  to  be  made  and  a  card  inserted  in  the 
catalog ;  but  if  I  had  put  that  card  in,  I  would 
verjr  much  prefer  going  to  the  shelves  and  find- 
ing the  pamphlet  again  as  I  did,  rather  than 
try  to  find  that  card  among  the  millions  o^ 
cards  in  those  drawers.  All  that  was  necessary, 
of  course,  was  to  get  the  most  elaborate  and  ex- 
tensive history  of  the  Reign  of  Terror  and  to 
turn  over  the  pages  until  the  pages  were  reached 
describing  the  desecration  of  the  tombs,  and 
there  in  a  foot-note  —  it  was  a  properly  made 
book — was  a  reference  to  the  raw  material  on 
which  that  history  was  built  up. 

I  think  it  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  catalog- 
ing is  a  very  simple  and  easy  matter.  I  confess 
it  is  distasteful  work  to  me;  I  never  liked  it. 
I  think  it  is  also  extremely  difficult  work  if 
you  are  going  beyond  the  simplest  books,  and 
it  is  work  that  takes  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
costs  an  enormous  amount  of  money.  You 
can  jump  at  the  subject  from  the  title,  but  you 
are  almost  certain  to  jump  wrong. 

Charles  K.  Bolton  submitted  the  report  of 

COMMITTEE   ON  NOMINATIONS 

presenting  the  name  of  C.  W.  Andrews  for 
chairman,  and  George  F.  Danforth  for  secre- 
tary. The  report  was  accepted  and  the  persons 
named  were  unanimously  elected. 

A  report  to  the  A.  L.  A.  Council  was  made 
by  the  Section's  Special  Committee  on  Ameri- 
can Dissertations,  appointed  last  year,  and  this 
report  was  referred  to  the  Section  for  considera- 
tion.    It  is  as  follows  : 

REPORT     OF    COMMITTEE    ON     AMERICAN 
DISSERTATIONS. 

The  committee  on  American  dissertations 
submitted  in  part  fulfilment  of  the  requirements 
for  the  degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy,  beg 
leave  to  report  their  work  for  the  past  year. 

It  was  found  impracticable  to  send  the  draft 
letter  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Wau- 
kesha Conference,  page  207,  until  it  was  too  late 
to  have  desired  data  included  in  university 
catalogs  for  1901-02.     This  being  the  case,  it 


seemed  best  to  let  the  matter  rest  still  further, 
so  that  the  question  might  reach  university 
authorities  late  in  the  present  year,  to  be  carried 
into  effect  next  academic  year.  A  copy  of  the 
circular  letter  approved  by  the  Council  was 
finally  sent  to  the  presidents  of  seventy-seven 
institutions,  including  all  institutions  which 
conferred  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  on  examination 
in  the  years  1898^99  and  1899-1900,  according 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Education's  reports  for 
those  years.  To  this  list  were  added  certain 
other  institutions  of  good  grade,  offering  the 
degree  on  examination  and  residence,  accord' 
ing  to  the  list  given  on  pages  1566-1581  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Education's  report  for  1898- 
99.  The  circular  letter  was  sent  also  to 
Toronto  and  McGill  Universities,  and  to  the 
librarians  of  thirty-three  of  the  more  important 
institutions,  inclosing  in  each  one  of  the 
printed  cards  as  follows : 

749  tk*  Librarian: 

Yoar  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  aco^- 
panyinjf  letter,  a  copy  of  which  nas  been  mailed  to  the 
president  of  your  university.  The  inclusion  of  the  de- 
sired data  in  tne  annual  catalog,  or  correspoodinr  publi- 
cation, of  TOur  institution  will  ffreatij  facilitate  the  txrm- 
Silation  of  the  proposed  annual  bibliog;raphy  of  Americsa 
issertations.  Hence  your  co-operation  in  secarinf 
prompt  action  by  the  faculty  of  your  institution  on  this 
matter  is  urgently  requested. 

Thk  CoMMrrrsB. 

This  seemed  desirable  in  the  case  of  the 
more  important  universities,  so  as  to  secure 
co-operation  of  librarians  in  getting  the  matter 
attended  to.  A  short  foot-note  to  the  letter 
was  appended  as  follows : 

A  copy  of  the  above  letter  is  sent  to  auch  institutioBS 
of  learnlng^  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  confer  the 
degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy  or  scienoe  after  resiikaoe 
and  examination.  The  committee  has  under  coasidns- 
tion  the  compilation  and  publication  of  an  annual  list  oi 
American  dissertations  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of  phikN- 
c»hy  or  science,  and  of  a  similar  complete  list  of  sack 
dissertations  to  July,  1900.  Any  communications  vith 
reference  to  the  subject  may  be  addressed  to  Walter  M. 
Smith,  Librarian  of  the  University  of  Wiscoosia, 
Madison,  Wis. 

The  communications  that  have  come  and  tre 
coming  in  will  be  filed  and  forwarded  to  the 
person  or  committee  that  takes  up  the  work  of 
the  compilation  of  the  proposed  list  It  is 
highly  probable  that  in  time  the  Library  of 
Congress  will  take  up  the  matter  of  compiling 
and  publishing  such  a  list,  and  the  committee 
recommend  that  this  arrangement  be  made,  if 
possible.  In  any  case,  the  insertion  of  su^ 
gested  data  in  university  catalogs  will  make 
much  easier  the  compilation  of  an  annual  litt 

Replies  are  already  coming  in  from  univer^ 
sity  presidents,  and  all  heard  from  so  far  agree 
to  publish  desired  data  in  future  catalogs. 

Waltbr  M.  Smith,       \ 
Bernard  C.  Stkinrr,  \  CommiUtt. 


C.  W.  Andrews, 


There  was  no  discussion  on  the  report  of  the 
committee.    The  meeting  adjourned  at  1345- 


CATALOG  SECT/OAT. 


187 


CATALCX5    SECTION. 


'THE  Catalog  Section  of  the  American  Li- 
brary  Association  held  a  meeting  in  the 
New  Magnolia  Hotel,  Magnolia,  Mass.,  on  the 
afternoon  of  Thursday,  June  19.  The  officers 
of  the  section  were  J.  C.  M.  Hanson,  chair- 
man; Miss  Marj  E.  Hawlej,  secretary.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30,  when  the 
chairman  announced  a 

COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS, 

consisting  of  T.  F.  Currier,  Miss  Edith  Clarke, 
and  Miss  Maude  Henderson. 

The  Chairman:  It  may  be  well  to  preface 
the  program  with  a  brief  explanation.  For 
previous  meetings  of  this  section,  no  stated 
program  was  announced.  If  this  year  we  have 
decided  to  depart  slightly  from  the  precedent 
thus  established,  there  are  several  reasons  for 
doing  so.  This  conference  seemed  to  offer 
special  opportunities  for  learning  something 
about  the  card  catalogs  which  in  their  respec- 
tive fields  certainly  take  the  lead,  —  the  diction- 
ary card  catalog  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
the  alphabetical  classed  catalog  and  the  author 
catalog  of  Harvard  College  Library.  This 
year  we  have  been  especially  fortunate  in 
securing  Mr.  Lane  to  speak  for  Harvard  Col- 
lege and  Mr.  Hunt  to  speak  for  the  Boston 
Public  Library.  I  will,  therefore,  ask  Mr. 
Lane  to  describe  for  us 

THE   CATALOG   OF  THE   HARVARD  COLLEGE 

LIBRARY. 

W.  C.  Lane:  I  am  glad  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  talk  about  the  Harvard  catalog 
because  that  catalog  is  distinctly  different  from 
either  of  the  two  great  types  of  catalog  which 
have  come  into  general  use,  but  it  is  of  a  kind 
to  give  many  useful  hints  to  other  libraries.  I 
have  brought  no  statistics  or  history  in  my 
head  or  on  paper,  so  I  shall  not  take  up  the 
subject  from  that  side.  I  will  simply  say  in 
passing  that  the  library  printed  three  catalogs 
in  the  eighteenth  century  (1723,  1773.  and 
1790),  and  that  the  last  one  was  that  issued  in 
1830.  A  supplement  was  printed  in  1833.  and 
then  material  began  to  collect  toward  a  suc- 
cession of  later  supplements;  but  no  further 
supplement  was  ever  printed.  This  material 
was  SQon  turned  over  into  a  card  catalog,  the 


present  official  catalog  of  the  library,  which  I 
suppose  is  one  of  the  oldest — possibly  the 
oldest  —  strictly  card  catalog  in  existence. 
This  has  been  continued  down  to  the  present 
time  with  some  changes  of  plan  and  some 
changes  of  detail.  The  public  catalog,  how- 
ever, is  the  one  of  which  I  want  to  speak  and 
about  which  I  think  you  will  be  most  interested 
to  hear.  This  catalog  was  begun  in  1861.  It 
was  planned  by  Mr.  Ezra  Abbot  on  what  was 
then  a  rather  new  idea,  and  it  was  developed 
with  much  skill  and  ingenuity.  The  two  other 
types  of  catalog  are  (i)  the  dictionary  catalog, 
which  adopts  what  would  seem  to  be  the  most 
obvious  plan  (though  it  was  not  the  earliest), 
—  the  plan  of  arranging  all  subjects  both  great 
and  small  in  one  alphabetical  series,  and  (a) 
the  classed  catalog  which  works  on  the  oppo- 
site plan,  lays  out  the  field  of  knowledge  into 
classes,  then  divides  and  sub-divides  these 
classes  until  the  smaller  topics  are  reached. 
The  Harvard  catalog  combines  important  ele- 
ments from  each  of  these  and  profits  by  the 
combination.  As  in  the  dictionary  catalog,  the 
arrangement  is  alphabetical  from  beginning  to 
end,  but  instead  of  a  single  all-comprehensive 
alphabet,  we  have  related  topics  grouped  al« 
phabetically  under  larger  headings,  the  object 
being  not  only  to  bring  side  by  side  topics 
that  are  nearly  related  or  that  one  would  be 
likely  to  want  at  the  same  time,  but  to  bring 
them  also  into  close  relation  with  more  general 
works  that  cover  the  same  subject.  In  fact, 
the  underlying  method  of  the  catalog  is  that 
of  combining  similar  things  in  groups  rather 
than  that  of  sub-dividing  general  subjects  into 
special.  A  classified  catalog  is  the  result,  but 
classification  is  not  pressed  any  further  than 
usefulness  demands.  Of  the  primary  heads 
that  make  up  the  main  alphabet,  some  are  very 
extensive,  as  extensive  as  some  of  the  main 
divisions  of  classified  systems,  and  fill  drawer 
after  drawer  of  the  catalog  case,  —  such  at 
History  and  Geography,  Chemistry  and  Phys- 
ics, and  other  sciences ;  while  other  headings  are 
of  limited  scope  and  cover  but  a  few  cards.  In  a 
single  drawer,  for  example,  are  the  main  head- 
ings *•  Famines,"  "Fans,"  **Fats,"  "Fences," 
and  *'  Ferries,*'  each  one  of  them  with  but  few 
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cards  under  it  These  were  left  as  main  headings 
simply  because  there  was  no  particular  advan- 
tage in  grouping  them  with  others  under  a 
more  general  division.  **  Fences  **  might  have 
been  put  under  "Agriculture"  or  "Architec- 
ture" or  "Carpentry"  or  elsewhere,  but  as 
nothing  would  be  gained  by  doing  so,  the 
cards  are  left  under  '•  Fences." 

The  main  principle  of  the  catalog  being  a 
grouped  arrangement,  that  arrangement  was 
carried  out^  in  the  first  place,  to  a  very  com- 
plete degree,  but  has  been  modified  to  some 
extent  from  time  to  time,  as  certain  inconven- 
iences became  evident  For  example,  at  first 
all  biographies  were  brought  together  under 
the  heading  "  Biography,"  under  which  head- 
ing were  (i)  general  or  collected  biographies, 
divided  by  countries  or  by  classes  of  people, 
and  (2)  an  alphabetical  series  of  individual 
biographies.  But  a  few  years  ago  it  was  de- 
cided that  a  better  plan  would  be  to  scatter  the 
individual  biographies  through  the  author  cat- 
alog. That  has  now  been  done,  and  the  result 
it  that  after  the  titles  of  books  by  a  man  follow 
immediately  the  titles  of  books  or  pamphlets 
about  him  or  relating  to  him  in  any  way. 

This  suggests  another  point  which  properly 
should  have  been  mentioned  earlier.  The  cat- 
alog is  in  two  alphabets,  by  authors  and  by 
subjects,  but  that  is  no  necessary  characteristic 
of  it;  it  might  be  thrown  into  one  alphabet 
like  a  dictionary  catalog — that  is  to  say,  the 
subject  headings  might  be  introduced  into  the 
author  catalog  without  in  the  least  changing 
the  principle  of  the  catalog.  It  seemed  more 
convenient)  from  the  fact  that  many  subjects 
take  up  a  great  many  drawers,  not  to  interrupt 
the  alphabetical  progress,  so  to  speak,  of  the 
author  catalog,  by  introducing  great  blocks  of 
cards  under  one  heading,  and  therefore  the 
subjects  were  made  a  separate  alphabet 

Another  example  of  the  grouping  tendency 
was  the  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  which  Dr. 
Abbot  brought  all  together  under  the  two 
heads  "Greek  authors"  and  "Latin  authors," 
in  the  subject  catalog,  including  under  each 
author's  name  both  texts  and  commentaries. 
That  appeared  to  us  after  a  time  to  be  on  the 
whole  an  inconvenient  arrangement,  and  they 
have  now  been  scattered  through  the  author 
catalog,  texts  and  commentaries  being  of 
course  still  kept  together.  The  classics,  that 
is  to  say,  are  treated  like  moderns  —  perhaps 


an  indication  of  a  general  change  of  attitude 
toward  classical  studies.  It  is  interesting  to 
consider  whether  further  changes  of  the  same 
kind  would  not  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  cat- 
alog, and  if  one  were  starting  afresh,  such 
questions  would  certainly  require  consideration. 
For  example,  under  the  heading  *'  History  "  all 
the  strictly  historical  works  in  regard  to  various 
countries  and  places  are  brought  together  in  an 
alphabetical  arrangement  by  places.  The  same 
is  true  of  books  of  travel  and  description  under 
"Geography."  I  am  inclined  to  think,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  split 
up  these  classes  just  as  "  Biography  "  was  split 
up,  and  to  scatter  their  contents  up  and  down 
through  the  alphabet  under  the  names  of  the 
places  themselves.  Perhaps  if  we  did  this,  it 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
catalog  to  group  places  locally  under  common 
heads,  putting,  for  example,  the  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts under  "Massachusetts,**  or  even 
placing  Massachusetts  and  its  towns  together 
with  other  states  all  under  "United  States." 
Then  under  the  name  of  each  place  would  be 
found  everything  of  a  descriptive  or  historical 
nature  connected  with  it  which  now  has  to  be 
sought  under  several  different  heads,  Antiq- 
uities, Customs,  Geography,  History,  Politics, 
Political  Economy,  Statistics,  etc. 

We  should,  however,  probably  never  go  so 
far  as  the  Boston  Public  Library  has  done  in 
bringing  local  material  under  the  place  name 
used  as  a  main  heading.  Books  on  the  flora, 
the  fauna,  or  the  geology  of  a  place  we  should 
continue  to  enter  under  Botany,  Zoology,  or 
Geology,  making  subordinate  place-divisions 
under  those  heads,  as  is  now  the  custom  even 
in  dictionary  catalogs,  and  the  same  would  be 
true  of  books  on  the  art  or  music  of  a  place. 
But  there  is  abundant  room  for  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  books  on  the  agriculture, 
the  commerce,  or  the  manufactures  of  a  par- 
ticular locality  are  best  included  with  other 
descriptive  works  imder  the  name  of  the  place, 
or  are  more  useful  under  the  heads  Agricul- 
ture, Commerce,  or  Manufactures,  side  by  side 
with  books  relating  to  other  places  considered 
from  the  same  point  of  view. 

A  change  of  this  kind,  however,  in  the 
Harvard  catalog  is  not  likely  to  be  actually 
made,  though  in  many  respects  it  would  be 
desirable.    The  labor  involved  forbids. 

The  grouping  of  minor  subjects  under  general 
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headings  requires  more  detailed  consideration 
than  we  have  yet  given  it.  The  arrangement 
continues  alphabetical,  but  not  necessarily  in  a 
single  alphabet  under  anj  one  heading.  The 
character  of  the  sub-heads  maj  be  such  that  it 
is  desirable  to  group  them.  For  example, 
under  ''Botany"  some  of  the  sub-divisions 
would  be  names  of  countries  or  places  (for 
books  relating  to  the  flora  of  a  particular 
place) ;  others  would  be  names  of  particular 
plants  or  families  (for  systematic  works  or  de- 
scriptive monographs),  others  would  relate  to 
physiology,  others  would  be  the  names  of  dis- 
tinguished botanists  (for  biographies),  and  so 
on.  That  being  the  case,  we  do  not  want  to 
mix  up  in  one  alphabet  our  botanists  and  our 
plants  and  our  countries,  and  they  are  segre- 
gated into  as  many  alphabetical  groups  as  are 
desired  by  the  use  of  headings,  such  as  **  Biog- 
raphy," ••  Geography,"  *•  Physiology,"  •*  Sys- 
tematic," each  of  which  serves  to  hold  together 
under  it  headings  of  a  similar  kind. 

The  same  is  true  of  all  the  larger  headings  of 
the  catalog.  Under  '*  Music"  we  must  provide 
for  (x)  biographies  of  musicians,  arranged  al- 
phabetically under  the  sub-head  **  Biography;  " 
(a)  Works  on  the  history  of  music,  grouped 
together  alphabetically  by  countries  under  the 
general  sub-division  "History;"  (3)  Topics 
relating  to  musical  theory,  counterpoint,  har- 
mony, and  the  like,  grouped  together  under 
the  sub-head  **  Theory ; "  (4)  Books  on  musical 
instruments  —  the  accordion,  the  piano,  the 
organ,  the  flute  —  grouped  in  alphabetical 
order  under  the  head  **  Instruments; "  (5) 
Books  of  instruction  on  various  instruments, 
grouped  together  under  the  sub-head  *'  Instruc- 
tion;" (6)  Musical  texts,  brought  together 
under  the  headings  *'  Instrumental "  and  *'  Vo- 
cal "  and  so  on.  The  same  practice  applies  to 
all  the  groups  that  make  up  th^  catalog.  It  is 
not  worth  while  to  take  your  time  in  going  over 
different  ones  in  detail.  You  see  the  principle 
and  its  application. 

There  is  one  essential  part  of  the  system 
which  I  have  not  mentioned  —  the  index.  For 
the  first  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  of  the  cata- 
log's existence,  it  had  no  index,  or  had  only 
imperfect  references  on  the  cards.  You  see,  of 
course,  that  a  complete  index  of  all  subordinate 
headings  is  absolutely  essental  to  the  useful- 
ness of  such  a  catalog.  A  person  unfamiliar 
with  the  catalog  —  and  a  host  of  new  students 


come  in  upon  us  every  year  —  does  not  know 
under  what  general  head  he  should  look  for  a 
subject,  and  becomes  confused.  He  is  bewild- 
ered at  first  by  the  different  alphabets  under 
each  head  and  must  learn  to  find  his  way. 
What  he  needs  is  a  full  alphabetical  index  of  all 
the  headings  great  and  small,  principal  and  sub- 
ordinate. Such  a  subject  index  was  the  result 
of  a  good  many  years*  work  which  necessarily 
involved  the  straightening  out  of  many  incon- 
sistencies and  imperfections  in  the  catalog  that 
had  grown  up  just  because  there  had  been  no 
index  of  this  kind  to  guide  cataloger  as  well  as 
student. 

One  point  in  regard  to  the  references  in  the 
index  I  should  mention.  A  system  of  number- 
ing, not  contemplated  in  the  original  scheme 
of  the  catalog,  had  been  introduced  and  applied 
to  the  subject  headings  so  as  to  make  reference 
more  easy.  If  under  "Organs"  in  the  index 
it  is  desired  to  refer  to  the  place  in  the  subject 
catalog  where  titles  on  the  history  or  construc- 
tion of  organs  will  be  found  we  might  say, 
Music —  Instruments  —  §  Organs,  but  it  is  sim- 
pler and  shorter  to  write  6520.354,  6530  being 
the  serial  number  assigned  to  Music,  and  .354 
a  decimal  number  indicating  the  particular  sub- 
division under  Music. 

These  numbers  are  inscribed  on  the  outside 
of  the  catalog  drawers  and  on  the  guides  inside 
so  that  the  inquirer  is  easily  and  quickly  led  to 
the  specific  heading  he  wants.  With  the  index 
the  use  of  the  catalog  is  reasonably  simple.  I 
know  of  no  subject-catalog  which  a  novice  or  a 
person  who  is  unwilling  to  take  pains  can  use 
to  advantage.  One  has  to  learn  to  use  it  like 
anything  else. 

The  advantages  of  the  Harvard  catalog  over 
either  of  the  types  in  common  use  are  mainly 
these.  In  the  first  place,  new  subjects  as  they 
come  up  can  be  inserted  easily  and  naturally 
without  limit.  New  subjects  are  coming  up 
constantly,  especially  in  connection  with  ana- 
lytical work,  such  as  the  cards  issued  by  the 
Publishing  Board.  New  subjects  generally 
appear  first  in  periodicals,  but  they  very  soon 
turn  up  as  the  themes  of  books  and  pamphlets 
and  have  to  be  dealt  with.  In  a  classified  cat- 
alog on  the  Decimal  or  Expansive  system  you 
have  to  find  an  appropriate  place  and  introduce 
a  new  number,  which  in  many  cases  will  make 
your  new  subject  appear  to  be  subordinate  to 
something  else    not  particularly  appropriate. 
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You  have  not  an  indefinite  number  of  new 
places  of  the  same  rank  as  the  old  ones  in 
which  to  introduce  new  subjects ;  you  have  to 
introduce  them  as  subordinate  to  something 
else  already  established.  But  in  our  catalog  it 
is  not  so.  You  introduce  as  many  subjects  as 
jrou  like  on  the  same  rank  with  subjects  al- 
ready represented,  because  the  arrangement  is 
•imply  alphabetical. 

The  fact  that  related  subjects  are  brought  to- 
gether and  brought  into  connection  with  gen- 
eral works  is  an  advantage  which  the  Harvard 
catalog  shares  with  other  classified  catalogs, 
but  which  it  has  over  the  dictionary  catalog. 

One  other  advantage  of  our  catalog  is  its 
adaptability  to  printing.  It  would  be  very  easy 
to  take  any  of  these  larger  sections  and  put 
them  in  print  whenever  we  have  the  means  and 
the  time  to  do  so,  and  I  hope  that  sometime  we 
shall  be  able  to  undertake  this  on  a  continuous 
plan.  When  we  do,  we  need  not  start  at  the 
beginning  of  the  alphabet  If  chemistry  or 
physics  or  fine  arts  are  more  important  than 
agriculture,  we  will  start  with  whatever  seems 
ripest  at  the  time,  and  the  catalog  breaks  up 
into  groups  in  such  a  way  that  this  can  con- 
veniently be  done. 

C.  A.  Cutter  :  May  I  make  a  slight  correc- 
tion of  one  statement.^  Mr.  Lane  said  that  a 
new  subject  inserted  in  an  Expansive  catalog 
would  have  to  be  inserted  in  an  apparei.t  sub- 
ordination while  it  ought  not  to  be  subordi- 
nated; but  in  the  Expansive  notation,  subordi- 
nation is  expressed  entirely  by  indentation,  and 
the  notation  is  not  intended  to  express  and 
does  not  often  express  any  subordination  what- 
ever. 

J.  L.  Whitney  :  It  was  my  pleasure  to  know 
Mr.  Ezra  Abbot;  that  friendship  was  one  of 
the  joys  of  my  life  and  among  my  sweetest 
remembrances.  At  my  first  visit  to  Cambridge 
I  went  to  the  Harvard  College  Library  and 
opened  one  of  the  drawers  and  began  to  study 
it.  At  that  time  my  thoughts  had  not  been 
fixed  upon  library  work,  but  an  hour  at  that 
catalog  settled  my  purpose.  I  immediately  got 
a  blank  book  and  copied  off  every  heading  from 
that  list,  taking  several  days  to  do  it  in.  This 
I  carried  home  and  reflected  upon  and  after- 
wards became  a  librarian. 

C.  A.  Nelson  :  I  have  in  my  possession  a 
copy  of  the  classed  catalog  of  the  Cambridge 
High  School,  published  by  Mr.  Abbot  before 


he  went  to  the  Harvard  College  Library  as  an 
assistant.  I  came  to  Cambridge  as  a  student 
in  the  High  School  in  the  year  1855.  The  next 
year  I  became  librarian  of  a  literary  society  in 
Cambridge  and  made  a  card  catalog  there  based 
on  Mr.  Abbot's  high  school  catalog.  When  I 
entered  college  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  for  six 
years  under  Mr.  Abbot  and  under  Mr.  Sibley 
as  a  student  of  catalog  work,  and  I  think  those 
years  made  me  a  librarian  and  a  cataloger. 
Whatever  good  work  I  have  done  as  a  cataloger, 
if  any,  has  been  done  because  I  was  under  their 
tuition. 

Mr.  Cutter:  Since  praises  of  Dr.  Ezra 
Abbot  seem  to  be  in  order,  I  want  to  express 
the  immense  obligation  I  owe  to  him  for  intro- 
ducing me  to  cataloging  and  classification  and 
bibliography.  I  should  be  nothing  in  the 
library  world  without  Dr.  Abbot. 

£.  B.  Hunt  read  a  paper  on 

THE  CATALOG  OF  THE  BOSTON  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY. 

{See  p.  25.) 

E.  H.  Anderson:  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Hunt  what  is  the  nature  of  the  references  in 
the  general  library  to  the  departmental  libra- 
ries? 

Mr.  Hunt  :  There  is  no  need  of  any  refer- 
ences because  everything  in  the  special  libraries 
is  in  the  main  catalog.  We  mean  to  have  the 
Bates  Hall  catalog  contain  everything  in  the 
building,  barring  English  fiction,  which  is 
cataloged  by  itself  on  the  same  floor  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  main  catalog.  With  regard  to 
the  special  libraries,  I  made  the  catalog  of  the 
Brown  Music  Collection  practically  alone.  It 
was  a  work  requiring  a  great  deal  of  time  and  I 
went  into  it  not  knowing  very  much,  certainly 
in  a  theoretical  way,  about  music.  So  the  cat- 
alog was  distinctly  an  evolution  with  me  and  I 
did  not  print  anything  in  the  card  catalog  until 
the  whole  collection  was  practically  done. 
This  was  adopted  to  avoid  any  more  false  starts 
than  were  necessary.  That  collection  is  very 
rich  along  certain  lines;  for  example,  there  are 
four  thousand  operas  in  it,  and  at  least  ten 
thousand  part  songs.  I  cataloged  not  only 
everything  which  had  an  imprint,  but  I  ana- 
lyzed every  collection  and  every  collected  edi- 
tion of  part  songs,  or  church  music,  etc.,  so 
that  the  analysis  part,  if  it  should  ever  be 
printed,  I  think  would  be  easily  the  biggest 
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single  index  to  music  for  part  songs,  vocal 
music,  and  operas  ever  prepared.  When  I 
started,  I  thought  I  could  arrange  under  sepa- 
rate headings  such  things  as  part  songs  and 
madrigals  and  glees  and  catches,  etc.,  but  I 
found  that  the  same  composition  was  called  bj 
as  many  different  names  as  it  happened  to  have 
editors.  So  I  chose  the  one  general  heading, 
**  Part  songs,"  and  put  everything  under  that 
heading  relating  to  more  than  two  voices. 
Songs  for  one  voice  were  in  one  class,  duets  in 
another  class.  In  chamber  music  I  made  the 
same  sort  of  a  collection  and  I  arranged  under 
**  Chamber  music  **  all  that  music  written  for 
a  number  of  instruments. 

Mr.  Gould:  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Hunt 
whether  he  has  any^subdivision  for  trios  in  his 
music.  He  speaks  of  solos  and  duets  and  then 
part  music. 

Mr.  Hunt:  Music  for  trios  for  strings,  or 
for  any  other  instruments,  would  be  under 
Chamber  music. 

Mr.  Gould  :  You  don't  put  vocal  trios  with 
that  collection  ? 

Mr.  Hunt  :  No,  we  put  vocal  trios  in  with 
part  songs.  I  drew  the  line  at  three  voices, 
and  I  had  the  advice  in  that  matter  of  a  good 
many  good  men,  —  Mr.  Philip  Hale,  Louis 
Elson,  Frederick  Field  Bui  lard,  and  John  K. 
Paine,  of  Harvard. 

Mr.  Cutter:  Did  they  advise  you  to  mix 
three  part  songs  and  four  part  songs? 

Mr.  Hunt:  Yes,  they  did.  The  trouble  is, 
you  have  very  often  the  same  thing  arranged 
for  three  or  four  voices,  and  that  was  the  diffi- 
culty in  trying  to  keep  them  distinct  according 
to  the  number  of  parts. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  But  I  do  not  see  that  that  has 
anything  to  do  with  it.  If  people  are  going  to 
sing  a  particular  piece  in  four  parts,  they  want 
four  part  music;  if  three  people  are  going  to 
sing  a  piece  in  three  parts,  they  want  a  three 
part  arrangement.  It  seems  to  me  they  should 
be  separate. 

Mr.  Hunt:  Every  part  song  cataloged  bears 
on  the  title  the  number  of  parts  and  voices ; 
but  where  you  have  the  same  title  for  a  piece 
which  is  published,  say,  for  three  voices,  and 
the  next  edition  is  published  for  women's 
voices,  and  the  next  is  published  for  a  male 
quartet,  it  seems  to  me  altogether  too  finical 
to  make  three  entries  for  that  particular  piece. 

The  Chairman:    I  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 


Hunt  if  in   his  classification  part  songs  are 
arranged  by  nationalities. 

Mr.  Hunt  :  No,  I  have  not  tried  to  do  that. 
There  are  so  many  German  part  songs  and 
songs  in  other  languages  which  have  been 
adapted  to  English  words  and  appear  with 
English  words,  as  well  as  with  the  German  or 
the  other  original  language,  that  I  have  not 
tried  to  divide  them  according  to  their  nation- 
alities They  are  simply  arranged  under  the 
heading  of  part  songs. 

F.  B.  Gay  :  Are  you  likely  ever  to  publish 
that  catalog  as  a  whole  ? 

Mr.  Hunt:  That  was  the  intention  when 
the  catalog  was  begun,  but  whether  it  will  be 
done  or  not  I  do  not  know.  Certainly  if  so  I 
should  cut  it  down  very  much  from  the  card 
catalog. 

Mr.  Gay  :  If  published,  would  it  not  make 
the  most  useful  bibliography  of  music  known  ? 

Mr.  Hunt:  I  do  not  believe  there  is  another 
index  that  could  touch  it. 

Mr.  Lane:  What  Mr.  Hunt  has  said  gives, 
us  a  realizing  sense  of  the  enormous  extent  of 
the  card  catalog  of  a  great  library  and  the 
overwhelming  prospect  ahead  of  us,  as  things 
goon.  The  same  thing  is  true  of  the  Harvard 
Library  and  of  most  large  libraries.  Has  any 
one  any  suggestion  to  make  as  to  anything  that 
we  can  do,  any  improvement  that  we  can  make 
in  the  card  catalog  or  over  the  card  catalog, 
with  the  view  of  reducing  bulk  and  adding 
convenience? 

Mr.  Hunt  :  I  have  heard  the  proposition  —  I 
don*t  know  whether  it  could  ever  be  worked  out 
or  not  —  that  it  is  possible  to  photograph  the  en- 
tire catalog  on  very  minute  cards  and  then  have 
these  arranged  in  drawers  where  they  could  be 
examined  through  magnifying  glasses.  You 
could  thus  reduce  the  bulk  to  a  tenth  of  its 
size. 

Mr.  Lane  :    How  could  the  cards  be  handled  ? 

Mr.  Hunt  :  They  would  not  be  too  small  to 
be  handled.  That  is  a  possible  solution,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  is  probable  in  the  immediate 
future. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Hunt  if  he  has  ever  made  any  estimate  of  how 
long  it  is  likely  to  be  before  the  whole  of  Bates 
Hall  is  lined  with  a  card  catalog. 

Mr.  Hunt  :  I  cannot  see  in  the  nature  of 
things  how  you  are  going  to  have  a  great  li* 
brary  and  a  great  collection  of  books  without  a 
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correspondingly  great  catalog.  It  would  not 
alarm  me,  and  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to  alarm 
anybody,  if  eventually  our  catalog  did  line 
Bates  Hall. 

The  Chairman:  The  suggestion  made  to 
Mr.  Hunt  reminds  me  of  a  proposition  that  was 
made  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  have  the 
books  arranged  on  the  shelves  in  good  order, 
see  that  they  were  properly  lettered,  and  then 
have  a  photographer  come  in  and  photograph 
the  books  just  as  they  stood  on  the  shelves. 
The  result  would  be  a  classed  catalog,  an 
alphabetic  catalog,  or  anything  you  like.  That 
was  a  proposition  made  in  all  seriousness. 

Mr.  Hunt:  About  fifteen  or  eighteen  years 
ago  a  man  in  Boston  offered  to  re-make  our 
entire  catalog,  —  catalog  the  whole  Bates  Hall 
collection,  —  and  all  the  time  that  he  wanted  to 
do  It  in  was  six  months,  or  even  less.  That 
offer  was  made  in  sober  earnest. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  May  I  carry  the  history  of  the 
card  catalog  a  little  farther  back?  Mr.  Charles 
Folsom,  who  left  the  librarianship  of  the  Boston 
Athenseum,  I  think,  in  1856,  had  introduced 
there  a  card  catalog.  Of  course  that  carries  it 
back  to  about  1850,  and  I  think  he  had  intro* 
duced  it  from  the  library  at  Harvard  College. 

Mr.  Lane  :  Our  present  official  catalog  goes 
back  to  1834. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  When  I  went  to  the  Bos- 
ton Athenseum,  that  catalog  was  existing  in 
what  I  suppose  was  its  primeval  state.  It  was 
in  a  series  of  what  were  apparently  volumes, 
under  the  counter.  If  any  one  wanted  to  refer 
to  one  of  those,  he  pulled  out  the  apparent 
volume,  which  proved  to  be  a  box.  He  lifted 
the  lid,  which  turned  on  hinges,  and  then  there 
was  before  him  something  like  a  card  catalog 
drawer.  I  suppose  that  was  the  primeval  form 
of  the  card  catalog  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum. 
That  carries  it  back  to  i860.  In  the  course  of 
five  years  it  was  changed  to  ordinary  drawers. 
Mr.  Lane  says  that  in  the  Harvard  College 
library  it  is  carried  back  to  1834,  but  its  pre- 
vious source,  I  think,  must  be  lost  in  the  mists 
of  antiquity. 

T.  SoLBBRG :  I  should  like  to  ask  if  there  is 
a  general  impression  that  the  card  catalog 
originated  in  America,  or  whether  it  origi- 
nated abroad,  and  when? 

Mr.  Nelson  :  In  France,  at  the  time  of  the 
French  Revolution,  a  law  was  passed  ordering 
that  a  card  catalog  should  be  made  in  all  the 


libraries  of  France,  and  the  cards  to  be  used 
were  the  ordinary  playing  cards,  because  the 
playing  card  was  the  only  one  which  could  be 
found  uniform  throughout  the  country.  They 
were  to  use  the  ace  of  spades,  because  that 
card  had  the  most  space  upon  it.  I  think  tha^ 
is  as  early  a  reference  to  the  card  catalog  as  we 
can  find.  The  rules  laid  down  were  as  accu- 
rately and  as  carefully  made  as  any  we  have 
now.  Of  course  there  were  changes  in  the 
main  entries,  but  the  cards  were  written  so 
that  they  would  stand  on  end.  Duplicates  ot 
those  cards  were  to  be  kept  in  the  libraries 
throughout  France,  and  the  originals  were  to 
be  sent  to  Paris  to  be  kept  at  the  Biblioth^ue 
Nationale,  as  the  complete  catalog  of  all  the 
books  in  the  various  libraries  of  France. 

Mr.  Whitney:  Our  catalog  was  perhaps 
the  first  printed  catalog,  but  our  catalog  was 
borrowed  by  Mr.  Winsor  from  the  University 
of  Leyden.  As  has  been  stated  here  to-day, 
the  titles  were  printed  on  sheets  and  then  they 
were  cut  out  with  scissors  and  pasted  on  the 
cards.  In  that  way,  of  course,  we  found  that 
the  cards  would  double  up,  so  that  three  or 
four  would  fill  up  an  inch  space.  We  had  a 
roller  to  roll  them  out,  but  that  was  found  to 
be  clumsy  and  inconvenient,  and  afterwards  we 
had  the  titles  printed  directly  on  the  cards. 

discussion  on  capitalization. 

The  Chairman  :  If  there  are  no  further  re- 
marks, we  shall  proceed  to  one  of  the  topics 
which  has  been  outlined  for  discussion.  There 
is  a  catalog  committee,  consisting  of  seven 
members,  who  have  been  working  on  various 
questions  in  cataloging  during  this  conferencer 
and  I  suppose  the  greater  part  of  the  time  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  discussion  of  capitaliza- 
tion. So  far  we  have  been  unable  to  reach  any 
definite  agreement  on  some  of  the  points  at 
least,  and  a  discussion  at  this  meeting  would 
perhaps  be  of  considerable  assistance  in  settling 
these  mooted  questions.  Some  of  those  pres- 
ent may  have  seen  the  circulars  sent  around  by 
this  same  committee  after  a  meeting  at  Atlantic 
City  in  March  of  this  year,  asking  for  opin' 
ions  on  four  or  five  different  points  in  capital- 
ization.   I  will  take  up  those  points  in  order. 

The  first  rule  suggested  is :  **  If  an  article  is 
used  at  the  beginning  of  a  title  for  the  sake  Of 
clearness,  capitalize  the  first  word  of  the  title 
following  the  article.**    I  learn  that  this  is  to 
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be  recommended  in  the  fourth  edition  of  Mr. 
Cutter'8  '*  Rules."  It  is  therefore  proposed  to 
capitalize  the  word  following  the  article,  not 
onl^r,  as  I  understand  it,  in  titles  of  periodicals, 
but  in  titles  of  fiction,  etc.,  — titles  of  ordinary 
books.  That  question  is  now  open  for  dis- 
cussion. 

Miss  Krobgbr:  For  example,  the  proposi- 
tion is :  in  the  case  of  the  title  *'  A  Woman's 
Reason,"  capitalize  **  a  "  and  **  woman."  That 
was  the  suggested  change. 

Mr.  Andrews:  Will  the  chairman  please 
state  the  present  practice  in  the  Library  of 
Congress  ? 

The  Chairman:  The  Library  of  Congress 
rules  state  that  in  quoting  titles  like  **  Th* 
NiUionr  "  Tk€  Times:'  the  word  following  the 
article  is  capitalized,  but  not  the  article  itself. 
It  is  therefore  a  different  case.  I  may  add  that 
the  Library  of  Congress  rules  call  for  the  capi- 
tafization  of  the  article  and  also  of  the  word 
following  the  article  in  titles  of  periodicals, 
newspapers,  etc.,  but  not  in  titles  of  ordinary 
books. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  I  suppose  that  every  one  has 
noticed  that  in  Lorenz  this  practice  is  fol- 
lowed. The  French,  of  course,  always  retain 
the  article  before  the  first  noun  of  the  title, 
and  they  always  capitalize  the  first  noun  of 
the  title.  In  English  we  do  not  do  that  It 
was  proposed  by  Mrs.  Fairchild  that  we  should 
adopt  the  French  custom  as  an  assistance  in 
the  arrangement  of  titles  in  the  card  catalog. 
Take  the  case  of  the  title  '*  A  Woman  beyond 
compare."  One  is  almost  obliged  to  retain 
the  "A"  there,  as  my  rule  says,  "When 
an  article  beginning  a  title  is  retained  for 
clearness  or  for  euphony,  the  word  following 
should  also  have  a  capital  initial." 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  I  should  like  to  know  if  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  willing  that  it 
should  be  stated  what  was  the  result  of  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  committee  on  each  of  these 
points. 

The  Chairman  :  I  do  not  recall  the  vote  on 
this  matter,  but  there  is  no  objection,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  to  the  vote  of  the  committee 
being  made  public. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  The  report  has  been  placed 
in  my  hands  as  a  representative  of  the  Publish- 
ing Board.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I  would 
state  that  the  discussion  on  that  point  in  the 
committee  resulted  in  a  vote  of  five  against  and 


two  in  favor  of  the  change.  I  have  already 
heard  some  further  discussion  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  there  was  evident  feeling  that  there 
was  something  to  be  said  against  the 
use  of  the  second  capital.  The  fact  that 
French  practice  i:etains  the  capital  is  not  a  very 
strong  argument,  because,  if  we  are  going  to 
follow  the  examples  of  continental  bibliogra- 
phy, we  shall  find  ourselves  getting  into  pretty 
deep  water.  The  typographical  appearance 
is  against  such  a  change,  unless  we  use  capitals 
all  through  the  title.  The  first  word  "  A," 
then  "Woman"  beginning  with  a  *•  W"  and 
then  no  more  capitals,  —  such  an  arrangement 
is  not  pleasing  to  the  eye. 

Miss  Krobgbr:  It  is  even  less  pleasing 
when  you  have  an  adjective  than  when  you 
have  a  noun. 

A.  G.  S.  Josephson:  We  have  the  same 
rule  as  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  We  capi- 
talize the  first  word  in  the  title  of  a  periodical 
after  the  article.  Of  course,  we  always  retain 
the  initial  article.  It  has  been  the  custom  in  a 
good  many  libraries  not  to  retain  the  initial 
article,  but  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  good 
custom. 

Miss  Kroboer  :  I  should  say  in  regard  to  the 
vote  of  the  committee  that  the  committee  de- 
cided that,  in  case  of  periodicals,  the  first  word 
after  the  article  should  be  capitalized,  as  in  the 
case  of  *•  The  Nation:'  and  *»  The  TimeMJ* 
That  was  the  only  exception  which  the  com- 
mittee as  a  whole  decided  upon. 

Mr.  SoLBBRG :  May  not  the  question  be 
properly  a(»ked,  why  was  that  distinction  made  ? 
Why  should  the  title  of  a  periodical  be  capital- 
ized, the  article  itself  being  discarded  in  some 
cases,  while  in  the  titles  of  books,  the  article 
being  also  discarded  in  particular  cases,  the 
capitalization  of  the  next  word  is  eliminated  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  same  reason  ought  to 
govern  in  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

The  Chairman  :  For  one  reason  it  is  to  as- 
sist in  the  arrangement  of  the  titles  in  the  cata- 
log. Periodicals  and  newspapers  are  entered 
under  their  titles,  but  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
books  the  author's  name  decides  the  arrange- 
ment. Then,  in  titles  of  newspapers  and  peri- 
odicals there  seems  to  be  necessity  for  making 
the  word  following  the  article  standout  clearly 
and  distinctly. 

Mr.  Nelson  :  I  can  see  why  the  capital  might 
be  retained  in  the  titles  of  periodicals,  because 
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those  are  title  entries  where  we  want  to  draw 
especial  attention  to  the  first  word  in  order  to 
get  at  the  name  of  the  periodical.  In  the 
other  cases  there  is  no  necessity  for  using  a 
capital. 

S.  H.  Berry  :  Unless  there  is  some  decided 
reason  for  the  use  of  the  capital  following  the 
article  we  ought  not  to  make  the  change.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  change  the  quantity  of 
work  already  done  to  accord  with  the  proposed 
rule.  If  those  favoring  the  retention  of  the 
capital  in  the  title  can  offer  some  substan- 
tial and  real  reason  why  it  ought  to  be  there, 
then  we  might  be  convinced  that  the  change 
would  be  advisable,  but  it  must  be  a  strong 
reason. 

Mr.  Cutter:  I  thought  there  had  already 
been  given  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  strong 
reason,  namely,  that  the  capitalization  of  the 
word  after  the  article  assists  the  arranger  or 
the  person  who  puts  the  card  into  the  catalog 
and  calls  his  attention  to  the  word  under  which 
it  is  to  be  placed,  both  in  the  arrangement  of 
titles  under  the  author  and  in  the  arrangement 
of  title  entries.  I  can  see,  however,  that  there 
is  another  reason  in  the  case  of  periodicals. 
Periodicals  are  known  by  a  sort  of  proper 
name,  and  you  want  to  call  attention  to  that. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  title  of  *•  The  Times:'  If 
you  print  the  first  word  with  a  capital  **  T  '*  and 
then  use  a  little  **  t"  for  **  times"  it  gives  an 
uncomfortable  and  unaccustomed  impression. 
Does  the  Library  of  Congress  capitalize  the 
first  word  after  the  article  in  the  case  of  period- 
icals or  the  word  under  which  it  is  entered  ?  For 
instance,  if  the  title  is  **  Daily  Evening  Star," 
and  there  is  a^^Daify  Morning  5/«r,"  or  a 
•*  Morning  Star"  then  you  would  capitalize 
••  Star"  would  you  not? 

The  Chairman  :  For  the  present  such  titles 
would  be  arranged  under  ^^ Daily"  when  that 
word  follows  the  article ;  but  that  is  a  temporary 
makeshift.  We  have  that  rule  under  consider- 
ation. We  propose  to  consider  seriously 
whether  it  is  not  possible  to  place  the  name  of 
the  city  where  the  paper  is  published  before  the 
word  *' Daily,*'  and  arrange  newspapers  under 
cities  in  all  cases  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  Is  it  your  idea  to  put  in  the 
name  of  the  city  in  all  cases? 

The  Chairman  :  No,  not  in  all  cases.  We 
shall  try  to  draw  a  line,  particularly  in  the  case 
of  foreign  newspapers  published  in  the  United 


States.  These  would  largely  be  arranged  under 
their  distinctive  titles,  other  newspapers  hav- 
ing distinctive  titles  would  have  also  to  be  ar- 
ranged under  the  title. 

Mr.  Fletcher:  There  is  one  thing  that 
ought  to  be  said  regarding  ^tr.  Berry's  remarks 
as  to  the  result  of  this  committee's  work.  These 
so-called  changes  proposed  in  the  rules  are 
simply  to  bring  the  rules  into  conformity  with 
the  usual  practice,  so  far  as  can  be  judged,  of 
most  of  our  libraries.  Now,  possibly,  Mr. 
Berry  has  not  been  using  these  capitals  in  the 
way  in  which  it  is  now  proposed.  His  library 
may  be  an  exception ;  but  the  committee  have 
found,  after  sending  their  circular  to  twenty- 
five  separate  libraries,  that  nearly  every  one  of 
those  libraries  uses  capitals  in  very  nearly  the 
way  that  is  proposed  in  these  so-called  changes. 
Therefore  the  objection  cannot  be  made  to 
these  changes  that  they  will  revolutionize  the 
practice  already  existing.  The  libraries  which 
favor  the  use  of  more  capitals  —  not  in  all 
these  points,  but  in  general  — are  such  as  Col- 
umbia University,  Pratt  Institute,  John  Crerar, 
Forbes,  St.  Louis,  Carnegie  of  Pittsburgh,  Pea- 
body  Institute,  Brooklyn  Public,  Boston  Pub- 
lic, Princeton  University,  and  the  New  York 
Public,  and  these  changes  are  proposed  to 
bring  the  A.  L.  A.  rules  into  conformity  with 
what  seems  to  be  the  practice  of  the  best  libra- 
ries. 

The  Chairman:  Would  it  be  possible  to 
have  a  show  of  hands  on  this  question  ?  Those 
in  favor  of  capitalizing  in  the  title  of  periodi- 
cals both  the  article  and  the  word  following  the 
article,  please  raise  their  hands. 

The  vote  was  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chairman:  In  the  case  of  titles  not 
periodicals,  those  in  favor  of  capitalizing  both 
the  article  and  the  word  following  the  article, 
please  raise  their  hands. 

The  vote  was  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gay  :  Do  we  not  lose  sight  in  this  of  the 
convenience  of  the  public?  Is  the  card  catalog 
made  entirely  for  the  librarian?  Every  adver- 
tiser knows  that  it  is  important  for  him  to  cap- 
italize and  underline  and  italicise  or  to  put  up 
as  large  as  possible  the  important  words  that 
he  wishes  to  call  attention  to.  When  an  un- 
learned and  would-be  reader  of  your  library 
sees  in  the  card  catalog  a  long  title,  with  the 
prominent  subject  buried  perhaps  in  the  last 
line,  it  is  very  unhandy  for  him  to  read  it  all 
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through.  Why  need  we  cover  it  up?  Why 
not  bring  it  out? 

Mr.  Lanb  :  There  is  one  general  considera- 
tion which  should  have  weight  in  these  mat- 
ters. Capitalizing  for  a  card  catalog  is  quite 
t  different  thing  from  capitalizing  in  a  page  of 
reading  matter.  I  think  that  ought  to  be  borne 
in  mind.  In  putting  the  title  entry  of  **  The 
Monthly  Anthology  '*  along  with  other  titles  in  a 
catalog,  we  can  very  well  neglect  the  distinc- 
tion of  capitals,  while  **  The  Monthly  AntkoU 
ogy^*  referred  to  in  a  page  of  print  has  to  be 
brought  out  by  one  or  more  capitals. 

The  Chairman  :  I  shall  pass  on  to  the  next 
point.  The  suggested  rule  is :  **  Capitalize 
also  the  initials  of  generic  names."  I  must 
explain  that  this  refers  to  geographic  names, 
for  instance,  where  the  distinctive  name  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  generic  word.  Take  **  The  Rocky 
Mountains  *'  and  the  usual  examples  of  rivers, 
••  Yellowstone  River,"  etc.  Shall  we  capitalize 
the  generic  word  **  mountain"  or  **  river,"  or 
shall  we  not  capitalize  it?  The  proposition 
here  is  to  capitalize  it. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  The  committee  voted  unan- 
imously in  favor  of  the  change. 

Mr.  Lane  :  What  is  the  present  practice  at 
the  Library  of  Congress  and  please  state  the 
reason  for  it? 

The  Chairm\n:  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  pres- 
ent practice  in  our  library  is  to  make  a  distinc- 
tion. We  have  capitalized  **  mountains"  in 
••White  Mountains"  and  we  have  not  capital- 
ized '*  mountains  "  in  *'  Rocky  Mountains  "  and 
we  are  thoroughly  tired  of  the  rule.  Questions 
are  constantly  occurring:  Shall  we  capitalize 
the  generic  word  here  or  shall  we  not? 

Mr.  JosEpHSON :  Do  we  understand  that  the 
committee  is  unanimous  in  recommending  the 
capitalization  of  generic  names  ? 

Mr.  Fletcher:  Yes. 

Mr.  JosEPHSON:  Then  I  move  that  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  next  point. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  Before  that  is  passed,  I  think 
that  the  officials  of  the  Library  of  Congress, 
who  are  to  be  governed  by  these  rules  when 
made,  are  looking  to  this  assehibly  for  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  and  I  think  it  is  desirable 
to  have  this  recommendation  passed  upon. 

The  Chairman  :  All  in  favor  of  capitalizing 
the  generic  word,  please  raise  their  hands. 

The  vote  was  unanimous  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chairman:  The  next  rule  is,  *' Capital- 


ize even  if  separated  by  a  preposition  titles  like 
*  The  Secretary  of  State.' "  The  Library  School 
rules,  I  believe,  say,  **  Do  not  capitalize  the 
title  if  separated  from  the  name  by  a  preposi- 
tion." It  is  proposed  now  to  capitalize  both 
words.  The  rule  has  been  to  capitalize  titles 
that  are  immediately  prefixed  to  names,  like 
"  Count  Waldersee,"  but  not  titles  separated 
from  the  names  by  a  preposition.  Now,  we 
propose  to  capitalize  the  titles  also  in  the  latter 
case. 

G.  M.  Jones  :  I  think  there  is  quite  a  distinc- 
tion between  titles  such  as  **  Earl  of  Derby  " 
and  '*  secretary  of  state,"  one  being  more  of  a 
personal  name  than  the  other.  I  don't  know 
exactly  where  we  can  draw  the  line  so  as  to 
make  it  clear  what  practice  should  be  followed. 

Miss  Kroeger  :  I  would  suggest  that  Mrs. 
Fairchild,  if  she  is  present,  might  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  that. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  The  vote  of  the  committee 
was  nearly  unanimous  in  favor  of  the  change. 

Mrs.  Fairchild  :  It  is  a  little  point  now 
under  discussion,  but  I  am  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  matter  that  is  before  this  Section 
this  afternoon,  because  of  its  relation  to  other 
things.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  A.  L.  A.  in 
its  usage  of  capitals  is  in  danger  of  losing  its 
influence  in  other  very  important  matters.  In 
other  words,  we  vary  from  the  conventional 
usage  in  the  matter  of  capitals.  It  is  quite  a 
striking  variation.  Educated  people  in  college 
libraries  and  in  public  libraries  notice  it,  and 
they  ask  the  question.  Why  this  variation? 
It  seems  to  me  that  we  really  lose  our  influence 
in  our  legitimate  library  work  by  appearing  to 
be  what  some  people  call  **  cranks  "  on  capi- 
tals. Now,  is  it  worth  while?  Why  should 
we  care  so  much  whether  the  first  word  aftei 
the  article  is  capitalized  or  not?  To  me  it 
seems  of  very  little  importance,  scarcely  worth 
the  time  to  talk  about  it  here ;  but  it  seems  to 
me  very  interesting,  that  when  this  committee 
sent  out  the  proposal  of  these  four  or  five 
changes,  —  which  are  not  extremely  radical,  not 
so  very  different  from  the  present  usage,  — 
which  were  intended  to  put  us  a  little  more  in 
line  with  the  regular  usage  of  the  best  publish- 
ers and  the  best  writers,  it  seems  to  me  inter- 
esting and  significant  that  all  of  the  twenty-five 
libraries  consulted  were  in  favor  of  making 
these  changes,  and  of  receding  from  the  ex- 
treme decapitalization  which  we  have  been  fol- 
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lowing.  I  verjr  much  hope  that  the  Publishing 
Board  will  support  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  will  support  the  vote  of  these  twenty- 
five  libraries  in  the  adoption  of  these  few 
changes,  —  not,  as  I  said  at  first,  because  I  care 
about  capitals  one  way  or  the  other,  but  be- 
cause it  seems  to  me  we  are  losing  our  influ- 
ence in  matters  which  are  vital,  and  which 
affect  the  life  of  the  community,  by  making 
ourselves  conspicuously  different  from  the  rest 
of  the  world  in  these  small  and  unimportant 
points. 

The  Chairman  :  Mr.  Dewey  was  anxious  to 
take  part  in  the  discussion,  but  he  was  notable 
to  be  present.  He  has,  however,  sent  a  com- 
munication on  capitals,  and  as  I  think  it  has  a 
general  bearing  on  the  question  it  might  be  read 
now. 

The  secretary  read  Mr.  Dewey's  communica- 
tion on 

Changing  catalog  rules. 

Some  librarians  seem  to  feel  toward  their 
rules  as  they  do  toward  their  clothes,  that  tbey 
are  liable  to  be  commented  on  unpleasantly 
unless  they  have  something  new  each  season. 
Whenever  a  few  come  together  there  is  the 
tendency  to  propose  alterations  with  the  same 
freedom  that  they  would  try  experiments  in 
other  directions,  forgetting  that  the  card  cata- 
log is  the  worst  place  in  the  world  to  make 
new  changes,  because  new  work  is  inserted  at 
irregular  places,  destroying  consistency  and 
harmony,  and  reflecting  unpleasantly  on  the 
ability  of  those  who  have  done  the  work. 
When  Panizzi  made  his  rules  50  years  ago  the 
field  was  comparatively  new.  With  a  quarter 
century  experience  we  took  up  the  matter  again 
when  the  A.  L.  A.  was  organized  and  the  ablest 
librarians  and  catalogers  gave  protracted  study 
to  agreement  on  a  code.  This  has  been  very 
widely  adopted,  and  we  are  approximating  a 
general  uniform  practice.  Certain  restless 
spirits  will  always  be  clamoring  for  change, 
and  unless  care  is  exercised  will  destroy  much 
of  the  symmetry  and  consistency  of  the  older 
work  and  all  hope  of  uniformity.  No  librarian 
with  much  respect  for  his  catalog  will  consent 
to  continual  changes  in  his  rules,  even  if  he  is 
anxious  to  keep  in  harmony  with  A.  L.  A. 
committees,  library  schools,  and  the  practice 
of  printed  cards. 

Catalogers  now  change  so  often  from  one 
piece  of  work  to  another  that  the  importance 
of  recognized  standard  rules  for  cataloging  con- 
stantly grows.  Our  one  hope  of  seeing  such 
rules  is  to  stand  firmly  by  a  reasonable  ground 
that  no  changes  are  to  be  made  without  over- 
whelming evidence  that  the  change  is  not  only 
an  improvement,  but  a  great  enough  improve- 


ment to  justify  its  cost  and  the  inevitable  con- 
fusion that  must  result  from  it.  The  best  ser- 
vice that  those  who  understand  this  question 
can  render  librarianship  is  to  fight  vigorously 
against  the  tendency  to  continual  changes  and 
modifications. 

I  certainly  am  not  by  nature  over-conserva- 
tive. I  should  regret  of  all  things  to  see  the 
library  profession  put  itself  on  a  plane  with 
some  theologians  who  object  to  all  revision, 
who  refuse  to  believe  that  we  know  more  now 
than  we  did  a  generation  ago,  and  who  insist 
that  changes  must  necessarily  be  harmful.  But 
the  American  tendency  for  some  new  thing,  to 
run  after  alleged  improvements,  is  peculiarly 
dangerous  in  our  cataloging  work.  We  may 
change  rules  at  the  loan  desk  and  in  the  refer- 
ence department  and  for  almost  anything  else, 
but  those  that  affect  the  card  catalog  are  like 
changes  in  the  architecture  of  a  great  building 
after  it  is  half  done.  They  may  make  it  more 
picturesque*  but  are  much  more  likely  to  make 
it  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  an  expert  and  are 
usually  very  costly.  The  question  whether 
certain  words  shall  begin  with  capitals  or  small 
letters  is  but  dust  in  the  balance  whichever 
way  it  is  settled,  though  it  is  only  fair  to  say 
that  the  steady  and  rapid  trend  of  the  English 
language  is  to  use  fewer  capitals,  that  the  pub- 
lishers and  printers  who  have  the  widest  repu- 
tation for  good  taste  are  leaders  in  this  move- 
ment, and  that  if  any  change  is  made  it  should 
be  to  use  fewer  capitals,  or  otherwise  we  are 
working  toward  the  middle  ages  instead  ol 
looking  to  the  future,  and  are  simply  making  t 
change  that  will  inevitably  be  changed  back 
again  a  few  years  later. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  Mr.  Dewey  is  so  persuasive 
that  I  think  it  proper,  if  anybody  can,  to  show 
that  he  is  dealing  with  a  complete  fallacj. 
The  status  of  the  thing  is  more  like  this :  we 
have  Cutter's  *' Rules"  for  cataloging,  which 
are  based  on  the  practice  of  the  libraries  of 
America  —  as  nearly  in  harmony  with  that 
practice  as  they  could  be  made  when  thoie 
rules  were  prepared  for  the  successive  editioot. 
The  *'  A.  L.  A.  rules"  which  we  are  revising, 
or  looking  over  with  the  view  of  revising,  at 
least,  are  another  code  of  rules  which  in  some  di 
these  minor  points  differ  from.  Mr.  Cutter,  and 
we  are  now  trying  to  adopt  a  system  which  shall 
be  acceptable  to  those  who  are  using  either. 
This  is  not  changing  a  well  established  prac- 
tice. It  is  only  trying  to  establish  the  practice 
a  little  better  by  doing  away  with  divergescief 
—  as  Mrs.  Fairchild  has  said,  divergendes 
from  the  generally  accepted  practice  in  liter- 
ary matters.  I  do  not  think  anything  further 
need  be  said  about  Mr.  Dewey's  argument  except 
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that  it  i8  evidently  fallacious  in  its  very  foun- 
dation. I  differ  slightly  from  Miss  Kroeger  s 
estimate  as  to  the  practice  of  the  libraries  to 
which  this  circular  was  sent.  I  do  not  think 
their  preference  is  different  from  their  practice. 
Those  libraries  have  not  been  affected  by  the 
A.  L.  A.  rules,  and  not  vtrj  much  affected  by 
Cutter*s  rules  except  as  these  have  fallen  in  with 
their  practice^  They  find  Cutter's  rules  agree 
with  their  practice  in  the  main.  As  a  general 
rule  they  follow  the  practice  they  prefer  to  fol- 
low in  those  libraries,  and  they  do  not  accept 
the  ruling  of  any  code  of  rules  as  against  what 
they  prefer.  So  I  say  it  is  a  fallacy  to  claim 
that  we  are  proposing  to  change  any  established 
practice. 

Mr.  JosEPHSON :  We  should  remember  that 
these  rules  we  are  discussing  are  primarily 
meant  for  the  printed  cards  issued  by  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  for  itself  and  for  other  li- 
braries. It  is  not  meant  that  libraries  should 
necessarily  change  their  own  old  cards  to  con- 
form with  these  rules  if  they  do  not  wish  to. 

Mrs.  Faxrchild  :  It  is  only  fair  to  say  that 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  this  communication  of 
Mr.  Dewey's  which  has  just  been  presented  to 
the  Association.  Our  difference  of  opinion 
rests  entirely  on  our  conception  of  what  the 
work  of  the  Library  Association  is  for.  If  it  is 
our  business  to  try  to  reform  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  if  more  decapitalization  is  a  reform, 
then  we  must  agree  with  Mr.  Dewey.  But  it 
seems  to  me  that,  as  librarians,  we  have  other 
and  very  much  better  work  to  do. 

The  Chairman  :  The  question  of  capitaliz- 
ing the  title  when  separated  from  the  name  by 
a  preposition  has  not  been  disposed  of.  I 
should  like  to  have  a  show  of  hands  on  that 
question. 

Mr.  Cutter  :  The  rule  as  I  have  it  in  the 
fourth  edition  of  my  Rules  is,  **  Use  capitals 
for  titles  of  honor  standing  instead  of  a  proper 
name,"  as  **  the  Queen  of  England  said  or 
ordered  so  and  so ;  the  Earl  of  Derby  did  this 
or  that."  But  when  you  say,  "John  Stanley, 
earl  of  Derby,"  that  is  a  mere  explanation,  and 
the  word  "  earl "  is  not  capitalized.  It  is  capi- 
talized only  where  the  title  of  honor  stands  in 
place  of  a  proper  name. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
committee  understood  this  matter  differently 
from  what  Mr.  Cutter  has  stated  when  they 
seemed  to  favor  this  change. 


The  Chairman  :  No,  we  did  not ;  we  did 
not  consider  that  titles  should  be  capitalized 
when  following  proper  names  as  *' John  Stan- 
ley, earl  of  Derby."  In  that  case,  we  all  agree 
not  to  capitalize  it,  as  Mr.  Cutter  has  said,  but 
when  you  use  the  title  instead  of  a  name,  and 
when  directly  prefixed  to  a  name,  the  majority 
voted  for  capitalizing  it. 

Mr.  BxscoB :  According  to  my  recollection, 
the  Library  School  rules  give  exactly  that  same 
interpretation,  that  the  **  earl "  is  not  capital- 
ized when  it  follows  a  personal  name,  as  **John 
Stanley,  earl  of  Derby." 

The  Chairman  :  When  the  title  follows 
the  name,  as  "John  Stanley,  earl  of  Derby," 
the  committee  agrees  not  to  capitalize  the  title 
"  earl."  But  when  the  title  stands  in  direct 
address  immediately  preceding,  for  instance, 
"  Earl  of  Derby "  or  "  Bishop  of  Albany," 
using  that  designation  instead  of  the  proper 
name,  then  the  majority  of  the  committee  has 
voted  to  capitalize  the  title.  All  who  agree 
with  the  committee  on  that  point  please  raise 
their  hands. 

The  vote  was  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Chairman  :  The  next  point  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  names  of  government  and  state 
departments  and  the  names  of  societies  and 
other  bodies.  The  practice  has  been  to  capital- 
ize according  to  the  Library  School  rules,  to 
capitalize  in  the  case  of  names  of  societies  and 
institutions  the  first  word,  but  not  the  other 
chief  words  in  the  name.  That  is  to  say,  in  the 
title,  "American  association  for  the  advance- 
ment of  science,"  you  would  of  course 
capitalize  "American,"  but  you  would  not 
capitalize  "association,"  "advancement,"  or 
"  science."  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Cutter's 
Rules  propose  to  capitalize  in  such  cases  all 
the  chief  words. 

Mr.  Nelson  :  The  argument  Mrs.  Fairchild 
has  used  certainly  applies  here  with  great  force. 
You  speak  of  "  Harvard  University  "  and  you 
spell  "  Harvard  "  with  a  capital  "  H  "  and  "  uni- 
versity" with  a  small  "  u,"  and  that  is  an 
insult  to  the  institution.  If  you  adopt  that  on 
the  ground  that  "university"  is  a  general 
term  and  "  Harvard "  is  the  university  you 
are  speaking  of,  and  because  university  is  a 
common  word  you  can  capitalize  "  Harvard  " 
and  let  "  university  "  stand  small,  you  might 
just  as  well  use  a  capital  "  J  "  in  "John  Smith  " 
and  let  the  "  s  "  stand  small,  because  there  are 
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more  Smiths  than  there  are  universities.  I 
contend  that  the  name  *'  university'*  is  just  as 
much  entitled  to  be  capitalized  as  the  name  of 
the  university,  and  every  organization  which 
has  its  own  corporate  name  should  be  capital- 
ized in  ty^ry  one  of  the  words,  I  don*t  care 
if  it  is  five  lines  long. 

Mr.  Andrews  :  We  tried  our  best  to  follow 
the  Library  School  rules  on  this  matter,  but 
we  could  not  stand  it  and  we  gave  it  up.  I  want 
to  express  my  emphatic  agreement  with  what 
Mr.  Nelson  has  said.  I  believe  *'  Harvard 
University  *'  is  a  proper  name  and  should  be 
properly  treated.  Mr.  Currier,  what  is  your 
practice  at  Har\'ard.^ 

Mr.  Currier  :  We  do  not  capitalize  any  part 
of  a  proper  name  except  where  we  absolutely 
have  to.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  title, 
**  Proceedings  of  the  Folk  Lore  Society,"  we 
use  a  small  '*  f  **  and  a  small  **  s."  In  the  case 
of  **  Harvard  University"  we  are  very  disre- 
spectful to  our  own  institution,  as  we  use  a 
small  *'  u."  It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Nelson  says, 
that  for  ordinary  editing  rules  in  a  book,  we 
must  be  respectful ;  but  when  it  comes  to  card 
cataloging  titles,  that  is  a  different  thing.  If 
we  can  reduce  the  number  of  capitals  without 
injuring  people's  sensibilities,  well  and  good, 
provided  we  can  get  a  rule  for  doing  it  that 
catalogers  can  easily  follow.  The  trouble  with 
these  Library  School  rules  seems  to  have  been 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  follow  them 
easily  and  decide  just  what  points  agree  with 
the  rules  and  what  do  not.  I  advocate  in  some 
cases,  like  generic  names,  the  capitalizing  of 
both  the  generic  and  the  specific  name,  and 
that  might  apply  to  institutions,  except  that  I 
think  it  is  easier  to  make  a  rule  for  institutions 
that  the  first  word  of  the  full  name  only  is  to 
be  capitalized.  That  is  an  easy  rule  to  follow, 
and  in  that  wav  we  can  reduce  the  number  of 
capitals.  In  the  case  of  a  generic  name,  it  is 
often  impossible  to  decide  just  when  the  generic 
part  of  the  name  is  properly  a  part  of  the 
name,  so  as  to  distinguish  where  to  capitalize 
both  and  where  not  to  do  so.  That  is  why,  in 
the  case  of  geographical  names,  we  have  to 
make  the  simple  rule  to  capitalize  both  the 
specific  and  the  generic  nahie. 

Mr.  Andrews  :  We  should  have  rules  which 
can  be  easily  followed.  I  should  rather  adopt 
the  rule  as  Mr.  Cutter  proposes,  to  capitalize 
all  the  chief  words  in  the  title.     For  example. 


in  the  case  of  **  Maasachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,"  where  the  students  use  the 
initials  **  M.  I.  T."  to  designate  the  institution, 
the  use  of  small  letters  would  fail  to  bring  out 
these  distinctive  initials. 

Mr.  Nelson  :  I  may  add  that  this  matter  has 
caused  more  expense,  when  it  has  come  to  the 
printing  of  catalogs,  than  the  original  writing 
of  the  cards,  because  we  ha\'e  had. to  put  on  the 
capitals.  If  the  cards  had  been  written  with 
capitals  in  the  first  place,  we  should  not  have 
had  to  waste  time  and  money  in  correcting 
them. 

Mr.  SoLBERG :  I  am  very  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  discarding  of  capitals,  and  it  is  as  an  ad- 
vocate of  that  view  that  I  rise.  Mrs.  Fairchild 
has  presented  the  view  of  a  great  many  people 
on  the  non-usage  of  capitals  by  the  A.  L.  A., 
and  probably  that  objection  is  based  very 
largely  on  just  such  examples  as  the  writing  of 
**  Harvard  University  *•  with  a  small  **  u  "  and 
**  British  Museum"  with  a  small  "m."  It 
would  seem  to  be  good  sense  on  the  part  of 
those  who  dispense  with  useless  capitals  —  and 
I  think  it  is  much  more  important  than  it 
seems,  although  it  is  not  so  important  as  other 
rules  in  libraries  —  that  there  be  a  yielding  on 
these  points  and  that  some  flexibility  be  used, 
so  that  the  essential  rule  of  the  general  discard- 
ing of  capitals  may  be  maintained. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  One  practical  point  has  not 
been  mentioned.  It  really  is  not  easy,  in  the 
case  of  such  a  title  as  **  Proceedings  of  the 
Folk  Lore  Society,"  when  that  title  is  spelled 
with  a  small  **f  "  and  a  small  *'  s,**  to  percei^-e 
that  the  society*s  proper  name  has  been  gi^'cn. 
There  may  be  a  good  many-  societies  called 
folk  lore  societies.  You  may  have  the  title, 
**  Journal  of  the  Geological  Society  of  E^sei 
County."  Now,.when  •*  geological "  is  spelled 
with  a  small  **  g"  and  •*  society"  with  a  small 
*'  s  "  a  person  reading  that  title  would  not  knov 
the  official  name  of  the  organization ;  the  soci- 
ety might  be  called  **The  Society  of  Essex 
County  Geologists."  When  we  are  setting 
down  the  name  of  a  society,  especially  one  that 
contains  several  common  nouns  or  adjectives 
derived  from  common  nouns,  if  we  do  not  capi- 
talize those  we  do  not  indicate  clearlr  iti 
name. 

Mr.  Currier  :  I  want  to  be  sure  that  I  «t< 
understood  in  regard  to  the  instance  of  the 
**  Folk  Lore  Society."     I  should  not  advise  our 
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own  custom  to  be  adopted.  It  is  something 
we  shall  change  just  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a 
good  rule  to  go  by.  I  think  it  is  absurd  to  see 
•*  Folk  Lore  Society  "  written  with  a  small  "  f  " 
and  a  small  **  s.*' 

The  Chairman  :  The  Library  School  rules 
say,  in  the  case  instanced  by  Mr.  Fletcher, 
**  Capitalize  *  geological '  and  write  lower  case 
for  *  society/  " 

Mr.  Cutter  :  Let  me  present  one  other  point 

of  view,  that  of  the  rule-maker,  who  desires  to 

make  a  simple  rule  not  requiring  explanation 

or    exceptions,    but    carrying    one    principle 

through  several  different  applications.     Such 

a  rule  is  also  convenient  for  the  student  of  the 

rules  and  for  the  public.     Let  me  read  from 

the  fourth  edition   of  my  Rules  a  half  page 

which  applies  to  this  matter.     Use  capitals  : 

2.   for  all  proper  names  (each  separate  word 
not  an  article  or  preposition) 

a.  of  persons  and  places. 

E.g-.  John  Smith,  Cape  May,  Charles 
River,  the  Bight  of  Benin.  This  will 
include  North,  South,  etc.,  when  indi- 
cating a  section,  but  not  when  mean- 
ing the  compass  points. 

b.  of  bodies. 

E.g-,  Society  for  Promoting  the 
Diffusion  of  Useful  Knowledge,  Third 
Congregational  Church.  Also  the  ab- 
breviation of  such  names  used  when 
the  full  name  has  already  been  men- 
tioned or  is  well  known,  as  the  Bureau, 
the  College,  the  Synod. 

c.  of  noted  events  and  periods. 

E.g,  Boston  Massacre,  French  Rev- 
olution, Gunpowder  Plot,  Middle 
Ages. 

d.  of  months,  days,   holidays,  and   holy 

periods  and  ceremonies. 
E,g.     February,  Friday,  Fourth  of 
July  (in   titles   better  written  4th  of 
July),  Advent,  Halloween,  Holy  Week, 
Lent,  Lord's  Supper,  Thanksgiving. 

There  are  four  cases  of  actual  proper  names 
which  we  treat  exactly  alike.  It  is  a  very  sim- 
ple thing  to  follow  those  rules  in  preparing 
your  catalog ;  doing  otherwise  introduces  con- 
fusion. If  you  were  to  write  my  name,  for 
instance,  *'  Charles  ammi  cutter,"  then  you 
might  go  on  and  write  "Folk  lore  society;" 
but  not  otherwise,  if  you  are  to  be  consistent. 

L.  P.  Lane  :  It  seems  to  me  that  a  few 
words  ought  to  be  said  for  the  progressive 
wing  of  the  catalog  world.  It  is  evident  that 
catalogers  are  groping  slowly  toward  the  light ; 
but  I  do  not  think  the   progressive   wing  has 


been  represented  here  except  by  Mrs.  Fairchild 
and  Mr.  Andrews.  I  wish  in  particular  to  con- 
trovert Mr.  Dewey's  thesis  that  the  construc- 
tion of  a  card  catalog  by  a  system  of  rules  is 
analogous  to  the  erection  of  a  building  under 
the  specifications  and  plans  of  an  architect. 
The  only  condition  under  which  that  can  be 
true  is  when  the  catalog  has  become  popular- 
ized. A  much  more  sound  analogy  is  that  the 
catalog  is  analogous  in  its  growth  to  a  set  of 
political  institutions,  where  there  are  frequent 
changes.  We  have  in  the  Boston  Public  Li- 
brary cards  30  years  old  which  are  quite  differ- 
ent from  those  inserted  to-day.  I  have  been  a 
cataloger  for  about  two  years  and  I  think  our 
rules  in  regard  to  capitals  have  been  changed 
about  every  six  months.  Yet  these  changes,  I 
must  call  to  your  attention,  have  not  been 
vacillating ;  they  have  been  steady  in  their  aim* 
and  I  think  the  time  is  coming  when  we  shall 
capitalize  very  much  as  people  in  general  who 
have  had  good  literary  training  do.  For  exam- 
ple, in  that  specific  instance  "John  Stanley, 
earl  of  Derby,"  we  would  capitalize  "earl" 
and  "Derby." 

W.  H.  Tillinghast:  The  Harvard  College 
rules  seem  to  be  a  little  unpopular.  They  are 
based,  however,  it  seems  to  me,  on  an  entirely 
reasonable  practice.  They  may  be  a  little  ex- 
treme in  some  details,  but  the  theory  that  work 
for  a  library  catalog  is  a  different  kind  of  work 
from  work  for  ordinary  composition  seems  to 
me  thoroughly  sound,  and  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  capitals  do  interfere  with  the  easy 
following  of  a  title,  whether  printed  or  written 
on  a  catalog  card  or  on  a  printed  page  of  a 
catalog,  seems  to  me  clear.  That  being  so  I 
see  no  reason  why  librarians  are  not  entitled  to 
act  on  that  principle  and  exclude  capitals  as  far 
as  they  may.  I  am  quite  unable  to  sympathize 
with  those  who  see  any  derogation  to  a  particu- 
lar society  by  the  omission  of  some  of  the 
capitals  to  which  it  may  deem  itself  entitled. 
I  fail  to  see  that  the  **  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Crueltv  to  Animals  "  is  treated  in  an  in- 
decorous  way  by  capitalizing  simply  the  first 
word  of  the  title,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  gains 
anything  by  capitalizing  the  rest  of  the  title, 
while  I  think  that  by  capitalizing  the  rest  of 
the  title  you  do  interfere  with  the  ready  read- 
ing of  the  title  in  which  it  occurs.  Our  rules 
may  go  rather  too  far  in  the  omission  of  capi- 
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taU,  and  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  capital- 
ize the  first  word  of  the  title  of  a  society. 

The  Chairman  :  Will  those  who  are  in  favor 
of  capitalizing  all  the  chief  words  in  the  names 
of  societies  and  institutions,  government  de- 
partments and  bodies,  please  rise? 

62  rose. 

The  Chairman  :  Those  in  favor  of  capitaliz- 
ing only  the  first  word,  please  rise. 

41  rose. 

Mr.  Andrews  :  What  was  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  on  that  point? 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  The  vote  in  the  committee 
was  a  small  majority  in  favor  of  the  practice  as 
it  stands  in  the  Library  School  rules. 

The  Chairman  :  The  next  question  is : 
'*  Capitalize  the  names  of  historical  events  and 
epochs." 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  The  vote  on  that  in  the  com- 
mittee was  five  to  two  against  using  capitals 
for  historical  events  and  epochs  unless  in  the 
case  of  proper  nouns  and  adjectives. 

Mr.  Martel  :  It  seems  to  me  that  a  number 
of  specific  exceptions  to  that  rule  might  be  pro- 
mulgated from  time  to  time.  We  might  start 
with  "Reformation,"  "  Renaissance,"  "Revo- 
lution," meaning  the  French  Revolution,  and 
such  others  as  might  be  proposed. 

The  Chairman  :  May  I  say  that  in  the  com- 
mittee the  vote  was  influenced  by  this  consid- 
eration, that  it  had  been  found  to  be  exceed- 
ingly difllicult  to  always  decide  what  is  an 
historical  event.  It  was  the  tendency  here  to 
make  a  rule  that  could  be  more  easily  followed. 

Mr.  Fletcher  :  It  seems  as  though  there 
could  not  be  a  better  rule  —  if  there  is  to  be  a 
rule  made  along  the  line  of  Cutter's  rules  — 
than  that  those  words  which  are  admitted  to  be 
proper  names  should  be  capitalized.  That  is  to 
say,  capitalize  the  principal  words  if  proper 
names,  as  in  **  St.  Bartholomew's  Day."  The 
word  **  day  "  there  is  a  proper  name,  because  it 
refers  to  some  thing  that  is  not  a  day  at  all. 
People  in  speaking  about  St.  Bartholomew's 
Day  are  apt  to  mean  the  massacre  itself.  There 
are  other  striking  examples  that  might  be  men- 
tioned in  which  a  word  is  used  differently  from 
its  ordinary  meaning. 

The  Chairman  :  All  those  tn  favor  of  capi- 
talizing all  the  words  in  names  of  noted  his- 
torical events  and  epochs  please  rise. 

62  rose. 


All  those  opposed  to  capitalizing  the  chief 
words  in  such  cases,  please  rise. 

3  rose. 

The  Chairman:  There  is  another  point 
which  some  of  the  librarians  are  anxious 
to  have  discussed.  Mr.  Andrews  has  men- 
tioned to  me  the  case  of  common  nouns  in 
German. 

Mr.   Andrews  :    I  wish   to    speak  on   this 
point,  as  it  is  perhaps  the  one  as  to  which 
the  people  who  use  our  library  have  the  great- 
est interest.     I  make  no  pretence  of  coming 
here  as  a  cataloger,  but  simply  as  a  man  who 
uses  the  catalog  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
student,   and   it   is  from   that  point  of  view, 
which  was  indicated  by  Mrs.  Fairchild's  argu- 
ment—  with  which  I  heartily  concur  —  that  I 
want  to  speak.    The  Library  of  Cong^ss  at 
present  prints  its  German  titles  with  the  noun 
in  lower  case.     I  cannot  accept  that  as  being 
in  accordance  with  the  practice  of   the  best 
publishers  of  Germany.    I  would  like  to  obtain 
an  opinion  on  this  question  from  the  catalogers 
and   representatives  of  those  libraries  which 
have  any  large  percentage  of  German  litera- 
ture.    I  have  purposely   limited  the  question 
because  it   seems  to  me  that  a  library  which 
contains  30  per  cent,  of  its  books*  in  German 
is   in   a  somewhat  different  position  from  a 
library  which  has  only  one  or  two  per  cent., 
as  I  suppose  the  majority  of  American  libra- 
ries  have.     I  believe  that  the  authorities  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  hold  that  it  is  becom- 
ing less  the  custom  in  Germany  to  capitalize 
common   nouns,  but  I  have  myself   seen   no 
evidence  in  support  of  that  view.     The  Ger- 
man books  which  I  read  now  show  as  small 
a  percentage  of  this  alleged  change  of  custom  — 
in  fact,  I  might  say  almost  as  absolutely  non- 
existent a    percentage  —  as    they  did    twenty 
years  ago  when  I  first  began  to  read  scientific 
German.     It  is  on  those  arguments  —  that  it 
is  contrary  to  the   best    practice  of    German 
writers,  and  that  it  does  therefore  offend  those 
who  are  accustomed  to  reading  German  in  the 
same  way  that  the  decapitalization  of  titles  or 
proper  names  offends  the  majority  of  us  —  that 
I  make  the  request  that  those  catalogers  who 
deal   with  German    literature  would    express 
their  preferences  on  this  point. 

Mr.  Currier  :  That  is  a  good  point.    Hav- 
ing myself  been  brought  up  in  America,  I  am 
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80  accustomed  to  using  small  letters  for  the 
initial  letters  of  German  nouns  that  it  has  be- 
come almost  a  second  nature.  But  I  can  see 
that  what  Mr.  Andrews  says  has  great  weight. 
I  know  how  it  offends  me  in  foreign  titles  to 
see  what  I  consider  a  proper  name  or  proper 
adjective  printed  with  a  lower  case  initial.  I 
know  the  same  thing  must  hold  true  of  the 
German  who  consults  our  catalog,  and  while  at 
present  I  am  in  favor  of  using  lower  case  as 
much  as  possible,  I  am  willing  to  be  persuaded 
to  use  capitals  in  cases  of  that  kind.  The  only 
trouble  is,  that  there  is  a  difference  in  other 
languages.  It  might  be  a  little  difficult  to  tell 
sometimes  in  the  case  of  different  languages 
just  what  would  be  the  proper  rule  for  the  use 
of  capitals. 

Mr.  Martel  :  While  I  am  personally  in 
favor  of  capitalizing  nouns  in  German,  I  think 
that  the  use  of  German  nouns  beginning  with 
small  letters  is  increasing  and  is  not  quite  as 
uncommon  as  Mr.  Andrews  seems  to  think. 
I  think  that  the  percentage  of  this  grovrth 
may  be  said  to  be  nearly  equal  to  the  growth  of 
the  use  of  Roman  characters  for  writing  Ger- 
man. I  know  that  there  is  considerable 
correspondence  by  Germans  in  which  small 
letters  are  used  for  nouns,  and  the  tendency 
probably  is  that  way.  It  is  not  uncommon  to 
find  scientific  literature  especially  printed  in 
Roman  characters,  and  with  small  letters  at 
the  beginning  of  nouns,  and  if  this  practice 
is  kept  up  in  the  printed  cards,  I  think  it  will 
be  in  line  with  the  tendency.  The  same  may 
be  true  of  the  Scandinavian  languages  also. 

The  Chairman  :  The  Scandinavians  do  not 
capitalize  the  common  nouns  any  longer,  nor 
do  we  in  cataloging  books  in  those  languages. 

Mr.  JosEPHSON :  There  was  a  tendency  be- 
ginning in  the  *8o's  to  discourage  the  use  of 
capitals  for  German  nouns.  At  the  same  time 
there  began  a  tendency  to  use  Roman  letters 
instead  of  German  letters.  The  latter  tendency 
has  grown,  the  former  has  ceased.  You  can 
occasionally  find  a  German  author  who  does  not 
use  capitals  for  nouns,  but  all  the  best  standard 
authors  and  all  the  best  standard  publishers 
and  printers  use  them.  This  question  can  be 
regarded  only  as  a  part  of  the  general  question 
how  to  treat  foreign  languages.  In  my  own 
opinion  we  should  treat  them  according  to  the 
best  usage  of  the  language  itself. 


A.  Keogh  :  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  we 
should  capitalize  nouns  in  copying  lower-case 
titles  ?  The  German  section  at  Yale  has  some 
seven  thousand  volumes,  and  I  should  say  that 
there  were  five  hundred  printed  with  the  nouns 
beginning  with  small  letters, — even  the  para- 
graphs beginning  that  way.  What  should  we 
do  in  such  a  case  ? 

Mr.  Andrews  :  I  should  follow  the  title- 
page.  If  they  used  lower  case  on  the  title-page, 
I  would  do  the  same ;  if  they  used  capitals,  I 
would  use  capitals.  I  would  adopt  Mr.  Joseph- 
son's  suggestions  in  regard  to  foreign  titles  — 
to  follow  the  best  custom  of  the  country,  where 
the  author  had  not  himself  deliberately  set  out 
to  express  an  opinion  in  his  title. 

The  Chairman  :  I  observe  that  Mr.  Dewey 
is  here.  We  have  had  a  written  communica- 
tion from  him,  but  now  that  he  is  present,  he 
may  wish  to  add  something  to  it. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  I  should  like  to  make  plain 
my  attitude.  Since  we  started  the  Library 
Journal  in  1876  I  have  studied  the  trend  of 
this  matter,  and  my  observation  is  that  the 
people  who  are  troubled  most  about  sparing 
use  of  capitals  are  those  who  work  not  on 
scholarly  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but  on 
the  ordinary  prejudices  of  the  educated  eye. 
Unless  one  has  studied  the  matter  with  care,  he 
has  the  same  prejudice  against  the  dropping  of 
capitals  that  he  had  against  dropping  the  **  ue  '* 
from  "catalog"  some  years  ago.  Originally 
all  letters  were  capitals ;  then  after  the  legible 
small  letters  were  invented  every  word  began 
with  a  capital ;  then  every  prominent  word  or 
every  noun  began  with  a  capital.  Steadily  we 
have  been  getting  rid  of  our  double  alphabet  in 
the  same  way  that  the  German  is  getting  rid 
of  its  Gothic  letters  and  substituting  the  simpler 
Roman  forms.  The  whole  tendency  of  the 
world  is  to  produce  any  given  result  in  the 
simplest,  quickest,  and  cheapest  way.  Of 
course,  it  is  an  absurdity  to  have  two  alphabets 
instead  of  one.  It  is  a  condition  of  things 
which  has  grown  out  of  the  old  hieroglyphics. 
If  you  follow  this  tendency  as  shown  during 
the  last  twenty-five  years,  and  take  the  au- 
thorities on  this  subject,  you  will  find  a  steady 
lessening  of  the  number  of  capitals  used.  If 
you  send  your  printing  to  a  cheap  country 
office,  where  some  green  boy  has  grown  up  to 
be  foreman,  you  will  find  it  peppered  full  of 
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capitals.  But  if  you  send  the  same  work  to 
De  Vinne  or  to  some  other  press,  famous  for 
the  beauty  of  its  typographic  work,  you  will 
see  the  capitals  rapidly  disappearing.  I  have 
noted  that  those  who  declaim  most  loudly 
about  this  matter  of  decapitalization  are  the 
people  who  have  never  really  studied  it  and 
have  no  claim  to  be  considered  authorities. 
They  do  not  like  "the  look"  of  it,  that  is 
all.  They  have  been  used  to  seeing  a  certain 
style  of  capitalization  and  so  they  declaim 
against  any  improvement  without  studying  its 
merits.  There  is  nothing  so  hard  to  change 
as  rules  for  a  card  catalog,  because  it  is  like 
an  uncompleted  book.  If  you  are  printing 
a  book  and  a  change  of  style  is  suggested  in 
the  middle,  common  sense  tells  you  to  wait 
until  you  have  completed  that  volume.  It 
makes  little  difference  whether  you  use  capitals 
or  small  letters,  but  any  change  in  the  middle 
is  offensive  and  disastrous.  Capitalization  is 
a  little  detail,  compared  with  our  great  work 
of  librarianship,  but  yet  it  is  a  serious  thing 
to  change.  It  is  not  the  most  important  thing 
in  the  world,  but  it  is  annoying  to  have  that 
confusion.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  change 
unless  we  are  sure  we  are  making  an  improve- 
ment. 

Some  one  has  said  that  the  work  of  the 
A.  L.  A.  is  not  to  reform  the  English  lan- 
guage. I  agree  to  that ;  but  let  us  not  put  our- 
selves in  the  attitude  of  antagonizing  a  natural 
and  helpful  growth  in  the  right  direction. 
That  growth  is  steadily  towards  the  use  of 
fewer  capitals.  When  we  discussed  this  twenty- 
five  years  ago  in  1877  in  New  York,  we  had 
full  consideration  and  agreed  on  a  plan  of 
restricting  capitals  which  has  been  widely 
adopted.     A  good  many  people  do  not  use  it, 


but  it  is  the  one  which  has  been  used  more 
largely  than  any  other  code.  Now,  we  ougrht 
to  think  tvrice  before  we  change  that  code. 
Those  of  you  who  have  looked  at  De  Vinne*i 
new  books  published  this  summer  will  find 
that  he  has  taken  clear  strong  ground,  and 
in  letters  which  he  has  written  to  me  recentlT 
he  says  he  wants  to  %o  still  farther.  He  ii 
easily  the  first  authority  on  printing  in  thii 
country,  and  for  us  to  ignore  the  judgment 
of  the  closest  students  of  these  things  and  d 
the  presses  that  do  the  best  work,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  go  back  on  our  old  practice  seem! 
to  me  discreditable.  If  you  don't  know  whethei 
to  put  in  a  capital  or  not,  leave  it  out ;  if  you 
are  in  doubt  whether  to  put  a  silent  letter  at  the 
end  of  a  word,  leave  it  out.  It  is  a  good  ruk 
always  to  do  a  thing  in  the  cheapest  and 
shortest  way. 

L.  P.  Lane  :  I  think  the  whole  problem  will 
be  solved  when  all  books  are  printed  in  Volapuk. 
If  the  time  is  coming  when  all  German  booki 
will  be  printed  with  the  nouns  beginning  with 
small  letters,  then  the  most  economical  wij 
would  be  to  print  them  that  way  at  the  present 
time. 

The  Chairman  :  All  those  who  are  in  ta\-or 
of  capitalizing  the  common  nouns  in  German, 
please  rise. 

The  vote  was  in  the  afHrmative. 

The  report  of  the 

COMMITTEE   ON    NOMINATIONS 

was  presented,  submitting  the  names  of  Chario 
H.Gould,  for  chairman;  and  Miss  Sula  Wag^ 
ner,  for  secretary  for  the  ensuing  year.  Tb( 
report  was  accepted,  and  the  persons  narott 
elected. 
The  session  then  adjourned. 
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'THE  Trustees'  Section  of  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  held  a  meeting  in 
Library  Hall,  Magnolia,  Mass.,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Thursday,  June  19,  Deloraine  P. 
Corey,  chairman  of  the  Section,  presided,  with 
Thomas  L.  Montgomery  as  secretary.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.45  by  the  chair- 
man, who  said :  — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Trus- 
tees* Section,  and  Members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. —  I  am  more  than  pleased  at  the 
appearance  of  so  many  new  faces  here,  which 
I  think  shows  that  we  have  a  number  of  trus- 
tees with  us.  I  have  to  say  to  them  that  they 
are  more  than  welcome,  and  we  trust  they  will 
make  themselves  heard  and  felt  here.  If  there 
is  anything  that  they  wish  to  speak  upon  we 
would  like  to  hear  from  them.  This  is  a  Trus- 
tees* Section,  and  we  wish  the  trustees  to 
speak  their  minds  —  and  the  librarians  also. 
If  the  librarians  do  not  like  what  the  trus- 
tees say,  they  are  free  to  reply. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  take  up  your  time 
by  any  extended  remarks,  but  to  speak  briefly 
and  broadly  of  that  which  appears  to  claim  our 
first  and  most  careful  attention  —  the  relation 
of  the  trustee  and  the  librarian,  each  having  his 
proper  and  clearly  defined  field  of  activity,  and 
each  dependent  upon  the  other  for  intelligent 
co-operation  and  support.  There  are  matters 
which  concern  both  the  trustee  and  the  libra- 
rian. There  are  questions  which  directly  affect 
the  trustee,  and  others  which  more  especially 
touch  the  librarian,  in  which,  however,  each 
may  have  a  sympathetic  and  helpful  interest. 

There  are  questions  which  concern  us  as 
trustees  which  may  be  considered  in  future  ses- 
sions, but  this  rightfully  takes  precedence  of 
all.  Others  are  such  as  are  modified  by  condi- 
tions of  place  and  circumstances  —  this  is  one 
of  universal  application  ;  for  that  which  is  help- 
ful or  that  which  is  unjust  in  the  relation  of 
the  trustee  and  the  librarian  in  the  large  li- 
brary is  helpful  or  burdensome  or  unjust  in 
the  small  one.  While  the  trustee  has  his 
burden  to  bear  —  and  it  is  not  always  a  light 
one  —  he  may  with  propriety  remember  that  a 
burden  is  laid  upon  the  librarian  which  he  may 


lighten  and  in  the  effort  find  his  own  burden 
lightened  by  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  the  other. 

An  experience  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  must 
have  taught  me  something ;  and  it  has  con- 
firmed me  in  the  belief  that  this  is  the  most 
important  subject  that  can  come  before  this 
Section ;  for  upon  the  harmony  or  the  dis- 
cord of  the  trustee  and  the  librarian  largely 
rests  the  success  or  the  failure  of  the  library. 
This  leads  me  to  say  that  I  class  as  a  discord 
that  indifferent  or  perfunctory  spirit  which 
pervades  too  many  library  boards,  an  indiffer- 
ence which  mainly  springs  from  the  indifferent 
material  of  which  some  boards  are  composed. 
This  is,  perhaps,  not  a  pleasant  part  of  our 
subject,  but  as  a  trustee  I  can  allude  to  it.  It 
is  on  the  dark  side,  and  it  is  the  dark  side 
which  we  wish  to  eliminate. 

This  subject  has  so  many  aspects,  and  it  is 
so  varied  in  its  applications,  that  the  discussions 
of  one  session  cannot  exhaust  it.  We  need  the 
views  of  the  many,  both  of  trustees  and  libra- 
rians, that  out  of  the  many  we  may  form  a 
composite  that  will  present  a  likeness  of  the 
real  body  as  it  exists,  and  that  we  may  form 
another  of  the  ideal  body  that  might  be  and 
should  be.  We  may  not  be  able  to  raise  our- 
selves to  the  level  of  the  ideal  —  we  can  raise 
ourselves  above  the  plane  upon  which  too 
many  library  boards  are  placed. 

There  are  conditions  that  are  common  to  all 
libraries ;  and  there  are  conditions  which  are 
exceptional  or  are  confined  to  a  class  and  are 
not  common  to  all.  So  our  discussion,  to  be 
complete,  should  be  from  many  standpoints, 
embracing  all  the  extremes  as  well  as  the  means 
of  library  conditions. 

There  has  been  a  spirit  in  some  of  the  meet- 
ings of  this  Association  in  past  years  which  I 
hope  will  not  find  a  place  here.  I  refer  to  a 
state  of  gentle  acquiescence  which  precludes  the 
best  results.  While  such  a  condition  may  not 
always  prevent  a  session  from  being  in  a  degree 
interesting  and  instructive,  a  little  opposition  — 
a  little  exchange  of  variant  thoughts  —  may 
come  like  the  breath  of  one  of  our  New  Eng- 
land east  winds  at  the  close  of  a  sultry  summer 
day.     Perhaps  there  may  be  a  feeling  of  delicacy 
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in  the  mind  of  the  trustee  as  he  reviews  the 
methods  of  the  librarian.  Perhaps  the  librarian 
may  hesitate  to  speak  of  the  shortcomings  of 
the  trustee.  Let  us  be  frank  in  our  interchange 
of  thought  and  experience  as  members  of  one 
family,  that  we  may  strengthen  ourselves  in  the 
courses  which  are  right,  that  we  may  correct 
those  things  that  are  wrong  or  that  are  not 
expedient. 

There  is  so  much  that  forces  itself  upon  my 
mind  in  relation  to  trustees  —  their  uses  and 
abuses  —  that  there  is  a  temptation  to  enter  into 
details  to  an  undue  occupation  of  your  time. 
If  the  few  words  which  I  have  spoken  in  a 
desultory  way,  and  those  things  which  may  be 
said  by  other  and  more  able  speakers,  should 
be  found  to  be  suggestive,  may  I  not  ask  you 
to  consider  with  carefulness  the  obligations  of 
the  trustee,  and  ask  of  yourselves,  with  that 
earnestness  which  should  characterize  personal 
examination,  if  those  obligations  are  met  by 
you  } 

The  chairman  appointed  a 

COMMITTEE   ON   NOMINATIONS 

as  follows : 

Charles  C.  Soule,  Dr.  H.  M.  Leipziger,  W. 
R.  Eastman. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Jambs  H.  Canfield, 
Mr.  QyiMBY  read  the  former's  paper  on 

THE  RELATION  OF  THE  TRUSTEE  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  parallel  between  the  public  school  and 
the  library  is  never  more  complete  than  in 
the  matter  of  trustee  and  trusteeship  — I  fear 
that  it  is  complete  on  both  sides,  for  good  and 
for  evil.  The  same  general  qualities  are  desira- 
ble, and  are  necessary  for  a  successful  issue ;  and 
alas  I  are  so  often  lacking.  Mr.  Beecher  once 
said  that  the  strongest  proof  of  the  divine 
character  of  Christianity  was  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  it  had  survived  in  spite  of  its  preachers 
and  preaching.  Some  of  us  have  often  felt  that 
the  dire  necessity  for  public  schools  is  clearly 
manifest  in  the  survival  of  the  system  in  the 
face  of  its  teachers  and  teaching.  And  it  may 
be  that  the  public  library  is  to  prove  its  right 
to  be  by  outliving  and  by  living  down  its  man- 
agement and  its  general  administration.  Yet 
all  this  means,  after  all,  in  each  case,  that  the 
purposes  of  public  administrators  are  generally 
right  and  righteous;  and  that  humanity  neces- 


sarily reaches  any  fixed  goal  by  tacking  back 
and  forth,  sometimes  apparently  wide  of  the 
route;  and  not  by  a  more  direct  path. 

In  library  matters  as  in  the  church  and  in 
education  I  hold  it  to  be  of  the  very  first  im- 
portance that  a  trustee  shall  understand  that 
the  proper  discharge  of  his  duties  will  demand 
preparation  and  action,  time  and  thought;  and 
that  he  will  distinctly  prepare  for  this  sacrifice. 
It  is  probably  true  that  if  men  gave  no  more 
or  no  better  attention  to  their  private  affairs 
than  to  the  interests  which  they  have  promised 
to  guard  in  their  capacity  as  trustees,  or 
managers,  or  directors  they  would  be  bank- 
rupt in  ninety  days;  or  if  not  in  ninety  days, 
as  soon  as  the  natural  progress  of  a  neglected 
business  will  carry  them  to  bankruptcy.  A 
trustee  of  a  public  library  should  note  carefully 
the  dates  of  the  various  official  meetings,  and 
far  in  advance  of  other  demands  should  clear 
his  engagement  book  for  these.  He  should 
find  time  for  an  occasional  visit  to  the  library, 
perhaps  an  informal  rather  than  an  official 
visit,  in  order  that  he  may  note  carefully  the 
general  progress  made  in  administration  by  the 
librarian  and  the  staff,  as  well  as  the  uses  made 
of  the  library  by  the  public  which  the  trustee 
is  undertaking  to  serve.  At  the  very  beginning 
of  his  term  he  should  say  to  himself  at  least, 
either  •*  This  one  thing  I  do,"  or  •»  This  is  one 
of  the  things  which  I  propose  to  do,  and  do 
well."  Only  when  he  gives  himself  thus  sys- 
tematically to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  can 
he  be  accounted  a  faithful  servant.  To  allow 
every  chance  attraction  to  take  him  from  trus- 
tee meetings,  to  be  irregular  and  desultory  in 
all  his  ways,  to  lack  the  continuity  of  interest 
and  of  effort  which  is  so  necessary  to  success 
in  any  undertaking,  —  all  this  is  not  only  to  fall 
short  of  his  duties,  but  is  to  place  himself  in 
the  position  of  an  obstructionist.  For  it  must 
be  true  that  every  man  who  does  not  lift  at  the 
load  in  these  days  adds  his  own  weight  to  the 
load  and  makes  the  lifting  of  others  more  ardu- 
ous. A  trustee  should  take  a  certain  pride  in 
his  work,  should  undertake  to  establish  a  defi- 
nite reputation  in  his  work,  should  feel  that 
there  is  an  opportunity  and  a  rather  unusual 
opportunity  for  public  service,  and  should  sin- 
cerely believe  that  if  his  duty  is  well  done  his 
fellow  citizens  will  keep  his  memory  green. 

The  trustee  ought  to  have  a  very  clear  con- 
viction of  the  importance  of  the  work  which  he 
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has  in  hand,  of  the  real  end  in  view  in  connec- 
tion with  all  library  effort.  He  should  under- 
stand that  the  library  is  to  be  a  definite  force 
for  good  in  the  community,  that  it  is  to  furnish 
inspiration  rather  than  amusement  and  recrea- 
tion, that  it  is  a  necessary  adjunct  of  any  high 
form  of  civilization.  He  will  not  come  into 
this  knowledge  all  at  once,  he  will  grow  with 
the  growth  of  the  library.  This  knowledge  and 
this  thought  of  the  power  and  place  and  value 
of  the  library  will  constantly  expand  as  the  days 
of  his  service  increase  in  number.  He  will  find 
himself  studying  the  field,  and  endeavoring  to 
determine  the  characteristics  of  the  city  or 
town,  assuring  himself  of  the  lines  of  greatest 
demand  as  well  as  the  lines  of  least  resistance. 
He  will  find  in  his  community  different  classes 
of  people  with  different  interests,  whose  wel- 
fare must  be  promoted  by  different  methods. 
He  will  give  himself  to  a  more  or  less  careful 
study  of  the  needs  of  the  different  departments 
of  industry;  he  will  inquire  carefully  as  to 
what  reading  matter  will  most  surely  interest 
and  stimulate  his  fellow-townsmen  in  their 
various  walks  of  life ;  he  will  begin  to  under- 
stand what  it  means  to  furnish  a  librarvto  those 

It 

who  have  none  of  their  own,  and  who  can  have 
none  of  their  own,  as  well  as  to  supplement 
the  collections  of  those  more  fortunate.  He 
will  never  for  a  moment  question  the  desira- 
bility and  the  necessity  of  a  well  equipped  and 
well  administered  library,  maintained  at  public 
expense,  as  a  most  sure  and  swift  and  effective 
agent  in  public  welfare.  His  convictions  will 
be  formulated  in  his  daily  contact  with  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  will  be  able  to  give  a  rea- 
son for  the  faith  that  is  in  him,  and  therefore 
and  thereby  will  be  worth  ten  men  who  cannot 
do  this.  Objectors  to  public  taxation  for  this 
purpose  will  cross  the  street  rather  than  meet 
him,  because  they  dread  the  keenness  of  his 
blade ;  he  will  be  the  champion  of  the  library 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  and  he  will  fight 
his  fight  to  a  finish,  and  will  win  because  he 
feels  and  knows  that  his  cause  is  just. 

The  wise  and  successful  and  efficient  trustee 
will  also  have  or  secure  an  intelligent  apprecia- 
tion of  the  means  by  which  these  much  desired 
ends  are  to  be  reached.  This  knowledge  of  the 
end  in  view  and  this  sincere  conviction  ot  the 
desirability  of  reaching  this  end,  and  this  intelli- 
gent appreciation  of  means,  necessarily  go  hand 
in  hand  —  each  ministering  to  the  other,  and 


each  quickening  the  other.  As  before,  he  will 
not  come  into  this  intelligent  appreciation  all 
at  once.  He  will  secure  this  by  careful  study 
of  methods,  by  a  willingness  to  learn  rather 
than  by  a  spirit  of  captious  criticism.  H^  will 
become  a  reader  of  library  journals,  and  of 
library  news  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  found. 
He  will  give  some  of  his  time  and  some  of  his 
money  to  attendance  upon  conventions;  pre- 
cisely as  he  will  do  if  he  is  a  banker  or  a  man- 
ufacturer. He  will  begin  to  feel  that  he  is  of  a 
class,  and  of  a  class  concerning  which  he  de- 
sires to  know  more  than  at  present.  His  recog- 
nition of  a  community  of  interest  will  be  a  great 
incentive  in  this  study  of  ways  and  means;  and 
in  this  also  he  will  put  himself  in  close  touch 
with  his  librarian. 

With  all  this  the  trustee  will  be  careful  not 
to  think  himself  an  expert;  because  after  all 
he  will  simply  secure  that  general  information 
along  general  lines  which  belongs  with  the 
larger  phases  of  administration  rather  than 
with  the  details.  Recognizing  this,  he  will  turn 
willingly  and  constantly  to  the  experts  of  re- 
pute in  his  particular  field.  If  I  desire  to  know 
anything  of  theology  I  go  to  the  theologian  for 
my  information  and  not  to  a  soapmaker.  On 
the  contrary,  if  I  wish  to  secure  a  reasonable 
mastery  of  the  process  of  soapmaking  I  am  not 
apt  to  go  to  the  theologian.  The  development 
of  the  specialist,  the  place  of  value  of  the  ex- 
pert, are  clearly  recognized  to-day  in  all  call- 
ings. The  wise  trustee,  therefore,  will  under- 
take to  see  that  an  expert  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word  is  put  in  charge  of  the  library;  and 
having  accomplished  this,  the  trustee  will  await 
results.  He  will  advise,  but  he  will  not  dictate ; 
he  will  suggest,  but  he  will  not  demand ;  he  will 
co-operate  at  all  times,  and  never  simply  criti- 
cise. His  own  efforts  will  constantly  strengthen 
his  librarian  and  his  librarian's  staff  in  all  their 
work.  He  will  be  the  granite  wall  between  the 
librarian  and  hasty  and  unjust  criticism  in  the 
community  at  large.  His  knowledge  of  the 
work  of  the  library  will  be  such  as  to  commend 
his  position  and  his  opinion  to  his  fellow-citi- 
zens and  win  for  him  their  confidence;  and 
through  him  this  confidence  and  this  support 
will  pass  directly  and  helpfully  and  in  a  stimu- 
lating way  to  the  librarian  and  those  working 
with  him.  The  wise  trustee  will  be  strong 
enough  and  brave  enough  to  say  that  a  good 
man  shall  hold  his  place,  and  he  will  be  strong 
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and  brave  enough  to  say  that  a  poor  man  shall 
not  hold  his  place.  It  often  takes  more  cour- 
age to  dismiss  an  incompetent  servant  than  to 
perform  almost  any  other  administrative  duty. 
The  wise  trustee,  however,  will  be  the  trustee 
who  works  efficiently  although  with  large  leis- 
ure, who  is  never  hurried  off  his  feet,  and  who 
never  loses  his  head  because  of  the  haste  of 
others.  He  will  stand  firm-grounded  in  what 
he  knows  that  he  knows,  but  he  will  never  for 
an  instant  imagine  that  he  knows  it  all. 

These,  then,  are  some  of  the  characteristics 
of  the  efficient  trustee,  and  these  all  too  briefly 
are  the  relations  which  he  will  sustain  to  his 
library.  In  the  church  and  in  the  state,  in  the 
school  and  in  the  library,  in  this  wise  and  com- 
plete union  of  all  educational  forces,  we  are 
marshalling  the  armies  of  intelligence  against 
the  forces  of  ignorance,  we  are  seeking  to  put 
rational  faith  in  place  of  sheer  credulity,  the 
temper  which  says,  **  I  believe  and  I  will  it**  in 
place  of  **  1  don't  know  and  I*  can't ;  "  we  are 
putting  strength  against  weakness  and  courage 
against  fear,  and  hope  against  despair,  and 
light  against  darkness.  It  is  time  for  individu- 
alism, it  is  true,  for  the  largest  possible  devel- 
opment of  all  individual  capacity  and  power; 
but  for  individualism  of  that  high  type  and 
order  which  knows  that  its  most  efficient  man- 
ifestation is  to  be  found  in  organization  of  high 
type  and  order.  The  last  hour  has  already 
struck  for  the  man  whose  individualism  con- 
sists simply  of  self-assertion  only  equalled  by 
his  ignorance  of  the  benefits  of  co-operation,  or 
his  unwillingness  to  stand  by  his  fellow-men; 
who  still  fancies  that  guerilla  warfare  is  as  ef- 
fective as  the  well-ordered  movements  of  bat- 
talions and  brigades.  The  signal  has  been 
given  for  every  man  to  take  his  place,  and  the 
true  place  of  every  man  is  in  close  and  sympa- 
thetic touch  with  his  fellow-men.  In  this  great 
conflict  the  trustees  of  the  public  libraries  rank 
as  quarter-masters;  they  are  to  see  that  sup- 
plies and  ordnance  are  not  wanting,  that  the 
men  who  are  on  the  firing  lines  are  cheered  and 
sustained  and  stimulated,  that  the  best  care  is 
continually  given  to  those  who  should  be  free 
to  wage  the  battle  without  one  backward  look. 
It  is  said  that  McKinley  won  his  first  fame  by 
seeing  that  every  man  in  his  regiment  had  a 
cup  of  hot  coffee  on  the  eve  of  battle.  The 
men  who  are  the  advance  guard  of  civilization, 
preachers,  teachers,  and  librarians,  need  back 


of  them  just  this  sort  of  competent  service  and 
sympathetic  and  efficient  attention. 

Men  are  never  quite  equal  to  our  ideals ;  but 
it  is  well  to  hold  the  ideal  up  to  the  fore,  and 
not  to  lower  the  standards.  Then  and  only  then 
may  we  hope  to  see  the  day,  already  dawning, 
in  which  to  the  list  of  those  who  ser\'e  their 
fellow-men  and  who  become  worth v  of  the  title 
of  public  benefactors,  will  be  added  the  trustee 
of  the  public  library. 

The  Chairman  :  Dr.  Canfield's  paper  is  be- 
fore vou  for  remarks  or  discussion. 

«r 

Mr.  Quimby:  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  empha- 
size that  point  about  the  individuality  of  the 
trustee.  All  through  that  paper  the  trustee  is 
taken  as  an  individual,  but  in  fact  he  is  only 
one  of  a  group  of  four  or  five  or  perhaps  more. 
It  is  well  for  the  trustee  to  know  that  he  is  one 
of  a  number — that  he  is  working  side  by  sitte 
with  others.  The  great  executive  power  of 
men  who  have  been  leaders  has  lain  in  their 
ability  to  select  the  right  agent  and  instrument 
to  do  their  work,  and  the  successful  trustee  is 
very  dependent  upon  the  power  to  pick  out  the 
right  librarian.  But  when  he  has  done  thit, 
that  librarian  is  the  one  who  is  to  be  trusted  to 
carry  out  the  work. 

Sometimes  the  inquiry  conies  up.  Who  is  to 
choose  the  books  ?  and  in  deciding  such  points 
we  have  to  come  down  to  certain  principles. 
The  community  owns  a  library,  and  the  trus- 
tees work  for  the  communitv,  not  for  them- 
selves;  but  they  are  to  consult  the  general 
good  and  the  highest  and  best  public  spirit 
And  then,  after  that,  the  librarian  is  responsible 
to  the  trustees  The  librarian  may  select  the 
books,  but  the  trustee  must  revise  the  selec- 
tion. 

A  Delegate:   In   an   experience  of  manr 
years  I   have  found  one  fault,  or  rather  one 
defect,  in  the  average  board  of  trustees.    This 
is  a  defect  which  is  not  due  to  the  individual 
members  of  the  trustees  nor  to  the  character  of 
the  board,  but  to  the  organization  of  the  board. 
And  this  particular  board  to  which  I  refer  it 
not  the  class  of  boards  which  are  elected  for 
limited  periods,  but  the  trustees  in  incorporated 
libraries,  which  have  resulted  in  the  beginoiof 
from  some  gift  to  a  town.     Such  boards  bate 
been  frequently  modified  in  after  years,  having 
their  terms  renewed.     I  find  a  defect  in  »«* 
boards  in  the  long  tenure  of  office,  resoltingis 
the  retention  of  men  who  have  reached  sudi 
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an  age  that  it  prevents  them  from  performing 
the  duties  which  they  are  required  to  perform, 
so  that  in  some  cases  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a 
quorum  through  actual  inability  to  be  present. 
A' remedy  for  this  might  be  found,  as  has 
been  suggested,  in  a  voluntary  change  in  the 
method  of  the  tenure  of  office  by  the  board 
itself,  and  this  plan  has  been  suggested :  that 
the  board  of  trustees,  having  been  duly  incor- 
porated in  the  first  instance,  should  make  a 
regulation  that  every  five  years  one-third  of  its 
membership  should  withdraw,  and  not  be 
eligible  until  another  five  years  had  elapsed; 
that  would  make  five  years  for  the  first,  ten  for 
the  second,  and  fifteen  for  the  third,  and  that 
would  prevent  —  however  this  board  mi^ht  be 
selected,  whether  by  the  voles  of  the  board  it- 
self or  outside  election  —  the  retention  in  office 
of  men  to  whom  such  service  had  become  a 
burden. 

Speaking  now  very  briefly  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  librarian,  it  seems  to  me  the  first 
duty  is  to  study  the  relations  which  should  exist 
between  the  librarian  and  the  board  of  trustees. 
In  other  words,  the  librarian  should  try  to  learn 
his  own  duties  as  distinguished  from  the  duties 
of  the  board,  so  that  he  will  not  trespass  on  the 
one  hand,  and  on  the  other  hand  that  he  will 
not  expect  from  the  trustees  the  performance  of 
duties  which  belong  to  himself. 

I  find  in  many  towns  that  the  trustees  have 
fallen  into  the  habit  of  performing  trivial 
duties;  and  we,  as  librarians,  ought  to  remem- 
ber that  the  trustees  have  no  salaries,  that  we 
are  paid,  and  that  the  arduous  duties  of  detail 
are  our  function.  To  illustrate,  I  know  one  town 
where  the  board  of  trustees  are  required  to  pass 
upon  each  card  that  is  given  out,  and  not  only 
that,  but  to  fill  out  those  cards  and  send  them 
back  to  the  library ;  a  system  of  red  tape  annoy- 
ing to  the  trustees.  This  is  not  an  important 
instance,  but  simply  an  illustration  of  a  burden 
which  ought  not  to  be  thrown  upon  the  board 
of  trustees. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  librarians  who 
presume  upon  the  functions  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  who  gradually  appropriate  to 
themselves  the  functions  to  which  they  have  no 
legal  right,  and  for  which  they  cannot  be  held 
responsible.  The  result  of  that  is,  that  if  the 
librarian  takes  some  action  and  makes  a  mis- 
take, although  it  may  be  passively  allowed  by 
the  board  of  trustees,  the  responsibility  falls 


upon  the  board,  and  they  are  annoyed  and  per- 
haps incensed  that  the  librarian  should  have 
taken  such  a  liberty.  So  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  first  person  plural  **  we"  is  the  key-note  to 
the  position  of  the  librarian.  He  should  un- 
derstand clearly  what  matters  lie  outside  of  his 
position,  and  he  should  have  a  clear  under- 
standing of  those  things  which  lie  within  his 
duty.  He  should  always  be  willing  and  quick 
to  give  credit  for  those  duties  which  lie  outside 
of  himself. 

Another  thing  that  is  wise  for  a  librarian  to 
do  is  to  realize  that  unless  he  puts  forth  some 
initiative  he  ought  not  to  expect  every  one  to 
take  an  interest  in  his  library.  Therefore  it 
is  best  to  interest  one  trustee  after  another 
in  some  special  work  connected  with  the 
library.  Trustees  are  divided  into  committees, 
and  if  a  trustee  when  entrusted  with  certain 
matters  will  consult  the  men  on  that  commit- 
tee, will  go  to  the  library  and  look  into  the 
problem  himself,  he  will  not  only  be  better  able 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  his  committee, 
but  he  will  greatly  increase  his  usefulness  and 
his  interest  in  the  library's  work. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Bodfish:  I  have  been  a  trustee 
of  a  public  library  for  a  good  many  years  and 
have  served  on  a  good  many  boards,  and  it 
occurs  to  me  that  there  is  one  fact  in  regard  to 
the  relation  of  the  trustees  to  the  librarians 
which  has  not  been  alluded  to  this  afternoon. 

By  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  that  Act  of 
the  Legislature  incorporating  the  body  called 
the  Trustees  of  Public  Libraries  has  placed  all 
libraries  and  library  property  in  their  hands 
absolutely.  They  hold  the  keys  to  the  build- 
ings ;  it  is  all  subject  to  their  absolute  control ; 
they  hold  all  the  moneys  that  are  given  by 
bequests  or  taxation,  and  they  have  the  sole 
power  to  spend  those  moneys  as  they  think 
best  for  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  the 
library  and  the  community.  Therefore  they 
have  an  obligation  conferred  upon  them,  by 
the  statutes  of  the  state,  that  they  cannot 
throw  off,  and  therefore  they  are  really  the 
responsible  persons  connected  with  the  library, 
because  in  one  sense  they  are  holding  it  in 
trust  for  the  public  They  have  the  selection 
of  the  librarian,  they  fix  his  salary,  and  they  in 
many  places  state  what  his  duty  shall  be,  and 
they  pay  the  employees  of  the  library. 

Now,  my  experience  shows  me  that  they  are 
only  too  glad  to  have  this  ideal  librarian  that 


2o8  • 


MAGNOLIA    CONFERENCE, 


has  been  spoken  of  here,  but  where  can  they 
find  him?  You  have  to  search  north,  east, 
south,  and  west  for  a  man  to  whom  jrou  can 
entrust  a  great  library,  and  what  are  you  to  do 
for  the  smaller  libraries,  that  cannot  secure  the 
services  of  such  a  person  ? 

Norman  S.  Patton  :  Being  neither  a  libra- 
rian nor  a  trustee,  perhaps  my  remarks  will  be 
unbiased.  In  some  matters  purely  pertaining 
to  library  buildings,  I  have  noticed  it  as  quite 
characteristic  that  many  libraries  almost  en- 
tirely indicate  the  trustee;  the  librarian  seems 
to  be  quite  overlooked.  I  have  tried  to  account 
for  this  and  it  seems  to  me  that  a  man  who  has 
a  place  of  responsibility  feels  that  he  cannot 
delegate  this  responsibility  to  somebody  else. 
I  have  heard  men  say,  "  I  am  not  familiar  with 
this  subject,"  then  they  will  turn  around  and 
refuse  to  be  led  by  the  advice  of  some  one  who 
is  an  expert  on  the  subject.  In  discussing 
library  buildings  I  have  seen  many  cases  where 
the  librarians  were  not  consulted,  and  in  almost 
every  case  the  librarian  certainly  should  have 
been  brought  into  consultation.  The  question 
has  been  brought  up  over  and  over  again  in 
my  presence,  **  Had  we  better  call  in  the 
librarian  in  consultation?**  but  frequently  that 
is  not  even  thought  of;  and  if  you  will  seek  for 
one  reason  why  library  buildings  have  not  been 
more  practically  satisfactory  than  they  are,  I 
will  say  that  it  is  because  in  a  majority  of 
cases  the  library  trustees  have  ignored  the 
librarian  completely.  It  has  been  my  experi- 
ence in  planning  a  building  that  even  to  say 
that  the  librarian  would  like  to  have  such  a 
thing  done  was  often  enough  to  defeat  the 
purpose,  the  library  trustees  thinking  that  the 
feature  desired  was  intended  for  the  personal 
convenience  of  the  librarian,  and  to  save  him 
or  her  labor,  not  realizing  that  the  main  object 
was  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

Therefore  I  would  like  to  make  this  one 
suggestion,  that  the  librarian,  although  having 
no  vote,  and  not  having  the  primary  responsi- 
bility that  the  trustees  bear,  ought  to  be  brought 
into  consultation  on  all  practical  matters  with 
which  the  management  of  the  library  is  con- 
cerned much  more  frequently  than  is  now  the 
case. 

Dr.  Leipziger  :  I  don't  know  whether  Mr. 
Patton's  experience  is  characteristic  of  the 
West,  but  I  think  in  the  East  it  is  almost  uni- 
versally acknowledged  that  in  the  administra- 
tion of  libraries  and  the  construction  of  library 


buildings  the  librarian  should  certainly  be  con- 
sulted, and  I  cannot  imagine  an  intelligent 
board  of  trustees  undertaking  any  work  with- 
out consulting  the  person  who  has  charge  ot 
that  work. 

Mr.  Patton  said  he  spoke  neither  as  a  libra- 
rian nor  as  a  trustee ;  I  sp>eak  in  both  capacities. 
It  seems  to  me  that  while  the  development  ot 
the  library  system  in  this  country  is  due  to  the 
librarian's  intelligence  and  expert  knowledge, 
it  is  also  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  public- 
spiritedness  of  the   trustee,  the  generosity  ot 
the  trustee,  and  the  character  of  the  trustee. 
Trustees  are  in  most  cases  intelligent  men  and 
women,  and  the  simile  used  bv  Dr.  Canfield  in 
his  paper  of  the  relation  between  the  locomo- 
tive engineer  and  the  railroad  president  does 
not  apply  to  the  ordinary   librarian   and  his 
trustee.     Most  trustees  are  persons  of  a  wide 
culture ;  their  knowledge  of  books  and  love  for 
books  show  that  any  one  of  large  culture  who 
concentrates  his  mind  upon  the  library  can  be 
of  value  and  assistance  even  to  the  most  ac- 
complished expert.      It  goes  without   saying, 
that  the  librarian,  being  the  executive  head  ot 
the  library,  should  be  in  direct  control  of  the 
institution,  but  the  function  of  the  trustee  is  in 
representing  the  people.    Just   as  we  have  a 
board  of  education  and  board  of  officers  in  col- 
lege, and  just  as  we  have  a  President  of  the 
United  States,  just  in  the  same  way  does  the 
trustee  stand  in  relation  to  the  public  library; 
and  while  we  recognize  the  skill  of  the  expert 
we   must  never  fail  to   recognize    the    large- 
mindedness  of  the  general  trustee. 

The  Chairman  :  We  have  been  disappointed 
in  not  having  Mr.  J.  G.  Rosengarten  with  us. 
He  was  to  speak  on  **  American  libraries  from 
a  trustee's  point  of  view."  He  has,  howeter, 
kindly  sent  us  his  paper,  which  will  be  read  bj 
the  secretary. 

Mr.  Montgomery  read  the  paper  by  J.  G. 
Rosengarten  on 

AMERICAN  LIBRARIES    FROM    A    TRUSTEE*S 
POINT  OF  VIEW. 

A  short  experience  of  the  relation  of  i 
trustee  to  the  library  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected may  perhaps  justify  some  observations 
on  that  point.  Too  much  of  the  time  d 
boards  and  trustees  is  given  to  details  of  ad- 
ministration. Look  at  the  largest  libraries  ot 
the  world  —  London,  Paris,  Berlin.  Who  t^ 
hears  of  the  governing  body,  whether  it  be  i 
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board  or  a  government  bureau?  All  power  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian,  and  it  is 
of  him  and  his  work  and  administration  that 
we  hear.  The  trustees  of  the  library  of  the 
British  Museum  are  great  officers  of  state  and 
great  men  of  letters  and  science,  but  it  is  only 
in  posthumous  biographies  and  letters  that  the 
public  hear  anything  of  their  activity  in  the 
matter.  Ellis  and  Panizzi  and  Garnettare  the 
men  whose  work  in  connection  with  the  great 
English  library  is  familiar  to  us.  So  too  in 
Paris  and  Berlin,  where  the  librarian  is  always 
the  prominent  figure,  with  him  alone  the  public 
has  to  do,  and  he  alone  is  held  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  his  great  charge.  In  this 
country,  library  boards  are  among  the  public 
trusts  that  too  often  fall  to  the  lot  of  men  who 
with  the  best  intention  in  the  world  cannot 
forbear  the  opportunity  of  letting  the  world, 
their  little  local  world,  know  how  much  it  owes 
to  them.  Hence  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
experiments  in  library  management  that  gener- 
ally result  in  failure,  because  they  are  made  by 
men  who  are  not  in  close  touch  with  the  public 
using  the  library,  ignorant  of  its  real  needs 
both  as  to  details  of  management  and  the  right 
use  of  the  facilities  that  a  library  offers  for 
both  use  and  abuse.  The  ideal  board  of  trus- 
tees is  that  which  is  neither  seen  nor  heard. 
It  always  chooses  a  librarian  with  care,  having 
first  ascertained  not  only  his  technical  knowl- 
edge and  literary  attainments,  but  also  his 
administrative  power. 

Once  in  office,  the  public  and  the  library 
staff  and  the  bookseller  and  the  reader  all  must 
look  to  the  librarian  as  the  mouth-piece  and  the 
eye  and  the  ear  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He 
should  be  present  at  every  meeting  of  the 
board  and  of  all  of  its  committees,  and  if  not 
actually  the  secretary,  should  know  of  every 
subject  under  discussion  and  of  every  new  rule 
adopted,  and  that  by  word  of  mouth  from  the 
trustees  in  their  proceedings,  and  not  by  merely 
written  communication,  nor  by  or  through  any 
individual  trustee  or  officer  of  the  board. 

All  appointments  should  be  made  by  the 
librarian,  upon  some  system  of  civil  service 
examination  by  a  board  of  the  old  employees 
and  after  probation,  and  no  trustee  should  ask 
or  expect  any  appointments  or  other  spoils  of 
office  —  all  applications  for  appointment  should 
be  filed  with  a  registrar  or  other  officer 
specially  designated  for  the  duty,  who  should 
be  entirely   impersonal,   simply    assigning    a 


number  to  the  applicant,  filing  all  testimonials 
with  that  number,  and  submitting  them  to  the 
librarian  with  the  official  result  of  the  examina- 
tion —  in  this  way  all  question  of  influence 
would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  or  better  still 
to  nothing.  The  body  of  appointees  would 
then  have  every  inducement  so  to  work  as  to 
earn  promotion. 

With  the  increase  of  library  schools  there 
need  be  no  difficulty  in  making  the  test  of  ex- 
amination one  that  will  show  how  far  the  tech- 
nical work  has  been  properly  learned.  The 
question  of  personal  fitness,  a  very  large  factor 
with  all  who  have  to  deal  with  so  difficult  a 
public  as  those  who  use  the  library,  can  be 
tested  by  a  short  probation  of  actual  work  in 
each  department. 

Even  more  rigid  than  selection  of  employees 
should  be  the  selection  of  books.  No  com- 
mittee of  any  board,  no  matter  how  intelligent 
or  conscientious,  can  successfully  deal  with  the 
enormous  list  of  books  offered  for  choice  and 
purchase.  The  real  expert  is  the  librarian, 
and  he  must  know  just  where  to  find  special 
experts  to  assist  him  in  the  selection  of  tech- 
nical books  on  special  subjects.  If  left  to  a 
committee  of  the  board,  the  work  will  either 
not  be  done  at  all  or  will  be  influenced  by  per- 
sonal likes  and  dislikes.  The  library  should 
be  broad  enough  to  include  representative 
books  and  books  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  read- 
ing public.  Readers  should  be  invited  to  ask 
for  any  books  they  want,  and  with  a  fair  dis- 
crimination, this  method  may  be  made  a  good 
test  of  the  needs  of  the  average  reader.  Books 
recommended  or  asked  for  by  those  who  speak 
with  authority  as  writers  and  students  of  spe- 
cial subjects,  should  be  first  put  on  the  list  for 
purchase,  and  technical  bodies — engineers, 
electricians,  architects,  etc.  —  ought  to  be  in- 
vited to  send  in  lists  of  books  needed. 

Trustees  and  librarians  ought  to  strive  to 
set  on  foot  cooperation  of  all  the  libraries  in 
any  given  city  or  locality,  so  that  expensive 
books  above  a  certain  fixed  price,  say  $50  or 
$100,  should  be  bought  only  for  one  library, 
that  there  be  no  unnecessary  duplication.  Only 
recently  three  libraries  in  one  city  got  three 
copies  of  the  reproduction  of  an  East  Indian 
Vedic  manuscript,  for  which  there  can  hardly 
be  one  reader  in  the  whole  city.  Then  too 
trustees  and  librarians  should  cooperate  in  the 
preparation  and  publication  of  finding  lists  of 
periodicals,  so  that  readers  may  know  exactly 
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where  to  find  every  periodical,  and  thus  again 
save  the  time  of  the  readers  and  officers  of 
libraries  in  their  use. 

Trustees  ought  to  be  seen  and  not  heard  — 
they  should  be  frequent  visitors  in  every  branch, 
but  should  never  give  orders  or  instructions, 
or  criticise  methods  to  employees  —  all  these 
should  be  reserved  for  the  librarian,  through 
whom  changes  and  improvements  should  be 
made.  Meetings  of  boards  and  committees 
should  not  be  matters  of  publicity,  lest 
**  cranks "  attack  them  by  letters ;  let  all  the 
dealings  of  the  public  be  through  the  librarian 
and  his  office,  where  there  should  be  a  book  of 
complaints  in  which  every  complaint  and  griev- 
ance should  be  recorded,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  board  or  the  proper  committee  at  the  reg- 
ular stated  meetings. 

The  complaints  that  abound  in  every  library 
would  soon  diminish  if  every  person  who  has  a 
grievance  were  politely  instructed  that  it  must 
be  stated  in  writing  in  a  book  kept  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  board.  The  trustees  must 
then  enforce  rigidly  the  rule  that  they  will  not 
see  individuals  complaining  of  this,  that,  or 
the  other  grievance,  but  that  every  complaint 
or  criticism  must  be  duly  entered  in  the  proper 
record  book,  which  will  in  turn  bring  it  before 
the  proper  committee  of  the  board  and  through 
its  report  to  the  board  itself.  Every  library  ' 
must  expect  criticism,  and  the  only  way  to 
meet  it  is  to  give  it  a  fair  hearing  and  to 
weigh  its  value,  and  decide,  where  it  is  well 
founded,  on  the  best  method  for  such  reform 
as  shall  effect  the  best  result. 

The  personal  character  of  the  librarian  is 
always  in  evidence  and  it  must  therefore  be  be- 
yond any  suspicion.  He  must  have  the  gift  of 
dealing  with  his  staff  and  with  the  public  and 
especially  with  the  public  authorities,  with 
transparent  honesty.  The  trustees  as  individ- 
uals have  no  standing  —  it  is  only  as  a  board 
that  they  act  and  should  act.  On  occasions 
when  the  library  comes  before  the  public,  it 
should  be  through  the  librarian,  and  the  trus- 
tees should  be  only  a  chorus  at  the  opening 
and  closing  of  any  act  of  special  interest. 
Annual  reports  and  bulletins  and  other  publi- 
cations should  be  made  the  official  vehicles  for 
the  librarian,  with  the  sanction  and  approval  of 
the  trustees,  and  any  difference  of  views  should 
be  threshed  out  in  private  conferences,  and 
only  the  results  of  agreement  be  made  public. 

Under  the  system  generally  in  force,  by  which 


libraries  are  supported  entirely  or  largely  by 
public  appropriations,  it  is  the  librarian  who. 
as  executive  officer,  should  be  the  spokesman 
of  the  board  of  trustees  in  dealing  with  finance 
committees  and  the  mayor  and  city  treasurer 
and  controller  and  other  officers  of  the  city. 
Few  trustees  can  speak  with  the  same  accuracy 
as  to  the  needs  of  the  library,  the  proper  dis- 
tribution of  the  annual  appropriation  between 
the  expenses  of  maintenance  and  the  provision 
for  books,  —  a  percentage  that  needs  careful 
watching,  so  that  the  public  may  have  the  best 
service,  as  well  as  the  freest  and  largest  use  of 
all  the  books  that  can  reasonably  be  provided 
out  of  the  funds  in  hand. 

Trustees  may  well  use  their  strength  both  in- 
dividually and  collectively  to  obtain  public 
grants  and  private  contributions  for  proper  li- 
brary buildings.  No  librarian,  no  matter  how 
efficient  and  capable,  can  do  his  best  while  the 
library  is  housed  in  temporary  quarters,  often 
unsafe  and  unsanitary,  and  al^^ays  difficult  to 
administer  economically,  because  not  built  and 
not  suited  to  library  purposes.  On  the  other 
hand,  no  board  of  trustees  should  accept  a  gift, 
no  matter  how  splendid,  of  a  library  building 
that  was  not  planned  after  long  and  careful  con- 
sideration by  their  own  librarian,  and  consulta- 
tion with  other  librarians,  expert  in  the  needs 
of  a  thoroughly  well  planned  library  building. 
There  are  too  many  examples  of  the  two  ex- 
tremes —  on  the  one  hand  large  and  growing 
libraries  cabined  and  confined  in  unsatisfactory 
buildings,  and  on  the  other  hand  libraries  large 
and  small,  put  in  buildings  that  are  too  large 
for  their  contents,  and,  in  a  number  of  instances, 
made  museums  of  art,  attracting  mere  gazers, 
and  thus  interfering  with  the  daily  use  of  the 
library  by  those  for  whom  it  is  primarily  in- 
tended. To  sacrifice  the  purpose  of  the  library 
to  a  love  for  artistic  decoration  is  to  make  a 
very  serious  and  costly  blunder,  and  one  that 
trustees  ought  to  guard  against  in  spite  ol  lib- 
eral donors  of  expensive  buildings.  Perhaps 
the  most  striking  example  of  the  one-man 
power  of  a  librarian  at  its  best  is  that  of  the 
librarj'  of  the  University  of  Strasburg.  After 
the  destruction  of  the  time-honored  building, 
an  obscure  librarian  in  a  little  German  town 
appealed  to  all  Germans  to  atone  for  the  injur/ 
done  by  the  German  army.  Restored  to  Ger- 
man nationality,  Strasburg  was  made  the  ob- 
ject of  liberal  benefactions  by  the  German 
government,  and  while  the   work  of  material 
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restoration  was  being  rapidly  carried  on,  this 
appeal  for  books  for  the  Strasburg  Library  was 
widely  circulated  and  responded  to  generously. 
From  every  corner  of  the  world  where  there 
were  Germans,  gifts  and  contributions  of  books 
were  rapidly  sent  in.  Then  the  government 
invited  plans  for  a  new  library  building;  they 
were  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  man 
who  had  first  appealed  for  it,  and  to-day  in  a 
well  appointed  and  well  contrived  and  well  con- 
structed library  building,  he  is  the  librarian  in 
charge,  with  over  400,000  volumes,  so  that  both 
the  city  and  the  University  of  Strasburg  have 
a  library  and  a  librarian  to  be  proud  of.  Could 
any  board  of  trustees  have  done  such  a  thing? 
With  all  the  magnificent  splendor  of  the 
National  Library  of  Congress  in  Washington, 
the  real  impulse  to  its  growing  and  useful 
activity  is  due  to  its  librarian,  and  not  to  the 
joint  committee  of  Congress  on  the  library,  — 
their  real  usefulness  is  in  securing  appropria- 
tions and  legislation  to  enable  the  librarian  to 
carry  out  effectively  his  plans  for  increasing 
its  usefulness  in  many  ways.  Notable  among 
them  is  the  deposit  of  the  Congressional 
Library  card  catalog  in  at  least  one  library 
of  every  city  and  of  every  university,  where 
men  engaged  in  study  and  original  research 
may  find  what  books  are  at  their  command  by 
loan. 

The  trustees  can  do  little  more  than  make 
the  necessary  provision  for  storing  these  cata- 
log cards  in  a  convenient  and  accessible 
place,  but  the  librarian  can  direct  inquirers  and 
readers  to  them  and  can  help  them  to  obtain 
the  books  from  the  Congressional  Library  or 
from  that  at  Albany  or  any  other  great  library, 
where  the  librarians  have  effected  a  method  of 
useful  exchange  of  books,  and  of  procuring 
those  not  on  their  own  shelves  from  any  other 
that  has  them. 

The  meetings  of  librarians,  national,  state, 
and  local  associations,  full  of  instruction  to 
the  professional  librarians  and  all  engaged  in 
the  work,  are  for  the  most  part  a  sealed  book 
to  trustees,  whose  occupation  is  largely  in  other 
directions.  The  splendid  plan  of  a  union  of  all 
the  libraries  of  the  city  of  New  York  bears  the 
strong  impress  of  the  hand  of  a  very  able  libra- 
rian—  not  all  his  trustees  could  carry  it  out, 
although  they  can  give  powerful  help  in 
making  the  plan  successful.  The  example  thus 
set  cannot  fail  to  inspire  other  cities,  with  scat- 
tered and  separate  libraries,  with  the  wisdom 


of  a  similar  union  of  forces,  thus  reducing  the 
expenses,  increasing  the  efficiency,  and  giving 
to  the  library  as  a  whole  the  advantages  of  the 
greatest  good  to  the  largest  number  by  the 
simplest  method. 

There  is  no  more  melancholy  spectacle  than 
that  of  a  multiplicity  of  libraries  in  one  city, 
some  burthened  with  debt,  some  with  trusts 
that  have  long  since  outlived  their  usefulness, 
if  they  ever  had  any,  each  under  a  board  of 
trustees  in  which  there  is  reflected  all  the  nar- 
rowness of  local  interest  and  of  pride  of  place 
and  of  misunderstood  opinion  of  the  rights  of 
proprietors  or  stockholders  and  the  public. 
Make  one  united  body,  under  the  headship  of 
one  good  librarian,  and  the  public,  as  well  as 
the  individuals  who  use  the  library,  will  at 
once  feel  the  benefit  of  a  broad  and  generous 
management  that  will  help  materially  to  in- 
crease the  libraries  and  their  usefulness. 

The  man  who  wants  to  do  a  generous  act  is 
the  one  who  helps  an  old  library,  gives  it  new 
strength  and  power,  not  he  who  puts  up  a  new 
building,  no  matter  how  handsome,  and  then 
leaves  it  to  the  community  where  it  is  situated 
to  sustain  it,  —  often  with  an  old  and  long- 
established  library  already  in  existence  left 
high  and  dry  in  the  change  of  time.  Unite  the 
new  and  the  old,  and  each  strengthens  the 
other,  and  trustees  may  well  look  askance  at 
the  most  munificent  donor  who  forgets  the 
claims  of  an  existing  library  in  order  to  estab- 
lish a  new  one  which  shall  perpetuate  his 
name,  and  in  doing  so  cripple  the  usefulness 
of  some  earlier  library  that  has  had  years  of 
experience  as  to  what  the  people  want  in  a 
library. 

Few  cities  have  as  much  reason  to  be  grate- 
ful to  their  library  trustees  as  Chicago,  where 
the  Public  Library,  the  Newberry  Library,  and 
the  Crerar  Library  have  agreed  to  take  each 
its  own  location  and  its  own  particular  line  of 
library  work,  the  first  of  general  reading,  the 
second  of  special  collections  in  the  fine  arts 
and  bibliography,  and  the  third  of  the  exact 
sciences,  —  thus  making  it  possible  to  achieve 
results  nowhere  else  attained  in  the  same  time. 
There  indeed  trustees  have  shown  the  highest 
fitness  for  their  task,  and  such  an  example  may 
take  its  place  alongside  of  the  consolidation  of 
all  the  libraries  of  New  York  in  one  system,  as 
lessons  by  which  all  trustees  should  be  guided 
and  instructed  in  the  right  way  to  discharge 
their  duties. 
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The  Chairman  :  I  am  glad  now  to  announce 
that  Mr.  Herbert  Putnam  will  speak  to  us  on 

THE   WORK   OP   THE    LIBRARY    OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Pi'TNAM :  I  have  been  a  little  puzzled 
to  know  why  this  topic  should  appear  upon 
jour  program.  It  had  been  understood,  I  sup- 
posed, that  trustees  appear  at  our  meetings, 
particularly  for  their  own  instruction ;  and 
when  you  referred  to  a  customary  "gentle 
acquiescence**  at  the  meetings  of  the  Trustees* 
Section  I  supposed  you  were  going  to  explain 
it  as  the  gentle  acquiescence  of  the  librarian  in 
the  existence  of  the  trustee.  We  would  not,  to 
be  sure,  regard  trustees  with  intolerance.  It  is 
quite  clear,  or  usually  becomes  so  from  our  dis- 
cussions, that  their  functions  are  in  general 
superfluous,  and  commonly  intrusive.  But  we 
realize  that  thej'  themselves  frequently  recog- 
nize this  and  exercise  these  functions  in  a 
properly  deprecatory  spirit.  We  would  not 
therefore  treat  them  with  undue  severity.  We 
invite  them  to  our  meetings  with  cordiality. 
And  yet  in  doing  so  we  have  been  considerably 
perplexed  between  our  desire  to  have  them 
know  a  certain  amount  as  to  library  work,  and 
our  fear  lest  they  should  know  too  much.  They 
must  know  enough  to  appreciate  the  excellence 
of  our  recommendations,  but  not  enough  to 
desire  to  operate  the  libraries  themselves. 

Now  on  the  assumption  that  the  purpose  ot 
this  meeting  is  the  instruction  of  trustees,  my 
topic  seems  to  me  inexplicable,  because  it  calls 
for  a  statement  of  the  work  of  a  particular  li- 
brary, —  a  library  which  is,  to  be  sure,  or  is  to 
be,  a  library,  but  only  one  library;  which  has 
certain  processes  in  common  with  all  other 
libraries,  but  certain  differences  also  which  are 
perhaps  even  more  marked  between  it  and  the 
libraries  in  which  most  of  the  trustees  here 
present  are  interested. 

We  have  at  Washington  a  large  collection, 
roundly  a  million  and  a  half  items,  —  say  a  mil- 
lion books  and  one  half  a  million  other  articles, 
maps,  manuscripts,  music,  and  prints.  Since 
1897  we  have  been  attempting  to  reduce  this 
collection  to  order.  We  have  had  the  problem 
of  classification,  and  we  have  had  and  still 
have  the  problem  of  catalog.  We  have  in  the 
meantime  and  concurrently  the  problem  of  use. 
We  are  issuing  publications.  We  are  thus  to 
some  extent  engaged  in  many  of  the  activities, 
with  the  exception  of  the  work  with  children, 


that  are  characteristics  of  the  ordinary  munici- 
pal free  library. 

W^e  have  had  occasion  within  the  past  three 
years  to  secure  a  large  increase  of  funds  for  a 
work  the  need  of  which  had  to  be  explained. 
We  have  had  to  secure  a  large  staff  in  order  to 
cope  with  work  for  which  there  had  been  no 
adequate  provision.  Now  that  work  has,  as  I 
have  stated,  many  characteristics  in  common 
with  the  work  of  administration  of  an  ordinary 
library;  but  it  involves  certain  differences 
which  result  chiefly  from  a  difference  in  func- 
tion, distinguishing  the  Library  of  Congress 
as  the  National  Library  of  the  United  States. 
We  are  handling  an  unusually  large  mass  ot 
material,  but  the  difference  is  not  in  this.  We 
are  handling  unusually  rapid  accumulations 
(the  accessions  of  a  single  year — last  year, 
76,000  printed  books  and  pamphlets  and  nearly 
40,000  other  articles  —  reached  to  the  size  ot 
an  ordinary  library),  but  the  difference  is  not 
in  this.  We  have  a  small  immediate  constitu- 
ency, but  the  difference  is  not  merely  in  that 

We  have,  with  other  libraries,  the  problem 
of  acquisition.  Now,  the  difference  in  that  is  a 
material  difference.  Those  of  vou  who  are 
trustees,  who  are  determining  the  policy  of  a 
library,  are  called  upon  to  discriminate  —  to 
discriminate  in  the  choice  of  new  material. 
To  a  very  large  degree  the  accessions  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  —  for  instance,  all  that 
come  from  copyright  and  much  of  the  rest  —  arc 
accessions  without  discrimination,  that  is,  are 
not  the  result  of  deliberate  selection.  You  are 
called  upon  to  select  only  the  books  that  are 
worthy  as  literature;  the  Library  of  Congress 
receives  an  enormous  number  of  books  that 
are  inferior  as  literature  and  unworthv  from  a 
moral  standpoint.  You  are  called  upion  by 
recent  suggestion  to  discriminate  not  merely 
in  selection,  but  in  the  arrangements  for  its 
accommodation,  between  the  book  that  is  active 
and  the  book  that  has  ceased  to  be  active.  The 
test  that  you  are  asked  to  apply  is,  What  is  the 
present  demand?  The  Library  of  Congress 
as  the  National  Library  is  supposed  to  have 
a  duty  not  merely  to  accumulate  those  books 
which  are  in  present  demand,  but  to  accumu- 
late for  posterity.  In  your  catalogs  you  con- 
sider the  minimum  expenditure  that  will  suffice 
to  cover  the  needs  of  your  readers,  taking  into 
account  the  other  aids,  including  human  ser^ 
vice,  at  their  disposal ;  but  the  Library  of  Con- 
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gress,  undertaking  now  to  catalog  not  merely 
for  the  use  of  its  own  readers,  but  for  the  entire 
country,  may  be  compelled  to  an  elaboration 
in  such  processes  not  requisite  for  its  immedi- 
ate constituency. 

But  the  most  material  distinction,  and  one 
which  seems  to  preclude  a  description  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  from  presenting  any  anal- 
ogy for  trustees,  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  Library 
of  Congress  has  no  board  of  trustees.     The 
Library  of  Congress  is   administered   by  the 
Librarian  of  Congress.     The  Librarian  of  Con- 
gress  is  appointed   by  the    President  of   the 
United   States.     He  goes  directly  not  to  the 
Joint  Committee  of  Congress   on  the  Library 
but  to  the  Committees  on  Appropriations  for 
appropriations   for  the  maintenance  of  the  li- 
brary.   The  appropriations  made  are  placed  at 
his  disposal  for  expenditure.     He  is  authorized 
to  appoint   his    subordinates    and   to   dismiss 
them.      He   is  further  authorized    *^  to    make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
library."    There  is  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  on  the  Library  6f  Congress,  but  that 
committee  does  no  one  of  these  things  that  I 
have  named,  and  therefore  cannot  be  said  to 
stand  to  the  library  in  the  relation  of  a  board 
of  trustees.     It  does  not  intervene  between  the 
librarian  and   the  Committees   on  Appropria- 
tions,   nor   in    any    such   way    represent    the 
library  before  Congress.     Certain  of  its  mem- 
bers may  by  chance  be  members  of  the  Ap- 
propriations Committees,  in  which  case  they 
will  presumably  have  an  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  estimates  of  the  librarian ;  but  this  is  a 
different  matter. 

I  do  not  see,  therefore,  that  I  can  cite  to  you 
from  Washington  anything  which  may  have 
any  potent  analogy  to  the  trustee  of  a  library. 

The  trustees,  however,  who  come  to  these 
meetings  come,  I  suppose,  for  the  purpose  not 
of  learning  technique  in  detail,  but  of  ob- 
serving tendencies  which  may  affect  policies  to 
be  pursued  by  their  own  libraries,  and  there 
are  occasionally  matters  discussed  at  the  meet- 
ings which,  in  relation  to  such  a  purpose,  may 
explain  the  presence  of  the  Librarian  of  Con- 
gress upon  your  particular  program.  At 
the  present  conference,  for  instance,  among 
the  various  suggestions  which  have  become 
prominent,  one  concerned  the  limits  of  ac- 
cumulation of  a  library  and  the  method  of  ac- 
commodating its  books.  There  is  the  sug- 
gestion to  which  I  have  referred  above  —  that 


a  separation  should  be  made  between  the  live 
books  and  the  dead  books  and  that  the  dead 
books  should  be  segregated  from  the  others, 
with,  of  course,  the  implication  that  if,  in  ad- 
dition, the  librarian  can  determine  what  book 
is  likely  to  be  less  used,  he  should  refrain  from 
putting  that  in  the  library,  if  in  any  manner  it 
can  be  reasonably  accessible  elsewhere.  This 
suggestion  is  that  each  library  in  its  accumu- 
lations should  limit  itself  to  the  books  likely  to 
be  constantly  in  demand  by  its  immediate  con- 
stituency, and  that  as  to  others  it  should 
content  itself  with  acting  as  an  intermediary 
between  its  immediate  readers  and  other  insti* 
tutions  pQssessing  the  less  used  books,  one 
copy  of  which  in  a  large  area  might  suffice. 
Now,  the  appendant  to  that  suggestion  was  that 
we  should  have  a  few  libraries  in  this  country 
which  might  serve  as  reservoirs  for  these 
unused  books.  The  Library  of  Congress  was 
mentioned  as  one.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
that  library  is  accumulating  without  regard 
to  active  use,  and  within  the  field  of  Americana 
at  least  it  will  seek  completeness.  It  will  re- 
gard as  appropriate,  at  least,  every  book  not 
wholly  unworthy  which  represents  the  product 
of  the  press  of  the  United  States,  and,  perhaps 
in  a  less  peremptory  degree,  of  the  Western 
Hemisphere. 

The  other  suggestion  to  which  I  may  refer  is 
that  of  the  librarian  of  Cincinnati  as  to  the 
superior  advantage  of  bibliog^phies  over  cat- 
alogs. Now  the  argument  for  bibliography 
over  catalog  is  simply  the  argument  for  the 
centralization  of  catalog  work  —  the  produc- 
tion at  one  point  of  lists  that  shall  suffice  for  a 
great  many  institutions,  the  substitution  of  cen- 
tral and  organized  bibliographic  work  for  the 
multiplication  of  effort  by  each  institution  for  it- 
self. Such  questions  cannot  be  discussed  without 
a  natural  reference  to  the  recent  undertakings  of 
the  Library  of  Congress,  which  places  its  bibli- 
ographic work  at  the  disposal  of  other  libraries. 
We  have  undertaken  to  make  that  work  gener- 
ally available.  We  consider  it  particularly  our 
duty  to  do  so  where  by  mechanical  means  its 
results  may  be  multiplied  and  within  legal 
authority  distributed.  One  of  these  undertak- 
ings of  the  library,  which  is  of  most  general 
concern,  is  the  distribution  of  the  catalog 
cards  printed  by  the  Library  of  Congress. 
During  the  past  seven  months  this  distribution 
has  been  going  on.  The  results  of  it  are  to  be 
reported  at  this  meeting,  and  this  report  with 
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the  incidental  discussion  has  been  made  part 
of  the  regular  program  at  a  more  general  ses- 
sion. 

Now  I  suggest  that  this  undertaking  is  one 
which  does  concern  a  trustee,  because  its  results 
are  likelj  to  affect  that  part  of  the  administra- 
tion of  a  library  which  a  trustee  must  consider, 
—  that  is  the  general  policy,  the  general  direc- 
tion which  expenditure  shall  take.  There  is, 
I  think,  a  common  neglect  on  the  part  of 
trustees,  as  well  as  of  librarians,  to  consider 
the  relative  efficiency  of  one  or  another  form 
of  expenditure;  for  instance,  as  between  that 
for  books,  that  for  catalogs  and  other  appar- 
atus, and  that  for  service.  In  a  small  way  we 
have  noticed  this  in  connection  with  this  dis- 
tribution of  catalog  cards.  We  are  now  issu- 
ing cards  at  the  rate  of  about  fifty  thousand 
titles  a  year.  At  the  present  rate  of  subscrip- 
tion it  would  cost  a  library  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year  to  secure  a  full  set  of  these 
cards.  By  way  of  experiment  we  have  been 
issuing  also  what  we  call  **  proof  strips.'*  Be- 
fore the  titles  are  run  off  on  card  stock  they 
are  printed  off  on  proof  paper.  Now  the  proof 
is  issued  in  strips,  and  thus  far  has  been  issued 
to  practically  any  applicant.  It  has  been  issued 
without  charge.  Now  we  have  found  that 
certain  libraries  receiving  the  proofs  are  under- 
taking to  cut  them  up  and  paste  them  on  ordi- 
nary blank  cards.  They  do  this  to  secure  the 
information  which  would  be  given  by  the 
printed  card,  but  on  the  assumption  that  they 
cannot  afford  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a 
year  for  the  printed  cards.  It  is  very  easy  to 
estimate,  however,  that  the  current  cost  of 
cutting  up  the  strips  and  pasting  them  on 
ordinary  cards  would  alone  exceed  the  cost  of  a 
set  of  the  printed  cards.  The  cutting  and  past- 
ing would  take  very  nearly  the  whole  time  of  a 
single  person.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  but 
an  instance  of  an  inconsiderateness  quite  com- 
mon, which  is  abashed  at  the  proposal  to  spend 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  a  piece  of 
apparatus,  but  without  thought  spends  more 
than  that  amount  in  the  extra  service  requisite 
which  the  apparatus  would  save. 

Now,  if  you  will  excuse  me,  Mr.  President,  I 
will  not  attempt  to  speak  further  of  the  work  at 
the  Library  of  Congress.  It  seems  to  me  that 
you  have  on  your  program  other  topics  more 
important,  and  that  in  general,  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Trustees*  Section,  trustees  rather  than 
librarians  should  be  heard.     The  present  con- 


ditions in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the 
present  undertakings  are  set  forth  in  the  re- 
port which  we  issued  last  fall,  and  which  is  at 
the  disposal  of  any  one  who  desires  it.  I  con- 
tent myself,  therefore,  with  referring  to  the 
card  distribution  as  particularly  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  trustees  in  its  bearing  upon  the  ad- 
ministration of  their  own  libraries.  The  dis- 
tribution has  been  a  success  and  it  will  proceed. 
The  past  seven  months  have  developed  defects 
that  have  been  studied  and  in  part  will  at  least 
be  remedied. 

I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  any  length  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  and  shall  refrain  from 
doing  so.  But  there  is  an  **  institution  **  in  the 
library  to  which  with  this  opportunity  I  can- 
not refrain  from  referring.  I  say  an  institution 
In  the  Library  of  Congress,  because  prior  to 
1897  he  was  practically  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

Our  associated  characteristics  to-day  —  in- 
deed, you  might  say  the  characteristics'  of  the 
librarian  of  to-day  —  are  prominently  energy, 
the  practical,  the  business  push  and  sagacity, 
—  I  should  say  acuteness,  —  the  search  for  sys- 
tem, order,  and  the  mechanical  means  of  doing 
things.  There  has  undoubtedly  been  a  falling 
ofi* —  at  least  a  disappearance  into  the  back- 
ground—  of  the  librarian  of  the  earlier  days. 
He  is  referred  to,  if  not  with  ridicule,  at  least 
scarcely  with  indulgence.  Of  his  efficiency  you 
will  find  little  recognition  in  our  discussions  at 
these  meetings.  And  yet  are  we  so  safe  in 
putting  into  the  background  the  characteristics 
that  give  him  distinction  ?  Are  we  not  over- 
looking traits  that  we  cannot  afiford  to  spare  — 
and  for  which  we  offer  no  adequate  substitute? 
Our  meetings  are  replete  with  enthusiasm;  but 
the  librarian  of  the  earlier  day  was  not  lacking 
in  enthusiasm.  We  talk  mucli  of  the  profes- 
sional spirit ;  he  certainly  was  not  lacking  in 
the  professional  spirit.  It  is  not  business  that 
produces  the  professional  spirit.  He  did  lack 
system,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  fairer  to  saj 
that  he  preferred  system  inside  his  head  rather 
than  outside.  He  did  not  crave  disorder;  but 
he  had  no  relish  for  order.  He  was  impatient 
of  order  —  of  an  order  which  could  be  secured 
only  through  apparatus;  and  yet,  on  the 
whole,  he  achieved  a  result ;  and  he  did  it  not 
by  constructing  apparatus,  but  by  associating 
himself  with  the  material  —  the  books  them- 
selves. Now,  I  hope  it  is  not  going  to  be  the 
case  that  as  time  goes  on   the  librarian  of  the 


TRUSTEES'   SECTION. 


215 


older  t^rpe  will  become  to  us  simply  '^quaint." 
I  have  observed  the  career  of  one  of  them.  I 
am  now  observing  it,  and  in  retrospect  I  have 
studied  it;  the  career  of  a  man  who  has  been 
for  over  forty  years  in  the  service  of  the  Library 
of  Congress,  and  has  pursued  that  service  with 
an  unalterable  devotion,  and  who  now  at 
seventy-five  j'ears  of  age  begins  his  work  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  rarely  finishes 
it  until  eleven  o'clock  at  night;  a  man  who 
(not  to  attempt  detail)  is  a  miracle  of  the  qual- 
ities of  the  librarian  of  the  older  type  —  the 
qualities  which,  believe  me,  are  not  merely 
lovable,  but  make  for  efficiency. 

Now,  order  and  system  and  the  apparatus 
must  come.  They  are  necessary  to  the  opera- 
tion of  a  library  attempting  to  serve  modern 
needs  in  a  modern  way.  But  in  securing  them, 
do  not  surrender  wholly  what  you  can  afford  to 
retain  of  those  qualities  which  distinguished 
the  librarian  of  the  olden  time.  You  may  have 
in  your  libraries  some  one  who  represents 
them.  If  so,  I  strongly  recommend  that  you 
thank  God  for  him  —  as  we  do  for  Ainsworth 
Spofford  I 

The  Chairman:  We  will  now  have  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  the 
president  of  this  Association,  speak  to  us  on 

THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  NEW   YORK  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY. 

Dr.  Billings  :  The  subject  assigned  to  me  is 
the  organization  of  the  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary, which  is  so  peculiar,  although  it  does 
have  trustees,  and  its  lines  of  work  are  in  some 
respects  so  different  from  those  of  most  libra- 
ries, that  probably  my  statement  will  not  be 
particularly  instructive  or  interesting.  Still, 
there  are  some  matters  connected  with  the  con- 
solidation, and  the  way  in  which  matters  are 
being  managed  in  the  temporary  conditions  in 
which  we  find  ourselves,  that  may  possibly  be 
of  some  interest  to  the  trustees  of  other  public 
libraries. 

Most  of  you  are  no  doubt  familiar  with  the 
history  of  the  consolidation.  The  As  tor  Li- 
brary was  founded  in  1848,  the  Lenox  Library 
in  1870,  and  the  bequest  left  by  Mr.  Tilden  to 
found  another  public  library  became  available 
in  1893.  These  interests  were  consolidated 
under  a  Special  Act  of  the  Legislature,  in  1895. 
The  new  organization,  entitled  **  The  New  York 
Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox,  and  Tilden  foun- 
dations," had  two  large   reference    libraries, 


neither  of  which  had  been  formed  with  any 
regard  to  circulation  or  home  use.  The  Lenox 
Library  was  mainly  a  museum  of  very  rare 
books,  Bibles,  unusual  editions,  etc.,  while  the 
Astor  Library  had  been  built  up  with  long 
series  of  periodicals  and  books  specially  se- 
lected for  reference  work  purchased  from  a 
special  fund,  left  by  Mr.  Astor  with  the  pro- 
vision that  books  purchased  from  that  fund 
should  never  be  taken  from  the  building,  his 
object  being  that  the  books  should  always  be 
found  in  that  library,  by  scholars  coming  from 
any  part  of  the  country. 

The  Tilden  Library  had  about  20,000  vol- 
umes, mainly  political  history.  The  essence 
of  the  Tilden  contribution  was  about  $2,000,000 
as  a  fund  for  conducting  this  establishment. 

The  consolidation  was  consummated  by  the 
selection  of  seven  trustees  from  the  Astor, 
seven  from  the  Tilden,  and  seven  from  the 
Lenox  Library,  making  a  board  of  twenty-one 
trustees,  who  elected  officers,  made  by-laws, 
and  selected  a  director. 

They  had  two  separate  buildings,  three  miles 
apart;  the  Lenox  being  on  70th  Street  and  the 
Astor  on  8th  Street,  and  the  trustees  saw  there 
were  two  different  courses  they  could  take. 
They  were  a  private  corporation;  they  had 
funds  enough  to  put  an  addition  to  one  build- 
ing to  contain  all  the  books  and  thus  to  make  a 
great  reference  library;  nothing  else.  And 
thatVas  the  easiest  thing  to  do.  They  had  the 
land  connected  with  the  Lenox  building ;  they 
had  sufficient  funds  to  conduct  the  library  and 
put  up  a  building.  They  felt,  however,  that 
would  not  be  the  best  thing  to  do,  nor  would  it 
meet  the  public  expectations  or  demand  as  to 
what  was  desired  from  this  newly  formed  cor- 
poration. They  therefore  proposed  to  the  city 
of  New  York  that  if  the  city  would  furnish  a 
building  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  general 
reference  library  they  would  put  into  it  all 
their  books  and  collections  and  maintain  such 
library  for  the  free  use  of  the  public  without 
cost  to  the  city.  That  is  to  say,  the  New  York 
Public  Library  contributed  about  $2,500,000 
worth  of  books,  pictures,  and  other  material, 
and  the  income  of  about  $4,000,000.  On  its 
side  the  city  of  New  York  agreed  to  put  up  a 
building,  to  cost  about  $5,000,000.  It  was 
stated  to  the  city  that  with  this  central  build- 
ing should  be  connected  a  system  of  branch 
libraries  for  furnishing  books  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  for  home  use,  but  that  the  funds  of  the 
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library  would  not  be  sufficient  to  do  that  and 
at  the  same  time  to  carry  out  the  conditions  of 
the  trust  under  which  it  was  formed.  But  it 
was  stated  that,  if  the  city  would  furnish  the 
necessary  funds,  this  large  central  building 
would  be  so  planned  as  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  such  a  system,  and  that  the  New 
York  Public  Library  would  agree  to  take 
charge  of  that  side  of  library  work  also. 

All  this  having  been  agreed  to,  plans  for  the 
new  building  were  prepared,  and  the  work 
of  classifying  and  cataloging  the  books  was 
commenced.  There  were  a  very  large  number 
of  books  in  each  library  which  had  never  been 
properly  cataloged.  There  was  no  subject 
catalog.  There  were  finding  lists  and  rough 
check  lists,  by  which  you  could  usually  find 
out  if  any  given  book  was  in  the  library;  not 
always. 

In  1901  the  New  York  Free  Circulating 
Library  —  which  had  twelve  branch  buildings, 
besides  a  travelling  library  department  —  de- 
cided  to  consolidate  with  the  New  York  Public 
Library,  furnishing  a  nucleus  for  a  Circulating 
Department,  and,  subsequently,  two  other  li- 
braries have  come  in  —  the  Saint  Agnes  and 
the  Washington  Heights. 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Carnegie  offered  to 
give  money  to  the  city  of  New  York  to  build 
65  branch  libraries  at  a  cost  of  about  $80,000 
each,  and  that  offer  was  accepted  by  the  city. 
His  offer  was  intended  for  the  entire  Greater 
New  York,  and  he  had  a  general  idea  that  it 
would  be  well  to  have  it  all  under  one  system, 
but  he  was  not  very  particular  about  that,  and 
when  Brooklyn  and  the  Borough  of  Queens 
preferred  to  have  what  they  called  their  share 
of  the  fund  turned  over  to  them  for  their  own 
independent  use,  he  approved  of  that  arrange- 
ment. 

A  contract  was  made  between  the  city,  the 
New  York  Public  Library,  and  Mr.  Carnegie 
for  the  Boroughs  of  Manhattan,  the  Bronx,  and 
Richmond,  to  the  effect  that  the  city  should 
provide  sites,  that  the  New  York  Public 
Library  should  put  branch  buildings  thereon, 
and  that  the  money  for  doing  so  should  be 
furnished  by  Mr.  Carnegie  to  the  amount  of  42 
such  buildings  at  an  average  cost  of  $80,000 
apiece. 

The  New  York  Public  Library  is  managed 
by  a  board  of  twenty-five  trustees.  Three  of 
those  are  officials  of  the  city,  the  Mayor,  comp- 
troller, and  president  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


They  elect  their  own  successors,  and  if  a 
trustee  is  absent  from  three  successive  meet- 
ings, without  an  excuse  that  is  accepted  by  the 
board,  his  seat  is  vacated.  The  business  is 
managed  mainly  by  committees,  the  four  most 
important  being  the  Finance  Committee,  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  Library  Committee, 
and  the  Committee  on  Circulation.  The  duties 
of  the  Finance,  Executive,  and  Library  Com- 
mittees are  about  the  usual  duties.  The  Cir^ 
culation  Committee  looks  especially  afler  the 
interests  of  the  circulating  side  of  the  library, 
and  will  also  have  charge  of  the  Central  De- 
partment of  Circulation  in  the  new  building. 
Only  one  member  of  the  Circulation  Com- 
mittee need  necessarily  be  a  trustee  of  the 
library.  The  other  members  of  that  committee 
have  been  selected  as  representatives  of  the 
circulating  libraries  which  have  consolidated 
with  us.  The  director  of  the  library  meets 
with  all  the  committees.  He  makes  a  report 
to  each,  and  is  also  present  at  all  the  meetings 
of  the  board,  and  may  or  may  not  make  a 
report  to  the  board.  He  is  there  to  answer 
questions.  There  is  also  a  special  superinten- 
dent of  the  Circulating  Department.  This  is 
a  gentleman  whom  you  all  know  well,  Mr. 
Bostwick,  who  was  the  director  of  the  New 
York  Free  Circulating  Library. 

The  committees  meet  once  a  month,  as  a 
rule.  The  Executive  Committee  has  been 
meeting  more  frequently,  and  is  the  committee 
which  prepares  the  greater  part  of  the  business 
for  the  board  meeting.  The  Library  Com- 
mittee has  the  general  direction  of  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  cata- 
loging, and  decides  on  the  general  plan  of  the 
work  to  be  done  each  year,  leaving  the  details 
as  to  methods  to  the  director. 

The  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  been 
very  harmonious,  and  the  meetings  have  been 
well  attended. 

The  work  which  the  New  York  Public  Li- 
brary is  now  doing  is  in  a  way  temporary  in 
character ;  peculiar  because  of  the  necessity  of 
keeping  up  the  supply  of  books  for  the  public 
and  at  the  same  time  preparing  its  materials 
for  the  new  building. 

The  work  of  the  library  is  also  peculiar 
beeause  of  the  rarity  and  importance  of  the  col- 
lections made  by  Mr.  Lenox ;  of  the  great  value 
for  reference  purposes  of  the  books  in  the  Astor 
Library,  and  because  it  contains  many  books 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  library 
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in  this  country.  And  having  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving those  and  also  a  large  amount  of  manu- 
script material,  relating  to  American  history, 
the  relations  of  the  New  York  Public  Library  to 
the  public  are  somewhat  different  from  those 
of  the  average  free  public  library.  The  work 
is  divided  among  several  departments,  each 
having  a  chief  who  reports  to  and  receives  in- 
structions from  the  director.  There  is  a  busi- 
ness superintendent,  who  pays  all  bills  and  has 
general  charge  of  the  buildings.  All  bills  mu%t 
be  approved  by  the  director.  The  Order  and 
Receiving  Department,  the  Catalog  Depart- 
ment, the  Shelf  and  Classification  Department, 
the  Readers  Department,  the  Periodical  De- 
partment, the  Public  Documents  Department, 
the  Jewish  Department,  the  Sclavonic  Depart- 
ment, the  Oriental  Department,  and  the  Print 
Department,  are  those  of  most  importance  in 
the  reference  library. 

The  Circulation  Department  has  its  own 
order  and  catalog  departments,  and  keeps 
separate  accounts,  but  all  its  bills  are  paid  by 
the  business  superintendent  on  the  certificate 
of  the  superintendent  of  circulation  and  the 
approval  of  the  director. 

There  are  over  200  members  of  the  staff. 
They  have  monthly  meetings  for  the  reading 
of  papers  and  for  discussion  —  according  to 
programs  prepared  by  special  committees  of 
their  own  selection.  These  meetings  are  held 
alternately  at  the  Astor  and  Lenox  buildings, 
and  there  is  usually  a  special  exhibit  prepared 
for  e^ch  meeting. 

The  trustees  include  lawyers,  bankers,  promi- 
nent business  men,  and  so  on,  and  the  reports 
of  the  several  committees  receive  careful  con- 
sideration. I  do  not  think  that  the  compara- 
tively large  size  of  the  board  has  been  in  any 
way  detrimental  to  its  efficiency.  It  has  had 
some  important  and  difficult  questions  to  con- 
sider and  decide  upon,  and  has,  perhaps,  been 
a  little  slower  to  act  upon  some  of  them  than  a 
smaller  board  might  have  been,  being  rather 
conservative  in  character,  but  upon  the  whole 
I  think  that  its  work  has  met  with  general 
approval.  I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  any 
questions. 

Mr.  Brstt  :  May  I  ask  a  question  of  interest 
to  librarians  ?  That  is,  the  one  great  difficulty 
in  getting  together  a  staff  of  a  library  very 
much  smaller  than  the  New  York  Library,  is 
to  so  arrange  the  time  that  the  members  of  the 
staff  may  be  spared  from  their  duties.    We  do 


have  staff  meetings  which  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  staff  itself.  They  are  usually  held  in  the 
evening,  but  the  libraries  are  remote  from  one 
another  and  scattered. 

Dr.  Billings:  I  will  answer  Mr.  Brett's  ques- 
tion by  saying  that  the  present  condition  of  the 
reference  department  affords  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity for  getting  these  staff  meetings,  because 
the  Astor  and  Lenox  Libraries  are  not  open  at 
night,  the  meetings  are  in  the  evening,  and  the 
entire  reference  staff  is  able  to  attend.  As 
regards  the  staff  of  the  circulating  branches, 
which  are  kept  open  at  night,  they  must  divide. 
Those  who  come  this  month  will  stay  and  attend 
to  the  library  work  next  month,  and  allow  the 
others  to  come. 

The  Chairman  :  I  will  now  ask  Mr.  Dewey 
to  tell  us  what  he  thinks  of 

THB  FUNCTION  OF  THE  TRUSTEE. 

Melvil  Dewey:  I  take  it  the  supreme 
function  of  the  trustee  is  to  administer  the 
funds  which  are  in  his  hands  so  they  will  do 
the  most  good.  It  seems  to  me  they  are  to 
settle  the  sort  of  books  to  be  bought,  whether 
it  is  more  feasible  to  keep  the  money  for  books 
that  are  most  useful  or  to  spend  it  for  some- 
thing that  will  be  useful  only  to  the  few.  I 
think  Mr.  Rosengarten  put  very  generously 
what  the  relations  should  be  between  the  li- 
brarian and  the  trustee,  from  the  trustee's 
standpoint. 

From  the  librarian's  standpoint,  I  can 
never  forget  that  the  trustees  are  a  board,  not 
private  owners,  on  which  rests  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  wise  use  of  library  property.  If 
they  have  a  competent  librarian  let  them  ad- 
vise with  him  about  matters  pertaining  to  the 
library ;  I  believe  in  that  thoroughly.  But,  if 
they  have  a  man  or  woman  in  charge  of  the 
library  who  is  entirely  incompetent,  then  it 
becomes  their  duty  to  get  some  one  who  is 
competent.  A  man  in  my  office  a  few  days  ago, 
talking  about  a  prominent  library  at  the  head 
of  which  is  a  very  prominent  man,  said  the 
librarian  was  simply  an  employee  and  asked 
what  business  he  had  representing  the  library; 
**  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  repre- 
sents this  library."  He  was  an  earnest,  sincere 
man,  but  he  actually  believed  that  the  librarian 
was  rather  impertinent  to  speak  for  the  library. 
I  said  to  him  frankly  that  his  attitude  would  be 
sure  to  ruin  his  library ;  that  he  was  like  a  man 
with  a  spirited  pair  of  horses  and  a  coachman. 
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If  the  coachman  is  good  for  anything,  of  course, 
he  will  not  sit  still  and  let  the  man  take  the 
reins;  if  he  is  not  competent  and  the  horses 
are  good  for  anything,  they  will  run  awajr  with 
him,  and  that  is  what  is  apt  to  occur  in  a 
library.  But,  if  you  were  out  driving,  as  I 
have  been  in  the  last  few  days,  with  my  little 
boy,  and  the  horses  became  frightened,  you 
would  take  hold  of  the  reins  and  help  him ;  I 
might  do  the  same  thing  if  a  competent  driver 
were  on  the  box,  but  he  might  then  get  off  and 
leave  the  whole  thing  to  me. 

It  is  not  the  function  of  the  librarian  to  invest 
the  funds  and  attend  to  financing,  but  in  my 
conception  it  is  a  trustee's  function  to  see  that 
the  library  work  is  properly  done,  and  if  he 
does  not  do  this  it  is  an  oversight  on  his  part. 
We  librarians  would  do  well  to  put  our- 
selves  in  the  attitude  of  having  accepted  a 
trust,  and  if  the  trustees  would  meet  with  us 
and  put  themselves  in  our  place,  we  should 
work  together  more  and  more  in  sympathy. 
It  is  not  my  experience  that  trustees  who  make 
trouble  do  it  from  any  ill-will  to  the  librarian ; 
it  is  because  they  have  not  thought  or  studied 
their  mutual  relations ;  but  of  that  enough  has 
been  said. 

Two  or  three  things  occur  to  me  as  specially 
important.  The  modern  church,  you  will  find 
very  often,  has  fifty  or  sixty  distinct  agencies 
in  operation,  social  rooms,  libraries,  clubs,  etc. 
The  old  high  school  was  a  place  to  hear  a  few 
recitations.  Our  modern  school,  in  library 
facilities  and  educational  methods,  is  far  in 
advance  of  the  college  of  a  generation  ago. 
There  has  been  the  same  development  in  these 
as  in  our  modern  railways,  wireless  telegraphy, 
etc.,  and  the  library  is  going  along  with  the 
rest.  It  is  an  age  of  electricity  and  of  libraries. 
Libraries  are  as  old  as  Hindu  records,  and 
there  were  books  in  those  early  days  just  as  much 
as  now.  There  were  also  electricity  and  steam ; 
but  the  difference  is  that  we  have  learned  to  use 
these  forces,  and  the  public  is  coming  to  under- 
stand them ;  and  following  it  back  we  find  that 
the  printed  page,  which  means  the  work  of  the 
library,  is  the  thing  which  will  influence  men 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  The  world  has 
come  to  understand  that  the  whole  system  of 
education  is  in  two  distinct  parts;  school  edu- 
cation, from  kindergarten  to  university,  is 
part;  but  there  is  another  part,  just  as  impor- 
tant, just  as  deserving,  that  is  not  for  the  young 
only,  but  for  adults  also,  that  is  not  in  an  insti- 


tution but  in  the  home.  This,  which  we  call 
**  home  education,**  —  a  library,  —  is  the  second 
part,  and  those  two  things  have  to  travel  on 
together  from  this  time  on.  That  is  the  first 
fact  for  the  library  trustee  to  understand.  The 
librarian  or  trustee  who  looks  upon  a  library 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  generation  ago,  as 
simply  a  collection  of  books,  isn't  going  to  do 
the  best  kind  of  work  till  he  gets  a  broader 
view. 

As  to  the  library  staff,  the  trustees  ought  to 
come  themselves  and  send  their  assistants  to 
these  meetings.  That  is  what  we  have  done 
in  Albany.  We  find  it  pays  to  give  our  assist- 
ants the  time  to  attend  library  meetings.  Our 
observation  proves  it  the  best  investment  we  can 
make.  If  I  were  running  a  library  as  a  private 
institution,  I  would  send  my  staff  to  this  meeting 
every  year.  They  do  better  work  and  it  pays 
for  the  assistants  all  along  the  line.  Dr.  Can- 
field's  last  words  to  me  were,  **  Emphasize  that 
fact ;  that  men  won't  do  team  work  unless  they 
have  instruction,"  and  if  you  can't  make  them 
do  team  work  they  are  not  good  for  much  in 
this  world.  That  is  the  kind  of  man  that 
doesn't  want  a  telephone,  or  any  modem  in- 
vention, he  wants  to  go  along  in  the  same  old 
way.  Library  work  isn't  done  that  way.  We 
must  get  into  full  touch  with  all  the  world,  and 
we  want  our  trustees  to  come  to  all  our  meet- 
ings. 

Just  a  word  about  salaries.    When  I  was  in 
Boston  twenty-five  years  ago  I  could  get  gradu- 
ates of  Harvard  college  at  three  dollars  a  week, 
but  if  I  wanted  a  boy  out  of  the  gutter  I  had  to 
pay  him  six  dollars  a  week,  because  he  could 
get  that  in  a  factory  or  mill.     The  man  who 
wanted  to  make  a  beginning  in  business  would 
work  for  almost  nothing  to  get  into  business. 
When  a    teacher  comes  out    of   the   normal 
school  with  its  training,  she  does  not  work  for 
nothing;  she  gets   in  the  beginning  a  higher 
salary  because  she  is  devoting  her  life  to  that 
work.    In  our  state  library  school  we  are  going 
to  pick  from  the  entire  country  the  people  that 
can  do  the  best  work.    To  enter  they  must 
have  a  high  school  education  and  must  have  a 
degree  from  registered  college;  «.«.,  they  must 
give  eight  years  to  secondary  and  college  work 
and  then  two  years  to   their  technical  work. 
It  is  absurd   to  suppose  a  person  is  going  to 
spend  ten  years  in  preparation  and  then  come 
back  and  accept  the  same  pay  as  the  boys  and 
girls  just  coming  from  the  high  school.    We 
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are  doing  a  work  essentially  educational,  for 
which  we  need  intelligence  and  special  train- 
ing, and  civil  service  boards  ought  to  recognize 
these  conditions.  We  send  boys  to  West  Point 
and  Annapolis ;  we  do  it  because  we  want  the 
benefit  of  their  training.  To  trustees  I  say, 
give  a  fair  salary  for  what  you  are  asking;  and 
to  librarians  I  say,  don*t  expect  to  get  as  much 
pay  as  in  any  other  business.  We  go  into  this 
work  and  we  ought  to  accept  a  small  salary, 
and  we  ought  to  distinguish  between  those  who 
go  into  it  temporarily  and  those  who  are  tak- 
ing it  up  as  a  life  profession. 

A  great  thing  is  to  keep  in  mind  all  the 
modern  demands  on  a  library.  In  every  com- 
munity we  have  the  school  board,  that  is  an 
established  custom.  We  cannot  get  the  best 
results  unless  the  library  business  is  kept  dis- 
tinct from  the  school  business.  A  man  that 
is  in  any  kind  of  business  and  thinks  some 
other  business  is  better  doesn't  make  much  of 
a  success,  and  the  people  we  want  on  the  li- 
brary boards  are  the  people  that  believe  the 
library  is  more  important  than  the  school, 
more  important,  with  a  more  lasting  and 
longer  influence  over  the  whole  community, 
therefore  the  public  library  should  be  the  center 
of  the  educational  life  of  the  community,  and 
the  museum,  art,  history,  and  sciences  naturally 
cluster  around  the  library.  It  is  the  best  place 
for  them  —  not  in  the  same  room  perhaps,  but 
in  the  same  building  or  adjoining,  so  that  when 
people  are  working  in  the  museum  and  want  to 
refer  to  books  they  are  at  hand.  Secondly  for 
students,  colleges,  meetings  on  scientific  sub- 
jects and  other  subjects  they  ought  to  go  to  the 
library  as  naturally  as  a  home  pigeon  will  fly 
back  to  its  home.  The  library  is  the  corner- 
stone of  all  this  and  trustees  ought  to  recognize 
that  But  libraries  have  other  functions.  In- 
formation is  exceedingly  important  in  an 
economic  sense  for  reasons  which  can  be  demon- 
strated; it  pays;  but  most  important  of  all  is 
inspiration.  The  public  library  should  also  be 
a  source  of  amusement.  We  can  give  the  public 
no  amusement  so  wholesome  as  books.  What 
can  be  a  more  legitimate  expenditure  of  public 
money  than  to  give  to  people  so  burdened  down 
that  they  can  hardly  stagger  another  step,  a 
book  that  takes  them  into  another  world?  We 
librarians  and  you  trustees  together  ought  to 
see  our  work  in  the  broadest  way,  and  we  ought 
to  look  forward,  not  back,  and  above  all  things 
lend  a  hand. 


The  report  of  the 

COMMITTBB   OK  NOMINATIONS 

was  presented,  submitting  the  names  of  the 
same  officers  as  nominees  for  the  ensuing  year, 
viz.,  Deloraine  P.  Corey,  chairman ;  Thomas 
L.  Montgomery,  secretary.  The  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  officers  named  elected. 

H.  T.  Kelly:  Before  we  adjourn  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  words.  While  I  have  sat  here 
for  the  last  two  and  a  half  hours  I  have  had 
forced  upon  me  the  change  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  Trustees'  Section.  Five  or  six 
years  ago  I  was  sent  to  one  of  these  meetings 
by  my  board  of  trustees.  I  was  then  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Toronto  Public 
Library,  and  I  must  say  I  went  home,  if  not 
discouraged,  very  much  disappointed.  I  could 
not  feel  that  I  had  brought  home  one  solitary 
thing  from  the  meetings  of  the  Trustees*  Section 
which  I  attended,  and  I  had  scarcely  anything  to 
report  to  my  board.  I  never  came  to  another 
meeting  until  now,  because  I  thought  it  wasn't 
of  any  use.  I  have  completely  changed  my 
views.  Some  one  has  expressed  surprise  that 
there  are  so  few  here.  I  was  surprised  that 
there  were  so  many ;  and  I  can  only  say  that 
if  those  who  are  surprised  at  the  small  attend- 
ance had  been  here  four  or  five  years  ago  they 
would  regard  this  meeting  with  delight.  You 
can  much  more  easily  get  librarians  and  as- 
sistants to  attend  these  meetings'^than  you  can 
get  trustees.  Trustees  cannot  come  in  so  large 
a  number:  they  are  not  so  directly  inter- 
ested; but  there  should  be  some  means  of 
putting  before  them  the  information  which 
has  been  derived  from  attending  this  meeting 
to-day.  It  is  true  it  will  be  published  in  the 
official  Proceedings  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  but  not 
many  trustees  receive  that.  Is  it  not  possible 
to  have  the  records  of  to-day's  meeting,  espe- 
cially those  two  admirable  papers  which  were 
read  in  the  beginning,  put  before  the  trustees 
of  the  country  in  separate  and  convenient  form  ? 

The  Secretary:  J  will  bring  the  matter 
before  the  Executive  Board.  I  have  no  doubt 
they  will  be  glad  to  do  so  if  they  can  afford  it. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  That  the  Execu- 
tive Board  be  requested  to  put  the  minutes  of 
the  meeting  in  separate  form  into  the  hands  of 
the  library  trustees.  Voted. 

Adjourned. 
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SECTION  FOR  CHILDREN'S  LIBRARIANS. 

'THE   Children's   Librarians'  Section  of  the  The  expenditures  have  been  : 

American   Library  Association    held    two  By  the  chairman  : 

sessions    during    the    Magnolia     Conference.  Postage  and  stationery $2  42 

The  chairman.  Miss  Annie  Carroll  Moore,  pre-  Typewriting  and  mimeograph- 

sided,  and  in  the  absence  of  Miss  Mary  Dous-  \^„ \  oti 

man,  Miss  Clara  W.  Hunt  acted  as  secretary  $3  42 

pro  tern. 

By  the  editor : 

FIRST  SESSION,  Blanks  and  printing $9  00 

The  first  session  was  held  in  the  Oceanside  Postage  and  stationery 8  cx> 

Hotel  Casino  on  Wednesday  morning,  June  18.  Clerical  work 5  00 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9.45,  and  22  co 

was  opened  by  the  reading  of  the  secretary's  ^ 

report  of  last  year's  meeting,  as  given  in  the 

A.  L.  A.  proceedings  for  1901.  There  is  an  unpaid  printing  bill  of  about 

In  the  absence  of  Chesley  R.  Perry,  chair-  $15.    This  will  leave  a  balance  of  $12.08. 

roan,  J.  C.  Dana  read  the  We   recommend   that  a  committee  on   this 

subject  be  appointed  from  the  active  members 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CO-OPERATIVE  LIST  of  this  scction  and  be  instructed  to  report  at 

OF  BOOKS  FOR  CHILDREN.  the  next  annual  meeting. 

To  ike  Children's  Librarians^  Section  of  the  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

American  Library  Association :  Chesley  R.  Perry, 

Your  committee  appointed  at  Waukesha  m  J*  C.  Dana, 

July,  1901,  to  take  preliminary  steps  towards  Eliza  G.  Browning. 

the  production  of  a  co-operative  evaluated  list  .      ,             ,        ^ 

of  books  for  children    beg    leave    to    report  ^*  the  results  of  the  >»ork  of  the  committee 

were  to  be  presented  at  the  second  session  by 

progress.  %#.     t^                           .                  , 

One  of  the  first  things  done  >»as  the  appoint-  ^"l  Eastman,  no  action  was  taken, 

ment  of  Miss  Linda  A.  Eastman,  of  the  Clere-  ^^^  cha.rman  appointed  a 

land  Public  Library,  as  editor,  and  thanks  to  her  committee  of  nominations 

arduous  and  persevering  labors,  even  through  consisting  of  Miss  Power,  Miss  SUnley,  and 

days  and  nights  of  illness,  we  are  enabled  to  w       Maltbv 

offer  for  consideration  here  at  Magnolia  a  ten-  j^iss  Gertrude  Sackktt  read  a  paper  on 
tative  list  which  may  be  said  to  be  at  least  a  step 

in  the  right  direction.     "  The  work  of  this  year  ^^me  libraries  and  reading  clubs. 

has  of  necessity  been  largely  that  of  prelimi-  (See  p.  72.) 

nary  preparation."    As  the  work  of  selection  Discussion    of   Miss     Sackett's    paper    was 

has  progressed,  the  great  need  of  a  list  of  juve-  opened  by  Charles  W.  Birtwell,  originator  of 

nile  works  made  acceptable  through  co-opera-  the  home  library  system  under  the  auspices  of 

tive  methods  of  evaluation  has  been  empha-  the  Charity  Organization  Society  of  Boston, 

sized.  Mr.  Birtwell  :  Home  libraries  touch  many 

Ample  funds  for  nil  expenses  of  the   past  sides  of  the  lives  of  the  poor.     The  subject  is 

year  have  been  provided  by  the  subscriptions  in  competent  hands  with  the  librarians  of  the 

of  individuals  and  libraries.    The  amount  on  country.     Charities  and  libraries  are  engaged 

our  subscription   lists   is   $85.50  and   of  this  in  the  same  work.     Both  aim  at  the  good  of 

$52.50  has    been    collected   (collections   have  the  people. 

been  made  as  follows  :  4  of  $5,  i  of  $2.50,  7  of  In  Miss  Sackett's  admirable   paper  she  re- 

$if  and  46  of  50  cents).     Most  of  the  balance  ferred  to  the  source  of  the  books.     We  do  not 

will  be  collected  when  needed.  rely  upon  people  to  give  the  books.     We  pur- 
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chase  them  —  after  critical  reading  from  cover 
to  cover  by  responsible  readers.  Of  course  we 
receive  gifts,  to  which  all  libraries  are  subject  I 
We  received  a  donation  of  seventeen  books 
lately,  and  one  was  admitted  to  the  libraries. 

Miss  Sackett  seemed  to  think  the  libraries 
applicable  only  to  girls  and  younger  boys.  In 
Boston  we  have  groups  of  boys  sixteen,'  eigh- 
teen, and  even  nineteen  years  old.  Once  in  a 
while  a  group  will  grow  into  a  young  men's 
club,  and  meet  in  a  club  room,  and  even  then 
they  may  want  the  books  in  the  club,  —  even 
if  they  do  not  read  them  so  much,  —  from  a 
sentimental  attachment  to  the  thing  that  first 
brought  them  together.  Our  use  of  young 
men  as  visitors  aids  in  this  direction.  We 
have  one  home  library  of  young  married 
women.  They  have  been  members  for  a  good 
many  years.  Of  course  they  have  had  a  faith- 
ful visitor.     She  still  meets  them  once  a  week. 

As  to  the  sexes  in  the  groups,  it  is  unavoid- 
able that  some  groups  shall  be  made  up  only 
of  boys  or  only  of  girls,  but  I  confess  I  like  a 
group  to  include  both.  Wholesome  compan- 
ionship of  girls  and  boys,  such  as  the  little 
libraries  offer,  without  special  consciousness 
of  sex,  is  a  training  in  right  ideas  of  sex  and  a 
protection  against  the  perverted,  ruinous  no- 
tions that  lack  of  such  association  fosters. 

Among  the  many  things  Miss  Sackett  men- 
tioned I  noticed  no  mention  of  savings.  We 
use  the  stamp  savings  method.  The  children 
buy  stamps,  with  which  they  gradually  cover 
specially  designed  cards.  Then  the  stamps  are 
redeemed  and  accounts  opened  by  the  children 
at  the  savings  banks.  Even  parents  buy  these 
stamps,  through  the  children,  to  save  for  vari- 
ous purposes. 

An  item  that  Miss  Sackett  mentioned  is  the 
visiting  of  the  families  of  the  children  in  the 
group.  We  urge  the  visitors  to  call  once  a 
month  upon  the  families  from  which  the  chil- 
dren come  to  the  library,  in  order  to  get  better 
acquainted  with  the  home  life  of  each  child. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  Miss  Beale,  our  paid 
general  visitor,  is  not  here.  She  has  shown 
enthusiasm  and  skill.  Among  other  things  she 
has  been  successful  in  finding  volunteer  visit- 
ors, which  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  features 
of  the  work.  We  usually  have  from  forty-five 
to  fifty-five  visitors.  Their  terms  of  service 
vary  from  a  week  to  many  years.  We  have 
losses  through  marriages,  sudden   departures 


for  Europe,  and  many  queer  reasons.  We  ask 
the  visitors  for  reports  each  month.  We  do 
not  invariably  get  them,  but  secure  a  fair  num- 
ber, and  these  furnish  the  staple  of  our  monthly 
conferences.  These  reports  range  from  a  mere 
statement  of  the  number  of  members,  amount 
of  savings,  and  similar  items,  to  a  full  story  of 
the  month. 

Just  a  word  in  addition  in  regard  to  one  state- 
ment in  Miss  Sackett*s  paper  —  that  the  poor 
do  not  need  merely  relief  for  physical  wants, 
but  help  toward  higher  ideals  and  standards  of 
life.  Of  course  the  whole  trend  of  charity  is 
towards  something  deeper  than  relief.  Deg- 
radation can  only  be  done  away  with  or  pre- 
vented by  measures  that  tend  to  tone  up  the 
whole  life.  The  treasures  you  as  librarians 
have  in  your  custody  are  of  great  value  to  this 
end.  To  gather  books,  and  books  worth  read- 
ing, and  then  to  get  those  books  read,  is  a  high 
service  to  one's  fellow-men.  We  want  to  see 
the  librarians  as  keen  to  satisfy  and  even  create 
the  desire  in  men,  women,  and  children  for 
what  books  can  give,  as  the  saloon-keepers  are 
to  gratify  and  provoke  thirst,  or  the  newspa- 
pers to  stimulate  and  cater  to  the  craving  for 
news.  Now  what  we  have  to  do  is  to  work 
shrewdly,  and  try  to  get  these  books  into  the 
hands  of  the  people,  and  I  think,  as  Miss  Sack- 
ett said,  that  the  time  to  begin  is  when  they 
are  young.  There  are  many  who  will  stop 
reading,  carried  away  by  other  excitements, 
but  I  can  see  even  them,  as  they  get  on  in  life 
and  sorrows  come,  returning  to  books  again; 
and  he  who  has  never  cared  for  reading  is 
without  that  resource. 

A  motto  which  seems  to  me  a  fair  one  to 
propose  for  librarians  is  one  that  was  given 
the  other  day  at  a  hearing  before  the  City 
Council  of  Boston,  on  a  petition  for  an  ad- 
ditional public  playground,  by  Mr.  Henry  L. 
Higginson,  who  said,  **  Be  bold,  extravagant, 
and  wise." 

Miss  Sackett  :  I  saw  in  Boston  a  group  of 
Italian  children  who  had,  I  think,  been  a  library 
group  for  eight  years,  and  the  young  lady  in 
charge  was  one  of  the  original  group.  Never 
for  one  year  had  the  group  been  discontinued, 
and  the  books  they  were  reading  showed  an 
intelligent  appreciation  of  good  literature  that 
was  most  encouraging.  When  you  spoke  of 
older  boys  being  in  home  groups,  were  they 
not  boys  who  had  begun  young?  Because  with 
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older  boys  I  have  found  it  almost  impossible  to 
found  groups  in  the  home. 

Mr.  BiRTWBLL :  Miss  Sackett  is  right.  These 
groups  of  older  bojrs  were  started  when  the 
boys  were  younger.  A  lady  came  to  me  who 
wanted  to  work  among  girls,  wanted  to  devote 
herself  to  a  club  of  girls  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen years  old.  I  told  her  to  form  a  group  of 
ten-year  old  girls,  and  in  six  years  she  would 
have  what  she  wanted. 

Miss  Hbwins  :  We  have  no  home  libraries, 
but  for  several  years  have  had  charge  of  a 
branch  in  a  blum  settlement.  We  began  by 
letting  all  children  of  the  street  and  neighbor- 
hood take  books.  We  soon  found  that  too 
many  swarmed  in,  careless  and  unmanage- 
able, and  we  now  make  it  a  very  exclusive 
thing  to  belong  to  the  library.  The  member- 
bership  is  limited  to  forty,  and  there  are  always 
several  on  the  waiting  list,  and  of  those  who 
came  several  years  ago  there  are  none  who  are 
taking  books  now,  for  as  soon  as  we  can  we 
graduate  them  to  the  public  library.  All  of 
the  children  who  have  a  good  record  are 
allowed  to  take  books  from  the  public  li- 
brary, and  if  their  record  keeps  good  they 
may  keep  on  or  go  back  to  the  settlement. 
What  Mr.  Birtwell  has  said  about  visitors  is 
exactly  our  experience.  The  children  who 
came  in  several  years  ago  are  now  our  best 
workers. 

Miss  Hall  :  At  the  Brighton  Branch  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  we  have  a  club  of  boys 
and  girls  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  called  the 
Brighton  Readers'  Club,  organized  in  1900. 

We  proceed  according  to  parliamentary 
rules,  and  hold  formal  meetings,  with  some 
interesting  speaker  from  outside  to  address  the 
club  each  month  during  the  school  year. 

Magic  lantern  slides  with  views  of  foreign 
travel,  readings  from  Seton  Thompson's  ani- 
mal stories,  and  a  talk  on  South  America  by  a 
lady  from  Chili,  have  been  some  of  the  pro- 
grams. 

As  a  result,  the  children  take  a  greater  inter- 
est in  the  library.  A  direct  outgrowth  of  the 
club  has  been  recently  noted.  Twelve  girls 
have  collected  fifty  books,  placed  them  in  one 
of  the  girl's  homes,  and  meet  every  Tuesday 
evening  after  school  to  read,  talk  over  books, 
etc.  They  have  numbered  the  books,  pay  dues 
of  two  cents  a  week  to  add  to  their  collection. 
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and  are  now  planning  to  have  a  fair  to  increase 
their  present  treasury  fund  of  $1.19. 

This  is  a  new  phase  of  the  home  library, 
self-organized  through  direct  stimulus  from 
the  Public  Library. 

Miss  F.  B.  Hawley  :  Is  there  not  difficulty  in 
getting  volunteer  visitors,  in  that  some  people 
volunteer  who  are  unfitted  to  do  the  work? 
And  is  it  not  difficult  to  refuse  when  people 
volunteer  to  do  work  for  nothing?  How  are 
volunteers  selected? 

Mr.  Birtwell  :  First  of  all  be  cautious  about 
getting  into  trouble.  Never  advertise  broad- 
cast. I  have  been  urged  to,  but  have  feared 
that  newspaper  advertisement  would  bring 
undesirable  offers.  If  unsuitable  people  get 
enlisted,  insistence  on  good  work  may  eliminate 
them.  If  not,  remember  that  the  libraries  are 
for  the  poor,  not  for  the  visitors,  and  do  your 
duty. 

A  Member:  I  have  been  in  this  work  for 
the  past  ten  years  and  our  groups  have  always 
consisted  of  both  boys  and  girls.  We  had 
originally  ages  from  ten  to  fifteen  years,  and 
found  the  children  agreed  together  very  nicely. 
It  takes  some  little  tact  to  make  a  meeting 
pleasant  for  both  boys  and  girls.  I  have 
thought  it  quite  as  important  to  train  the 
children  in  good  manners  as  in  reading.  One 
of  the  original  boys  is  now  a  junior  at  Dart- 
mouth College  and  when  he  comes  home  vis- 
its the  group  and  makes  it  very  interesting. 

Miss  HiTCHLER :  Do  you  ever  follow  up 
the  visitor? 

Miss  Sackett:  Yes,  indeed.  That  is  an 
important  part  of  the  supervisors*  work.  I 
have  many  personal  conversations  with  our 
visitors,  as  well  as  general  monthly  meetings, 
and  every  once  in  a  while  go  to  the  different 
groups  and  participate  in  their  good  times.  It 
is  essential  that  a  supervisor  should  thus  know 
all  the  children  and  the  manner  in  which  each 
visitor  is  conducting  the  work  intrusted  to  her. 

A  Member:  To  what  extent  do  you  en- 
courage games?  We  have  found  in  Chicago 
that  games  take  up  a  great  deal  of  the  time. 
When  they  have  them  the  children  do  not  care 
anything  about  the  books. 

Miss  Sackett  :  You  cannot  depend  at  first 
upon  the  children's  interest  in  books.  That 
interest  develops  gradually,  much  depending 
upon  your  own  tact  in  presenting  them.    Af 
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ternoons  spent  with  books  alone  will  soon 
cease  to  interest  the  children  and  you  want 
the  library  hour  to  be  one  to  which  they  look 
forward  with  happy  anticipation.  You  must 
establish  confidence  in  yourself —  make  them 
feel  that  you  enjoy  what  they  enjoy,  and  there 
it  no  better  way  than  by  heartily  entering  into 
the  spirit  of  a  good  wholesome  game.  Having 
thus  established  yourself  as  one  of  themselves, 
their  affection  and  trust  gained,  you  can  lead 
them  gradually  to  other  interests.  Such  games 
as  ** Twenty  questions"  not  only  develop  the 
memory  but  arouse  an  interest  in  subjects 
which  you  can  refer  the  children  to  the  proper 
books  to  learn  more  about. 

Mr.  BiRTWBLL  :  The  oversight  of  the  visitors 
is  an  extremely  important  point  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  libraries,  and  Pittsburgh  is  for- 
tunate in  having  Miss  Sackett's  whole  time 
devoted  to  home  libraries.  In  Boston  we  now 
have  60  active  libraries.  It  is  our  hope  to 
engage  a  second  paid  general  visitor  and  in- 
crease the  libraries  to  icx>,  and  then  assign 
only  50  to  each  general  visitor.  Experience 
seems  to  indicate  that  one  competent  person 
can  stand  back  of  not  more  than  50  libraries ; 
in  some  cases  even  less  than  that  number. 
There  is  infinite  detail  in  really  successful 
work.  We  must  try  to  strike  deeper  and  deeper 
into  the  life  of  the  children  —  to  touch  them  in 
a  greater  variety  of  ways.  More  and  more  we 
are  trying  to  get  the  visitors  to  come  to  us  at 
our  office  and  discuss  individual  children,  their 
future,  their  situation,  what  may  be  done  for 
them.  We  have  a  meeting  of  the  volunteer 
visitors  once  a  month,  and  once  a  year  or  so 
we  gather  the  members  of  the  libraries  together 
and  have  a  general  entertainment.  Every 
spring  we  have  two  flower  sales,  one  at  the 
North  end  and  one  at  the  South  end  a  week 
later,  and  in  the  fall  all  children  who  can  bring 
live  flowers  bought  in  the  spring  are  invited 
to  a  little  festival  and  collation. 

The  discussion  was  characterized  by  marked 
interest  in  the  subject,  by  an  intelligent  appre- 
ciation of  the  chief  difficulties  in  Home  Library 
work,  and  by  a  readiness  to  share  experiences 
which  it  is  impossible  to  reproduce  in  a  printed 
report.  During  a  short  intermission  Miss 
Sackett's  display  of  street  literature  was  ex- 
amined, the  tentative  fiction  lists  were  distri- 
buted, and  an  opportunity  was  given  to  all  who 


did  not  care  to  remain   through   the  Round 
Table  discussion  to  withdraw  from  the  room. 
The 

ROUND  TABLE  DISCUSSION  ON  CLASSIFICATIOK 
AND  CATALOGING  OP  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS 

was  opened  by  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Brett,  who  stated  that  the  Cleveland  Public 
Library  and  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh have  planned  to  collaborate  in  printing 
cards  for  a  dictir>nary  catalog  of  juvenile  bookst 
with  simplified  subject  headings,  the  catalog- 
ing being  done  in  Cleveland  and  the  printing 
in  Pittsburgh.  These  libraries  find  it  desir- 
able to  supply  each  of  their  branches  with  a 
catalog  of  this  sort,  and  believe  the  plan  of  co- 
operation to  be  practical.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  other  libraries  may  be  glad  to 
secure  sets  of  these  cards.  The  greater  part 
of  the  juvenile  collection  of  the  Cleveland 
Public  Library  has  been  very  fully  cataloged 
within  the  past  two  years,  and  considerable 
study  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  simpli- 
fied subject  headings.  Library  School  rules  are 
followed  as  to  form.  Subject  fullness  of  names 
is  given,  and  no  imprint  except  the  copyright 
date  on  the  author  card.  A.  L.  A.  subject 
headings  have  been  used,  except  where  it  has 
seemed  wise  to  simplify.  Such  variations  have 
been  adopted  as :  **  Airships,"  "  balloons,"  for 
**  Aerial  navigation ;  "  **  Drinks  "  for  "  Bever- 
ages," "Housekeeping"  for  "Domestic  econ- 
omy," "Manners"  for  "Etiquette,"  etc. 
Additional  headings  have  been  used,  such  as 
specific  names  for  flowers,  trees,  birds,  etc., 
names  of  holidays,  names  of  common  articles 
and  of  ethical  qualities. 

The  aim  has  been  to  bring  out  all  material 
which  may  be  of  service  to  children  or  teachers, 
and  analyticals  have  been  made  very  freely. 
In  all  cases  where  a  simplified  subject  heading 
is  used,  the  A.  L.  A.  heading  follows  in  paren- 
thesis, and  cross  references  are  made. 

Cost  of  the  cards  will  depend  partly  on  the 
subscriptions  received,  and  will  probably  not 
be  over  one  cent  per  card,  provided  50  sets  are 
subscribed  for.  The  charge  includes  only  the 
cost  of  the  additional  work  required,  for  the 
two  co-operating  libraries  bear  all  cost  of  com- 
position and  getting  ready.  Subject  cards  are 
not  duplicates  of  author  cards,  which  increases 
the  cost  somewhat. 

The  catalog  will  be  enlarged  by  adding  all 
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books  contained  in  the  Carnegie  Library  chil- 
dren's collection  not  already  cataloged  for  the 
Cleveland  library,  and  will  be  kept  up  to  date 
by  cataloging  the  important  children's  books  of 
each  year. 

It  is  intended  to  prepare  a  list  of  i,ooo  vol- 
umes which  are  considered  valuable  in  the  two 
co-operating  libraries,  and  are  believed  to  be  in 
use  and  approved  by  most  of  the  libraries  in 
the  country.  Copies  of  this  list,  when  ready, 
will  be  sent  to  all  applying  for  them.  Cards 
will  be  printed  for  books  in  the  list  first,  and 
subscriptions  will  be  received  only  for  entire 
sets  of  the  cards  for  these  books.  Subscrip- 
tions may  be  extended  to  include  the  cards  for 
the  entire  collection,  and  all  subsequent  addi- 
tions, at  cost;  but  if  the  number  of  subscrip- 
tions drop  off  afler  the  completion  of  the  first 
lot  of  one  thousand,  the  cost  per  card  will  be 
somewhat  increased. 

Applications  for  the  list  of  books,  or  for 
sample  cards,  and  all  subscriptions  for  cards, 
should  be  addressed  to  Edwin  H.  Anderson, 
Librarian  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh  Pa. 

Samples  of  the  cards  were  distributed. 

G.  M.  Jones  :  I  think  it  is  a  great  mistake  to 
adopt  subject  headings  for  a  children's  cata- 
log different  from  the  subject  headings  in  the 
adult  catalog.  I  do  not  especially  champion 
the  headings  in  the  A.  L.  A.,  but  think  in  the 
same  library  the  same  headings  should  be  used 
for  all  departments.  I  have  had  no  experience 
in  children's  rooms,  but  in  theorizing  upon  the 
subject  have  thought  the  difficulty  would  be  in 
changing  from  one  subject  to  another.  Chil- 
dren soon  learn  the  heading  to  be  looked  for  to 
find  works  on  a  special  subject. 

Miss  TiTCOMB :  We  have  no  special  children's 
catalog,  but  use  cards  of  a  different  color  for 
children's  books.  The  books  for  the  youngest 
children  are  on  yellow  cards,  and  for  children 
from  12  to  1 8  years  on  blue  cards.  The  chil- 
dren like  to  pick  out  the  colored  cards  and  if 
they  can  find  one  on  a  book  on  meteorology 
there  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  their 
learning  to  use  the  catalog  retaining  the  same 
subject  headings.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
in  printing  the  cards  of  Mr.  Brett's  catalog  for 
use  in  libraries  where  they  are  to  be  used  with 
the  main  catalog  it  might  be  a  good  scheme  to 
print  on  a  card  of  some  distinctive  color. 

Miss  Olcott  :  Mr.  Jones'  argument  seems  to 
me  to  be  in  favor  of  more  simplified  headings 


for  the  adult  catalog.  If  we  simplify  these  our 
catalog  will  be  more  useful  both  for  adults  and 
for  children.  A  children's  catalog  is  more  of 
an  index  than  a  catalog  and  so  it  is  better  not 
to  use  Latin  words  for  the  ordinary  subjects 
children  ask  for. 

Mr.  Anderson:  Colored  cards  will  be  a 
physical  impossibility  in  our  scheme.  Of 
course  the  expense  would  be  very  much  less  if 
it  was  not  that  we  are  printing  subject  headings 
on  the  cards.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  write 
in  subject  headings. 

Miss  Clara  Hunt  then  gave  a  summary  of 
her  paper  on  the  **  Classification  of  children's 
story  books,"  printed  in  Library  yourmal,  Feb- 
uary,  1902,  which  was  followed  by  a  brief  dis- 
cussion. The  necessity  for  adjournment  cut 
short  the  discussion,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be 
taken  up  more  fully  at  a  future  session. 

SECOND    S£SSIOJ\r. 

The  second  session  of  the  Section  was  held 
in  the  Oceanside  Hotel  Casino,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Thursday,  June  19.  It  was  devoted  to 
the  subject  of  evaluation  of  children's  books 
from  three  standpoints :  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  literary  critic  and  the  student  of  chil- 
dren's literature,  in  a  paper  by  Mr.  Charies 
Welsh ;  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  children 
themselves,  in  Miss  Hewins'  report  on  a  list  of 
children's  books  annotated  by  the  children's 
comments;  and  from  the  point  of  view  of 
children's  librarians,  in  Miss  Eastman's  report 
on  the  list  of  juvenile  fiction. 

Charles  Welsh  read  a  paper  on 

THE  EVALUATION  OP  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS  FROM 
THE  POINT  OF  VIEW  OP  THE  HISTORY  OF 
LITERATURE   FOR   CHILDREN. 

(See  p.  76.) 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Hewins  presented  the 

REPORT  ON  THE  LIST  OF  CHILDREN'S  BOOKS 
WITH   children's   ANNOTATIONS. 

(See  p.  79.) 

In  response  to  a  call  for  a  rising  vote  of 
those  who  would  be  sufficiently  interested  to 
send  children's  comments  to  Miss  Hewins  dur- 
ing the  next  six  months,  about  40  rose. 

Mr.  Welsh  made  a  brief  statement  of  his  ex- 
perience in  England  25  years  ago  in  endeavor- 
ing to  secure  spontaneous  comments  from  boTi 
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and  girls  with  regard  to  the  books  thejr  were 
reading.  The  experiment  was  based  upon 
questionnaire  which  were  sent  to  a  number 
of  English  schools.  Comparatively  few  of  the 
answers  accurately  reflected  the  child's  own 
impression.  In  Mr.  Welsh's  opinion  written 
questions  would  always  be  unsuccessful.  He 
considered  the  most  valuable  data  was  to  be 
obtained  from  the  verbal  expression  rendered 
offhand  by  the  children  when  selecting  their 
books. 
Miss  Linda  Eastman  presented  the 

REPORT    OF    EDITOR     OF    CO-OPERATIVE     LIST 
OF  JUVENILE  FICTION. 

It  was  recommended  at  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Library  Association  last  July  that  a 
co-operative  list  of  juvenile  literature  be  made 
by  the  children's  librarians  and  others  inter- 
rested  in  the  work  with  the  children.  The  list 
was  to  represent  the  combined  judgment  of 
those  who  know  the  books  both  from  actual 
reading  and  from  use  of  them  with  the  children, 
as  to  their  literary  merit,  moral  tone,  and  in- 
terest for  children. 

It  was  decided  that  it  would  be  best  to  begin 
with  the  juvenile  fiction,  and  as  the  opinions 
were  all  to  be  based  on  personal  knowledge,  to 
make  up  the  first  preliminary  lists  with  those 
titles  already  best  known  to  the  largest  number. 
With  this  in  view,  three  sets  of  blanks  were 
prepared,  which  read  as  follows : 

RECOMMENDED. 

The  books  listed  below  are  among  those  which,  from 
knowledge  based  on  actaal  reading  of  them,  as  well  as 
observation  of  children's  reading,  I  should  most  unhesi- 
tatingly recommend  for  a  small  selected  list  of  the  best 
uvenile  fiction. 

Signature 


Address 


NOT  RECOMMENDED. 

Some  of  the  books  which  should  be  excluded  from  a 
carefully  selected  list  of  juvenile  fiction. 

Signature 


Address 


DEBATABLE. 

The  following  are  books  which  seem  to  me  to  be  of 
doubtful  value,  and  about  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the 
opinion  of  children's  librarians  in  general. 

Signature 

Address 


These  blanks  were  sent  out  to  about  175 
libraries  with  the  request  that  they  be  filled  out 
by  the  children's  librarian  or  whoever  in  the 
library  was  best  informed  on  the  children's 
books.  An  endeavor  was  made  to  reach  those 
libraries  most  actively  interested  in  this  work; 
as  no  accurate  data  for  making  it  complete 
could  be  found,  the  mailing  list  must  neces- 
sarily have  contained  some  omissions  which 
it  is  hoped  will  be  rectified  in  the  continuation 
of  the  work.  About  100  of  the  blanks  were 
returned  with  lists,  and  in  many  cases  where  no 
lists  were  sent  a  regret  at  being  unable  to  co- 
operate was  accompanied  by  an  expression  of 
interest  in  the  work. 

The  returns,  when  tabulated,  showed  nearly 
T,ooo  titles.  Of  these  about  200  were  dis- 
carded, being  non-fiction  and  adult  fiction  un- 
interesting to  children.  Many  books  recom- 
mended by  some  were  considered  doubtful  or 
objectionable  by  others,  and  the  lists,  when  re- 
duced to  those  titles  upon  which  there  was 
substantial  agreement  of  recommendation  or 
disapproval  yielded  277  titles  recommended, 
and  in  the  **  not  recommended"  list  43  entries, 
eight  of  which  were  authors  whose  works  were 
all  included,  the  remainder  being  individual 
titles.  These  lists  were  printed  and  sent  out 
for  careful  criticism  to  all  who  had  made  the 
first  returns.  On  the  first  of  June  the  final  re- 
turns were  tabulated,  and  the  results  of  the  rec- 
ommendation after  all  books  objected  to  were 
eliminated  is  given  in  section  i  of  the  printed 
list.* 

There  has  been  evident  on  the  part  of  some 
contributors  an  extreme  caution  in  the  rec- 
ommendations which,  while  counteracting  any 
tendency  toward  carelessness  on  the  part  of 
others,  has  also  limited  their  helpfulness. 
Many  books  were  recommended  as  good  books 
simply  because  they  were  not  bad,  because 
they  contained  nothing  which  could  be  ob- 
jected to,  while  in  fact  they  do  not  contain 
anything  in  particular  of  which  to  approve. 
This  first  list  of  100  books  I  believe  still  con- 
tains some  books  whose  interest  is  not  great 
enough  to  warrant  their  being  given  a  place 
in  a  small  selected  list  of  the  best  stories. 

Opinions  on  the  *'not  recommended"  list 
were  much  more  nearly  unanimous. 

*The  printed  list  was  distributed  among  those  present 
at  the  meeting. 
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There  were  next  selected  from  the  debatable 
list  those  titles  on  which  the  majority  of  those 
who  reported  were  agreed  as  to  recommending 
or  excluding,  and  these  lists  were  sent  out  on 
May  29  preparatory  to  any  discussion  at  this 
meeting.  All  remaining  titles  on  the  debat* 
able  list  upon  which  reports  had  been  at  all 
general  are  included  in  the  sections  4,  6,  and  8. 

As  the  list  was  to  represent  a  consensus  of 
opinion,  the  editor's  work  to  this  point  has 
necessarily  consisted  entirely  of  collecting  and 
submitting  those  opinions.  In  the  course  of 
the  work,  however,  certain  facts  have  become 
apparent  which  should  now  be  formulated  into 
statements. 

First,  and  of  utmost  importance  and  prom- 
ise in  its  bearing  upon  the  project  of  an  eval- 
uated list  of  juvenile  literature,  is  the  very 
serious  interest  manifested  by  all  concerned ; 
meagre  as  are  the  results  of  this  first  year's 
work,  the  vital  importance  of  putting  good 
books  into  the  hands  of  our  children  is  so 
fully  recognized  that  the  obsacles  in  the  way 
of  more  rapid  progress  on  the  work  must  be 
overcome. 

Chief  of  these  obstacles  is  the  lack  of  any 
uniform  standards  of  judgment  on  the  part  of 
those  co-operating.  As  such  standards  can 
only  be  established  by  a  comparison  of  opin- 
ions, the  work  of  this  year  has  of  necessity 
been  largely  that  of  preliminary  preparation. 
There  are  many  books  on  which  individual 
opinions  will  always  differ  hopelessly,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  debatable  list  will  remain  a 
long  one;  but  the  lists  on  which  all  are  agreed, 
which  represent  a  consensus  of  opinion  based 
on  actual  knowledge,  —  these  lists,  even  though 
they  be  short,  will  furnish  safe  standards  by 
which  other  books  can  be  judged,  and  will  be 
of  the  greatest  help  to  the  younger  assistants 
who  are  specializing  in  the  children's  work. 
This  function  of  the  co-operative  list,  as  the 
means  of  establishing  uniform  standards  for 
the  evaluation  of  the  juvenile  books,  is,  to  the 
mind  of  the  editor,  by  far  its  most  important 
one.  Good  lists  of  juvenile  books  already 
exist,  and  the  good  judgment  of  the  compilers 
of  these  lists  must  bear  great  weight  in  any 
co-operative  work,  but  in  the  co-operative  work 
the  comparison  of  opinions  should  be  helpful 
to  others  in  forming  their  own  opinion  and 
establishing  principles  for  their  guidance.  It 
is  with  this  in  mind  that  the  recommendation 


is  made  that  the  list  submitted  be  held  over  in 
tentative  form  during  the  coming  year,  with  a 
final  revision  in  time  for  a  report  at  the  next 
annual  meeting,  and  that  some  discussion  be 
given  here  as  to  what,  in  reality,  constitutes  a 
good  juvenile  story,  and  what  are  the  elements 
which  should  be  considered  in  juvenile  fiction, 
using  the  books  in  the  list  in  illustration. 

One  other  recommendation  seem^  in  place 
here.  It  will  be  some  time  before  anything 
approaching  an  exhaustive  evaluated  list  of 
juvenile  fiction  can  be  completed. 

The  new  books  are  the  ones  which  are  most 
difficult  to  select.  Cannot  a  practical  plan  be 
devised  for  co-operation  in  the  evaluation  of 
the  current  books?  The  strong  arguments 
which  have  been  brought  forward  during  the 
year  against  the  purchase  of  ephemeral  fiction 
apply  with  even  greater  force  to  juvenile  fic- 
tion :  it  would  seem  to  be  an  easy  matter  to  at 
least  decide  that  no  juvenile  fiction  should  be 
duplicated  for  our  libraries  until  it  had  been 
read  and  reported  on  somewhat  generally  by  a 
reading  committee  of  children's  librarians. 
The  need  of  such  co-operative  work  is  keenly 
felt  by  most  of  them,  and  there  seems  to  be  no 
serious  obstacle  in  the  ^vay  of  its  accomplish- 
ment. 

It  was  Voted^  That  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  list  of  juvenile  fiction  as  submitted 
by  Mr.  Dana  at  the  first  session,  together  with 
Miss  Eastman's  report,  be  accepted,  and  that 
the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  Children's 
Librarians*  Section  be  extended  to  the  commit- 
tee and  especially  to  Miss  Eastman  for  the 
painstaking  and  arduous  work  expended  in  the 
preparation  of  this  tentative  list. 

A  committee  of  children's  librarians  consist- 
ing of  Miss  Hunt,  Miss  Power,  and  Mrs.  Maltby 
was  then  appointed  to  continue  the  work  upon 
the  fiction  list  during  the  coming  year.  Mr. 
Dana  recommended  that  the  Library  Depart- 
ment of  the  National  Educational  Association 
be  informed  of  this  work,  as  it  -^Vas  exactly  the 
sort  of  undertaking  to  interest  the  school  peo- 
ple of  the  country,  and  it  might  be  possible  to 
secure  welcome  support  in  its  execution. 

Miss  Olcott:  Did  the  committee  decide 
upon  the  number  of  titles  to  be  included  in  this 
list? 

Miss  Eastman  :  No :  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  incoming  committee  to  decide  upon  the 
length  of  the  list ;  it  should  be  a  short  one. 
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Mr.  Wellman:  I  should  advise  making  the 
list  with  simple  annotation,  getting  it  up  so  that 
any  library  could  buy  it  cheaply,  keeping  it 
fresh,  up  to  date,  and  choosing  good  editions.  It 
ought  to  be  a  great  saving  of  time  and  expense 
in  many  libraries. 

Mr.  Elmbndorp  :  Lists  of  any  kind  seem  to 
me  almost  worthless  for  children*8  use.  They 
want  the  books  themselves  on  open  shelves. 
Lists  are  useful  to  teachers  and  librarians,  but 
it  is  preferable  for  children  to  learn  to  use  the 
card  catalog. 

The  rest  of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to  dis- 
cussing the  merits  and  defects  of  some  of  the 
books  on  the  **  debatable"  list,  which  was  gen- 
erally conceded  to  be  made  up  of  more  inter- 
esting books  than  those  on  the  **  approved" 
list.  The  *'  Rollo  "  books,  the  **  Katy  "  books, 
the  "  Peterkin  papers  "  were  restored  to  favor. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  children's  librarians, 
like  the  children  in  making  comments,  may 
have  been  self-conscious  in  making  up  the 
estimates  from  which  their  list  was  compiled, 
although  as  it  stands  the  list  represents  the 
opinion  of  many  who  are  not  children's  libra- 
rians. Miss  Hunt,  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
asked  to  have  the  lists  checked  up  afler 
thoughtful  consideration  and  mailed  to  her,  in 
order  to  give  the  committee  a  broader  basis  on 
which  to  continue  their  work  during  the  com- 
ing year.  In  closing  the  discussion,  the  chair- 
man called  attention  to  the  danger  of  allowing 
good  books  to  drop  out  of  lists  through  a  lack 
of  personal  recommendation  on  the  part  of  the 
children's  librarian.  Children  need  to  be 
introduced  to  a  great  many  books,  and  the  in- 
troduction must  be  made  by  the  children's 
librarian,  who  should  be  mindful  of  the  needs 
as  well  as  of  the  desires  of  the  children. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  session  a  business 
meeting  of  the  active  members  of  the  Section 
was  held. 

BASIS   OF   SECTION   MEMBERSHIP 

was  defined  as  follows  : 

Active  members  shall  consist  of  children's 
librarians  and  those  library  assistants  whose 
entire  time  is  given  to  work  with  children  in 
libraries  and  schools. 


Associate  members  shall  consist  of:  i.  As- 
sistants, a  part  of  whose  time  is  given  to  work 
with  children  in  libraries  and  schools,  a.  Li- 
brarians and  others  who  wish  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  work  of  children's  librarians. 

READING   FOR   THE   YOUNG. 

A  recommendation  made  by  Mr.  Fletcher  in 
the  report  of  the  Publishing  Board  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Section.  Mr.  Fletcher 
stated  that  the  Sargent  list  of  **  Reading  for 
the  young"  was  now  out  of  print,  and  recom- 
mended that  the  work  of  preparing  a  new  list 
be  presented  to  the  children's  librarians. 

It  was  Voted ^  That  the  Section  undertake  the 
preparation  of  such  a  list,  and  that  the  selec- 
tion of  the  books  be  determined  by  a  commit- 
tee to  be  appointed  by  the  chair  and  announced 
at  her  convenience.  It  was  recommended  that 
a  strong  effort  be  made  to  get  a  sufficient 
amount  of  work  done  on  this  list  to  make  it 
available  for  use  in  the  juvenile  part  of  the 
**  A.  L.  A.  catalog  "  for  1904. 

It  was  decided  to  refer  all  business  arising  in 
the  formal  sessions  of  the  Section  to  meetings 
of  the  active  members,  in  order  to  conserve 
time  for  the  discussion  of  subjects  noted  on 
the  program.     The 

COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

reported  the  following  names:  chairman, 
Frances  Jenkins  Olcott;  secretary,  Alice  D. 
Jordan.  Miss  Olcott  declined  to  accept  the 
nomination,  on  the  score  of  the  very  exacting 
demands  of  her  own  work  during  the  coming 
year.  The  committee  presented  for  alternate 
Miss  Mary  E.  Dousman,  of  Milwaukee.  The 
officers  were  elected  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Section  is  now  fairly  organized  by  virtue 
of  the  special  section  registration  effected  at 
this  meeting.  Twenty  active  members  and  lao 
associate  members  were  registered. 

It  is  highly  important  that  all  children's  li- 
brarians should  be  registered  in  the  Section  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  increase  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  section  work.  Names  for  mem- 
bership may  be  sent  to  Miss  Alice  Jordan, 
Boston  Public  Library. 
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STATE    LIBRARY    COMMISSIONS    ROUND    TABLE. 


A  "ROUND  TABLE »•  meeting  for  the  dis- 
'^  cussion  of  the  work  of  State  Library  Com- 
roissions  was  held  in  the  parlor  of  the  Hotel 
Hesperus  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  June  19. 
Melvil  Dewejr  acted  as  chairman,  and  after 
opening  the  meeting  called  upon  Johnson 
Brigham  to  speak  on 

THB  CAMPAIGN  OF  EDUCATION   BY   THE   STATE 
LIBRARY   COMMISSIONS. 

Johnson  Brigham  :  Having  watched  the 
trend  of  legislation  and  been  associated  with 
legislators  in  both  the  East  and  the  West,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  legislators 
are  the  same  everywhere  :  well  disposed  toward 
libraries,  but  not  intensely  in  earnest  in  their 
support;  willing  to  vote  appropriations  for 
library  commission  work  —  provided  always 
that  there  is  likely  to  be  any  money  left,  after 
appropriations  are  made  for  state  fair  pavilions, 
for  new  buildings  and  additions  for  penal  and 
charitable  institutions,  for  new  public  build- 
ings, and  the  improvement  and  decoration  of 
the  old,  and  for  the  support  of  various  other 
commissions,  from  those  of  inquiry  into  finan- 
cial  and  social  conditions  down  to  those  which 
regulate  the  barber*6  profession. 

The  campaign  of  education  must  be  carried 
up  from  the  kindergarten,  through  the  schools 
and  colleges,  out  among  the  masses  into  the 
farmers'  institutes  and  granges,  the  labor 
unions,  the  practically  religious  organizations 
that  are  giving  daily  demonstration  of  the 
large  amount  of  Christian  work  left  undone  by 
the  churches,  into  the  women's  clubs  —  that 
yet  unmeasured  social  force  for  good  in  our 
community  life  —  and  lastly  —  but  far  from 
least  —  into  the  state  legislature  —  whence 
comes  the  means  whereby  commissions  live 
and  work  and  grow  in  their  capacity  for  public 
service. 

The  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  success  in 
legislation  are  lack  of  knowledge  and  conse- 
quent lack  of  interest,  or  almost  equally  dis- 
heartening, misdirected  effort  to  serve. 

The  shortness  of  the  average  legislative 
career  suggests  to  the  earnest  worker  for  results 
the  necessity  of  a  radical  modification  of  the 


general  campaign  when  legislation  is  the  end 
to  be  attained. 

Like  Grant  at  Donelson,  the  lobbyist  for 
library  legislation  must  move  on  the  enemy's 
works  at  once,  and  the  move  should  be  on  the 
weakest  point  in  the  defence.  What  is  that 
weakest  point  ?  Fortunately  for  this  outline  of 
tactics,  it  is  the  same  everywhere  —  the  indi- 
vidual legislator's  dependence  on  popularity  at 
home,  and  consequent  sensitiveness  to  local 
"  in/^<?oence." 

The  campaigner  must  not  neglect  the  use  of 
any  of  the  usual  means. 

He  must  select  the  right  man  in  the  Senate, 
and  in  the  House,  to  father  his  measure,  and 
he  would  do  well  to  select  one  of  the  two 
who  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  more  than 
results. 

Our  lobbyist  must  see  that  an  early  hearing 
is  given  his  cause  by  the  committee,  or  £ir 
better,  by  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Senate  ami 
House  committee  to  which  his  measure  is 
referred,  and  the  presentation  of  the  case 
should  be  brief  and  pointed,  and  well  backed 
up  by  a  presentation  of  facts  and  conditions 
warranting  the  legislation  prayed  for.  A  few 
representative  women  and  men  as  backing, 
with  the  best  talker  in  the  State  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs  to  deliver  your  peroration  for 
you,  are  aids  not  to  be  disregarded. 

But  the  real  campaign  is  not  there.  One 
strong  letter  from  an  influential  citizen  causes 
the  indifferent  legislator  to  look  around  and 
make  inquiries.  A  dozen  urgent  letters  arouse 
interest.  Forty  or  fifty  letters  will  cause  the 
once  indifferent  legislator  to  wonder  how  anj- 
body  can  be  indifferent  to  a  cause  so  noble! 

If  doubt  still  remain  as  to  success,  there  vet 
remain  the  visiting  delegations.  A  series  of 
cards  sent  in  to  the  senator,  or  representative, 
followed  by  an  earnest  inquiry  after  the  meas- 
ure, with  an  incidental  reference  to  the  locsl 
importance  of  the  bill  and  a  direct  appeal  for 
increased  activity,  coupJed  with  assurances  of 
the  gratitude  with  which  everybody  at  home 
will  regard  his  efforts,  —  all  the  purely  legiti- 
mate means  to  the  accomplishment  of  desirable 
ends  are  reasonably  sure  of  success. 
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But  the  campaign  of  education  when  carried 
into  legislation  should  take  a  wider  range  than 
an  attack  upon  the  public  treasury.  We  should 
not  be  satisBed  with  a  clever  vote,  nor  with  a 
vote  prompted  by  desire  to  win  popularity  at 
home.  Our  best  results  will  come  when  we 
can  acquaint  our  legislators  with  the  real 
quality  and  value  of  the  work  we  are  doing, 
and  what  it  means  to  the  state  at  large,  and  to 
their  own  community. 

The  Chairman  :  We  will  ask  Miss  Hoagland 
to  speak  to  us  on  this  subject. 

Miss  Mbrica  Hoagland  :  What  I  have  to 
say  seems  to  group  itself  naturally  into  the 
*•  Who,  when,  what  *'  order. 

Whom  shall  we  educate  in  this  campaign? 
First,  begin  with  the  individual.  We  have 
found  in  our  state  work  that  it  is  better  to  in- 
terest, first  the  individual  in  any  given  town 
and  from  this  individual,  go  to  a  little  larger 
circle  and  from  that  circle  to  a  mass  meeting  of 
the  people.  How  shall  we  educate  the  indi- 
vidual.^ This  is  a  matter,  of  course,  of  entirely 
personal  arrangement,  for  we  can  interest  the 
individual  in  various  ways.  Do  not  wait  for 
formal  occasions.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the 
best  results  come  in  a  by-the-wayside  talk.  We 
may  meet  some  one  and  ask  **  Have  you  a  public 
library  in  your  city,  and  if  not,  why  not?"  In 
that  way  we  may  start  the  interest  of  the  indi- 
vidual; which  will  likely  lead  to  correspond- 
ence and  possibly  to  an  invitation  for  the 
organizer  or  a  member  of  the  state  commis- 
sion to  visit  a  particular  locality.  Working 
from  that  individual,  we  can  soon  work  through 
a  larger  circle  and  then  again  through  the 
mass  meeting. 

I  think  that  three  visits  to  a  community  de- 
siring to  be  interested  in  the  organization  of 
public  libraries,  are  quite  necessary.  These 
three  visits  may  have  to  be  compressed  into 
one  day.  I  think  the  following  should  be  the 
order  of  the  three  talks  that  should  be  made : 
first,  to  the  individual,  then  to  the  larger  con- 
course of  people,  then  to  the  citizens.  Begin- 
ning with  the  individual,  one  may  soon  learn 
the  local  conditions,  but  we  should  not  attempt 
any  work  in  educating  people  until  we  have 
ascertained  exactly  what  these  are.  The  local 
conditions  in  one  place  may  not  be  the  same  as 
in  others.  We  have  to  fit  the  kind  of  education 
to  be  given  to  the  need.     What  will  be  best  for 


a  small  country  community  will  not  answer,  of 
course,  for  a  larger  city  population. 

Working  out  from  the  few  into  the  mass  is  a 
very  interesting  process,  and  I  think  no  better 
illustration  can  be  given  than  in  the  matter  of 
the  town  of  Greensburg,  Indiana,  which  was 
mentioned  this  morning  in  the  list  of  gifts  from 
Mr.  Carnegie.  The  first  visit  was  to  render 
assistance  to  the  librarian  of  a  school  library. 
There  I  talked  to  the  superintendent  of  schools 
as  to  the  desirability  of  a  public  library  in  that 
place.  He  expressed  an  interest  in  the  matter, 
and  the  cause  was  further  advanced  by  a  visit 
to  two  or  three  of  the  interested  citizens.  Then 
I  was  asked  to  give  advice  concerning  the  laws 
of  Indiana  under  which  a  library  could  be  or- 
ganized in  that  place.  That  first  visit  I  counted 
the  visit  to  the  individual.  Then  came  the  visit 
which  was  to  be  made  to  the  larger  group,  and 
to  the  mass.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Carnegie 
generously  donated  $15,000  to  Greensburg. 
The  mayor's  meeting  and  the  meeting  which 
had  been  called  by  the  women*s  clubs  were 
merged  into  one  and  I  expounded  the  library 
laws  as  best  I  could.  Finally  the  council  threw 
the  responsibility  of  establishing  a  library  in 
that  place  upon  the  people,  and  by  popular 
election  the  matter  was  to  be  decided.  Then 
the  library  committee  telephoned  into  the 
state  commission's  office  and  asked  me  to  come 
and  talk  to  the  people  of  Greensburg  as  to  the 
desirability  and  value  of  a  public  library.  That 
done,  the  election  was  carried. 

Whtn  shall  we  educate?  At  opportune 
times.  I  have  found  that  the  pressing  of  the 
matter  of  the  value  of  a  library  at  inconvenient 
times  has  worked  a  very  disastrous  result  to  the 
project.  You  go  into  the  office  of  a  busy  man 
and  find  him  engaged  in  such  a  manner  that 
he  cannot  possibly  pay  attention  to  you,  and  it 
is  not  a  satisfactory  visit  either  to  you  or  to 
him.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  evening  is 
the  better  time  to  arouse  interest.  It  finds 
people  more  at  their  leisure;  they  are  through 
with  their  day's  occupations }  their  evening 
meal  has  been  finished,  and  they  are  ready  for 
what  may  be  presented.  It  is  not,  however, 
always  possible  or  desirable  to  arrange  an 
evening  meeting.  The  Farmer's  Institutes  are 
the  very  best  sort  of  places  under  *•  when."  In 
the  Farmer's  Institutes  we  can  interest  the 
farmers  and  the  rural  districts  in  the  matter  of 
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travelling  libraries  —  and  the  travelling  libra- 
ries are  only  a  make-shift  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  more  permanent  libraries.  Through 
the  Teacher's  Institutes  verjr  good  results  may 
be  obtained,  and  also  at  the  State  Teachers' 
Associations.  Talks  to  the  students  in  colleges 
and  in  the  normal  schools,  addresses  to  the 
women's  clubs,  in  local  or  state  meetings,  — 
all  of  these  are  agencies  through  which  we  can 
arouse  and  interest  the  public. 

Of  what  shall  this  education  consist?  Whj 
does  the  state  educate  its  children?  Because 
their  ignorance  would  put  the  state  in  jeopardy. 
That,  it  seems  to  me,  was  the  keynote  of  the 
discussion  introduced  by  Dr.  Canfield  last 
evening,  and  I  believe  it  should  be  the  basis  of 
what  we  have  to  say  in  this  matter  of  the  edu- 
cation of  the  public  in  regard  to  public  li- 
braries. They  are  a  part  of  the  educational 
system  of  our  state.  We  must  lay  that  down  as 
an  underlying  principle,  else  I  think  the  library 
system  as  a  system  will  surely  fail.  I  think  it 
has  been  the  cause  of  failure  in  preceding  move- 
ments of  many  of  our  states  that  libraries  have 
not  been  placed  upon  educational  bases. 

This  education  must  also  carry  with  it  some 
indication  of  what  our  state  library  commissions 
and  our  state  library  associations  are  doing  for 
the  people  of  the  several  states.  I  find  in 
going  through  our  state  that  there  are  many  of 
the  communities  not  even  aware  that  we  have 
a  Public  Library  Commission  or  how  long  we 
have  had  one,  or  for  what  the  Public  Library 
Commission  was  created. 

Then,  in  telling  what  the  organization  and 
reorganization  of  public  libraries  really  means, 
emphasis  must  be  placed  on  library  training. 
That  is  one  of  the  points  that  we  must  bring 
forward  if  we  would  educate  the  people  to  the 
highest  appreciation  of  a  public  library.  In 
the  past  all  that  has  been  thought  necessary 
has  been  to  have  a  custodian  in  charge  of  the 
public  library.  To  deal  out  books  over  a  coun- 
ter has  been  the  one  function  for  which  the 
librarian  or  custodian  was  appointed,  but  now 
through  our  regular  library  schools  and 
through  our  summer  library  training  schools 
we  must  show  to  the  people  what  that  training 
means.  I  believe  that  not  until  our  librarians 
can  so  relate  the  libraries  to  their  respective 
communities  that  they  can  see  the  value  of 
them  can  we  attain  the  best  end  and  enlist  the 
interest  of  the  people. 


As  to  the  results,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
are  all  too  anxious  for  the  results.  I  believe 
that  our  work  well  done  should  rest  just  there. 
I  believe  the  results  are  the  responsibility  of 
the  others.  The  very  anxiety  which  some- 
times comes  to  workers  in  this  general  field  of 
library  labor  I  think  hampers  their  future  use- 
fulness and  wears  them  out.  I  believe  that, 
having  done  the  best  we  can  with  this  work, 
the  responsibility  for  the  results  should  not  be 
ours,  but  if  we  would  educate  the  people  ten 
years  from  now,  let  us  begin  now. 

The  Chairman  :  The  topic  is  now  open  for 
discussion. 

F.  A.  HuTCHiNS :  I  recognize  there  are  dif- 
ferences  in   conditions,  but   I    think,  we  very 
often  cheapen   library  work   by   arguing  too 
much  for  it.    You  know  the  story  of  a  little 
boy  who  went  to  school  and  returned  in  a  dis- 
gusted frame  of  mind.    They  asked  him  what 
he   had   learned   and   he  said,    '*  The   teacher 
taught  me  what  I  always  knew  before."    If  yoa 
want  people  to  work  for  you  and  with  you  in 
philanthropic    work,    assume     their    interest 
That  is  often  the  quickest  way  to  get  it.    In 
this  matter  of  getting  libraries  for  small  com- 
munities I  find  too  little  said  about  interesting 
business  men.     I  would  rather  spend  my  time 
with  the  one  man  who  influences  a   hundred 
men  than  to  keep  running  round  after  the  hun- 
dred.   I   have  stopped   going   first  to  address 
mass  meetings  in  small  communities.     Let  the 
mass  meeting  come  later.     Get  your  business 
men  together.    The  business  men  do  not  come 
to  the  mass   meetings;    they    leave  it  to  the 
women.     The  women  want  to  raise  a  librarj 
by  ten-cent  shows,  and  they  frequently  raise  a 
ten-cent  library.    Get  the   business   men  to- 
gether and  say  to  them  :  '  *  Such  and  such  com- 
munities  the  same  size   as    yours    have  good 
libraries.    Those   communities   raised  $2,000 
each ;  surely  you  have  as  much  public  spirit." 
I  went  once  to  a  little  community  which  ms 
trying  to  raise  $100  and  had  asked  me  to  help 
them.     I  went  to  see  a  business  man,  a  banker, 
who  said:  **  Oh,  we  have  tried  libraries;  we 
have  had  a  number  of  them ;   I  have  lost  mr 
interest;  we  raised  $100  for  one."     I  said:  "I 
don't  wonder  you  lost  your  interest.    I  dont 
want  that  kind  of  a  library."     Finally  he  said: 
**  If  they  want  to  raise  $100  I  will  give  $5"  ^ 
told  him:  **  Mr.   Smith,  there  is  a  train  Uut 
leaves  here  in  half  an  hour.     If  you  will  gi^ 
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$100  I  will  stay,  if  you  won't  I  will  take  that 
train/*  The  result  was  that  the  business  men 
raised  $1,900  and  another  man  gave  them 
$6,000,  just  because  they  were  so  much  inter- 
ested. We  cheapen  library  work  by  assum- 
ing that  we  need  to  argue  its  advantages  in 
this  day  and  generation,  and  we  cheapen  it  by 
assuming  that  a  good  library  in  a  community 
can  be  started  by  a  little  enthusiasm,  a  few  old 
books,  and  almost  no  money. 

John  Thomson:  I  want  to  endorse  Mr. 
Hutchins'  remarks.  You  cannot  do  anything 
without  finances.  Do  not  ask  for  the  mini- 
mum, but  ask  for  large  subscriptions.  Take 
your  hat  in  your  hand  and  do  not  argue,  but 
say :  **  This  is  a  good  thing.  I  know  that  you 
believe  it  is  a  good  thing.  Please  help  us," 
and  I  believe  the  work  will  prosper  and  pros- 
per speedily. 

Miss  Hoagland:  Do  you  not  think  it  a 
very  good  thing  to  have  systematic  visits  from 
the  library  commission?  For  instance,  our 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is 
supposed  to  visit  all  the  ninety-two  counties  in 
Indiana  in  two  years.  If  the  Public  Library 
Commission  could  cover  the  ground  in  the 
same  way,  there  would  be  a  sort  of  a  campaign 
of  education. 

The  Chairman  :  I  do  not  believe  the  work 
can  ever  be  done  satisfactorily  in  any  other 
way.  You  cannot  do  by  correspondence  or  by 
print  what  you  can  do  by  personal  contact,  and 
when  the  work  is  organized  in  any  state  it  soon 
demands  the  travelling  librarian  even  more 
than  the  travelling  library,  putting  him  into 
personal  contact  with  those  communities.  We 
are  following  exactly  the  experience  of  the 
schools.  The  School  Commissioner  and  the 
State  Superintendent  and  the  Institute  Con- 
ductor —  those  classes  of  people  must  be  dupli- 
cated for  the  libraries  and  they  must  system- 
atically cover  the  whole  state. 

The  chairman  announced  the  appointment  of 
a 

COMMITTEE    ON    NOMINATIONS 

consisting  of  Mr.  Hutchins,   Miss   Hoagland, 
and  Miss  Hewins. 
Miss  Sharp  was  called  upon  to  speak  on 

SPECIAL      LIBRARY      TRAINING      FOR      STATE 
COMMISSION  LIBRARY  ORGANIZERS. 

Miss  Sharp:  I  can  say  nothing  practical, 
because  so  far  as  the  Illinois  State  Library 


School  is  concerned  we  have  as  yet  no  state 
commission ;  but  I  believe  that  there  is  great 
need  for  special  training  in  the  schools.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  New  York  State  Library 
School  is  peculiarly  fitted  to  give  those  special 
courses. 

Miss  Ahern:  I  would  like  to  ask  for  a  little 
information  as  to  just  what  such  a  course  as 
that  would  cover.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  per- 
sonal element  is  so  large  a  factor  with  the 
people  who  are  going  to  take  up  organizing 
work  that  I  do  not  quite  see  how  you  are  going 
to  teach  the  art  of  successful  organizing  in  your 
library  school.  How  would  you  go  about 
training  organizers  for  a  library  commis- 
sion? 

The  Chairman  :  First,  catch  your  hare.  Get 
only  those,  who  have  executive  qualifications 
and  take  up  with  them  all  the  questions  of 
inspection,  preparation  of  reports  and  returns, 
supervision  of  lists  of  books,  help  in  regard  to 
buildings,  stimulation  of  interest,  raising  of 
funds,  etc.  Instead  of  studying  cataloging  and 
classification,  study  the  work  that  has  to  be 
done  by  inspectors  and  commissions.  The 
advantage  in  Albany  is,  of  course,  that  our 
students  can  be  studying  our  state  system  in 
actual  operation. 

We  should  discourage  any  one  taking  up  the 
course  who  did  not  give  some  evidence  of 
special  fitness.  Otherwise  the  requirements 
are  those  which  are  usually  required  for  ad- 
mission to  the  school  —  graduation  from  a 
college  recognized  as  maintaining  a  high 
standard.  We  take  that  as  a  basis.  In  some 
cases  we  should  be  more  inclined  to  encourage 
a  man  who  had  had  successful  educational  ex- 
perience or  had  done  executive  work  elsewhere. 
His  greater  maturity  and  experience  would  be 
of  advantage  in  that  case. 

Mr.  Brigham:  An  important  feature  of 
this  work  would  be  the  study  of  library  archi- 
tecture. Most  of  our  architects  have  had 
confronting  them  the  last  year  or  two  the 
fact  that  there  is  something  more  needed  for 
library  purposes  than  simply  the  drawing  of  a 
pretty  building.  The  library  schools  should 
train  people  so  that  they  can  instruct  architects 
in  the  proper  working  of  libraries  and  can 
intelligently  insist  on  having  things  right 
instead  of  having  things  wrong.  Some  of  Mr. 
Carnegie*s  gifts  to  our  state  have  been  neutral- 
ized  in   part  by  the  failure  of  architects    to 
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appreciate  that  the  interior  arrangements  are 
the  things  needed. 

Miss  Frances  B.  Hawlby:  In  the  case  of 
one  who  has  not  had  some  actual  experience  in 
library  work,  would  not  the  trustees  of  libra- 
ries to  be  organized  feel  that  thej  were  being 
experimented  upon,  if  their  organizer  was 
simply  a  person  of  college  education  and 
special  training  without  any  actual  experi- 
ence, without  having  tried  certain  methods  in 
certain  places  and  found  them  unsuccessful, 
and  other  methods  in  other  places  and  found 
them  successful? 

Miss  Ahern  :  I  do  not  believe  you  ought  to 
take  college  graduates  for  that  course;  it  ought 
to  be  limited  to  people  who  have  tested  in  the 
actual  field  of  work  not  only  their  own  ability, 
but  the  wants  and  wishes  of  the  people.  If 
there  is  any  criticism  to  be  made  on  the  library 
school  people  it  is  that  they  do  not  know 
people  as  well  as  they  know  books.  If  they 
are  to  deal  with  people  primarily  they  ought 
to  have  a  wider  knowledge  of  human  nature 
than  the  college  graduate  possesses,  even  a 
Ph.  D.  with  a  library  school  diploma  in  his 
hand.  I  think  you  would  do  well  not  to  let 
that  kind  of  people  go  into  that  work  until 
they  have  had  some  actual  experience  in  actual 
library  work. 

The  Chairman:  Go  back  to  your  school 
parallel  again.  If  a  man  has  taken  a  course  for 
a  superintendent*s  position  he  does  not  expect 
to  go  out  as  a  superintendent  at  once.  He  ex- 
pects to  teach  for  a  time.  If  you  take  a  college 
education  as  the  general  basis,  then  a  library 
school  course  of  two  years,  then  from  two  to 
five  years  of  successful  experience  in  a  library, 
you  will  get  good  material  for  this  special 
course  for  supervisory  work. 

Let  us  now  take  up  the  general  subject  of 
the  education  of  librarians,  assistants,  and  trus- 
tees by  round  tables,  institutes,  etc.  We  all 
understand  the  work  of  the  library  schools  and 
of  the  summer  schools.  Now  it  is  a  serious 
problem  for  those  of  us  who  are  engaged  in 
the  state  library  work  to  what  extent  we  are  to 
encourage  the  formation  of  library  schools. 
There  is  need  for  more  workers  than  can  be 
supplied  by  the  well  equipped  schools. 

We  cannot  get  enough  people  who  will  take 
the  full  college  course  and  full  library  school 
training  to  do  all  the  work  that  is  to  be  done 
in  our  libraries.     We  must  either  have  it  done 


by  people  who  have  no  training,  or  else  by 
those  who  can  take  only  superficial  training. 
We  constantly  receive  propositions  to  estab- 
lish small  schools  or  training  classes  at  a  good 
many  points,  but  at  no  single  place  is  there 
any  provision  for  a  faculty.  Now,  to  what 
extent  shall  we  encourage  the  formation  of 
weak  schools  because  we  have  no  others  }  To 
go  back  to  the  school  system  again,  is  not  a 
poor  normal  school  or  tiaining  class  better 
than  none  at  all? 

Miss  HoAGLAND :  We  have  to  meet  the  con- 
dition as  we  find  it,  not  as  we  would  have  it. 
In  the  work  in  our  own  state  we  feel  that  we 
must  raise  the  standard  of  librarianship  in  the 
small  libraries,  and  that  such  training  as  we 
can  give  in  the  short  course  is  better  than  no 
training  at  all. 

The  Chairman  :  Another  question  that  we 
ought  to  consider  is :  Shall  we  multiply  schools 
or  shall  we  increase  the  numbers  in  the  existing 
schools  ?  My  own  impression  is  that  we  would 
get  better  results  to  concentrate  on  a  few 
points  and  build  up  larger  schools  with  better 
facilities,  making  them  in  every  way  stronger. 
But  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  state  prejudice. 
The  same  thing  crops  out  in  other  ways.  Let 
one  state  make  a  list  of  books  and  an  adjoining 
state  is  prone  to  do  that  same  work,  and  per- 
haps not  do  it  half  as  well,  so  as  to  have  their 
own  list.  There  is  a  kind  of  state  pride  that 
prevents  some  states  utilizing  the  work  done 
by  other  states. 

Miss  Ahern  :  Why  not  ask  for  state  normal 
schools  for  training  librarians? 

The  Chairman:  That  is  what  we  have  in 
New  York.  The  state  library  school  is  a  state 
normal  for  librarians. 

Miss  Ahern:  I  mean  branches  of  that  in 
various  localities. 

The  Chairman:  Branches  of  the  normal 
school  ? 

Miss  Ahern  :  Instead  of  two  years  in  Albany, 
have  one  year  in  separate  localities. 

The  Chairman:  Do  you  mean  to  have  it 
connected  with  the  normal  school  or  onlv  on 
the  same  standing  with  the  normal  school? 

Miss  Ahern  :  On  the  same  standing. 

The  Chairman  :  I  think  we  all  agree  that 
we  should  keep  the  library  movement  distinct 
from  the  school  movement,  but  this  is  a  sug- 
gestion that  the  state  establish  in  different 
parts  of  the  state  these  normal  library  schools. 
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just  as  there  are  in  this  state  eight  or  ten 
normal  schools  now,  and  we  have  thirteen  in 
the  state  of  New  York.  I  do  not  believe  that  is 
wise.  When  transportation  was  so  expensive 
yoM  could  do  it,  yo\x  could  carry  your  school  to 
the  people ;  but  now  that  travel  is  so  cheap  and 
so  quick  you  can  get  great  deal  better  results  to 
concentrate  —  that  is,  you  can  more  easily 
bring  your  students  to  the  strong  central  school 
than  to  divide  them  up  among  many  weak 
schools. 

Miss  Hazeltinb  :  I  wish  to  say  a  word  about 
the  summer  school  last  summer  at  Chautauqua. 
We  tried  the  experiment  of  starting  a  summer 
school  for  six  weeks,  to  carry  out  the  idea  that 
Miss  Hoagland  has  already  brought  out,  that 
the  object  is  not  to  create  new  conditions,  but 
to   help  those  that  already  exist.    My  heart 
goes  out  to  the  librarian  of  the  smaller  library, 
because  I  am  one  myself,  and  I  know  all  about 
the  difficulties  of  the  work  in  the  small  libra- 
ries, where  one  is  away  from  other  libraries, 
without  any  one  in  the  town  who  has  any  in- 
spiration or  desire  to  help,  where  you  must  do 
all  the  technical  work  yourself,  give  out  the 
books  yourself,  do  the  reference  work  yourself, 
—  in  fact,  you  must  move  the  whole  institution 
and  introduce  it  to  the  town.     There  are  many 
working   in   that  way  throughout  New  York 
State,  as  there  are  in  every  state  in  the  Union. 
We  were  much  pleased  with  the  result  of  the 
school   last  year.     It  was  the  first  year  that  a 
summer  school  was  conducted  at  Chautauqua. 
We  thought  that  if   twelve  pupils  came  we 
would  have  a  large  school  for  the  first  year,  but 
we  had  forty-one,  representing  twenty  states. 
They  came   from  Texas,   Florida,    Colorado, 
Idaho,  Nebraska,  and  Montana,  besides  Mas- 
sachusetts and   Connecticut  and   New  Jersey 
and   Delaware  and   the  South.     We  taught  as 
much  cataloging  and  classification  as  we  could 
in  the  time  given,  and  shelf  listing  and  acces- 
sion work  and  reference  work  as  we  could,  and 
we  gave  as  much  help  and  inspiration  to  these 
pupils  as  we  could.     We  had  librarians  come 
from  a  distance  —  Mr.  Dewey,  Mr.  Peck,  Mr. 
Elmendorf,  and  several  others.    Those  forty- 
one  pupils  went   home   with   a   new   inspira- 
tion.    I  have  had   letters  from   them   all   the 
year.      The    keynote  of  our  school  was   not 
to  take  those  who  had  never  studied  library 
work.     Our  requirement  was  a   high   school 
education  or  an  equivalent,  and  some  experi- 


ence in  library  work,  in  order  that  the  work 
could  be  established  on  a  high  basis  at  once. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  you  to  know  that  one 
of  the  pupils  was  an  attendant  at  the  first 
American  Library  Association  in  1876  and  a 
subscriber  to  the  first  year  of  the  Library 
yournal,  I  had  a  most  appreciative  letter  from 
him  a  few  weeks  ago  saying  that  besides  carry- 
ing on  the  full  work  of  a  teacher  in  a  school 
near  Philadelphia  he  was  also  expected  to  be 
the  librarian,  and  he  had  reclassified  the  library, 
had  made  an  accession  book  and  a  shelf  list, 
and  he  was  engaged  in  making  a  card  catalog. 

That  is  the  work  we  are  endeavoring  to  do  in 
the  summer  schools  —  to  help  those  who  cannot 
take  the  time  to  take  a  year's  course  or  a  two 
years*  course,  but  can  be  aided  by  a  six  weeks' 
course  to  get  an  idea  of  what  moderix  library 
work  is  and  to  get  inspiration  for  the  work. 
Possibly,  as  the  years  go  by,  we  may  have  a 
second  six  weeks'  course.  Our  clergyman  at 
home,  who  is  a  rather  noted  minister,  spent 
six  or  eight  weeks  last  year  at  Cambridge 
studying  in  the  summer  school.  He  said  he 
was  in  a  small  place  and  therefore  he  mast 
have  some  inspiration  from  the  professors  in 
Harvard.  If  eminent  divines  can  go  to  sum- 
mer schools  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  why 
should  not  the  librarians  of  the  smaller  libra- 
ries, who  need  help  and  inspiration,  do  the 
same? 

Miss  Sharp  :  I  should  like  to  call  attention 
to  a  new  feature  in  the  work  of  the  Wisconsin 
Summer  School  which  seems  to  rae  admirable, 
and  that  is  the  giving  of  supplementary  courses. 
They  started  with  a  general  outline  course,  but 
this  year  the  Wisconsin  Summer  School  is  to 
give  a  supplementary  course  on  the  special  sub- 
ject of  public  documents.  The  Iowa  Summer 
School  is  to  give  a  supplementary  course  on  the 
special  study  of  children's  work.  I  know  the  pur- 
pose of  those  two  summer  schools  is  to  continue 
this  plan  with  the  hope  of  bringing  back  their 
students  so  that  none  of  them  will  be  in  danger 
of  thinking  that  he  or  she  has  had  a  complete 
course  in  six  weeks.  It  is  to  keep  hold  of  the 
students  and  encourage  them  to  read  and  study 
during  the  year,  and  then  to  come  back  each 
year  for  some  special  subject  which  will  be 
given.  It  seems  to  me  a  decidedly  new  feature 
of  the  summer  school  work  —  one  which  leads 
me  to  believe  in  them  very  much  more  strongly 
than  I  used  to. 
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Mr.  Eastman  :  I  wish  Miss  Hazeltine  would 
tell  us  about  the  library  institute  she  conducted 
at  Olean. 

Miss  Hazbltine:  Where  shall  I  begin  — 
there  is  so  much  of  it?  In  all  the  institutes 
held  in  the  state  we  had  two  study  sessions 
and  one  session  for  inspiration  where  we  en- 
deavored to  reach  the  town  people.  At  Olean, 
in  the  sessions  of  which  I  had  the  honor  and 
pleasure  of  being  the  conductor,  we  met  in  the 
afternoon  with  an  audience  of  about  thirty-five, 
representing  twenty  small  libraries  in  four 
western  counties  called  the  **  benighted  dis- 
trict"  of  New  York  State.  We  met  in  the 
reference  room  of  the  town  library  in  the  midst 
of  books,  so  that  was  the  first  point  in  our 
favor, — we  had  the  influence  of  books  about 
us  on  the  shelves.  We  carried  out  the  pro- 
gram just  as  it  was  laid  down,  that  the  students 
might  know  what  was  expected  of  them.  We 
began  with  laying  down  some  principles  as  to 
the  collection  of  books.  It  was  astonishing  to 
see  how  those  people  who  had  come  together 
for  the  first  time,  not  knowing  each  other, 
were  willing,  after  an  introductory  talk,  to  ask 
questions,  because  things  were  said  and  princi- 
ples laid  down  that  had  never  entered  their 
minds  before.  They  had  never  thought  that 
there  was  an  underlying  principle  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books  —  that  they  need  not  select 
books  from  the  advertisements  thev  saw  in  the 
papers,  or  from  what  people  said  about  them. 
They  learned  that  there  was  a  difference  in 
editions,  that  they  could  buy  fifty  books  with 
fifty  dollars  instead  of  twenty-five  books,  if 
they  bought  the  cheaper  editions.  They 
thought  they  must  order  through  a  book  agent, 
—  none  of  them  had  any  local  bookstores,  — 
but  we  showed  them  that  they  need  not  buy  of 
every  agent  that  came  along.  We  discussed 
the  technical  construction  of  the  accession 
book,  which  is  required  in  every  New  York 
library  that  receives  money.  We  gave  them  a 
new  idea  about  the  accession  book,  showing 
them  that  it  is  the  basis  of  insurance.  Most  of 
them  had  their  libraries  in  poorly  constructed 
buildings,  or  in  frame  buildings  in  which  there 
were  various  other  institutions,  such  as  a  post- 
office  or  a  grocery,  and  which  would  burn  eas- 
ily. We  showed  them  that  the  accession  book 
must  be  kept  carefully  in  a  safe  or  carried  to 
another  building,  because  if  the  library  burned 


the  basis  of  insurance  would  be  on  the  acces- 
sion book.  Then  we  went  on  to  discuss  the 
correct  method  of  cataloging  and  clattification, 
and  the  eagerness  with  which  those  people 
asked  questions  and  the  desire  that  they  ex- 
pressed to  go  home  to  carry  out  the  ideas  was 
remarkable.  Then  we  had  our  little  evening 
reception  where  they  met  one  another  and  be- 
came better  acquainted,  and  they  left  very  eager 
to  come  again  next  year.  We  are  invited  to 
hold  the  institute  in  another  town  next  year. 
We  had  in  our  audience  one  man  with  his  wife 
who  has  started  a  library  on  his  own  ideas,  be- 
cause he  feels  his  little  town  needs  it.  He 
shut  up  his  shop  to  come  to  that  institute  and 
he  brought  his  wife,  who  left  her  bread-making 
and  sewing  to  come  with  him.  They  took 
notes  on  everything.  Since  then  I  have  no- 
ticed in  their  local  paper  that  they  have  been 
publishing  lists  of  books  that  were  suggested 
at  the  institute  and  have  put  them  in  the  paper 
with  some  idea  of  classification.  I  have  had 
visits  from  others  who  have  come  to  our  librarv 
to  get  other  ideas.  Just  the  few  results  that  we 
have  had  in  the  five  weeks  since  that  institute 
closed  have  been  most  encouraging  to  us.  It 
was  a  great  thing  for  those  people  who  have 
been  working  in  small,  isolated  communities, 
needing  sympathy  and  friendly  help,  to  know 
that  there  were  people  in  the  world  who  would 
help  them,  who  were  interested  in  the  same 
work  they  were  doing.  It  was  not  so  much  the 
technical  instruction  that  they  received,  al- 
though we  hope  that  was  a  benefit  to  them, 
but  it  was  the  friendly,  helpful,  sympathetic 
touch. 

There  are  four  representatives  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua library  school  in  attendance  at  this 
meeting  of  the  A.  L.  A. 

Miss  He  WINS:  We  had  a  very  interesting 
one  day's  teaching  recently.  We  heard  a  little 
while  ago  from  the  Springfield  library  that  one 
of  Miss  James*  assistants  at  Wilkesbarre  vras 
going  to  Springfield  to  give  two  or  three  days* 
instruction  in  mending  library  books.  We 
engaged  her  to  stop  in  Hartford  for  two  days, 
and  then  we  sent  out  an  invitation  to  the  Con- 
necticut librarians  to  come  to  Hartford  to  learn 
about  new  methods  of  pasting  and  mending. 
About  forty  came  and  they  had  a  most  inter- 
esting and  profitable  day. 

The  chairman  introduced  the  subject  of 
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The  Chairman  :   In   our  commission  work 
we  feel  the  need  of  having  the  same  privileges 
of  sending  books  through  the  mail  at  the  same 
rate    that    is    allowed    newspapers.      Senator 
Lodge  is  warmly  interested  in  this  matter  and 
Judge  Lawrence   has  also   introduced   it  into 
the  House.     President  Roosevelt  has  also  ex- 
pressed a  warm  interest  in  it.     If  we  will  work 
together  we  can  get  that  privilege.     We  ought 
all  of  us,  when   the  matter  comes   up   at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  to  write  to  our  Sen- 
ator or  Representative  and  show  him  that  we 
are  thinking  about  it  and  that  we  want  that 
privilege,  especially  those  of  us  in   the  state 
commissions.   If  every  state  commission  would 
act  officially  this  measure  would  certainly  go 
through. 

Has  any  one  anything  to  say  on  this  postal 
question  ?  I  think  it  would  be  a  wise  thing  if 
this  meeting  would  pass  a  vote  asking  the 
Council  to  ask  Congress  to  pass  a  law  giving 
us  this  privilege. 

Mr.  Brigham:  We  cannot  do  much  until 
we  convert  the  leading  men  in  the  A.  L.  A. 

The  Chairman  :  Do  you  think  that  because 
one  or  two  or  three  men  object  to  a  thing  we 
ought  to  go  without  it.^ 

Mr.  Brigham  :  No,  but  my  feeling  is  that 
even  if  we  were  all  of  one  accord  in  this  matter 
and  a  man  of  as  great  prominence  as  Dr.  Bill- 
ings says,  "  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  ask  for 
it,"  it  is  unfortunately  the  fact  that  one  such 
man  can  neutralize  our  action  by  his  negative 
position,  especially  if  he  is  supposed  to  be  in- 
terested and  is  giving  reluctant  testimony. 

The  Chairman  :  I  assume  that  any  one  in- 
terested in  public  library  work  is  in  favor  of 
having  this  facility  for  distributing  books.  It 
is  simply  the  question  whether  or  not  books, 
belonging  to  public  libiaries  and  recognized  as 
such,  may  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  as  the 
newspapers  are  in  the  way  of  a  low  rate  of 
postage.  The  objections  are  chiefly  based  on 
theories  that  are  not  consistent  with  the  facts. 
These  books  will  be  circulated  within  a  small 
radius.  If  they  were  going  to  be  sent  from 
here  to  San  Francisco  it  would  be  expensive, 
but  except  in  rare  cases  the  people  that  want 


them  will  send  for  them  to  the  nearest  point. 
But  even  supposing  there  were  a  loss  —  in 
Canada  and  Australia  and  in  other  countries 
there  is  a  provision  for  sending  such  books 
through  the  mail  without  any  charge.  How 
many  of  those  present  think  we  ought  to  have 
this  privilege? 

A  show  of  hands  was  taken,  which  proved 
unanimous  in  the  affirmative. 

W.  E.  Henry:  Do  I   understand   that  the 
bill  providing  for  these  rates   is  now  before 
Congress. 
The  Chairman  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Henry  :  I  would  like  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion. The  thing  that  is  left  for  everybody 
to  do  is  never  done.  If  some  one  will  keep 
track  of  that  bill  and,  when  the  time  comes  for 
action  upon  it,  send  a  circular  letter  all  over 
the  United  States  asking  all  librarians  who 
believe  in  it  to  write  to  their  congressmen, 
urging  its  special  support  and  assigning  the 
reasons  for  that,  I  believe  it  will  be  passed. 

The  Chairman  :  It  is  not  competent  for  this 
body  to  promulgate  anything  as  coming  from 
the  A.  L.  A.  But  it  is  perfectly  proper  to 
instruct  our  secretary  to  notify  members  when 
that  bill  is  to  be  acted  upon  and  to  ask  the 
Council  of  the  Association  to  give  it  their  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Henry  :  I  move  that  those  who  register 
as  members  of  this  section  should  ask  the 
secretary  to  inform  them  when  the  proper  time 
comes  for  action  on  this  matter.      Voted. 

The  Chairman:  Now  shall  we  request  the 
Council  to  pass  a  resolution  endorsing  the 
opinion  of  the  State  Library  Commission 
Section  that  pound  postal  rates  should  be 
granted  on  library  books? 

The     motion    was    made,     seconded,     and 
carried. 
The  report  of  the 

COMMITTEE   ON   NOMINATIONS 

was  presented,  submitting  the  names  of  Mr. 
Dewey  as  chairman  and  Miss  Gratia  Country- 
man as  secretary  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
report  was  accepted  and  the  officers  unani- 
mously elected.    The  meeting  then  adjourned. 
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A  "  ROUND  TABLE  "  meeting  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  work  of  State  Library 
Associations  was  held  in  the  New  Magnolia 
Hotel,  Magnolia,  Mass.,  on  the  evening  of 
Wednesday,  June  i8.  The  meeting  was  con- 
ducted by  Mist  Beatrice  Winser,  chairman, 
and  was  called  to  order  at  8.30  p.m.  The  chair- 
man introduced  Melvil  Dewey,  to  whom  had 
been  assigned  the  subject 

THE    FUNCTIONS   OF  A   STATE    LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  Dewey:  When  in  New  York  omnibuses 
first  went  on  the  streets,  it  was  a  great  improve- 
ment. Street  cars  were  a  great  improvement 
on  omnibuses.  Then  came  e;levated  railways 
and  cable  and  trolley  cars.  Now  the  city  is 
torn  to  pieces  and  honeycombd  with  tunnels, 
preparing  for  still  more  rapid  transit.  The 
work  of  a  state  library  association  just  now 
is  very  like  that  of  the  subway  in  New  York 
City.  We  are  taking  on  new  functions  and  a 
new  conception  of  what  library  work  is. 

A  state  library  association  works  in  both 
directions.  We  had  the  International  Library 
Conference  in  1876;  we  had  another  in  London 
at  the  time  of  the  Queen's  jubilee  in  1897.  We 
have  these  great  national  A.  L.  A.  meetings. 
We  have  also  interstate  meetings  —  that  at  At- 
lantic City  brought  together  delegates  from  half 
a  dozen  states;  library  week  at  Lake  Placid 
drew  prominent  workers  from  fifteen  states 
and  two  provinces.  There  will  be  another 
interstate  group  soon  near  Chicago  and  Wis- 
consin, and  there  will  be  still  another  in  the 
South.  We  thus  have  these  interstate, 
national,  and  international  meetings  above  the 
state  library  association,  of  which  this  is  dis- 
tinctly the  time.  Almost  every  state  has  and 
wili  continue  to  have  one.  I  am  president  this 
year  of  the  State  Library  Commissions  Section, 
and  we  have  a  full  program  and  are  doing 
active  work,  but  the  state  library  commission 
is  merely  a  temporary  expedient,  a  scaffolding 
to  bridge  us  over  to  our  permanent  organizar 
tion  of  state  library  departments  similar  to 
the  state  school  departments. 


In  1805,  in  New  York  City,  was  organizec 
the  Public  School  Society.  It  worked  to  estab 
blish  public  schools  till  1853,  curiously  thever] 
year  that  the  first  convention  of  librarians  ii 
the  world  was  held.  That  year  the  Pablu 
School  Society  stopt  its  work  and  tumd  ovei 
its  property  of  $600,000  to  the  public,  becaaa 
the  time  had  come  for  the  public  to  carry  01 
this  work  for  itself.  Like  this,  the  state  librar 
commission  is  to  bridge  us  over  to  our  fina 
organization,  but  the  state  library  associatioi 
is  a  permanent  institution. 

The  library  movement  is  duplicating  noiiii 
or  quite  every  one  of  the  great  movements  that 
developed  the  American  system  of  public 
schools.  The  great  work  of  the  Library  Aiso- 
ciation,  with  its  different  agencies,- is  to  edu- 
cate the  public —  individuals,  communities,  and 
legislatures — to  understand  that  libraries  uc 
just  as  essential  as  schools,  that  they  are  costlj. 
that  they  must  have  large  state  appropriatiooi 
and  liberal  local  support. 

I  remember  at  the  first  A.  L.  A.  meeting  is 
Philadelphia,  when  one  of  the  most  prominent 
proprietary  librarians   objected  to  free  polific 
libraries,   I   said,   **  You    might  just  as  veO 
object  to  free  public  schools."     He  replied,  **! 
do  object.    The  state  has  no  right  to  tax  me 
to  educate  the  children  of  my  neighbor."  I 
answered,    "We    rest    the    case   there.    The 
library  stands  on  exactly  the  same  plane.**  The 
American  public   have    decided    for  the  free 
public  school  and  they  are  supporting  it  each 
year   with    greater   and    greater    generofitr. 
There  is   nothing  for  which  taxes  are  paid  10 
willingly  and  so  liberally;  nothing  would  f» 
quickly  create  a    revolution  as  to  take  a«a/ 
from  the  public  the  free  public  school. 

This  library  movement  started  as  the  sdioo' 
movement  started,  with  the  voluntary  assodt- 
tion  of  workers  who  gave  their  time  and  mooej 
to  educate  the  public  to  the  point  of  takiof  op 
the  public  service  as  a  public  charge.  { 

The  state  library  association  stands  is  tbr 
middle.  Above  it  are  interstate  and  xA^offd 
and  international  meetings.  Below  it,  is  0 
own  state,  we  follow  the  same  lines  widi  tie 
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schools.  Thej  have  not  only  state  but  sec- 
tional conferences,  and  teachers  from  various 
counties  or  from  neighboring  towns  come 
together  to  compare  notes  and  to  help  each 
other  on.  Ai^r  the  state  library  association 
similarly  come  sectional,  county,  or  more  local 
clubs ;  then  the  individual  library ;  then  home 
and  house  libraries,  thus  going  not  only  to  the 
community  with  the  public  library,  but  into 
summer  hotel,  factory,  farm  house,  and  other 
small  centers  away  from  library  privileges.  Li- 
brarians are  recognizing  more  and  more  the 
function,  growing  stronger  every  year,  of  guid- 
ance not  alone  in  consulting  books  in  the  library 
or  in  borrowing  books  and  carrying  them  home, 
but  in  selecting  books  for  those  who  wish  to  buy 
them  for  themselves  and  make  a  personal  . 
library. 

The  state  association,  a  voluntary  union  of 
the  most  active  and  earnest  librarians,  will 
therefore  be  a  permanent  institution,  but  when- 
ever a  state  has  its  organized  library  depart- 
ment, just  as  it  has  its  school  department,  the 
work  of  the  state  library  commission  will  be 
merged  into  that.  The  work  of  the  state  li- 
brary ought  to  be  under  a  state  board  called 
trustees  of  the  state  library,  or  what  you  will ; 
but  a  single  body  in  charge  of  all  library  inter- 
ests in  the  state.  That  carries  with  it  another 
grave  responsibility  of  the  state  association, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  problems  with  which 
we  have  to  deal :  training  competent  librarians. 
The  public  school  system  amounted  to  little, 
till,  by  persistent  effort  of  the  association,  and 
the  development  of  state  departments,  of  insti- 
tutes, and  of  various  other  agencies,  teachers 
were  traind  to  their  work.  We  are  recogniz- 
ing that  more  and  more  in  the  library  field. 
We  are  still  in  a  rudimentary  stage  in  respect 
to  this.  The  number  of  people  who  can  come 
to  library  schools  for  two  full  years  of  profes- 
sional training  is  very  small,  compared  with 
the  number  that  must  work  in  libraries. 

Our  plan  in  New  York  is  to  supplement  the 
two  years'  course  with  summer  courses.  We 
have  promist  for  some  time  a  correspondence 
course,  and  expect  soon  to  begin  it.  It  will 
not  be  as  good  as  personal  contact,  but  a  great 
deal  better  than  no  guidance,  and  in  the  last 
few  years  the  capacity  for  usefulness  in  cor- 
respondence teaching  has  been  shown  to  be 
very  great.  Schools  like  the  International 
Correspondence   School   in   Scranton,   started 


merely  as  a  business  venture,  have  grown  to 
immense  proportions  and  have  done  a  great  . 
deal  of  practical  service;  they  mingle  with 
education  that  fatal  element  of  commercialism 
which  will  be  eliminated  as  soon  as  the  public 
understands  its  needs  in  this  respect.  Beyond 
that,  there  is  the  new  work  of  this  year,  which 
Dr.  Canfield  will  tell  us  about, —  the  Library 
Institutes,  which  have  been  very  promising.  I 
think  we  must  go  a  step  further  than  the  insti- 
tute and  go  to  tlie  scatterd  libraries  with  what 
I  call  round  tables.  We  must  reach  not  a 
dozen  counties,  but  merely  a  few  adjoining 
towns.  Wherever  we  can  get  a  dozen  libra- 
rians or  their  assistants  together,  an  inspector 
or  two,  traind  especially  for  that  work,  should 
meet  them  for  a  day  or  two  and  rouse  their 
interest  and  enthusiasm,  answering  their  ques- 
tions. Very  likely  they  will  be  interested 
enough  in  the  round  table  to  go  to  the  next 
institute,  and  the  interest  there  may  lead  them 
to  take  the  correspondence  work  and  then  they 
may  go  to  the  summer  school  for  six  weeks  and 
some  may  later  take  the  full  two  years*  course. 
A  variation  that  will  be  new  to  many  of  you 
we  are  discussing  in  our  faculty,  and  I  think 
we  shall  adopt,  to  give  our  summer  course 
hereafter  in  rotation,  or  sequence.  We  will 
take  six  weeks  one  year  for  nothing  but  cata- 
loging and  classification  under  our  best  teachers 
and  with  all  our  facilities.  The  next  year  we 
will  take  bibliography  and  reference  work  and 
give  six  weeks  of  solid  work  to  that  subject. 
The  third  year  we  will  give  six  weeks  to  general 
library  administration,  omitting  classification, 
reference  work,  etc.  So,  in  three  consecutiv  * 
years,  we  shall  rapidly  cover  the  whole  field. 

We  have  also  in  connection  with  our  great 
Chautauqua  Institution  a  general  library  school 
of  six  weeks  that  covers  the  whole  field  in  the 
usual  way.  Our  hope  is  that  those  who  can- 
not get  the  full  two  years'  training  will  go  to 
Chautauqua  first  for  six  weeks  and  get  a  birds- 
eye  view  of  the  whole  subject.  They  will  thus 
become  acquainted  with  our  teachers  and  they 
will  keep  in  correspondence  with  them  and 
read  and  study  under  their  direction  for  a  year. 
The  next  year  some  will  take  one  of  our  three 
rotation  courses  and  become  more  closely  ac- 
quainted and  read  and  study  on  those  lines. 
The  third  and  fourth  years  they  can  take  the 
other  courses,  and  thus  in  four  years  the  libra- 
rian who  can  get  away  from  home  only  six 
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weeks  out  of  each  year  will  secure,  first  a  birds- 
eje  view,  and  then,  in  our  three  courses,  with 
reading  and  study  in  the  meantime  and  with 
correspondence  with  our  teachers,  he  will  be 
able  really  materially  to  increase  his  efficiency. 

Thus,  in  a  nutshell,  I  outline  the  work 
of  the  state  library  association  as  a  perma- 
nent educational  force.  Whatever  organiza- 
tion may  come,  we  must  always  have  a  volun- 
tary association  in  each  state  of  those  specially 
interested  in  library  work  who  shall  co-oporate 
with  the  interstate,  national,  and  international 
associations  above  it  and  with  the  sectional 
and  local  and  individual  libraries  on  the  other 
side,  that  will  stand  constantly  within  that 
state  as  an  advisory  council,  that  will  study  all 
the  while  the  wants  of  that  section  of  the 
library  field  and  to  the  extent  of  its  abilities 
help  to  carry  on  this  great  work  to  which  we 
have  given  our  lives. 

The  Chairman:  Mr.  Dewey  has  so  ably 
outlined  the  functions  of  the  state  library  asso- 
ciation that  we  must  all  feel  that  the  state 
associations  are  going  to  do  a  work  that  the 
A.  L.  A.  can  no  longer  do.  It  cannot  do  the 
things  it  has  done  in  the  past  on  account  of  its 
increasing  size,  and  the  smaller  libraries  are 
certainly  going  to  gain  more  from  state  meet- 
ings than  they  can  from  a  large  meeting  like 
this,  which  cannot  treat  of  technical  matters 
and  go  into  details  in  the  way  that  the  small 
associatiohs  can. 

Anderson  H.  Hopkins:  It  is  a  source  of 
peculiar  gratification  to  me  to  hear  what  Mr. 
Dewey  has  just  said,  because  less  than  six 
weeks  ago  the  Illinois  State  Library  Associa- 
tion did  exactly  what  Mr.  Dewey  said  was  the 
right  thing  to  do,  and  it  was  done  with  con- 
siderable fear  and  trembling.  The  state  of 
Illinois  has  been  without  a  library  commission. 
The  state  library  association  has  made  vain 
efforts  for  six  years  to  get  one,  and  at  last  it 
detennined  to  be  one  itself,  and  it  is  now  a 
state  library  commission  without  legislation. 
At  its  last  meeting  it  revised  its  constitution, 
following  as  closely  as  it  could  the  constitution 
of  the  A.  L.  A.,  and  elected  a  council  that  it 
might  thereby  gain  continuity  of  policy.  Pro- 
vision was  also  made  to  incorporate  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  so  that  it  could  hold  property. 
It  is  now  ready  to  get  the  property,  and  means 
to  get  it  as  soon  as  it  can  and  begin  the  work 
of  a  state  library  commission. 


Miss  Cbcklia  Lambert  spoke  on 

HOW  CAN  A  STATE  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
BEST  AROUSE  INTEREST  IN  TOWNS  AND 
VILLAGES  WHICH  ARE  TOTALLY  WITHOUT 
LIBRARY   FACILITIES.' 

In  New  Jersey,  to  our  discredit,  we  have  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  places  entirely  without 
library  facilities,  of  over  one  thousand  popula- 
tion, and  New  Jersey  is  a  prosperous  state  with 
a  surplus  of  $2,000,000  in  the  treasury. 

We  are  safe  in  saying  that  most  of  these 
places,  and  those  in  other  states  as  well,  have 
reached  that  stage  in  their  development  where 
they  are  conscious,  at  least,  that  the  public 
library  is  a  good  thing  to  have.  State  associ- 
ations, then,  have  never  had  a  more  encourag- 
ing outlook  for  their  work.  It  is  true  that  the 
treasuries  of  these  organizations  are  in  a  state 
of  chronic  emptiness,  but  with  some  time,  an 
organized  plan  of  campaign,  and  a  great  deal 
of  energy,  money  is  not  the  item  of  greatest 
importance  after  all. 

The  libraries  which  have  come  into  existence 
in  the  small  towns  under  my  own  observation 
are  due,  without  exception,  to  the  enterprise 
and  unselfish  efforts  of  some  one  determined 
person.  It  is  with  the  individual  then  that 
associations  can  accomplish  their  most  effective 
work. 

How  is  this  one  interested  person  to  become 
known  to  the   association?     In  our  state  the 
library  commission   employs    this   method:  a 
communication  has  been  sent  to  the  principal 
of  the  public  school  of  each  town  where  there 
is  no  library  asking  for  the  names  of  citizeni 
of  good  standing  who  would  take  an  active  in- 
terest in   the  establishment   of  a   free  public 
library  under  municipal  control.      A  copy  of 
the  data  obtained  will   be  turned  over  to  the 
secretary    of   our    state     library    associatioa. 
The  correspondence  which  has  been  opened  up 
in    this    way    reveals    many    interesting  and 
pathetic  facts.     From  one  place  came  the  fol- 
lowing sorrowful  letter :  "  My  father  gave  1 
library  to  this  town  and  kept  it  stocked  with 
books.      When   he  died    there   was   no  more 
money,  but  I  kept  the  rooms  opened  and  gart 
my  services  without  chargre  until  the  drcaU- 
tion  dwindled  away  into  nothing  and  nowtbe 
library  is  dead  too.     Can  your  association  ii^ 
anything  for  us  ?  " 

Another  writes:  **We    are  very  poor— the 


STATE  UDRARY  ASSOCIATIONS:  ROUND  TABLE. 


239 


two  beer  saloons  on  opposite  corners  of  the 
main  street  have  all  the  money  there  is  in  this 
town.  What  can  anybody  do  under  these  cir- 
cumstances?" And  the  saloon  with  its  open 
fire,  easy  chairs,  and  yellow  journals  is  indeed 
a  formidable  force  in  opposition  to  the  work 
which  we  are  trying  to  do. 

When  we  answer  the  cry  of  the  heathen  we 
do  not  send  a  box  of  Bibles,  much  good  and 
cheerful  advice,  and  a  cordial  and  pressing  in- 
vitation to  attend  our  meetings.  We  send  a 
competent  person  to  take  hold  of  the  difficulties 
and  overcome  them.  Until  state  associations 
use  these  same  methods  in  their  missionary 
work  they  will  not  have  helped  the  small 
towns  and  villages  in  the  best  and  most  direct 
way,  for  I  venture  to  say  that  one  such  visit 
will  accomplish  more  than  many  meetings. 

This  leads  up  to  the  question  '*  Whom  shall 
the  state  associations  send?"  and  the  answer 
is  not  so  easy;  but  where  there  is  a  will  there's 
a  way,  and  perhaps  we  may  find  it  at  this  meet- 
ing. At  any  rate,  we  are  very  clear  in  our  minds 
as  to  the  kind  of  missionary  whom  we  should 
send.  This  should  be  an  attractive,  capable, 
tactful,  and  business-like  person.  An  almost 
equally  important  point  is  advertising.  When 
a  business  man  makes  a  business  venture  he 
puts  aside  a  certain  sum,  and  not  a  small  one, 
for  advertising.  If  we  want  every  city,  town, 
and  village  in  the  state  to  know  what  we  are 
for,  and  what  we  are  doing,  we  must  tell  them 
and  keep  on  telling  them.  Every  well  organ- 
ized body  has  a  press  committee.  Library  as- 
sociations may  have  them,  but  I  have  never 
heard  of  one. 

Library  associations  can  make  the  best 
possible  use  of  the  *'  A.  L.  A.  tracts."  They 
are  just  what  the  newly  interested  citizen  or 
inexperienced  board  of  trustees  needs. 

Library  enthusiasm  is,  happily,  the  kind  that 
is  very  catching,  and  every  time  the  associa- 
tion has  a  meeting  the  state  should  be  suffused 
with  it.  If  only  these  meetings  were  not  such 
strenuous  affairs !  I  thoroughly  sympathize 
with  the  indignant  little  woman  from  an  out- 
of-the-way  place,  who  said :  *'  I  didn*t  get  up 
at  five  o'clock  this  morning  and  travel  for 
hours  to  listen  to  papers  on  fifteenth  century 
bookbindings.  I  want  to  know  how  to  run  a 
library.**  And  if  she  had  not  an  opportunity 
for  getting  the  information  for  which  she  came 
the  meeting  was  just  that  much  of  a  failure. 


If  we  are  to  arouse  the  interest  of  towns  and 
villages  without  libraries,  let  us  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  all,  that  they  may  be  inspired  with 
the  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  which  charac- 
terizes the  library  profession. 

Miss  Ida  F.  Farrar  read  a  paper  on 

HOW  SHOULD  THE  PROGRAM  FOR  A  STATE 
LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION  MEBTIXO  BE  MADE 
UP  TO  BE  OF  THE  MOST  USE  TO  THE 
LIBRARIANS   OF    SMALL   LIBRARIES? 

The  small  library,  as  used  in  this  connection, 
contains  anywhere  from  200  volumes  or  less 
to  10,000  or  more.  In  spite  of  the  increasing 
number  of  graduates  from  library  schools,  those 
in  charge  of  the  smallest  libraries,  with  salaries 
varying  from  $5  to  $100  a  year,  are  and  will 
continue  to  be  untrained  people.  They  need 
then  three  things  which  the  meetings  of  a 
state  library  association  can  give  them :  in- 
spiration, a  conception  of  what  they  may 
accomplish  with  the  means  at  hand,  and  prac- 
tical help  in  matters  of  detail.  These  we  will 
consider  in  our  study  of  the  make  up  of  the 
program.  To  rightly  understand  this  we  must 
go  back  to  the  program  maker,  who,  for  the 
sake  of  convenience,  we  will  assume  is  the 
secretary  and  a  woman.  She  will  usually  have 
the  advice  of  the  executive  committee  along 
general  lines,  but  the  following  of  details  and 
often  the  suggesting  of  subjects  will  fall  upon 
her  shoulders.  The  secretary  consequently 
will  be  chosen  not  only  because  of  her  execu- 
tive ability,  but  because  she  is  sympathetic  and 
tactful.  She  will  make  a  study  of  the  small 
library  and  its  possibilities  and  try  to  put  her- 
self in  the  place  of  every  librarian  she  meets, 
from  the  busy  housekeeper  who  has  to  answer 
a  request  for  a  book  when  her  cooking  is  at 
a  critical  point  or  the  baby  is  just  falling 
asleep,  to  the  trained  librarian  of  10,000  vol- 
umes, housed  in  a  beautiful  memorial  building. 
Both  of  these  people  are  types  in  every  group 
of  small  libraries. 

The  program  maker  will,  either  through  cor- 
respondence or  personal  visits,  —  the  latter  are 
preferable,  —  make  herself  acquainted  with  li- 
brary problems  in  the  town  where  the  next 
meeting  is  to  be  held.  As  these  are  likely  to 
be  the  problems  of  other  towns,  she  will  ar- 
range for  the  discussion  of  at  least  one  of 
them.  For  example :  Spruceland  needs  a  read- 
ing room :   the  librarian  and  the  minister  are 
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keenly  alive  to  the  need ;  the  next  meeting  of 
the  club  is  to  be  held  there;  the  tactful  secre- 
tary sees  the  opportunity  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  people.  Another  town  of  about  the 
same  size  has  a  reading  room :  the  librarian 
there  can  tell  how  it  was  established  and  how 
it  is  maintained;  another  can  discuss  the  rela- 
tive merits  of  periodicals ;  another  the  matter 
of  discipline ;  the  minister  may  speak  of  the 
value  of  a  reading  room  in  the  community  as 
a  moral  power,  and  all  this  is  planned  for  an 
hour  in  the  afternoon  when  townspeople  can  be 
present,  the  librarian  having  previously  adver- 
tised the  meeting.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a 
reading  room  will  be  established  inSpruceland 
as  the  result  of  this  meeting. 

The  program  maker  will  not  only  visit  the 
place  of  meeting,  but  surrounding  towns,  for 
every  state  meeting  must  be  to  some  extent  a 
sectional  meeting,  since  distance  and  irregu- 
larity of  trains  will  seldom  permit  attendance 
from  all  parts  of  the  state.  If  the  secretary  is 
the  kind  of  person  I  have  described  she  will 
not  begrudge  a  part  of  her  vacation  for  these 
trips.  She  will  not  only  come  into  close 
touch  with  people  engaged  in  library  work, 
but  will  also  visit  ministers,  teachers,  and 
school  superintendents,  and  will  seldom  meet 
with  any  difficulty  in  enlisting  their  services. 
She  will  keep  a  list  of  these  people  and  when- 
ever a  meeting  is  held  in  their  vicinity  will 
invite  them  to  be  present  and  speak. 

As  to  the  program  itself:  once  a  year,  at 
least,  probably  at  the  annual  meeting  if  the 
attendance  is  largest  then,  should  come  an  in- 
spiring address.  Some  minister  who  is  known 
always  to  be  bright  and  helpful  will  give  it  and, 
with  a  little  explanation  as  to  what  is  wanted, 
will  choose  his  own  subject  and  treat  it  as  he 
likes.  He  will  impress  his  audience,  those 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  with  the 
utmost  respect  for  its  high  calling. 

The  librarian  of  a  small  country  library  re- 
cently wrote  the  president  of  a  club  saying :  *'  We 
have  $ioo  a  year  to  expend  for  books :  I  have 
notices  of  12,000  books  sent  me  yearly,  all  of 
which  are  said  to  be  invaluable  to  any  library; 
how  am  I  to  choose  ?  "  Here  is  a  chance  for  the 
library  club  to  help,  for  it  is  a  problem  which 
comes  to  all  its  members.  They  may  all  be  in- 
vited to  contribute  to  a  list  of  100  of  the  best 
books  of  the  year  to  be  discussed  at  the  mid- 
winter meeting,  the   time   when   there  is  the 


greatest  output  of  books  and  when  libraries  are 
purchasing.  This  list  may  be  annotated  and 
printed  just  before  the  meeting  in  tome  local 
paper,  and  reprints  made  so  that  each  person 
present  shall  have  a  copy.  This  book  talk  may 
be  a  yearly  feature. 

The  other  subjects  should  be  so  far  as  possi- 
ble along  lines  which  members  of  the  club 
have  suggested.  These  suggestions  may  come 
in  answer  to  a  call  on  the  pro^gram  or  as  the 
result  of  the  personal  observations  of  the  sec- 
retary or  president  in  their  visits. 

Avoid  fine  technicalities  of  detail :  the  school 
graduate  has  no  need  of  them,  the  busy  house- 
keeper will  only  be  bewildered  by  them.  A 
discussion  of  the  classification  of  music^  for 
instance,  which  had  a  perfectly  legitimate  place 
on  the  recent  program  of  a  club  composed  for 
the  most  part  of  large  libraries,  would  be 
utterly  out  of  place  on  the  program  of  a  club 
composed  of  small  country  libraries.  The 
comparing  of  notes  as  to  a  simple  plan  of  clas- 
sification, the  repairing  of  books,  the  making 
of  a  book,  the  best  methods  of  binding  —  these 
are  all  practical  topics  for  any  library  and 
hence  for  the  small  one.  Leave  plenty  of  time 
for  discussion.  If  the  subject  of  the  *'  Relation 
between  the  school  and  the  library,**  which  is 
such  a  favorite  one,  is  on  the  program  it  will  be 
worth  while  to  devote  half  or  even  the  whole 
of  one  session  to  it.  Ask  the  school  superin- 
tendent of  that  group  of  towns  to  close  the 
schools  for  a  half  day  and  be  present  and  lead 
the  discussion  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
school.  The  teachers  will  all  be  present,  and 
if  any  have  made  a  point  of  interesting  the 
children  in  books  be  sure  that  they  tell  how 
they  did  it.  If  the  secretary  does  not  know  of  the 
work  of  the  teachers  in  question  let  her  invite 
one  from  another  locality  whose  work  she  does 
know.  A  librarian  will  open  the  discussion 
from  his  standpoint.  Some  of  the  older  pupils 
in  the  school  will  be  invited,  and  some  one  who 
understands  children  will  speak  to  them  on 
**  What  we  may  discover  in  books.**  A  teacher 
who  attended  such  a  meeting  recently  said,  **  If 
school  institutes  were  as  interesting  as  this 
library  institute  has  been  I  should  not  dread 
them  so." 

Suppose  the  subject  of  the  **  Relation  between 
the  Sunday-school  library  and  the  public 
library  **  be  suggested.  The  secretary  will 
write  to  a  number  of  towns  asking  questions  as 
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to  the  condition  of  the  two  and  the  practicability 
of  their  working  in  common.  Prominent 
Sunday-school  workers  will  be  invited  to  be 
present  and  one  of  their  number  asked  to  lead 
the  discussion  from  that  side,  the  librarian  of  a 
public  library  from  her  viewpoint,  and  as  a 
result  of  the  vigorous  discussion  which  will 
follow,  a  union  of  the  forces  of  both  libraries 
will  be  brought  about  in  many  towns. 

The  program-maker  has  seen  how  much 
more  good  maybe  accomplished  by  the  library 
in  every  town  by  the  distribution  of  books 
through  branches.  She  asks  a  librarian  who 
has  met  with  success  in  this  matter  to  come  to 
the  next  meeting  and  tell  how  she  did  it. 
Letters  are  sent  out  two  weeks  before  the  date 
set  asking  questions  like  these  : 

Have  you  any  branch  libraries  ? 

Who  takes  care  of  them  ? 

How  many  books  do  you  send  ? 

How  often  do  you  exchange  them  ? 

What  IS  the  nature  of  the  community  to 
which  you  send  them  ? 

Do  the  people  appreciate  them  ? 

Will  you  not  take  part  in  the  discussion  of 
branch  libraries  appointed  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  club,  telling  such  facts  as 
these  questions  call  for  and  any  other  in- 
teresting ones  in  your  experience  ? 

This  will  insure  discussion  and  be  likely  to 
result  in  the  establishment  of  branch  libraries. 

As  to  the  personnel  of  the  program :  ref- 
erence has  already  been  made  to  securing  the 
services  of  ministers  and  teachers.  Trustees 
need  to  be  interested  and  sometimes  to  meet 
with  a  change  of  heart.  They  are  likely  to  be 
prominent  men  and  women  in  the  town  and 
ready  speakers.  Plan  subjects  sometimes  with 
especial  reference  to  them,  such  as  *'  How  trus- 
tees may  help  or  hinder."  Get  hold  of  the  shy 
people,  such  as  the  librarians  of  small  libraries 
are  liable  to  be.  Find  the  lines  in  which  they 
have  achieved  some  success  and  ask  them  to 
talk  or  write  along  these  lines.  If  they  are  too 
timid  to  do  that,  ask  them  to  take  some  part  in 
a  discussion,  taking  care  to  tell  them  they  will 
not  be  formally  called  upon. 

A  word  as  to  the  division  of  time  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  a  program.  A  morning  and  an 
afternoon  session  of  about  two  hours  each  is  a 
comfortable  division.  Ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
in  the  morning  before  the  session  opens  gives 
people  an  opportunity  to  greet  each  other.    If 


thej'e  must  be  an  address  of  welcome  let  it  be 
short  —  not  a  rehearsal  of  the  history  of  the 
town  and  the  library  since  the  beginning.  A 
strong  speaker  at  the  beginning  and  another 
strong  one  at  the  end  seems  to  give  a  sense  of 
firmness.  It  has  been  proved  over  and  over 
again  that  the  life  of  a  meeting  such  as  we  are 
considering  is  in  the  discussion,  well  conducted 
of  course,  the  getting  hold  of  theories  and  ex- 
periences of  a  number  of  people.  Hence  too 
many  subjects  should  not  be  introduced.  A 
new  secretary  is  liable  to  be  worried  for  fear 
that  the  material  will  not  hold  out.  She  needs 
to  learn  that  too  many  courses  spoil  the  diges- 
tion, that  plenty  of  good  wholesome  food  of 
only  two  or  three  kinds  is  good  for  the  mind  in 
the  case  in  point  as  well  as  for  the  body. 

An  hour  and  a  half  is  usually  long  enough 
for  dinner  and  sociability  and  a  visit  to  the 
library,  which  should  always  be  arranged  for. 
Visits  to  outside  objects  of  interest,  such  as 
mills,  are  usually  distracting,  take  valuable 
time,  and  are  made  more  out  of  a  feeling  of 
obligation  to  those  entertaining  than  from  any 
real  desire  to  see  the  place  in  question.  Plan 
to  close  early  enough  to  gather  up  the  impres- 
sions of  the  day.  That  is  the  time  to  begin  to 
find  out  whether  the  program  has  really  been 
of  use  or  not,  and  if  a  few  words  of  criticism 
are  borne  to  her  ears  the  program-maker  is  not 
discouraged,  but  adds  them  to  her  **  Notes  gath- 
ered from  experience."  She  learns  to  study 
people,  conditions,  time,  and  place,  but  experi- 
ence is  her  best  teacher,  for 


"  Experience  joined  with  common  sense 
To  mortals  is  a  providence.* 


»f 


Dr.  J.  H.  Canfibld  spoke  on 

THE   BENEFITS   OF   LIBRARY   INSTITUTES. 

Dr.  Canfield  :  It  will  be  quite  as  well  to 
put  this  matter  in  a  concrete  form  as  to  under- 
take to  speak  of  it  in  an  abstract  way.  There- 
fore I  will  speak  of  the  library  institutes  as 
organized  and .  carried  forward  by  the  State 
Association  of  New  York  during  the  last  year, 
properly  during  the  last  spring. 

A  year  ago  the  Library  Association  of  the 
State  of  New  York  withdrew,  in  a  certain  sense, 
from  the  state.  That  is,  it  ceased  its  wander- 
ings in  the  state,  wanderings  which  had  been 
led  or  misled  for  several  years  under  the  guise 
of  doing  missionary  work.     It  did  that  which 
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every  similar  state  organization,  I  think,  will 
find  it  desirable  to  do  —  established  itself  at  a 
fixed  point  and  as  nearly  as  possible  at  a  fixed 
date,  so  that  every  one  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  state  association  came  to  know  just 
where  it  was  to  meet  and  when  it  was  to  meet. 
Having  done  that,  it  felt  that  it  ought  to  make 
some  compensation  to  the  state  for  the  relief 
from  the  wanderings,  and  so  it  took  upon  itself 
the  organization  of  library  institutes  within  the 
limits  of  New  York. 

The  first  result  of  that  effort  naturally  ap- 
peared within  the  state  association  itself — 
the  reflex  action  of  the  determination  to  do 
something  instead  of  simply  to  talk.  It  is  a 
very  helpful  thing  to  set  one  to  a  definite  task. 
It  gives  one  something  to  do,  to  accomplish ; 
and  accomplishment  is  a  thing  which  interests 
most  men  and  women  who  have  good  red  blood 
in  their  Veins.  In  a  definite  task  men  and 
women  find  a  new  thought  and  a  new  impulse. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  new  life  came 
to  the  state  association  in  New  York  from  the 
very  moment  it  undertook  in  a  definite  way  a 
task  of  this  kind.  It  found  itself  quickened  by 
a  new  thought  and  a  new  impulse.  I  even 
count  it  as  one  of  the  most  beneficial  results  of 
the  State  Library  Institutes  that  they  have  put 
before  the  state  association  this  definite  task 
in  this  definite  way. 

The  state  was  divided  into  ten  library  dis- 
tricts ;  excluding  Buffalo  at  one  end  and  Greater 
New  York  at  the  other,  each  of  these  being 
large  enough  and  old  enough  to  care  for  itself 
and  for  the  immediately  adjacent  country.  For 
each  of  these  ten  districts  a  secretary  was  ap- 
pointed —  some  one  willing  to  co-operate  in 
the  library  work  of  that  district,  some  one  who 
would  give  time  to  the  study  of  library  work  in 
that  district,  some  one  who  would  undertake  to 
awaken  new  interest  in  library  work  in  that  dis- 
trict; above  all,  some  one  who  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  library  institute.  Suggestions  and 
advice  were  sent  out  to  these  secretaries,  and 
with  their  help  a  great  deal  has  been  accom- 
plished. This  secured  the  co-operation  of  at 
least  eight  or  ten  responsible,  interested,  and 
intelligent  people  in  the  library  work  of  the 
state. 

The  state  association  found  that  this  work 
was  going  to  be  something  of  a  burden  finan- 
cially, and  was  to  draw  heavily  upon  the  time 
of  some  of  its  members,  but  the  state  associa- 


tion very  wisely  felt  that  it  was  in  no  danger 
of  being  pauperized  or  impoverished  by  meet- 
ing any  such  drafts  whatever.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  conceive  of  any  one's  getting 
money  into  his  pocketbook  until  he  opens  the 
mouth  of  his  pocketbook  so  wide  that  some 
will  fall  out.  He  who  gives  is  generally  he 
who  receives.  That  is  a  divine  law,  and  it  is  a 
human  law,  and  a  natural  law  as  well.  So  we 
have  found  ourselves  gaining  in  strength,  we 
have  found  the  year  remarkable  for  the  inspira- 
tion which  has  come  back  to  the  state  associ- 
ation directly  from  the  institutes.  That  is  the 
first  result. 

Now,  these  institutes  were  organized  some- 
what as  follows :  We  could  not  hope  to  hold 
prolonged  institutes,  covering  three  or  four 
days.  The  librarians  could  not  get  leave  from 
their  libraries  for  three  or  four  days.  The  in- 
stitute had  to  be  carefully  planned  in  order  that 
the  librarians  could  attend.  When  possible  it 
was  placed  toward  the  last  of  the  week  so  that 
teachers  could  come  on  their  weekly  holiday. 
We  hoped  that  school  directors  would  close 
their  schools  for  half  a  day  in  order  that 
teachers  might  be  present,  and  some  did  this. 
Perhaps  we  will  reach  that  more  generally  next 
year.  Two  instructional  sessions  were  provided 
and  one  session  —  we  didn't  know  exactly  what 
to  call  it,  and  somebody  suggested  that  we  call 
it  an  **  inspirational  session,"  and  we  let  it  go 
at  that.  The  *' inspirational  session'*  vras 
always  held  in  the  evening,  when  we  could 
secure  the  attendance  of  the  public.  The  in- 
stitute covered  one  night  only,  and  that  night 
was  so  chosen  as  to  be  as  little  burdensome  as 
possible  to  all  concerned.  Into  the  instruc- 
tional session  we  brought  the  advice  and  the 
practical  active  co-operation  of  some  of  the 
best  known  librarians  and  library  workers  of 
the  state.  If  possible,  we  found  a  director  with- 
in the  district,  because  that  meant  less  expense 
and  less  demand  upon  time.  The  state  libra- 
rian was  very  helpful  to  us.  The  state  inspector 
was  present  at  every  meeting,  I  think,  oflScially 
and  personally ;  and  when  he  is  present  in  both 
capacities  you  may  know  that  he  is  a  power 
indeed. 

We  brought  to  those  meetings  the  simplest 
form  of  instruction,  suggestion,  and  advice  as 
to  what  may  be  done  in  and  for  and  with  a 
small  library.  We  knew  that  if  we  reached 
people  helpfully  at  all  we  were  going  to  reach 
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those  who  could  not  attend  such  a  meeting  as 
this,  or  at  least  who  do  not  attend  it.  It  is 
proper  to  say  they  could  not  attend  it,  for  it  is 
beyond  their  purses  and  beyond  the  time  that 
they  are  able  to  give.  It  is  all  very  pleasant 
for  us  to  come  together  in  these  great  meetings. 
They  are  full  of  inspiration  and  uplifl  to  us; 
we  go  home  feeling  a  new  pride  in  our  profes- 
sion, and  we  draw  upon  each  other  very  heavily, 
and  we  are  full  to  overflowing  with  new 
thoughts  and  with  new  life.  But  not  every- 
body can  take  a  trip  to  Magnolia  or  Placid. 
The  institute  is  planned  to  give  to  those  who 
cannot  be  here,  who  cannot  get  anything  bet- 
ter than  the  institute,  to  get  at  least  that. 

The  first  benefit  of  the  institute  directly  to 
those  who  participated  came  through  the  defi- 
nite instruction,  and  suggestions  that  were 
offered.  The  second  benefit  was  along  the  line 
of  question  and  answer.  It  was  perfectly  sur- 
prising, the  readiness  with  which  those  who 
were  present  took  part  in  what  we  would  or- 
dinarily call  discussion.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  in  meetings  like  our  own,  discus- 
sion is  worth  more  than  papers.  A  paper 
ought  to  be  simply  the  fuse  with  which  we 
light  the  explosives,  with  which  we  touch  off 
the  cannon.  The  effectiveness  ought  to  come 
in  the  discussion  that  follows  the  explosion. 
The  discussions  in  the  institutes  were  remark- 
ably interesting  because  the  questions  went 
right  to  the  point.  They  covered  practical 
work;  they  were  from  those  who  evidently 
asked  them  because  they  -wished. to  know;  they 
were  not  asked  in  a  captious  way  or  a  critical 
way  or  simply  to  take  up  time,  but  they  were 
asked  because  there  was  somebody  present  who 
didn't  know  this  particular  thing  and  desired 
to  know.  It  was  worth  a  great  deal  to  have 
present  those  who  had  had  experience  in  the 
larger  libraries  and  in  the  larger  towns,  and 
who  knew  ways  and  means;  it  was  worth  much 
to  bring  them  face  to  face  for  two  or  three 
hours  in  each  of  those  sessions  with  those  who 
were  longing  for  that  contact  and  longing  for 
the  opportunity  to  ask  the  question  which  was 
most  immediately  pressing  upon  them  for  an 
immediate  answer  in  their  daily  work.  The 
discussions,  if  they  may  be  called  discussions, 
—  the  questions  and  answers,  —  were  peculiarly 
valuable  and  peculiarly  helpful. 

That  was  the  second  benefit  which  came  di- 
rectly to  those  who  participated.    The  third 


benefit  seems  to  have  been  the  fact  that  these 
workers  who  had  been  alone  so  long  came  in 
contact  with  the  personality  of  those  who  were 
experienced  and  successful  workers  of  repute 
in  the  larger  libraries.  There  is  nothing,  after 
all,  equal  to  coming  into  actual  contact  with  the 
flesh  and  blood  of  a  worker  along  the  same  line 
that  you  are  working,  one  whom  you  know  has 
met  with  success  and  who  can  impress  you  im- 
mediately with  the  reason  for  that  success  in  his 
or  her  personality.  I  think  that  those  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  come  into  those  insti- 
tutes will  long  remember  and  will  remember 
with  gratitude  —  if  their  letters  and  their  words 
mean  anything  —  the  opportunities  thus  given 
them  by  the  state  association  to  meet  person- 
ally for  some  considerable  time  those  of  whom 
they  had  heard  and  those  whose  work  else- 
where had  been  so  successful. 

There  was  a  fourth  benefit,  and  I  am  not  sure 
but  that  in  a  certain  way  it  was  as  great  as 
any.  I  am  now  speaking  of  simply  what  we 
did  in  New  York,  but  the  same  work  is  not 
only  desirable  everywhere,  but  it  must  be  done 
everywhere.  I  am  not  speaking  of  it  as  ex- 
ceptional at  all;  I  am  only  going  over  the 
ground  so  that  if  it  is  an  old  story  to  you  it  may 
appear  possibly  with  a  new  face,  or  if  it  is  a 
new  story  it  will  be  helpful  because  it  is  a  defi- 
nite thing  that  has  been  tried.  The  fourth 
benefit  was  this,  that  in  those  evening  meetings 
we  brought  together  the  citizens  of  the  various 
communities  where  we  went  who  were  inter- 
ested or  who  might  become  interested  in  library 
work.  We  had  an  address  from  one  well- 
known  library  worker,  and  then  from  some  one 
in  the  locality,  if  it  was  possible  to  secure 
some  one,  —  and  I  think  it  was  always  possible 
to  do  that.  I  do  not  now  remember  a  single 
meeting  in  which  there  was  not  active  partici- 
pation on  the  part  of  the  residents.  And  there 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  drive  home  that  one 
thought  that  every  librarian  must  take  up  and 
first  con  until  he  or  she  knows  it  word  for 
word,  verbatim  et  punctuatim  et  spelleratim^ 
and  everything  else  from  start  to  finish,  — 
that  one  thought  which  was  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Dewey, — that  the  libraries  are  being  built  up 
and  are  to  be  built  up  on  precisely  the  same 
conditions,  upon  precisely  the  same  principles 
of  public  taxation  and  public  expenditure,  and 
according  to  precisely  the  same  general 
methods,   that  the  public  schools  have  been 
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built  up.  It  16  very  hard  indeed  to  find  to-daj 
one-tenth  enough  librarians  who  can  defend 
the  library  tax  and  who  can  say  why  it  is 
proper  that  the  tax  should  be  levied.  It  is  an 
exceedingly  difficult  matter  to  find  people  who 
can  answer  the  objections  that  are  sometimes 
made,  or  when  objections  are  not  made,  the 
demands  that  are  sometimes  made  under  that 
system  of  taxation.  Now  we  have  built  up  the 
schools  on  the  principle  that  a  public  tax  is 
levied  because  the  public  wants  something  and 
not  because  the  individual  tax-payer  wants 
something.  That  is  something  we  ought  not 
to  forget.  We  have  built  up  the  schools  upon 
the  same  general  principle  of  taxation  that  we 
have  levied  all  other  taxes  and  built  up  all 
other  public  institutions  and  done  all  other 
public  work.  When  we  levy  a  tax  for  a  road 
we  do  not  expect  to  reimburse  the  man  who 
pays  the  tax  by  the  use  of  the  road  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  the  tax  that  he  pays.  A 
great  many  cripples  and  bed-ridden  people  pay 
the  road  tax  who  are  never  on  the  road ;  hun- 
dreds of  men  pay  a  road  tax  who  only  walk  be- 
side it  and  have  never  any  occasion  to  drive 
over  it  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 
We  levy  all  other  taxes  in  precisely  the  same 
way.  We  never  for  a  moment  think  of  re-dis- 
tributing the  tax,  sending  it  back  to  the  tax- 
payers individually  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
which  each  one  pays.  When  it  comes  to  the 
public  schools,  we  levy  the  tax  in  the  same 
way.  We  tax  the  men  who  have  no  children, 
we  tax  the  men  who  have  many  children,  we 
tax  the  man  who  has  but  one  child.  It  doesn't 
make  a  particle  of  difference.  We  levy  the 
tax,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  man  who  has 
children,  nor  do  we  levy  it  for  the  benefit  of  his 
children  directly,  but  we  levy  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community.  What  the  community  is  to 
receive,  the  communal  interest,  the  common 
interest,  is  to  determine  how  that  tax  is  to  be 
expended.  We  have  gone  a  long  way  along 
that  line  in  school  matters  and  we  are  on 
reasonably  safe  ground  to-day.  There  are  a 
few  grumblers ;  there  are  a  few  men  who  do  not 
yet  understand  that  in  all  the  appeals,  both  to 
the  people  and  to  the  courts,  no  method  of 
taxation  and  no  one  tax  has  been  so  unani- 
mously and  so  enthusiastically  and  so  triumph- 
antly maintained  as  the  tax  for  public  educa- 
tion. There  are  a  few  people  yet  who  do  not 
quite  understand  it,  but  just  as  soon  as  they 


undertake  to  encounter  it  from  the  standpoint 
of  an  obstructionist,  they  understand  it  very 
well  indeed,  and  they  never  come  up  to  that 
battle  a  second  time!  There  has  never  yet 
been  a  question  raised  and  taken  to  the  courts 
for  decision  regarding  which  the  courts  have 
so  unanimously  held  together  on  one  line,  and 
that  the  line  of  a  steady  advancement  and  a 
steady  recognition  of  the  public  interest  and 
the  public  welfare,  as  the  question  of  taxation 
for  public  education,  for  free  schools. 

The  library  must  be  put  upon  precisely  the 
same  basis  as  that,  and  that  is  the  song  we 
have  been  singing  all  winter  long  throughout 
New  York.    That  is  the  story  we  have  been 
telling,  and  it  is  the  story  we  must  tell,  each 
one  of  us,  over  and  over  again,  —  to  ourselves 
first,  as  I  said,  —  until  we  know  it  by  heart,  and 
then   to  our  respective  communities.     When 
you  consider  the  matter  from  that  standpoint, 
you  simplify  the  work  of  the  library  directors 
and  of  the  librarians  and  you  remove  a  large 
number  of  obstacles  and  clear  the  way  for  ad- 
vancement.    The  man  who  pays  a  school  tax 
to-day  does   not  dare  to  say  that  because  he 
pays  the   tax  he   wants  his   daughter  taught 
dancing  and  he  proposes  to  have  her  taught 
dancing.     He  does  not  dare  to  say,  **  I  pay  mj 
school  tax,  and   I  don't  care  anything  about 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  but   I   want 
my  daughter  taught  dancing."     But  the  man 
who  pays  his  library  tax  will  tell  you  that  he 
**  wants  what  he  wants"  and  that  he  supports 
the  public  library  in  order  that  he  may  get  the 
books  he  wants  to  read ;  and  there  are  a  gpreat 
many  people  —  some  very  good  people  —  some 
of  them  even  librarians  —  who  have  fallen  into 
the  habit  of  saying  that  t^ey  rather  think  the 
librarian  must  do  just   that   thing  —  he  must 
get  him  just  what  he  wants.     No,  he   is  not 
obliged  to  do  anything  of  the  sort,  any  more 
than  you  are  obliged  to  pay  taxes  for  schools 
in  which  to  teach  dancing  to  the  £^rls.    You 
are  not  obliged  even  to  do  that  which  may  be 
useful.     Here  is  a  tax  levied  in  behalf  of  the 
district  schools,  and  there  is  a  family  which 
says,  **  We  want  our  girls  taught  cooking,  do- 
mestic   science,    domestic     economy."    Now, 
domestic  economy  and  domestic  science  and 
cooking  are  all  well  enough  in  their  way,  and 
it  is  perfectly  proper  that  they  should  be  taught. 
There  is  sad  need  of  their  being  taught,  for 
that  matter;  but  it  rarely  occurs  to  any  one 
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that  you  must  meet  that  demand  when  it  is 
made  upon  the  district  school.  Why  ?  Because 
the  directors  of  the  school,  the  state  authori- 
ties which  have  charge  of  educational  matters, 
the  superintendent  of  the  schools,  the  teachers 
in  the  school,  have  determined  otherwise,  and 
that  settles  it  The  day  is  surely  coming  when 
there  will  be  just  as  clear  an  understanding 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  library  directors  and  of 
librarians  and  their  assistants,  and  of  state 
supervision  wherever  we  are  intelligent  enough 
to  get  it,  to  determine  what  shall  be  bought 
and  what  shall  be  put  upon  the  shelves  and 
how  the  public  demand  may  be  most  wisely 
met.  We  will  never  reach  that  point  until  we 
see  clearly  that  this  whole  question  of  taxation 
for  the  public  library  is  to  be  dealt  with  pre- 
cisely as  any  other  tax  question  is  to  be  dealt 
with. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us,  therefore,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  self-defence,  that  we  tell 
in  that  story  and  tell  it  that  way.  We  must 
insist  that  the  public  library  is  a  part  of  the 
general  system  of  education,  that  it  is  not 
something  that  is  going  to  be  estabished  in  a 
haphazard  way ;  it  is  not  the  scheme  of  a  few 
designing  people ;  it  is  not  a  hobby  a  few  per- 
sons may  ride  to  their  own  benefit ;  it  is  not 
something  that  is  demanded  by  a  segment  of 
society,  but  it  is  a  part  of  the  general  scheme 
of  education  which  is  made  absolutely  essential 
to  preserve  democratic  equality  and  republican 
institutions  in  a  land  like  our  own.  Only  as 
we  so  regard  it  shall  we  be  safe  in  pressing  its 
claims,  or  shall  we  be  successful  in  pressing  its 
claims,  and  when  we  so  regard  it  we  shall  be 
both  safe  and  successful. 

Those  are  the  four  benefits,  then,  which  we 
believe  that  we  are  to  realize  in  connection 
with  library  institutes.  Those  institutes  are 
very  much  like  the  first  institutes  held  for  in- 
structors in  the  public  schools.  I  was  very 
glad  when  Mr.  Dewey  said  that  we  are  follow- 
ing alon<;  in  the  steps  of  the  public  school 
system,  though  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  years  be- 
hind. I  remember  hearing  an  officer  in  the 
United  States  army,  of  high  rank,  say,  in  the 
city  of  San  Francisco  a  few  years  ago,  that  in 
the  year  1845,  while  he  was  living  in  the  central 
part  of  New  York,  as  a  boy  he  was  soundly 
thrashed  by  his  father  because  he  refused  to 
attend  the  public  school ;  and  he  said,  "  I  took 
my  medicine,  because  I  told  my  father  that  he 


might  thrash  me  as  much  as  he  pleased,  but  I 
had  too  much  self-respect  to  go  to  the  paupers' 
school  and  the  beggars'  school  of  the  com- 
munity." That  was  in  central  New  York  as 
late  as  1845,  if  he  told  the  truth,  and  I  think  he 
did.  It  is  certainly  true  that  only  within  a  half 
century  have  we  begun  to  understand  what  a 
mighty  power  there  is  in  the  public  school. 
The  public  library  is  treading  close  upon  its 
heels,  following  the  same  road.  We  believe, 
therefore,  that  library  institutes,  in  the  retro- 
active effect  upon  the  state  association  itself, 
in  their  stimulus  to  do  better  work  and  more 
definite  work,  in  the  definite  instruction  that  is 
offered,  in  the  opportunity  for  each  of  the 
minor  librarians  to  detail  by  questions  her  own 
grievances  and  her  own  difficulties,  and  to  find 
from  experienced  hands  relief  in  explanation 
and  suggestion  and  encouragement,  in  the 
meetings  which  are  held  for  the  public  and  in 
which  the  public  unites,  and  in  the  stimulus 
which  comes  to  the  entire  community  because 
of  this  thought  of  the  public  library  as  part  of 
the  system  of  public  education, — we  believe 
that  library  institutes  not  only  pay,  in  the 
largest  sense  of  the  word,  but  are  absolutely 
essential  everywhere  to  the  most  rapid  and  the 
most  sure  advancement  of  all  library  interests 
and  library  work. 

The  Chairman  :  Before  we  enter  upon  the 
discussion  of  the  papers  I  should  like  to  say 
that  I  tried  very  hard  to  get  one  of  our  western 
friends  to  talk  upon  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  library  institute.  Dr.  Canfield  has  in- 
spiringly  presented  the  benefits  of  library  insti- 
tutes. Now  I  am  sure  there  must  be  some 
difficulties.  I  had  so  short  a  time,  however,  in 
which  to  prepare  this  program  that  I  was  un- 
able to  procure  a  speaker  on  that  phase  of  the 
topic.  Is  there  not  some  one  here  who  will 
take  up  the  other  side  of  the  library  institute 
problem  ?  Perhaps  Mr.  Dana  will  tell  us  some- 
thing about  the  difficulties. 

J.  C.  Dana  :  You  ask  for  a  few  words  on  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  library  institutes.  I 
will  suggest  some  that  occurred  to  me  this 
morning  when  I  heard  the  discussions  on  home 
libraries  in  the  Children's  Librarians'  Section. 
That  discussion  was,  naturally,  concerning  our 
work  for  people  whom  it  is,  so  we  assume,  our 
function  to  teach  —  for  people  who  are  our  in- 
feriors in  knowledge.  This,  in  large  measure, 
is  also  the    function  of  the  library  institute. 
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That  is,  the  work  we  are  entering  upon  in  this 
line  of  institutes  is  a  work  that  at  once  puts  us 
into  the  position  of  the  superior,  of  the  teacher, 
of  the  better  man  of  the  two.  Now  that  is  a 
very  dangerous  position  in  which  to  be  placed. 
I  wish  to  call  your  attention  for  a  moment  to 
three  things  that  we  should  lookout  for  in  this 
work,  and  especially,  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  at- 
tempt through  library  institutes  to  promote  our 
ideas,  to  carry  out  our  educational  theories  in 
small  communities.  The  three  things  are  per- 
haps well  suggested  by  the  words  '*  condescen- 
sion,*'**  resentment,"  and  "conscious  virtue." 
The  condescension,  if  it  exists  at  all,  is  on  our 
part.  I  am  sure  that  we  do  not  in  the  least  in- 
tend to  have  it;  I  am  sure  also,  that,  without 
intent,  many  and  many  a  time  we  acquire  the 
habit  before  we  know  it.  The  habit  of  conde- 
scension will  grow  on  us,  and  that  rapidly,  if  we 
do  not  take  the  greatest  care,  and  in  institute 
work,  as  in  other  like  fields,  it  is  absolutely 
fatal  to  success. 

Resentment  is  something  which  may  arise 
in  those  who  are  taught,  in  those  whom  we 
wish  to  improve.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
this  morning,  as  I  heard  of  the  gracious  and 
well-meaning  visitors  to  the  **  lower"  parts  of 
the  city,  to  library  groups,  to  home  libraries, 
and  to  social  settlements,  that  there  is  very 
great  danger  here  of  the  development  of  a  con- 
descension on  the  part  of  the  benefactors,  and 
of  a  corresponding  state  of  resentment  on  the 
part  of  the  benefited.  I  do  not  believe  I  am 
wrong  in  uttering  just  a  word  of  warning  in 
regard  to  those  two  things. 

The  third  of  the  feelings  I  mentioned  is, 
perhaps,  not  exactly  in  line  with  this  evening's 
diccussion  ;  but  as  I  have  started  in  on  the  line 
of  difficulties  I  will  venture  to  go  a  step  further. 
This  third  difficulty  is  the  danger  there  is  of 
arousing  among  the  people  whom  you  set  out 
to  improve  a  sense  of  conscious  virtue.  You 
will  notice  that  the  people  who  attend,  for 
example,  library  groups  and  use  home  libra- 
ries, who  read  good  books  under  your  direction 
and  with  your  guiding  care,  as  soon  as  they 
have  done  these  things  begin  to  feel  that  they 
have  done  the  right  thing.  There  is  apt  then 
to  arise  in  them  the  feeling  of  duty  done.  Now 
the  feeling  of  "duty  done,"  while  very  com- 
forting, is  apt  to  be  accompaniecf  by  a  feeling 
of  conscious  virtue,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
insidious  and  dangerous  of  all  emotions.  These 


people  feel  that  they  are  better  than  they  were 
before,  and  that  therefore  they  are  entitled  to 
something  from  you ;  that  they  are  entitled  to 
something  from  the  world.  They  are  apt  to 
get  the  idea  that  virtue  has  some  other  reward 
than  its  own,  that  it  is  virtue  alone  that  helps 
this  world,  that  it  is  moral  conduct,  pure  and 
simple,  which  is  entitled  to  some  reward,  while 
fact  is  that  it  is  virtue  plus  utility  that  is  en- 
titled to  some  reward.  Let  me  beg  of  you,  then, 
in  doing  any  work  in  the  line  of  library  insti- 
tutes, in  going  out  into  the  world  as  mission- 
aries, to  avoid  in  every  case,  with  the  greatest 
possible  care,  any  feeling  of  condescension  on 
your  part,  lest  you  arouse  on  the  part  of  those 
for  whom  you  work  resentment  among  the 
proud,  and  conscious  virtue  among  the  unco 
guid. 

Just  another  word  along  another  line.  But 
first,  you  mav  not  know,  all  of  you,  that  the  story 
Miss  Farrar  told  of  the  things  that  a  state  library 
association  can  do  is  really  a  story  of  things 
that  have  been  done.  Thev  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  past  two  years  in  Western 
Massachusetts,  and  with  the  greatest  success. 
We  have  seen  there  in  recent  years  a  swiftly- 
growing  interest  in  the  very  things  Dr.  Can- 
field  has  so  charmingly  put  before  us. 

We  lend  a  few  books,  and  we  encourage 
people  to  read  a  little ;  but  the  newspapers  in 
this  country  are  the  powers  that  are  encour- 
aging the  people  in  this  country  to  read  a  great 
deal.  We  of  to-day  have  had  newspapers,  as 
we  now  understand  the  word,  for  one  genera- 
tion. The  mind  of  man  cannot  conceive  what 
it  is  going  to  mean,  in  one  or  two  generations 
from  now,  for  the  people  of  that  time  to  have 
had  behind  them,  not  one  generation  with  the 
newspaper-reading  habit,  but  two  or  three. 
The  newspaper  is  one  of  the  very  great  factors 
in  modern  life.  What  it  is  doing  for  us  nobody 
knows.  Nobodv  knows  what  the  habit  of  read- 
ing  is  doing  for  this  and  other  civilized  coun- 
tries. We  cannot  begin  to  imagine  what  its 
ejects  are  to  be,  and  the  daily  press  is  one  of  the 
most  powerful  instruments  in  society  to-day. 
I  remember,  some  six  or  seven  years  ago,  I 
brought  before  the  Association  a  suggestion, 
and  urged  it  as  well  as  I  could,  that  we  as  an 
association  establish  a  bureau  of  publicity  and 
promotion,  which  should,  through  the  news- 
papers, let  the  people  know  what  the  library 
idea  is.     It  was  not  done  then  —  it  has  not  vet 
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been  done.     A  publisher  told  me  to-day  that  in 
conversation   with   some   of  the  leading  pub- 
lishers of  the  country  he  had  discovered  that 
almost  to  a  man  they  held  librarians  in  small 
esteem.     They  considered  our  work  of  protest 
against  the  raising  of  prices  of  books  to  be  of 
very  slight  consequence.   That  is  partly  because 
we  are  not  much  in  the  newspapers.     We  are 
not  much  in  the  newspapers  partly,  of  course, 
because  we  are  not  of  sufficient  consequence  to 
be  there.     Now  my  idea  of  six  or  seven  years 
ago  I  think  was  a  good  one.     You  can  produce 
results  that  shall  also  be  causes.     We  could 
have  put  ourselves   more   in   the   newspapers 
than  we  have,  and  to-day  we  would,  because  of 
that  studied  publicity,  be  there  more  than  we 
now  are.     I  mention  this  simply  to  point  the 
suggestion  I  wish  to  make  about  state  library 
associations,  which  is,  that  they  use  the  news- 
papers more  than  they  do.     I  have  had  a  very 
good  illustration  of  the  value  of  this  sugges- 
tion.    For  four  years  I  lived  beside  the  Spring- 
feld  Republican^  which  is   the    newspaper  of 
western   Massachusetts,  the  chief   local  news 
gatherer  and  news  disseminator  of  that  whole 
community.      The    Republican  was    a    friend 
of  the  Springfield  library  and  of  every  other 
library  within  the  radius  of  its  influence.     Day 
in  and  day  out,  and  week  in  and  week  out,  and 
year  in  and  year  out  it  never  failed  us  when  we 
went  to  it  for  assistance  in  spreading  the  ideas 
that    we  wished  carried    through    that  com- 
munity.     The    constant    reiteration     in     the 
Springfield    Republican    of    the    things    that 
we  wanted  said  was  far  more  helpful  than  was 
all   the  work  that   all   the   library  workers  in 
western  Massachusetts  could  do.     In  fact,  we 
frankly  confessed  that  we  had  well-nigh  gained 
our  ends  if  we  arranged  for  a  meeting,  carried 
through  our  program,  and  printed  an  abstract 
thereof  in  our  friend  the  newspaper,  even  if 
our  meeting  in  itself  seemed  almost  a  failure. 

The  Chairman  :  Will  Miss  Underbill,  of  the 
Ilion  Public  Library,  tell  us  something  of  the 
institute  work  at  Ilion,  New  York? 

Miss  Underiiill  :  The  institute  at  Ilion  we 
regard  as  a  fairly  successful  one.  Out  of  the 
So  libraries  listed  for  the  district  which  we  had 
prepared,  there  were  only  25  which  could  be 
properly  called  free  public  libraries  and  of 
those  25,  16  were  represented  by  the  librarian 
or  an  assistant  or  bv  the  trustees.  The  schools 
in  Ilion  were  closed  for  a  part  of  the  session  of 


the  institute  and  the  teachers  came,  together 
with  the  superintendent  of  schools,  who  took  an 
active  part  in  the  discussion.  We  also  had 
superintendents  of  schools  from  two  other 
places  near  by.  One  point  was  found  very 
practical,  and  that  was  that  several  of  the 
larger  libraries  made  exhibits  of  books  that 
were  stamped  and  pasted,  dating  machines  and 
devices  of  that  sort,  sample  accession  books, 
sample  order  sheets,  etc.,  and  it  seemed  that 
the  librarians  in  attendance  got  more  help 
from  these  than  from  almost  anything  else. 
As  a  result  of  the  meeting  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  two  librarians  from  little  libraries, 
that  they  should  spend  two  or  three  days  in 
our  library  in  October  for  help  and  for  practi- 
cal work. 

H.  W.  Fison:  I  would  like  to  ask  for  dis- 
cussion on  Miss  Farrar's  paper.  The  greater 
part  of  this  meeting  has  been  spent  in  discuss- 
ing library  institutes  and  state  library  associa- 
tions, but  I  think  there  are  a  large  number  of 
librarians  here  in  charge  of  smaller  libraries 
who  feel  that  this  question  of  the  usefulness  of 
state  librarv  associations  is  of  vital  interest  to 
them.  How  can  the  state  library  association 
meeting  be  made  more  helpful  to  the  small 
library  ? 

Miss  Haines  :  The  officers  of  the  state  asso- 
ciations might  send  a  circular  to  the  librarians 
of  the  state,  requesting  practical  suggestions, 
asking  them  to  name  topics  they  are  personally 
interested  in.  That  was  done  in  the  New  York 
Library  Club.  A  circular  was  sent  to  all  the 
members  and  suggestions  were  received,  I 
believe,  of  about  twenty-five  ditferent  topics, 
only  four  or  five  of  which  hjid  been  presented 
before.  I  don't  know  whether  the  topics  were 
ever  all  brought  up;  but  they  were  sent  in  very 
generally  by  members. 

George  Stockwell  :  Miss  Farrar  did  not 
mention  the  fact  that  she  has  a  card  catalog 
containing  the  name  of  every  library  in  western 
Massachusetts.  She  has  kept  in  very  close 
touch  with  those  libraries.  In  correspondence 
with  them  she  has  learned  the  different  prob- 
lems confronting  them,  and  what  they  would 
like  to  have  discussed  at  the  meetings.  She 
files  these  letters,  so  she  knows  the  condition 
of  each  library  in  her  section,  what  they  want, 
what  they  are  doing,  and  what  they  ought  to  do. 
Then,  when  she  comes  to  draw  up  her  program 
for  the  meeting,  she  looks  over  the  card  catalog 
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and  the  file  of  letters  and  draws  her  subjects 
from  them,  taking  especially  the  section  where 
the  meeting  is  to  be  held.  I  want  to  emphasize 
what  Miss  Farrar  said  about  personal  visits. 
In  our  institute  work  the  programs  which  were 
arranged  through  personal  visits  were  much 
more  successful  than  those  arranged  otherwise. 

Mr.  FisoN :  I  understood  that  Miss  Farrar 
spoke  of  what  the  ideal  library  association 
should  do.  I  did  not  know  of  any  state  library 
association  doing  the  work  she  described.  My 
experience  has  been»  in  the  state  library  asso- 
ciation meetings  I  have  attended,  that  most  of 
the  subjects  discussed  have  been  entirely  above 
the  small  library.  We  do  not  care  an3rthing 
about  the  classification  of  art  or  music  in  a 
library  of  less  than  ten  thousand  volumes.  What 
we  want  are  practical  suggestions  that  will  help 
us  in  our  daily  work»  and  the  average  small 
library  does  not  have  a  corps  of  assistants  so 
that  one  or  two  or  more  can  go  to  the  library 
meeting.  I  hope  if  this  discussion  ever  comes 
up  again,  that  the  state  library  associations 
will  bear  in  mind  that  the  majority  of  the 
libraries  in  any  state  are  small.  There  are  very 
few  really  large  libraries  in  any  one  state. 
Let  us  have  more  material  for  the  smaller 
libraries  to  work  on.  I  came  here  on  purpose  to 
hold  up  the  single-handed  man,  being  one  my- 
self, and  I  think  we  need  more  help.  We  need 
a  great  deal  of  help,  because,  as  a  rule,  we  are 
not  close  enough  to  other  libraries  to  receive 
the  enthusiasm  and  the  help  that  other  libraries 
can  get  from  one  another  and  from  large 
libraries.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  should  like 
to  hear  what  other  librarians  of  the  smaller 
libraries  have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  benefit 
they  have  received  from  the  state  library  asso- 
ciation meetings. 

Mr.  Dewey  :  I  would  like  to  make  two  or 
three  suggestions.  One  is  that  the  librarians 
of  the  district  be  asked  to  send  to  the  associa- 
tion officers  a  statement  of  their  difiiculties ; 
another,  that  there  be  a  question  box  at  the 
meeting.  But  the  most  important  one  of  all  is 
like  the  old  rule  for  cooking  a  hare:  *'  First, 
catch  your  hare."  First,  get  your  conductor. 
I  think  the  greatest  danger  in  the  library  insti- 
tute, possibly,  is  in  assuming  that  because  in- 
struction is  a  good  thing,  and  institutes  are  a 
good  thing,  you  have  only  to  say,  *'  Go  to, 
now  ;  conduct  an  institute,"  and  it  will  be  done. 
There  are  very  few  people  who  can  conduct  a 


teachers'  institute  or  a  library  institute  success- 
fully. The  moral  is  that  in  every  state  which 
is  going  to  take  up  the  library  institute  work, 
people  must  be  found  who  have  a  gift  for  it, 
and  who  have  been  trained  for  it,  so  that  at 
least  one  person  can  be  able  to  carry  it  on.  I 
look  forward  to  the  development  of  a  class  of 
institute  conductors  in  library  work,  just  as  in 
schools,  who  will  give  practically  their  whole 
time  to  this  work. 

The  Chairman  :  Pardon  me,  but  Mr.  Fison 
does  not  feel  that  library  institutes  and  state 
library  association  meetings  are  the  same  thing. 
Are  you  putting  forward  the  proposition  that 
they  are  both  the  same  —  that  a  library  insti- 
tute is  exactly  the  same  thing  as  a  state  library 
association  ? 

Mr.  Dewey  :  Oh,  no.  But  if  state  library 
associations  are  to  give  instruction  there  must 
be  some  trained  teacher,  and  I  say  that  instruc- 
tion cannot  be  given  successfully  unless  you 
have  some  one  who  is  especially  trained  for  the 
work.  And  I  think  this  work  of  the  institute 
has  got  to  be  graded.  If  we  repeat  the  insti- 
tutes in  New  York  this  year  and  bring  the  ^ame 
people  together,  they  do  not  want  to  go  over 
the  same  ground.  Those  are  the  two  points  I 
want  to  make  —  the  selection  of  a  conductor 
and  the  grading  of  the  work. 

W.  R.  Eastman  :  The  persons  who  have  the 
responsibility  for  the  preparation  of  the  pro- 
gram of  a  state  association  meeting  should  take 
especial  pains  to  put  themselves  in  the  place  of 
the  smaller  librarians,  so  as  to  understand  and 
sympathize  with  their  work.  We  arc  very  apt 
in  these  large  meetings  to  get  into  the  habit  of 
dealing  only  with  the  large  libraries,  because 
there  are  always  a  certain  number  of  those  who 
represent  the  large  libraries  who  have  the 
leisure  and  the  means  to  attend,  and  little  by 
little  they  come  to  dominate  our  conferences. 
Now,  the  members  of  the  program  committee 
need  conscientiously  to  put  themselves  in  the 
place  of  smaller  librarians,  and  with  some  such 
local  index  as  has  been  referred  to  trv  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  actual  conditions 
of  the  libraries. 

Mr.  Dana  :  I  will  tell  Mr.  Fison  what  is  the 
matter.  In  the  first  place,  he  expects  too 
much  of  the  state  library  association  meeting. 
Now,  the  state  library  association  meeting  held 
for  one  day,  with  perhaps  a  couple  of  sessions, 
can  be  of  very   little  help   to  anybody  —  the 
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meeting  itself,  that  is ;  and  if  any  people  from 
small  libraries  attend  expecting  to  get  much 
information,  much  instruction,  that  will  be  of 
immediate  practical  help,  then  I  believe  they 
are  mistaken.  But  Mr.  Fison  should  bear  in 
mind  that  the  benefit  of  the  state  library  asso- 
ciation meeting  will  be  considerable  to  him  if 
he  will  take  a  hand  in  the  meeting.  If  he  does 
not  find  the  meetings  of  his  state  library  asso- 
ciation profitable  he  should  say  so.  Many 
librarians  of  small  libraries  would  have  ren- 
dered a  great  service  to  the  meetings  of  their 
state  library  associations  if  they  had  said  that 
before  now.  Many  of  these  state  meetings,  to 
my  knowledge,  are  dreary  things.  They  talk 
about  subjects  that  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  practical  life  of  the  librarian.  Mr. 
Fison  is  quite  right,  but  he  should  have  ob- 
jected before  now,  and  he  should  have  stated 
his  objections  plainly.  He  should  make  his 
objections  to  the  officers  of  the  association,  and 
if  he  cannot  reach  them,  let  him  get  up  in  the 
meeting  and  say  so.    Then  let  him  take  hold 


himself  and  work  along  the  line  that  he  thinks 
would  be  of  advantage,  and  out  of  the  work 
that  he  does  do  himself  he  will  get  benefit. 

Now,  my  statement  that  the  actual  meeting 
of  the  state  library  association  is  of  very  little 
importance  does  not  mean  that  the  state  li- 
brary association  itself  is  of  no  importance  or 
that  the  meeting  as  a  factor  in  the  library  work 
of  the  state  is  of  small  importance. 

The  library  association  should  be  a  factor 
of  very  great  importance  in  the  life  of  the 
state.  I  regret  to  say  that  some  of  them  are 
not.  But  they  can  be,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness to  make  them  so.  There  is  one  thing 
we  cannot  realize  too  clearly,  and  that  is 
that  the  work  done  between  members  by  cor- 
respondence, by  publication  in  newspapers 
of  items  about  libraries,  by  the  interchange 
of  notes  and  inquiries,  either  directly  or 
through  the  medium  of  the  secretary  and 
officers  of  the  association,  is  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

Adjourned. 
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IWIEETINGS  of  the  Council  of  the  American 
* "  *  Library  Association  were  held  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Magnolia  conference,  on  June  16, 
18,  19,  20,  in  all  four  sessions  being  held. 
There  were  also  short  meetings  of  the  execu- 
tive board  on  June  16  and  20.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  members  of  the  Council  twenty-two  were 
present,  as  follows :  Mary  E.  Ahern,  E.  H. 
Anderson,  C.  W.  Andrews,  J.  S.  Billings,  W. 
H.  Brett,  Johnson  Brigham,  F.  M.  Crunden, 
C.  A.  Cutter,  Electra  C.  Doren,  W.  I.  Fletcher, 
W.  E.  Foster,  C.  H.  Gould,  Caroline  M. 
Hewins,  F.  P.  Hill,  J.  K.  Hosmer,  Hannah  P. 
James,  W.  C.  Lane,  Herbert  Putnam,  Kather- 
ine  L.  Sharp,  C  C.  Soule,  John  Thomson,  J. 
L.  Whitney.  The  members  of  the  executive 
board  served  as  ex-officio  members  and  officers 
of  the  Council.  They  included  the  president. 
Dr.  J.  S.  Billings;  ex-president,  Henry  J.  Carr; 
ist  vice-president.  Dr.  J.  K.  Hosmer;  2d  vice- 
president,  Electra  C.  Doren ;  secretary,  F.  W. 
Faxon;  recorder,  Helen  E.  Haines;  treasurer, 
Gardner  M.  Jones. 


PROCEEDINGS   OF  COUNCIL. 

Place  of  meeting.  Invitations  for  the  1903 
meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association 
were  received  from  California;  Nashville, 
Tenn. ;  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  Brevard,  N.  C. ; 
Helena,  Mont.  An  invitation  to  meet  in  St. 
Louis  in  1904  was  also  presented,  and  it  was 
Voted^  That  in  making  selection  for  the  1903 
meeting  place,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
there  is  an  invitation  from  St.  Louis  for  1904. 

Regarding  1903  meeting,  formal  motions 
were  made  and  carried  that  the  Association 
should  not  meet  in  California  or  in  Montana. 
It  was  finally  Voted,  That  the  executive  board 
be  instructed  to  select  between  some  place  in 
Tennessee,  Mackinac,  and  Niagara  Falls  for 
next  meeting,  and  also  select  the  time  at  which 
it  shall  be  held. 

Acceptance  of  Carnegie  gift*  It  was  Voted, 
That  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  gift  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  offered  through  the 
president  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, be  accepted,  subject  to  the  conditions  of 
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the  donor,  namely,  that  it  be  kept  as  a  special 
fund,  the  income  of  which  shall  be  applied  to 
the  preparation  and  publication  of  such  read- 
ing lists,  indexes,  and  other  bibliographical 
and  library  aids,  as  would  be  specially  useful 
in  the  circulating  libraries  of  this  country. 

It  was  Voted^  That  the  amount  thus  given  be 
designated  as  The  Carnegie  Fund,  and  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  trustees  of  the  En- 
dowment Fund,  whose  treasurer  is  authorized 
to  receive  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  Association. 
Nominations,  It  was  Voted^  That  a  com- 
mittee of  ex-presidents  present  be  requested  to 
present  nominations  for  the  ensuing  year,  to 
be  reported  to  the  Council.  This  committee 
reported  at  a  later  session  and  the  nominations 
submitted  were  adopted,  with  the  provision 
that  the  ticket  include  also  names  sent  in  in 
nominations  signed  by  five  members  of  the 
Association. 

Method  of  nominations.  It  was  Voted, 
That  a  committee  of  the  Council  be  appointed 
by  the  chair  to  consider  the  principles  and 
methods  upon  which  nominations  to  the 
Council  should  be  based,  and  to  report  to  the 
Council  its  findings  for  deliberate  discussion. 
This  committee  was  later  appointed  as  fol- 
lows :  C.  W.  Andrews,  Herbert  Putnam,  F.  M. 
Crunden,  Miss  M.  E.  Ahem,  Miss  H.  P. 
[ames. 

Committee  on  Relations  with  Book  Trade, 
The  resolutions  appended  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Relations  with  the  Book-trade, 
as  presented  to  the  general  Association,  were 
referred  to  the  Council  for  consideration,  as 
was  the  resolution  on  the  same  subject  later 
offered  in  the  Association  by  Mr.  Dana.  The 
matter  was  fully  discussed  at  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Council,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed  and  later  submitted  to  and  adopted 
by  the  Association : 

Whereas,  The  system  of  net  prices  main- 
tained by  the  American  Publishers'  Associa- 
tion has  resulted  in  an  unexpectedly  large  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  books  to  libraries ;  and 

Whereas,  That  increase  has  worked  great 
hardship  upon  libraries  in  limiting  their  pur- 
chase of  current  books,  diminishing  their 
power  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  public, 
and  narrowing  their  influence  and  opportunities 
as  educational  institutions ;  and 

Whereas,  The  interests  of  the  library  and  the 
bookseller  should  be  closely  allied ; 


Resolved,  That  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation urges  the  American  Publishers*  As- 
sociation to  make  such  arrangements  that 
libraries  may  secure  an  increased  discount  over 
the  present  allowance  on  net  books,  and  may 
not  be  unduly  restricted  in  dealing  with  book- 
sellers. 

A  committee  consisting  of  five  active  libra- 
rians was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Pub- 
lishers' Association  on  the  lines  of  the  fore- 
going resolution,  as  follows :  W.  T.  Peoples, 
H.  L.  Elmendorf,  John  Thomson,  H.  C.  Well- 
man,  H.  J.  Carr. 

Reduced  postal  rates  on  library  books. 
The  following  resolution  was  presented  to  the 
Council  on  behalf  of  the  Round  Table  Meeting 
on  State  Library  Commissions  : 

Voted,  That  the  Council  of  the  American 
Library  Association  be  requested  to  use  its 
influence  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
pending  before  Congress,  which  provides  for 
the  transmission  of  library  books  through  the 
mails  at  pound  rates. 

After  , discussion,  it  was  Voted,  That  the 
Council  endorses  the  measures  now  before 
Congress  to  secure  transmission  of  books  to 
and  from  libraries  at  reduced  rates. 

It  was  Voted,  That  the  present  Committee  on 
Reduced  Postal  and  Express  Rates  be  discon- 
tinued and  a  new  committee  be  appointed  by 
the  incoming  executive  board. 

State  Library  Commissions  Section.  On 
request  of  officers  of  the  Round  Table  Meeting 
on  State  Library  Commissions,  it  was  Voted, 
That  the  State  Library  Commissions  Round 
Table  meeting  be  created  a  section  of  the 
Association. 

A.  L,.  A.  State  Library  Section.  The  ad- 
visability of  discontinuing  the  State  Library 
Section  of  the  Association  was  discussed.  It 
was  pointed  out  that  that  section  had  practi- 
cally ceased  to  exist  within  the  last  few  years, 
its  place  being  taken  by  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  State  Librarians,  which  was  a  separate 
and  independent  organization.  At  the  same 
time  the  section  remained  on  the  Association's 
records,  and  each  year  there  arose  the  question 
of  its  representation  on  the  prog^m.  It  was 
felt  that  closer  relations  with  the  National 
Association  of  State  Librarians  were  desirable 
either  as  a  section  or  an  affiliated  organization, 
and  that  the  State  Library  Section  might  well 
be  discontinued  or   regularly  merged   in  the 


TRANSACTIONS  OF  COUNCIL  AND  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

X 


251 


former  body.  It  was  later  reported  that  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  hy  the  National  At- 
gociation  of  State  Librarians  to  consider  the 
question  of  relations  with  the  A.  L.  A.  and 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  National 
Association  of  State  Librarians. 

Affiliation  with  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  In  response  to  request  presented  last 
jrear  by  members  of  Round  Table  Meeting  on 
State  LibraryAssociations  and  work  of  women*8 
clubs,  that  an  alliance  be  effected  between  the 
A.  L.  A.  and  the  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs, 
it  was  Voted y  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  a 
committee  to  confer  and  report  to  Council. 
The  committee  was  later  appointed  as  follows  : 
F.  M.  Crunden,  Miss  L.  E.  Stearns,  Miss  M. 
W.  Freeman. 

Resolutions  on  Public  Documents,  The  reso- 
lutions presented  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Documents  were  approved  and 
endorsed.     (^See  report  of  committee,  p.  96.) 

Library  Training,  The  recommendations 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Library  Training,  that  the  committee  be  set  a 
definite  task  by  the  Association,  and  granted  an 
appropriation  for  carrying  out  its  work  {see 
report  of  committee,  p.  136),  were  referred  to 
the  executive  board. 

Library  Handbook  for  Normal  Schools,  The 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Co-oper- 
ation with  the  National  Educational  Associa- 
tion, that  a  library  handbook  for  the  use  of 
normal  schools  be  prepared  in  connection  with 
the  National  Educational  Association,  was 
referred  to  the  Publishing  Board. 

Checklist  for  Registration  of  Voters,  It  was 
Votedj  That  the  checklist  of  members  be 
employed  to  check  voters  in  election  of  officers. 

Change  in  Program.  It  was  Voted ^  That 
the  Program  Committee  be  requested,  if  in  its 
judgment  it  found  desirable,  to  so  change 
program  arrangement  as  to  bring  up  Mr. 
Hastings*    paper    on   distribution    of    catalog 


cards  from  Library  of  Congress,  in  connection 
with  the  report  of  Committee  on  Adminis- 
tration. 

Reporting  Sections.  It  was  Voted,  That  the 
Executive  Board  be  authorized  to  employ  a 
stenographer  to  report  proceedings  of  section 
meetings  at  this  conference,  as  may  be  found 
desirable. 

Index  to  Proceedings,  It  was  Voted,  That  an 
index  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Magnolia  Con- 
ference be  prepared  and  published. 

TRANSACTIONS  OF  EXECUTIVE  BOARD. 

« 

Carnegie  resolutions.  It  was  Voted,  That  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Association  regarding 
the  Carnegie  gift  be  engrossed  on  parchment 
and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Carnegie  with  a  letter 
from  the  president. 

Reporting  Sections,  It  was  Voted,  That  the 
recorder  be  authorized  to  employ  a  stenogra- 
pher to  report  section  meetings  at  this  confer- 
ence, after  consultation  with  officers  of  sec- 
tions. 

Non-library  membership.  It  was  Voted, 
That  the  list  presented  by  the  treasurer  of 
persons  not  engaged  in  library  work  be  ac- 
cepted and  the  persons  named  admitted  to 
membership  in  the  Association. 

Appointments  to   committees,  etc.      Publish-    * 
ing  Board:    W.    I.   Fletcher    (re-appointed); 
Hiller  C.  Wellman  (succeeding  R.  R.  Bowker, 
resigned). 

Finance  Committee  :  continued  (J.  L.  Whit- 
ney, C.  K.  Bolton,  G.  T.  Little). 

Public  Documents  Committee :  R.  P.  Falk- 
ner,  chairman,  with  power  to  add  two  mem- 
bers. 

Next  Meeting  of  Executive  Board,  It  was 
Voted,  That  the  next  meeting  of  the  executive 
board  be  held  in  connection  with  the  library 
meeting  at  Lake  Placid,  in  September,  and 
that  the  secretary  send  in  advance  to  members 
minutes  of  matters  to  be  considered. 
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THE    SOCIAL    SIDE    OF    THE    BOSTON    AND   MAGNOLIA   MEETING,   AND   THE 

POST-CONFERENCE   EXCURSIONS. 


UOR  the  record  of  the  BoRton  and  Magnolia 
meeting  precedent  mubt  be  set  aside,  and 
the  chronicles  of  social  incident  and  of  post- 
conference  excursions  must  be  merged  into  one 
narrative.  This  is  because  both  were  in  fact 
•o  mingled  that  it  is  not  easy  to  separate  them, 
and  their  record  must  be  based  upon  reports 
sent  in  from  varied  sources,  as  no  one  or  two 
persons  could  possibly  *'  know  of  their  own 
knowledge  "  all  that  was  done  and  seen  on  this 
largest  of  A.  L.  A.  conferences. 

The  present  meeting  was  the  first  held  in 
Massachusetts  for  twenty-three  years,  and  the 
Old  Bay  State  —  for  so  long  the  centre  and 
model  of  library  development  —  gave  a  wel- 
come overflowing  with  hospitality  and  kindli- 
ness. The  first  formal  session,  held  at  the 
Boston  Public  Library  on  Saturday  morning, 
June  14,  served  mainly  to  bring  people  to- 
gether for  announcements  and  invitations, 
and  to  give  a  foretaste  of  the  welcome  that 
awaited  them.  Guides  were  in  attendance  to 
show  the  visitors  over  the  library  building,  and 
the  workings  of  each  department  were  courte- 
ously explained  ad  infinitum  by  those  in 
charge.  The  great  series  of  Abbey  pictures, 
so  recently  completed,  proved  the  magnet  to 
a  constantly  moving  and  changing  throng, 
and  indeed  throughout  the  three  Boston  days 
the  Public  Library  was  the  headquarters  of 
information  and  of  interest.  Saturday,  Sun- 
day, and  Monday  were,  according  to  the  pro- 
gram, assigned  for  visiting  the  principal 
libraries  of  Boston  and  Cambridge,  for  excur- 
sions and  sightseeing.  It  is  impossible  to  do 
more  than  note  a  few  of  the  delightful  inci- 
dents of  those  three  days.  At  Cambridge 
the  visitors  were  received  at  the  Public  Library 
by  Mr.  Gifford  and  his  staff  and  were  con- 
ducted through  the  building,  where  special 
interest  was  roused  by  the  collection  of  books 
and  manuscripts  by  Cambridge  authors.  The 
Harvard  Library,  with  its  many  treasures,  the 
Fogg  Art  Gallery,  the  Harvard  Museum,  and 
various  campus  buildings  were  inspected,  and 
a  centre  of  attraction  was  found  in  Phillips 
Brooks   house,  where  Mrs.  Eliot  and   several 


ladies  of  the  faculty  served  tea  for  the  library 
visitors.  On  Sunday  a  small  party  visited 
Brook  Farm  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Lindsay 
Swift,  and  at  the  invitation  of  Miss  Caroline 
Hewins,  and  on  their  return  were  entertained 
at  the  delightful  home  of  Mrs.  Hewins  and  her 
daughters;  others  visited  the  Boston  Art 
Museum ;  and  indeed  the  places  of  interest  in 
Boston  and  the  suburbs  and  nearby  cities  were 
overrun  by  eager  and  interested  librarians. 
Many  of  the  delegates  were  entertained  by 
friends,  or  by  the  local  hosts,  and  from  one 
party  of  assistants  comes  a  special  tribute  to 
the  hospitality  of  the  Massachusetts  Library 
Club,  which  provided  for  their  guests  delight- 
fully comfortable  quarters,  delegated  one  of 
the  ladies  of  the  guest  committee  to  act  as 
hostess  at  every  meal,  and  gave  many  thought- 
ful and  delicate  little  attentions  that  were  as 
much  appreciated  as  they  were  unexpected. 

On  Monday  morning  a  trip  about  Boston 
and  its  suburbs  on  the  electric  cars  had  been 
arranged  and  was  taken  by  a  large  number. 
The  start  was  made  from  the  Public  Library  at 
ten  o'clock  and  the  trip  lasted  until  twelve.  It 
was  followed  by  a  harbor  excursion  to  the  Bos- 
ton Light,  and  return,  arranged  through  the 
kindness  of  the  mayor,  for  which  the  city  boat 
y.  Putnam  Bradlee  had  been  chartered.  So 
large  was  the  attendance,  however,  that  a 
second  boat  had  also  to  be  pressed  into  service. 
The  afternoon  was  cloudy,  but  there  was  a  fine 
view  of  the  harbor,  and  the  trip  was  greatly 
enjoyed.  A  few  of  those  present  had  attended 
the  first  Boston  meeting  in  1879,  and  recalled 
the  delightful  harbor  trip  then  taken,  and  the 
luncheon  given  at  Deer  Island,  while  others 
were  reminded  of  the  like  trip  to  Deer  Island 
taken  in  connection  with  the  A.  L.  A.  meeting 
of  1890.  This  was  the  last  of  the  pre-confer- 
ence  excursions,  and  it  was  followed  by  general 
scrambles  for  baggage  and  railway  tickets, 
and  an  exodus  for  Magnolia,  where  the  three 
hotels  were  found  in  possession  of  a  goodly 
number  of  early  arrivals,  who  had  already 
explored  the  beauties  of  rocky  shores  and 
woodland  by-ways. 
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At  Magnolia,  despite  the  rush  and  nervous 
strain  of  a  busy  convention  of  over  one  thousand 
persons,  with  its  general  sessions,  special  sec- 
tions, committee  meetings,  and  * 'round  tables,*' 
there  was,  nevertheless,  a  strong  element  of 
outdoor  recreation  and  social  enjoyment.  It 
could  hardly  be  otherwise  in  a  '*  summer 
resort "  meeting,  such  as  this,  set  in  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  regions  of  the  New  England 
coast,  and  held  during  a  week  of  perfect  June 
weather.  The  consideration  of  problems  of 
bibliography  and  of  administration,  and  the 
discussion  of  such  crucial  questions  as  capitali- 
zation or  the  relative  dangers  of  Henty  and 
Ballantyne  as  food  for  infant  minds,  were 
lightened  by  rambles  to  Rafe*s  Chasm  or  to  the 
cliffs  near  Norman's  Woe,  by  boating  or  sail- 
ing parties,  and  by  long  drives  to  Gloucester, 
to  Rockport,  to  Manchester,  and  other  of  the 
delightful  nearby  resorts.  Moonlight  had  been 
considerately  provided  by  the  Local  Committee, 
and  the  moon,  the  rocks,  and  the  ocean  twice 
furnished  the  setting  for  a  general  midnight 
chorus  of  college  songs.  One  of  the  pleasant- 
est  incidents  of  the  meeting  was  the  delightful 
reception  and  afternoon  tea  given  for  the 
Association  by  the  Misses  Loringat  their  estate 
**  Burnside,"  Pride's  Crossing,  while  the  Bev-- 
erly  Historical  Society,  the  Manchester  Public 
Library,  and  the  Magnolia  Public  Library  also 
extended  a  hospitable  welcome  to  all  librarians 
during  the  conference.  There  were  reunions 
of  library  school  alumni,  meetings  of  state 
library  associations  and  clubs,  many  of  which 
combined  some  social  feature,  as  a  drive,  or  a 
luncheon,  with  their  business  routine.  On 
three  evenings  dancing  was  in  order,  and  in- 
deed the  program  throughout  succeeded  to  an 
unusual  degree  in  alternating  business  and 
pleasure. 

Saturday,  June  22,  was  for  most  of  the  mem- 
bers the  last  day  at  Magnolia,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  post-conference  activities.  It  rained 
steadily  and  heavily,  but  bad  weather  could  not 
dampen  the  ardor  of  the  library  pilgrims,  and  a 
large  party  made  a  special  trip  to  Salem,  where 
their  welcome  at  the  Public  Library  and  at 
Essex  Institute  was  as  cordial  as  the  elements 
were  unfriendly.  The  return  was  made  to 
Boston,  again  the  general  headquarters,  whence 
members  scattered  at  their  convenience,  north, 
south,  or  west. 

The  post-conference  plans  this  year  were,  in 


several  respects,  a  contrast  to  former  meetings. 
Two  special  trips  had  been  planned,  one  to  the 
White  Mountains  on  the  plan  of  the  Appala- 
chian Club  jaunts,  the  other  to  Bar  Harbor  by 
steamer  along  the  Maine  coast.  The  former 
was  given  up,  owing  to  the  small  number  desir- 
ing it ;  the  other  was  taken  by  a  party  of  only 
forty-seven.  The  remainder  of  the  one  thou- 
sand and  eighteen  seem  for  the  most  part  to 
have  scattered  themselves  over  the  surface  of 
New  England,  some  staying  in  Boston  for  the 
week  of  Harvard  commencement  festivities, 
many  returning  to  their  homes  by  way  of  New 
York,  and  others  spending  a  few  days  for  fur- 
ther visits  to  New  England  libraries  and  his- 
toric scenes.  A  party  of  about  thirty  gave  up 
Monday,  June  24,  to  a  visit  to  Lexington  and 
Concord,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Virgin 
and  Mr.  Crosby,  of  the  local  committee.  At 
Lexington  they  were  welcomed  by  Miss  Kirk- 
land,  Rev.  Mr.  Staples,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Crosby, 
and  under  their  escort  visited  the  library, 
housed  in  the  city  hall,  where  many  interesting 
Revolutionary  relics  were  displayed.  Among 
the  points  of  special  interest  were  Buckman's 
Tavern,  the  old  bell  tower,  from  which  rang 
out  the  call  to  arms  on  the  morning  of  Paul 
Revere's  warning,  and  the  famous  Clarke-Han- 
cock house,  rich  in  old-time  furniture  and  his- 
torical relics.  At  Concord,  Miss  Whitney  and 
Miss  Kelly,  of  the  Public  Library,  were  guides 
and  hostesses  in  one,  and  a  delightful  drive  was 
taken  to  the  Emerson,  Alcott,  and  Hawthorne 
homes,  to  Sleepy  Hollow  Cemetery,  and  to  the 
battlefield,  ending  with  a  visit  to  the  pleasant 
library. 

The  Bar  Harbor  party  came  into  existence  on 
the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  22d,  when 
two  score  and  seven  '*  dcm'd  damp,  moist" 
bodies  boarded  the  City  of  Bangor  for  the  all 
night  run  to  Rockland.  The  little  boat  started 
out  bravely  in  the  storm,  and  her  passengers 
sought  their  berths  at  an  early  hour,  hoping 
and  praying  that  the  morrow  might  dawn  bright 
and  fair.  But  alas !  for  their  hopes,  the  storm 
had  only  increased  its  fury.  The  same  damp 
party,  more  disconsolate  and  forlorn,  climbed 
over  the  gangway  to  the  steamer  Mt.  Desert 
at  Rockland,  early  on  Sunday.  Breakfast  for 
those  **  so  dispoged  "  was  found  on  the  dock, 
or  in  the  stuffy  cabin,  and  little  groups  were 
formed  on  the  wet  deck,  with  the  vain  hope 
that  the  sea  breeze  and  fresh  air  might  revive 
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their  flagging  spirits.  But  the  storm  was  a 
really  violent  one,  and  as  soon  as  the  pitching 
and  lurching  began,  one  by  one  most  of  the 
pilgrims  disappeared,  and  were  not  visible 
again  until  anchor  was  dropped  in  Bar  Har- 
bor at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Only 
the  tried  sailors  of  the  party  remained,  and  to 
the  unfortunates  who  longed  only  for  dry  land 
were  given  later  glowing  accounts  of  the  fury 
of  the  storm  and  the  magnificence  of  the  surf 
as  it  dashed  upon  the  cliffs  and  the  many  reefs 
along  the  coast. 

The  boat  was  scheduled  to  reach  Bar  Harbor 
before  noon,  but  it  could  make  but  little  head- 
way against  the  storm,  and  it  was  a  hungry  and 
weary  crowd  that  alighted  in  the  pouring  rain 
and  trailed  up  to  the  Newport  House  on  Sunday 
afternoon.  The  bright,  low,  broad  room  of 
the  office,  with  its  cheerful  log  fire  glowing  on 
the  hearth,  had  at  once  a  reviving  effect,  and 
after  a  good  dinner  and  a  short  rest  every  one 
was  restored  to  a  peaceful  and  cheerful  frame 
of  mind. 

The  days  that  followed  were  glorious  halcyon 
days  and  fully  paid  for  all  the  discomforts  of 
the  journey.  Monday  dawned  bright  and  fair. 
At  ten  o'clock  all  started  on  the  ocean  drive 
which  carried  them  along  the  edge  of  the  cliffs. 
They  alighted  at  Newport  Cove  to  watch  the 
surf  at  Schooner  Head ;  they  scrambled  down 
the  rocks  and  peeped  in  Anemone  Cave ;  they 
wandered  out  to  the  edge  of  Otter  Cli^s ;  and 
drove  home  around  the  other  side  of  Newport 
Mountain,  making  a  complete  circuit.  Looking 
back  to  Otter  Cliffs  from  the  gorge  between 
Newport  and  Green  Mountains,  the  view  was 
most  magnificent,  with  the  glimpse  of  the  ocean 
in  the  distance  and  Otter  Creek  winding  its 
way  through  the  meadows  in  the  valley. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  a  mountain  party 
'of  ten  was  organized  to  climb  Newport  Moun- 
tain, driving  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  where 
the  carriages  awaited  them  on  their  return. 
At  various  points  stops  were  made  to  enjoy 
each  view  and  cameras  were  busy  all  the  way. 
The  higher  they  climbed  the  more  islands  ap- 
peared in  view.  From  the  topmost  point 
could  be  seen  the  five  Porcupines,  Bar  Island, 
with  the  tide  receding  from  the  bar,  and  the 
islands  on  the  other  side  of  Mt.  Desert.  A 
mighty  gale  was  blowing  and  the  lee  side  of  a 
big  rock  was  sought  to  survey  the  harbor. 

Meanwhile  other  parties   had  been  formed. 


One  group  enjoyed  a  sail  up  Frenchman's  Bay 
to  the  coaling  station,  with  a  fine  view  of  the 
Ovens  and  Cathedral  Rock.  Another  made  an 
expedition  on  the  ferry  boat  Pemaquid  to  the 
Bluffs,  returning  home  on  the  Sappho.  Stops 
were  made  at  Sorrento,  Hancock  Point,  and 
Sullivan.  In  the  evening  the  shore  walk  was 
resorted  to,  to  enjoy  the  brilliant  sunset  and 
afterglow,  and  at  half -past  nine  the  moon  arose 
to  find  groups  still  lingering  on  the  rocks. 

On  Tuesday  morning  two  parties  set  out 
separately  to  climb  Green  Mountain  and  one  of 
these  met  with  a  series  of  thrilling  experiences. 
They  started  at  half-past  eight  in  the  morning 
and  returned  in  scattered  numbers  wet,  rag- 
ged, and  scratched,  from  three  until  half -past 
four  in  the  afternoon.  They  had  climbed  the 
mountain  by  the  path  and  had  then  attempted 
to  find  a  new  trail  on  the  other  side,  with 
results  which  can  be  appreciated  only  by  the 
seasoned  climber.  After  wading,  scrambling, 
and  stumbling  for  what  seemed  weary  miles  they 
came  out  at  the  back  of  a  farm-house,  and  were 
able  to  reach  civilization  once  more.  While 
some  climbed,  others  enjoyed  a  drive  to  the 
Ovens.  Unhappily  the  tide  was  coming  in  and 
the  Ovens  and  Cathedral  Rock  could  be  viewed 
only  by  hanging  over  the  edge  of  the  precipice, 
but  this  added  zest  to  the  game  The  ferry- 
boat trip  proved  again  popular  in  the  afternoon 
and  others  rambled  along  the  shore  walk  or 
yielded  to  the  attractions  of  the  village  shops. 

Wednesday  found  all  reluctant  to  leave  this 
beautiful  haven  of  mountain  and  sea  and  wood- 
land. Until  the  last  call  for  an  early  dinner 
they  sat  on  the  piazza  feasting  their  eyes  on 
the  glorious  blue  sky  with  its  soft  fieecy  clouds 
forming  a  background  for  the  pines  of  the 
islands.  A  slight  spattering  of  rain  tried  to 
discourage  those  who  were  to  brave  the  voyage 
home ;  but  all  eyes  were  on  the  clouds,  which 
gave  every  indication  of  fair  weather.  Noth- 
ing can  ever  surpass  that  sail  down  through 
the  islands.  The  sky  and  clouds  could  not 
have  been  more  perfect.  The  islands,  which 
had  shown  only  little  patches  of  green  through 
the  mist  and  rain  on  the  previous  Sunday,  now 
stood  in  bold  relief  against  the  sky.  One 
group  gathered  beside  the  pilot  house,  which 
commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  passing  scenery. 
Nothing  could  induce  them  to  leave  the  spot, 
neither  cold,  nor  wind,  nor  even  the  alluring 
sound  of  the  supper  bell.    They  preferred  to 
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wait  until  Rockland  should  be  reached  and 
then  eat  a  fragmentary  meal,  perched  on  the 
high  stools  of  the  restaurant  on  the  dock. 
Happily  the  boat  was  a  few  hours  late  and 
they  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  sun  set 
behind  the  mountains  before  they  reached 
Rockland.  The  beautiful  afterglow  did  not 
die  away  until  the  Bangor  boat  pulled  out; 
and  then  the  moon  rose  in  a  perfect  night  of 
brilliant  stars.  Morning  found  them  steaming 
energetically  into  Boston  Harbor,  with  rain 
coming  down    in    torrents    and    the   steamer 


rolling  about  on  the  waves.  Thus,  as  the  post- 
conference  began,  so  it  adjourned,  in  the  pour- 
ing, drenching  rain ;  but  no  amount  of  mist  or 
moisture  can  dull  the  memory  of  those  perfect 
Bar  Harbor  days,  or  of  that  glorious  panorama 
that  was  unfolded  as  the  Maine  coast  was 
passed  and  left  behind  on  the  homeward 
journey.  To  the  thoughtfulness  and  foresight 
of  their  conductor,  Mr.  Jones,  to  which  the 
pleasure  of  the  trip  was  so  largely  due,  the  Bar 
Harbor  pilgrims  owe  a  debt  of  cordial  thanks, 
gladly  registered,  and  paid  in  all  sincerity. 
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Chandler,  William  D.,  Tr.  Sute  L.,  Concord,  N.H. 

Chapman,  Efiie  L.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Chapman,  Emily  K.,  Asst.  Mattapan  R.  R.,  Milton, 
Mass. 

Chapman,  Grace  D.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S., 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Chase,  Adelaide  M.,  Ln.  Stone  smd  Webster,  93 
Federal  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Chase,  Alice  W.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Chase,  Arthur  Horace,  Ln.  State  L.,  Concord, 
N.H. 

Chase,  Frederick,  Ln.  Qty  L.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Cheever,  Mrs.  A.  C,  Saugus,  Mass. 

Cheney,  Frances  S.,  Asst  Ln.  Town  L.,  Framing- 
ham,  Mass. 

Cheney,  John  Vance,  Ln.  Newberry  L.,  Chicago, 
111. 

Chevalier,  Samuel  Arthur,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Child,  Grace  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Derby,  Conn. 

Child,  Marion  £.,  Trustee  P.  ll,  Walpole,  Mass. 

Child,  William  B.,  Ln.  Union  League  Club,  N.  Y. 
Qty. 

Christian,  Lucia  L.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 

Claflin,  Louise,  Asst.  P.  L^  Qeveland,  O. 

Clark,  Dr,^  Tr.  P.  L.,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

Qark,  Josephine  A.,  Ln.  US.  Oept  of  Agricul- 
ture L.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Clarke,  Alma  Arthur,  Branch  Ln.,  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
N.  Y.  City. 

Clarke,  Edith  E.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Vt  L.,  Burlington, 
Vt 

Clarke,  Emma  L.,  Ln.Town  L.,  Framingham,  Mass. 

Clarke,  Mary  E. ,  Ln.-in-charge  P.  L.  Br.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

Clarke,  Mary  Reynolds,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Qendenin,  Susan,  Asst  Y.  W.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.City. 

Clifford,  Rev.  C.  J.,  Editor  Providence  Visitor^ 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Coates,  A.  B.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Saugus,  Mass. 

Cobb,  Edith  H.,  Acushnet,  Mass.,  student  Drexel 
Inst  L.  S. 

Cobleigh,  Miss  E.  S.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Coburn,  Elizabeth  S.,  Asst.  Harvard  Coll.  L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Coburn,  Jennie  M.,  Cataloger,  Harvard  Coll.  L., 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Cochrane,  Anna  C,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Cochrane,  Charlotte,  Asst.  CataJoger  P.  L.,  Quincy, 
Mass. 


Cochrane,  Sarah  A«,  2d  A»t  Ln.  P.  L.,  Detrmt, 
Mich. 

Coffin,  Mrs.  Eva  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Peterboroo^  N.  H. 

Coit,  Emily  S.,  Cataloger  P.  ll,  Boffido,  N.Y. 

Colby,  Adah  Marie,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Colcord,  Mabel,  Asst.  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Albany,  K.  Y. 

Cole,  George  Watson,  1925  7th  Ave. ,  N.  Y.  Cky. 

Cole,  William  A.,  ex-Ln.,  Millville,  Mass. 

Collingham,  Rose,  Asst  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.L 

Comegjrs,  Mrs.  Rose,  520  Madison  Ave.,  Scranton, 
Pa. 

Comer,  Anna  S.,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Winthrop,  Mass. 

Conner,  Martha  J.,  Willow   Spring!,  Pa.,  student 
Drexel  Inst.  L.  S. 

Conway,  Elizabeth,  Ln.  Mt   Hermon  Sch.,  Mt 
Hermon,  Mass. 

Coolidge,  J.  R.,  Tr.  Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Coombs,  Mrs,  E.  R.,  East  Saugus,  Mass. 

Cooper,  Louise  B.,  Asst  F.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Copeland,  Lora  A^  Asst  P.  L.,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Copeland,  Sara  Foster,  Cataloger  State  L.,  Colum- 
bus, O. 

Cordes,  Bessie  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Winthrop,  Mas. 

Corey,  Deloraine  Pendre,  Pres.  P.  L.,  Maiden,  Ma^ 

Corey,  Mrs.  Deloraine  P.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Corwin,  Miss  E.  F.,  Asst.  State  L.,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Cotting,  Sarah  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Marlborough,  Mass. 

CoveU  A.  S.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Magnolia,  Mass.     (Masos 
Building,  Boston.) 

Grain,  Lucy  B.,  Asst  F.  P.  L.,  Newton,  Mass. 

Crampton,  Susan,  Asst.  Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pi. 

Cramton,  Ellen  B.,  Ln.  Levi  Hejrwood  Mem.  L, 
Gardner,  Mass. 

Crandall,  J.  R.,  Jr.,  Remington  typewriter,  N.Y. 
City. 

Crewitt,  Mrs.  Julia  M.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Crosby,  Harriet  L.,  Ln.  Nevens  Mem.  L.,  Methnei, 
Mass. 

Crosby,  J.  Allen,  printer,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Cross,   Beulah   L.,   Supply   Qerk    N.  Y.  Stale  L, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

Crunden,  Frederick  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Crunden,  Mrs.  F.  M.,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Cufflin,  M.  Florence,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gumming,  Nellie,  Watertown,  Mass. 

Cunmon,  Rev.  M.  A.,  Br.  of  Cathedral  L.,  505  W. 
40th  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Cunningham,  Mrs,  G.  B.,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Curran,  Mrs.  Mary  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Bangor,  Me. 

Currier,  T.  Franklin,  Head  of  Catalog  Dept.,  Har- 
vard Coll.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Cutter,  Charles  Ammi,  Ln.  Forbes  L.,  Northamp- 
ton, Mass. 

Cutter,  WilUam  Parker,  Chief  Order  Division,  L  d 
Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Cutter,  Mrs.  W.  P.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Cutter,  William  R.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Wobum.  Mass. 

Daggett,  Caroline  M.,  Head  Cataloger  P.  L,  Syn- 
cuse,  N.  Y. 

Daly,  Margaret  C,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dame,    Katharine,    CaUloger    Cornell    Univ.   L. 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Damon,  Lalia  Mae,  Asst  Forbes  L.,-  Northamptoi, 
Mass. 

Dana,  John  Cotton,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Dana,  Mrs.  John  C,  Newark,  N.  J. 
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Danforth,  George  F.,  Ln.  Indiana  Univ.  L.,  Bloom- 

ington,  Ind. 
Davis,  Mrs.  C.  L.,  Saugus,  Mass. 
Davis,  Mrs.  Eliza  R.,  Custodian  P.  L.,  West  End 

Br.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Davis,  Esther  M.,  Cataloger  Univ.  Qub  L.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Davis,  Olin  Sylvester,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lakeport,  N.  H. 
Davison,  Mrs,  M.  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dalton,  Mass. 
Dawley,  Grace  H.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Orange,  Mass. 
Day,  Madeleine  R.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Day,  Mary  A.,  Ln.  Gray  Herbarium,  Harvard  Univ., 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Decker,  Cora  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Scranton,  Pa. 
Deery,  Delia  Jean,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Deming,  Miss  D.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Denison,  George  A.,  with  G.  &  C.  Merriam  Co., 

Springfield,  Mass. 
Dewey,  Melvii,  Director  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
D'Wolf,  Miss  A.  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  New  Bedford, 

Mass. 
Diefendorf,  D.  Elizabeth,  Asst.  Ln.  Wesleyan  Univ. 

L.,  Middletown,  Conn 
Dielman,  L.  H.,  Cataloger  State  L.,  Annapolis,  Md. 
Dielman,  Mrs,  L.  H.,  Annapolis,  Md. 
Dix,  M.  Etta,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Melrose,  Mass. 
Doane,  Rebecca  F.,  Ln.  F.  ll,  Milford,  N.  H. 
Doane,  Walter  Homer,  Art  Metallic  Construction 

Co.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 
Doane,  Mrs.  W.  H.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 
Dodge,  Bertha  Alma,   student    IlL   State   L.   S., 

Champaign,  111. 
Dodge,  Nellie  E.,  Asst.  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Donnelly,  June  Richardson,  student  N.  Y.  State  L. 

S.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Doran,  Miss^  Asst.  P.  L.,  Fall  River,  Mass. 
Doren,  Electra  Collins,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dayton,  O.,  and 

2d  Vice  President  A.  L.  A. 
Dougherty,  Anna  R.,  Asst.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Douglass,  Jessie  M.,  Asst.  Boston  Athenaeum,  Bps- 

ton,  Mass. 
Dow,  George  Francis,  Sec.  Essex  Institute,  Salem, 

Mass. 
Downes,  Mrs.  William  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Canton,  Mass. 
Downey,  Mary  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Ottumwa,  la. 
Doyle,  Agnes  C,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Draper,  Annie  E.,  student  N.Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 

N.  Y. 
Draper,  F.  A.,  Publisher,  Boston,  Mass. 
Draper,   Mrs,   Henry,   271    Madison   Ave.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Draper,   Miriam  S.,  Ln.   Children's   Museum,  185 

Brooklyn  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Daddy,  Bessie  L,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 
Dudley,  Charles  R.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Denver,  Col. 
Duncan,  W.  H.,  Jr.,  Ln.  Univ.  Club.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Dunn,   Florence    E.,  student  N.   Y.   State  L.  S., 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Durand,  Susan  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dorkee,  Cara  D.,  Asst.  Newberry  L.,  Chicago,  111. 
Eager,  Sarah  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Racine,  Wis. 
Eames,  Wilberforce,  Ln.  Lenox    Br.  P.  L.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Earhart,  Frances  E.,  Chicora,  Pa.,  student  Drexel 

Inst.  L.  S. 
Earl,  Mrs,   Elizabeth  C,  P.  L.  Com.  of  Indiana, 

Connersville,  Ind. 


Eastrosm,  Linda  A.,  Vice-Ln.  P.  L.,  Qeveland,  O. 

Eastman,  Martha  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Westborough, 
Mass. 

Eastman,  William  Reed,  Inspector  P.  L.  Dept., 
SUte  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Eastman,  Mrs.  William  R.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Eastwood,  Mary,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Eaton,  Miss,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Edwards,  Ella  M.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Goshen,  Ind-. 

Egbert,  Alice,  ChUdren's  Ln.  P.  L.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Eger,  Bertha,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Eldridge,  Eva  A.,  Asst  Morse  Institute,  Natick, 
Mass. 

Eliot,  Charles  W.,  President  Harvard  Univ.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Elmendorf,  Henry  L.,  Supt.  P.  L.,  Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

Elrod,  Jennie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Columbus,  Ind. 

Emerson,  Mabel  E.,  Ref.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Providence, 
R.  I. 

Emery,  Alice  F.,  Asst  Ln.  F.  L.,  Newton,  Mats. 

Emery,  E.  W.,  Asst  Ln.  State  L.,  Augusta,  Me. 

Emery,  Gertrude,  Children's  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lynn, 
Mass. 

Engle,  Emma  R.,  ChUdren's  Ln.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Essex,  Mary  C,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Estey,  G.  Fred,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Evans,  Adelaide  F.,  student  Pratt  Inst.  L.  S.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

Evans,  Mrs.  Alice  G.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Decatur,  111. 

Everitt,  Charles  P.,  with  Doubleday,  Page  &  Co., 
N.  Y.  City. 

Fairbanks,  Exlward  T.,  Sec.  and  Treas.,  St  Johns- 
bury  Athenaeum,  St  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

Fairchild,  Rev.  Edwin  Milton,  Lecturer  Educational 
Church  Board,  Albany,, N.  Y. 

Fairchild,  Mrs,  Ssdome  Cutler  (Mrs.  E.  M.),  Vice 
Director  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Falkner,  Roland  P.,  Chief,  Division  of  Documents, 
L.  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Farr,  Mary  Parry,  Library  Organizer,  258  So.  44th 
St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Farrar,  Ida  F.,  Head  Cataloger  City  L.,  Springfield, 
Mass. 

Fatout,  Nellie  B.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  El  wood,  Ind. 

Faucon,  Charlotte,  Milton,  Mass. 

Faxon,  Frederick  Winthrop,  Manager  Library  Dept. 
The  Boston  Book  Co.,  83-91  Francis  St.,  Back 
Bay,  Boston,  Secretary  of  A.  L.  A.  (Address 
108  Glenway  St.,  Dorchester,  Mass.) 

Faxon,  Mrs.  F.  W.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Fearey,  Charlotte  S.,  Asst  State  L,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Ferguson,  M.  Jay,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Oklahoma,  Norman, 
Okla.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S. 

Femald,  Helen  Augusta,  384  Adams  St.,  Dorches- 
ter, Mass. 

Fichtenkam,  Alice  C,  Head  Cataloger,  Documents 
Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Field,  Alice  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Fisher,  Georgiana  O.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Fison,  Gertrude  S.,  Asst.  Forbes  L.,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

Fison,  Herbert  W.,  Ln.  Narragansett  L.  Assn., 
Peace  Dale,  R.  I. 

Fitzgerald,  Eva  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Flagg,  Charles  A.,  Asst.  L.  of  Congress,  Washing- 
ton, D.C 


26o 


MAGNOUA  CONFERENCE. 


Flash,  Mrs,  N.  F.,  Homeopathic  Hospital,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Fleischner,  Otto,  Asst  Ln.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Fletcher,  Francis  Richmond,  Library  Bureau,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Fletcher,  Mrs,  F.  R.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Fletcher,  May  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Ayer,  Mass. 

Fletcher,  Robert  S.,  Ln.  Carnegie  P.  L.,  Bradford, 
Pa. 

Fletcher,  William  L,  Ln.  Amherst  Coll.  L.,  Am- 
herst, Mass. 

Fletcher,  Mrs,  W.  1.,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Flinn,  Agnes  £.,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Flint,  Col,  Weston,  Ln.  P.  L.  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Flint,  Mrs,  Weston,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Follansbee,  Alice  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Amesbury,  Mass. 

Forrest,  Gertrude  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Milton,  Mass. 

Forsyth,  Walter  G.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Foss,  Sam  Walter,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Foster,  William  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Fox,  Mrs,  Mary  A.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Francis,  Mary,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Freeman,  Manila  Waite,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Michigan  City, 
Ind. 

French,  Afrs.  Charles  H.,  Canton,  Mass. 

Friedley,  Georgia  Anna,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Bedford,  Ind. 

FrinsdorfT,  EmUy  O.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Fuller,  Edith  Davenport,  Ln.  Episcopal  Theological 
Sch.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Fuller,  Frances  Howard,  21  W,  lOist  St.,  N.  Y. 
City,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S. 

Furbish,  Alice  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Portland,  Me. 

Gaffin,  Frances  E.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Galbreath,  Charles  B.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Columbus,  O. 

Ganley,  Marie,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Gardner,  Eva  Swift,  Asst  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Garland,  Caroline  Harwood,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dover, 
N.  H. 

Garretson,  Harriet  E.,  Classifier  P.  L.,  Cincinnati, 
O. 

Garrison,  Frank  W.,  Tr.  Hathaway  Book-Binding 
Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Garrison,  Afrs,  F.  W.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Garvin,  Ethel,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  L 

Gates,  Edith  M.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Gay,  Ernest  L.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Gay,  Frank  Butler,  Ln.  Watkinson  L.,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Gay,  A/rs,  Frank  B.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Gay,  Helen  Kilduff,  Ln.  P.  L.,  New  London,  Conn. 

Gibbons,  Rosa  M.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Gibbs,  Afiss  E.  N.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S., 
Albanv,  N.  Y. 

Gibbs,  Laura  Russell,  109  Brooks  St.,  W.  Medford, 
Mass. 

Gifford,  William  Logan  Rodman,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Gifford,  Mrs,  W.  L.  R.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Gilbert,  Emma  H.,  144  Elm  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Gilbert,  Walter  M.,  Sec.  Ofl5ce,  Columbia  Univ., 
N.  Y.  City. 

Gile,  Jessie  S.,  Asst.  P.  L,,  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Gilmore,  Lucien  Brainerd,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Detroit, 
Mich. 


Gleason,    Herbert    W.,    Official  A.    L.  A.  SCo- 

ographer,  31  Pinckney  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Gleason,  Mrs,  Herbert  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Godard,  George  S.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Hartford,  Cona. 
Godard,  Mrs,  George  S.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Goddard,  Edward  M.,  Ln.  Vt.  Hist.  Soc  and  AsL 

Ln.  State  L.,  Montpelier,  Vt. 
Goddard,  Mrs,  Eldward  M.,  Montpelier,  Vt 
Coding,  Sarah  E.,  Asst    Ln.  F.  L.,  Philadclphii, 

Pa. 
Goeks,  Hedwig  M.,   Ln.   P.  L.,  Ottendorfer  Br., 

N.  Y.  City. 
Goldberg,  Bessie,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Chicago,  UL 
Goodale,  Grace,  student   IlL    State   L.  S.,  Qiam- 

paign,  111. 
Gookin,  Edward,  Sec   to  Ln.    Harvard  CoU.  L, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Gorse,  Helen,  St  Louis,  Mo. 
Gould,    Charles    Henry,    Ln.    McGill   Univ.  L, 

Montreal,  P.  Q.,  Canada. 
Gracie,  Helen,  Asst.  Carnegie  L.,  Pittsborgh,  Ft. 
Graffin,  Frances,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Granger,  Anne  C,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Qeveland,  O. 
Graniss,  Ruth  S.,  student  Pratt  Inst.  L.  S.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 
Gray,  Paul  E.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
Green,  Carrie  Smythe,    Ln.    Bsuigor  Tbeokgiai 

Seminary,  Bangor,  Me. 
Green,  Samuel  S.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mas. 
Green,  Walter  Cox,  Asst  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  Qty. 
Greene,  Charlotte  W.,  Ln.  Bigelow  F.  P.  U,  OBb- 

ton,  Mass. 
Greenleaf,  Arthur  P.,  Tr.  Parlin  Mem.  L.,  Events 

Mass. 
Greenman,  E.  May,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Grierson,  Mrs,  E.  S.,  Ln.  P.  L.  of  Calumet  &  Heck 

Mining  Co.,  Calumet,  Mich. 
Groves,  Charlotte  E.,  student  N.    Y.  Stote  I.  S, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Guerrier,  Edith,  Custodian  P.  L.,  Station  W.,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
Guggenbeimer,  Aimee,  Ln.  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Fa^ 

estry,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Guild,  Mrs.  Chester,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hadley,  Anna,  Ln.  Ansonia  L.,  Ansonia.  Conn. 
Hafner,  Alfred,  of  G.  E.  Stechert,  N.  Y.  Qty. 
Hagar,  Sarah  C,  Ln.  Fletcher    F.  L..  Burlinetoa, 

Vt. 
Haines,    Helen    E.,    Managing   Editor,    Ukrvj 

Journal^  298  Broadway,  N.  Y.  Qty. 
Hall,  Belle  S.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hall,  Drew  B.,  Ln.  Millicent  L.,  Fairhaven,  Mm. 
Hall,  Afrs,  Drew  B.,  Fairhaven,  Mass. 
Hall,   E.   Frances,  Ln.   Mass.    Agricultunl   CoO, 

Amherst,  Mass. 
Hamant,  G.  R.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  North  Brookiidd,  Mas. 
Hamant,  Mrs,  G.  R.,  North  Brookfield,  Mass. 
Hamilton,  Geneva  Ring,  Asst  Ln.  Univ.  of  Me. 

Orono,  Me. 
Hannum,  Charlotte    K.,    Asst.    Drexel  Inst  U 

PhiladelphU,  Pa. 
Hanson,  James  Christian    Meinich,  Chief  Citttof 

Division,  L.  of  Congress,  Washington,  a  C 
Harris,  Isabella,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Milton,  MasL 
Harrison,  Joseph    LeRoy,     Ln.    Providence  k^ 

nseum.  Providence,  R.  I. 
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Hart,  Mildred,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Hartich,  Mrs.  Alice  D.,  Ln.-in-charge  P.  L.,  Bush- 
wick  Br.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hartswick,  Howard  B.,  ist  Asst.  Ln.,  State  L., 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Hartswick,  Mrs,  H.  B.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Hasse,  Adelaide  R.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Hastings,  C  H.,  Asst  in  Catalog  Div.,  L.  of  Con- 
gress, Washington,  D.  C. 

Haapt,  Lura  S.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Haven,  Georgetta,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Haven,  Phebe  P.,  3575  Eden  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hawkins,  Emma  J.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 

Hawkins,  Mrs,  George,  Malone,  N.  Y. 

Hawley,  Frances  B.,  Supt.  Branches  and  Appren- 
tices, P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hawley,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Cataloger  The  John 
Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  IlL 

Hayes,  Edith  Bancroft,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Somerville, 
Mass. 

Haynes,  Emily  M.,  Ln.  Joshua  Hyde  L.,  Sturbridge, 
Mass.      Student  Orexel  Institute  L.  S. 

Haynes,  Frances  E.,  Asst.  Ln.,  Mt.  Holyoke  Coll. 
L.,  So.  Hadley,  Mass. 

Hazeltine,  Mary  Emogene,  Ln.  James  Prendergast 
L.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Heath,  Rose,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Heatwole,  Mrs,  Ella  R.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Hedge,  Frederic  H.,  ex-Ln.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Hellings,  Emma  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hemmings,  Anita,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Henderson,  Maud  R.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Henry,  W.  £.,  Ln.  State  L.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Hensel,  Martin,  Ln.  P.  Sch.  L.,  Columbus,  O. 

Hepburn,  William  M.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S., 
Albany  N.  Y. 

Herbert,  Clara  Wells,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Bushwick  Br., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Herron,  Leonora  E.,  Ln.  Hampton  Inst.  L.,  Hamp- 
ton, Va. 

Hewett,  Jane  A.,  Ln.  Morrell  Mem.  L.,  Norwood, 
Mass. 

Hewins,  Mrs,  C.  A.,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Hewins,  Caroline  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Hewins,  Lucy  C,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Hicks,  Mrs,  J.,  Calhoun  Falls,  S.  C. 

Higbee,  Mrs.  E.  W.,  6  West  St.,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

Hildebrand,  Lee  B.,  Asst.  P.  Ln  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Hill,  Frank  Pierce,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hill,  Frank  Pierce,  Jr„  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Hill,  Harriet  F.,  Asst.  Ln.  City  L.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Hinckley,  George  L.,  Asst.  Forbes  L.,  Northamp- 
ton, Mass. 

Hine,  J.  William,  Art  Metal  Construction  Co.,  406 
Tremont  Bldg.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hitchcock,  Grace  L.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hitchler,  Theresa,  Supt.  of  Cataloging,  P.  L.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

Hoagland,  Merica,  Library  Organizer  of  Indiana 
P.  L.  Commission,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Hodge,  Mrs,  Harriet  Evans,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Cincinnati 
L.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Hodges,  Nathaniel  Dana  Carlile,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Cincin- 
nati, O. 

Hollingworth,  Ida  F.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Dover,  N.  H. 


Holston,  Isabel,  Ln.  Deptford  Institute  F.  L.,  Wood- 
bury, N.  J. 
Hooper,  Louisa  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Brookline,  Mass. 
Hopkins,  Anderson  Hoyt,  Asst.   Ln.    The   John 

Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  111. 
Hopkins,  Mrs,  Anderson  H.,  Evanston,  111. 
Hosmer,  Dr,  James  Kendall,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Minneapolis, 

Minn.,  and  First  Vice-President  A.  L.  A. 
Houghton,  Celia  M.,  Littleton,  Mass.,  student  N.  Y. 

State  L.  S. 
Houghton,  Miss  E.  G.,  191  Commonwealth  Ave., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Houghton,  John  C,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Lynn,  Mass. 
Hume,  Jessie  F.,  Ln.  Queen's  Borough  L.,  L.  I. 

City,  N.  Y. 
Humphrey,   Gertrude   Priscilla,    Organizer  P.   L., 

Lansing,  Mich. 
Humphrey,  L.  D.,  with  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Hunkins,  Grace  Hamilton,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Haverhill, 

Mass. 
Hunt,  Clara  W.,  Children's  Ln  F.  P.  L.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Hunt,  Edward  B.,  Chief  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Hurter,  Florence  D.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 
Husted,  Harriet  F.,  Ln.  Y.  W.  C.  A.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Hutchins,  Femald,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston. 
Hutchins,  Frank  A.,  Sec.  Wis.  F.  L.  Com.,  Madi- 
son, Wb. 
Hutchinson,  Susan  A.,  Ln.  Brooklyn  Inst  Museum 

L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
lies,  George,  Park  Ave.  Hotel,  N.  Y.  City. 
Isbister,  Jennie  E.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Isom,    Mary    Frances,  Ln.  L.  Assoc,    Portland, 

Oregon. 
Jackson,  Rev.  George  A.,  Ln.  General  Theological 

L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Jahr,  Torstein,  Cataloger  L.  of  Congress,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
James,  Hannah  P.,  Ln.  Osterhout  F.  L.,  Wilkes- 

barre,  Pa. 
James,  Miss  M.  S.  R.,  Ln.  Library  Bureau,  Boston, 

Mass. 
James,   William  John,    Ln.    Wesleyan  Univ.    L., 

Middletown,  Conn. 
Janvrin,    Charles    E.,     Hampton     Falls,    N.   H., 

student  Drexel  Inst  L.  S. 
Jencks,  Charles  W.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Jenkins,  Beatrice  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Dover,  N.  H. 
Jenks,  Edwin  M.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 

N.  Y. 
Johnson,  Miss  A.  L.,  Asst  Parlin  Mem.  L.,  Everett, 

Mass. 
bhnson,  Arolyn  L.,  Asst  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
ohnson,  Edith,  Leavenworth,  Kan. 
ohnson,  Ellen  L.,  Ln.  Parlin  Mem.  L.,  Everett, 

Mass. 
Johnson,  Mrs,  G.  G.,   58  Church    St,   Hartford, 

Conn. 
Johnson,  Mary  Hannah,  Ln.  Carnegie  L.,  Nashville, 

Tenn. 
Johnson,  Ortha  B.,  Asst  Ln.  P.  L.,  Leavenworth, 

Kan. 
Johnston,  Charles  D.,  Ln.  Cossitt  L.,   Memphis, 

Tenn. 
Johnston,  Dunkin  V.  R.,  Ref.  Ln.  State  L.,  Albany, 

N.  Y. 
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{ohnston,  Mrs,  Dankin  V.  R.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
ones,  £.  Louise,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  North  Andover, 

Mass. 
Jones,  Gardner  Maynard,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass., 
and  Treas.  A.  L.  A. 

{ones,  Mrs,  Gardner  M.,  Salem,  Mass. 
ones,  Mrs,  ],  A.,  San    Antonio,  Texas,  student 
Orexel  Inst.  L.  S. 

{ones,  Ralph  K.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Maine,  Orono,  Me. 
ordan,  Alice  M.,  Children's  Ln.  P.  L.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Josephson,  Aksel  Gustav  Salomon,  Cataloger  The 
John  Crerar  L.,  Chicago,  111. 

Judd,  Lewis  Strong,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  Gty. 

Katz,  Louise  W.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Kautz,  F.  R.,  Trustee  Butler  ColL  L.  (address  care 
Bowen  Merrill  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.). 

Kavana,  Julia  D.  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Wendell,  Mass. 

Keefer,  Jessie  G^  Asst.  P.  L.,  Scranton,  Pa. 

Keenan,  John  J.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Keenan,  Matthew  T.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Keller,  Helen  Rex,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Kelley,  Helen  T.,  Supt.  of  Circulation  P.  L.,  De- 
troit, Mich. 

Kellogg,  Louise  Phelps,  Asst.  Wis.  State  Hist.  Soc, 
Madison,  Wis. 

Kellogg,  Paul  C,  Remington  typewriter,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Kelly,  H.  J.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 

Kelly,  Mrs,  H.  J.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 

Kelso,  Tessa  L.,  with  Baker  &  Taylor  Co.,  33  Union 
Sq..  N.  Y.  City. 

Kennard,  Louise,  Training  Class,  Carnegie  L.,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Kent,  Henry  W.,  Ln.  Grolier  Club,  29  E.  32d  St., 
N.  Y.  City. 

Keogh,  Andrew,   Ref.  Ln.  Yale  Univ.   L.,  New 
Haven,  Conn. 

Kerr,  Helen  J.,  Asst.  P.  L. ,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Kerr,  Willis  H.,   Sec.    Bellevue  Coll.,   Bellevue, 
Neb. 

Keyes,    Virginia    M.,   Ln.   Town    L.,  Lancaster, 
Mass. 

Kilbum,  Mrs,  Harriet  M.,  192  Marlborough  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Kimball,  W.  C,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Passaic,  N.  J.,  Chairman 
N.  J.  L.  Commission,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

King,  Ellen,  ist  Asst.  F.  L.  of  Philadelphia,  German- 
town  Br.,  Germantown,  Pa. 

Kingman,  Helene  Agnes,  Cataloger  F.  P.  L.,  Tren- 
ton, N.  J. 

Kinsman,  Carrie  H.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Kirkland,    Marion    P.,   Ln.   Cary   L.,   Lexington, 
Mass. 

Kite,  Agnes  C,  Ln.  F.  L.,  West  Phila.  Br.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Knight,  Marion  A.,  ClassiBer,  Carnegie  L.,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Koch,  Theodore   Wesley,  Asst.    L.  of   Congress, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Koopman,   Harry   Lyman,   Ln.  Brown  Univ.   L., 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Koster,   Caroline  Louise,  Children's  Ln.  Carnegie 
L.,  Mt.  Washington  Br.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Kroeger,  Alice  Bertha,  Ln.  Drexel  Inst.  L.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


Kyle,  Bertha  G.,  Asst.  Gty  L.,  Lowell,  Mi 

Kyle,  Qara  A.,  Asst  Ln.,  Parlin  Mem.  L.,  Everett, 

Mass. 
Lamb,  Eliza,  Ln.  Western  Coll.,  Oxford,  O. 
Lambert,  Cecelia  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Passaic,  N.  J. 
Lamprey,  Mary  L.,  Ln.  Ames  F.  L.,  North  Eastou, 

Mass. 
Lane,  Belle,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Lane,  Mrs.  C  M.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Lane,  Mrs.  Evelyn  N.,  Chief  Issue  Dept  GtyL, 

Springfield,  Mass. 
Lane,    Lucius    Page,    Cataloger     P.    L.,    Boston, 

Mass. 
Lane,  William    Coolidge,  Ln.   Harvard   Coll.  L, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Larsen,    Martha,   Asst  Deichmanske    Bibliothek, 

Kristiania,  Norway,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S. 
Lawrence,  EtU    F.,  Asst    P.   L.,  New   Bedford, 

Mass. 
Leach,  Margaret,  Ln.,  No.  Broolcfield,  Mass 
Learned,  Lucie  A.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lease,  Evelyn  S.,  Asst.  Kellogg  Hubbard  L.,  Mont- 

pelier,  Vt 
Leavitt,  Luella  K.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Le  Clear,  Minnie,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Lee,  Francis  H.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Petersham,  Mass. 
Lee,  G.  W.,  Information  and  Research   Ln.,  93 

Federal  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lefavour,  Henry,  Pres.  Simmons  CoU.,  30  Hunting- 
ton Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Le  Huray,  Louise,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Summit,  N.  J. 
Leighton,  Mrs.  Flora  H.,  Scc'y  to   Ln.  Gty  L, 

SpringBeld,  Mass. 
Leipziger,  Henry  M^  Consulting  Ln.,  AguilarL, 

113  E.  59th  St,  N.  Y.  City. 
Leipziger,  Pauline,  Ln.,  Aguilar  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Leonard,  Grace  Fisher,  Asst  Ln.  Providence  .Ath- 
enaeum, Providence,  R.  I. 
Lewis,  Kate,  West  Superior,   Wis.,    student  Pratt 

Inst.  L.  S. 
Libbie,  F.  J.,  646  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lincoln,  Roland  C,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Manchester,  Mass. 
Lindsay,  Mary  Boyden,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Evanston,  DL 
Little,  George  T.,  Ln.  Bowdoin  Coll.  L.,  Brunswick, 

Me. 
Livermore,  Mrs,  Susan  E.,  Asst.  Charlestown  Bt 

P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Locke,  John  S.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Locbman,    Harriet   D.,  Asst.    P.   L.,   Cambridge, 

Mass. 
Lord,  Isabel  Ely,  Ln.  Bryn  Mawr  ColL  L.,  Beys 

Mawr,  Pa. 
Loring,  Katharine  P.,  Pride's  Crossing,  Mass. 
Lowell,  James  A.,  Training  Class,  City  L.,  Spriog- 

Held,  Mass. 
Lyman,  Alice,  Asst  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Lyman,  Bertha  H.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  L 
Lyman,  Mary  E,  Trustee  Levi  E.  Coc  P.  L.,  MiJ- 

dlefield.  Conn. 
Lyndc,  Sarah  A.,  Tr.  and  Assoc.  Ln.  P.  L,  Stoa^ 

ham,  Mass. 
McCaine,  Mrs,  Helen  J.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Paul,  Mi»a 
McConnell,  Lilian  B.,  Merrimac,  Mass. 
McCullough,  Elizabeth,  Ln.  Logansport,  Ind. 
McCurdy,  Robert  Morrill,  student  N.  Y.  Suie  LS, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
McDevitt,  Cora  E.,  Book-dealer,  N.  Y.  Gty. 
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McDowell,  Grace  E.,  Asst.  P.   L.,  Bushwick  Br., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
McGufTey,  Margaret  O.,  Chief  Issue  Dept.  P.  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Mclntire,  Elizabeth  H.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Mclntire,  Mary  A.,  Asst.  Harvard  Coll.  L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 
Mackay,    Margaret    S.,    Asst  McGill    Univ.  L., 

Montreal,  Can. 
Mackay,  Susan  H.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
McKee,  Miss^  Asst.  P.  L.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
McKinnon,  Barbara,  Asst  Carey  L.,   Lexington, 

Mass. 
McKirdy,  Alice  E.,  ist  Asst  So.  End  Br.  P.  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
McMahon,  Rev.  Joseph  H.,  Director  Cathedral  L., 

N.  Y.  City. 
McMillan,  Mary,  Asst  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
McMillan,  Elizabeth  McN.,  Children's  Ln.  P.  L., 

Scranton,  Pa. 
McMuUen,  Grace  L.,  Filer  Columbia    Univ.   L., 

N.  Y.  City. 
McRitchie,  Euphemia  D.,  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  student 

Drexel  Inst.  L.  S. 
Macrum,  Mary  F.,  Chief  Loan  Dept.,  Carnegie  L., 

Pittsburgh,  I'a. 
McSweeney,  M.  Agnes,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Macurdy,  Theodosia  £.,  Chief  Order  Dept.  P.  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Mahoney,  Jeremiah  T.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Maiers,  William  C,  Jr.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Malkan,  Henry,   Bookseller,  i  William  St,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Maltbie,  Anne  L.,  Cataloger  State  L.,   Hartford, 

Conn. 
Maltby,  Mrs,  Silas  B.,  Children's  Ln.  P.  L.,  Buffalo, 

N.Y. 
Mann,  Olive  L.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 

N.Y. 
Manning,    Richard    C,    Pres.   Salem  Athenaeum, 

Salem,  Mass. 
Mansfield,  Mrs,  Julia  W.,  Cataloger  Harvard  Coll. 

L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Marsh,  Alice  F.,  Dedham,  Mass. 
Marsh,  Lillian  A.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Marsh,  Louise  T.,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dedham,  Mass. 
Marsh,   Louise  V.,  Asst.    Robbins  L.,  Arlington, 

Mass. 
Martel,  Charles,  Asst  L.  of  Congress,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
Marvin,  George   R.,  student  N.   Y.   State  L.   S., 

Albany,  N.Y. 
Mason,  Edith  H.,  ist  Asst.  P.  L.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Mason,  Ethel  W.,  Asst  L.  of  Congress,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
Masters,  Lydia  W.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Watertown,  Mass. 
Mastin,  Mary  E.,  Ln.  Fletcher  Mem.  L.,   Ludlow, 

Vt. 
Matthews,  Harriet  L.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lynn,  Mass. 
Mayberry,  Bertha  R.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Bangor,  Me. 
May  berry,  Carrie  C,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Bangor,  Me. 
Mayhew,  Elsther  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 
Medlicott,   Mary,   Ref.   Ln.    City   L.,    Springfield, 

Mass. 
Mellen,  Helen   L.,  Ln.  Tufts  Coll.   L.,   Medford, 

Mass. 


Merrill,  Bertha  H.,  Bookbuyer  and  Cataloger  P.  L. 

of  Calumet  &  Hecla  Mining  Co.,  Calumet, 

Mich.     (Address  1 2  Ashburton  Place,  Boston, 

Mass.) 
Merrill,  Ella  F.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Maiden,  Mass. 
Merrill,  Mrs,  Emily  A.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Merrill,  Frederick  W.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Amesbury,  Mass. 
Meyer,  Emma,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Delphi,  Ind. 
Meyer,  Hermann  H.  B.,  student  Pratt  Inst  L.  S., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Middleton,  Jean  Young,  Ln.  Apprentices'  L.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Miersch,  Ella  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Southbridge,  Mass. 
Miller,  Eva  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Miller,  Grace,  Ln.  D.  A.  Wells  Economic  L. ;  City 

L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Miller,  Mabel  Heath,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
Mitchell.  Gertrude  E.,  Cataloger  F.  P.   L.,  New 

Haven,  Conn. 
Mitchell,  Sydney  B.,  Asst.  McGill  Univ.  L.,  Mon- 
treal, Canada. 
Moffat,  Mary,  Asst.  L.  of  Congress,  Washington, 

D.  C 
Montgomery,  Thomas  L.,  Ln.  Wagner  Free  Inst., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Moody,   Henrietta,  Sweetser  Sch.    L.,   Thornton 

Academy,  Saco,  Me. 
Mooney,  George  V.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mooney,  Katherine  G.,  Asst.  West  End  Br.  P.  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Moore,  Annie  Carroll,  Children's  Ln.  Pratt  Inst. 

L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Morrison,  Homer,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Quincy,  Mass. 
Morrison,  Mrs,  Mary,  31  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Bos- 
ton, Msiss. 
Morse,  Anna  Louise,  Millbury,  Mass. 
Morse,  Carrie  L.,  Custodian  West  Roxbury  Br.  P.  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Morse,  Maud  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Morton,  A.  Louise,  Cataloger  City  L.,  Springfield, 

Mass. 
Moulton,  John  Grant,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
Mudge,  Isadore  Gilbert,  Ref.  Ln.  Univ.  of  111.  L., 

Champaign,  111. 
Mulliken,  Clara,  Asst.  State  Univ.  L.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Mullon,  Lydia,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  student  N.  Y.  State 

L.S. 
Mullon,  Afrs,  O.  A.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
Murray,  Grace  L.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Myler,  Mary,  Ln.  P.  L.  Branch   No.  i.,  Detroit, 

Mass. 
Neill,  Ella  F.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Milton,  Mass. 
Nelson,  Charles  Alexander,    Ref.    I^.    Columbia 

Univ.  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Nelson,  Peter,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Newell,  Louise  E.,  Classifier  City  L.,  Manchester, 

N.  H. 
Newhall,  Emma  E.,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Saugus,  Mass. 
Newhall,  Mrs,  Henry  E.,  56  Rutland  Sq.,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Newman,  Alice   H.,   Ann  Arbor,   Mich.,   student 

Drexel  Inst  L.  S. 
Newton,  Miss  E.  J.,  Ln.   Robbins  L.,  Arlington, 

Mass. 
NichoU,  Mary  Wylie,  Ln.  Bellevue  Coll.  L.,  Belle- 

vue,  Neb. 
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Nichols,  Adelaide  A^  Atst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Nichols,  Emma  O.,  Ln.  Gary  Br.  L.,  East  Lexington, 

Mass. 
Norcross,  F.  Mabel,  Cataloger  P.   L.,  Somerville, 

Mass. 
Nutting,  George  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Fitchburg,  Mats. 
Nye,   Elizabeth  C,   Ln.  Sturgis    L.,    Barnstable, 

Mass. 
Oakley,  Christina  Van  Allen,  Asst  F.  L.,  Newburgh, 

N.  Y. 
Oakley,  Minnie  M.,  Asst.  Ln.  Wis.  State  Hist.  Soc., 

Madison,  Wis. 
Oberly,  Beatrice  C,  Ln.  Bureau  of  Animal  Indus- 

try,  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Odell,  Helen  P.,  Ln.-in-charge  P.  L.,  Williamsburgh 

Br.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Olcott,  Frances  Jenkins,  Chief  Children's   Dept, 

Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Osbom,  Mrs.  Anna  F.,  Hartland,  Me. 
Osborn,  Emily  B.,  Asst.  Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Osbom,   Lyman  P.,  Ln.   Peabody  Inst.,  Peabody, 

Mass. 
Osbom,  Afrs,  Lyman  P.,  Curator  and  Ln.  Peabody 

Hist.  Soc,  Peabody,  Mass. 
Osborne,  Robert  W.,  with  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
Overton,  Florence,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Yorkville   Br., 

N.  Y.  City. 
Owen,  Esther  B.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Packard,  Mary  F.,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
Page,  Walter  H.,  of  Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Palmer,  Alice  G.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Milton,  Mass. 
Palmer,  Bertha,  Ln.  Brearley  Sch.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Palmer,  Henrietta  R.,  292  Rugby  St.,  Providence, 

R.  L 
Palmer,  W.   Millard,    Bookseller,  Grand    Rapids, 

Mich. 
Parham,  Nellie  E.,  Ln.  Withers  P.  L.,  Blooming- 
ton,  111. 
Parker,  Bessie  I.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Dover,  N.  H. 
Parker,  Haida  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Parker,  S.  R.,  Asst.  Cooper  Union  L.,  N.  Y.  City. 
Parker,  William  A.,  with  Damrell  &  Upham,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Parshley,  Lillian  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Rochester,  N.  H. 
Parsons,  A.  J.,  Chief  of  Div.  of  Prints,  L.  of  Con- 
gress, Washington,  D.  C. 
Partridge,  Myra  R.,  Ln.  Morse  Inst.,  Natick,  Mass. 
Patch,  Mrs.  Emily  D.,  Ln.  Peabody  Inst.,  Danvers, 

Mass. 
Patten,   Frank  Chauncey,  61  Wall  St.,  Kingston, 

N.  Y. 
Patterson,  Marian,  student  N.  Y.   State  L.  S.,  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 
Patton,  Norman  S.,  Architect,  Chicago,  III. 
Paul,  Horence,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Medford,  Mass. 
Pearson,  Kate  O.,  student  Pratt  Inst  L.  S.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 
Pease,  Grace,  Ln.  Field  Mem.  L.,  Conway,  Mass. 
Peck,  Dr,  Elizabeth,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Peck,  Nina  A.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Peck  ham,  Dr.  (Jeorge  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Milwaukee, 

Wis. 
Peoples,  William  Thaddeus,    Ln.    Mercantile   L., 
N.  Y.  City. 


Pepper,  Elsie  L.,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Perley,  Qarence  W.,  Classifier  The  John  Crerar  L., 

Chicago,  lU. 
Perry,  Lucy  Ware,  Salem,  Mass. 
Pettee,  Julia  E.,  Asst.  Vassar  ColL  l^  Pbughkeep- 

sie,  N.  Y. 
Petty,  Annie  F.,  Ln.  State  Normal  Coll.  L.,  Greens- 
boro, N.  C. 
Phillips,  Mary  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Oneonta*  N.  Y. 
Phillips,  LeRoy,  with  Ginn  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mast. 
Pierce,  Col.  A.  E.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Pftwtucket,  R.  I. 
Pierce,  Frances,  Asst  Northwestern  Univ.  L.,  Evans- 
ton,  111. 
Piper,   William  Taggard,  Tr.  P.   L.^  Cambridge, 

Mass. 
Plummer,  Mary  Wright,  Ln.  and  Director  Pratt  In- 
stitute F.  L,,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Poirier,  Lydia  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Dnlnth,  Minn. 
Poland,  Myra,  Asst  Ln.  Osterhout  F.  L.,  Wilkes- 

Barre,  Pa. 
Pollock,  Mary  H.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Pond,  Nancy  M.,  Ln.  Peck  L.,  Norwich,  Ct. 
Pope,  Alice  E.,  Cataloger  Harvard  ColL  L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 
Porter,  W.  T.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Pospishill,  Lillian,  Children's  Ln.,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 
Potter,  Alfred  C,  Asst.  Harvard  Coll.  L.,  Cambridge, 

Mass. 
Power,  Effie  Lomse,  Children's  Ln.  P.  L.,  Qeve- 

land,  O. 
Prentice,  Alice  M.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  MaM. 
Prescott,  Annie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Auburn,  Me. 
Price,  Helen  U.,  Kent,  Ohio. 
Puffer,  Dorothy,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Pugsley,  Maud  Mary,  Acting  Ln.,  Adams  Mem.  L., 

Wheaton,  111. 
Purinton,  Pearle  L.,  Cataloger  Farlin  L.,  Everett, 

Mass. 
Putnam,  Beatrice,  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Putnam,  Herbert,  Ln.  of  Congress,  Washington, 

D.  C. 
Quimby,  Cora  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Winchester,  Mass. 
Rabardy,  Etta  L.,  Asst.  Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Rae,  Nellie  L.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Fall  River,  Mass. 
Rahn,  Lucy,  Asst  P.  L.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Randall,    Oara    H.,  Asst.    Morse    Inst,  Natick, 

Mass. 
Rankin,  George  W.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Fall  River,  Mass. 
Rantoul,  Robert  S.,  Pres.  Essex  Inst.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Ranb,  Ruth  D.,  Asst  Purdue  Univ.  L.,  Lafayette, 

Ind. 
Ray,  Elizabeth  C,  ist  Asst.  P.  L.,  Holyoke,  MasL 
Ray,  Frances  K.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 

N.  Y. 
Ray,  Richard,  Jr.,  Ln.  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  Union  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Ray,  Mrs.  Richard,  Boston,  Mass. 
Read,  Carrie  E.,  ex-Ln.,  Littleton,  Mass. 
Reed,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.,  Custodian  P.  L.,  Dorches- 
ter Br.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Reed,  George  EI.,  Ln.  Penn.  State  L.,  Harrisbui]g^ 

Pa. 
Rezner,  Adaline  T.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Qeveland,  O. 
Rice,  Mrs.  Harry  R.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Richardson,  Miss^  Asst  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Richmond,  Lucy  C,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Adams,  Mass. 


ATTENDANCE  REGISTER. 


265 


Rick,  Bertha  £.,  Jamestown,  N.  Y^  student  Orexel 
Inst.  L.  S. 

Ricker,  Ella  W.,  Ln.  Fogg  Mem.  L.,  South  Ber- 
wick, Me. 

Ridgeway,  Edith,  Asst.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ritchie,  John,  Ln.  Appalachian  Mt.  Club,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Ritter,  Jessie  L.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Robbins,  Mary  Esther,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brookline, 
Mass. 

Roberts,  Flora  B.,  Cataloger  State  L.,  Lansing, 
Mich. 

Robinson,  Alice  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Robinson,  John,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Robinson,  Mabel  F.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Cincinnati, 
O. 

Roden,  Carl  B.,  Supt  Ordering  Oept  P.  L.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Rodgers,  Anna  H.,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Rogers,  Florence  S.,  30  Brainerd  St,  New  London, 
Conn. 

Root,  Azariah  Smith,  Ln.  Oberlin  Coll.  L.,  Oberlin,  O. 

Root,  Mrs,  Mary  E.  S.,  Children's  Ln.  P.  L.,  Prov- 
idence, R.  I. 

Ropes,  Riv,  William  Ladd,  Ln.  Andover  Theolog- 
icsX  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass. 

Rose,  Alice  L.,  Asst  Forbes  L.,  Northampton, 
Mass. 

Rosenthal,  Herman,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Astor  L.,  N.  Y. 
City. 

Rule,  Elizabeth  E.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Russell,  Mable  M.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Sackett,  Gertrude,  Asst.  Carnegie  L.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Sanborn,  Alice  E.,  Ln.  Wells  Coll.  L.,  Aurora, 
N.  Y. 

Sanders,  Mrs,  Minerva  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Pawtucket, 
R.L 

Sargent,  Abbie  L.,  Ref.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Medford,  Mass. 

Sargent,  Mary  E.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Medford,  Mass. 

Sawyer,  Esther  W.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Sawyer,  Ida  E.,  Cataloger,  Northwestern  Univ.  L., 
Evanston,  111. 

Sawyer,  Jessie  S.,  Evanston,  IlL,  student  Orexel 
Inst.  L.  S. 

Sawyer,  Mary,  Tr.  and  Ln.  P.  L.,  Boxford,  Mass. 

Saxe,  Mary  S.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Westmount,  P.  Q.,  Can- 
ada. 

Schmidt,  Alfred  F.  W.,  Asst.  L.  of  Congress,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Scott,  Mrs.  Adele  C.  Reed,  106  E.  Green  St., 
Champaign,  111. 

Scott,  Angeline,  Ln.  P.  L.,  South  Norwalk,  Conn. 

Scott,  W.,  10  HoUis  St.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Sears,  Alice  W.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Secombe,  Annabell  C,  Milford,  N.  H. 

Seemuller,  Mary,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Seymour,  May,  Education  Ln.,  State  L.,  Albany, 
N.Y. 

Sharp,  Katharine  L.,  Head  Ln.  and  Director  of 
L.  S.,  Univ.  of  111.,  Urbana,  111. 

Shattuck,  Mrs,  M.  F.,  Lawrence  L.,  Pepperell, 
Mass. 

Shaw,  Bertha  M.,  Ln.  Maclure  L.,  Pittsford,  Vt. 

Shaw,  Laurence  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Shaw,  R.  K.,  Asst.  L.  of  Congress,  Washington, 
D.C. 


Shaw,  R.  T.,  New  Eng.  Msmager  Art  Metal  Con- 
struction Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Shepard,  Alice,  1st  Asst.  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass., 

Shepard,  Mrs,  Harriet  A.,  Ln.  Beebe  Town  L. 
Wakefield,  Mass. 

Sheridan,  Margaret  A.,  Custodian  South  End  Br. 
P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sheridan,  Mary  C,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sherrill,  Grace  M.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Shippen,  Rev,  Rush  R.,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Brockton,  Mass. 

Shumway,  Marion  H.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sickley,  John  C,  Ln.  Adriance  Mem.  L.,  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y. 

Siddall,  Lucy  L.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  East  Bridgewater, 
Mass. 

Simmons,  Edith  O.,  Asst.  City  L.,  Manchester, 
N.  H. 

Simpson,  Frances,  Head  Cataloger  Univ.  of  111. 
L.,  Champaign,  111. 

Simpson,  Medora  J.,  Ln.  Fitz  P.  L.,  Chelsea, 
Mass. 

Slater,  Ruth,  Tr.  P.  L.,  Webster,  Mass. 

Small,.  M.  Louise,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Smith,  Adele,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 

Smith,  Anne  A.,  Ln.  City  L.,  Chicopee,  Mass. 

Smith,  Bessie  S.,  Ln.  Carnegie-Stout  L.,  Dubuque, 
la. 

Smith,  Caroline,  Ln.  Newton  Theol.  Inst.,  Newton, 
Mass. 

Smith,  Claribel,  Asst  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Smith,  Cora,  Ln.  Polytechnic  Inst,  Worcester, 
Mass. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Emily  B.,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Amesbury, 
Mass. 

Smith,  George  Dana,  Asst  Amherst  Coll.  L.,  Am- 
herst, Mass. 

Smith,  Martha  P.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Beverly,  Mass. 

Smith,  Mary  Alice,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Smith,  Nellie  M.,  Asst.  Ln.  Dyer  L.,  Saco,  Me. 

Smith,  Winifred  B.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Snyder,  Mary  B.,  Williamsport,  Pa.,  student  Drexel 
Inst.  L.  S. 

Solberg,  Thorvald,  Register  of  Copjrrights,  L.  of 
Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Somborger,  Harriet  B.,  Ln.  Bancroft  Mem.  L., 
Hopediale,  Mass. 

Soule,  Charles  Carroll,  ex-Tr.,  Pres.  The  Boston  Book 
Co.,  83-91  Francis  St.,  Back  Bay,  Boston,  Mass. 

Speck,  Mrs,  Laura,  Asst.  P.  L.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Spencer,  Mrs.  Mary  C,  Ln.  State  L.,  Lansing, 
Mich. 

Springall,  Lizzie  S.,  Ln.  Town   L.,  Dexter,  Me. 

Squires,  Norma  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Stanley,  Harriet  Howard,  School  Ref.  Ln.  P.  L., 
Brookline,  Mass. 

Staples,  Harriet  W.,  Asst.  Boston  Athenxum,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Steiner,  Bernard  C,  Ln.  Enoch  Pratt  F.  L.,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Stevens,  Alice  B.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Stewart,  Cora  L.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Stewart,  Irene,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Stewart,  Rose  Gammill,  Cataloger  F.  L.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Stimson,  Florence,  The  Aubumdale,  Mt.  Auburn, 
Cincinnati,  O, 
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Stockwell,  George  Watson  Catler,  Ln.  Westfield 

Athenaeum,  Westfield,  Mass. 
Stockwell  Mrs.  G.  W.  C,  Westfield,  Mass. 
Stone,  Afrs.  Alice  H.,  Ln.  Salem  Athenaeum,  Salem, 

Mass. 
Stone,  Anna  L.,  Ln.  of  Children's  Room,  P.   L., 

Somerville,  Mass. 
Stone,  William  Carlos,  Custodian  Periodical  Room, 

City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Story,  Alice,  Asst.  Magnolia  L.,  Magnolia,  Mass. 
Strohm,  Adam,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Trenton,  N.  J. 
Stuart,  Afrs.  Charles  B.,  ConnersviUe,  Ind. 
Stuart,  May,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Stuart,   William   H.,   Leary's    Book   Store,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Stuart,  Mrs,  William  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Swain,  Mary  P.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Swift,  Lindsay,  Editor,  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Taber,  Josephine,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S.,  Albany, 

N.  Y. 
Taintor,  Mabel  G.,  Asst.  Forbes  L.,  Northampton, 

Mass. 
Tarbell,   M.  Anna,  Tr.  and  Ln.  F.  P.  L.  Brimfield, 

Mass. 
Tarlton,  Mrs.  L.  B.,  Watertown,  Mass. 
Taube,  Albert,  with  McQure,  Phillips  &  Co.,N.  Y. 

City. 
Taylor,  Ida  M.,  Asst.  City  L.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Teggart,  Frederick  J.,  Ln.  Mechanics'  Inst.,  San 

Francisco,  CaL 
Temple,  Henrietta  B.,  Children's  Ln.  Parlin  Mem.  L., 

Everett,  Mass. 
Temple,  Mabel,  Ln.  P.  L.,  North  Adams,  Mass. 
Tenney,  Mary  A.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Terwilliger,  Mary  S.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.  Worcester,  Mass.  • 
Thayer,  Maude,  Asst.  Ln.  State  L.,  Springfield,  111. 
Thomas,  Dr,  Joseph  Conable,  Methodist  L.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Thomas,  Nellie,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Plymouth,  Mass. 
Thompson,    Annie,  Cataloger   Millicent  L.,  Fair- 
haven,  Mass. 
Thompson,  Bertha  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Thompson,  Helen  M.,  Asst.  L.  of  Congress,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  student  New  York  State  L.  S. 
Thompson,  Leda  J.,   Ln.  and  Tr.  Richards  Mem. 

L.,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 
Thomson,  John,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Thornton,  Elizabeth  T.,  Ln.  Magnolia  L.,  Magnolia, 

Mass. 
Thorp,  Mrs.  O.  S.,  Lansing,  Mich. 
Thurston,  Ada,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Belmont,  Mass. 
Thurston,  Charlotte  W.,  West  Newton,  Mass. 
Thurston,  Elsie  L.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brockton,  Mass. 
Thurston,   Elizabeth   P.,   Ln.   F.   P.    L.,    Newton, 

Mass. 
Thurston,  Mary  D.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Leicester,  Mass. 
Tillinghast,  William  H.,  Asst  Ln.  Harvard  Coll.  L., 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Tillinghast,  Mrs.  William  H.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Titcomb,  Mary  Lemist,  Ln.  Washington  co.  F.  L., 

Hagerstown,  Md. 
Titus,  Ella  G.,  Asst.  Harvard  Coll.  L.,  Cambridge, 

Mass. 
Tobitt,  Edith,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Omaha,  Neb. 
Tower,  Ruth  N.,  Ln.  Fogg  L.,  South  Weymouth, 

Mass. 


Tracy,    Dorcas,    Asst    Forbes  L.,    Northampton, 

Mass. 
Travis,  Edward  W^  Bookseller,  Salem«  Mass. 
Tripp,  George  N.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Tripp,  Mrs.  George  N.,  New  Bedford,  Mast. 
Trube,  Bertha,  Ln.  Woman's  Inst,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 
Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Ln.  Oti&  L.,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Tucker,    Ethelyn    M.,  Cataloger    Harv.  ColL  L., 

Cambridge,  Mass. 
Tufts,  Percy  H.,  Asst  Harvard  ColL  L.,  Cambridge, 

Mass. 
Turner,  Emily,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Oshkosh,  Wis. 
Tweedel,  Edward  D.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Providence,  R.  L 
Tyaoke,  Margaret,  P.  L.,  Walpole,  Mass. 
Tyler,  A.  W.,  ex-Ln.,  Plainfield,  N.  J. 
Tyler,  Jessie  E.,  Asst  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Underhill,  Adelaide,  Ref.  Ln.  Vassar  CoU.,  Pbugh- 

keepsie,  N.  Y. 
Underhill,  OiroUne  Melvin,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Upham,  William  P.,  90  Highland  Ave.,  Newton- 

ville,  Mass. 
Upton,  Gertrude,  Asst.   Dept.  of  Agriculture  L., 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Van  der  Carr,  Sara  C,  Ln.  Loring  Reading  Room, 

North  Plymouth,  Mass. 
Van  Hoevenberg,  Elizabeth,  Ln.  Ferguson  L.,  Stam- 
ford, Conn. 
Van    Name,   Addison,  Ln.   Yale  Univ.   L.,  New 

Haven,  Conn. 
Virgin,   Edward   H.,  Asst.  Harv.  ColL   L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 
Von    Briesen,    Henriette,    Ln.   P.   L.,  Columbus, 

Wis. 
Wade,  Edith  S.,  student  N.  Y.  SUte  L.  S.,  Albany, 

N.Y. 
Wagner,  Sula,  Chief  Cataloger  P.  L.,  St   Louis, 

Mo. 
Wait,  Marie  Fox,  68  E.  77th  St,  N.  Y.  City. 
Wales,  Elizabeth  B.,  Ln.  F.  L.,  Quincy,  HI. 
Wales,  Mrs.  Harriot  B.,  Quincy,  IlL 
Walkley,  Ellen  O.,  Custodian  P.  L.,  East  Boston 

Br.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wallace,  Anne,  Ln.  Carnegie  L.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Wallace,  Eugenia,  Asst.  Columbia  ColL  L.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Wallis,  Mary  V.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  N.  Y.  Qty. 
Walsh,  William  A.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
Walton,  Addie  £.,  Asst.  Harv.  Coll.  L.,  Cambridge, 

Mass. 
Ward,  Ama  H.,  Ln.  Harris  Inst.  L.,  Woonsocket, 

R.  L 
Ward,  Cornelia  Brownell,  Asst  P.  L.,  Montclair, 

N.J. 
Ward,  Langdon  L.,  Supervisor  of  Branches,  P.  L., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Warner,  Anna,  ist  Asst.  P.  L.,  Waltham,  Mass. 
Warner,  Florence  C,  Asst  F.   P.  L.,  Worcester, 

Mass. 
Warren,   Mary    Judson,  Asst.   P.    L.,   Somerville, 

Mass. 
Warren,  Mary   W.,  Asst.  Ln.    P.    L.,  Leicester, 

Mass. 
Waterman,  Lucy  O.,  Gorham,  Me. 
Waters,  Alice  G.,  Essex  Inst.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Waters,  Caroline  E.,  Chardon,  O.,  student  N.  Y. 

State  L.  S. 
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Wayne,  Ethel,  Asst.  N.  Y.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Weber,  Mrs.  Jessie  Palmer,  Ln.  State  Hist  Soc, 

Springfield,  111. 
Weed,  Mrs.  Henry,  Peabody,  Mass. 
Welch,  Flora,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Welles,  Jessie,  Supt.  of  Circulation,  Carnegie  L., 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Wellman,  HUler  Crowell,  Ln;  City  L.,  Springfield, 

Mass. 
Wellman,  Mrs.  H.  C,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Wells,  George  D.,  Asst.  Harvard  Coll.  L.,  Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 
Welsh,  Charles,  with  O.  C.  Heath  &  Co.,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Welsh,  Robert  G.,  Manager  Library  Dept.  Charles 

Scribner's  Sons,  N.  Y.  City. 
Wetzel,  Bertha  Seidl,  Cataloger    Library    Co.  of 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Wetzel,  Mary  J.,  Ln.  Thomas  Beaver  L.,  Danville, 

Pa. 
Wharton,  Miriam  B.,  Ryde,  Mifilin  Co.,  Pa.,  student 

Drexel  Inst.  L.  S. 
Wheeler,  Florence  Ethel,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Leominster, 

Mass. 
Wheeler,  Horace  L.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wheeler,    Martha   Thome,    Annotator    State    L., 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Whipple,  Nellie  M.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 
White,  Alice  E.,  Qerk  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
White,  Alice  G.,  Cataloger  Thomas  Crane  P.  L., 

Quincy,  Mass. 
White,  iVndrew  C,  Asst.   Ln.  Cornell  Univ.  L., 

Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
White,  BetUah  Sansom,  Dept.  Ln.  Univ.  of  Pa.  L., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
White,  Elizabeth  S.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Weston,  Msiss. 
White,  Gertrude  Fitch,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  New  Haven, 

Conn. 
White,  Mrs,  Joseph  N.,  Tr.  P.  L.,   Winchendon, 

Mass. 
Whiteman,  Edna,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Oeveland,  O. 
Whitmore,  F.  H.,  Asst.  Ln.  Bowdoin  Coll.,  Bruns- 
wick, Me. 
Whitney,  Mrs,  Carrie  Westlake,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Kansas 

City,  Mo. 
Whitney,  Henry  M.,  Ln.  James  Blackstone  Mem.  L., 

Branford,  Conn. 
Whitney,  Mrs,  Henry  M.,  Branford,  Conn. 
Whitney,  James  Lyman,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Whitney,  James  L.,  2d,  Branford,  Conn. 
Whitney,  Solon  F.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Watertown,  Mass. 
Whittemore,  B.  A.,  Asst.  State  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Whittemore,  Edith  A.,  Asst.  Robbins  L.,  Arlington, 

Mass. 
Whitten,  Robert  H.,  Sociology  Ln.  State  L.,  Albany, 

N.Y. 
Whitten,  Mrs.  Robert  H.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Whittier,  Florence,  Riverside,  Cal.,  Summer  Sch.  of 

L.  Sci.,  Univ.  of  California. 
Whittier,  Sara  Haseltine,   Asst.  P.  L.,  Haverhill, 

Mass. 


Whittlesley,  Julia  M.,  student  N.  Y.  State  L.  S., 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Wiggin,  Pauline  G.,  Ln.  Univ.  of  Virginia,  Charlottes- 
ville, Va. 
Wildman,  Bertha  Selina,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Madison,  N.  J. 
Wildman,  Gertrude,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wildman,  Linda  Frobisher,  Cataloger  Boston  Athen- 
aeum, Boston,  Mass. 
Wilkerson,    Elizabeth    B.,    Cataloger    Cossitt    L., 

Memphis,  Tenn. 
Willard,  Afrs.  Ashton  R.,  340  Commonwealth  Ave., 

Boston,  Mass. 
Wlllcox,  Frank  G.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Holyoke,  Mass. 
Williams,  Lizzie  H.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Brockton,  Mass. 
Williams,  Mary,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Neenah,  Wis. 
Williams,  Olive,  Classifier,  Columbia  Univ.  L.,  N.  Y. 

City. 
Wilson,  Mary  H.,  Cataloger  P.  L.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Winchell,  F.  Mabel,  Ln.  Qty  L.,  Manchester,  N.  H. 
Winchester,  J.  H.,  Ln.  Stewart  F.  L.,  Corinna,  Me. 
Winne,  Grace  L.  M.,  Qerk  Sute  L.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Winser,  Beatrice,  Asst.  Ln.  F.  P.  L.,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Winsor,  Mrs.  Mary  G.,  Tr.  Millicent  L.,  Fairhaven, 

Mass. 
Winterrowd,  Miss  Gentiliska,  Asst.  Ln.  P.  L.,  Oes 

Moines,  la. 
Wire,  Dr,  George  E.,  Deputy  Ln.  Worcester  Co. 

Law  L,,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Wise,  Flora  E.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Newton,  Mass. 
Witham,  Eliza,  Ln.-in-charge  P.   L.,  Astral  Br., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Wood,  Florence  A.,  Asst  P.  L.,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Wood,  Grace  W.,  Asst.  F.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Woodman,  C.  Belle,  ex-Asst  City  L.,  Springfield, 

Mass. 
Woodman,  Caroline  A.,  Ln.  Bates  Coll.  L.,  Lew- 

iston.  Me. 
Woodman,  Mary  S.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Somerville,  Mass. 
Woodruff,  Edmund  W.,  Washington,  D.  C 
Woodruff,  Eleanor  B.,  Ref.  Ln.  Pratt  Inst  F.  L., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Woodworth,   Florence,  Director's  Asst  State  L., 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Woodworth,  Margaret,  Mass.  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital, Boston,  Mass. 
Wootten,  Katharine  H.,  Asst.  Carnegie  L.,  Atlanta, 

Ga. 
Worthen,  Carrie  M.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  Melrose,  Mass. 
Wright,  Charles  E.,  Whitefield,  N.  H.,  Tr.  N.  H. 

State  L. 
Wright,  Jennie  C,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Milton,  Mass. 
Wright,  Purd  B.,  Ln.  P.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Wycr,  Malcolm  G.,  student  N.  Y.  State   L.   S., 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Wyman,  A.  L.,  Library  Bureau,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wyman,  Mrs,  A.  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Young,  Hester,  student  Pratt  Inst  L.  S.,  Brooklyn, 

N.Y. 
Young,  Lucy  A.,  Asst.  P.  L.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
Yust,  William  F.,  Asst  State  Inspector  of  Libraries, 

State  Ln  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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ATTENDANCE    SUMMARIES. 
By  Nina  E.  Browne,  Registrar;  Secretary  A,  Z.  A.  Publishing  Board, 

BY  POSITION  AND  SEX. 


Men.       Women.        ToCml. 

Trustees  and  commissioners 40 

Chief  librarians 103 

Assistants 78 

Commercial  agents 35 

Library  school  students la 

College  presidents 2 

Others 15 

Total 285 

Deduct  those  counted  twice 3 

28a  736  i/>i8 


14 

54 

s 

465 

5 

40 

45 

57 

— 

2 

"5 

130 

739 

1.024 

3 

6 

BY  GEOGRAPHICAL  SECTIONS. 


9  of  the  9  No.  Atlantic  states  sent 


6 

9  So. 

« 

M 

2 

8  So.  Central 

M 

« 

8 

8  No.       " 

« 

« 

4 

9  Western 

M 

« 

a 

8  Pacific 

M 

« 

82s 
36 

5 

130 
II 

4 
7 


Me 26 

N.  H ao 

Vt 8 

Mass. 449 


R.  I. 

Conn. 

N.  Y. 

Pa... 

N.J. 

Md.  . 

D.C. 


26 

30 

183 
62 

21 

4 
26 


BY  STATES. 
Va 2 

N.  C 1 

S.C I 

Ga 2 

La. I 

Tenn.   4 

Ohio 34 

Ind. 20 

lU. 32 

Mich 13 

Wis II 


Total 


Minn 

Iowa 

Mo 

Kan 

Col 

Neb 

Oklahoma. 

CaL 

Oregon  . . 
Canada  . . 


4 

4 
12 

2 

I 

7 
I 

2 

2 

7 


i/>i8 


'■\ 


INDBX. 


The  eolon  after  the  initial  of  a  given  name  means  that  is  the  most  common  name  beginning  with  that  initial,  at 
A:,  Aagostus;  B:,  Benjamin;  C:,  Charles;  D:,  David;  B:,  Edward;  P:,  Frederick;  G:,  George;  H:,  Henry;  I: 
Isaac ;  J :,  John ;  K :,  Karl ;  L :,  Louis ;  R :,  Richard ;  S .%  Samuel ;  T :,  Thomas ;  W :,  William. 


Abhatt,  W :,  ac6. 

Abbot,  Etheldred,  256. 

Abbot,  Ezra,  and  Harvard  College  L. 
catalog  (Lane)  187,  (A.  L.  A.  Cata- 
log Sec.  discussion)  190. 

Abbott,  AlvaretU  P.,  356. 

Adams,  Mrs,,  356. 

Adams,  B :,  356. 

Adler,  Cyrus,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  inter- 
nat.  co-operation,  136. 

Ahem,  Mary  B.,  356;  proposed  pam- 
phlet on  normal  school  libs.,  137; 
salary  of  lib.  graduates,  139-140; 
trsinuig  for  lib.  organizers,  331, 333 ; 
on   Council  com.  on  nominations. 


MO. 

AiUdi 


in,  Helen  J.,  356. 
Alabama,  Department   of  Archives 
and  History  established  (Palkner), 

Albro,  Sarah  E.,  356. 

Allen,  Carrie  S.,  356. 

Allen,  Letitia  S.,  356. 

Allen,  Mary  W.,  3^. 

Allen,  Sylvia  M.,  356. 

American  bibliographical  society, 
proposed  plan  for  Qosephson)  m, 
(Jonnston)  (^,  (Fletcher)  151. 

American  history,  Guide  to  the  litera- 
ture of  (Fletcher)  83,  150,  (lies) 
ICI-IC3,  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on  resolu- 
tions) 171. 

American  L.  Assoc.,  president's  ad- 
dress  (Billings),  i>9,  135;  Andrew 
Carnegie's  gift  of  $iao/x)0, 151,  171, 
(Billings)  9,  (Cole)  96, 99,  (A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  resolutions)  171,  (Coun- 
cil) 349*350,  351 ;  rpt.  on  gifts  and 
bequests  (Cole),  97-119, 135;  secre- 
tary's rpt.,  1 31 -1 33;  treasurer's  rpt., 
133-133;  necrology,  133-135;  elec- 
tion of  officers,  147, 166;  discussion 
of  constitution,  153-156;  rpt.  of  com. 
on  resolutions,  171 ;  proposed  issue 
of  bibl.  list  for  use  in  all  libs.  (Bol- 
ton), 183;  transactions  of  Council 
ana  Executive  Board,  349-351 ;  invi- 
tations for  conference,  349;  place  of 
next  meeting,  340;  com.  on  affilia- 
tion with  women's  clubs,  351 ;  ver- 
batim reports  of  section  meetings 
authorized,  351;  index  to  Proceed- 
ings, 351 ;  committee  appointments, 
351 :  executive  board  meeting,  351 ; 
social  side,  and  post  conference  ex- 
cursions, 353-355 ;  officers  and  com- 
mittees serving  during  Magnolia 
conference,  355, 356;  attendance  reg- 
ister, 356-367;  attendance  summa- 
ries (Browne),  36S. 

A.  L.  A.  catalog,  new  ed.  (Fletcher), 
84*  151:  to  be  exhibited  at  La.  Pur- 
chase Exposition  (Dewey).  141 ;  how 
to  obtain  old  ed.  (A.  L.  A.  discus- 
sion), 141-143;  plan  to  reprint  on 
cards  (Hodges)  180,  (Kroeger)  181. 

A.  L.  A.  Catalog  Section,  proceed- 
ings, 187-303;  officers  elected,  303. 

A.  L.  A.  College  and  Reference  Sec- 
tion, proceedings,  173-186;  rpt.  A. 
L.  A.  com.  on  Am.  dissertations, 
186;  officers  elected,  186. 


A.  L.  A.  committee  on  co-operation 
with  N.  E.  A.,  rpt.  f Dana),  136-137; 
discussion  of  rpt.  (Ahem),  137. 

A.  L.  A.  council, election,  166;  asked 
to  endorse  reduced  postal  rates  for 
lib.  books,  3^;  transactions,  349* 
351 ;  committee  on  nominations, 
350. 

A.X..  A.  endowment  fund,  rpt.,  135- 
136;  Alex.  Maitland  elected  tmstee 
of,  166;  Carnegie  endowment  in 
charge  of,  171,350. 

A.  L.  A.  exhibit  at  Louisiana  Pnr> 
chase  Exposition,  rpt.  of  com.  on 
(Dewey),  140-143. 

A.  L.  A.  index,  new  ed.  (Fletcher), 
83 ;  as  supplementing  card  catalogs 
(Fletcher)  150,  (Hodges)  178. 

A.  L.  A.  list  ot  subject  headings 
(Fletcher),  84. 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board,  rpt. 
(Fletcher),  83-85,  143;  work  and 
plans  (Fletcher),  149-10;  analytic 
index  work  (iCroeger),  180;  ap- 
pointments to,  351. 

A.  L.  A.  Section  for  Children's  Li- 
brarians, co-operative  list  (com.  on 
lib.  administration),  88;  proceed- 
ings, 330-337 ;  basis  of  membership 
dcAned,  337;  officers  elected,  33^. 

A.  L.  A.  State  Library  Commissions 
Section,  established,  350. 

A.  L.  A.  State  Library  Section,  dis- 
continuance discussed,  350-351. 

A.  L.  A.  Trustees'  Section,  proceed- 
ings, 303-319;  officers  elected,  31^. 

American  Booksellers'  Association. 
Ste  Booksellers. 

American  Publishers*  Association. 
See  Publishers. 

American  Society  for  the  Promotion 
of  Engineering  Education,  selected 
list  (Buigess),  58-60. 

Amsden,  Mrs.  H.  C,  356. 

Anderson,  Edwin  H.,  356;  branch 
libs.,  32^1.  163;  resigns  from  A.  L. 
A.  Publishing  Board  (Fletcher). 
Sx;  rpt.  of  com.  on  relations  ot 
libs,  with  book  trade,  146;  selected 
list  of  scientific  books,  147;  Bost. 
P.  L.  catalog.  190;  printed  catalog 
cards  for  chilaren's  books,  334. 

Anderson,  Mrs,  E.  H.,  356. 

Andrews,  C.  W.,  356;  A.  L.  A.  com. 
on  Handbook  of  Am.  libs.,  ia8;  A. 
L.  A.  com.  on  forelg^n  docs.,  139; 
proposed  bibl.  of  bibliographies. 
148-149;  printed  catalog  cards  issued 
by  L.  of^ Congress,  157-159,  163;  A. 
L.  A.  com.  on  resolutions,  171 ; 
bibliography  in  relation  to  catalog- 
ing, 1S3;  chairman  A.  L.  A.  College 
Sec,  186;  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  Am. 
dissertations,  186;  capitalization, 
193,  1^,  3CO,  30I ;  chairman  Council 
com.  on  nominations,  350. 

Andrews,  Eliz.  P.,  356. 

Appleton,  C :  A.,  356. 

Appleton,  W :  W.,  356. 

Archives  (Falkner),9<,96. 

Armstrong,  Charlotte  B.,  356. 

Arnold,  H.  P.,  356. 


Ashley,  Grace,  m6. 

Ashley,  May,  350. 

Assistants,  students   as  (A.  L.  A. 

com.  on  lib.  administration^,  90i9i ; 

salaries  (A.  L.  A.  discussion)  137- 

140,  f  Dewey)  318. 
Astor  L.,  consolidation  of  N.  Y.  P.  L. 

(Billings),  3IC. 
Atwood,  Alice  C,  356. 
Avery,  Mrs.  E.  M.,  356. 
Ayer,  C.  W.,  356. 
Ayer,  W.  B.,  356. 
Aymar,  G.  H.,  356. 

Babcock,  Josephine  M.,  356. 

Bacon,  Corinne,  356. 

Bailey,  A.  L.,  ijfi. 

Baker,  Edith  M.,  356. 

Baldwin,  Emma  V.,  3c6. 

Baldwin,  Grace  P.,  356. 

Ballard,  Harlan  H.,  356:  indefinite 
time  Umit  for  holaing  books,  131- 
1 13 ;  printed  catalog  cards  for  small 
libs.,  161;  college  libs.,  196-177; 
Tabard  Inn  used  for  popular  books, 
184-185. 

Bancroft,  Anna  D.,  356. 

Bangs,  Helen  B.,  306. 

Bangs,  Mary  F.,  356. 

Banks,  Mrs.  M.  H.  G.,  356. 

Barton,  T.  W..  356. 

Bar  Harbor,  Me.,  A.  L.  A.  post- 
conference  trip  to,  353-355. 

Barnes,  W.  L.,  356. 

Barnum,  Mrs,  A.  B.,  356. 

Barr,  C:  J.,  356. 

Barr,  Rev,  P.,  356. 

Barrows,  Fanny,  356. 

Barton,  Edmund,  356. 

Barton,  Harriet  G.,  356. 

Barton,  Mary  S.,  356. 

Bascom,  Elova  L.,  356. 

Baston,  Nettie  E.,  356. 

Batchelder,  Isabel,  356. 

Bate,  Florence  E.,  350. 

Bates,  Joshua  (Whitney),  30,  at. 

Battles,  W.  E.,  356. 

Beard,  Clara,  356. 

Beard,  Josephine,  3<6. 

Beck,  Anna  V.,  350. 

Beer,  W: ,  356;  civil  service  law  as  a 
bar  to  securing  trained  assistants, 
140. 

Beers,  Isabel,  356. 

Bell,  Helen  M.,  3c6. 

Benedict,  Laura  S.  W.,  357. 

Bennett,  Bertha  I-t  357. 

Berry,  Martha  L.  C.,  357. 

Berry,  Silas  H.,  357 ;  income  from  over- 
due books  used  as  popular  book 
fund,  133;  discount  to  libs.,  14^; 
printed  catalog  cards,  163 ;  capitau- 
ZMtion,  194. 

BetU,  Elsie  E.,  357. 

Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago, 

Erinted  catalog  cards  for  indexing 
ibl.  pubs.  (Fletcher),  84;  papers 
{^resented  by,  147 ;  to  assume  print- 
ng  of  incunabula  list  proposed 
S~rhomson),  153. 
liography,  as  an  aid  to  libs.  (Bil- 
lings),   8^9;     plan    for     insutote 
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Cfosephson),  di^Sj,  147;  work  of 
£.  or  Congress  (Johnston),  63<67, 
148;  of  pnbTicdocnments  (FsJkner), 
9S ;  ornnizstion  of  bibl.  work  in  the 
past  (Roden),  147 ;  of  bibliographies 
proposed  (Andrews),  148-140.  Car* 
neffie  Institution's  propcKsed  oept.  of 
(Fletcher),  150*151;  general  Dtbl. 
work  (lies),  151*153;  are  dicttonary 
catalogs  to  oe  sopplanted  bVr 
(Hodges)  198-180.  (Kroeger)  180. 
iSa,  (A.  L.  A.  College  Sec.  discus* 
sion)  i8>-i84,  (Putnam)  313;  pro- 
posed annual  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
Am.  dissertations),  186.  Set  ai§& 
American  bibliographical  society. 

Bibliography  of  nne  art  and  music 
(Fletcher)*  84, 150. 

Bierstadt,  O.  A.,  257. 

Bill,  Mr$,  M.  £.,  357. 

Billings, /v.  J:  sT,  357;  some  lib. 
problems  or  to.morrow,  1*9,  135; 
printing  of  Handbook  of  Am.  libs., 
laS;  selected  list  of  scientific  books, 
148;  discussion  of  A.  L.  A.  consti- 
tutioo,  153*156;  organisation  of  the 
N.Y.  P.nL.,  315.317;  N.  Y.  P.  L. 
staff  meetings,  317. 

Billings,  Mrs,  J:  S.,  357. 

Bindery,  problems  of  (Hill),  49. 

Bingham,  D.  L.,  357. 

Birtwell,C:  W.,  3C7;  and  home  libs. 
(Sackett),  73;  discussion  of  home 
libs.,  330*333. 

Birtwell,  Frances  M.,  357. 

Bisbee,  M.  D.,  357. 

Biscoe,  Ellen  M.,  357. 

Biscoe,  W.  S.,  357;  capitalization,  197. 

Bishop,  Frances  A.,  357. 

Bixby,  Alice  P.,  357. 

Blaisdeli,  F.  C,  3C7. 

Blakeley,  Bertha  £..,  357. 

Blanchara,  Caroline  A.,  357. 

Blanchard,  Grace,  357. 

Bliss.  Bertha  S.,  357. 

Blood,  Emma  F.,  357. 

Blunt,  Florence  T.,  357. 

Bodfish, /?r9.  J.  P.,  357;  relation  of 
trustees  to  libns.,  307-306. 

Bollig,  Emma,  357. 

Bolton,  C:  K.,  357;  A.  L.  A.  finance 
com.,  133,  351;  A.  L.  A.  biblio- 
fiTaphicariist  proposed,  18^;  rpt.  of 
A.  L.  A.  com.  on  nominations,  186. 

Bolton,  Mrs.  C:  K.,  357. 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Sarah  iC,  357. 

Bond,  Mrs.  S.  A.  C  3C7;  printed  cat- 
alog cards  for  small  nbs.,  icq,  160. 

Books,  order  department  (Hill),  ^S; 
central    reservoir  for   branch    libs. 


(Hill),  40-50;  methods  of  storage 
for  used  and  unused  (Eliot),  ci-56, 
135;  selection  of  technical  ana  sci- 
entific (Burgess),  56-60,147,  (A.  L. 
A.  discussion)  147  (Hodges)  148; 
renewal  by  telephone  (A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  lib.  administration),  01; 
fund  for  popular  (Berry),  133;  N.V. 
State  L.  School  course  in  selection 
of  (Bostwick),  136J  in  branch  libs. 
(A.  L.  A.  discussion),  i6b\  use  of 
Tabard  Inn.  for  popular  (Ballard), 
1S4-185;  selection  should  be  made  by 
libn.  (Rosengarten),  309;  accumu- 
lation in  L.  ol  Congress  (Putnam), 
313*313;  instruction  in  mending 
(Hewins),  334.  5^/ a/^o  Children's 
books,  Fines,  Postal  rates.  Refer- 
ence  books. 

Booksellers,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  rela* 
tions  of  libs,  with  book  trade,  143- 
I43(  350;  attack  by  Am.  Booksellers* 
Assoc,  upon  Dewey  (Montgomery), 
>43;  net  price  system  (A.  L.  A.  dis- 
cussion)  143-146,  iS3*»S6,  (A.  L.  A. 
council)  171 ;  relations  to  libns. 
(Dewey),  146-147;  resolutions  on  re- 
lations with  book  trade,  350. 

Borden,  Fanny.  357. 

Boston,  A.  L.  A.  excursions  in,  353. 


Boston  AthenaBom  L..,  catalog 
(Fletcher),  193. 

Boston  (Mass.)  P.  L.,  incidents  in  the 
hist,  of  (Whitney),  16-34, 166;  caU- 
log  (Hunt)  35-38,  IQO,  (A.  L.  A.  dis- 
cussion)  190-193;  branch  libs. 
(Ward),  43-46;  children's  work  at 
Brighton  Brandi  (Hall),  333. 

Bostwick,  Arthur  B.,  357 ;  pains  and 
penalties  in  lib.  work,  39-34.  130; 
A.  L.  A.  com.  on  indexes  ana  title, 
pages  to  periodicals,  130;  rpt.  ol  A. 
L.  A.  com.  on  lib.  training,  135, 136; 
large  public  libs,  unable  to  make 
use  or  lib.  school  graduates,  ijfr' 
139;    snpenrision   in   branch  Um., 

Bowditch,  Mary  P.,  357. 

Bowker,  R.  R.,  resigns  from  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  public  docs.  (Falkner),  93. 

Bowles,  Mrs,  P.  T.,  357. 

Boyden,  Mrs,  J.  B.,  357. 

Boyle,  T.  E.,  357. 

Boyle,  Mrs,  T.  K.,  357. 

Bradley,  I:  S.,  357. 

Bradley,  Mrs.^  1:  S.,  357. 

Branch  libraries,  planning  and  eanip 
ment  (Anderson)  38*41,  163,  (A.L* 
A.  discussion)  103.165;  tnnctioos 
and  resources  (Ward;,  43.46,  165; 
administmtion  (Hill),  46-ifo,  165; 
A.  L.  A.  discussion,  165*166. 

Brett,  Clara  A.,  357. 

Brett,  W:  H.,  357;  A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
lib.  training,  119;  branch  lib.  plana, 
163;  lectures  in  branch  libs.,  164; 
books  r  in  branch  libs.,  166;  stsff 
meetings,  317;  printed  catalog  cards 
for  children's  books,  333*334. 

Brevard,  N.  C,  invitation  to  A.  L.  A. 
to  meet  in,  349. 

Bridgman,  Minnie  C,  357. 

Brings,  Walter  B.,  357. 

Brigham,  C.  S.,  357. 

Brigham,  H.O.,  357. 

Brigham,  Johnson,  3C7;  campaign  of 
education  by  state  Uo.  commissions, 
33S  339;  need  of  training  in  lib.  archi- 
tecture, 331.333;  reduced  postal  rates 
for  lib.  books,  334. 

Brooke,  L.  Edna,  357. 

Brooks,  Henrietta,  357. 

Brown,  Adeline  S.,  357. 

Brown,  Alice  D.,  357. 

Brown,  Caroline  H!.,  357. 

Brown,  E.  A.,  357. 

Brown,  F.  I.,  357. 

Brown,  Mrs,  F.  I.,  357. 

Brown,  Gertrude  L.,  357. 

Brown,  Julia  D.,  3C7. 

Brown,  Miss  M.  U.,  357. 

Brown,  Zaidee  M.,  357. 

Browne,  Nina  E.,  357;  sec.  A.  L.  A. 
Publishing  Boanf  (Fletcher),  83; 
proposed  form  for  a  classed  catalog, 
184 ;  attendance  summaries,  36S. 

Browning,  Elixa  G.,  357;  rpt.  cm  co- 
operative list  of  chilaren's  books, 

330. 

Bryant,  Mary  V.,  357. 

Buchanan,  H:  C,  357. 

Buchanan,  Mrs.  H:  C.,  357. 

Buchwald,  Isabella  C,  357. 

Buckley,  Pierce  E.,  357. 

Buildings,    library.      Bost.     P.     L. 

(Whitney),  33,  34;  Soule's  A.L.  A. 

tract  (Fletcher),  8*;  for  A.  L.  A. 

exhibit  at  La.  Purchase  Exposition, 

140;  need  of  consultation  with  libns. 

(Patton)    308,    (Rosengarten)    310. 

311;    N.  Y.  P.  L.   (BiTlinrs),  315- 

316;  need  of  training  in  lit),  archi. 

tecture    (Brigham),    331.333.      Ste 

also  Storehouse. 
RuUard,  N.Josephine,  357. 
Bulletins.    See  Picture  bulletins. 
Bumpus,  Miss  N.  A.,  357. 
Bunker,  Adeline.  357. 
Bunker,  Mabel  E.,  357. 
Burbank,  L.  Freeman,  357. 


Burbank,  Nancy  I.,  357. 

Bnrgeaa,  C:  F.,  357:  selrrfion  of  tedi. 

nical  and  adenunc  books,  56^  147; 

publication  of  selected  list,  148. 
Burnett,  Duncan,  357. 
Bnrrage,  G.  B.,  357. 
Burrows,  Dorothy  B.,  357. 
Buss,  Charlotte  A.,  3^7* 
Butler,  B'  A.,  357. 

Cady,  Anita  L^  357 

Caiger,  Eliza  F.  A^  357. 

California,  lib.  gtfts  to  (Cole),  99;  in. 
Titation  to  A.  L.  A.  to  meet  m,  %^, 

Callow,  HatHe  M.,  357. 

Cameron,  Walter  M.,  357. 

Camp.  David  N..  a<?. 

Campbell,  Miss  J.  M .,  357. 

Canada,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  11&. 

Canfield,  Ja.  H.,  30:  A.  L.  A.  eon. 
on  oo.opcratioti  witii  N.  B.  A.,  137; 
I  St  Tice.pres.  A.  L»  A.,  166;  divi. 
sion  of  books  in  nniTcraity  lib.,  174* 
176;  relation  of  tinstce  to  psMic 
in>.,  304-306;  benefits  of  lib.  insti. 
tutes,  341.345. 

Capen.  B:  necrology,  134. 

Capitalization  ( A. X.  A.  Catatog  Sec 
aiscusaion),  193-309. 

Carey,  M.  Frances,  357. 

Camiesie,  And.,  gift  of  $ioo,noo  to 
A.  L.  A.,  151,  171,  (Billin|p)  a, 
(Cole)  oS,  99  (Com.  on  resolatioas), 
171;  (Council's  acceptance),  349^ 
3Co;gift  for  N.  Y.  P.  L.  bnildiagi 
(Biirings>,  3i6. 

Carnegie  Institntion,  proposed  bftL 
work  (Fletcher),  150.151. 

Carnegie  L.,  Pittaborg;!!,  Pa.,  bnoA 
lib.  plans  (Anderson),  38.41;  hciac 
libs,  and  reading^  chibs,  7^75; 
printed  catalog  cards  for  cfaUdiea*! 
books. 

Carney,  Frank,  357. 

Carr,  Gertrude.  357. 

Carr,  H:  J.,  358;  disposal  of  snrpto 
A.  L.  A.  catalogs,  143 ;  on  ooia.  ee 
relations  with  book  trade,  zKo. 

Carr,  Mrs,  H:  J.,  958. 

Carroll,  Jessie  A.,  358. 

Carson,Jeasie  M.,  ^. 

Carter,  Lucy  L..  vA. 

Carver,  Leonara  D.,  35S. 

Cataloging,  for  branch  lib.  syalcia 
(Hill) ,  48, 49 ;  cost  of  (A.  L.  A-  ens. 
on  lib.  administration).  86;  co-oper- 
ative (Fletcher)  149, 130,  (lies)  ip; 
reduced  by  borrowing  temporary 
books  (Batlard),  184.1^ ;  di£Bciiltics 
and  inadequacy  (Hodges),  185-186; 
how  to  impose  limitations  00  (A. 
L.  A.  Catalog  Sec.  diacassk»), 
19X.103;  rules  for  capitalicstifla 
(A.  L.  A.Catalc^  Sec.  oiscussioa). 
193-303 ;  centralisation  of  (Putnam). 
313.    •S'«ra/«>  Printed  catalog  csrds. 

Catalogs,  of  Bost.  P.  L.  (Whitaeyl 
33,  43,  (Hunt)  35.3S.  190;  prapoaei 
classed  catalog  (Browne)  184. 
(Crunden)  i8a;  of  Harvard  Collcir 
L.  (LAue),  187.190;  beginaiogt  ef 
the  card  catalo|f  (A.  L.  A.  Catalog 
Sec.    diacussion).    193.      See   mbs 


ChamberUin,  ATrx.  Marion  L.,  sjS. 
Chamberlain,  MeUen  (Whitney;,  13. 

Chambert,  Grace  M.,  acS, 

Chandler,  Alice  G.,  »^ 
Chand  er,  Ellen  M.,  358. 
Chandler,  W:  D..  358.  ^ 
Chapman,  KfBe  L.,  acS. 
Chapman,  Eradly  K,,  a* 
Chapman.  Grace  D.,  at,. 
Chase,  Adelaide  M^  aS. 
Chase,  Alice  W.,  a^.  ^ 
Chase,  Arthur  H.,T^. 
Chase,  F: ,  358.  '^ 
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Chase,  G:  Bigelow,  necrology,  124. 

Cheever,  Mn,  A.  C.,  acS. 

Cheney,  Frances  S.,  358. 

Cheney,  J^  Vance,  ac8. 

CheTalier,  S:  A.,  358. 

Child,  Grace  A.,  358. 

Child,  Marion  B.,  acS. 

Child,  W:  B.,  358. 

Children,  lib.  work  with.  supt.  of 
(Hill).  48;  "Reading:  forthejroung  " 
out  ot  print  (Fletcher),  %^\  new 
catalog  of  **fieading  for  the  yonng  " 
(Fletcner),  ici.  See  also  A.  L.  A. 
Sec.  for  Children's  Libns.,  Home 
libraries. 

Children's  books,  evaluation  of 
(Welsh).  76-79,  *H'»  n>^*  00  list  of, 
with  children's  annotations  (Hew- 
ins),  79-83,  33a;  rpt.  of  com.  on 
cooperative  list  of  (Children's 
Libns.  Sec.)  330;  classification  and 
cataloging  of  (Children's  Libns. 
Sec.  discussion)  333-334;  printed 
catalog  cards  for,  333-334;  rpt,  of  edi- 
tor or 0O4)perative  list  (Eastman), 
334-336;  com.  appointed  to  continue 
co-operative  list,  336;  discussion  of 
co-operative  list,  336-337 ;  new  edi- 
tion of  '*  Reading  for  the  young  " 
proposed,  337. 

Christian,  Lnda  L.,  358. 

Cincinnati  (O.)  P.  L.,  useful  arts' 
room  (Hodges),  148. 

Claflin,  Louise,  358. 

Clark,  /)r.,  358. 

Clark,  Josepmne  A.,  358. 

Clarke,  Alma  A.,  358. 

Clarke.  Bdith  £.,  358;  A.  L.  A. 
Catalog  Sec.  com.  on  nominations, 
i87. 

Clarke,  Emma  L.,  358. 

Clarke,  Mary  E.,  358. 

Clarke,  Mary  Reynolds,  35S. 

Classed  catalogs.    See  Catalogs. 

Classification,  Shurtleff  S3rstem  in 
Bost.  P.  L.  (Whitney).  33;  as  a 
substitution  for  cataloging  (Hod- 
8^)t  i79»  i°  Harvard  College  L. 
(Lane),  187- 190;  for  children's  books 
(Children's  Libns.  Sec. discussion), 
333-334.  See  alto  Expansive  classi- 
fication. 

Clendenio,  Susan,  358. 

Cleveland  fO.)  P.  L.  branch  lib. 
plans  (Anoerson),  39;  printed 
catalog  cards  for  children's  books, 
333.334. 

Cliflord,  Rev,  C.  I.,  358. 

Coates,  A.  B.,  358. 

Cobb,  Edith  H.,  35S. 

Cobleigh,  A/»»  E.  S.,  358. 

Cobum,  Elizabeth  S.,  358. 

Cobum,  Jennie  M.,  358. 

Cochrane,  Anna  C,  358. 

Cochrane,  Charlotte,  35S. 

Cochrane,  Sarah  A.,  358. 

Coffin.  J/r«.  Eva  E.,  358. 

Coit,  Emily  S.,  358. 

Colby,  Adah  M.,  ac8. 

Colcord,  Mabel.  3C8. 

Cole,  G:  W.,  A.L.A.  rpt.  on  gifts 
and  bequests,  97-119, 135. 

Cole.  W:  A.,  358. 

CoUinghara,  Rose,  358. 

Colorado,  lib.  fifts  to  (Cole),  99. 

Columbia  Univ.  L.,  departmental 
equipment  (Canfield),  175. 

Comegys,  Mrs.  Rose,  358. 

Comer,  Anna  S.,  3^8. 

Concord,  Mass.,  A.  L.  A.  excursion 
to,  353. 

Connecticut,  state  docs.  (Falkner), 
95;  lib.  eifts  to  (Cole),  99,  100. 

Conner,  Martha  J.,  358. 

Conway,  Elizabeth,  358. 

Coolidge,  J.  R.,  358. 

Coombs,  Mrs,  £.  R.,  358. 

Cooper,  Louise  B.,  358. 

Co-operation,  between  libs,  and  libns. 
(Billings),      3-8;      in     cataloging 


Irman  A.  L.  A. 


(Fletcher)  i49-i50,  (lies)  153;  be- 
tween trustees  and  libns.  (Rosen- 
garten) ,  309.  See  also  I  nternational 
co-operation. 

Co-operative  lists  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
lib.  administration),  88. 

Copeland,  Lora  A.,  3^. 

Copeland,  Sara^so. 

Cordes,  Bessie  iP.,  3c8. 

Corey,  D.  P^  358;  ciiai.M..»  . 
Trustees'  Sec.,  3Qi-3Q4,  319. 

Corey,  Mrs.  D.  P.,  358. 

Correspondence  Schools  of  Scranton. 
See  International  Correspondence 
Schools  of  Scranton,  Pa. 

Corwin,  Miss  E.  P.,  358. 

Cotting,  Sarah  E.,  358. 

Countryman,  Gratia,  sec.  State  Lib. 
Commissions  Section,  335. 

Covel,  A.  S.,  358. 

Crain,  Lucy  B.,  358. 

Crampton,  Susan,  358. 

Cramton,  Ellen  B.,  358. 

Crandall,  J.  R.,  yr.,  358. 

Crewitt,  Mrs.  Julia  M.,  358. 

Crosby,  Harriet  L.,  358. 

Crosby  J[.  Allen,  358. 

Cross.  Beulah  L.,  358. 

Cruoden,  F:  M..  358;  lib.  fines,  130, 
131,  i3»»33;  "b»  »«laries,  140: 
dassed  catalog,  184;  on  Council 
com.  on  nominations,  350;  chair- 
man com.  on  affiliation  of  A.  L.  A. 
with  women's  clubs,  351. 

Crunden,  Mrs.  F:  M.,  358. 

Cuba,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  1x8. 

Cufflin.  M.  Florence,  358. 

Cummmg,  Nellie,  358. 

Cunmon.  Rev.  M.  A.,  3c8. 

Cunningham,  Mrs,  G.  B.,  358. 

Curran,  Mrs.  Mary  H.,  358. 

Currier,  T.  F.,  358;  capitalization, 
198, 199. 

Cutter*  C:  A.,  358;  increase  of  lib. 
fines  for  special  cases,  131;  printed 
catalog  cards,  163 :  insertions  In  the 
Expansive  dassincation,  190;  Dr. 
Abbot's  cataloging,  190;  treatment 
of  music  in  Bost.  P.  L.  catalog, 
191 ;  early  card  catalogs,  193;  capi- 
Ulization,  193, 194,  197,  199. 

Cutter,  W:  P.,  358. 

Cutter,  Mts.  W:  P.,  358. 

Cutter,  W:  R.,  358. 

Dargett,  Caroline  M.,  358. 

Daly,  Margaret  C,  358. 

Dame,  Kauiarine,  358. 

Damon,  Lalia  M.,  358. 

Dana,  J:  C,  358;  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  co-operation  N.  E.  A.,  136- 
137;  relation  of  public  libs,  to  the 
book  trade,  15^;  discussion  of  A. 
L.  A.  constitution,  1C3-156:  rpt.  on 
co-operative  list  of  children's  books, 
330,  336;  dangers  of  lib.  institutes, 
34s,  347;  value  uf  state  lib.  assoc. 
meetines  to  small  libs.,  348-349. 

Dana,  Mrs.  J:  C,  358. 

Danforth,  G:  F.,  359;  sec.  A.  L.  A. 
College  Sec,  186. 

Davis,  Mrs,  C.  L.,  359. 

Davis,  Mrs.  Eliza  R.,  359. 

Davis,  Esther  M.,  359. 

Davis,  Olin  S.,  3C9. 

Davison,  Mrs,  M.  E.,  359. 

Dawley,  Grace  H.,  359. 

Day,  Madeleine  R.,  359. 

Day,  Mary  A.,  359. 

Decker,  Cora  M.,  359. 

Deery,  Delia  J.,  3C9. 

Delaware,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  100. 

Deming,  Mtss  D.,  359. 

Denison,  G:  A.,  359. 

De  Normandie,  Rev.  James,  wel- 
come to  A.  L.  A.,  1 30, 131. 

Departmental  libraries.  See  Univer- 
sity libraries. 

Dewey,  Melvil,  359;  on  A.  L.  A. 
Ptiblishing   Board  (Fletcher),  83; 


A.  L.  A.  com.  on  co-operation  with 
N.  B.  A..  137;  rpt.  of  com.  on  A. 
L.  A.  exhibit  at  La.  Purchase  Ex- 
position. 1^1^;  attack  by  Am. 
Booksellers'  Assoc  upon,  146, 
(Montfifomery)  143;  relations  of 
booksellers  to  libns.,  147;  discus- 
sion of  A.  L.  A.  constitution,  15c* 
156;  lectures  in  libs.,  165 ;  A.  L.  A. 
council,  166;  changing  of  catalog 
rules  and  capitalization,  196,  aoi- 
303;  function  of  the  trustee,  317- 
319;  chairman  State  Library  Com- 
missions Round  Table  Meeting, 
338;  work  of  state  lib.  commissions, 
331;  training  for  lib.  organizers, 
331,  333-333;  reduced  postal  rates 
for  lib.  books,  334;  chairman  State 
Lib.  Commissions  Section,  335; 
functions  of  a  state  lib.  assoc.,  336- 
338;  trained  lib.  instructors  for  state 
assns.,  348. 

D'Wolf,  Miss  A.  M.,  359. 

Dictionary  catalogs,  are  they  to 
be  supplanted  by  bibliograpmes? 
(Hodges)  178-180,  (Kroeger)  180- 
183,  (A.  L.  A.  College  Sec.  dis- 
cussion)  183-184. 

Diefendorf,  D.  Elizabeth,  359. 

Dielman,  L.  H..  359. 

Dielman,  Mrs.  L.  H.,  359. 

Discount  to  libs.,  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  relations  of  libs,  with  book 
trade,  143-143;  A.  L.  A.  discussion, 
143-146.  153-156;  action  of  A.  L.  A. 
council,  171,  350;  resolutions  on, 
350. 

District  of  Columbia,  lib.  gifts  to 
(Cole),  100. 

Dix,  M.EtU,  359. 

Doane,  Rebecca  F.,  359. 

Doane,  W.  H.,  359. 

Doane,  Mrs.  W.  H.,  359. 

Dodge,  Bertha  A.,  359. 

Dodge,  Nellie  E.,  359. 

Donnelly,  June  R.,  359. 

Doran,  JviM,  359. 

Doren,  Electra  C.,  359. 

Dougherty,  Anna  R.,  359. 

Douglass,  Jessie  M.,  359. 

Dousman,  Mary  Ej^  chairman  A.  L. 
A.  Section  tor  Children's  Libns., 
327. 

Dow,  G:  F.,  350. 

Downes,  Mrs,  W:  F.,  359. 

Downey,  Mary  E.,  359. 

Doyle,  Aenes  C,  359. 

Draper,  Annie  E.,  359. 

Draper,  F.  A.,  359. 

Draper,  Mrs,  Henry,  359. 

Draper,  Miriam  S.,  359. 

Duddy,  Bessie  L.,  359. 

Dudley,  C:  R.,  359. 

Duncan,  W:  H.,Jv>'.,  359. 

Dunn,  Florence  E.,  359. 

Durand,  Susan  M.,  359. 

Durkee,  Cara  D.,  359. 

Eager,  Sarah,  3C9. 

Eames,  Wilberforce,  359. 

Earhart,  Frances  E.,  3C9. 

Earl,  Mrs,  Elizabeth  C.,  359. 

Eastman,  Linda  A.,  3Cq;  rpt.  on  co- 
operative list  of  children's  books, 
335-336 ;  vote  of  thanks  to,  336. 

Eastman,  Martha  J.,  359. 

Eastman,  W:  R.,  359;  rpt.  of  A.  L. 
A.  com.  on  lib.  administration,  86- 
91 ;  A.  L.  A.  Trustees'  Sec.  com. 
on  nominations,  304;  making  pro. 
grams  of  state  lib.  assns.  helpful  to 
small  libs.,  348. 

Eastman,  J/r«.  W:  R.,  359. 

Eastwood,  Mary,  359. 

Eaton,  Miss.  350. 

Edwards.  Ella  M.,  359. 

Egbert,  Alice,  359. 

Eger,  Bertha,  3C9. 

SKiridge,  Eva  A.,  359. 

Eliot,  C:  W: ,  359;  storage  methods 
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fisr  books  in  use  and  books  not  in 

Slmeodorf,  H:    L.,  259;   A.   L.  A. 

catalog,    141;   A.  L.  A.   com.  on 

relations  of  libs,  with  book  trade, 

143,  350;  disconnt  to  libs..  145 ;  lists 

of  books  for  children,  227. 
Slrod,  Jennie,  3C9. 
Emerson,  Mabel  B.,  159. 
Emery,  B.  W.,  359. 
Emery,  Gertrude,  359. 
Engle,  Emma  R^  359. 
Enelish   history,   pnnted   cards    for 

(Fletcher),  84. 
Eases,  If  ary  C,  359. 
Estey,  G.  Fred,  359. 
Erahiation   of  literatore.   children's 

books  (Welsh),  76-79;  lles's  scheme 

for  (Fletcher),  150,  151. 
Btshs,  Adelaide  F.,  359. 
Evans,  Mrs.  Alice  G.,  359. 
Everett,    Edward,   on   Boat.    P.    L. 

(Whitney),  30. 
BTeritt.C:  P.,  35^ 
Expansive  classification,    insertions 

in  (Lane)  189,  (Cntter)  190. 

Fairbanks.  E:  T.,  350. 

Fairchild,  Rev.  B.  M.,  359. 

Fairchild,  Mrt.  S.  C,  359;  capitallza. 
tlon,  195-196, 107. 

Falkner,  Roland  P.,  a^;  rpt.  of  A. 
L.  A.  com.  on  public  docs.,  93-96, 
130;  delay  in  distribution  of  current 
<K>cs.,  I  to;  printed  catalog  cards  for 
public  docs.,  IV);  chairman  A.  L. 
A.  com.  on  public  docs.,  351. 

Farr,  Mary,  P.,  359. 

Farrar,  Ida  F.,  359;  how  to  make 
program  of  state  lib.  assoc.  of  value 
to  small  libs.,  359-341. 

Fatout,  Nellie  B.,  359. 

Fancon,  Charlotte,  a^ 

Faxon,  F:  W.,  359;  rpL  of  A.  L.  A. 
sec.,  iai-133. 

Faxon,  Mrs.  F:  W.,  359. 

Fearey,  Charlotte  S..  359. 

Ferguson,  M.  Jay,  359. 

Femald,  Helen  A.,  359. 

Fichtenkam,  Alice.  359;  printed  cata- 
log cards  for  public  docs.,  130. 

Fiction,  Pratt  Inst.  L.  School  graded 
lists  (Bostwick),  136. 

Field,  Alice  M.,  359. 

Fines,  as  a  penalty  for  misdemeanor 
(Bostwick),  30.33;  alternate  penalty 
urged  (A. L.  A.  com.  on  lib.  admin- 
istration), 91 ;  A.  L.  A.  discussion, 
130.133. 

Fisher,  Georgiana  O.,  359. 

Fison,  Gertrude  S.,  359. 

Fison,  H.  W.,  359;  how  state  assns. 
can  help  small  libs.,  347,  348. 

Fitzgerald,  Bva  M.,  359. 

F>»8K,  C:  A..  259. 

Flash,  Mrs.  N.  F.,  360. 

Fleischner,  Olto,  360. 

Fletcher,  F.  R.,  a6o. 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  F.  R.,  360. 

Fletcher,  May  M..  360. 

Fletcher,  Robert  S.,  360. 

Fletcher.  W:  I.,  a6o;  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
Publishing  Board,  53.85»  14^;  rpt. 
of  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  indexes  and 
title-pa^  to  periodicals,  13S-139; 
indefinite  time  limit  for  holding 
books,  133;  discussion  on  gifts  and 
bequests,  135;  discount  to  libs.,  143. 
144;  work  and  plans  of  A.  L.  A. 
Publishing  Board,  149-151;  division 
of  books  in  university  libs.,  176; 
dictionary  card  catalogs  in  relation 
to  bibl.,  1S3.1S3;  Best.  P.  L.  cata- 
log! 191 ;  Bost.  Athenxum  catalog, 
19a;  capitalization,  193.195,  197,  198, 
aoo;  caulog  rules,  196-197;  reap- 
pointed  on  A.  L.  A.  Pub.  Board, 
351.  ' 

Fletcher,  Mrs.  W:  I.,  360. 
'iuan,  Agnes  E.,  360. 


Flint,  Cd.  Westoo,  160. 

Flint,  Mrs.  Weston,  36a 

Florida,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  100. 

Pollansbee,  Alice  C,  360. 

Folsom,  C: ,  Bost.  Athenaeum  L.  card 

catalog  (Cntter),  193.       ,   ^    ,     ^ 
Foreign  docnmenis,  rpt.  of  A.  L*.  A. 

com.  on,  139. 
Forrest,  Gertrude  B.,  360. 
Forsyth,  Walter  G.,  360. 
Fosa,  Sam  Walter,  36a 
Foster.  W:  E.,  360. 
Fox,  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  360. 
Francis,  Mary,  a6o. 
Freeman,  Marilla  W.,  360;  com.  on 

affiliation  of  A.  Lp.  A.  with  women's 

dubs,  act. 
French,  ifr«.  C:  H.,360. 
Friedley,  Georgia  A.,  360. 
Frinsdorff,  Emily  O.,  a6o. 
Fuller,  Edith  D^  a6a 
Fuller,  Frances  Howard,  360. 
Furbish,  Alice  C,  a6a 

Gaffin,  Frances  E.,  360. 

Galbreath.  C:  B.,  a6o. 

Ganley,  Marie,  360. 

Gardner,  Eva  S.,  a6o. 

Garland,  Caroline  H.,  360. 

Garretson,  Harriet  E.,  360. 

Garrison,  Frank  W.,  afo. 

Garrison,  Mrs.  P.  W.,  360. 

Garvin,  Ethel,  360. 

Gates,  Edith  M.,  360. 

Gay,  Ernest  L.,  a6o. 

Gay,  Frank  B.,  a6o;  Bost.  P.  L.  cata- 
log, 191 ;  capitaiixation,  194-195. 

Gay,  Mrs.  P.  B.,  a6o. 

Gay,  Helen  K..  36a 

Georgia,  lib.  gifta  to  (Cole),  100. 

Gibbooa.  Rosa  M.,  360. 

Gibbs,  Miss  E.  N.,  360. 

Gibbs,  Laura  R.,  36a 

GiiTord,  W:  L.  R.,  360. 

GiiTord,  Mrs.  W:  L.  R.,  36a 

Gift  extremely  rare  (Lord),  14-37»  171 « 

Gifts  and  bequests,  rpt.  on  (Cole),  97- 
>i9t  >15j  A.  L.  A.  discussion,  135. 

Gilbert,  Emma  H.,  360. 

Gilbert,  Walter  M.,  a6o. 

Gile,  Jessie  S.,  a6a 

Gilmore,  L.  B.,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
foreign  docs.,  139. 

Gleason,  H.  W.,  a6o. 

Gleason,  Mrs.  H.  W.,  a6o. 

Godard,  G:  S..  a6o. 

Godard,  Mrs.  G:  S.,  360. 

Goddard,  E:  M.,  a6o. 

Goddard,  Mrs.  E:  M.,  360. 

Goding,  Sarah  B.,  a6o. 

Goeks,  Hedwig  M.,  a6o. 

Goldberg,  Bessie,  360. 

Goodale,  Grace,  a6o. 

Gookin,  E: ,  360. 

Gorse,  Helen,  360. 

Gould,  C:  H.,  360;  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  foreign  docs.,  139;  where 
place  books  on  applied  science  in 
universit]^  libs.?  177- 178;  treatment 
of  music  m  Bost.  P.  L.  catalog,  191 ; 
chairman  A.  L.  A.  Catalog  Sec., 

303. 

Government  documents.    Stt  Public 

documents. 
Gracie,  Helen,  360. 
Graffin,  Frances,  360. 
Gran  If  er,  Anne  C.,  360. 
Graniss,  Ruth  S.,  360. 
Gray,  Paul  E.,  a6o. 
Green,  Carrie  S.,  360. 
Green,  S: ,  360. 
Green,  Walter  C,  360. 
Greene,  Charlotte  W.,  t6o, 
Greenleaf,  Arthur  P.,  360. 
Greenman,  E.  May,  360. 
Grierson,  ATry.  E.  S.,  360. 
Groves,  (Jharlolte  E.,  a6o. 
Guerrier,  Edith,  360. 
Guggenheimer,  Aim^  360. 
Guide  to  the  literature  ot  Am.  hist. 


(Fletcher)  83,  150,   (!!«•)    i5«-«$«. 

(A.  L.  A.  com.  on  rcnolotions)  171. 
Guild,  Mra,  C,  a6o. 
Guild,  /v.  R.  A.,  letter  on  Libas.' 

Convention  of  1^3,  lao,  lai. 

Hadley,  Anna,  a6o. 

Hafiwr,  Alfred,  a6o. 

Hagar,  Sarah  C.,  360. 

Hauies,  Helen  B.,  a6o:  reooider 
A.  L.  A.,  166;  anggeation  fer  pio- 
grams  of  state  lib.  assns.,  %n. 

Hall,  Belle  S.,  360;  children's  work 
at  Brighton  Branch  Boston  P.  !«, 

333. 

Hall,  Drew  B.,  360. 

Hall,  Mrs.  Drew  B.,  a6o. 

Hall,  E.  Frances,  a6o. 

Hamant,  G.  R^a6o. 

Hamant,  Mrs.  G.  R^  960. 

Hamilton,  Gatera  R.,  a6oL 

Handbook     of    American     Ubraxki 
(Fletcher),  84;  rpt.  A.  L.  A. 
(Teggart),  laS;  A.  L.  A. 
sion,  laS. 

Hannum,  Charlotte  K.,  a6o. 

Hanson,  J.  C.  M.,  360;  chairaua  A. 
L.  A.  Catalog:  Sec,  187;  treatacst 
of  muaic  in  Boat.  P.  L.  catalog, 
loi ;  proposition  onoe  made  for  cat. 
aloging  L.  of  Congreas,  19a;  capi- 
talization, iaa-ig7, 19^301. 

Harris,  Isabella,  360. 

Harrison,  Josmm  LeRoy.  a6o. 

Hart,  Mildred,  a6i. 

Hartich.  Mr9.  Alice  D.,  361. 

Hartswtck,  Howard  B.,  a6i. 

Hartswick,  Mrs,  H.  B.,  36c. 

Harvard  Univ.  L., penalties  ia'(Laae), 
130;  catalog  (Lane)  187-190,  (A.L. 
Catalog  Sec    diacnsaion)  190, 


A.L.A. 


103;  rulea  lor  capitalization  (Gar- 
ner) 19B.  rTillinghaat)  i9O>300. 
Hasse,  Adelaide  R.,  a6i. 
Hastings,  C.  H.,  a6i ;  card  distiiba- 

tion  work  of  the  L.  of  Congress,  67. 

71^   156;    time    of  dlstiibatioa   of 

printed  cards,  i6a. 
Haupt,  Lura  S.,  a6i. 
Haven,  Georgetta,  a6i. 
Haven,  Phebe  P^  a6i. 
Hawkins,  Emma  T.,  a6t. 
Hawkins,  JVrs.,  G:  ,  a6i. 
Hawley,  Francea  B.,  a6i ;  ▼iaitors  for 

home  libs.,  aaa;   traiidng  for  fib. 

ornnizers,  sia. 
Hawley,  Marys.,  361 ; 

Catalog  Sec,  18^. 
Hayes,  Edith  B.,  a6i. 
Haynes,  Emily  M.,  a6i. 
Haynea,  Francea  K.,  a6i. 
Hazeltine,  Mary  K^  a6i  ;  < 

lib.  training  coarse,  933;  Okaa 

Institute,  934* 
Heath,  Rose,  a6i. 
Heatwole,  Mrs,  K.  R.,  361. 

Hedge,  P:  H.,  a6i ;  central  lib.  attakg 

in  branch  liba.,  165. 
Helena,  Mont.,  inTitatioa  to  A.  L.  A 

to  meet  in,  af^. 
Hellinss,  Emma  L.,  a6i. 
Hemmlngs,  Anita,  »6i. 
Hoiderson,  Maude,  a6r;   A.  L.  A 

Catalog  Sec  com.  on  .w^s..«Hr»c, 

187. 
Henry  W:    E.,  ,6i;    reduced  postil 
„«*««  fof  IJb.  booka,  a3s. 
Hensel,  Martia,  a6i ;  discount  to  libs., 

He^um,W:    M.,  a6i. 
Herbert,  Clara  W.,  a6i. 
Herron,  Leonora  K.,  a6t. 
Hewett,  Jane  A.,  a6i . 
Hewins,  Afra.  C.  A.,  a6t. 

Vl^h  9?r?**"*  **-.  *6i;  rpt  OB 
list  of  chlldren*a  iK^ks  ^jth  dnl> 
««»•  uuMtationa,  79^  asf ;  ». 
branch  in  atom  aetttamnt,  m;  Ji- 
stewlioQ  in  book.meadiag,  J|M- 
Hewina,  Lacy  C,  8677^^ 
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Hicks,  Mr».  J..  a6i . 

Higbee,  Mr$,  B.  W.,  a6i. 

Hildebnuid,  Lee  B.,  a6i. 

Hill,  Frank  P.,  a6i;  administration 
of  branch  libs.,  46>5o,  165 ;  discus- 
sion of  A.  L.  A.  constitution,  155; 
branch  lib.  lecture  rooms,  164 ;  cen- 
tral  lib.  catalog  at  branch  lib.,  165; 
books  in  branch  libs.,  166. 

Hill,  Frank  P^  Jr.,  s6i. 

HUl,  Harriet  P.,  s6i. 

Hinckley,  G:  L.,  a6i. 

Hine,J.  w:,s6i. 

Hitchcock,  Grace  L.,  a6i. 

Hitchler^  Theresa,  961 ;  visitors  for 
home  libs.,  aaa. 

Hoagland,  Merica  L.,  s6i ;  cost  of 
branch  libs.,  163;  campaign  of 
education  by  state  lib.  commission, 
n&-%}p\  visits  from  state  commis- 
sion,  ati ;  lib.  training  classes,  332. 

Hodge,  Mrt,  H.  £.,  a6i. 

Hodges,  N.  D.  C.  a6i ;  rpt.  of  A.  L. 
A.  com.  on  lio.  administration, 
86.91 ;  selection  of  scientific  books, 
148:  A.  L.  A.  council,  166;  bibliog. 
rapnies  v$,  dictionary  catalogs, 
i7S>i8o;  difficulties  in  cataloging, 
155-186. 

Holiingworth,  Ida  F.,  a6i. 

Holston,  Isabel,  s6i . 

Home  delivery  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
lib.  administration),  88. 

Home  libraries  ana  reading  clubs 
fSackett)  72-75,  aao,  (A.  L.  A. 
aiscussion)  aao-aaj. 

Hooper,  Louisa  M.,  a6i. 

Hopkins.  Anderson  H.,  organization 
and  administration  of  university 
libs.,.io-i6,  17a;  discussion  of  univ. 
lib.  methods,  177;  departmental 
equipment^subordinate  in|univ.  libs., 
178;  change  in  functions  of  111. 
State  L.  a!ssoc.,  atS. 

Hopkins,  Mr$,  A.  H..  a6i. 

Hosmer,  Dr,  J.  K.,  aoi ;  insufficiency 
of  lib.  penalties,  131 ;  branch  lib. 
plans,  163-164;  pres.  A.  L.  A.,  166; 
rpt.  of  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  resolu- 
tions,  171. 

Houghton,  Celia  M.,  a6i. 

Houghton,  MtMt  £.  G.,  a6i. 

Houghton,  J:  C,  a6i. 

Hume.  Jessie  P.,  a6i. 

Humphrey,  Gertrude  P.,  a6i. 

Humphrey,  L.  D.,  a6i. 

Hunkins,  Grace  H.,  a6i. 

Hunt,  Clara  W.,  a6i ;  classification  of 
children's  books,  aa^:  fon  com.  on 
co-operative  list  of  children's  books, 
aa6. 

Hunt,  £.  B.,  a6i;  catalog  of  Boat. 
P.  L.,  a5-a8,  190;  discussion  of 
cataloffing  methods,  190-193. 

Hurter,  Florence  D.,  a6i. 

Husted,  Harriet  P.,  a6i. 

Hutchins,  Femald  A.,  a6i. 

Hutchins,  Frank  A.,  a6i ;  A.  I^  A. 
com.  on  co-operation  with  N.  £.  A., 
137;  setting  libs,  for  small  com- 
muniues,  3^^-331. 

Hutchinson,  Susan  A.,  a6x. 

Idaho,  lib.  gifts  to  fCole),  loi. 

lies,  G:,  resigns  from  A.  L.  A.  Pub- 
lishing Board  (Fletcher), 83;  Guide 
to  the  literature  of  Am.  Hist. 
(Fletcher)  83,  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
resolutions)  i9i ;  evaluation  of  lit- 
erature (Fletcner),  150, 151 ;  general 
bibl.  work,  i5i-i53. 

Ilion,  N.  v.,  lib.  institute  held  at 
(Underbill),  347. 

Illinois,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  xoi; 
change  in  functions  of  state  lib. 
assoc.  (Hopkins),  318* 

Incunabula,  rpt.  on  list  of  (Thom- 
son), 153.153. 

Indexing,  periodical  literature 
(Fletcner),    139;     as     supplanting 


dictionary  card  catalog  (Kroeger), 
180-183. 

Indiana*  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  loi,  los. 

Institutes.    St4  Library  institutes. 

International  catalog  of  scientific 
literature,  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
intemat.  co-operation,  136. 

International  co-operation,  rpt.  A.  L. 
A-  com.  on,  136. 

International  Correspondence  Schools 
ofScranton,  Pa.,  'scientific  refer- 
ence books  (Burgess)  60,  (Billings) 
14S. 

International  Publishers*  Congress, 
rpt.  of  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  intemat. 
co-operation,  136. 

Iowa,  state  docs.  (Falkner),  95;  lib. 

Rifts  to  (Cole),  I03,  103;   summer 
b.  school  (Sharp),  333. 
Isbister.  Jennie  £.,  361. 
Isom,  Mary,  361. 


Jackson,  Rev,  G:  A.,  361. 
ahr,  Torstein,  361. 
ames,  Hannah  P.,  361 ;  on  Council 
com.  on  nominations,  350. 
^  ames.  Mitt  M.  S.  R.,  361. 
]  ames,  W:  J.  361. 
]  anvrin,  C:  £.,  361. 
]  encks,  C:  W.,  361 ;  Libns.'  Conven- 
tion of  1853,  I30-I31. 

Jenkins,  Beatrice  M.,  361. 
enks,  Bdwin  M.,  361. 
ohn   Crerar   L.,   Chicago,   bibl.  of 

bibliographies      (Andrews),      i^; 

printed     catalog     cards    used    by 

(Andrews^,    158-159. 
\  bhnson,  MttM  A.  L.,  301. 
]  ohnson,  Arolyn  L.,  361. 
'  ohnson,  £ditn  L.,  361. 
]  bhnson,  £llen  L.,  361. 
]  ohnson,  Mrt,  G.  G.,  361. 
'  ohnson,  Mary  Hannah,  361 . 
]  ohnson,  Ortha  B.,  361. 
]  bhnston,  C:  D.,  361. 
'  ohnston,  D.  V.  R.,  361. 
'  ohnston,  Mrt,  D.  V.  R.,  363. 
'ohnston,     W.    Dawson,    Work   of 

Division  of  bibl.,  L.  of  Congress, 

6t^;     £nglish      hist,      cards 

(Fletcher),  84. 
Jones,  £.  Louise,  a63. 
Jones,  Gardner  M.,  363;  rpt.  of  A.  L. 

A.  treas.,  133-133;  treas.  A.  L.  A., 

166;    capitalizaUon,     195;    subject 

headings  for  children's  catalog,  334. 
\  ones,  Mrt,  G.  M.,  363. 
]  ones,  Mrt,},  A.,  363. 
'  ones,  Ralph  K.,  36a. 
]  ordan,  Alice  D..  36a;  sec.  A.  L.  A. 

Section  for  Children's  Libns..  337. 
Josephson,  Aksel  G.  S.,  363;  plan  tor 

the  organization  of  an  institute  for 

bibliographical  research,  61-63, 147; 

capitalization,  193,  195,  197,  301. 
Jndd,  L.  S.,  36a. 

Kansas,  bibl.  of  state  docs.  (Falkner), 
95;  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  103. 

Katz,  Louise  W.,  a63. 

Kantz,  F.  R.,  363. 

Kavana,  Julia  D.  W.,  363. 

Keefer,  Jessie  G.,  36a. 

Keenan,  J:  J.,  363. 

Keenan,  Matthew  T.,  363. 

Keller,  Helen  R.,  36a. 

Kelley,  Helen  T.,  363. 

Kellogg,  Louise  P.,  363. 

Kellogg,  Paul  C,  363. 

Kelly,  H.  J.,  363;  attendance  of  trus- 
tees at  A.  L.  A.  meetings,  319. 

Kelly,  Mrt,  H.  J.,  363. 

Kelso,  Tessa  L.,  363;  A.  L.  A.  com. 
on  relations  of  ubs.  with  book  trade, 
143;  discount  to  libs.,  145-146. 

Kennard,  Louise,  363. 

Kent,  H:  W.,  363. 

Kentucky,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole).  1Q3. 

Keogh,  And.,  363;  capitalizaduon,30i. 

Kerr,  Helen  J.,  363. 


Kerr,  Willis  H.,  363. 

Keyes,  Virginia  M.,  363. 

Kilbnm,  Mrt,  Harriet  M.,  363. 

Kimball,  W.  C,  363. 

King,  £llen,  363. 

Kingman,  Helene  A.,  363. 

Kinsman,  Carrie  H.,  363. 

Kirkland,  Marion  P.,  363. 

Kite,  Agnes  C,  363. 

Knight,  Marion  A.,  363. 

Koch,  Theodore  W.,  363. 

Koopman,  Harry  L.,  363. 

Koster,  Caroline  L.,  363. 

Kroeeer,  Alice  B.,  363;  Guide  to  the 
study  and  use  of  reference  books 
(Fletcher),  S3;  dictionary  catalogs 
vt,  bibliographies,  180-183;  capi- 
talization, 103, 105. 

Kyle,  Bertha  G.,  36a. 

Kyle,  Clara  A.,  363. 

Laboratories  and  departmental  libs. 
(Canfield;  ,17c.   See  aito  Museums . 

Lamb,  £liza,  303. 

Lambert,  Cecilia  C,  363;  how  a  state 
lib.  assoc.  can  arouse  interest  in 
localities  without  lib.  facilities,  338- 

Lamprey,  Manr  L.,  363. 

Lane,  Belle,  3M. 

Lane,  Mrt,  C.  M.,  363. 

Lane,  Mrt,  £velyn  N.,  363. 

Lane,  L.  P.,  363;  capitalization,  199, 


Lane,  W:  C,  363;  printed  catalog 
cards  for  public  docs.,  delay  in  dis- 
tribution of  current  doca.,  130;  lib. 
penalties,  ito;  lib.  graduates*  sal- 
aries, 130;  discussion  of  A.  L.  A. 
constitution,  154;  card  cutter  for 
printed  catalog  cards.  163;  discus- 
sion of  Hopkins's  address  on  the 
university  lib.,  173-174;  catalog  of 
Harvard  College  L.,  187-190,  193: 
how  may  card  catalogs  be  reduced  r 
191 ;  capitalization,  195. 

Lamed,/.  N.,  ed.  Guide  to  the  litera- 
tnre  of^  Am.  hist.  (lies),  151. 

Larsen,  Martha,  363. 

Lawrence,  £tta  F.,  363. 

Leach,  Mar|[aret,  363. 

Lemed,  Lucie  A.,  363. 

Lease,  £velyn  S.,  363. 

Leavitt,  Luella  K.,  363. 

Le  C16ar,  Minnie,  36a. 

Lectures,  to  factory  employees  (Bur- 
gess), 60;  in  branch  lios.  (A.  L.  A. 
discussion),  163-165. 

Lee,  Francis  H.,  363. 

Lee,  G.  W.,  363. 

Lefavour,  H: ,  363. 

Le  Huray,  Louise.  363. 

Leighton,  Mrt.  Flora  H.,  363. 

Leipziger,  /V.  H:  M.,  362;  A.  L.  A. 
Trustees'  Sec  com.  on  nominations, 
30a;  relation  of  trustees  to  libns., 

Leipziger,  Pauline,  363. 

Lemcke,  Brast,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  in- 
dexes and  title-pages  to  periodicals, 
139. 

Lenox,  L..  consolidation  of  N.  Y.  P. 
L.  (Billings),  315. 

Leonard,  Grace,  3M. 

Lewis,  Kate,  363. 

Lexington,  Mass.,  A.  L.  A.  excur- 
sion to.  333. 

Libbie.  F.  J.,  363. 

Librarians,  requisite  qualifications  for 
branch  libns.  (Hill),  50;  salaries, 
(A.  L.  A.  aiscussion)  i37-i40, 
(Dewey)  318;  relations  with  trust- 
tees  (Corey)  30V304,  (A.  L.  A. 
Trastees'  Sec.  discussion)  306-308, 
(Rosengarten)  309-310,  (Dewey) 
317-318;  past  and  present  (Putnam), 
310-317. 

Librarians'  Convention  of  1853 
(Jencks),  lao. 

Libraries,       Handbook       of     Am. 
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(Fletcher),  84;  In  oormal  scfaooU 
(Dana)  ia6>ia7/ (Ahem)  137;  rpt. 
on  Handbook  of  Am.  (Tegnix), 
laS;  printing:  of  Handbook  (A.  L. 
A.  discussion),  laS;  from  a  trostee'a 
point  of  view  (Roaengazten),  ao6- 

313. 

Library  administration,  rpt.  A.  L.  A. 
com.     on     (Wellman,     Bastman, 

H  Hodges) ,  86^1 . 

Library  institutes  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
lib.  administration).  89,  90;  account 
of  Olean  institute  (Hazeltine),  a^ 
benefiu  of  (Canfield),  a4i-a4s; 


(Billings),    3;    DivUion    of   bibl. 
(Johnston),  03-67;    printed  catalog 


cards  (Hastings)  67*71,  ip, 
(Fletcher)  S3,  149*150,  (A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  lib.  administraUoo)  86«88, 
(com.  on  intemat.  cooperation) 
136,  (A.  L.  A.  discussion)  130,  iso* 
163,  (Kroeger)  180,  181,  (Andrews- 
183,  (Rosen garten)  3ti ;  exhibit  for 
La.  Purchase  Exposition.  140;  com* 
pilation  of  bibl.  proposed  by  A.  L. 
A.  com.  on  Am.  dissertations,  186; 
proposition  once  made  for  catalog* 
mg  (Hanson),  19a;  capitalization 
rules  (A.L.  A.  Catalog  aec.  discus- 
sion), 193;  card  catalog  (Rosen- 
garten),  an;  work  (Putnam),  aia- 

315. 

Library  problems  of  to-morrow  (Bill- 
ings), i^». 

Library  tracts,  (Fletcher)  83;  scope 
r  Fletcher),  150. 

I^iorary  training,  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  (Bostwick),  I35*i36,  341 ; 
A.  L.  A.  discussion,  i36>i4o;  Tor 
organizing  work  (A.  L.  A.  discus- 
sion), 331-333;  in  lib.  architecture 
needed  (Brigham),  331-333;  Chau- 
tauqua courBe(Hazeltine),  333;  sum- 
mer school  courses  (Sharp),  333; 
Olean  institute  (Hazeltine),  334; 
through  the  state  lib.  assoc. 
(Dewey),  337.3^. 

Lincoln,  Roland  C,  363. 

Lindsay,  Mary,  36a. 

List  of  books  for  girls  and  women 
(Fletcher),  84,  150. 

Little,  G:  T.,  363;  A.  L.  A.  finance 
com.,  133,351. 

Liverraore,  Mrs.  Susan  £.,  363. 

Locke,  J:  S.,  a6a. 

Lochman,  Harriet  D.,  363. 

Lord,  Isabel  Ely,  36a;  gift  extremely 
rare,  34-37,  171 ;  A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
co-operation  with  N.  E.  A.,  137. 

Lorinu^,  Misses ^  reception  given  to 
A.  L.  A.  by  353,  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
resolutions^,  171. 

Louisiana,  lib.  ffifts  to  (Cole),  i04« 

Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  'Set 
A.  L.  A.  exhibit. 

Lowell,  James  A.,  a6a. 

Lyman,  Alice,  36a. 

Lyman,  Bertha  H.,  36a. 

Lyman,  Mary  E.,  aba. 

Lynde,  Sarah  A.,  a6a. 

McCaine,  Mrs.  Helen  J..  36a. 
McConnel I,  Lilian  B.,  20a. 
McCullough,  Elizabeth,  36a. 
McCurdy,  Robert  M.,  aba. 
McDevitt,  Cora  E.,  363. 
McDowell,  Grace  E.,  363. 
McGuffey,  Marfl;aret  D.,  363 . 
Mclntire,  Elizabeth  H.,  363. 
Mclntire,  Mary  A.,  363. 
Mackay,  Margaret  S.,  363. 
Mackay,  Susan  H.,  363. 
McKee,  Miss^  363. 
McKinnon,  Barbara,  363. 
McKirdy,  Alice  E.,  361. 
McMahon,  Rev.  Joseph  H.,  363. 
McMillan,  Mary,  363. 


McMiUan,  BUsabeth  McN.,  363. 
McMullen,  Grace  I^,  363. 
McRltchie,  Buphemia  D.,  363. 
Macmm,  Mary  P.,  363. 
McSweeuey*  M.  AgneSy  i6\, 
Macurdy,  Theodoaui  B.,  303. 
Madison    (Wis.)  P.  L.,  lectures  to 

factory  emplojrees  (Burgess),  60. 
Magnolia,  Mass.,  A- L.  A.  excursions 

in,  353. 
Mahoney,  Jeremiah  T.,  363. 
Maiers,  W:C..  163. 
Maine,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  104. 
Maitland,   Alex.,   trustee  A.  L.  A. 

endowment  fund,  166. 
Malkan,  H: ,  363. 


Maltbie,  Anne,  36}. 

.S.  B.,  a6t: 
co-operative  list  of  children's  books, 


Maltby,  Mrs, 


on  com.  on 


336. 

Mann,  Olive  L.,  363. 
Manning,  R:  C,  363. 
Mansfield,  Mrs.  Julia  W.,  363. 
Marsh,  Alice  P.,  363. 
Marsh,  Lillian  A.,  303. 
Marsh,  Louise  T.,  363. 
Marsh,  Louise  V.,  363. 
Martel,  C:,  363;  capitalization,  300, 

301. 

Marvin,  G:  R.,  363. 

Maryland,  lib.  gitu  to  (Cole),  104. 

Mason,  Edith  H.,  363. 

Mason,  Ethel  W.,  363. 

Massachusetts,  lib.  gifts  to   (Cole), 

104-107. 

Massacnusetts  L.  Club,  greeting  to 

A.  L.  A.  (Wellman),  134-135. 
Masters,  Lydia  W.,  363. 
Mastin,  Marv  E.,  363. 
Matthews,  hiarriet  L.,  363. 
Mayberry,  Bertha  B.,  363. 
Mayberry,  Carrie  C,  363. 
May  hew,  Esther  M.,  303. 
Medlicott,  Mary,  36^. 
Mellen,  Helen  L.,  363. 
Memphis,  Teno.,  invitation  to  A.L.A. 


Merrill,  Bertha  H.,  363. 

Merrill,  Ella  P.,  363. 

Merrill,  Mrs.  Emily  A.,  363. 

Merrill,  F:  W.,  363. 

Meyer,  Emma,  363. 

Meyer,  Hermann  ti.  B.,  363. 

Meysenburg,  Th<K>dore  August,  nec- 
rology, 133. 

Michigan,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  107. 

MIddleton,  lean  Y.,  363. 

Miersch,  Ella  E.,  363. 

Miller,  Eva  L.,  363. 

Miller,  Grace,  363. 

Miller,  Mabel  H„  363. 

Milton  (Mass.)  r.  L.,  home  delivery 
in  ^A.  L.  A.  com.  on  lib.  adminis- 
tration), 89. 

Minnesota,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  107, 
108. 

Missouri,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  108. 

Mitchell,  Gertrude  B.,  363. 

Mitchell,  Sydney  B.,  363. 

Moffat,  Mary,  363. 

Montana,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  108. 

Montgomery,  t:  L.,  363;  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  Handbook  of  Am.  libs.. 
laS;  attack  of  Am.  Booksellers* 
Assoc,  upon  Dewey,  143;  sec. 
A.  L.  A.  Trustees'  Sec.,  303,  319. 

Moody,  Henrietta,  363. 

Mooney,  G:  V.,  363. 

Mooney,  Katherine  G.,  363. 

Moore,  Annie  C,  363. 

Morrison,  Homer,  303. 

Morrison,  Mrs.  Mary,  363. 

Morse,  Anna  L.,  363. 

Morse,  Carrie  L.,  -jox, 

Morse,  Maud  M.,  363. 

Morton,  A.  Louise,  303. 

Moulton,  J:  Grant.  363. 

Mudge,  Isadore  G..  363. 

MullTken,  Clara,  363. 

Mullon,  Lydia,  363. 


Mttilon,  Mrs,  O'.  A.,  963. 

Murray,  Grace  L.,  363. 

Museums,  in  connection  with  anfrer- 

aity  libs.  (Hopkins)    ii-ia,  (Lane) 

173-173.    Sm  also  Laboratoriea  and 

deparUnenUd  lib*. 
Mnstc,  Boat.  P.  L.  catnlor  (A.  L.  A 

Cataloff  Sec.  discassion),  190-191. 
Myler,  Mary,  363. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  invitation  to  A-  L. 

A.  to  meet  in,  a^o. 
National  Assoc  of  State  Librariaas, 

and  A.  L.  A-  State  Library  Sactioa, 

350.351. 
Natioiud    Educational    Aaaoc  Lib. 


Section,  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 

oo-operation  with  (Dana)  116-137, 
Abeam,  137,  (Council)  aci ;  and  A. 
L.  A.  co-operative  liat  of  chOdrea's 
books,  336. 

Nebraska,  lib.  rifta  to  (Coie),  loB. 

NeiU,  BlU  P.,  363. 

Nelson, C:  A.,  »x\  sec. /rv Urn, Col- 
lege Sec.,  17a;  i>t.  Aboot*s  cataki^- 
iaig,  190;  early  card  catalogs  la 
France,    19a;    capitaliaation,   193, 


Ne 


elson,  Peter,  363. 
Newell,  Louise  B.,  363. 
Net  price  system.     S€t  Diacoaat  to 

libs. 
Nevada,  lib.  eifts  to  (Cole),  109. 
New  Hampshire,  lib.  gifta  to  (Cole), 

109. 
New  Jersey,  lib.  ^fts  to  (Cole),  109, 

110. 
New  Mexico,  Ub.jrifts  to  (Cole),  iia 
New  York  Free  Orcubrting  L-,  coo- 

soUdation  with   N.  Y-  P.  L.  (Bil- 

lings),  a  16. 
New  York  P.  L.,  consolidation  (Ro- 

sengarten),  311;  organisation  (Bill- 


ings), 3?5.3I7. 

few  York 


New  York  state,  lib.  gifta  to  (CoU), 

110*113. 
New  York  state  L.  Association,  lib. 

insUtutea  conducted  by  (Canfidd), 

341-345. 
New  York  State  L.  School,  methods 

of  training  (Bostwick),  136. 
Newfoundland,   lib.  gifts  to  (Cok). 

118. 
Newhall,  Brnma  £..  a6t. 
Newhall,  Jfra.  H:  "rA^. 
Newman,  Alice  H.,  363. 
Newton,  Miss  E.  J.,  363. 
Nicholl,  Mary  W.,  i63.^ 
Nichola.  Adelaide  A.,  364. 
Nichola,  Bmma  O.,  afta. 
Norcross,  F.  Mabel,  364. 
North  Carolina,  Ub.  nits  to  (Cole), 

113. 
North  Dakota,   lib.   gifU  to  (Cok). 

113- 
NutUne,  G:   E.,  364. 
Nye,  Elizabeth  0^364. 

S*!^}^»  CJiristina  Van  Allen,  aS*. 
Oakley,  Minnie  M.,  364. 
g^Jy»  Beatrice  C,  aS. 
Odcll,  Helen  P.,  a6l. 
Ohio,  Ub.  ^fts  to^Colc),  113,  lu. 
Oklahoma  terr.,  Ub.  KtfU  to  (5k), 
114.  • 

Olcott,  Frances  J.,  364^;  subject  htsA- 
injgs  for  children'sbooks,  m\  ^ 
clmea  election  aa  r^iainw^*  Qb^- 
dren'a  Libna.*  Section,  337. 

Olean.  N.  Y.,  lib.  institute  ix  (Hi** 
Une),  334, 

Oregon,  lib.  ^fU  to  (Cole),  114. 

Osbom,  KmUy  B.,  364. 
Osborn,  Lymam  P.,  aSi 

Sifc""'  ^':l  LynianP.,  a6|. 
Osborne,  Robert  W.,  36^ 
Ovttton,  Florence,  i^T 
Owen,  Kather  B.,  aaJT 
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Packard,  Mary  F^  364. 
Pag«,  Walter  H.,  a&i;  closer  relation 
between  iibns.  ana  publishers,  i66- 


171. 


Pa?r 


ins  and  penalties  in  lib.  work 
fBostwick),  S9<34,  130,  (A.  L.  A. 
discussion)  iio-iji. 

Palmer,  Alice  G.,  364.. 

Palmer,  Bertha,  364. 

Palmer,  Henrietta  R.,  S64. 

Palmer,  W.  Millard,  364. 

Parham,  Nellie  B.,  264. 

Parker,  Bessie  I.,  a6^. 

Parker,  Haida  M.,  364. 

Parker,  S.  R.,  364. 

Parker,  W:  A.,  264. 

Parshley,  Lillian  £.,^64. 

Parsons,  A.  T.,  364. 

Partridge,  ftfrra  R.,  364. 

Patch,  Mr$,  Emily  D.,  364. 

Patten,  Frank  C,  364. 

Patterson,  Marian,  364. 

Patton,  Norman  S.,  relation  of  trus- 
tees  to  Iibns.,  308. 

Paul,  Florence,  364. 

Parson,  Kate  O.,  ilb^. 

Pease,  Grace,  364. 

Peck,  /v.  Elisabeth,  364. 

Peck,  Nina  A.,  364. 

Peckham,  Dr,  G:  W.,  364. 

Pennsylvaniajlib. ffifu to  (Cole),  114. 

Peoples,  W:  T.,  3^;  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  relation  of  libs,  with  book 
trade,  143*143;  discount  to  libs., 
146;  A.  L.  A.  council,  166;  chair- 
man com.  on  relations  with  book- 
trade,  SCO. 

Pepper,  Elsie  L.,  364. 

Periodicals,  printed  cards  for  (Flet- 
cher), 83;  printed  cards  issued  by 
Bibl.  Soc.  of  Chicago  for  indexing 
lib.  (Fletcher),  84;  rpt.  of  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  indexes  and  title-pages  to, 
I3S-I3Q;  co-operative  finding  lists 
(Rosens-arten),  309. 

Perley,  Clarence  W.,  364. 

Perry,  Chesley  R.,  rpt.  on  co-oper- 
ative list  of  children's  books,  330. 

Perry,  Lucy  W.,  364. 

Pettee,  Julia  B.,  364. 

Petty,  Annie  F.,  264. 

Philadelphia  (Pa.)  F.  L.,  incunabula 
list  (Tnomson),  153,  153. 

Phillips,  Mary  E.,  364. 

Phillips,  LeRo;r,  364. 

Picture  bulletins,  Pratt  Inst.  L. 
School  (Bo8twick),i36. 

Pierce,  Co/.,  364. 

Pierce,  Frances,  364. 

Piper,  W:  T.,  364. 

Plummcr,  Mary  W.,  364;  A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  internat.  co-operation,  136. 

Poirier,  Lvdia  M.,  364. 

Poland,  MVra,  364. 

Pollock,  Mary  H.,  364. 

Pond,  Nancy  M.,  264. 

Poole,  Franklin  O.,  Guide  to  the  Ht- 
eratnre  of  Am.  hist.  (lies),  151. 

Pope.  Alice  E.,  364. 

Porter,  W.  T.,  364. 

Porto  Rico,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  118. 

Portrait  index  rFletcher),84, 150,  151. 

Pospishell,  Lillian,  264. 

Postal  rates,  reduced,  for  lib.  books 
(Dewey)  335,  (A.L.  A. discussion), 
335 ;  Council  asked  to  endorse,  33c ; 
Uouncil  resolution  on,  350;  comooit- 
tee  discontinued,  350. 

Potter,  A.  C,  264. 

Power,  EffieL.,  264;  on  com.  on  co- 
operative list  of  children's  books, 
226. 

Pratt  Institute  L.  School,  methods  of 
training  (Bostwick),  136. 

Prentice,  Alice  M.,  264. 

Prescott,  Annie,  264. 

Price,  Helen  U.,  264. 

Printed  catalog  cards,  issued  by  L.  of 
Congress  (liastinflrs)  67-71,  156, 
(A.  L.  A.  com.  on  Tib.  aaministra- 


tion)  86-88,  (A.  L.  A.  com.  on  in- 
ternat. co-operation)  126,  (Fletcher) 
1^150,  f  A.  L.  A.  discussion)  156- 
103,  (Andrews;  183,  (Rosengarten) 


83,  84:  for  indexing  bibl.  pubs. 
(Fletcher).  84;  for  Eng.  hist.  (Flet- 
cher), 84;  lor  A.L.A.  catalog  (Flet- 
cher) 84,  (Hodges)  180,  (Kroeger) 
181 ;  for  U.  S.  docs.  ^A.  L.  A.  dis 
cussion),  130;  cataloffing  less  costly 
by  use  of  TKroeffer),  180;  for  chil- 
dren's books  (Brett),  333-334.  S«* 
alto  Travelling  catalogs. 

Public  documents,  rpt.  A.  L.  A.  com. 
on  (Falkner),  03^,  130;  bill  for 
better  distribution  to  libs.  (Faik- 
ner),  96;  A.  L.  A.  discussion,  130; 
A.  L.  A.  resolutions  on,  351 ;  Rk  P. 
Falkner,  chairman  A.  L.  A.  com. 
on,  351.  See  also  Foreign  docu- 
ments. State  documents. 

Public  library,  relation  of  trustee  to 
(Canfield)  304-306,  (A.  L.  A.  dis- 
cussion) 306-308. 

Public  libraries  and  publicity  (Swift), 

171. 

Publishers,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on  rela- 
tions of  libs,  with  book  trade,  143- 
143;  net  price  system  (A.  L.  A. 
discussion)  143-140,  X53«i56,  (A.L. 
A.  CouncU)  171 ;  closer  relation 
between  Iibns.  and  (Page),  166-171. 

Puffer,  Dorothy,  364. 

Pugsley,  Maua  M.,  36^. 

Punnton,  Pearle  L.,  304* 

Putnam,  Beatrice,  364. 

Putnam,  Herbert,  printed  catalog 
cards  for  public  docs.,  130;  work  of 
Division  of  Bibl.  of  L.  of  Congress 
(Johnston),  148;  printed  catalog 
cards  issued  by  L.  of  Congress, 
156-157,  159-163;  workofL.  of  Con- 
gress, 313-215;  on  Council  com.  on 
nominations,  250. 

^imby,  — — ,  responsibility  of  the 

trustee,  206. 
^imby,  Cora  A.,  364. 

Rabardy,  EtU  L..  364. 

Rae,  Nellie  L.,  304. 

Rahn,  Lucy,  364. 

Ranck,  S:  H.,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on 
internat.  co-operation,  126. 

Randall,  Clara  H.,  264. 

Rankin,  G:  W.,  264. 

Rantoul,  Robert  S.,  264. 

Raub,  Ruth  D.,  264. 

Ray,  Elizabeth  C,  264. 

Ray,  Frances  K.,  264. 

Ray,  R; ,  yr.,  264. 

Ray,  Mrs.  R: ,  264. 

Read,  Carrie  E.,  364. 

*•  Reading  for  the  younff,"  new  edi- 
tion to  be  prepared  by  A.  L.  A.  Sec- 
tion for  children's  Iibns.,  327. 

Reading  clubs,  home  libs,  ana  (Sack- 
ett)  72-75,  (A.  L.  A.  discussion) 
220-223. 

Reed,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  T.,  264. 

Reed,  G:  E.  26a. 

Reference  books,  Kroeger's  Guide 
(Fletcher),  83. 

Renewal,  by  telephone  (A.  L.  A. 
com.  on  lib.  administration),  91; 
fines    minimized    by    (Thomson), 

Rezner,  Adaline  T.,  264. 

Rhode  Island,  state  libn.  (Falkner), 

05;  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  115. 
Rice,  Mrs,  H.  R.,  264. 
Rice,  Prescott  C,  necrology,  134. 
Richardson,  MisSt  364. 
Richardson,  E.  C,  A.  L.  A.  com.  on 

internat.  co-operation,  136;  A.  L.  A. 

council,  z66. 


Richmond,  Lncy  C,  364. 

Rick,  Bertha  E.,  365. 

Ricker,  Ella  W.,  265. 

Ridgeway,  Edith,  3^. 

Ritdiie,J:,2d<. 

Ritter,  Jessie  L.,  3^. 

Robbins,  Mary  B.,  365. 

Rol>erts,  Flora  B.,  365. 

Robinson,  Alice  M.,  365. 

Robinson,  T: ,  36c. 

Robinson,  Mabel  P.,  365. 

Roden,  Carl  B.,  365 ;  organization  of 

bibl.  work  in  the  put,  147. 
Rodgers,  Anna  H.,  365. 
Rodgers,  Florence  S.,  365. 
Root,  A.  S.,  365 ;  chairman  A.  L.  A. 

College  Sec.,  173. 
Root,  Mrs,  Mary  B.  S.,  365. 
Ropes,  Rev.  W:  L.,  365. 
Rose,  Alice  L.,  36<. 
Rosengarten,  j .  G.,  Am.  libs,  from  a 

trustee's  point  of  view,  308-313. 
Rosenthal,  Herman,  365. 
Rule,  Elizabeth  E.,  365. 
Russell,  Mabel  M.,  365. 

Sackett,  Gertrude,  365;  home  libs, 
and  reading  clubs,  73.75,   330,  33i, 

333*33^. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  invitation  to  A.  L.  A. 
to  meet  in  1904,  349. 

Salaries  in  lib.  work  (A.  L.  A.  dis- 
cussion) 137-140,  (Dewey)  318. 

Soiem,  Mass.,  A.  L.  A.  excursion  to, 

Sanborn,  Alice  E.,  365. 

Sanders,  Mrs.  Minerva  A.,  365. 

Sargent,  Abbie  L.,  365. 

Sargent,  Mary  E.,36s. 

Sawyer,  Esther  W.,  365. 

Sawyer,  Ida  E.,  365. 

Sawyer,  Jessie  S.,  365. 

Sawyer,  Mary,  3^. 

Saxe,  Mary  S.,  3^5. 

Schmidt,  Alfred  F.  W..  365. 

Schools, and  libs.  (Billings),  1-3 ; libs. 


in  normal  (Dana)  136- 
137. 


137,  (Ah 


em) 


Scientific  literature,  selected  list  (Bur- 
gess), 56^,  147;  availability  of 
selected  list  (A.  L.  A.  discussion), 
146-147;  selection  (Hodges),  148. 
See  also  International  catalog. 

Scott,  Mrs.  Adele  C,  365. 

Scott,  Angeline,  365. 

Scott,  W.,  565. 

Scribner,  C: ,  correspondence  in  re- 
gard to  book  trade  (Peoples),  143 

43* 
Seaboard  Air  Line  traveling  libs.,  lib. 

gifts  to  (Cole),  115. 

Sears,  Alice  W.,  365. 

Secombe,  Annabell  C,  365. 

SeemuUer,  Mary,  365. 

Seymour,  Ma)^,  365. 

Slyurp,  Katharine,  365 ;  A.  L.  A.  com. 
on  resolutions,  171 ;  lib.  administra- 
tion in  Univ.  of  111.,  177;  special 
training  for  lib.  organizers,  331; 
summer  lib.  courses,  233. 

Shattuck,  Mrs.  M.  F.,  365. 

Shaw,  Bertha  M.,365. 

Shaw,  Laurence  M.,  365. 

Shaw,  R.  K.,  265. 

Shaw,  R.T.,  265. 

Shepard,  Alice,  265. 

Shepard,  Mrs.  Harriet  A.,  365. 

Sheridan,  Margaret  A.,  365. 

Sheriden,  Mary  C.,365. 

Sherrill,  Grace  M.,  365. 

Shippen,  Rev.  Rush  R.,  365. 

Shumway,  Marion  H.,  265. 

Shurtlefi,  Nathaniel  B.,  classification 
system  in  Bost.  P.  L.  (Whitney), 
22. 

Sickley,  J:  C,  265. 

SiddaU,  Lucy  L.,  265. 

Simmons,  Edith  O.,  265. 

Simpson,  Frances,  265. 

Simpson,  Medora  J.,  365. 
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White,  Gertrude  P.,  367. 

White,  J/ir«. Joseph  N.,  367. 

Whiteroan,  Edna,  367. 

Whitmore,  L.  H.,  367. 

Whitney,  Mr;  Carrie  W.,  267. 

Whitney,  H:  M.,  367. 

Whitney,  Jirr«.  H:  M.,  J67. 

Whitney,  Tames  Lyman,  367;  inci- 
dents In  the  hist,  of  the  Boat.  P.  L., 
16^  166;  gri'eets  A.  L.  A.,  iso; 
A.  L.  A.  financial  com.,  133,  136, 
351 ;  Harvard  College  L.,  catalog;, 
100;  first  printed  catalog,  19a. 

Whitney,  James  L.,  3d,  307. 

Whitney,  Solon  P.,  367. 

Whittemore,  B.  A.,  307. 

Whittemore,  Edith  A.,  367. 

Whitten,  Robert  H.,  367. 

Whitten,  Mr;  Robert  H.,  367. 

Whittier,  Florence,  367. 

Whittier,  Sara  H.,  367. 

Whittlesler,  Julia  M.,  367. 

Wiffffin,  Pauline  G.,  367. 

Wildman,  Bertha  S.,  a^. 

Wildman,  G.,  367. 


Wildman,  Linda  P.,  367. 

Wilkerson.  Elizabeth  B.,  367. 

Willard,  Mrs,  Ashton  R.,  367. 

Willcox,  Prank  G..  367. 

Williams,  Lizzie  H.,  307. 

Williams,  Mary,  367. 

Williams.  Olive,  3^. 

Wilson,  Mary  H.,  367. 

Winchell,  P.  Mabel,  367. 

Winchester,  J.  H.,  367. 

Winne,  Grace  L.  M .,  367. 

Winser,  Beatrice,  367;  chairman  State 
Library  Associations  Round  Table 
Meeting,  336;  work  of  state  lib. 
assoc.,  338;  difficulties  of  lib.  insti- 
tutes, 3^. 

Winsor,  Mr».  Mary  G.,  367. 

Winterrowd,  Mit9  Gentiliska,  367. 

Wire,  Dr.  G:  E.,  367. 

Wise,  Plora  E.,  367. 

Wisconsin,  lib.  gifts  to  (Cole),  116- 
118. 

Wisconsin  Library  Commission,  sum. 
mer  course  in  care  of  public  docs. 
(Palkner)  96,  (Sharp),  333. 


Witham,  Eliza,  367. 

Women's  clubs,  com.  on  affiliation  of 

A.  L.  A.  with,  351. 
Wood,  Plorence  A.,  367. 
Wood,  Grace  W.,  367. 
Woodman,  C.  Belle,  367. 
Woodman,  Caroline  A.,  367. 
Woodman,  Mary  S.,  367. 
Woodruff.  Edmund  W.,  367. 
Woodruff,  Eleanor  B.,  367. 
Woodworth,  Plorence,  367. 
Woodworth,  Margaret,  307. 
Wootten,  Katharine,  367. 
Wotthen,  Carrie  M.,  367. 
Wright,  C:  E.,  367. 
Wright,  Jennie  C,  367. 
Wright,  Purd  B.,  367. 
Wyer,  Malcolm,  teller  for  elMtion  of 

<^cers,  147. 
Wyman,  A.L.,  367. 
Wyman,  Mrt.  A.  L.,  367. 

Young,  Hester.  367. 
Youngl  Lucy  A.,  367. 
Yust,  W;  P.,  367. 
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